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QUARTERLY REV 


Art. l.—Restdts of Astronomical Observations made during the 
Years 1K34, 5, 6, 7, 8 at the Cape of Good Hope; being ^ the 
completion of a Telescopic Siirveg of the ic/iolc Surface the 
Visible Heavens^ commenced in 1825. ^ By Sir John P. W. 
Ilerschel, K.M., S.C. 4to., 1S47. 

T his volunu? is vory unlike the inajt)ritv of those records of 
Astvononiieal Observations \>hich form an annually increas- 
ing* load upon the quarto shelves of our scientific libraries. These 
may be, and for the most part are, of the greatest value, as con- 
taining the data u[)on uliicli the luture progress of one large 
department of astronomy is to be founded, but Sir John Hcr- 
scliel’s work is a rec'ord ol tlmt Progress itselt. 

Practical astronomy is naturally divided into two branches: 
Ht, that which <lepends mainly or stdely ujion the perfection of the 
Telescope as an instrument of research — in which the highest 
resources of optical art are expended in the examination of the 
heavenly bodies considered singly, or in such small groups as 
mav be discerned at one time in the field of a telescope; 2nd, 
thiit which depends more directly upon our power of measuring 
and subdividing time and space, whereby the relative places of 
the hcavenlv liodies are determined, the laws of their motions 
and the forms of their orbits: the divided circle and the clock 
are . the characteristic implements this branch of astronomy ; 
telescopes of enormous power are, generally speaking,* inappli- 
cable to it. Now the bulk of the publications issuing from our 
nation<al observatories belong to the latter class of inquiries; whilst 
the former has, with some exceptions, been left chiefly in the 
hands of amateurs, or at least of ])rivate individuals. The labours 
of Sir VVillicam llerscdiel, to which his son has in the present and 
in former works so largely added, belong in a peculiar manner to 
the first class. The telescope is almost the sole apparatus : fine 
telescopes, and the much rarer qualification of using them to the 
best advantage, are the requisites for success. 

It will readily be apprehended that telescopic astronomy, and 
the records of telescopic observations, are of far more general 
interest than the reading of altitude and azimuth circles, the 
VOL. Lxxxv. NO. CLxix. M counling 


2 Sir John Hcrsclier.s' Astronomical Observations 

counting of pemlulum heals, and the determination of a few 
seconds of error in the tabular places of a ])lanet. And though, 
as Ave shall see, there is a vast amount of numeric al woik in Sir 
John Herschers pages, yet tlie results are so numerous and 
varied, so striking by reason of their novelty, and so picturesejue in 
their details, that they are fitted to interest every one who is c\en 
moderately accpiainted Avith tlie general facts of astronomy, and 
lender tiie work eminently readable, which is precisely wliat (it 
may be staled without ain disparagement to our regular observa- 
tory publications) the others are not The (hn’erenee may be 
illustrated by two descrijnioiis of a distant country A\hicli \Ne can 
never ho])c to visit. J'lie one is a statistical re])ort of its extent 
and resources, the number ol acres of arable*, ]iasture, or wood, 
the latitude and longitude of its cities, the altitude of mounlainh, 
the number ot inliabitants, and the sum of revenue. J’lie other 
is a graphic description of its natural features and political con- 
dition; the roJid-book of a traveller who has exjiloied its recesses 
with the eye ol a naturalist and a painter, whose ski*tches live in 
our remembrance, and by an ajipeal to universal associations, 
enable us to realize scenes and manners which we shall never 
see ior ourselves, but which A^e b arn to comjiare with A\har has 
been all our life long iaiuiliar. J'hus does tin* astronomy of the 
telescope lead us to understand in some degree tlie economy of 
other systems; it bungs to its aid every branch of physical 
science in order to obtain results regarding the nature and change's 
of distant Avorlds, and to enable us to interjiret these results ai igiil 
by the analogies of our own. 

The title- jiage of Sir John Herschers book explains its nature 
and importance : it recoids ‘the comjdetion of a telescojiic suivcv 
of i\\o, whole surface of the visible heavens. comineiic(.*d in IS'25. ’ 
The grave had not cl(;scd for three 3 ears over his iJlustnous 
Father, Avhen the Son preceded to carry out and complete, by 
rare sacrifices, the course of observation in Avhich for half a cen- 
tury Sir William had no rival ; and by extending the survey to the 
southern hemisphere, he rendered compact and comparable one 
of the most elaborate inquisitions of nature which two men ever 
attempted. 

Sir John Herschers position and attainments fitted him admi- 
rably for so great a Avork, and justly entitle him to tlie unenvied 
position which he now holds amongst the cultivators of exact 
science. Bearing a name honoured and revered by all, his 
career at Cambridge reflected upon it fresh lustre; the variety 
and extent of his acquirements gave him a reputation amongst his 
college contemporaries, afterwards fully confirmed by the not 
more impartial voice of mankind at large. Since that time he 

has 



3 


at the Cape of Good Hope. 

lias been indefatigable as an author. First, in the systematizing 
of the higher mathematics, and in forwarding their study in his 
own university; — afterwards by treatises contributed to the 
Encyclopanlia Metropolitana, on Sfiund, Light, and Physical 
Astronomy, which still rank amongst the clearest, completest, and 
most philosophical in our own or in any other language. About 
the same time he wrote experimental essays on different branches 
of chemistry and optics in several Journals, and commenced his 
jiurely astronomical investigations, chiefly on nebuhe and double 
stars, })artly in conjunction with Sir James South, of which the 
details are giv(»n in different volumes of the Astronomical and of 
the Iloyal Scx lety’s Transactions. These memoirs ccillectivcly 
include a complete revision of the objects of the same deseri])tion 
catalogued and classified by Sir William Ilerschel, Hut amidst 
these serious and s\sl(Miiatic emploMiieiils he iound time for 
writing two admirable elementary works in Dr. Lardner's C}clo- 
jircdia, one on Astronomv, the other on the Study of Natural 
Flnlosojihy. Tliev unite elegant and pers])icuous language w'ilh 
logical order, great simplieilv, and most apt illustrations, and 
have contributed in no small degree to llie extended and popular 
rejiutaticm of their author. 

Hut when the re-exainination of the stellar heavens, on the 
jdan adopted hy liis fallier, was complete, it \et remained that 
that pai'l of the sky invisible in Ibilain should be subjected 
to a similar eiitical examination, and the result handed down to 
posterity, so that changes mav bo recorded, and llieir causes inves- 
linalc’d. Thr full value of the works of the Ilerschels wall only 
bcMiine known when centuries shall have rolled on, and when 
all our jireseiit writings about trr?r.<fn’a/ physic's shall be con- 
sulted merelx as historical curiosities long superseded by the ad- 
vance of knowledge. To finish so great a monument to his own, 
but more esjieeially to liis father’s, fame, Sir John did not hesitate 
to quit in 1833 his home, endeared hy man^ recollections, and 
undertake a vo^a^e to another hcinispliere, accompanied by his 
lady and a numerous family of c'hihlren, and embarrassed 

with unwieldy and fragile ajiparatus. But before a determination 
like his diflieulties melted away. Having disembarked his instru- 
ments at Cape 'rown without accident, and placed them tempo- 
rarily in one of the government storehouses, liis next care was to 
look out for a residence in a locality suitable for their erection. 
This he was fortunate enough to find at the seat of a Dutch pro- 
prietor, Mr. Schonnberg, bearing the name of Feldhuyscn, or 
Feldliausen, which he describes as — 

‘ about six miles from Cape Town, charmingly situated on the last 
gentle slope at the base of Table J\Iountain, on its eastern side, well 

B 2 * sheltered 
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sheltered from dust, and as far as possible from wind, by an exuberant 
growth of oak and fir timber ; far enough removed from themounfain 
to be for the most part out of the reach of the clouds which form so 
copiously over and around its summit, yet not so far as to lose the ad- 
vantage of the reaction of its mural precipices against the south-east 
winds^ which prevail with great violence during the finer and clearer 
months, but which seldom blow home to the rock on this side, being, 
as it were, gradually lieaved up by a mass of comparatively quiescent 
air imprisoned at the root of the precipice, aiul so gliding up ^an 
inclined plane to the summit on tlie windward side, while they rusli 
perpendicularly down on the leeward with tremendous violence 
like a cataract, sweeping the face of the clilfs towards Cape 'J\)wn, 
which they fill with dust and uproar, especially during the night.* — 
Introd, p. vii. 

During four entire years* (no inconsiderable portion of the 
best of man’s life) Sir John Herschel devoted his nights to ob- 
servation, his days to calculation and manual labour, all directed 
to the fulfilment of his arduous enterprise. During this time, 
too, he managed to keep up an extensive correspondence with 
men of science at home, and to exert himself energetically for 
the moral and intellectual improvement of the colony with which 
he had been thus incidentally associated. Not the least remark- 
able part of this expedition was that it was defrayed out of his 
private fortune, notwithstanding liberal offers which he recenved 
of pecuniary aid from the late Duke of Northumberland, which 
he thought it inconsistent with the entire independence of bis 
plans to accept ; he even declined, as was understood, the use of 
a government vessel to convey him to his destination- Opinions 
will differ as to whether he might not, without any compromise 
of liberty of research, have avaded himself of offers most credit- 
able to those who made them ; but the reason of his refusal, and 
also of his afterwards availing himself of the generous proposal 
of the nobleman above named, to defray the expense of publishing 
the results, is best stated in his own words at a public dinner 
given to him after his return. He then said — 

‘ Much assistance was proffered to me from many quarters, both of 
instruments, and others of a more general nature — offers in the highest 
degree honourable to all parties, and I should be sorry to have it 
thought that, in declining them, I was the less grateful for them. I 
felt that if they were accepted, tliey w ould compel me to extend my 
plan of operations and make a larger campaign, and that in fact it 
would compel me to go in some degree aside from my original plan. 
But that campaign being ended, the harvest gathered in, and tlie mass 
of fkets accumulated, 1 felt that the same objections did not apply to 

* The 'sweeps' or nocturnal telescopic surveys of the heavens (381 in number) 
commenced on the 5th of March, 1834, and terminated 22nd of January, 1838. 

• the 
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the publication of its results ; and I therefore refer with pride and 
pleasure lo the prospect of being enabled by the princely muni- 
ficence of the Duke of Northumberland, to place those results 
before the public in a manner every way more satisfaetory, and with- 
out becoming a burden, as they otherwise must have been a very 
severe one, on the funds of our scientific institutions/ — Athenceunij 
1838, p. 425. 

The generous offer thus accepted was peculiarly well-timed. 
The labour of extricating laws from masses of facts, great though 
it be, is a labour of love to the man of science : but the labour 
and anxiety of publication is not usually so; and is commonly 
attended with diflSculties which, in the case of the abstruser 
sciences, would be insuperable to most private individuals, but 
for the existence of tliose societies alluded to by Sir J. Herschel, 
which with all their many faults of omission and commission must 
ever enjoy the credit of having brought to light, or assisted in 
doing so, the immortal labours of many a patient student, and 
even the Principia of Newton. But the common mode of pub- 
lication by detached memoirs, buried in a mass of heterogeneous 
learning, accessible only by a research through j)ilcs of quartos, 
is after all but an imperfect publication. It is quite impossible 
to expect that any man’s works, even the most celebrat^, shall 
be fully appreciated when they can only be read or seen piece- 
meal, and by very many persons not at all. He who wishes 
to do a SCI vice to the reputation of an eminent man, living or 
dead, cannot do better than collect his writings in simple chro- 
nological sequence, and hand them down to posterity without note 
or comment. Sucli a specimen of fraternal piety has been shown 
by Dr. Davy in his collection of his brother's immortal writings: 
such Dr. Faraday has in part done for himself ; such a high- 
spirited Peer has enabled Sir John Herschel to do, in the com- 
pletcst and fittest manner, in the publication before us — and 
such the scientific world hopes that Sir John himself will soon 
undertake with respect to the multifarious and important writings 
of his father, scattered over not less than thirty '-seven volumes of 
the Philosophical Transactions, and consequently, though often 
talked of, in reality hardly known except by meagre and super- 
ficial abstracts. From the late noble Chancellor of Cambridge, 
therefore, Sir J. Herschel received a benefit w^hich will contribute 
in no slight degree to the extension and perpetuation of his fame. 
The whole execution of the work is worthy of the subject, the 
author, and the patron. 

The eight years following Sir John HerschePs return to 
England were mainly spent in preparing the materials of this 
volume. Nor will the time appear at all excessive when we 

consider^ 
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consider, Jirst, the vast mass of rough observations accumulated 
during four years of incessant work ; secondly y that the reduc- 
tions were all performed by the author's own hand ; thirdly y that 
everything is worked out in the most complete and systematic 
manner, so as to afford in fact a model of this sort of analysis. To 
this may be added that during the preparation of the work Sir 
John Herschel generously gave up much time to matters of ge- 
neral scientific interest, or for the sake of his friends. Amongst 
many which might be mentioned, the arrangements of the Govern- 
ment Magnetic Observatories occupied much of his attention,* 
and within a comparatively short time he wrote two most excellent 
and detailed biographies of his astronomical friends, Baily and 
Bessel. VVe may, and must, lament, indeed, that time so valuable 
to science should have been largely spent upon the most mechani- 
cal arithmetical cx)mputations connected with the reductions of 
places of double stars and nebulae. The author no doubt laments 
it as much as we do, and informs us (j). 5) that he found himsell 
at last unequal to the intended task of going through the whole of 
these reductions twice but it appears that he has .always found 
a difficulty, or felt a scruj)le, in employing an assistant for such 
operations ; which we regret, because we have little doubt that a 
mere plodding arithmetician would Imvc done the work with as few, 
if not fewer, mistakes; and might have been added to Sir 

John Herschel’s term of vigorous exertion in the cause of science. 
The same objection docs not, however, apply to the mechanical 
facility which he happily possesses (in common vviili his father) of 
fashioning his own tools and polishing the specula of his telescopes 
with his own hands. Such dexterity, and such mechanical habits, 
arc of the highest value in themselves to the practical philosopher. 
They afford a seasonable variety of occupation conducive to mental 
and bodily health ; as he is to employ the instruinenls, he can scru- 
tinize their defects, and endeavour to remedy them in a way that a 
person not himself a mechanic might never lliiiik of. The very 
manipulation of such a kind as figuring reflectors will suggest to 
the ardent and anxious mind of the philosopher, who must devote 
many hours to it, improvements which might not theoretically 
occur to him, and which would never occur to an ordinary artisan. 
But the grand advantage of all is the absolute independence of 
external assistance and of skilled workmen which it gives : — 

* Amongst other efforts to engage public sympathy on behalf of the magnetic cause, 
Sir J. H. wrote a comprehensive article on the subject in the Quarterly Review, 
voL Izvi. p. 271. 

f In one of his former ]mpers Sir John Herschel, speaking of numerical calculations, 
tayf, ^for which 1 find in myself a great inaptitude.’ (Astr. Soc. Memoirs, vol. v. 
pw 221.) *lt is sad to think of the tear and wear of so accomplished a mind exerted in 
tha mm arithmetic of the volume before us. 
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‘ The operation of repolishing was performed whenever need^, the 
wliole of the requisite apparatus being brouglit for the purpose. It 
was very much more frequently required than in En^and ; and it may 
be regarded as fortunate that I did not, as at first proposed (relying on 
the possession of three perfect metals), leave the apparatus in question 
behind. Being api)reliensive tliat in a climate so much warmer, diffi- 
culties would arise in hitting fie proper temper of the polishing mate- 
rial, slight imperfections of surface, induced by exposure, were for a 
while tolerated ; but confidence in this respect once restored, and prac- 
tice continually improving, T soon became fastidious, and on the detec- 
tion of the slightest dimness on any part of the surface, the metal was 
at once remanded to the polisher/ — Inlrod, p. x. 

The 20 feet Newtonian, on Sir W. Herschcrs construction, 
wiih specula of 18^ inches clear aperture (of which three were 
provided), was the sheet anchor of the campaign at the Cape. 
But along with it he carried a 7 feet achromatic by Tulley, 
with 5 inches aperture — a telescope which had served specially 
for the measurement of double stars in England, and of the 
performance of which Sir John gives in his papers in the 
Astronomical Memoirs a most flattering account, stating even that 
its performance ajipeared to improve with each fresh addition of 
power applied to it. 

We shall now give a short analysis of the contents of the volume 
lieforc us, which is a handsome quarto of 452 icell-jilled pages, 
illustrated by 17 ])lates. 

The First Chapter is on the Nehul.f. of the Southern Hemi- 
sphere, 'Fo enter into any detail on this subject would be to dis- 
cuss a general question of astronomy which could receive no justice 
within our limits, and a great deal of which is as much connected 
with other writings of Sir John Herschel and with his father’s as 
with the work before us. We have again the highly condensed, 
almost algebraical language, by which the cliaractcrs and general 
effect of nebulae have been so graphically described by the father and 
the son. Many, which are visible both at the Cape and in Europe, 
are here re-observed ; the remainder are either new or * have been 
identified with more or less certainty with objects observed by Mr. 
Dunlop and described in bis Catalogue of Nebulae.’ These are 
206 in number. ' The rest of the 629 objects comprised in that 
catalogue,’ adds Sir John, ‘ have cscjiped my observation ; and 1 
am not conscious of any such negligence in the act of sweeping as 
could give rise to such a defalcation ; but, on the contrary, by 
entering them on my working lists {at least until the general imUi* 
lity of doing soj and loss of valuable time in fruitless search thereby 
caused^ became apparent) took the usual precautions to ensure their 
discovery/ 

Here is a sad tale and warning : for errors like Mr, Dunlop s 

not 
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not only deprive the more conscientious labours of their author 
of almost all their value^ but they inflict a grave and positive 
injury upon the science which they pretend to promote. If 
men like Herschel are to spend the best years of their lives 
in recording for the benefit of a remote posterity the actual 
state of the heavens, in order that their changes may be examined 
and pronounced upon, what a galling discovery to find amongst 
their own contemporaries men who, without any wish to invent 
(we do not mean to charge Mr. Dunlop with that), but merely 
from carelessness and culpable apathy hand down to posterity 
a mass of errors, bearing all the external semblance of truth ; — 
a quintessence of error so refined, that four hundred objects 
out of six hundred could not be identified in any manner, 
after only eight years, by the first observer of the day, and 
with a telescope seven times more powerful than that stated 
to have been used ! We can add nothing to an exposure so 
humiliating. 

Sir John’s chapter on Nebulae contains several distinct sec- 
tions. It would have added to convenience of reference, as well 
as given a more just idea of the variety and quantity of matter 
ift the volume, had the Table of Contents of the volume been 
more full.* There is, ih the first place, a catalogue of nebulae 
and clusters of stars — 1708 in number — chiefly in the southern 
hemisphere, which forms a sequel to the similar catalogue, by 
the same author, of 2307 objects of the same kind visible in 
England, and published in the Philosophical Transactions for 
1833. There is complete symmetry in the mode of description 
and registration. The descriptions (in abbreviated terms) have 
reference to Brightness, Size, Form ; relation to neighbouring 
Stars ; and more particularly to the degree of Condensation of 
the seeming nebulous matter — a point of much delicacy and 
difficulty of description, but of capital ini]>ortance with reference 
to Sir William Hcrschel’s theory of progressive condensation of 
rare into dense nebulae, and finally into planetary nebulae, nebu- 
lous stars, or even clusters of stars. Here is a pretty classifica- 
tion of qualities in these respects (p. 140) : — 

Great Lucid • Circular Stellate Discrete 

Large Bright Round Nuclear Resolvable 

Middle-sized Faint Oval Concentrate Granulated 

Small Dim Elongate Graduating Mottled 

Minute Obscure Linear Discoid Milky 

The following is a specimen of the contracted description of a 
nebula : — 

* The absence of an Index is also a real defect ; and the Figures of Nebulte, &e., 
in the would have had an increased value hod their symbols or numbers of 
i^Mnoe been engraved alongside of them. 

*(No. 




‘ (No. 2422). vB; L; vmE; pspmbM; has a * 10 m ; n f.' 
which, being translated, means — 

‘Very bright; large; very much elongated ; pretty suddenly pretty 
much brighter in the middle ; has a star of the tenth magnitude, north 
following.’ 

Now this (which we select by chance) proves to be No. 139 of 
Sir John’s Northern Catalogue. Turning it up, we find this 
description of the same object : — 

‘ Very faint ; round ; a little brighter in the middle ; 20" in diameter.’ 

The descriptions seem diametrically opposed. Such is the 
effect of difference of climate at Slough and Feldhausen. But if 
this be the case — if this be the effect of atmospheric influence 
(and such Sir John warns us, page 3, that it is) upon observations 
of the same object by the same telescope and, within a few years, 
by the same eye, can we hope to perpetuate descriptions which 
shall enable posterity to decide upon real changes of physical 
constitution ? 

Sir .lolin gives more pjirticular descriptions of some more re- 
markable objects. In general we may observe that his figures 
show less tendency to striking symineiry of form than some of 
those in his former catalogue ; and it is now not denied that that 
symmetry was in some cases the involuntary deduction arising 
from a previous impression in favour of S)minctric forms (as in 
the dumb-bell nebula and the well-known No. 61 of Messier’s 
catalogue). But the most intercsiing observations are upon the 
nebula in the sword-handle of Orion, the star n Argus, and the 
Magellanic clouds. Of the former, Sir John gives, in Plate 
Vlll., an exquisite representation, which in all probability will 
be admitted by astronomers generally to be the most careful 
delineation of a celestial object ever transferred to copper. 
There are, })erhaps, not ten persons alive in a position to judge 
of its minute accuracy ; but this it will occur to no one to 
doubt who has read the present chapter and the paper on 
this nebula in the ‘Astronomical Memoirs’ of 1824 by the 
same author. The total want of symmetry of the whole; the 
sometimes sudden, sometimes infinitely graduated shading off 
of the misty light, resembling slightly the exquisite shading 
of a snowy surface tossed into fantastic forms by eddies of 
wind, rising here and there into seeming ridges, elsewhere into 
gently swelling domes, or depressed into troughs and basins 
with cusped boundaries ; s<imetimes apparently representing flats 
of extensive uniformity, or again mottled in an indescribable 
manner, as with the touch of the miniature-painter’s brush— ^ 
these vluieties are well brought out in this magnificept engraving/ 
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If we compare it with Sir J. Herschel’s older one in the ' Astro- 
nomical Memoirs/ we find such a marked difference in the 
g^eneral character of the two that, though it is easy to see that 
they are representations of the same object, it appears to throw 
doubt (as we have already noticed) on the possibility of deter- 
mining with sufficient exactness the features of such complex and 
ill-defined objects at one time, to give confidence to our belief of 
real changes at a future and distant one. Sir J. Herschel gives 
a hesitating expression of opinion that some of the diversities of 
the two drawings may be due to r. nebular variation in thirteen 
je.ars (p. 31); but such a conclusion would require strong evi- 
dence to support it. 

Of rj Argfis, Sir J. Herschel observes: — 

‘ There is, perhaps, no other sidereal object which unites more points 
of interest than this. Its situation is very remarkable, being in the 
midst of one of those rich and brilliant masses, a succession of which, 
curiously contrasted with dark adjacent spaces (called by the old navi- 
gators coal-saclis), constitute the Milky-way in tliat portion of its course 
which lies between tlie Centaur and the main body of Argo. In all 
this region the stars of the Milky-way are >vell separated, and, except 
within the limits of the nebula, on a perfectly dark ground, and on an 
average, of larger magnitude than in most other regions. . . In 
two hours, during wliich the area of the heavens suept over consisted 
of 47 • 03 square degrees, the amazing number of 147,500 stars must 
have passed under review. In the midst of this vast stratum of stars 
occurs the bright star of t; Argus, an object in itself of no ordinary 
interest, on account of the singular changes its lustre has undergone 
within the period of authentic astronomy.' — p. 33. 

Sir John then goes on to state that by Halley (in 1677) m Argus 
Wfis marked as of the fourth inagnllude; in Lacaille’s and later 
catalogues it is denoted by the second ; and as observed by him- 
self, from 1834 to 1837, was counted as a large star of the second, 
or small one of the first magnitude. ' It was on the 16tii of 
December, 1837/ he adds, 'that my astonishment was excited 
by the appearance of a new candidate for distinction among the 
very brightest stars of the first magnitude.' This was his old 
acquaintance tj Argus. ‘ Its liglit was, however, nearly tripled' 
About the 2nd of January, 1838, its light was judged to be a 
maximum, and all but equal to that of the very bright star x Cen- 
tauri ; but it had manifestly fallen below that on the 20th of the 
same month. At the conclusion of Sir John's personal observa- 
tions, in April, 1838, it had ^so far faded as to bear comparison 
with Aldebaran, though still somewhat brighter than that star.* 

* Beyond this date 1 am unable to speak of its further changes from 
personal observation. It appears, however, since that period to have 
made luiother and still greater’^step in advance, and to have surpassed 

Canopus, 
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Canopus, and even to liave approached Sirius in lustre, the former of 
whicli stars I estimate at double, the latter at more than quadruple of 
a Centauri, so that Jupiter and Venus may possibly have a rival 
amongst tlic fixed stars in Argo, as they have on recorded occasions 
had in Cassiopeia, Serpen tar i us, and Aquila.* — p, 34. 

The causes of fluctuations so great in the brightness of an object 
at so vast a distance are amongst the most difficult even to guess 
at, and the watching of these changes must be a matter of great 
interest to future astronomers, whilst it is yet a nearly untouched 
inquiry, but of which the basis is laid in the work before us. 

Of the nebula adjacent to oo Argus we have not space to say 
much. Sir J. Herschel has given a large engraved representa- 
tion of it, mapping the included stars — a labour of no small 
amount ; — 

‘ To say that I have spent several months in tlie delineation of the 
nebula, the micrometrical measurement of the co-ordinates of the skele- 
ton stars, tlie filling in, mapping down, and reading off of the skeletons 
wlien i)reparo<I, the Mihse(|ueiit reduction and digestion into a catalogue 
of the stars so determined, and the execution, final revision and cor- 
rection of the drawing and engraving, would, I am sure, be no ex- 
aggeration.’ 

l^'hc tables of places of no less than 1216 stars belonging to the 
group of y) Arghs testify to the truth of this statement ; and the 
similar tables for the two nubcculce, or Magellanic clouds, serve 
to give us tbo highest idea of the indoinilablo patience of Sir J. 
FIcrsclicl as an observer. There are two sections attached to 
this chapter — one on the Law of Distribution of NchuUe and 
Clusters of Stars over the Surface of the Heavens, the other on 
the Classification of NebulcCj which present some interesting 
general remarks : — 

‘ The distribution of nebula? is not, like that of the Milky-way, in a 
zone or band encircling the heavens ; or, if sucli a zone can be traced 
out, it is witliso many interruptions, and so faintly marked out through 
by far the greater part of its circumferenee, that, its existence as such 
can be hardly more than suspected. One third of the whole nebulous 
contents of the heavens are included in a broad, irregular patch, occu- 
pying about one eighth of tlie whole surface of the sphere, chiefly 
(indeed almost entirely) situated in the northern hemisphere, and 
occupying the constellations Leo, Leo Minor, the body, tail, and hind 
legs of Ursa Major, the nose of the Camelopard, and the point of the 
tailof Dioco, Canes Yenatici, Coma, the preceding leg of Bootes, and 
the head, wings, and shoulder of Virgo. This, for distinction, 1 shall 
call the nebuloiia region of Virgo.’ — p. 134. 

The chapter concludes with a detailed description of the two 
Magellanic clouds, or nebulous regions^ in which (with his accus- 
tomed perseverance) Sir J. Hersdiel has determined the. posi* 

tiona 
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tions of a vast number of individual stars, which he has made 
subservient to the construction of a general chart of the greater 
cloud in Plate X. of his work. 

The Second Chapter is devoted to the subject of Double 
Stars, ’The great interest of these observations is altogether 
prospective. Sir John has now done for the Southern Hemi- 
sphere what his father commenced in the Northern more than 
half a century before; that is to say, he determined the existence 
and marked the relative position of many pairs of stars, which 
might afterwards prove to be not merely optically double, or seen 
by the effect of perspective nearly in the same direction, but 
physically double, that is, really in each other’s neighbourhood 
(relatively speaking) ; and in the circumstances of a planet and 
satellite, one circulating under the law of gravitation round the 
other, or, to speak more correctly, both circulating round their 
common centre of gravity. With only one or two exce])tions 
(such as a Crucis and a Centauri), Sir J. Herschel found no 
previous observations of old date upon double stars not visible in 
Europe, which, combined with his own, might give a first approxi- 
mation to the orbits and periods of this highly interesting class 
of bodies. 'Plie accurate Lacaillc visited the Cape before such 
observations were attended to; and Mr. Dunlop’s Paramatta Cata- 
logue of 253 Double Stars (Mem. Astr. Society, vol, iii.) appears 
to be little more worthy of confidence than his Catalogue of 
Nebulae. Even the few years which elapsed between the period 
of Mr. Dunlop’s first observations and those of Sir J. Herschel 
would have sufficed to give a first approximation to the orbits of 
the faster moving of these twin-suns. But Dunlop, through 
negligence, indedence, or something w'orse, has failed to be the 
elder Herschel of Antarctic Astronomy, The discrepancies are 
80 great and frequent, that we can have scarcely any confidence 
in those whose agreement with the recent observations is sufficient 
to allow us to suppose that they miyht possibly be correct. It must 
have been disheartening to Sir J. Herschel to put down such a 
judgment as this, great many mistakes appear to have been 
committed in the catalogue alluded to (Dunlop's), either in tlie 
places, descriptions, or measures of the objects set down in it,* 
p. 167. Again, * It is useless reasoning on such hypothetical 
data ’ (Dunlop’s Angles of Position), p. 2S8. 

Sir John has two catalogues of double stars. The first con- 
tains 2102 such objects, observed and placed by the 20- feet 
reflecUjr, with the angles of position, and a rough guess of their 
distances. The second contains accurate measures of the distances 
of the more interesting objects, and also of their angles of posi- 
tion by means of the 7-feet achromatic. There are appended 

some 
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some very interesting ' special remarks on the treasures of particular 
double stars in the foregoing catalogues.^ With the two exceptions 
already referred to, no double star not visible in Europe can be 
said to have its orbital motion even roughly ascertained by these 
observations. But there will be a great harvest to be reaped 
some 20 or 30 years hence, when the objects in the Herschel 
Catalogue shall he re-examined by some equally conscientious 
observer. 

There is one discussion introduced here too interesting to be 
passed over — it is as to the orbit of y Virginis, a double star 
on the confines of the two hemispheres, and therefore observable 
in either. This discussion (p. 291 et seq.) is a continuation of 
one by Sir J. Herschel in 1832, printed in the 5th vol. of the 
Memoirs of the Astronomical Society, as an example of a new 
method of discovering the form .and position of the orbits of 
double stars from observation. In that paper he deduced, by 
peculiar methods, the elements of the orbit from 19 obser- 
vations, partly of position and partly of distance, since 1780; he 
included also two older observations by Bradley and Mayer, in 
1718 and 1756, and the whole appeared to be quite sufficiently 
satisfied by supposing the one star to revolve round the other in 
513 years, in an orbit having a major semi-axis (as seen from 
the earth) subtending 11"*83. He also made (in 1832) this 
prediction : ‘ The latter end of the year 1833 or beginning of the 
year 1834 will witness one of the most striking phenomena 
which sidereal astronomy has yet afforded, viz., the perihelion 
passage of one star round another, with the immense angular 
velocity of between 60° and 70^* per annum, that is to say, of a 
degree in five days.’ * This occurrence actually took place during 
Sir John’s residence at the Cape, though not exactly at the predicted 
time, but rather towards the middle of 1836, for some time 
before and after which the appulse of the two stars was so 
close, that even in the 20- feet reflector, under the sky of the 
Cape, and by the eye of Herschel, they could not be divided. 

The elements of 1832 did not, however, long satisfy the re- 
quirements of this quickly moving star. Next year Sir John 
modified them, increasing the period to 629 years and the major 
semi-axis to 12" 09. The comparison of the new elements with 
the observation from 1718 to 1833 agreed, as he stated, ^so 
well throughout the whole series as to leave nothing to desire.’ f 
What a lesson this to physical philosophers in drawing concln- 
sionsl So far from leaving nothing to desire, these elements, 
with the exception of the eccentricity, had little or no re- 

* Mem* Aitr. Society, v. 194. t Mem. Asfr, Soo., vi. p. 162. 
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semblance to the true elements of the apparent orbit ; anti the 
revolvinp: star, instead of having described only about onC’-jifth of 
its ellipse in 115 years during which it had been observed, had 
in reality completed two-thirds of its period, perhaps more. To 
understand how this could possibly hiippen, we must refer to the 
interesting diagram, p. 293 of the work before us, which shows the 
true ellipse nestled so snugly into one end of the former hypothetical 
orbit, intersecting it in four points, that they nearly coincide for 
a large portion of the smaller orbit, and precisely that portion 
described between 1713 and 1833; but a few years alter the 
latter date the variation both of position and distance became 
totally irreconcileable with the old ellipse, and a new' orbit was 
first computed by the German astronomer Miidler,* which has 
its major axis almost at right angles with the former one, and an 
area 1 1 times smaller. 

Sir J. Hcrschel, with his usual candour, does not attempt to 
gloss over the error into w^hich he had fallen. The error w’as 
quite natural, and the remark he m<akes is most just, namely, that 
• this is not the first by many instances in the history of scientific 
progress, where, of iw^o possible courses, each at the mo- 
ment equally plausible, the wrong has been chosen.' t Sir 
John’s final result is an orbit described in 182 years, with 
a major semi-axis of only 3"*58. But other astrononieis 
are of opinion that a period of about 143 years is the true 
one. Madler and Henderson were of this opinion, which shows 
that some uncertainty still exists; — an uncertainty inherent 
in the problem, since both hypotheses satisfy the observations 
fairly, as may be seen by comparing Sir J. Herschers Table of 
Calculated and Observed Places with Professor Henderson’s in 
Captain Smyth's Cycle of Celestial Objects, vol. i. p. 486. A good 
deal depends on the choice of observations to be satisfied ; those 
by different astronomers, and particularly by the elder Struve, 
appearing to have peculiar and constant sources of error. 

But there is a circumstance purely geometrical which creates 
great ambiguity. The inclination of the plane of the real elliptic 
orbit (for, throughout, the conformity of the elliptic motion to the 
law of gravity is assumed) to the radius of vision or to the ideal 
concave surface of the celestial sphere, is absolutely unknown h 

* Attronomische Nachriclitcn, No. 363, for 1838, and No. 452, for 1842. 

t Foiitenelle, we think, adds that the least jvobable is comnaoiilj the true one, A 
curious and similar, but less justifiable, mistake occurs in Professor Playfair's estimate 
of the shortest time required by a heavy body to describe the slide of Alfmach, 8u|)* 
potiug it a cycloid, which be makes about a fourth part small. But it is just to 
recollect contrary instances, when they do occur, showing that fate is not alttay$ 
adverse to the bold inquirer. Of this several circumstancei in the recent discovery of 
Neptune offer striking instances. 
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priori. But though an ell ipse seen obliquely always appears as an 
ellipse, the position of the focus (the principal or central star) 
ina}' be totally distorted by the effect of perspective ; and as the 
law of the equable description of areas will also hold in the dis- 
torted ellipse, we are wholly destitute of a perception of incon- 
gruity, which would immediately flow from attempting to satisfy 
observations by an apparent ellipse whose focus should coincide 
with the position of the greater star. 

Sir John Herschel’s method of determining sidereal orbits 
(described in the 5th vol. of the Astronomical IMenioirs) will 
undoubtedly bo mainly judged of by the fact whether his orbit 
or that of Madlcr and Henderson shall be found to be correct, 
which future observations must soon determine. Its principle is 
two-fold : to take moan results deduced by graphical inter- 

polation, instead of single results of observation, for the basis of 
calculation; secomlhf, to reject all measures of distance between 
the stars for the determination of the elements, saving only the 
axis of the ellipse, and to effect this by the use of angles of posi- 
tion merely. The first principle, we can hardly doubt, will be ulti- 
mately assented to. Upon the second we are more doubtful, 
offering however our scruples with the deference due to so great 
an authority. It may be very true that angles of position are 
far more accurately obtained relatively to the speed with which 
they vary ; but this is not enough. The relation of the cor- 
responding distances (or radii veefores) must be in some way or 
other ascertained ; and Sir J. Herschel deduces them from the 
well-known principle that by the equality of areas the radii vary 
inversely as the square roots of the angular velocity. But to 
obtain the angular velocity y we incur chances of error far greater 
than that of determining angles of position merely. Sir J. Her- 
schel determines them by drawing tangents to an interpolating 
curve. We have had some experience of such interpolation, and 
we can affirm that when the points of observation are at all dis- 
tant or irregular, the drawing of tangents is a process attended 
with the utmost hazard of error — in very many cases exceeding, we 
should think, the probable error arising from micrometric errors 
of distance.^ It is in fact determining a quantity of a lower order 
of magnitude than that obtained from observation, whereas the 
errors in the direct distance are at least of the same order as 
those of observation. When the observations of position are 
multiplied and close,, some allowance may be made for the 
goodness of the method ; but when the observations are 20 years 
apart (as in the present case for 1781, 1803, 1822), it seems to 


* CapUkin Smyth m«ntioitt that Sir J. Heivchel has abandoned the mathod of 
tangents, and employs first and even ssoond difihrences. (Cycdr, rol. ii* p. 280, Mofe.) 
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us to leave far too much in the hands of the interpolator. And, 
indeed, this may be gathered from the fact that Sir J. Herschel’s 
interpolations of the older observations, in his paper of 1832 and 
in the present work, lead to considerable differences in estimating 
the angular velocities, and, consequently, the radii vectores; 
differences which we believe will be found pretty much equivalent 
to the chances of error in the direct measurement of the latter. 
It is indeed plain from the present work that Sir John has had 
trouble with his micrometers, and that they are instruments still 
in point of accuracy very far below the requirements of astronomy ; 
but the very Table which he gives, comparing the com])uted and 
observed distances (p. 299) satisfies us that the observations can- 
not be so very bad — the extreme difference (of those micrometri- 
cally measured) amounting to only a quarter of a second^ and the 
average to less than half that quantity. It is fair to add, however, 
that some of these numbers are the mean of several distinct re- 
sults.* 

The Third Chapter, which contains two sections, appears to us 
to be the most novel, curious, and ingenious, perhaps even the 
most practically important of the whole. It is upon Astrometry, 
or the measurement of the relative brilliancy of different stars. 
Every one knows that the stars visible to the naked eye are divided 
into six classes or magnitudes^ the first being the brightest and 
least numerous. It is also well known that such a subdivision 
has hitherto been wholly arbitrary, not even a standard star having 
been fixed upon as the representative of each class ; and that it 
has also been most inaccurate, since many stars marked of the 
third and even of the fourth magnitude are found to be brighter 
than those of the second, and this in far too great a number of 
instances to allow us to suppose that such inversions of order 
are always or generally due to actual changes in the apparent 
lustre of the objects themselves. 

That Sir John Herschel should have succeeded (and we 
are persuaded all competent judges will admit that he has done 
so) in classifying a great number of the more important stars in 
both hemispheres in the exact order of their brightness at the 
time his catalogue was made, and this (in the first instance) 
without the aid of any other instrument than his unassisted eye ; 
that he should have been able to put a determinate value upon the 

* In the Compitg^Rendut of the French Academy (29th of Noveiaber, lh47) ws find 
an interesting research, by M. Otto Struve, of the orbit of the satellite of Neptune, an 
in<|piry of exactly the same kind as that in the case of double stan ; witli this difference, 
however, that the orbit is described in the short space of less than tise datf$. The greatest 
error of distance (compared with the hypotheticalorbi^is about 1'' or ^ of the distance 
meiisared. The greatest error of position is The method pursued foranding 
the orbit is not mentioued, but was probably £ncke*s or MSdler's. 
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vague definition of ' magnitude/ and that conformable to the 
average value which practical astronomers have chosen to give it ; 
that he should have been able not only to assign the order of the 
intermediate stars, but to give niimerical fractional values to the 
intensity of their light, and by the coincidence of independent 
results show that these numbers may be depended on in most 
cases to within one-'twerdieth of the interval separating two * mag- 
nitudes^ is a result not only of the highest importance to astronomy 
by converting what is vague into what is definite, and by declaring 
to all generations the gradation of the brightness of stars in our 
day, but it is a splendid example of an induction in science ; an 
admirable lesson to the student of natural philosophy, of that 
intellectual alchemy (known, alas ! to how few) by which precious 
truth may be extracted from a seemingly hopeless mass of rubbish, 
like an ounce of silver from a ton of lead. We must attempt to 
give some account of these ingenious processes. 

The first section is on " Astrometry, or the Numerical Expres- 
sion of the apparent Magnitude of the Stars, by the method of 
Sequoices," We shall introduce it in Sir J. Herschel’s own 
words : — 

‘Without (ILssuacJing from the introduction of new, and the improve- 
ment of old instrumental contrivances (or astrometers) for this pur- 
pose , , . , I am disposed to rely mainly for the formation of a real 
scale of magnitudes on comparisons made by the unassisted judgment 
of the naked eye. The metliod which I have followed for this purpose, 
and which, to distinguish it from others which Iiave been or may here- 
after be proposed, 1 shall term the method of Sequences, is in some 
sort an extension and carrying out of Sir William Herschers metliod 
of naked-eye comparisons, described in his papers above mentioned, 
so modified and generalize<l as to afford a handle for educing from it 
a numerical scale of values of the magnitudes of the stars compared, 
which it was not capable of doing in its original form and as practised 
by him. In this method, stars visible at one time, and favourably, or- 
rather not unfavourably^ situated for comparison, are arranged in 
sequences by the mere judgment of the naked eye, and these sequences 
treated according to a certain peculiar and regular system (to be ex- 
plained presently) are employ^ to obtain in one unbroken series a 
graduating scale of steps, from the brightest down to the ftiintest stars 
visible to the eye. Numerical values are then subsequently assigned, 
and as the scale in this case is entirely arbitrary, and no photometric 
relations but those of more and less bright are used, these numbers 
may be so assigned as to conform on a general average to any usage 
or nomenclature which may be fixed upon or taken as the genei^ 
average of astronomers. Waiving all discussion of the greater orfeas 
propriety of the magnitudes assigned by this or that observer, X have 
thought it beat on the whole to adopt as my standard of astrometiical 
nomenclature the catalogue of the Astronomical Society of 2881 stars, . 

VOL. Lxxxv. NO. CLXfX. c published 
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published in 1827, being well aware that the magnitudes there assigned 
are those of different epoclis and different observers (but all of emi- 
nence), and tijat in individual cases many and considerable errors exist. 
The mode in whicli I have eliminated these errors and secured a true 
coincidence between the results of tny observations and the magnitudes 
of the catalogue in question taken as a wholc^ will be explained in 
due course, and will I believe be found to be quite free from objection.’ 
— p. 305. 

We have then a tabular view of the results of individual nights* 
observation, in which a lar^fcr or smaller number of stars arc 
arranged simply in the order in which they appear more or less 
bright : these are the Observed Sequences. One of these lists is 
then taken and compared with the other lists in the following 
way : — any two or more stars common to two lists ought to be 
found in the same gradation of brightness. If the stars be tein- 
])orarily denoted by the letters A, B, C, D, &c., in the true order 
of their brightness, this order ought never to be inverted in the 
sequences, but if it is so (through unfavourable circumstances or 
errors of observation) it will be restored by the average of all the 
comparisons of the given stars. In the case when a star C, for 
instance, has been noted an equal number of times brighter y and 
less bright, than D, then they will be j)rovisionally assumed to be 
equal. 

By compendious methods which we cannot stop to describe, 
the average result of all the direct comparisons of stars by two 
and two in a continued chain from the brightest to the least 
bright, is presented in one table called a Normal Sequence. This 
includes about 140 stars, from the brightest of the first down to 
the fifth full magnitude (p. 334), every individual of which is 
known, with all the certainty which belongs to direct ocular com- 
parison, to be less bright than its predecessor on the scale, but 
more bright than its immediate successor. But this list is very 
far from including all' the stars in the original sequences, for 
many or most stars will not happen to have been directly com- 
pared with the particular star which ought immediately to precede 
or Uf follow them in a perfectly graduated list. For example, 
let A, B, C, D, &c., now represent the unbroken chain or normal 
sequence. By this we understand that on one or more occasions'" 
C has been compared in the heavens with B, and seen to be less 
bright, and has also been compared with D, and been found 
brighter than it. But we may suppose another star c, which has 
been directly compared with B, and found less bright, but not 
bating been compared with D, but only with E or r, and found 
brighter than them, its place will be uncertain, because we should 
not know whether to place it before or after D or ; and the 
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compared stars may be even more distant on the scale. Sir J . 
Hcrschel extricates himself from this difficulty with admirable 
address in the following way. 

Having wiiiten the names of the stars in the unbroken or 
normal sequence, he adds to each its 'magnitude/ taken from 
Mr. Daily’s catalogue of *2881 stars before mentioned. These 
are confessedlv but rude, often inaccurate indications. We find, 
for instance, stars marked as of the third and Jifth magnitudes 
occurring (in the true scale of brightness) intermediate between 
two of the second. This looks hopeless enough. Sir John, 
however, first 'equalizes’ these magnitudes bylfcscriblng to each 
star the mean of its own and of the two preceding and two 
following magnitudes in his list ; and then projecting these equal- 
ized magnitudes on paper, he p.ares down the remaining rugged- 
ness of the transitions from the one to the other by drawing a 
smooth cur\e amongst the points representing the ' equalized ^ 
tabular magnitudes of each. One awkwardness occurs in the 
notation ; there arc stars brighter than the average of the first 
magnitude, such as Sirius, Canopus, and a Centauri. These 
are denoted by fractions less than unity, Jind as such fractions tend 
to no definite standard, they remain, as Sir J. Hcrschel observes, 
at present wholly arbitrary, having no pretension to photometrical 
accuracy ; thus Sirius has its magnitude denoted by 0* 1. 

The next step, which is to include stars not directly compared 
with their nearest rivals in splendour, is very easily conceived, for 
w^e can generally find in the corrected sequence* to which they 
belong a star brighter and one less bright, which have had nume- 
rical values assigned to them by the process last described. The 
mean of these values is to he regarded ])rovisionaUg as that of the 
intcj'polated star. 

‘ Take, for example, (3 Ceti ; this star, in the corrected sequence 
No. 21, is found between S ArgCis (2’55t) and k Orionis (2*68), 
being the only star in that sequence intermediate between them. The 
arithmetical mean between these values is 2 '61. Again, in the cor- 
rected sequence No. 28, I find interposed between a Arietis (2* 48) 
and (3 Hydrce (3*23) three stars, /3 Ceti, g. Phcenicis, and a Oeti, 
from which, supposing these arithmetical means equidistant from each 
other and the two extremes, we find the value 2*67. And again, in 
the corrected sequence No. 30, 1 find /3 Ceti singly interposed between 
j3 [a?] Arietis (2*48) and k Orionis (2 '68), which affords a 
third value of 2*5S for the numerical expression of its magnitude 
on this scale. ThQ mean of the.se three determinations, 2 * 62 , may 


* Cornettd tepimeeM are formed fh)m the observed sequences, when 4^ mutui^ooui- 
parison they have been freed fVom conflicting errors. The normal seyaMgee is eon* 
■tructed from dfe corrected sequences, 
t The magnitude of S ArgAs in the normal sequence. 
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be regarded as the inagnitude {oji this scale) within very moderate 
probable limits of error/ — p. 336. 

What has now been stated explains so fully the scope of the 
method employed by Sir J. Herschel, that we spare our readers 
the detail of a final interpolation and additional rounding off of 
individual errors by n graphical process which comjdetes the dis- 
cussion ; its success may be best judged of by its results. I'he 
following are the final estimates of ‘ magnitude’ of two stars selected 
almost at random from amongst those pretty frequently observed: 
the numbers in question are derived from independent observed 
sequences on different nights. 


a Lupi. 

y Virginia. 

2-80 

3*05 

2*80 

3*08 

2*80 

2*95 

2*81 

3*11 

2*81 

3*45 

2*83 

3*00 

2*83 

2*93 

2*84 

3*17 

2*83 

2*97 

Mean 2*82 

Mean 3*08 


No less than 4 jI stars have their relative brightness thus de- 
termined, and Sir John gives us the welcome information that ho 
is still occupied in applying his admirable system to the stars of 
the northern hemisphere.* Of course the highest use of such a 
catalogue is to detect in future ages conspicuous changes in the 
brightness of the stars ; but in the mean while, during the very 
time of its formation the author has been led to more than sus- 
pect evident changes in some of the objects which he examined 
.even within that short period. The important case of 03 Argfts 
has been already mentioned ; a Hydra; and 0 Ursae Minoris 
appear to have changed their magnitudes within short intervals of 
time. Sir John seems to regard it as probable that some change 
of brightness is the common character of suns ; and — pursuing 
a happy suggestion of his father’s (Phil. Trans 1796, p. 186, 
quoted in the work before us, p. 351), that certain changes in 
our own globe may have been due to the variable radiant energy 
of our own sun — he thus applies it : — 

^ The grand phenomena of geology afford, as it appears to me, the 
highest presumptive evidence of changes in the general climate of our 
globe. 1 cannot otherwise understand alternations of heat and cold, so 
extensive as at one period to have clothed high northern latitudes with 

obfenre, however, that in the Aptiendix he gi ves some corapariions for foutbeni 
and northern atari, and indicates that he nai abandoned the inquiry for the present. 

a more 
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a more than tropical luxuriance of vegetation, at another to have buried 
vast tracts of middle Europe, now enjoying a genial climate and smiling 
with fertility, under a glacier^ crust of enormous thickness. Such 
changes seem to point to some cause more powerful than the mere 
local distribution of land and water (according to Mr. Lyell’s views) 
can well be supposed to have been. In the slow secular variations of 
our supply of light and heat from the sun, which in the immensity of 
time past may have gone to any extent, and succeeded each other in 
any ord.er without violating the analogy of sidereal phenomena which 
we know to have taken place, we have a cause, not indeed established 
as a fact, but readily admissible as something beyond a bare possibility, 
fully adequate to the utmost requirements of geology. A change of 
half a magnitude in the lustre of the sun, regarded as a fixed star, 
spread over successive geological epochs — now progressive, now re- 
ceding, now stationary, according to the evidence of warmer or colder 
general teni])erature wliich geological research has tlisclosed or may 
hereafter reveal — is vhat no astronomer would now hesitate to admit 
as in itself a perfectly reasonable and not improbable supposition. 
Such a supposition has assuredly far less of extravagance about it than 
the idea that the sun by its own j)roper motion may, in indefinite ages 
past, have ti*aversed regions so crowded with stars as to affect the 
climate of our planet by the influence oi their radiation.’ — p. 351. 

The other section of the chapter on the Light of the Stars is 
devoted to the account of an attempt to com])are photometrically 
the stars with one another, that is, to discover tlic actual propor- 
tions'of the quantities of light which they send to the eye. 

This is altogether a more ambitious and ditlicuU research than 
the last. If it has not been attended with the same success, we 
are not certainly disposed to find fault with the ingenious and 
patient experimenter, but rather to express our unqualified admi- 
ration at the address with wdiicli, from rough results apparently so 
hopelessly inconsistent as those which he at first obtained by the 
use of his instrument, he has constructed a coherent tissue of 
co-ordinated facts, not ahvavs even, or devoid of rents and patches, 
but still forming on the whole a very serviceable fabric. The 
student will be delighted by the quickness with which he catches 
at the expression of the laws which his results (after a good deal 
of manipulation) arc compelled to yield — at the happy foresight 
with which he knows how, by neglecting what is discrepant in 
different series, to seize firm possession of wdiat they have in 
common, to express it by a beautiful and simple empirical for- 
mula, and to compel even the accidents of the numerical quan- 
tities which enter into it, to aid him in the concise perspicuity of 
expression with which he unfolds his results. 

All this, to be rightly uifUerstood and enjoyed, must be studied 
in the original ; We will merely glance at the method and the 
results. 

The 
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The light of the moon is taken as the standard of comparison. 
Her rajs are deviated by total reflection in a prism until' their 
direction nearly coincides with that of the star to be observed. 
The reflected light is condensed by a lens of short focus, so as to 
form a small radiant image of the moon, which is viewed by the 
eye at different distances until it appears nearly similar in bright- 
ness to the star. The distance is then measured. As the square 
of that distance, so is the light of the star. Tlie state of more or 
less fulness of the moon is allowed for by calculation ; but, notwith- 
standing this precaution, the comparative brightness of the same stai- 
on different nights varied so excessively as to seem to show that the 
method was altogether useless. It was observed, however, that the 
brightnesses of the stars thus obtained during one evening bore a 
pretty constant ratio ichen compared icith one another , though not 
as compared with the calculated light of a full moon ; and it was 
found that the error depended upon the phase, or fulness of the 
moon, and w^as owing to the greater or less brightness of the 
ground of the sky (illuminated by the moon’s rays) against which 
the stars were seen. Thus — though the brightness of a Centauri 
relatively to the effect of the whole lunar disc (calculated by pro- 
portion from the phase on a given evening) appeared smaller 
when the moon’s phase was great than when it was small, because 
it was seen on a more luminous background in the first case than 
in the second — the comparative brightness of Centauri will be 
similarly affected ; and, therefore, the relative brightness of a and 
8, or of any two stars observed on the same night may be deduced. 
Sir J. Herschel finds from the totality of his observations a co- 
efficient of reduction applicable to all stars on the same evening,* 
from which he obtains this interesting result, that ‘ the effective 
impression of a star on the retina is inversely as the square of the 
illumination of the yround of the sky on which it is seen projected,^ 

— p. 368. 

After making due allowances on the ground just explained, 
Sir J, Herschel arrives (p. 367) at the corrected relative bright- 
ness of 69 stars. Of course some standard star must be taken ; 

* He auumes this < equalizing factor* to be * constant through any single series* of 
observations (p. 361, last line). Hut can this be granted? We rather think not. 
Indeed the important inversions in the order of brightnesses by the photometric nietluul 
in p. 371, com]jared to the ascertained order of 8e(juence when viewed by the naked 
eye, seem (after making due allowance for the limited number and di0icu1ty of the 
obs^ations) to show some fundamental defect in the assumption that the * equalizing 
factor* is constant for the same evening. As the moon moves amongst the stars, they 
are placed in a more or less highly luminous ground de{}ending on their angular dis- 
tane# turn her ; and though the elongation varied only from 60^ or 70^ to (p. 355), 

t^>d^reoce is not to be neglected ; still less the greater or 1 m proximity of Uie stars 
to the horizon, owing to the more intense illumination of the background 
iK^OpOurfl abound. 

' and 
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and he s[dopts a. Centauri as unity (1000). We must remember 
that this star is much above the average brightness of the stars 
of the first magnitude. Canopus sends to tbe eye twiccj Sirius 
four times as much light as this bright star. The data are con- 
fessedly imperfect, many of tbe ^experiments being the very 
earliest tr^ls of the method ; also the discrepancies are consi- 
derable ; but such is the backwardness and yet the importance of 
the subject, that we are glad to accept of this table as a com- 
mencement. 

A most interesting comparison is then made between the 
photometrical numbers and the arbitrary " magnitudes ’ assigned 
by the method of sequences, which we have previously detailed ; 
and the author arrives at this curious result, that if the arbi- 
trary numbers called magnitudes be all increased by the fraction 
0*4 (a matter attended with no inconvenience, seeing that now 
for the first time have the magnitudes been specified with any 
degree of exactness or comparability), the effective brightness (to 
the eye) of any star will be inversely as the square of its mag- 
nitude, or the new scale of magnitudes will represent the distances 
of the respective stars from our system^ on the supposition of an 
intrinsic equality in the brightness of the stai's themselves. 

'J'he Fourth Chiqilcr, which concludes the strictly sidereal part of 
Sir John’s work, is on ^ the Distribution of Stars and the Con- 
stitution of the Galaxy in the Southern Hemisphere.’ Here we 
have a mass of patient and careful work most excellently reduced. 
I’he kind of observation is chiefly Sir W. Herschel’s method of 
gauging y or counting the stars, visible at once in the field of the 20- 
feet reflector, over different parts of the heavens. The main result 
is the clearly established increasing paucity of stars in zones receding 
either way from the great circle which is nearly traced out by the 
Milky Wayt which is founded ‘on the actual enumeration of 
6«,948 stars in 2299 fields!’ (p. 380)— 

‘ Were we to calculate/ adds the author, ‘ upon these averages, the 
number of stars visible enough to he distinctly counted in the 20 feet 
reflector in our hemisphere, throwing together into one the gauges 
observed in corresponding zones north and south of the Galactic Circle 
by way of obtaining a broader average, we should find it to be 
2,665,786, and for the two hemispheres, supposing them equally rich, 
5,331,572, or somewhat less than hi millions. That the actual 
number is much greater there can be little doubt, when we consider 
that large tracts of the Milky Way exist so crowded as to defy counting 
the gauges, not by reason of the smallness of the stai^, but their 
Humber^^p. 381. 

This estimate appears, we confm, smaller than one might have 
expected. But it is singular that in an almost simultaneoni 
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quite independent publication by the^lder Struve, entitled Etudes 
d* Astronomie Stellaire, we find, deduced from the gauges of Sir 
William Herschel, a number of visible stars nearly four times as 
great ; nor are we prepared at present to account for the variation, 
which lies, we observe, principally in the estimation of the num< 
bers in the more crowded zone, the Milky Way itsqjf. As we 
have mentioned Struve’s very interesting work, we cannot help 
adding that the coincidence of its appearance with Sir J. HerscheVs 
must give a great impulse to the study of sidereal astronomy ; and 
that Sir John’s important facts, most cautiously and sedulously 
separated from any theory whatever about the distribution of worlds 
and the ' Constitution of the Heavens,’ come in excellent time 
to afford a fresh basis upon which reasonings like those of Struve 
may proceed, wherein the ‘ gauging of the heavens,’ a task hitherto 
attempted only by the two Herschel s, and now extended to the 
very Antarctic Pole, is not a more important element than the 
determination of magnitudes and brilliancy to which we have 
before referred. But all this must be postponed for the present. 

The Fifth Chapter includes observations of Halley’s Comet, 
with remarks on the physical condition of Comets generally. If 
we had not nearly exhausted our space we might have dwelt upon 
the many curious points which this chapter brings into view ; but 
it is the less to be regretted, as upon so popular a subject most 
readers will prefer consulting the original. Herschel dwells 
much upon the surprising increase of volume in the envelope of the 
luminous head or nucleus of the comet which took place imme- 
diately after its reappearance from the perihelion, or nearest ap- 
proach to the sun. It was first seen and measured by Sir John 
on the 25th of January, 1836, when it was expanding at such a 
rate that it might almost be said (like tropical vegetation) to grow 
under the eye furnished with a powerful magnifier. Our author 
actually measured its changes from hour to hour ; in one day it 
doubled its real bulk, and from the 25lh of January to the 1 1th 
of February, after making allowance for its approach to the earth, 
its cubical volum^ was enlarged seventy four fold. During all this 
time the symmetry and definition of the head or envelope was so 
well maintained that the bulk could be fairly estimated from the 
apparent increase of the diameter. On the 22nd January it was 
observed in Europe as a star of the sixth magnitude without any 
envelope at all. From tha^xlate it increased uniformly in its linear 
dimension. 

These interesting facts (and others which we cannot stop to 
jmticularise) lead Sir J. Herschel to some remarks on4be phy- 
sical constitution of comets, the boldness of which will surprise 
mo^l readers, but which are very characteristic of the warmth of 

the 
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the author's enthusiasm when something unexplained coities 
across him, and the geniality of the imaginative faculty which is 
ever present in the originators of great theories, though they may 
not always choose to expose their crude conjectures to the Criti- 
cisms of the unsympathizing and morose. 

Sir John is of opinion that the Envelope existed even olf the 
22nd of January, though invisible, and ceased to be so in conse- 
quence of its condensation into the state of a fog or mist, due to 
the cold arising from the rapid recession of the comet from the 
sun. He next infers that as the form of the envelope is not 
spherical, but paraboloidal, the surfaces of equilibrium of the 
vapour in its transparent state are so too ; and that the laws of 
gravitation as at present recognised are altogether insnjjwient to 
account for it. — (p. 407.) What then ? ‘ Such a form as one of 

equilibrium is inconceivable without the admission of repulsive 
as well as attractive forces.’ — p. 407. 

‘ Nor let any one,’ he adds, ‘ be startled at the assumption of such a 
repulsive force as is liere supposed. Let it be borne in mind that we 
are dealing (in the tails of comets) with phenomena utterly incompa- 
tible with our ordinary notions of gravitating matter. If they be ma- 
terial in that ordinary received sense which assigns to them only inertia 
* and attractive gravitation, where, I would ask, is the forqtj which can 
carry them round in the perihelion passage of tJie nucleiis in a direc- 
tion continually pointing from the sun — in the manner of a rigid rod 
swept round by some strong directive power, and in contravention of 
all tlie laws of planetary motion, which would reejuire a lower angular 
movement of the more remote particles, such as no attraction to the 
Nucleus could give them, though ever so intense? The tail of the 
comet of 1680, in five days after its perihelion passage, extended far 
beyond the earth’s orbit, having in that brief interval shifted its an- 
gular direction nearly 150". Where can we find in its gravitation 
either to the sun or its nucleus any cause for this extravagant sweep ?* 
— p. 408. 

The solution indicated in the text, and defended at some length 
in a note (p. 409), amounts to this, llial electrical agencies must 
Iwnceforth be admitted into astronomical theories. , And this elec- 
trical energy is not only to reside in the gaseous envelope of the 
comet (a circumstance in itself analogically not improbable), but 
also in the Sun, and that with a force sufficient (as the above 
quotation indicates) to act with extreme energy at (i^tances far 
beyond the radius of the earth’s orbit ! The phenomenon to be 
explamed is no doubt very strange and unaccountable, and per<* 
haps to many persons Sir John’s argument may appear more con- 
clusive thin it does to us. Were this argument, and all similar 
argumenti and hypotheses (for of course it is not intended to rank 
almve a mere first idea of a possible hypothesis), to be enlisted in 
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the cause of science only by Herscbels, the world would certainly 
be more likely to gain than to lose by their introduction. But 
we dread the general amnesty which such high authority will 
appear to afford to the crowd of speculators who at present infest 
us with empirical nostrums for the solution of unexplained pro- 
bleitlFs^ and the interpretation of ambiguous phenomena. And — 
though perhaps we may smile at the triumph with which M. De- 
inonville and the anti-Newtonians will hail Sir J. Herschcl’s 
admission, that a single law of attraction acting through the ce> 
lestial spaces no longer explains the phenomena — we shall have a 
much more formidable array of sciolists, who, founding upon their 
own partial and inaccurate knowledge of many subjects, will 
undoubtedly strive to bring together heterogeneous laws to explain 
complicated effects, and build up what they call theories, devoid 
of probability, incapable of prooC and bafliing to any head, save 
that of the inventor, to comprehend. We need hardly add that 
electricity has long been the talisman of this school ; the salvo of 
every hypothesis, the endorser of every questionable bill current 
in the world of science. Without presuming to affirm that Sir 
John Herschel has not good grounds for putting forth in a tan- 
gible shape an opinion upon which, probably, he has long been 
speculating, we feel some misgivings about its effect as a lesson 
in philosophizing — one less impressive certainly, but more likely 
to be popular, than the severe examples of induction and analysis 
with* which the rest of his work abounds. 

The Sixth Chapter is on the Satellites of Saturn. The 
youngest reader who has ever surveyed in ‘ The Wonders of the 
Telescope ’ an engraving of Saturn with his ring and seven moons, 
must retain for life a kind of special interest in the details of so 
exquisite a microcosm, perhaps the most beautiful revelation of 
the telescope. 

" Our acquaintance with the Saturnian system has been exactly 
progressive with the optical power of our instruments. The dis- 
covery of the anomalous figure of the planet by Galileo, who pro- 
nounced .it to consist of three di^finct members — * Altissimum 
planetain tergeminum observavi* — was succeeded by the more 
perfect view obtained by Huyghens, who ably sketched the form 
of the ring in its most open state, and correctly explained the 
mystery oQts occasional disappearance as its plane passes through 
the eye of tlie spectator or the sun. The division of the ring into 
two parts and the belts on Saturn’s body were noted by ^ssini : 
and the determination of the exact dimensions of the rinfv of its 
position as respects the planet, and the existence of«rfiner divi- 
sions which seem to be perceptible on its outer portion, the rota- 
tion of the planet and of the ring, have occupied all the leading 

astronomers 
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astronomers of recent times — whilst the laws of its motion or 
equilibrium have engaged the attention of the ablest analysts, and 
speculations respecting its possible origin have been amongst the 
most favourite of the themes of cosmogonists. 

Each side of this great ring (regarding it as one continuous 
body) has a surface nearly 140 times that of our globe, form- 
ing the greatest geometrical plane in existence. Its exterior 
diameter is 176,000 miles; whilst its thickness is estimated by 
Sir John Herschel at less than 100 miles, or one 1760lh of its 
diameter ; which is about the proportion that the thickness of a 
sheet of common writing paper bears to a circle cut out of it fully 
7 inches in diameter ! It is surely the most wonderful object in 
the universe ! 

Some time has elapsed since the present volume appeared. 
At that period seven satellites of Saturn were admitted. No 
new one had been dlsc<n’ered for almost sixty years, and very, 
very few astronomers had ever seen the two innermost, dis- 
covered by Sir William Herschel in 178J. Sir John Herschel 
records hut one, and that a doubtful observation of the closest of 
the two, during his five years* residence at the Cape. The 
third, fourth, and fifth in order from the body of the planet were 
discovered by Domenic Cassini in 1684 ; the sixth and most 
conspicuous by Iluyghens in 1655; and the outermost (at a dis- 
proportionate distance beyond the others) by Cassini in 1671 : it 
was therefore the second of the series revealed by the telescope. 

In consequence of some writers having numbered the satellites 
in the order of their discovery, and others in the order of their 
nearness to the planet, confusion has been introduced. This 
Sir J. Herschel jiroposes to remedy by adopting mythological 
names for them, and he has selected those of the Titans and 
Titanesses, brothers and sisters of Saturn, since, he very gravely 
adds, Jis Saturn devoured his children, his family could not be 
assembled round him!’ Since the recent ^Special Commission’ 
for dragging planets to light, few persons will be bold enough 
to enumerate, off hand and in order, the names of even the primary 
bodies of our system ; but to include the mythology of the 
secondaries will be an effort trying to the asCtonomer who has 
forgotten his Lempriere. 

Sir John Herschel has by his careful measures of Repositions 
of the satellites enlarged considerably our hitherto im]>erfect 
knowRdge of the forms of their orbits — an inquiry which in its 
general form is exactly analogous to the determination of the 
orbit of ai double star from anglee of position alone, which in this 
case was the more necessary because most of the satellites are 
utterly invisible in the achromatic equatorial, to which he trusted 

for 
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for direct measures of the distances of objects from one another. 
The inquiry was simplified in the case of the six satellites nearest 
to the planet by the assumption that their orbits are in the plane 
of the ring, which is not even approximately true for the outmost 
satellite. For four of the seven Sir J. Herschel has deduced 
the periods or mean motions (which generally coincide well with 
Sir William HerscheFs determination), the epochs, eccentricity, 
and perisaturnium. 

Since these observations were published a most interesting dis- 
covery has been made, that of an eighth satellite of Saturn, be- 
tween the bright or Huvghenian satellite and the outmost disco- 
vered by Cassini, which, it has been already stated, lies at a 
distance seemingly disproportioned to tlie others. This most 
delicate observation (how delicate we can understand when we 
find Sir J. Herschel unable with his exquisite 18-inch specula, 
and under the sky of the Cape of Good Hope, to verify the 
existence of all the old seven) is due — not to the use of the 
gigantic reflector of Lord Rosse, nor of the unmatched achro- 
matic of Pulkowa, the pride of the Munich workshops — but to 
the skill and energy of i\Ir. Lassell, a private individual engaged 
in the active daily fulfilment of the duties of a mercantile profes- 
sion in Liverpool. To the same gentleman we owe the discovery 
of the satellite, and probably also of a ring belonging to Neptune ; 
and he too has seen one of those four smaller satellites of Uranus 
whose existence is avouched by the authority of the elder Herschel, 
bttt which had never been seen out of the garden of Slough. 

Whilst Mr. Lassell has successfully contended with two most 
serious impediments to the amateur astronomer, the arduous and 
periodically recurring calls of professional business, and one of 
the haziest and most overcast skies in the United Kingdom, he 
has vanquished a diflicuhy more serious than either — he has con- 
structed with his own hands the implements he was to use — 
grinding his specula by a machine invented by himself, and 
executed by his friend and able coadjutor Mr. James Naysrnith 
of Manchester ; and mounting them in a tube with an equatorial 
motion — a problem which has for the first time been successfully 
resolved in its application to so cumbrous an instrument as a re- 
flecting telescope of two feet aperture. It is needless to add 
that Mr. Lasseirs time and mechanical skill would have been 
thrown away had he not possessed the highest qualifications of 
a successful observer. I'hese are many: a keen eye and a 
steady hand, a patient mind, and a body inured to fatigue, 
watching, and privation of rest — a zeal unquenchable in the 
aspiration to unfold the phenomena of the Creator's universe 
-^and a bold imagination to^ believe that it has discovered what 
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it scarcely dares to hope — a ri^id judgment and a habit of 
numerical accuracy resolved to dispel every illusion^ however 
fascinating ; — ‘these are a few of the most indispensable gifts of 
the mere observer, regarded as such ; and surely no one can 
doubt that occupations requiring such talents, when voluntarily 
made the engagement of hours withdrawn from anxious worldly 
toil, and usually given to rest, must ennoble the heart and the 
intellect, and shed a halo of serene dignity round a home which 
is besides cheered by the light of domestic sympathy. The 
discoveries now referred to have received very recently a well- 
merited acknowledgment in the medal of the Royal Astronomical 
Society. Mr. Lassell, in our opinion, claims the highest rank to 
which the practical astronomer can aspire ; as such he is an honour 
to Liverpool and to England. — We must not, however, close this 
notice without adding that by one of those startling coincidences 
which do occur, and which have been lately not uncommon in 
astronomy, this verv satellite of Saturn was almost simultaneously 
discovered in the United States of America by Mr. Bond. Not 
only was there no time for the transmission of the news one way 
or other across the Atlantic, but — allowing for the uncertainty 
which must affect the first observations of such a body (which can 
only be distinguished from a star by ascertaining its motion ) — it 
does not clearly a])pear that a positive priority can be claimed 
for either the Old or the New World. Mr. Lassell discovered it 
to us, Mr. Bond discovered it to them. 

Sir John Herschcls anticipatory remark, that ' should an eighth 
satellite exist, the confusion of the old nomenclature would 
become intolerable,’ has been confirmed ; and this incident will 
probably reconcile all astronomers to submit to the Titanic 
phraseology, notwithstanding the threat of Lempribre. The new 
body has been called ^ Hyperion ’ with general assent. 

The final chapter on the Solar Spots does not easily admit 
of analysis. It is with more regret that we abstain from that 
section of the Appendix which contains an account of most 
ingenious and interesting experiments on the force of solar radia*» 
tion at the Cape, deduced from the observed beating effects of the 
sunbeam ; of which we find the philosophical*^\iTes%ion in the 
result that it would have sufficed to melt a plate of ice covering 
the ground 1 inch thick in 2 hours 12 minutes ; and xhe popular 
definition in the fact that Sir John constructed an ^ American 
dispatch* of some pieces of wood and two panes of glass, the sun 
being the only fire, in which eggs were roasted and beefsteaks 
broiled, * ldid eaten with no small relish by the entertained by- 
stahders/—* p, 443. In common with all interested in this ad* 
vancing branch of science (not gastronomy, but meteorology) we 
^ regret 
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regret the absence of the copious series of observations on Solar 
Radiation made by means of the ^ Actinometer,’ an instrument 
originally invented by Sir J. Herschel, observations which he 
had prepared for the press, when an unforeseen source of error 
in the very construction of the instrument threw a doubt upon 
every result yet made with it. We cannot but hope that the 
same creative genius which has done so much for the deduction 
of correct results from data affected by certain or uncertain error, 
will yet find a way to extract from the great mass of existing 
observations of the actinometer a correction which will restore to 
them their vjilue. 

In taking leave of the author, and of his splendid work, we 
cannot help recalling the evidence which it presents of great and 
sustained labour. Here we have the actual record of sleepless 
nights, and abundant proof of the toil of busy days ; we have 
before us the clear-sighted patient observer stationed on his 
little gallery at the tube of his telescope, whence he so 'olt 
out watched the Bear,’ struggling against fatigue and sleep 
we have the mechanist of his own observatory, the optician 
and constructor of his own mirrors; the artist of his own illus- 
trations ; the computer who co-ordinated and reduced all the 
multifarious results of the campaign; and lastly, the philosopher 
who witfi consummate address has unfolded in clear and unambi- 
guous terms the conclusions deducible from the whole. And if 
we are sometimes tempted to wish that some meaner hand had 
been found to work out the mechanical details of calculation, or 
to form those laborious star-maps of the densely populous re- 
gions of the sky which we have adverted to as displaying an 
effort of patience and care truly admirable, we are checked by 
reflecting upon the important lesson wliich it teaches; — that in 
every branch of human acquirement, toil is the only fair and sure 
<^ondition of fame ; that in the sweat of our brow the fruits of 
knowledge are to be gathered in, as well as those which the earth 
yields to our material wants ; that the unflinching struggle of the 
mind against the tedium and disgust which operations^of detail, 
or merely mechanical, often inspire, does really fortify the cha- 
racter and givc"^ Weight to the decisions of the judgment. 

The volume closes with the following paragraph : — « 

‘The record of the site of the Reflector at Feldhausen is pre- 
served by a granite column, erected after our departure by the kind- 
ness of friends, to whom, as to the locality itself and to the colony, 
every member of my family had become, and will remain, attacheii 

• So in p. 107. • An occasional entry may have been made for tlie homely but 
uieful purpose of avoiding sleep, a thing not imaitentUd with yrobabiliig of hroktn 
horns* 
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by a thousand grateful recollections of years spent in agreeable society, 
cheerful occupation, and unalloyed happiness.’— p. 452. 

We have put the word granite into italics— for we believe 
that the column, or rather obelisk, is of Craigleith sandstone. 
How difficult is it to establish certainly the simplest facts! 
Had any contemporary authority of weight declared that Archi- 
medes’ tomb was built of lava, Tully would hardly have ^j)aused^ 
to look for the epigraph of the sphere and cylinder on a block of 
marhle. A spirited viroodcut of the site is given as a tail-piece ; 
but Sir John has not added the inscription ujion it, an omission 
which we take the liberty to supply, as it probably has not been 
published in this country : — 

HERE STOOD FROM MDCCCXXXIV TO MDCCCXXXVIII 
THE REFLECTING TELESCOPE OF SIR JOHN HERSCHEL, BARONET: 
WHO DURING A RESIDENCE OF FOUR YEARS IN THIS COLONY 
CONTRIBUTED AS LARGELY BY HIS BENEVOLENT EXERTIONS 
TO THE CAUSE OF EDUCATION AND HUMANITY 
AS BY HIS EMINENT TALENTS 
TO THE DISCOVERY OF SCIENTIFIC TRUTH. 


Note. — Since these sheets were revised for press Sir John Herschel has 
published an enlarged edition of his Elementary Treatise on Astronomy, 
mentioned at page 3. The principal additions are in the departments 
of Physical and of Sidereal Astronomy, both of which appear to be 
entirely re-written. In the former he has given a rational, not a 
technical, elucidation of the lunar and planetary perturbations, includ- 
ing the disturbance of Uranus by Neptune, which led to the discovery 
of the latter ; and in doing this he has illustrated a very difficult sub- 
ject in a manner essentially new and original, as well as elementary. 
In the Sidereal dejmrtment he has embodied several of the results of 
his own Cape Observations detailed in the preceding pages, and also 
some ofthose contained in Struve’s Etudes d* Astronomic Stellaire. 

All this is a very decided improvement. We must, however, express 
a hope that this larger work (price 18.v.) will not interrupt the issue 
of the unpretending volume of Lardner^s Cyclop(edia (price only 6s.), 
which has^leen found of such extensive utility in elementary education. 
The improved and enlarged treatment of the more abstruse department 
of Physical Astronomy will sc’arcelv be felt by the great majority of 
readers (and especially of junior stuaents) to be an adequate compen- 
sation for the increase of size and cost. 
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Art. II . — Life and Letters of Thomas Campbell. By William 
Beattie, M.D., one of his Executors. In 3 vols. 1849. 

D r. BEATTIE had, we believe, published books of various 
sorts before Mr. Campbell, in the near prospect of death, 
recjuested him to undertake the care of his papers. The only one, 
however, of which we had preserved any distinct recollection, 
was an account of a tour on the Continent, performed when he 
was attached to the household of the Duke of Clarence ; and 
that would have been forgotten too, but for the ludicrous small- 
ness of its anecdotes and flatteries. '^I’his mention of an old 
sin is due to numerous impenitent references in the present 
volumes: it is a pleasanter duty to say that the poet^s selection of 
his biographer will surprise no reader of his Letters. It is evi- 
dent that during several of his latter years Mr. Campbell owed 
as much to Dr. Beattie as anj’ man ever did to a friendly physi- 
cian : and it is also pretty evident that Mr. Campbell did not at 
that time live in habits of very close intercourse with any gentle- 
man of superior standing in literature. Dr. Beattie's own allu- 
sions to their connexion are all modest; and we* hope no one will 
ever again tell Campbell’s story without doing honour to the 
best stay of his declining period. 

We cannot say that the amiable Doctor appears to have made 
much progress in dexterity. He has neither sifted well the cor- 
respondence, nor does he produce his recollections and those of 
others in a clear order. The work is clumsily done. It contains, 
however — it could not fail to do so — many interesting passages ; 
and if there is a good deal to weary the reader, there is no severer 
offence. 

The main error is one common among those to whom tasks of 
this sort fall. He has overrated his theme, and consequently, 
but very much more, the greater part of his materials. The 
smallest star is the sun of its own satellites. Campbell however 
was a real star ; and of such there are seldom many visible in the 
literary hemisphere. When he sank, the world uticipated 
authentic Memoirs : and with the more curiosity that ms life had 
been on the whole obscure ; but assuredly there was no expec- 
tation of three bulky octavos. Yet no man could be justified 
in pronouncing a priori that the executor who notified such 
dimensions must be in the wrong. It could never have been 
made out that Campbell was one of those whose writings may 
be classed with the highest trophies of practical achievement, 
whether military or political — men of the closet, who neverthe- 
less have such sway over their contemijoraries that hardly any 
details throwing light upon their characters will be other than 

acceptable 
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acceptable to posterity. But It might have come forth that, though 
the personal career attracted no great attention, it had included 
incidents which would invest the known works with a new mean- 
ing ; or he might hiive left behind him, in the shape of letters, a 
really important addition to his works — a new body of valuable 
miscellanies. On neither of these grounds however can we con- 
gratulate Dr. Beattie. As respects facts of any importance his in- 
vestigation has proved but sterile, and on the few elicited he seems 
to have rarely exercised acuteness of reflection ; — nor was Camp- 
bell gifted with that nature which abhors a vacuum, and which 
renders the letters of some of the greatest of authors about the 
most delightful part of their legacies to the world ; that ever- 
glowing necessity of the brain and the blood to which we owe the 
correspondences of Cicero, Erasmus, Voltaire, Scott, Byron — 
of Goethe, whose signet bore a star with the words ' ohne 
hast, ohne rast^' without haste, without rest — and we may 
safely add by anticipation the name of Southey. Campbell, 
beside his fine genius, had some wit and a fair share of scholar- 
ship, but his genius seldom animates the page that was meant for 
a private eye : his wit, it would seem, lay dormant, unless excited 
by society or wine ; and he kept his reading for the booksellers,, 
who employed his active hours for the most part on lucubrations 
never famous and already forgott^. Let us be thankful that, 
though the exertion of his noblest faculties was never perhaps, 
after the f rst ardours of youth, an unmixed delight, yet as it must 
have been by far the highest he ever lasted, so it was one for 
which he durst now and then pay whatever price it might 
demand. What he did with his eye set on immortality, was 
first thrown out with vehement throes, half pain, half rapture, 
and then polished with anxious and timid toil ; the happiest 
of the first suggestions not seldom suffering grievous mutila- 
tion, sometimes eclipse, in this cold process. Let us be thank- 
ful fur what has escaped such risks. It is no wonder that an 
author so framed, and compelled to give a considerable space 
of every-day to joyless, uncongenial tasks — should have found no 
stock of spirit and pleasantry for a copious and lively epilogue 
of correspondence. 

He was a Scotsman, and of course his biography begins 
with ||jgi ell of genealogy. But he bad little turn for antiquarian- 
ism : every heraldic allusion in his poems is a blunder ; and Dr. 
Beattie’s studies have not lain in the pedigree department. Whe- 
ther the race of Diarmid adopted 700 years ago the surname of a 
wandering knight, who married the heiress of the primitive chief- 
llins of l^chawe, togqj^ier with 

^ vot. LXXxvtMo. c^ix. X) ‘The ^ 
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‘ The crest 

That erst the adventurous Norman wore ’ — 
or, as most other septs always maintained, Campbell was only 
connected by the dream of Sennachies with De Campo Bello 
and the name (in its earliest written form Kambel) was in fact 
only Cambheul, or Cawmul — Gaelic for fVj'i/-nos€, as Cameron 
(Cainschronach) is Wry mouth : this is a controversy in which 
the Southron will take no interest. They will care nothing even 
about the gross blunder of the following lines — 

. ‘ Who won the Lady of the West, 

The daughter of Mac Aillin Mor : ’ — 
though, we own, it still surprises us tliat any man of the race 
should have been ignorant that the Sir Colin, from whom so many 
chiefs have delighted to be styled ‘ the son ot the great Colin,’ 
was no ancestor of the heiress of Locliawe, but the sixth in 
descent from her and her crested or crestless husband. The 
remoter history of the poet’s own branch is left in darkness, which 
also will be endured. The grandfather was one of the innumer- 
able small lairds of the tribe — Campbell of Kirnnn ; — but on his 
death, the estate, which had been over-mortg«aged, passed from 
his blood, and the ancient tower had been levelled to the ground 
long before the poet visited ^ a Scene in Argyleshirc — 

‘ Tli^grass-covcred road, 

Which the hunter of deer and the warrior tVode 
To his hills that encircle the sea — 

an exact picture — for the situation is on one of the little armlets 
of the Firth of Clyde, winding inward^ among the mountains. On 
losing this possession the family dispersed ; and a third son, Alex- 
ander Campbell, engaged in trade at Glasgow, lie was success- 
ful;- — looked up to among ^ the Virginians/ who kept the covered 
pavement of the Exchange to themselves, perambulating it at cer- 
tain hours in flowing periwigs and scarlet gowns, with long gold- 
headed canes in their hands, and not to be approached there by any 
citizen below their dignity, unless leave were formally obtained.* 
To this aristocracy of tobacco the American Revolution was a 
terrible blow ; it ruined Mr. Campbell. Others might turn 
their energies and some remnant of capital into other lines of 
adventure ; but his fortune perished utterly, and he was advanced 
in years. He had no courage for new enterprises, but received 
a small annuity from the Merchants’ House, to which his former 

, •' 1^ the curioiM {laper on the change of mannds in GlasgO# fumitbed to the 
Keir Statiftical Account by Mr. D. Dannatyne. Several parigrapht of it were lately 
qnotid in this Review (Q. R., vol. Izzxii. p. 377). 

' diligendfc 
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diligence and unblemished integrity entitled him, and proposed 
to eke out the means of subsistence by boarding young gentlemen 
of the University. 

He had married when past middle life, and was sixty-seven 
years of age when Thomas was born (27th July, 1777), in the 
High-street of Glasgow — the youngest of a largo family. Six 
elder sons appear to have gone abroad — some to North America, 
but more to the West Indies, which were by-and-bye to Glasgow 
what Virginia had been. Though the daughters, three in num- 
ber, were handsome, not one of them married ; and as they grew 
up they all became governesses. 

The Poet was baptized by, and called Thomas in honour of, 
the Rev. Dr. Reid, the eminent metaphysician, then Professor of 
Moral Philosophy at Glasgow, and an intimate friend of the family. 
He was the favourite child of his father's old age, and the pride of 
his mother’s* eye and heart — a delicate child, with a slight form, 
small accurate features, a hectic complexion, and eyes such as 
no one could see and forget ; Lawrence's pencil alone could trans- 
mit their dark mixture of fire and softness. Many physiologists 
have noticed the contrast between the organization of the ordinary 
Gael and that of their aristocracy. Speaking generally, no class 
of gentry in Europe arc above these last, whether you regard the 
proportions of the frame or the facial lines. Their blood, no doubt, 
has been largely dashed with intermixtures ; and Campbell’s 
countenance, we must own, said more than the heralds have been 
able to do in support of the story c^the ‘adventurous Norman’ 
and ‘ the Lady of the West.’ In his case, as in the %*ast 
majority of cases, the talents, so far as inherited, seem to have 
come from the mother. The father was a man of good sense 
and singularly placid disposition, without any spark of the celes- 
tial fire. Thomas, with his mother’s higher gifts in much higher 
development, had something of the irritable temper that made 
her so unlike her husband; but women show weak points 
openly which men usually endeavour to suppress. Of the 
three, without doubt, the happiest nature, on the whole, was 
the elder Campbell’s — he alone ^njent through the world, in 
spite of his full share of its trials and misfortunes, with unbroken, 
serenity ; and he reached a term of years far beyond that granted 
to his more inflammable offspring, and sank at last by far gentler 
steps, though not mingle his dust with that of kings and neroes 
in Westminster. 

The boyhood was ve^ extraordinary; but the verse exercises 
(Vol. i, chap. 2) that attest the rapidity of progress^ while their 

S netilious dates show no less the consciousnes^nf the prodigy^ 
of less value in our esteem than the testimony of maih^ 

D 2 and 
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and companions: though they surpass any such things that 
have been preserved of Scott, and fully equal Byron’s,* more of 
our readers will be contented with a reference than would .thank 
us for quotations. It is not doubtful that in every greart school, 
}x)ys and striplings^ never destined to achieve literary distinction 
of any sort, far less to win the name of poet, are constantly pro- 
ducing verses on a par (or all but) with what our most famous 
precocities have done. The talent of imitation is the best that such 
blossoms can exhibit. The impression made on near observers by 
the general superiority of vigour is a circumstance, we repeat, of 
higher importance ; and of this impression in the case of Camp- 
bell the proof is abundanlt In all tasks he was foremost, and 
he soon surprised his teachers by the evidences of an intellectual 
alacrity and resourcefulness such as never ought to be contem- 
plated in the appointment of exercises for a class. 

The High School of Glasgow, we are informed, was at that 
time, and continued for many years later, in greater estimation 
than it can now pretend to as a classical seminary. Since then 
the term for Latin has been abridged, and the Greek instruc- 
tion abolished — concessions, it seems, to the enlightenment of the 
— in other words, results of Municipal Reform. No one 
ever profited more by the old system than Campbell. But, 
though his health was feeble and his diligence uncommon, he 
was no retired schoolboy. He was well-beloved among his fel- 
lows, and took his share in all their diversions. Of these the 
most favourite was that v|Ty dangerous one of stone ’bicker 
which Scott describes in his story of Green-breeks. In these 
rencounters Tom Campbell appears to have been often the 
dexterous David of the camp ; but a grievous casualty occurred 
in one engagement, and, though his h. nd bad not wielded 
tlae sling, he would never again join the muster. This sen- 
sibility of temperament showed itself in the delight the slender 
boy found in long holiday rambles among the moors and glens of 
the adjoining country, especially in the picturesque ravines of the 
Cart, and on the open pastoral banks* of the Clyde, as vet un- 

* We are alluding to tlie very Uoyish verses of Byron — of which we have seen 
more s{yecimens than perhaps ever will be printed ; but, we confess, even Ids lieit 
Harrow rhymes seem to us such as in most men’s cose would have nmr lieeii 
thought of any consequence. Nay, we will confess that the repetition diKbe old 
vituperation as to the Edinburgh Keyiew on the hourt 0/ Jttltnett Beamt to us cant. 
But there ore prose letters of Byron’s from his sixth year onwards to his entrance 
at College, which, if ever they should lie published; would claim a very ditferent 
pUat among the examples of precocity. We oevtr saw^anytbing to equal the 
cerntrost between the childish feebleness of the handwriting (within pencilled lines) 
and the tfow imd pith of the language, in which thoughts and sentimenU, often 
Miieroui, sometitnes^erce and scornful, hut all unmistakeably Byron ic, are set down 
in some of the very earliest of these epistles. ^ 

‘ deepened 
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deepened and undyked, unstained by dyes, and unvexed of steam- 
fleets. The impression of these first scenes of natural beauty is 
stamped with sad fidelity on the last sterling production of his 
Muse. * Glasgow itself, we need scarcely observe, was then very 
unlike the great city of our day. The y)opulation was not pro- 
bably above a sixth of what it is now. The ground on wh^ch the 
streets and squares inhabited by the upper classes have been 
erected, was quite rural. Many a huge cotton-mill marks the 
site of a farm-house of 1790. The venerable Cathedral and 
College were still the principal features of the fine, airy, well- 
built old town, as described by Smollett in the last and best of 
his novels. 

Campbell passed at a very early age, according to the fashion 
of Scotland, from the School to the adjoining University — 
(October, 1791) ; and he speaks in his scanty memoranda of all 
those whose lectures he there attended with respect and thank- 
fulness: as to John Young, the Greek Professor, his language 
is that of the liveliest gratitude. This gentleman, as a classical 
scholar unrivalled in Scotland, was besides a master of Italian 
literature and of music — an enthusiast in poetry. Nor has any 
teacher possessed above him the skill to inspire juvenile auditors 
with his own delight in the visions of genius, as well as in the 
anatomy of their records to the minutest tint and refinement of 
word and syntax. His affections were warm — no parent could 
have taken fonder ])leasure in such a son as Campbell than he in 
such a pupil. An eminent divine. Dr. Ralph Wardlaw, tells our 
biographer how freshly he remembers Young’s ecstasy when he 
had to read aloud the first of Campbell’s metrical versions 
from Euripides — ‘ the big round tears hung trembling in his 
eye.’ It is little to say that the translations thus approved, 
some of which are retained in his last revision of his poetry, 
would have been sure of the prize against the maturest com- 
petition of an English university. Nor have we any doubt 
the Professor’s criticism was as influential as his applause was 
agreeable : in a word, that from his studies under Mr. Young 
Campbell in the main formed and fixed bis poetical taste — his 
bent for the presentation of simple, strong, and vivid thoughts and 
images within the narrowest space and with the most careful 
delicptcy of finish. 

These exercises gave him celebrity among his fellow-studctits; 
and very soon — College matters being still of primary interest, 
which it is scarcely M be supposed they can be in a manu- 
facturing town of ^0,000 souls -^lys fame extended over 
the neighbourhood^ . and tliis be turned to ^Mount. in a very 
%(Miourable way. l^hen he was in lus sixteentnyear, his faiher^s 

disUrese 
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distress was still further deepened by failure in a lawsuit^ and on 
the arrival of this overwhelming intelligence his first thought 
was that now he might find scholars of less mark willing to pay 
for what help he could afford them in his leisure hours ; and he 
soon had as much of this employment as was not incompatible 
with his own studies. The money thus earned was not for him- 
self, but for his parents, or rather for his sisters, who, unless their 
education were to be liberal, had small chances of independence. 
In like manner^ when the College session was over, he obtained 
Young’s recommendation to a lady ol the Campbell clan, who 
wanted a tutor for her boys, and went in this capac ity to 

‘ the Ilebrid isles, 

Placed far amidst the melancholy main.’ 

His journey through Argyleshire and his residence at Sumpal 
in Mull, introduced him to some of the wildest and grandest 
scenery of his native kingdom, which could not but give a power- 
ful stimulus to his susceptible imagination. He now made ac- 
quaintance also with some of the sterner experiences of life ; for 
though treated with kindness, he was for the first time to judge 
and act for himself in continued relations with a family not his 
own. To our wonder. Dr. Beattie wonders that his inquiries 
should have traced liardly any reminiscence of Campbell among 
the Hebrideans. He found only a dun tradition that the tutor 
afterwards known to fame was addicted to solitary rambles among 
the mountains, and rowing himself in moonlight about the loch. 
Some letters to College friends of the time, especially to one who, 
from mere fervour of affection, had walked with him great part of 
the way across the mainland of Argyle, are interesting for their 
artless reflection of the eager delight and unbounded trustfulness 
of young companionship. 7'hey also indicate both the fretting 
under new restraints, and the natural melancholy that more softly 
clouded his thoughts ; and from them too we gather that here love 
first soothed and first pained him. A charming Caroline, who 
paid a visit to his employer’s family, was nothing loath to accom- 
pany him in his walks and boatings. Sonnets ensued, and dreams, 
which had the common ending. Dr. Beattie seems somewhat 
reluctant to confess that the Hebridean exile produce<l also cer- 
tain stanzas in honour of a * bumble beauty,’ a ^ Maria * of the 
reaping-iield. Burns would never have turned his Highland 
Mary into Maria, nor would Campbell have done the like in the 
days of Lord Ullin’s Daughter; but the Doctor's fear is to 
tarniih the romance in muslin, though the russet^ by bis own 
showii^/ was about as lasting wear. 

Whether eitheg^X^aroline or Maria had any share in the matter 
we are not instructed ; but after a few months Campbell re- 
signed 
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sisrned his post, and felt like an emancipated prisoner when he 
joined a comrade who had also been tutorizing among the 
islands, and the pair were at liberty to make out ‘ Balclutha * — e. 
Glasgow, in their own fashion. They walked all the way, think- 
ing little of the hard fare of a shepherd’s shelling, or even of 
sleeping all night in their plaids under a bare cliff* in October. 

‘ Youth/ says Scott, ^ is a fine carver and gilder the companion 
too was in his way a poet, and they had many precious things to 
communicate. Campbell’s knapsack held, among other fruits of 
the summer, a complete translation of the Clouds, and two or 
three choruses from the Choephorae — which also Dr. Beattie 
lakes to be a Comedy by Aristophanes! (i. 155.) 

In the vacations of three succeeding summers he lived in 
as many houses in the country as tutor. One of these places 
was Downie in Appin, where he had under his eye the whirlpool 
of Corrievreckan and other scenery embalmed in Gertrude 
of Wyoming. The winter always found him again in Glasgow, 
and every experiment made him dislike more and more the posi- 
tion of a preceptor — 

‘ Far from the sports and nameless joys of home.' 

One of his father’s boarders and his pupils in 1795-6 was a 
gentleman afterwards distinguished at the bar of Edinburgh, 
and now esteemed as a judge — Lord Cuninghame. He was not 
much younger than Campbell, and out of lesson-hours they were 
equal companions. The Judge describes the family as strictly 
regulated, but cheerful. In addition to Young, whom Campbell 
adhered to during the very unusual number of six sessions, he 
now attended some of the ])hilosophy classes and the lectures of 
the then celebrated John Millar on the law of nations. Campbell’s 
liberal politics arc ascribed by himself in bis Memoranda to the 
influence of this eloquent professor ; his letters, however, show that 
in 1794 he had begged five shillings from hh mother, and walked 
to Edinburgh and back again, in order that he might attend the 
trials of Muir and Gerald for sedition, and that these men 
seemed to him glorious martyrs after the noblest i/classical pattern. 
Lord Cuninghame says that while he hjmself and the majority 
of the boarders took the same side in fireside debates, there were 
a couple of obstinate young Tories in the house, who maintained 
what Battle they could against the dominant worship of Harmodiiis 
and Aristogeiton. The Poles, he adds, were at the same'date in 
high honour with their future laureate and life-long friend* All 
these controversies however were carried on with the gr^ltest 
good humour, and the page is enlivened with some reminiscences 
of pmciical jokes ou| of doors, in which Tories and Whigs; pre- 
ceptor end pupils, exhibited entire sympathy. ^ > 

Several 
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Several surviving fellow-stuilents well remember the extreme 
depression of Campbell’s spirits, when he returned among them 
latterly from his tutorships. He was, in almost all respects, 
old for his years, and serious care had begun to^Kx itself upon 
him. He was the wonder of the. University ; seUg^ii after ses- 
sion, Dr. Wardlaw says, the other youths saw him carry off prize 
after prize without a grudge, and admitted that the peculiar 
attention he received from the professors was honourable to 
them. In their houses he was a frequent guest ; and this was 
an enviable advantage, for most of them had students of a 
superior class — occasionally young Englishmen of birth and 
fortune — domiciliated under their roofs, and lived also on terms 
of hospitable familiarity with the best families of the neighbour- 
hood. This was especially the case with Richardson, Professor 
of Humanity (f. e, Latin), who, though neither a genius nor a 
masculine scholar, like Young, was a man of taste and acquire- 
ment, enjoying much local reputation ns one of Mackenzie's 
coadjutors in the Mirror, and the author of some Essays on 
the Characters of Shakspearc, besides a volume of poems — 
this last long dead and buried. He had been tutor in the family 
of Cathcart, and acted as private secretary to the noble Lord 
when ambassador at St. Petersburg. He was now a rich 
elderly bachelor, very distinguishable among his brethren for 
trimness of the outward man, suavity of address, and the neatness 
of all his domestic arrangements. lie was also the only one of 
the more eminent professors that was a high Tory ; but no Whig 
among them patronized the }oung Tyrtacus with warmer zeal, 
and his good word was worth all the rest put together with the 
ladies — who readily saw merit in so comely a stripling, discovered 
presently that he could not only translate Ovid to Mr. Richard- 
son’s satisHfiction, but pen for himself a sonnet to an eyebrow; 
and by and bye perhaps a little agitated the good genllemairs 
ailes de pigeon by dubbing Xusjjrotege * tlie Pope of Glfsgow.’ 

It may seem odd that, with such friends, he should have found 
cause for the anxiety that could not conceal itself from intimate 
observers. But it was so ; and the notes supplied to Dr. Beattie 
by another acute class-fellow,' the Rev. Dr. John Muir, go far 
to explain the matter. After mentioning the constant eulogies 
of * the profound Young ’ and * the elegant-minded Richardson/ 
Dr. M. says, 

^ This praise seemed to have impaired the links of his remaining 

for in the severer studies of mathematics and philosophy 

be &A not exeel. It seemed as if the praise he merited and received 
ill tite language classes had led him ib form tlie idea that perseverance 
and Industry were requisite only in meaner *minds. The. indolence 

incident 
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incident to our fallen nature was felt and shown by our youthful poet. 
He seldom even exercised his gift, except when roused by the prospect 
of gaining a prize, or by some stirring incident among the students.* 
Within anlkeyond the academic walls, he could, by efforts of 
brief duratioK^ominand a measure and even a kind of apjplause 
unattainable to his coevals ; and having tasted this cup, he 
more and more shrunk from graver labour. This is not the 
place for a disquisition on different methods of academical 
discipline : there is much to be said in favour of the Scotch 
system, especially with reference to the temper and habits of that 
people; but the temptation for rhetorical ambition in the chair 
itself, the preponderance of public exhibitions, and especially the 
large share of honours allotted for essays in English composi- 
tion, are circumstances exceedingly dangerous for youths of the 
irritable fibre to which genius usually allies itself. A lad who 
has been accustomed to this sort of triumph — unless he has a fund 
of solid sense not often conjoined with a rapid development of the 
imaginative sympathies — will hardly be more likely to relish the 
calm toil by which the fondest self-love of youth can never dream 
of any achievement beyond the unobtrusive solidity of deep foun- 
dations, than a woman, who has once trod the stage amidst bravos 
and bouquets, to find full contentment in the duties and comforts 
of a village home. Every renewed experiment, we have seen, 
increased his aversion for domestic tutorship. I'hat, however, 
was the only line in which his, teachers could be of immediate use 
to him ; and it was only by pursuing it that he had a fair pros- 
pect in the profession which his parents had set their hearts 
upon. They were zealous Presbyterians — and their ambition for 
Thomas was eminence in the Kirk. Most of the companions who 
supply notes for this chapter were destined for that career. With 
lliem Campbell attended one course of Hebi ew^ and his facility 
in languages being very remarkable, he thus acquired so much that, 
when in ^ advanced life he was induced to resume that study, 

^ a very little e.xertion,’ says a friend of his and ours, * enabled 
him to read the l^salms and Genesis in the original.* But here 
he stopped : he would not proceed with his friends to the Theo- 
logical Professor ; and Dr. Beattie intimates, about as distinctly 
as be ever intimates anything on a delicate topic, that the reason 
was a disturbance of Campbell s religious opinions. 

^ What were ids religious principles at this stage of his career I have 
no positive evidence to show. He afiirmed — ^iii playful allusion to bis 
intimacy with the masters of that language — that he was of the Greek 
Churob. At the of eighteen, as he informs ns, became an 
emancipated lover of truth/* and entered upon a course of free inqu^* 
^mmits ” cerGun infidel writers of that period* At the 

in 



42 


Dr. Beattie*^ Life of Campbell. 


in question, or even earlier, as he acknowledged many years afterwards, 
he suffered great anxiety on the subject of religion, and spent much 
time in its investigation. At last his mind became settled, and he ar- 
rived at wliat he conceived to be “ satisfactory conclusions but when 
brought into collision with his previous, and naturally strong, religious 
aspirations, those sophistries produced a discord in his mind, of which 
he never seemed fully aware. His adopted opinions,” however, had 
only a superficial hold ; they could never eradicate the deep-seated im- 
pressions which he had imbibed under his father’s roof ; and if, during 
their influence, he was at times rash or unguarded in conversation, he 
was uniformly grave and circumspect in his writings.’ — vol. i. p. 209. 

The Doctor’s language appears studiously obscure. At what 
period it was that he said he was of the Greek Church we are 
left to guess; but the extent to which he piqued himself on his 
Greek lore — probably never profound — was among the pecu- 
liarities which the casual acquaintance of his declining years 
ajniled at; and from the contrast which the Doctor makes be- 
tween the ^ satisfactory conclusions,* the ^ adopted opinions,’ the 
occasional ^ rashness of conversation/ on the one side, arid, 
on the other, the * uniform gravity and circumspection of his 
writings,’ a reader may be apt to infer that Dr. Beattie alludes 
to the works by which Campbell is known to the world, and 
the talk of which his biographer was a hearer. Of all this wc 
know nothing-— well content to know that in his closing hours his 
language and demeanour were su^ as his good parents could 
not have disapproved. If any .i||fdeasant conjectures are set 
afloat, Dr. Beattie may thank the ftwkw^ardness of his own pen. 
Few would have thought it wonderful that the flattered ^ Pope 
of Glasgow ’ should have shuddered, when it came near, at the 
vision of a Geneva cloak and a moorland manse. 

He had, however, read Johnson’s Lives and Boswell, and 
caught some notions of the perilousness of a life without a real 
profession ; and though the chronology of bis vario^ attempts 
IS hardly to be made out from these pages, where narrative and 
letters are jumbled together but not interwoven, there is evidence 
that he did feel his way^ after the Kirk was dropped, as to almost 
every profession within his reach. He tried the counting-house 
of a mercantile friend, whose patronage might have advanced 
him either at home or in the West Indies : but the daybook and 
ledger soon disgusted him who had not been able to command his 
attention in the metaphysical or mathematical lecture-rooms. He 
tried surgery — but was driven away by tbe first operation he had 
to witness. Millar’s rhetoric and Cuninghame’s society tempted 
him to tbe law; he attended « course on, Hein^c^ius, and 
found his curiosity pleasantly stirred ; but these wsre the flciwers 



43 


• Dr. Beattie’^ Life of Campbell. 

on the threshold, and when he looked farther, the prospect was 
gloomy. If he were to fix on the bar, he must remove to Edin- 
burgh, and find means of subsistence there while in training. 
But the greatest difficulty was behind. Poor as the Scotch Bar’s 
prizes are in comparison with those of the South, its initj^tory 
cost was (we suppose still is) much heavier. In those days, or 
not long afterwards, the fees amounted to 500Z. — Campbell 
miffht about as rationally have contemplated meeting a demand 
for 5000Z. 

For young ambition, however, in Scotland, when it does not 
point to arms, the grand magnet is always the forensic gown : and 
his would not readily abandon that aim. His hopes appear to 
have been fed on light enough diet — for example, his letters 
show that he indulged great expectations from an ‘ eminent 
physician’s* promise of an introduction to an ‘ eminent barrister,’ 
who, he fancied, was at once to instruct him gratuitously in 
the learning of the robe, and unlock for him some mysterious 
resources bv which he might support himself during the novitiate. 
For the 500Z. — we hear of no calculation on that point : we can 
only fancy that youth carved and gilded with unusual boldness 
and brilliancy. But the busy barrister’s rej)ly to the physician, 
when it did come, was fatal. It is no part of the Scotch advocate’s 
arrangements to have legal pupils about him ; he would as soon 
think of giving private lessons in dancing ; nor has he employ- 
ment for any assistant, except gfe clerk to write from his dictation 
— a situation which in this geiijl^an's case was already filled. Mr. 
Cuninghame must have quitted Glasgow before the date of this 
hallucination. Its dispersion threw Campbell into despair ; but 
by and bye — we know not how many months had elapsed — he 
recurred to the main dream, and resolved on at all events trans- 
ferring himself to Edinburgh, and trying what could be done 
on the spot. His few clothes and books, with a considerable 
bag of MSfi., were committed to the carrier, and for the second 
time he walked to the capital, where he found no acquaintance 
whatever except Cuninghame. This gentleman was now attend- 
ing the chambers of a Writer to the Signet, as is common enough 
with those meant for the bar, and his old friend and tutor obr 
tained the vacant stool of a copying-clerk at the same desk wherel 
he himself was content to labour. But such labour, even if 
the ulterior prospects had been os clear as they were to Cunii^ 
hame, it ^^exceedingly doubtful that Campbell could have long 
endured. Ho very soon rejected it. The same kindness proh* 
cured him a trial of two other "establishments : but be could abide 
no stool and Uo desk out of bis dWn garret. 

HaMiigiv till but resolved to resign for the third time, he wait 

wandering 
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wandering about the streets one Sunday when he met an ac- 
quaintance, one of the masters of the Glasgow High School, 
who remarked his downcast air, and showed great concern when 
informed of his circumstances. 'I'his Mr. Park was on his 


way Ip call on Dr. Anderson, author of some Lives of British 
Poets, and honourably remembered as an active Samaritan of 
the literary community. It chanced that the doctor’s daughters 
had observed from their window the sciiool master’s approach, 
and inquired who his companion was — that pale youth who 
looked so woful as they parted. He told Campbell’s story; 
and the party greatly .admiring a certain ' Elegy on Mull,’ which 
he had got by heart, requested him to bring the poet with him 
on his next visit. There are so few marking events in Camp- 
bell’s life, that his biographer seems justified in considering the 
meeting which ensued as of that order. Dr. Anderson, though 
not the first author that he conversed with, was the first profes- 
sional author — the first man acquainted with ' the trade.’ The 
Edinburgh trade was just beginning to show signs of life — 
Anderson himself had already suggested and been employed in 
sundry schemes tow'ards that breaking up of the London mono- 
poly, which Constable with the Edinburgh Review and Walter 
Scott at Lis back ere long effectually achieved. The doctor, 
warmly encouraging Campbell as to his poetical vein, and pro- 
mising instant endeavours to procure a purchaser for some of the 
MS. pla)s from the Greek, informed him that any man who 
counted on living by his verses wouiil pretty certainly find himself 
out in his reckoning ; but that if he would undertake to do what 
the booksellers wanted done, there would be no lack of employ- 
ment, the dullest of it not so bad as copying leases and wills, and 
by which he might subsist, reserving for the Muse^ such brighter 
hours as alone are projulious to their worship. Here were new 
lights, and hopes comparatively at least feasible. A bargain 
begun about the Medea hung fire; but one for an aUdgment of 
Edwards’ West Indian History was forthwith conclu^d — a duo- 
decimo volume — for 20/. ; which sum the experiences of a copyist 
and a tutor had not taught Campbell to consider with disrespect. 
And here it should not be omitted, that small as his pay from the 
solicitors must have been, he had contrived not only lib live on it, 
but to save a few pounds. So severe at this time were bis per- 


l|>i|al habits. 

He rejoined his frien<k at Glasgow in evident exhilaration, 
abridgml^nt advanccci at a swift pace— 7 for what wilt not the 
firik.glim|>s^ of independence lighlen ? and haying been smitten 
oneovening, when on a country ^sit, with 9 young' lady’s idnging 
of an incKfferent set of words, he brought doWiil^^t Alorniug ifae 

^ ballad 
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ballad of The Wounded Hussar, which found its way to the news- 
papers, was reprinted with music, encored in theatres — and gave 
Dr. Anderson the opportunity of introducing his name advan- 
tageously among various circles in Edinburgh. The Hussar was 
followed by a Dirge of Wallace, which was never included by 
Campbell in any edition of his writings, and is here reprinted from 
llie Galignani copies, from which he had often petitioned for its 
removal. Excepting the close of one stanza, we see little in it 
beyond an echo of the then fashionable strains of Alonzo the 
Brave, and the like. Alluding to the huge rusty blade shown 
at Dumbarton Castle, which if Wallace ever used it must have 
been used with both hands, Campbell has these lines : — 

‘ For his lance was not shivered on helm^or shield — 

And the sivord that teas Jit for archangel to tvield, 
l^as light in his terrible hatidJ 

But this piece, too, had great local success: and he was now 
encouraged to think of a poem on a considerable scale. Some 
couplets on Mope, produced during his melancholy sojourn in 
the Hebrides, were recalled to memory, and the capabilities of 
the subject expanded on him. He made additions as suggestion 
fese and opjmrtunity served ; the most, it appears, in the same 
house where he wrote the Hussar, and no doubt conceived the 
Wallace Dirge, that of Cordale in the beautiful vale of Leven, 
hard by Dumbarton. 

That summer the young j>oet dreamt another dream. This was 
a magazine, to be set up in alliance with a few of his old intimates 
but of which he, the editor in fore » would not hesitate to under- 
take for three- fourths of the letter-press. Some of. his letters 
on this scheme are most buoyant. Sydney Smith said there were 
three things every man fancied he could do — farm a small pro- 
perty, drive a gig, and write an article. Every clever knot of 
young academics fancy they could conduct a journal and rule the 
opinion of^he world. On this occasion there was no publisher 
who would risk his capital. 

This vision was not dispersed without many a'j^ang — and 
Glasgow had sunk with his disappointment. He made, up his 
mind that Edinburgh must be his head- quarters ; his 
ment was Unished ; he had b^cn requested by its publish^’r^f^.^v 
superintend the priming of some Greek text for that UniverwijTi; 
and counted on further employment from the same 
father, however, was now very feeble^nd the sisters being:l||^ 
tered Thomas could not bear to tnmk ^f a permanent 
ration from the huinble Pcn&tes. Hit parents w&re 
to remove also ^nd the appiffach of winter 
andi 'lbeli(i a retired outskirt of the Canongate. It ip^a 
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a busy winter with him, and an anxious one still : he continued 
to correct Greek proofs, and do other taskwork for the bookseller ; 
but some qualms having again disturbed his vista of a purely lite- 
rary career, he had reverted to the idea of Medicine, and entered 
himself at two of the classes connected with that pursuit. He had 
also reasoned himself into the propriety of resuming the practice 
of private teaching ; and the Glasgow professors having written 
in his favour to their Edinburgh brethren, he found as much 
of that as there was leisure for. The chemistry lecture much 
interested him ; and whether as tutor or as fellow-student, or as 
associated in the debating societies of the college, he soon became 
familiar with several young men since distinguished. In a letter 
of the time he expatiates on the wonderful promise of Henry 
Brougham, by two years his junior, predicting the hitrhest triumphs 
in the abstruser sciences, from which no more sparkling, no more 
golden seductions, have ever entirely weaned that athletic appe- 
tite. In some memoranda of far subsequent^date he mentions 
Francis Horner, Francis Jeffrey, and Henry Cockburn as among 
his acquaintance ‘ before he was known as an author.’ Another, 
whom he takes care not to mention, was John Leyden. Mean- 
time he gave many secret hours to his poem, and by and bye the 
MS. was submitted to Dr. Anderson; who read it with great 
delight ; urged, and superintended most careful revisions; as chosen 
passages acquired what he considered the- requisite finish, com- 
municated them to other friends — and finally negotiated with a 
Mr. Mundell, whose offer of GO/, for the copyright was accepted. 
The day before the first sheet was fo be Sent to the printer, 
Anderson told Campbell that the only part he could not entirely 
approve was the very opening of the poem. The f)riginal 
draft is now' given us, and there can be no question thai the 
criticism was justified. Campbell received it with some morti- 
fication, and Anderson called on him next day, rather late, to 
apologise for his freedom. The poet had passed a wakeful night, 
and was now fast asleep — but the first twenty -two lines of the 
Pleasures of Hope, nearly as we have them, were decipherable 
on the blotted leaf by bis bedside — and those beautiful lines were 
indeed a cup of gladness to the kind censor. Even to the un^ 
rivalled view from the Calton Hilf over the Frith of Forth and 
the Perthshire mountains, it will henceforth be an additional 
glory that it (and not, as hitherto reported, some Hebridean 
, ‘titospect) suggested the oroem which it would be iitfe to tran^ 
^•eribe. . . 

I|dw long Campbell adhered to^ his medical lectures we are 
nbt ixM by the medical biograpBir ; but we ootgecture be bad 
not ittade out the session with any of them. Ere it dosed, the 

poem 
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poem was ready, and the shadows it cast before it had attracted 
considerable notice. While yet in real obscurity he had knit a 
friendship, to be dissolved only by death, with John Richardson 
(of Fiudyer-street), then a law student — then, as ever, a student of 
everythinof good and graceful, and who will go down with the sin- 
gular distinction of having enjoyed confidential familiarity through 
life with three of the brightest of his age, Thomas Campbell, 
Walter Scott, and Joanna Baillie. It was through him that Camp- 
bell, shortly before the appearance of his volume, was introduced 
to Scott. Though Scott had printed nothing but a few transla- 
tions from the German, he was well known for antiquarian 
and literary accomplishments, and his house was the centre 
already of a very extraordinary society. The Pleasures of Hope 
appeared in April, 1799 — the author being then, as he himself 
notes, ‘exactly twentv-onc years and nine months old:’ and 
neither the Lay of the Last Minstrel nor Childe Harold was 
welcomed with a readier chorus of admiration. 1 1 enry Mackenzie, 
Dugald Stewart, Dr. Gregory, Mr. Alison (author of the Essay on 
Taste), and Thomas Telford (the engineer), immediately called, 
and begged the honour of his acquaintance. Scott invited him 
to meet the whole remarkable knot of his friends (Leyden only 
excepted) at dinner; but Campbell being in Scotland much such 
a name as Smith is here, it seems the claims of the stranger 
were not suspected till the host rose and proposed the health of 
the Poet whose work all present had been enjoying. Dr. Beattie 
clears up Scott’s passing allusions to a feud between Campbell 
an<l Leyden. Campbell had fancied he traced to Leyden an 
absurd exaggeration of his earlier distresses — which at last, it 
seems, took the shape of a newspaper paragraph, detailing how 
he had been actually on his way to Leith to drowm himself 
whj^ he fell in with ^he schoolmaster Park, and that thus his 
very life was due to the first interview with Dr. Anderson. 
Campbell's pride was grievously wounded, and he had for some 
time cut John Leyden. This stalwart borderer was then labouring 
zealously for Scott’s assistance in the collection of the Minstrelsy, 
and on their first meetings after the issue of the Pleasures^ said, 

' You may tell Campbell that I hate him, but that, dash it ! he has 
written the,.best ^etry that has been penned for fifty years.’ Sootl 
reports that he conveyed the message with the fidelity of a Ho- 
meric beraiil, and that Campbell replied, ^ Tell Leyden that 1 
detest hint; but know the value of his critical approbation.’ ScoU 
add85 hg thought he saw his way'fo making up ' that feud/ 
bu| Leyden soon after started for London — and India— so there 
the, metier rememi^« We here no belief that Leyden eilhet, , 

invented 
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invented the story or wrote the paragraph ; but we can very easily 
understand that there was a repulsive instinct between that very 
rough subject and the pretty looking, probably somewhat prim 
little junior, originally no doubt introduced to bis notice as the 
Pope of Glasgow. 

Campbell, in his Memoranda, reflects with some bitterness 
on having parted, for 60/., with * a copyright which was worth 
to the bookseller for several years an annuity of full ‘200/. 
but he candidly adds that Mundell gave him in free gift 50/. 
on the forthcoming of each of the early reprints, and as there 
were two of these within the first year, and three in the 
second, the reinforcement to resources like his must at the time 
have been most welcome. The delight of the parents may be 
imagined— or we should rather say of the mother, for the mild 
old man was now obsolete and near his grave. In her first visits 
to Edinburgh shops she had, it seems, been accustomed to give 
her address as ^ Mrs. Campbell of Kirnan/ and though her hus- 
band never possessed a yard of the estate — nor indeed could have 
done so although it had remained with the old blood — the family 
name is so widely spread that the licence might be excusable ; 
but though she did not drop the ‘ of Kirnan ’ — as sacred as a 
German Von — she now always added, in a raised voice, ‘mother 
of Campbell the poet — the author of the Pleasures of Hopc.^ 
For this we thank Dr. Beattie. 

We adhere in general to the opinions expressed concerning 
Camphell’s poetry in an article on his Collective Edition of 
1836 (Q. R., vol. 57) ; and at any rate there is no room on the 
present occasion for a revisal of that criticism. Now instructed 
that in 1836 there w%as no vigour left to be stimulated, we may 
wish it had been given here and there in gentler terms — at 
the close, perhaps, in terms of somewhat broader approbation ; 
but we do not anticipate that the judgment of posterity will be 
much different. The rapture of April, 1799, on the first appear- 
ance of the Pleasures of Hope was very naturaK Burns had 
lately died. Cowper was sunk in hopeless insanity, soon to be 
released. Their vivid examples had not sufficed to abolish the 
drowsy prestige of Haylcy. Of the great constellation that has 
since illuminated us, but few of the more Jlotent stars had 
ascended above the horizon. Crabbe, under a domestic sorrow 
of which Campbell was destined to participate, had fallen 
into a dejected inactivity, and was all but forgotten.' Rogers 
bad some years earlier published the Pleasures of Memory, to 
which the Pleasures of Hope owed more than the suggestion of 
; but that genial effusion only promised the consummate 

graces 
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graces since displayed, though too parsimoniously, by its now 
venerable author. Wordsworth and Coleridge had sent forth 
' Lyrical Ballads,’ some of them exquisitely beautiful, and in the 
aggregate most deeply influential ; but these were as yet, and for 
a long while after, appreciated only within a narrow circle ; no one 
misunderstood and undervalued them more than did Campbell him- 
self. Southey had produced nothing that survives in much vitality. 
Moore was at college or at Anacreon. Byron had not yet lain 
dreaming under the elm of Harrow — nor Wilson listened to ‘ the 
sweet bells of Magdalen tower.’ The moment was fortunate, 
and the applause more creditable to the public than advanta- 
geous (in the upshot) to the new poet. 

Excitable as his temperament was, and joyously as it was 
excited at this brilliant season, there was always a thread of the 
national forecast in him : and his letters show that the first tumult 
had scarce subsided before he recurred to a grave contemplation 
of his own practical futurity. We hear nothing further of physic ; 
but he speculates more and more on the chances of success as a 
lecturer on the belles lettres, and we cannot doubt that what he 
really lool^ed to as his ultimate establishment was a chair, classi- 
cal or rhetorical, in one of the universities ; nor can it well be 
doubled but that if he had stuck to Scotland he would within 
reasonable time have had the offer of such a position. But, 
caressed lion of the hour as he was, he could not mingle with 
the varied cultivation of Edinburgh and not recognise in himself 
the effects of imperfect training and narrow society : he felt that 
much was wanting before he could sustain in the general inter- 
course of life the rank which his poetical success bad opened for 
him. He had while yet in Mull read with envious but hopeless 
longings of the continental wanderings of young Goldsmith: now, 
he thought, he had at command the means of travelling; and bis 
acquaintance with Scott having awakened curiosity about the lan- 
guage and literature of Germany, it was to that quarter that he 
was most desirous of turning. His Whig allies in the Parliament 
House suggested that while abroad he might be an useful corre- 
spondent for the Morning Chronicle, then conducted with eminent 
spirit by a Scotchman who associated on intimate terms with the 
loftiest of the^arty aristocrats. Mr. Perry tendered handsome 
remuneration, and requested the recruit to visit him ere he em- 
barked. Campbell assented, but the nervousness of self distrust 
recurred— it would still be better that he should have rubbed 
hiihielf a little more upon the world before hazarding his bow 
arid bis bregue to the criticism of London : — and he took ship at 
Leiih for Hamburgh in June, 1800. He yet designed to , 
form most of his travels in Goldsmith’s pedestrian fashioQ; 
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this was realised. He does not seem to have been diligent as 
Perry’s intelligencer ; but he remained in Germany for ten months, 
acquired some facility in the language, conversed with Klopstock, 
and it must be supposed profited in various ways by his adven- 
tures. We owe to them a large proportion of his best poetry. 
The magnificent stanzas On leaving a Scene in Bavaria, though 
not perhaps written till several years afterwards, are clearly fore- 
shadowed in one of his letters to Richardson while voyaging on 
the Danube ; but several very famous pieces were transmitted 
by post to Perry, and gave his newspaper such illumination as 
no other in recent times has owed to its ' own correspondent.’ 
From the rampart adjoining a convent of Scotch Benedictines, 
who had received him with great cordiality, he witnessed the 
storming of Ingolstadt ; and that vision of the realities of war 
gave its life to the noble lyric on Hohenllnden, which field he 
had traversed a fortnight before ‘ the drum beat at dead of 
night.’ We may observe that he had some courteous intercourse 
with the officers of the French army when they occupied Ingol- 
stadt, and was even introduced to their General and Madame 
Moreau. The Ode to Winter was another contribution. The 
rumours first of Danish and then of Prussian adhesion to the 
designs of the First Consul cut short his stay in the South. lie 
hastened back by a different route to Hamburgh ; and, on seeing 
the warlike appearances at Altona, the most popular of his songs, 
‘ Ye Mariners of Fngland,’ was dispatched to glorify Perry. 
The glance at our M artel lo system in 

Britannia needs no bul\vark.s, 

No towers along tfie steep, 

may have partly reconciled the editor to the jirevailing patriotism 
of the inspiration. It was at Hamburgh, on this second visit, 
that he fell inU) company with some of the Irish who had been 
concerned in the rebellion of 1798, and their distress suggested 
the ' Exile of Erin.’ The far more pathetic ^ Soldier’s Dream ’ 
was sent from the same place. Some other pieces, then published 
in the Chronicle, have, like these, been included in numberless edi- 
tions of his poetry. One has been now for the first time reprinted 
from the newspaper. Campbell was struck with the chanting of 
a Latin ditty, in honour of Marshal Laudohn, by a troop of Impe- 
rial dragoons whom he met in a forest. One of the officers gave 
him the words, and he transmitted a free translation : — 

‘ Rise, ye Croats, fierce and strong, 

Form the front, and march along I 
And gather fast, ve pliant men. 

From Nona and from Wurrasden, 


'Whose 
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Whose sunny mountains nurse a line 
Generous as her fiery wine ! 

Hosts of Buda ! hither bring 
The bloody flag and eagle wing : 

Ye tliat drink the rapid stream 
Fast by walled Salankeme ! 

Ranks of Agria ! — head and heel 
Sheathed in adamantine steel ! 

Quit the woodlands and the boar, 

Ye hunters wild on Drava’s shore I 
The trumpefs sound, the coloiiis fly, 

And Laudohn leads to victory ! 

Flvery baron, sword in hand, 

Rides before his gallant band. 

The vulture, screaming for his food, 

Conducts ye to his flehls of blood. 

Men of Austria ! mark around 
Classic fields and holy ground — 

For liere w er(‘ deeds of glory done. 

And battles by our fatliers won. 

Heirs of plunder and retiown, 

Hew the squadrons — hew them down I 
This is i^lory — tliis is life. 

Champions of a glorious strife, 

Moving like a wall of rock, 

To .stormy siege or battle shock ! 

Grenadiers ! that fierce and large, 

Stamp like dragons to the charge ! 

Foot and horsemen, serf and lord, 

Triumph now with one {iccord ! 

>S<H)n the rapid shot is o’er, 

But glory lasts for evermore I ’ — vol. i. p. 339. 

May the day bo not remote when such really national choruses 
shall again resound wherever the standard of Austria is unfurled!^ 
The poet embarked for Leith, but some alarm of privatirors 
drove the conyoy from its course; and finding himself in Yar- 
mouth Roads with the prospect of detention, he quitted the 
vessel and took coach for London. He arrived with few'slfil- 
lings in his pocket ; but Perry at once did everything kind 
aiiq flattering. It was now at^ Perry's table that he first, 
met John Kemble and Mrs. Siddons, whence two of bis mo^t 
VaWfd friendships. Perry carried him to t|ine at Holland 
Hoqse, where tbe noble host made the same impression that 
always waited on bis most polished benevolence; and Mac- 
Kiiltpsb astonished him by the matchless afilucnce of his conver- 
sa^on, which was yet less admirable than its modesty* Mackin- 
tosh invited him to dine wit^i ‘ the King of Clubs/ or * The 

^ —the 
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— the one fnstituted by Johnson, Burke, and Reynolds: and here 
he met, among* others, the two Smiths, Sydney and his hardly less 
remarkable brother, Robert — commonly called to the end by his 
Etonian style of Bobus, While intoxicated with this new bril- 
liancy, and negotiating for a regular connection with the news- 
paper which had been his open sesamum, he received news of the 
death of his father (aptat. 91); and his letter to the Rev. A. Alison, 
who had watched the old man’s last hours and announced the 
event, has these natural and touching sentences : — 

* When I think that the father of so many sons was interred by 
strangers, I have no consolation but in one reflection, that in you he 
had the delegate of ray aflections, if the sentiments of nature can at all 
be transferred. But yet, to the bosom of confidence, I confess that a 
sore self-acccusation lies on my heart. I left him in his last days ! 
TJie thought is exceeding bitter. I should not have w'ept for his loss, 
if I had shared but his last benediction.’— vol. i. p. 361. 

He was speedily in Edinburgh, where he found his mother’s 
distress aggravated by the discovery that the allowance from the 
Glasgow Merchants’ House could not be continued. On this 
occasion, as on all others, Campbell’s feelings of family love and 
duty were generously displayed. Precarious as his own position 
was, he undertook at once to make good the forfeited annuity ; 
he also proposed to two of his sisters that they should get rid 
of their engagements, join their mother and set up a boarding- 
school of their own in Edinburgh, he becoming bound for the 
larger house and new furniture requisite. The plan was adopted ; 
it ensured comfort otherwise unattainable for the afllicted parent, 
and for a time promised well for the sisters. Ultimately their 
school did not prosper; and Campbell, in his end(‘avours to 
support them in their struggles, was forced to contract a debt * on 
Judaic terms,’ the burthen of which hung over him for many 
^ans^us years ; but he never complained. 

His arrangements were oddly interrupted. In the smack that 
brought him to Scotland was a lady passenger, who sat daily on deck 
w^tj .jihe^leasures of Hope in her hand, and mentioned casually 
(the poet’s person being known to none on board) that she had 
beard with regret a rumour of^Mr. Thomas Campbell’s imprison*- 
ment in the Tower on a charge of high treason. He laughed at 
this, and had forgotten it, when, as he was at dinner a week 
or two afterwards, he had a summons to attend the Sheriff of 
Edinburgh. The officer carried a search-warrant, and he and bis 
papers were conveyed to the sheriff! That magistrate received 
him with solemnity. One of his fellow-voyagers from the Elbe 
^to Yarmouth had been a certain Donovan, a Croppy 1798. 
Goveridient bad been warned ^def this man’s return by some 

Hamburgh 
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Hamburgh inquisitor, who thought fit to add that he had for his 
companion the author of ‘the Exile of Erin ’ and other dangerous 
songs, a travelling agent of the Morning Chronicle, notorious when 
in Germany for haunting rebel society, and vehemently suspected 
of having conveyed to Moreau intelligence concerning the move- 
ments of the Austrian troops. Donovan was now in the Tower, 
and it might be necessary to confront his associate with him. 
Campbell answered, that he ha<l never seen Donovan except on 
board the Hamburgh ship, and was wholly ignorant of his sub- 
sequent adv^nt(Ures. The sheriff oj)ened the trunk and began 
to examine the MSS. Innocent letters and diaries appeared, 
scraps of unfinished poetry, and. by and bye, the original draft of 
‘ Ye Mariners,* which this loyal functionary had not before heard 
of, and now read with equal surprise and delight. ' Mr. Camp- 
bell,’ said he, ‘ upon my word. 1 think w'e had better have a bottle 
of claret to sustain us through the rest of this batch of treason.’ 
The sequel can be guessed. To avoid another introduction of 
Mr. O’ Donovan, we may as well say here that Campbell encoun- 
tered him a twelvemonth later, evidently in poor plight, on the 
streets of London : — 


“Ha, Donovan,'* said I, “ I wish you joy, my good fellow, in get- 
ting out of the Tower, whore I was told they were likely to treat you 
like another Sir William Wallace." “ Och," said he, “good luck to 
the Tower! black the day that I wa.s turned out of it. Would that 
any one could got me into it for life !" “ My stars ! and were you 
not in confinement ? " “ 'Tschach ! The government allowed me a 
pound sterling a-day as a state prisoner. The Tower gaoler kept a 
glorious table ; and he let me out to walk w here I liked all day long — 
perfectly secure that 1 should return at meal-( lines. And then, besides, 
he had a nice pretty daughter." “ And <lon’t you go and see her in the 
Tower? ” “ Why, no, my dear fellow'. The course of true love never 

yet ran smooth. I discovered that she had no money : and she found out 
that my Trish estates, and all that I had told her ^out their bel)||f 
confiscated in the rebellion, was sheer blarney. So, when the day 
arrived that your merciless government ordered me to be Jiberated,, ^ 
was turned adrift on the wide world, and glad to become 
the newspapers." — vol. i. p. 366, 


IJp return to Edinburgh. On Campbell’s arrival there, it 
struck Mr. Cuninghame that bis continental trip had much as#> 
suaged the fervour of bis liberalism. On the other hand, he was 
introduced about this time to the late Lord Minto, who bad been 
enchanted with his first fruits, and manifested an earnest wish to 
be of service to him; and Campbell, feeling this kindness very 
sensibly, but also sensitive to other considerations, took an early 
occasion Jjp inform the Tory peer frankly that his ‘opinions* 
were ‘ republican/ The Earl, dare say, cared nothii^ about 

Caiir)pbell*ti 
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Campbell’s politics, except as fearing they might lessen his 
own chances of helping him. Meantime he was requested to 
visit Minto Castle ; and this was done as soon as the mother’s 
affairs had been all settled, and order taken as to a certain 
entanglement of his own, which now pressed. Ere he started 
for Germany he had projected and begun a poem on a grand 
scale, to be entitled The Qiieen of the North ; and his book- 
seller had advanced some monies on the understanding that it 
was to be finished abroad, and ready about this time for publi- 
cation ; but alas! the sheriff’s search had discovered only frag- 
ments of The Queen, and Campbell was embarrassed by the 
nonfulfilment of his bargain. The result was, that on being 
released from the poetical bond he agreed to execute a piece 
of humbler Av^ork for Mundell — to wit, ‘ Annals of Great 
Britain, a compendium of our history from the accession of 
George III. to the opening of the century, in three octavos, 
for each of which the allowance was to be 100/. It was at the 
same time arranged (the bookseller certainly showing remark- 
able generosity on this point) that there should be a new edition, 
the ^Seventhf Oi the Pleasures of Hope, in a splendid quarto form, 
with engravings, to which all the subsequent poems, printed in 
the Chronicle or yet in MS., were to Me annexed ; the bbok to 
be published by subscrij)tion, and a considerable share of the 
profit assigned to the author. With these engagements, 
and the expectation of more regular gains from the newspaper in 
London, Campbell found his mind comforted ; and after enjoying 
for a while the easy society of the Alisons, Gregorics, Richard- 
son, and so forth, he proceeded to Minto. It does not seem 
that he ever recurred to the Queen of the North, nor do cither 
the hints now given of its scheme, or the few verses that we can 

S amine, inspire much regret on that subject. The Queen was 
;lina« The poet was to survey the richly varied scenery from 
the Castle of Edinburgh, and, depicting all this in his verse, in- 
terweave most striking episodes of history that could be con- 
nected wuh the panorama. When he set to work in Germany 
he soon discovered that his stock of national lore was neither 
large nor accurate ; and now on the spot, with the Advoeates’ 
library at his elbow, it is easy to understand that he shrunk from 
the projected breadth of his canvas and a glimpse of the materials 
that must be digested before he could fill it up. But there was a 
radical fault in the plan : hardly any art could have disguiiked 
He had proposed for something of epical dimen- 
sions a conception purely lyrical : and nothing so weaiik>£he as 
an ove^rown ode. 

Th^ ensuing visit to TevidlStale brought him to a near view 

of 
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of life and manners of which hitherto he had only read and 
heard, or obtained slight and casual glimpses. The impres- 
sions which his letters acknowledge are probably much what the 
reader might anticipate; but as his feeling does not seem to 
have been modified by any subsequent experience, and its con- 
tinuance could not well fail, in a country like this, of having 
some influence on the general shaping of his destiny, we shall 
make room for a specimen of these early confessions. 

‘ Aug, 28, 1802. — Lord Minto’s politeness only twitches me with 
the sin of ingratitude for not being happier under hi.s hospitable roof. 
But a lord’s house, fashionable stitingers, sofaM saloons, and winding 
galleries, where I can hardly discover my own a])artment, make 
me as wretched as inj^ nature can be — without being a tutor] Every 
one, it is true, is civil to me; the very servants are assiduous in 
putting me riglit wiien I lose my way in tlie galleries ; but, de- 
graded as I am to a state of second childhood in this new world, it 
wbuld be insulting my fallen dignity to smile hj'sterically and pretend 
to be hap[)y.’ 

‘ Svpt, 4. — Lord Minto’s company is uniformly agreeable; his con- 
versation, when yon get lum by himself (though lie afiects neither wdt 
nor learning), is replete with sincere entlmsiasni and original information. 
But still this is a lord’s house — although his, Ilis time is so much 
employed wdth slrangers-^fashionahle, proud folks — who have a slang 
of conversation among themselves, as unintelligible to plain sober 
beings ius the cant of the gipsies, and probably not so amusing if one 
did understand it. A man of my lowly breeding feels in their company 
a little of wdiat Burke calls proud humility, or rather humble contempt. 
It has astonished me to see what a cold repulsive atmosphere that little 
tiling called quality can .spread around itself, and make us l)elieve that 
it exists at least as a negative quality — like that of cold. But like all 
other little passions this hauteur is cowardly, — a little indifference 
on the side of the vulgar makes those minions 01 fashion open their eyes, 
half shut with afiectatioii of pur- blind ness, and look at least more 
respectfully. As to conversation— the human mind at a certiiiii ifele- 
vatioii of rank grows more barren than tlie Alps.’ 

Campi)ell took final leave of Edinburgh 2 \nd of Scotland (as his 
residence) at the opening of 1803: but what finally decided ^he 
step is left in some uncertainty. Dr. Beattie attributes a good ^ 
d^l to endless annoyances from some near connexions, foi* whom 
tie had done what he could, and, with his mother on his hands, 
could now actually do no more — (we fear the cautious phrases 
used can leave little doubt as to who these connexions n^ere) ; — 
but nevertheless intimates that the superiority of Londbn tis a 
theatre of lithrary adventure must bdvb had th^ chief sway. By 
wbij^evei* cause it was quickened, the step is still viewed regret- 
fully by those who observed hU earlier ds well ds matiirer yearS. 
One of these writes tHtis — 

*Had 
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^ Had he now obtained a professorship, or settled as a lecturer on 
belles lettres, he might have been happy ; for he would have been 
under the observation of those whose opinion he respected — the friends 
of his youth, and the admirers of his reputation/ — vol. i. p. 374. 

On arriving in London he met Telford, and the kind engineer 
tells the not less affectionate Alison — 

‘ If he will only do as well as we anxiously wish, he may become one 
of the most important — as he already is certainly one of the greatest men 
of the age. I am so deeply interested in his welfare and fame that I 
am eternally giving him advice; but lie knows it is from downright 
affectionate regard. I have asked him to live with me at the Sa- 
lopian, where I may have him constantly in check.' — p. 423. 

Charing-cross was a convenient position for Telford, who had 
to do with parliamentary agents and all the substructure of road 
and bridge bills; but the poet did not long adhere to it. He says, 
the noise of the immense thoroughfare (in those prae-maciidamite 
days) was enough to drive any^ man crazy. It may be possible 
that the mathematical exactness of Telford’s rules and notions 
proved also somewhat fatiguing to him ; howbeit, he took a den 
for himself in dull and dingy South Molton street. When Lord 
Minto came to town he attended him every morning for an hour 
or two — as a sort of private Secretary ; but whether this continued 
during the whole session of Parliament, does not appear. We 
suppose it had not been possible for Perry to offer him quite 
such an engagement with the Chronicle as had been counted on ; 
for he soon accepted one from Dr. Tulloch, proprietor of a 
heavier print, now remembered only by the Anti-jacobin's 
couplet — 

‘ Thou Morning Chronicle, and Morning Post ! 

Couriers and Stars, Sedition’s Evening Host ! ' 

This doctor was also owner of a Philosophical Magazine, and 
not unwilling to enliven its science with some admixture of 
general literature; so Campbell undei;took to assist him in that 
department too. Tulloch, like Perry, was Scotch; and indeed, 
though Campbell had abandoned his old country, he always lived 
very much among his countryfolks. We have heard him defend 
himself for his truantry, on the ground that there were more of 
them in London than in Edinburgh — and, perhaps, fifty years 
ago this was hardly an exaggeration. His connexion with Tul- 
loch’s paper and magazine lasted during many years. Now jind 
henceforth some part of his day was regularly sjpent in the Star 
office. But he had by no means dropped his kindly intercourse 
with Perry ; and occasional verses, and now and then a proaejstf 
d'eeprU too pungent for grave Dr. Tulloch, were still welcomed 
by the Chronicle, and applauded^l BrookesV His visits to the 
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King of Clubs were repeated, and he appeared from time to time 
at Holland House, where once at least he conversed at leisure with 
Mr. Fox, and left a very favourable impression on that excellent 
judge, especially by some criticisms on Virgil. But feelings not 
remote from those we have found confessed at Minto Castle come 
out in the letters that paint, to old intimates, his morning reflec- 
tions on the brightest evenings of the highest and most accom- 
plished London society. 

‘ ]\Inch as the wit and erudition of these men pleases an auditor at 
the first or second visit, the trial of minds becomes at last fatiguing, 
because it is unnatural and unsatisfactory. Every one of these brilliants 
goes there to shine ; for conversational powers are so much the rage in 
London that no reputation is higher than his who exhibits them to ad- 
vantage. Wlier^ every one tries to instruct there is but little instruc- 
tion. Wit, jiaradox, eccentricity — even absurdity if delivered rapidly 
and facetiously — takes priority of sound reason and delicate taste. I 
have watched sometimes the devious tide of conversation, guided by 
accidental lussociations, turning from topic to topic, and satisfactory 
upon none. What has one learnt? has be(*n my general question. 
The mind, it is true, is electrified and quickened and the spirits are 
finely exhilarated ; but one grand fault pervades the whole institution : 
their inquiries are desultory, and all improvement to be reaped must 
be accidental.*— vol. i. p. 384. 

In another page he w^onders that Sydney Smith can endure 
so much of ‘the dovirs drawing-room — London.’ But be does 
not advert to the other singularity, namely, that that drawing- 
room never tired of Sydney. Peradventure some light may be 
thrown on all this by a brief note from the worthy historian of 
the Scotch poets. Dr. David Irving, who, about the same time, 
met Campbell under no gilded ceilings, but at the plentiful 
board of Messrs. Longman and Co., in Paternoster- Row; a sort 
of ordinary maintained by that great firm for the benefit of its 
literary allies and subjects. The Doctor says; — 

‘ Among other individuals, upt so easily remembered, the company 
included Walter Scott, Thomas Young, Humphry Davy, and George 
Ellis ; and I may add without any hazard of contradiction that such 
guests as these could not now be assembled at any table in the king- 
dom. Scott had not then attained the height of his reputation ; but 
ho was at all times conspicuous for his social powers and strong 
practical sense. Upon that occasion he was full of good humour, and 
had many stories to tell. Ellis, possessing an ample fund of elegant 
literature, was a model of all that is pleasant in society. Young 
was alike distinguished, in science and erudition. Davy, who was so 
great in his own department, seemed willing to talk in an easy and un- 
pretending strain on any topic that was discussed. Among these men 
Campbell did not appear to much advantage : he was too ambitious to 
shine, nor was he successful in any of his attempts. He was much in- 
clined 
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dined to dilate on the subject of Homer, but on various poirlts was op- 
posed with equal decision and coolness by Dr. Young, who, in all 
probability, was familiarly acquainted with Wolf’s Prolegomena — 
which had been published eight years before and introduced a new 
era in criticism. Davy was ready to interpose any remark that 
occurred to him, though it may be presunuHl tliat his chemical was 
superior to his classical analysis. Oji the subject of Greek poetry, 
Scott was silent. Campbell began to wax somewhat too earnest ; but, 
finding that he did not attract all the attcfition to which he evidently 
thought himself entitled, he started fiom his seat at an early hour, and 
quitted the room with a very hasty ste]).’ — vol. i. p. 434. 

Dr. Beattie, who only knew Campbell in his later period, pro- 
nounces this scene of May, 1803, and its exit* very chaiacterlstlc.’ 
We already begin to see in Campbell something of the besetting 
weakness of one whose better inspiration he often rivalled — 
Goldsmith. 

Ere the close of that year he took a step for which poor 
Goldy never had courage. A Mr. Sinclair, his uncle by mar- 
riage, had met with reverses in the City, and was now living 
in a small house somewhere on the ‘ Five Fields,* that is, the 
desolate region since covered with the solemn squares of Belgravia. 
He had a large family of daughters; of whom the youngest, with 
a name that might have satisfied Jiny romancer, united romantic 
and majestic beauty of feature and form. Campbell fell in love 
with his cousin, and she responded. The old people suggested 
prudential olqcctions ; but the swain, besides detailing sundry 
agreements with Tulloch and the booksellers, had actually a 501 . 
note in bis desk ; and the fair Matilda coinciding in his hopeful 
views of the Exchequer question, the wedding was speedily 
solemnized. They took lodgings in Pimlico, and there their 
first boy was born, Thomas Telford Campbell ; but the Poet 
bad from early days dreamt of a cottage and garden of his 

* Oh ! tliat for me some home^ttl'e tliw might smile, 

Sonfe cottage home ! ’ 

Fie now thirsted to realize the vision, and leasc^d and furnished a 
house on Sydenham Green, which he inhabiletl for seventeen 
years — in fact, the only dwelling-place on this side the lK>rder 
that will be remembered in connexion with him. His letters 
overflow with simple and honest happiness ; the wife U of anghlic 
sweetness, and the sight of her and het babe thakes labour for the 
first time a delight to hiiti, lie noW keepa a borse : the ride to 
and ftoin the * Star-chamber^ every forenoon is|^66d for hlslieklth j 
in the eyeilihg he advances withihe * Annals/ UOd throws off fiiinor 
for various magazines. One series of papers was on Agri- 
ciilinre, and Campbell, who probably coiild not tell barley froin 

lavender 
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lavender in the field, says he thenceforth overawed the farmers that 
occasionally rode to town with him by the profundity of his views 
concerning the rotation of crops and the virtues of manures. A fter 
Dr. Thortias Young’s treatise on Bricklaying in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, nothing of this class astonishes us. Let us quote one 
of the young father’s tender effusions over his child : — 

‘ Our first interview was wlieii he lay in his little crib, in the midst 
of white muslin and dainty lace, prepared by Matilda’s hands — long 
befoie the stranger arrival. 1 verily believe that lovelier babe 
w^as never smiled upon by the light of heaven. He was breathing 
sweetly in liis first sh^p — 1 durst not waken him, but ventured one 
kiss. He gave a faint murmur, and opened Ids little azure lights. 
Since that time he has continued to grow in grace and stature. I 
can take him in my aims, but still his good nature and his beauty 
are but provocatives lo the atfectioii w hich one must not indulge ; 
he cannot liear to be Jiugged, he cannot yet stand a worrying. Oh 
tliat I were sure he would live to the days when I could take him 
on my knee, and feel tiie strong plumpness of childhood w'axing into 
vigorous youth. My poor boy ! shall I Inn c the extasy of teaching 
him tlioughts, and knowdedge, and reciprocity of love to me? It is 
bold to venture into futurity so far ! At present, his lovely little face is 
a comfort to me ; his lips breathe timt fragrance wddeh it is one of the 
loveliest kindnesses of nature that she lias given to infants — asw'eetness 
of sHUill more delightful than all the treasures of Arabia. What 
adorable beauties of God and Nature’s bounty we live in w i^iout know'^- 
ing ! llow^ lew' liave ever seemcKl to think an infant beautiful ! But to 
me there seems to be a bemity in the earliest dawn of infancy, which is 
not inferior to the attractions of cJiildhood, especially w hen they sleep. 
TJieir looks excite a more tender train of emotions. It is like the 
tremulous anxiety we feel for a candle new' liglited, w JiicIi we dread 
going out.’ — vol. i. i). 472. 

The sequel sheds a melancholy gloom over these happy sen- 
tences. 

We have no intention to, dwell so minutely on Dr. Beattie’s 
second and third volumesi^The events are few, and the interest, 
where there is any considerable interest, Inis a painful complexion. 
Our object was to put togeiher such an outline of the earlier 
career as might explain the sequel ; and already perhaps fe\v will 
see much reason to wonder at the scanty issue of Cainpbeirs 
dazzling blossom. 

After the lapse of a year or two, one of his sisters being desirous 
of a situation in London, he thus replies to a letter in which she 
had expressed such notions of his influence as it was very natural 
for her to have entertained. When one of an obscure family 
acquires any species of eminence, how prone arc the rest to exag- 
gerate Ilia ocquiiition ; or wherc;^ as in this case^ tliere could be no 
question of the solidity of. his daiins, to magnify cgregiously their 

own 



60 


Dr. Beattie’^ Life of Campbell. 

own cbances of profiting thereby. There could not be a kinder 
brother, but his sisters did not always remember that he was now 
a husband and a father, as well as a son and a brother. 

‘ Feb. 1805. — I cannot pretend to much interest among the great. I 
would not be right in saying I have none. One has no exact measure 
for a thing so dependent on accident or the feelings of others. Lord 
Minto, the Marquis of Buckingham, Lord Henry Petty, and Lord Webb 
Seymour, have been often heard to lament tliat I was not provided for. 
I have been introduced to others of the nobility, but acquaintance with 
them I never could keep up. It requires a life of idleness, dressing, 
and attendance on their parties. I exhausted a good deal of time and 
money in one London campaign, and got no object attained that I 
desired. I have still retain^ acquaintance with one or two re- 
spectable families, but not in the highest rank. I think they are 
better hearted than the high gentry, and enter into one’s affairs 
more in earnest. The great are indifferent creatures. I have some 
hopes from two intimate friends, a Mr. Weston, of the City, and 
Sydney Smith, the preaclier. It may seem a fault in my charac- 
ter that, having so many great and good friends, I can get nothing 
done, either for my own advantage or the benefit of those I love. It 
was a remark of your worthy aunt, in depreciating my character to the 
Sinclairs, that “ I made friends, but never kept them,’’ I am not sur- 
prised that a person so unlike myself should think exactly so of me. I 
feel, however, the injustice of the observation in the value I attach to 
friendship. I have all my early and equal friends still attached to 
me, and I^ave reason to think very tridy. The great and the rich 
have been kind to me, and have said such things os would have 
made you believe I was to be amply provided for. As to intimacy, 

I never could even wish it with them ; it is got by sacrificing 
independent feelings. I have never parted with the best part of my 
character.’ 

At Sydenham he found society that suited him. That neigh- 
bourho^ was studded with the residences of comfortable families 
connected with the commerce of London, and with several of these 
he and his wife soon came to be onjj^footing of close intimacy. 
Weary wives, idle widows, involuntary nuns, were excited splen- 
didly by such a celebrity at their doors. The requests for 
autographs were unceasing. No party could be complete with- 
out ' the Pleasures of Hope;’ he was here in no danger of being 
overborne or outshone ; bis appetite grew by what it fed on, and 
perhaps half of Dr. Beattie’s second volume is occupied with the 
memorials of as silly an interchange of semi-sentimental twaddle 
as ever encumbered the history of a true genius. That there was 
great worth and real kindness on both sides we make no question, 
but the record is humbling enough when one thinks that at 
this very period he could still be Campbell — that to moments 
snatched firom Stars and Philosophical Magazines, abridgments 
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of the Annual Register, Essays on Turnips, and the pic-nics of 
suburban bluestockings, we owe compositions — few, alas, and far 
between, like his own angel’s visits — but still entirely worthy of 
his first promise. 

He continued however, though at intervals gradually widening, 
to be seen in the higher circles that had been so willing to 
welcome him ; and, from the time of his marriage, Dr. Beattie 
says he can trace a series of plans towards the improvement of 
his fortune set on foot by the Whig leaders, whose great merit of 
zeal for friends we have always been most r-eady to acknowledge. 
One was not a very radiant project: it pointed to some chair 
of English literature in the University of Wilna. Dr. Beattie 
on this topic is mysterious. We can make out that the grand 
obstacle, according to Camj>beirs own view, was his burst of 
Polism in the Pleasures of Hope; but whether one of his rivals 
really forwarded the lines about Kosciusko to the Autocrat of 
Russia, or Campbell seriously apprehended that if he were ap- 
pointed, it would only be under a covert design of lying in wait 
for the first outbreak of his liberalism, and then lodging him 
for life in Siberia, we have no meatis to decide. The thing 
was soon dropped, and who carried the prize our Doctor is too 
stately to reveal. What the other schemes were, we are not told. 
Meantime his earnings were not sufficient for his expenditure. 
Dr. Beattie says ; — 

‘ It lias been generally supposed that Campbell wrote very little at 
this periotl of his life ; such was not the fact ; but it is true that 
what carne before the public comprised only a small proportion of what 
he wrote. His flow of thought was not rapid ; and he was often like 
an artist setting figures in mosaic — cautiously marking the weight, 
shape, and effect of each particular piece before dropping it into its 
place. Nor did this habit of nicety and precision diminish with ex- 
perience ; for erasures are more frequent in his later than in his early 
manuscripts. He was rai^ely i^ver satisfied with his own productions, 
how'ever finely imagined or maborately finished. Aiming at that 
perfection to which no modern author, perhaps, has attained, his 
progress was not equal to his perseverance ; for w hat was written in 
the evening was often discarded the next morning.’ — vol. ii. p. 16 . 

Campbell himself candidly and shrewdly says : — 

‘ 1 was by no means without literary employment ; but the rook on 
which 1 split was ot>er-calculatiiig the gains 1 could make from them. 
All artists are apt to make similar mistakes. The author aits down 
to an engagement, for wdiich he is to have w much per sheet. He 
gets througli what seems a tenth of the work in pne day, and in 
high glee computes thus: — Well, at this rate, I can count upon so 
many pounds a day.. But innumerable and incalculable interruptloiv 
occur. Betides, whit has been written to-day, may require to be re- 
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^yTitten to-morrow ; and thus he finds that a grocer, who sells a pound 
of figs, and puts a shilling, including threepence of profit, into the tiU, 
has a more surely gainful vocation.* — vol. ii. p. 24. 

His difficulties by and bye were perplexing ; the Wilna scheme 
appears to have alarmed hisTduns, far and near, like an electric 
shock ; — but on such mischief — if if ends in the pestering — with 
the detail of little borrowings, all reluctant and all honourably 
repaid — why should Dr. Beattie wish anybody to dwell ? The 
only lesson needs no index, and, however expounded, would be 
expounded in vain. .If a man of brilliant talents, without any 
delinquency that can rouse serious reproach, be seen exposed 
to broad and tangible extremes of misfortune; if a man like 
Campbell, bright among the brightest of his day, sincere and 
upright in his heart, were exhibite<l as undergoing some real 
calamity in consequence |)artly — even mainly — of such improvi- 
dences and miscalculations as are easily forgiven to the smallest 
of his kind ; if we saw him cast into prison, his home dismantled, 
his wife and children turned penniless upon Sydenham Green, 
there would be something to stir the coldest blood ; and many, 
incapable of being fired with Lochiel or melted by O’Connor’s 
Child, would hang over the record as willingly as they sigh at a 
melodrama. But Campbell’s pecuniary miseries never reached 
any romantic climax. 

They were lightened — for the moment at least they were greatly 
relieved — and the chance of ultimate pressure was ever after kept 
at bay — by a pension obtained for him during the brief reign of 
All the Talents. Its amount was nominally 200^- a year, but 
fees and charges reduced it to 168/.; and be it never forgotten 
that, whatever the annuity previously allotted to his mother had 
been, he now raised that payment to a full moiety of this sum, 
and down to her death, in 1812, never permitted any personal 
difficulty to interfere with her benc)||it. 

The pension having been in fact U»e gift of the Foxes, he pays 
a visit of gratitude to Holland House — but not until after the 
lapse of two years : — 

* Jan, 21 , 1808. — The meeting was formidable to me. They are kind 
and most voluntarily benefactors to me ; but that makes the meeting 
somewhat awful. Lady Holland is a formidable woman. She is cleverer 
by several degrees than Buonaparte I The fear of appearing not at 
my ease is always my mast uneasy sensation at that house. Pride and 
shyness are always sparring in my inside. Btrt on this occasion I was 
peculiarly fortunate. I walked for about an hour, almost alone, with 
Lady H. I do assure you I was quite spruce I Most fortunate was 
the mood upon me at the time— -none of your Scotch mauvaise konte; 
no, no— ‘I lelt such self-possession, rach a rattle of tongue apd spring- 
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tide of conversation, so perfectly joyous, that I acquitted myself like a 
ma,n, and went away as well convinced that my dignity had been anim- 
paired as if I had been dining with Cullen Brown. Off I marched 
witli Sydney Smith ; Sydney is an excellent subject — but he too has 
(lone me some kind offices^ and that is enough to produce a most green- 
eyed jealousy in my noble and heroic dispositions ! I was determined 
J should make as many good jokes, and speak as much as him- 
self ; and so I did, for though I was dressed at the dinner-table much 
like a barber’s clerk, I arrogated greatly, talked quizzically, meta- 
phorically ; Sydney said a few good things — I said many I ! I Saul 
slew liis thousands — David his tens of thousands. Mrs. S. helped 
me to two delicious dishes — and I was exceedingly hungry — veal 
and. pickled pork, both highly commendable, particularly the latter.’ — 
vol. ii. p 134. 

Xlifi following passage may be conveniently placed by the 
foregoing. The family with whom one of his sisters i$ living, 
come up to inspect London, and he calls on them ( 1810 ) : — 

‘ I was a little afraid of the Dover-street interview with the M.?s. 
Although my sister spoke of them highly, I had contracted an idea 
that they were proud people. On my way I had prepared to put my 
looks and manners into the most dignified attitude ! But though I 
behaved sublimely to the footman, and almost knocked him down with 
overawx*, T had no sooner got to the inside of the drawing-room, than 
I found it better to put off my godlike air, and resume my humap 
appearance. They were plain, sensible, and civil people, with good 
characteristics, and a little cordiality of manner — just what I w'anted 
— nothing that was over-mucli, or that might have led me to su])pose 
they were saying in their hearts, ‘‘ Let us be kind and civil to this 
man, and Jiot avail ourselves of his sister being our governess.” I am 
quite glad that my sister is there. I stayed to dine, and took the latest 
Dulwich coach.’ — vol. ii. p. 192. 

Dr. Beattie seeing Campbell complain in many letters of 
jminful shyness, while correspondents, in the main eulogistic, 
charge him, in his earlier stage^ with arrogance in his tone of talk, 
appears to be of opinion that the two failings qould not have existed 
in the saiif^ man. We must beg leave to differ from the Doctor. 
In those failings — (without attaching much importance to the 
jmet’s own double confession just cited) — we see merely different 
shapes of the same too indulgent self-esteem, or, if the phrenolo- 
gists please, different developments of the same love of approba- 
tion — the convex and concave sides of the same deformity. We do 
not forget old Homer’s twofold division of shame ; but wbat is 
called shyness by inell^ speaking of tbemselves, is often neither 
less nor more than arrogance not screwed up. It was a serious 
misfortune for Campbell t|iat he Wps alyvays thinking so much 
about what other people were thinking of hiin. This was the 
parent of many unlucky consequences — among ethers, of great and 

needless 



64 


Dr. Beattie’^ Life of CampbelL 

needless loss of pleasure to himself. There was no reason why he 
should not have set his rest on old equal friendships — no man but 
a fool ever does not ; there was no reason why he should not have 
been kind and attentive to persons vastly bis inferiors who had any 
sort of claim upon him — no man with a heart like his could have 
been otherwise. But he might have done and been all this, and yet 
enjoyed in moderation — and, as a student and artist, profited largely 
by enjoying — the calm contemplation of that grand spectacle deno- 
minated the upper world. It is infinitely the best of theatres — 
the acting incomparably the first, the actresses the prettiest. He 
could not bear to go to itqnless he was himself to be the star. He 
could not be comfortable in his corner, and come forth when he 
got his cue; far less could he relish the more delicate luxury of a 
side-bos. But though all this continued to be the case, what Dr. 
Beattie might truly and fitly ha\|;c added was, that in his later time 
Campbell's manners in general society were free from all pre- 
sumption. His bearing, as we remember him, was truly gentle ; 
the only uneasiness that he occasioned was by his own manifest 
uneasiness — a thing sufficiently puzzling to persons who had from 
childhood admired him afar off. 

By and bye he joined a volunteer regiment, called the ‘ North 
Britons,’ and for a time was constant at drill and also at mess. 
This last was not good for his health. Already his newspaper en- 
gagement bringing him daily to town, he had been quite enough 
exposed to the temptation of festive boards and tavern meetings. 
Moreover, temptations of a like kind were not wanting at Syden- 
ham itself. There were jolly aldermen there as well as enthusi- 
astic spinsters. Above all, the original of Faul Pry, Tom Hill, 
then a flourishing drysalter in the city, and proprietor and editor 
of the 'Theatrical Mirror,’ had a pretty box in the village, where 
on Saturdays convened the lights of song and the drama, Mat- 
thew%, dListon, Incledon, and witl^tticm their audacious messmate 
and purveyor, the stripling Hook; The dignity of Campbell’s 
reputation surrounded him amidst these merrymakers iVitb a halo 
b^fpre which every head bowed — which every chorus recognised. 
All this was very different from Holland House, from the King 
of Clubs — even from the Divan in the Row. To Campbell it 
was more fascinating. Even so Goldy, in the circle of Burke and 
Johnson, sighed secretly for his Irish poetasters and index-makers, 
the '^oemaker’s holidays,’ as he called them, of Highbury 
Beattie, who carefully remaflfil at the close of the 
GlasgoWuollege period, that Campbell had *as yet,’ in spite of 
nfuc^l dangerous example, pfactised^reat moderation at table 

’ ^ See Mr, Fotter’e very etitertoining book, * Oliver Goldnnith, a Uiography,' pp, 
446 « 486 , • 
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(vol. i. p. 209), now writes with reference to the volunteers and 
so forth ; — 

^ This occasional absence from home, it was said, and tlie facilities 
which it offered for entering more freely into company, fostered a 
taste for conviviality which was neitlier friendly to study nor domestic 
retirement. The social pleasures of the eveiiing were followed by a 
painful counterpoise of depressed spirits and inai)titude for mental 
exertion. I do not presume to say that his mode of life was different 
from that of many of his own, standing ; but what was pursued with 
impunity by others was often extremely prejudicial to him. By 
a too easy compliance with their solicitations, he was led to countenance 
a style of living and thinking — not altogether in accordance with the 
high standard of which he had given a solemn earnest in his Poems — 
which laid the foundation of habits that in after years he found it 
very hard, or even impossible, to conquer. — vol. ii. p. 87 . 

Wc are not surprised to find^that working the brain and also 
the stomach in this style, his nerves — never very firmly strung — 
were sorely disturbed. Appetite by and bye failed — a walk of a 
mile knocked him up — he could hardly sit his pony for an hour — 
he was forced to drop all penmanship for weeks at a time. At 
last he had a really alarming attack of Coma vigil, and it took some 
months' seclusion in the Isle of Wight to restore him. 

These misfortunes affected his purse seriously. Among other 
efforts for relief he entered upon a tedious negotiation about a 
Collection of the British Poets — already sufficiently detailed in the 
Memoirs of Scott, who, at one stage, seemed likely to associate 
himself with Campbell in the editorship, andf received, as the treaty 
dragged on, not a few Philippics against The Trade. This indeed 
was always a favourite strain with Campbell, though no reader of 
these volutfics will find anything whatever to justify it. Hear him — 

^ Cadell anil Davies «u»ked my terms for thirty lives, lud I gave in 
the same estimate w hich Sir Jmnes Mackintosh offer^ — a thousand 
pounds. They are the great o** earth w'ith whom we have to 
deal — liberal eiioughfas booksellers go—but still, you know, ravens, 
croakers, suckers of innocent blood and living men’s brains«I .... It is 
of consequence to the general cause of letters tliat neither journeymen 
like myself, nor masters — independent artists like you, should be over- 
reached in tlieiiL transactions. Constable is a deep draw'* well. It is not ^ 
two months since he made me absolutely believe he had not been meant 
by nature for a bookseller. But God knows he is not the worst of the 
biiiicii. .... We scorned Philip — we laughed not ill-naturedly at 
Louis XIV: ; but at tlijs Buonaparte we gnash our teeth wUb.|hehiUgli 
of wretches on the wheel. Either he is more respectable ji^ all^', ' 
or we aro grown a parcel of cowards not to tred!t^ him mth dignity. 
PeHiaps In my feelings towards theXJallic Usurper — Wretch, Tyfianfi 
as we ebaritably call him — there may be some personal bia^; fojhi ^ 
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must confess that ever since he shot the bookseller in German}^ jPhave 
liad a warm side to him.* 

However, out of this frustrated scheme sprung two others, boih 
successful, and one of them eminently so^ First, the prej)aration 
of an Essay on English Poetry, with Specimens and biographical 
and critical Notices, on which Campbell kept working at intervals 
during seven or eight years ; at last completing the book published 
in 1816 by Mr. Murray, whom he justly describes as ‘ a gentle- 
man, albeit a bookseller:* a work not unworthy to be handed 
down wdth the classical verse of its author, and wdiich cannot now 
be Te-perused without moving deep regret for the trivial and 
perishable nature of his other prose writings, whether buried in 
the utter darkness of petty in<agazines, or bearing his name on 
their tombstones in the purlieus of " Bedlam and Soho.’ Secondly, 
the plan of Lectures on Poetry ^ the Royal Institution, suggested 
by this compilation while in progress, realized with applause in 
1812, and repeated for three or four seasons to diminishing 
audiences. 

Having just read over Campbell’s Essay and Notices, we could 
not but speak of them as we have done. At lliie same time we 
must add that, even considered without reference to other matters, 
that book itself is not to be thought of without some pain. Ex- 
cellent as it is, who can help feeling that the plan W'as unfortunate 
— that he w'as * cribbed, oabined, and confined ’ from first to last, 
and has left us but specimens, not only of what others had done, 
but of what he coulcMiave done?* 

But we are trespassing somewhat as to our chronology ; and 
the earlier Sydenham period should not be lightly dismissed — 
for, besides all this prose-work, good, bad, and indifferent, it 
produced, with on6 or two small exceptions, whatever of lasting 
worth he was ever to add to the poetry of his adolescence. The 
Battle of the Baltic and Lochiel me the first in date ; and Dr. 
Beattie is enabled to illustrate very curiously jljjie elaborate anxiety 
with which both were brought into their uftunate shape. The 
original draft of the Battle, sent to Scott in 1805, consists of 
t}iirty stanzas, — one third more thap the published copy — and 
though the superiority of the latter is very decided, we see that 
Campbell's endless tinkerings obliterated not a few passages such 
as few would have parted with, far fewer could have afforded to 
lose. Take for instance this picture of the English sailors ; — 

• Perha^is in the recent reprint for (he ‘ Home and Colonial Library a miacellany 
conducted with sin^lar skill and without the slimiest pretension— the omitsioti of the 
long^Veiie extnett is favourable to Campbell. Tlie attention of the leader is more 
kept to his pleasing guide. "" 
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‘ Not such a mind possess’d 
England's tar ; 

’Twas the love of noble game 
Set his oaken heart on dame, 

For to him ’twas all the same — 

Sport and war. 

‘ All hands and eyes on watch 
As they keep — 
liy their motion liyht as iDings^ 

Idy each step that haughty springs^ 

You might know them for the kings 
Of the deep ! ’ 

Lord Ullins Daughter and Glenara were written soon after, 
and all these pieces were added ta Gertrude of Wyoming 
when that exquisite poem, begun in IS06, and occupying the 
noblest hours of five successive years, was at last issued in 
quarto, more mafwum^ December, 1810. All the proud pro- 
digality of poetical genius that had been developed since the 
opening of the century seemed but to have quickened the appetite 
of the public, and the reception of Gertrude must have been equal 
to the author’s highest anticipation. In this work he achieved his 
greatest honouf’. In the Pleasures of Ho])e, it is true, we find 
more lines that have passed into j>arts of speech ; but the Gertrude 
also will stand that sort of test well— sand it has such a pervading 
charm of pensive sentiment, with so many flashes of electrical 
inspiration, that wc must, on the whole, place it above the early 
Poem. The contemporary criticisms might alone, if we had a 
folio’s space at command, restrain our pen now. The Edin- 
burgh lleyewer’s private letter shows how well he understood 
Campbell : — 

‘ It ends rather abruptly — not but tha^ there is great spirit in the 
description — but a spirit not quite suitable to the soft and soothing 
tenor of the poem. most dangerous faults however are your 

faults of diction. I'be^e is still a go(Kl deal of obscurity in many 
passages — and in others a strained and unnatural expression — an 
appearance of labour and hardness ; you have hammered the metal in 
some places till it has lost all ductility. These are not great fault^, ^ 
but they are blemishes ; and as dunces will find them out, noodles will 
see them when they are pointed to. I wish you had had courage to 
confect, or rather to avoid them — for with you they are faults of over- 
finishing, and not of negligence. 1 have another fault to charge you 
with in private — for which I am more angry with you tmni for all the 
rest. Your timidity, or fastidiousness, or some otl^r knavish quality, 
will not lei you give your conceptions glowing, and bold, and power- 
ful, as they present themselves ; but you must chasten, and refine, and 
soften them, forsooth^ till half their nature and grandeur is chilled 
way ftom ^em« Bdieve me, my dear C., the world will never know 
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how truly you are a great a?ui original poet, till you venture to cast 
before it some of the rough pearls of your fUncy. Write one or two 
things without thinking of publication, or of what will be thought of 
them — and let me see them at least, if you will not venture them any 
further. I am more mistaken in my prognostics than I ever was in 
my life, if they are not twice as tall as any of your full-dressed chil- 
dren.’ — vol. ii. p, 173. 

One more of the ' full -dressed children ’ soon followed, to our- 
selves perhaps the very dearest of the family — the O' Connor* s 
Child, It was included in the second edition of Gertrude ; and il 
we except the ode of farewell to Kemble (1817), ' The Last Man’ 
(1823), and the stanzas on the Improved Clyde (1826), it would 
have been better that Campbell hadnever again touched verse. 

Dr. Beattie produces in his first volume some fragments of a 
mock-heroic poem on the meal-mobs of Edinburgh, during the 
'scarce years’ (1800-1801), which might have been dispensed 
with. That Campbell, however, had a fine vein of humour and 
satire in him was always asserted among his intimates, and his 
effusions in that line in the Chronicle have often been alluded to 
as among the moving causes of his pension. The Doctor gives 
one specimen of 1813, which may perhaps make some of his 
readers sorry that there aie no more ; a closer search of the files, 
they will exclaim, might be well bestowed. Dr. B. says — 

‘ The jeu-d' esprit pr ‘‘ Suggestions ” by Campbell appeared 

ill the culuriiiis of a morning paper. The lines evince a strong party 
spirit, but are very characteristic of that vein of pleasantry by which 
he often turned the rancour of political prejudice into a harmless jest.’ 

The said ^Suggestions’ begin with — 

* As recruits in these times are not easily got, 

And the Marsiud 7nust have them, pray w ly sliould we not 
As the last — and I grant you the worst— oi our loans to him, 

Ship off tiie whole Ministry body and bones to hiin.^’ 

— and so on, till we reach — 

‘ Nay, I do not see why the great Regent himself 
Should in times such as these lie at home on the shelf ; 

Though in narrow defiles he ’s not fitted to p.'iss, 

Yet who could resist if he bore down en masse V &c. — 

vol. ii. p. 229. 

All this is very clever in its way ; but the piece is Moore’s— and 
its true title is ' Reinforcements for Lord Wellington.’ (See 
Longman’s 8vo. of 1845> p. 170.) Who has been 'suggesting’ 
the learned Doctor? 

Whether Gertrude^ or Anti-Regent squibs (genuine or im- 
pilled}/ or Lady Charlotte Campbell had most to do ^ith the 
llitro<liiction of the Bard of Sydenham to the ' Court of Black- 
hj^ath/ we cannot pretend to rule ; but he now became an 
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honoured visitor of that refined circle. Our readers will regret 
with us that Dr. Beattie has not condescended to a fac-simile of 
the original drawing by his hero of the scene commqmorated 
in the following extract; performers, H. H. H. the Princess of 
Wales (iptat. 45), ^ the daughter of Mac Aillin Mor/ Sir James 
Mackintosh, and Mr. Thomas Campbell : — 

‘ T m?fst he getting clown now, for I have attained the summit of 
human elevation — dancing a reel with royalty ! Imagine four per- 
sonages standing up at right angles to each other, ^/ins 1 over- 
heard Miss , one of the ancient azure-hose, remark that Mr. C. had 

the neat national trip ! This was conciliatory ; but she looked and 
spoke at me as if she had more respect for my lieels than my head. 
Seriously, 1 am pleased with all this ; but I begin to dread that I have 
got into too much good luck by this princely acquaintance. I told 
the great personage that I loved operas to distraction ! I'hen why 
don’t you go often to tlicnn ? she demanded. They are so expen- 
sive, quoth I. Next day a ticket for the season arrived ! God help 
me ! 1 shall be obliged to live* in London a month to attend the 

Opera-house — all for telling one little fib ! ’ — vol. ii. p. 216. 

Another figure at the only Court that could ever have at all 
suited Campbell — and, if all tales be true, a more highly favoured 
one — was Sir Thomas Lawrence; and the great artist volun- 
teered a portrait of the new Laureate and Terpsichorist of Black- 
heath. Campbell is about the same time described by Byron as 
' a spruce high-priest of Apollo, looking as if the God had sent 
him a weddin^suit fresh from Olympus.* At home rather slo- 
venly, it would seem that when visiting, the smartness of bis attire 
was always noticeable. Even as .an elderly man he was curious in 
waistcoats and buttons, lie had begun to get bald ftre he saw 
London, and assumed a Brutus. This impaired his appearance 
ever after; if he bad been as ‘ knowing in wigs ’ as George IV., 
it would have done* so; but his choice was abominable. It is 
])ity that Lawrence did not insist on bis depositing the incum- 
brance when he s.at, but bis pencil reproduces it without much 
embellishment. The features themselves required none. It is 
one of Lawrence’s sterling works. Great was Campbell’s own 
anxiety on the occasion : — 

‘ If you see Mr. Lawrence again, implore him to say what lie de- 
cides about my “ lovely portrait.*' I liave got so smoky and old- 
looking that I wish to get back my imaginary beauty, just to see how 
I shall look when I grow young again in heaven. That is the merit of 
Lawrence’s painting ; he makes one seem to have got into a drawing- 
room in the mansions of tlie blessed, and to be looking at oneself in the 
inirron’— ^vol. ii. p. 222. 

In 1814 b« visited Paris, then garrisoned by the English; 
but his letters contain nothing worth transcription. He Was 
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presented to the Duke of Wellington, but the Duke was unluckily 
not told that he was the Poet, and the Poet was a little mor- 
tified at being received merely with the civility due to an ordi- 
nary gentleman of Clan Diarmid. In 1815 he was called to 
Scotland by an event of consequence — the laird of Kirnan died ; 
not a Campbell, but related to the family, his admiration of the 
allotting half the pension to the mother had made him set down 
his remote kinsman for a legacy of 500/., with a share of any 
unsettled overplus of personal estate. This bequest turned out 
to be worth 5000/. : and henceforth there really ought to have 
been no more of pecuniary embarrassment. The capital sum, 
however, thanks to the terms of the will, remains at this day for 
the behoof of the poet’s only surviving son. Being in Scotland, 
he had thoughts of repeating his Lectures at Edinburgh ; and 
Scott, in encouraging this notion, had an ulterior object in view, 
for the Professor of History was infirm, and it was hoped that an 
arrangement might be made for Campbell to mount the chair as 
‘ assistant and successor but this scheme failed — how, Dr. Beattie 
does not inform us. Campbell never lectured in Scotland, but 
he gfive a course at Liverpool in 1818. 

In 18*20 he undertook the editorship of Mr. Colburn’s Maga- 
zine. His salary (to cover also six articles in verse and six in 
prose yearly) was GOO/. ; and conceiving that it would be neces- 
sary to remove from Sydenham, he took a house in Scjniour- 
street West, Some months were to intervene ere he entered on 
office, and he employed them in a run to German^ moved chieflv 
by the desire of collecting materials for Lectures on Continental 
and Anciqpt Poetry, which he meant to deliver at the Institution, 
and then print in the Magazine. He reached his old haunts at 
Ratisbon, went on to Vienna, and spent, on his way back, some 
Useful and agreeable weeks at Bonn, Here^ he furbished up his 
Hebrew, with a view to commenting* on the poetry of the Old 
Testament, and made acquaintance with W. A. Schlegel, of 
whose conversational merits we have this notite : — 

‘ Schlegcl is so attentive as to call every day ; but he talks without 
listening even to questions, and upon subjects on which he has not in- 
formation to make him edifying. He thinks he understands English 
polities, and pesters me with his crude speculations about our impending 
national bankruptcy and the misery of our lower orders 1 Yesterday he 
asked me if I thouglit our peasantry^ happier than the serfs of the feudal 
gy8tem---and I asked liim to-day, what was the price of labour in Ger- 
many — in order to institute a comparison between tlie situations of the 
poor in both countries ; but my German philosopher was too great a man 
to know anything. When he has nothing to say, he proses away like the 
glack of a mill when there is no com to grind. One could take down a 
book from a shelf, ten times more wise or witty than almost any man’s 

conversation. 
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conversation. Bacon is wiser, Swift more humorous, than any person 
one is likely to meet with ; but they cannot chime in with the exact frame 
of thought in which we may happen to take them down from our shelves. 
Tlierein lies the luxury of conversation ; and when a living speaker 
does not yield us that luxury, he becomes only a book standing on two 
legs.’ — vol. ii. p. 364. 

This strain smacks of Gokly : but whether the last touch be 
a crib from Sydney Smith’s ‘ Book in breeches,’ or Sydney had 
pointed a waif of Campbell’s, we are not sure. When he reappears 
in London as editor of the ?S*ew Monthly Magazine, Dr. Beattie 
— we believe a contributor to that work, and so originally intro- 
duced to him — is very luculent in his expatiations on the dignity 
and importance, also tlie success of the undertaking ; he, more- 
over, ascribes great part of that success to Campbell’s own papers, 
and he dwells on the delightful circle of co-operators now congre- 
gated around the chief — his fatherly kindness to them — his en- 
larged hospitalities, and his exemplary discharge generally of all 
his new duties. To several of these things we demur. The 
Magazine was in his time (as it continues to be) lively, varied, and 
popular : but though the Editor's abridgments of his Lectures 
were very fair articles, none of them made the least of what people 
call a sensation ; and the only sensation ever made by his poetical 
novelties (with two (jxcoptions, already alluded to) was far from 
flattering. Dr. Bcatlio acknowledges that Campbell’s good nature 
led him often to insert articles which, when in print, he could not 
bear to look aU That is probably the case with moat editors — 
but sXill it was wrong. Again, we are forced to infer that the new 
conglomeration of younger literati * w'as by no means a fortunate 
circumstance ; that it encouraged and largely developed the ancient 
weakness of Campbell — the love of being in that sort of society 
where he could predominate at his ease. Like Jedediah Cleish- 
bolham, ' he was a man, a^cl had been a schoolmaster:' w'e may 
add, that he seems to have been latterly as wedded to his jupe as 
Dr. Parr — but lacked that awful pedagogue’s potency to usher all 
his appendages into worshipful chambers of Whigdom. Lastly, 
it is admitted that he did not conduct himself with due care in his 

* Cnropbeirg attempts to enlist men of letters of his own standing appear all to 
have failed. The replies of Moore and Smith are characteristic ond diverting-espe- 
cial ly ‘ file preacher’s — 

* Fcaton^ JDec. 13, 1820. — What line of conduct do you mean to bold on the subject 

of religionf I lieg you to l>e quite explicit on this (loiht Remember also that 

a Mttg, is not supportoil by pa{)ers evincing wit and genius ; but by the height of the 
tide at London Bri<lge — by the price of oats, and by any sudden elevation or depression 
in boiling-peas. If your succeeds, it will do so os much by the diligence and dis- 
cretion you will impress npoii your nature, os by the talents with which you were born. 
As fur me, I am rusticated — indolent — cut off from the society of clever men— and 
engaged in the £, U, But answer my question, and I will consider the matter. Will 
any politlcHl changes take place soon in Germany f Can you promise us any deca- 
pmton of Htgb-Dutch Princes? Yours truly, S. S.' 

relations 
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relations with the publisher ; for ere long he was in debt more 
than a year’s salary — a very mischievous feature in editorship, as 
\\Q need not hint to the initiated. Campbell’s politics, of course, 
tinged the journal ; though, as respected our domestic matters, not 
offensively. His Polish mania interfered more heavily. From 
even an earlier time his letters show him as preyed on by adven- 
turers from that quarter and patriotic refugees of kindred souls. 
General Pepe, the Neapolitan hero. Colonel Macirone, the illus- 
trious author of a 'P realise on Street-fighting, barricades, pikes, 
&c:., and we know not how many Italian and Spanish carbonari, 
now haunted him and his Magazine. One foreign connexion 
was, however, eminently useful to it — it had the distitiction of 
including, in several successive numbers, Mr. Blanco While’s 
first and only valuable work, ‘ Doblado’s Letters.* This was 
indeed worth a wilderness of monkeys. 

Before he had been editor for a year a terrible affliction befcl 
Campbell. The subject is painfully delicate, but Dr. Beattie’s 
mode of dealing with it is pitiable. In one page (ii. 401) we 
have him saying of the poet’s first-born — ‘ symptoms of a malady, 
to which we need not particularly allude, began to dispel the 
hopes,’ &c. &c. : two pages lower commence not allusions — but 
extracts upon extracts from letters about the choice of lunatic 
as} 1 urns; the Doctor himself adding in a note, that there was 
an hereditary taint — that one of Mrs. Campbell’s sisters was 
then in confinement; and elsewhere, that Campbell’s difficulties 
al)out selecting a keeper for his poor boy were increased by the 
* very irritable ’ state of his wife’s own nervous system. This was, 
indeed, a fatal blow to Campbell, for the malady proved incurable 
—and he bad now no other child in life. For some time he would 
not, could not understand, that the case was fixed ; but at last 
the conviction came, and thenceforth hope was none for him upon 
this earth — over all the futurity glodihi far blacker than death. 
In justice to Campbell it is quite necessary that this sad part of 
his history should be clearly apprehended and fully weighed. 
There was no occasion for Dr. Beattie to do more than state the 
broad facts ; but while the correspondence and details of journeys 
to different asylums are worse than superfluous, the hesitating 
dimness of his main text on the whole subject is merely absurd. 
It is well known that tbe gentle mother herself, undermined by 
this great grief, sank* into such a state of health that Camp* 
bell’s house was in every sense the house of mourning during all 
the remainder of her life. It is a solemn thought, in bow many 
cases the home of genius has been overshadowed, even within 
Ofir ipwn time, by reason of similar calamity. 

< In 1824 he rallied his energies so far as to complete and carry 
through tbe press another volume of poetry; but this brought 

no 
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no comfort. The principal piece, Theodric, was saluted by an 
unanimous verdict of — Guilty without extenuating* circumstances. 
De had quite persuaded himself that it was the consummating 
glory of his Muse, and the disappointment was horrid. Dr. 
Beattie, we should add, admires Thcodric: this no doubt was 
the tone of that ‘ literary brotherhood,’ so distinguished for 
‘variety of power and unity of purpose’ (ii. 399), which clus- 
tered round Ciimpbcll as the Magnus Apollo of the New 
Monthly. 

We are now favoured with another chapter of mystery. Camp- 
bell had always regarded with dislike and jealousy our English 
universities. He had never, wo dare say, been much of a 
Presbyterian, but, though a great admirer of our Liturgy, he 
appears to have continued all along, in the main, an Anti- 
Anglican : he moreover had a natural preference for the Scotch 
modes of instruction. It had for years been a reverie of his 
that it would be a noble achievement to found a liberal and 
Intitudinarian university in London — that such an institution 
would, far more effectually than any other device of feasible 
attainment, shake the mediaeval supremacies and superstitions of 
Cam and Isis, and help forward the grand sister causes of civil 
and ecclesiastical Reform, In the troubled and ominous year 
1825, he at length had the satisfaction to perceive that his 
expositions on this head were telling among Reformers more 
qualified than himself to start such an enterprise and conduct 
it through initiatory struggles. The College in Gower Street 
was founded : and great was the surjirisc when, in the first 
formal announcement of its arrangements, the name of the 
Poet, universally known for the primary mover, did not appear. 
That he was to be installed as Warden, and hold at the same 
lime some Professorial chair, had been taken for granted out 
of doors. Why no such a^ipointmcnt was offered him* remains, 
after the lapse of a quarter of a century, in obscuro ; as do, we 
may observe, several other odd things in the early history of the 
Institution. Dr. Beattie must, one might suppose, have heard 
Campbell relate his own views and impressions on a topic to 
him so important ; but neither text nor margent, narrative nor 
correspondence, affords any light whatever. No one doubted, or 
can doubt, that Campbell was mortified ; and it is possible that 
his mortification was too severe to be told for the sympathy of 
the brotherhood. 

He received consolation from a distant quarter. The agitations 
about academic changes in the south had been watched with 
very intelligible interest in the north ; and the younger students 
there began to think the time was come for some quasi-demom- 
tic efforts on their part. The oflRce of Lord Rector, of which we 
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really tlo not know the original scope, hud long been considered 
at Glasgow as merely affording the Principal and Professors an 
opportunity oP paying a compliment to some leading gentleman in 
their vicinity : and when parties were nearly balanced, or politics 
in a lull, the usual arrangement was to have a Whig Rector one 
year, a Tory the next, whose duties we believe were strictly 
limited to a procession across the quadrangle, a brief speech of 
formal civility delivered in an embroidered gown, and an orthodox 
evening in the refectory of the Sanhedrim. The election was 
with the students in certain classes — those we presume of the 
first foundation : these were all however very young students — 
the majority boys from twelve to sixteen : and they had for ages 
voted in their red togas and antique Nations as their masters in 
conclave settled beforehand. The scheme was to make this 
undergraduate- poll a real one — to have Lord Rectors of their 
own free choice — and it was very nature'll .'ind honourable lor the 
Glasgow lads to think first of the originator of the London novelty, 
and greatest literary name connected with their own college 
within living memory. Campbell was delighted when he heard of 
this rebellion against the Senatiis Academic us, then mostly com- 
posed of Tories — he and his Whig friends in the North exerted 
every energy — the Sancient solitary reign ’ of the dignitaries fell 
at the first assault, and was (apparently) abolished for ever, I’lie 
poet’s letters on this subject — the overflowing rupture he shows 
about ‘ his dear boys’ — and his proceedings when he went down 
to be installed, harangued the unwonted multitude in the Great 
Hall, banqueted with the humbled dons — who hcdgingly created 
him LL.D. — and was regaled with honester zeal by the youthful 
members of a newborn ‘ Campbell Club all these matters 
occupy large space in the book, and will probably be smiled 
over by many of its readers. But we confess the whole ^ 
chapter leaves a rather pathetic impression on our minds. 
We should recollect Campbell’s disappointments and distresses. 
Ever nervous, ever jealously sensitive, the darkness of his ilo- 
mestic circumstances must have made him brood in many a 
melancholy hour over the comparison of what had once been 
expected and what had been done. This last was much, yet very 
inadequately answerable to the former. He had won a distinguished 
name — his genius had metVith cordial acknowledgment; but 
others bad far surpasseil him in boldness of enterprise, in energy of 
toil, in grandeur of achievement, in extent of influence. He had 
not put his stamp on his age — he had gratified but not governed it ; 
bis small volume, exquisite and admired, might never have existed, 
and the blank would hardly have been noticeable. Lastly, his 
recent additions had been voted worthless by acclaination. Was 
be exhausted? Had he done bis all? Had ho really done 

enough 
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enough for immortality? Could he be sure that he was not to 
sink step by step into actual oblivion? At such a moment to 
have his old renown hailed anew by a rising generation, and see 
himself enthroned by their hands where he won his earliest 
trophies^ may well have been oil and balm to many a secret wound. 

A genuine spark was awakened amidst the embers. It was 
now that surveying the haunts of his youth, so much altered since 
he first wandered among them, he penned these beautiful lincs^ 
the last quite worthy of his pen that ever dropped from it: — 

‘ And call they this Improvement? — to have chang(3d, 

My native Clyde, thy once romantic shore, 

Where Nature’s face is banished and estranged, 

And Heaven reflected in thy wave no more ; 

Whose banks, that sweetened May-day’s breath before, 

Lie sere and leafless now in summer’s beam, 

Witli sooty exhalations covered o’er ; 

And for tlie dai^ied green-swjfrd, down thy stream 
Uiisiglitly brick-lanes smoke and clanking engines gleam. 

‘ Speak not to me of swarms the scene sustains ; 

One heart free tasting Nature’s breath and bloom 
Is worth a thousand slaves to Mammon’s gains. 

Hut whitlier go<‘s that wealth, and gladdening whom ? 

8eo, left but life enough, and breathing- room 
The hunger and the hope of life to feel, 

Yon pale Mechanic bending o’er his loom. 

And Childhood’s self, as at Ixioii’s wlieel, 

Frofn morn till midnight tasked to earn its little meal. 

‘ Is this Improvement — where the human breed 
Degenerates as they swarm and overflow, 

Till Toil grows cheaper than the trodden weed 
And man competes with man like foe with foe, 

Till Death that thins them scarce seems public woe? 
Improvement !— smiles it in the poor man’s eyes 
Or blooms it on the cheek of Labour? — No. 

To gorge a few with Trade’s precarious prize. 

We bauish rural life and breathe uiiwliolesome skies. 

^ Nor call that evil slight. God has not given 
This passion to the lieart of man in vain, 

For Earth’s green face, the untainted air of Heaven, 

And all the bliss of Nature’s ruftic reign. 

For not alone our frame imbibes a stain 

From fietid skies ; the spirit’s healtliy pride 

Fades in their gloom. And therefore I complain 

That thou nc more through pastoral scenes shouldst glide, 

My Wallace’s own stream, and once romantic Clyde !’ 

The election was repeated next year (this again, we believe, 
an innovation)^ and the Lord Rector enjoyed tlie second cele- 
bration 
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bration with no less fervour. His sky now much needed 
some rays of comfort, and these happy visits to his Alina Mater 
Avere amonnf the last vouchsafed to him. His second and most 
promising boy was early lost. In 1828 his poor wife died. 
The troubles of his editorship accumulated. Some indiscretions 
brought threats of legal procedure against the bookseller, and he 
began to look more narrowly into the state of Campbell’s account. 
The Poet resigned in 1831 ; and was unwise enough to engage 
in a negotiation about the property as well as editorship of a 
rival Magazine, called ‘ the Metropolitan/ which never acquired 
any very sound footing, and died young. By 1834 this ‘ bubble,’ 
as he terms it, and other causes, had surrounded him with fresh 
embarrassments — worse than ever, indeed — nor do we see how 
he could have escaped from them but for the generosity, never 
vainly appealed to, of Mr. Rogers, and then the death (otherwise 
a most afflicting blow) of hispid friend Telford. The engineer 
left Campbell 1000 /.; and, joyfully discharging his debt to the 
senior bard, he shook himself free from The Metropolitan. 

His day had begun to sink : the third volume is the record of his 
twilight — not an overgraceful twilight — and which we shall be 
pardoned for treating as rapidly as if it had been tropical. What 
Dr. Beattie considers as redeeming glories of the declining hour 
seldom strike us in the same fashion. Of these, the foremost in the 
practical department was the founding of the ‘ Polish Literary (!) 
Association,’ which the Doctor pronounces ' one of the noblest 
triumphs of modern philanthropy/ but in the liistory of which wc 
discover little to interest us, except that it originated certainly in 
Campbell’s fixedness of political creed, and was attended with 
many illustrations of his charitable tcmj)cr. Wc arc afraid there 
is reason for the general sus])icion that it was made subservient 
to purposes not contemplated, or at least not well weighed, by^ 
the amiable founder. It became, we apj)rchcnd, instrumental 
to the designs of that knot of Republican Conspirators who had 
then their head-quarters here in London, and who have lately 
had every opportunity of familiarizing the civilized world with 
their true purposes and characters. A smaller matter was a 
new London clubhouse— one of the numerous imitations of the 
Athenseum. This, instituted in 1823, had Campbell among its 
original members, and for some years he was a pretty regular 
attendant. What special disgust had affected him in 1829, Dr. 
Beattie docs not say; but he quitted the Athenaeum and set up, 
close by it, The Literary Union, which has either expired long 
ago, or perhaps adopted some more Greekish title* It is hardly 
unfair to surmise that he bad been offended by the reluctance 
of the old committee to facilitate the admission of some of his 
Polish and Irish cronies. In the new bouse be had his heart’s 

content — 
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content — he ruled supreme ; and it continued, while he was in 
London, to enjoy whatever advanfao:es his presence and patronage 
might imply. We need not go into his dreams, after the Reform 
Bill, about being M.P. for his native city. It is evident that he 
had been deluded by the young hot- bloods of ‘ the Campbell Club/ 
and was never seriously thought of among the bearded electors : 
but here again his disappointment was sore. Then he had 
a vision of being knighted — and we wonder how he escaped the 
Guelphic ribbon-t — but it was never offered ; and there was 
another pftng. In the literary line he did nothing that is pleasant 
to recur to. The most trumpeted and the most flagrant failure 
was his Life of Mrs. Siddons (1834). Much was even then ex- 
pected on this head ; he had been fn)m his youth exceedingly 
intimate with her and all that extraordinary family, and it was 
hoped that in reviewing her career he might exhibit once more 
the chaste and tasteful critical vein of his Specimens. But 
while his Ode on the Retirement of Kemble will always 
f(»rm our great actor’s best monument, the Siddons pyramid 
has already crumbled into dust. E\il communications had 
cockneyfied the author of Hohenlindcn. A short excursion to 
Algeria produced * Letters from the South/ in 1836; but that 
work does not tempt us to linger. It is impossible to consider 
the rich results of his early travels without regretting deeply the 
narrow sphere within which most of his subsequent life was 
bound, 'i’hat chajiter proves abundantly that, though few poets 
have trusted more to the impressions offered by books, yet none 
was more accessible to the power of realities. Fed and stimu- 
lated by a greater variety of scene and action, he might probably 
have done enough to cast the best of what he has left us into the 
shade. But it was now too late even for Africa. Campbell was 
’ exhausted. We hope he had merely been tempted, in conse- 
quence of booksellers’ debts, to lend his name to some other still 
more imbecile productions of the press. Far be it from us to 
'allude to them particularly.’ 

Our readers, after what we have hinted, will not be astonished 
to find that liis wife’s death had been by no means an unmitigated 
addition to his list of afflictions. Some time afterwards it seemed 
as if he had made up his mind to start afresh in life. He took 
a house better than he had ever before had, and in a more 
fashionable situation — one of the quiet old court-yards of White- 
hall : and here for one season he gave dinners and evening par- 
ties of considerable pretension. It was then rumoured, and Dr. 
Beattie now confirm^ the report, that he indulged visions of 
a second matrimony, Tiie brass buttons shone with renews 
gayness; and though in letters of earlier date he had expressed 
his wonder that 'gentlemen of a certain age, if they will wbar 



Lord Beaumont on Foreujn Policy. 

The spread of communist doctrines and the spilit of insubordi- 
nation are new in that region, and must present a fatal barrier 
against any permanent or satisfactory settlement. We are not 
cheered in the contemplation of this prospect by the plan sug- 
gested by Lord Beaumont for the pacification of the peninsula and 
its final government. ' To avoid the dangers of a republic (p. 4 1 ) 
and the arrogance of a metropolitan mob, to promote brotherly 
affection and the unity of the provinces on a permanent basis, and 
yet to prevent the evils of centralisation, and at the same time to 
gratify the wishes of the people for self-government,’ he proposes 

‘ To create and restore at Florence, Pisa, Lucca, Sienna, Faenza, 
Ferrara, and Rome republican institutions, or rather, well-developed 
municipal governments ; they have all once been capitals, and still 
possess tfic reminiscences of self-government. Each city sliould have 
its separate chamber, with its president and its ministers and executive 
committee; they would manage their own atiairs, and, exhausting their 
energies on municipal di>putes, they would never desire to interfere 
with the central government, ^\hich would be presided over by a stadt- 
holder, witli respoiissible ministers, and managed by a diet or vorort 
sitting alternately at Bologna, Florence, and Rome.’ 

For the office of stadtholder, he adds, " justice as well as interest 
points out the Duke of Tuscany as the fittest person/ 

We believe there Is a vast portion of our countrymen who 
earnestly wish that our members of Parliament would content 
themselves with our own struggling population at home, and 
the distracted condition to which recent measures have reduced 
our colonies, and would abandoi^ the internal government of 
the continental nations to themselves. We have heard the same 
wish expressed by foreigners, coupled with an expression of 
wonder that persons should choose to pronounce judgment and 
volunteer advice in matters with which they are so totally unac- 
quainted. The Italian legislative chambers have less comj)licated 
and less onerous business on tlieir hands than our own legislature; 
but what would be our opinion of the wisdom of a Florentine 
senator who, while lamenting the party strife in England, should 
propose a plan for the pacification of it, and the conciliation of 
the antagonist interests involved in the question of free-trade and 
protection, by suggesting that the country should adopt the 
territorial division of our Saxon ancestors during the Heptarchy, 
establishing supreme parliament»sj|^ wittenagemot to manage 
the confederation — the sittings thereof to be held alternately at 
Colchester, London, and Ipswich, and the Duke of Cambridge 
to be^ installed as its hereditary speaker or burgomaster ! 
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friends — brotliers — sisters were dead — all but one, and she too was 
dyings ; his last liopes, on a point he would not name, were blighted. 
As for fame, it was a bubble that must soon burst.’ Earned for others, 
sliared with others, it was sweet ; but at his age, to his own solitary 
experience, it w^as bitter. Left in those chambers “alone with his 
glory,*’ was it wonderful that his philosophy, at times, took fright? 
that he rushed into company — resorted to that which blunts, but heals 
no pang? and then — sick of tlie world, dissatisfied witli himself — 
shrank back into solitude?- Yet he would tax no man’s sympathy — he 
would get to the end of his journey as uncomplainingly as he could; 
he was weaker than other men— not, perhaps, more wicked. If cen- 
sured for his faults, he w^ould only say to his friends, “Strike — but 
hear me ! ” ’ — vol. iii. p. 410, 

We are under no temptation to enlarge on the topic thus dis- 
missed by Dr. Beattie, wdiose evidence, however, in the opening 
of the extract, is important, and will be exceedingly welcome to 
many. His allusions to his friend’s desolate hearth remind us of 
the lamentation of an ancient British hard : — 

God hath provided unpleasant things for me : 

Dead is Morgeneu, dead is Mordar, 

Lead is Morien^ dead are those I love.* 

The constitution was broken long before he repaired to Bou- 
logne. The ensuing spring found him rapidly sinking. Dr. and 
Mrs. Beattie hastened to his side, and joined Miss Campbell in 
every assiduity that reverence could dictate. The concluding 
chapter will be j)cruscd with more satisfaction than any other in 
the Doctor’s third volume. Sat cst vixisse. The end was devout, 
serene, even happy. In his own words : — 

The strife is o’er — the pangs of Nature close. 

And Life's lost rapture triumphs o’er her woes. 

^ June V2th . — He has passed a tolerable night — sleeping at intervals. 
By his desire, I again read the prayers for tlie sick — folloM’ed by va- 
rious texts of Scripture, to which he listened with deep attention — 
suppressing, as much as he could, tlie sound of his own breathing, 
which had become almost laborious. At the Qpnclusion he said — It 
is very soothing! At another time I read to him passages from 
the Epistles and Gospels — directing his attention, as \rell as I 
could, to the comforting assurance they contained of the life and 
immortality brought to light by the Saviour. When this was 
done, I asked him, Do you believe all this? Oh yes, he replied 
with emphasis — I do I His manner all this time was deeply so- 
lemn and affecting. When I began to read the prayers, he raised 
his hand to his head — took off his nightcap — then, clasping his hands 
across his chest, he seemed to realise all the feeling of his own tri- 
umphant lines : — 


• Merditin by Mr. Herbal in bU very curious book, the CycloM 

ChrUtianui, pv 79. ^ ^ 

“ ‘ This 
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This spirit shall return to Him 
Who oave its lieaveiily spark ; 

Yet think Uv)t, Sun, it shall be dim 
When thou thyself art^dark. 

No ! it shall live again, and shine 
In bliss unknown to beams of tiiine, 

By Him recall'd to breath, 

Who captive led Captivity, 

Who robb’d the Grave of victory 
And took the sting from Death ! 

‘ I^ter in the day he sppk^ with less difficulty — he said something 
to*every one near him. ^ niece, who was leaning over him in 

great anxiety, and antiefpSung every little want, he said, — Come — 
let us sing praises to Christ ! — tlien pointing to the bed-side, he 
added — Sit here. — ‘‘Shall I pray for you?" she said — Oh, yes — he 
replied ; Let us pray for one another! In the evening, a relation of 
iny own, whom he had known many years, and who accompanied us 
from London on this visit, read prayers from the Liturg}^ at his bed- 
side, — and that Liturgy, of which the Poet had so often expressed his 
admiration in health, was a source of comfort in tlie hour of sickness. 
He expressed himself “ soothed — comforted and, after a few words 
uttered in a whisper, he fell into a quiet slumber. As we sat by his 
side — reflecting on wliat liad passed — we tiioiight witli Rogers ; — 

Through many a year 
We shall remember with a ‘ sad ' delight * 

The words so precious which we heard to-night 1 
^ June 14/A. — At a moment when he appeared to be sleeping hea- 
vily, his lips suddenly moved, and in a slow, distinct whisper, he said 
— We shall see * * iu-morrow ! — naming in the same breath a long- 
departed friend. After giving him a teaspoonful of some liquid at hand, 
he moistened his lips with it — adding os usual — *• Thank you — much 
obliged;” and these were the last connected words we heard from 
him.' — vol. iii, pp. 372-375. 

Next day, June 15ih, 1844, he expired. It was not unfortu- 
nate that he bad ceased for some space to be before the English 
world. All was forgotten except the upright and generous quali- 
ties of the man, nid the few imperishable creations of a genius 
in its own sphere seldom surpassed. It being known that he had 
from an early time counted on 'going to sleep in Westminster 
Abbey* (vol. ii. p. 176), his remains were brought over accord- 
ingly. On the 3rd of July they were interred in the Poets* 
Corner, hard by those of Chaucer and Dryden, and the obsequies 
were discharged in a very honourable manner. On one side the 
bier stood the chief of his clan, the late Duke of Argyie, and on 
the other Sir Robert Peel, then Prime Minister; the attendance 
included a large assemblage of hereditary and acquired distinc- 
tion : and the service was read by a friend and brother- poet, one 
of the prebendari^, Mr. Milman. The inscription on the coffin 
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Dr. Beattie’^ Life of Campbell, 

was ‘ Thomas Campbell, LL.D., author of the Pleasures of Hope, 
a<^ed Lxvii.’ A monumental statue (by Mr. Marshall) is now 
about to be erected in the Abbey. It has two very common 
faults: it conveys the notion of a much taller and more athletic 
man, and the attitude is somewhat theatrical; but the poet’s 
features are preserved with happy fidelity. 

His place is safe : yet the young aspirant should not neglect 
the warnings which, lasting as his honours will be, his history 
enforces. On the gravest of these, indeed, it would be idle to say 
a word : this tale is but one of the thousand that preach trumpet- 
tongued— to the deaf — the imprudcucf|j|pf any poor man in com- 
mencing life witliflio profession but that 6f the pen. That is, we 
fear, a hopeless affair. A lesson by which some may possibly 
profit, is the danger of precocious celebrity — too easily as well as 
too early achieved — inducing afterwards reluctance for labour, 
with at the same time a sore, anxious fretfulness for the high and 
commanding authority which waits only on patient, strenuous am- 
bition : — a pain continually sharpened, it may be. by the con- 
sciousness that the supereminent prize was, nay is, within reach — 
yet this spur rarely overmastering the chill of ircmour and the 
fatal creeping of laziness. From which indulgences springs a 
thirst for others to cloak them — above all to cloak them from one’s 
self ; namely — not to mention gross things — the tendency to cast 
about for ignobler gratification in the acquisition of such a standing 
in the world as may be best promoted by worship of its secure 
influences — that is, by the art or trade of tufthunting, at present 
the most flourishing of mysteries — or, if there be loo much of 
pride or languor, or both together, for assiduity in this line, the 
falling back on the hmnble but soft cushion which is always ready 
for any real celebrity, however stunted in its development — the 
cheap luxury of assentation ; which last appears undoubtedly to 
have been Campbell’s Delilah, Both foibles however spring from 
one and the same root — Vanitas vanitatum, omnia vanitas — and 
which is after all the worse growth of the J^wo, it might not be 
so very easy to determine. . They are frequelAfy'intertwined ; the 
man who fawns upon the great is apt to lose no opportunity of 
making himself amends by playing the cock -of- the- club among 
those who will let him. Campbell was singularly free from the 
former blot. The balance of the culpabilities should be left for 
those who can acquit themselves of having tampered with either ; 
and they will not perhaps be the sternest of critics for the mis- 
takes and failings of a conscientious and benevolent man, wlio 
paid a good deal for them in his lifetime, and never injured any 
one but himself. 
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Art. III. — 1. The Chess-Player s Handbook. By Howard 
Staunton, Esq. * 1847- 

2. Maxims and Hints for the Angler and Chess-Player, By 
Bichard Penn, Esq., F.R.S. New edition. 1842. 

3. Le Palamede : Revue Mensuelle. 

4. The Chess-Player s Chronicle. 

TJ^NGLAND has not hitherto been the land of arm-chair 
amusements. The turf and the chace, the rod and the gun, 
have numbered among their votaries the mass of those whose 
means allowed them anything beyond the vicissitudes of labour 
and rest. And these active sports still keep ^heir ground, but 
with a difference : — the sportsman of Queen Victoria’s epoch has 
his evening as well as his morning to employ — conviviality is 
chastened, and music or conversation claims the hours formerly 
resigned to the bottle. A similar change has been wrought 
among those whose mornings are passed in the more sedentary 
pursuits of commerce or study. The tradesman and artisan have 
partaken the movement, and through every rank of society, save 
the very lowest, there is evinced a preference for intellectual 
recreation over animal refection. Reading-rooms and mechanics’ 
institutes multiply, and their supporters have wisely desired to 
vary the attractions which they present. To these and< similar 
causes we in great measure attribute the growing popularity oi 
Chess. Others may go deeper, and say that in this anxious 
period, when all those appliances which seem designed to save 
time and trouble only leave us a few additional minutes for *toil 
and turmoil, cark and care ’—in this age of mental high pressure, 
men seek in their very diversions something of intellectual disci- 
pline for the battle of life: and this view also has probably much 
of truth. But however we account for it, the fact is certain that 
the study and practice of Chess are rapidly increasing. 

At the beginning of the century the most laborious search for 
works designed chess would scarce have discovered fifty, 

and roost of the^l^e, and in foreign languages. The list might 
now be enlarged tenfold. Chess has truly a literature of its own. 
To Damiano, Philidor, Lolli, Greco, Ponziani,and the anonymous 
Modenese are added Petroff, Jaenisch, Szen, Alexandre, Bourdon- 
nais, Calvi, Laza, &c., on the Continent — with our own countrymen, 
Sarratt, Lewis, Walker, Staunton — and a crowd of less voluminous 
but ingenious contributors, from the clerical sphynx, the Rev. H. 
Bolton, to the unmusical though chess-honoured names of Bone 
and Muff. There are manuals of every priceTand calibre, and both 
the openings and terminations of games are analysed with the most 
industrious accuracy. Of this among the most striking examples 
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are Major Jaenisch’s volume on the variations of a single opening 
(the King’s Bishop’s Gambit), and M. Alexandre’s quarto, the 
Encyclopedic des Echecs. The latter contains analjses of all 
the legitimate openings, with the difl’erent forms which they may 
be made to assume by probable variations in the attack or defence. 
It is a great literary curiosity, but we fear not likely to be often 
employed except by writers on chess, or by the patient victims 
of a game by correspondence. Its bulk is alarming, and its 
notation, though not difficult, is less simple and obvious than that 
in the ordinary treatises. Equally remarkable in another way is a 
recent publication by the English Chess^Chavipion, Mr. Staunton, 
which compresses in a small 12ino., we will not say all that 
can, but all that need be learnt from books as to the laws of the 
game, the best principles for conducting it, the chief openings 
and their happiest variations, with examples of each from actual 
play by the masters, and a numerous selection of interesting 
chess problems. Nor is this all — the Chess-player’s Handbook 
also supplies an explanation of all the different modes of chess- 
notation, and a very full analysis of those various positions towards 
the termination of the game where the drawing or winning turns 
on the nicest points of play. The work is illustrated by 200 
neatly executed diagrams, the arrangement perfect, the type clear, 
and — the price is 65. 0 ^/. ! As a mere specimen of \\hvit printing 
can do in the nineteenth century, it deserves examination. An- 
other, and a yet more elaborate work of the same comprehensive 
character, is the Schach-Spieler's Handbuch of Bilguer and Von 
der Laza, the pride of German chess-players. W e believe that a 
curious collector might now make up a library of 1200 volumes 
on this so recently little-heeded subject. 

But* chess has not only its Handbooks and its Encyclo- 
paedias — it has also its own periodical literature. There issues 
monthly from the Polytechnic press The Chess Chronicle, in 
40 neatly printed pages, which arc wholly and solely devoted to 
chess in all its forms — correspondence, clmilenges, anecdotes, 
problems, games actually |)layed, and games^hich might, could, 
would, or should have been played. Air. Staunton is the editor 
—the circulation large and continually increasing. Turning to 
the Continent, we behold a rival periodica], the Palamede, by 
M. St. Ainant, also popular and well-conducted, though less 
exclusively devoted to chess, other games of skill occasionally 
finding a corner in its pages. Even the shock of the last tragi- 
comic 'Revolution has left it flourishing in republican glory.* 
The nomenclature tnay indeed be a little embarrassing, having 

* Tbs Journal ii continued by M. KieieriUky under the name (from the well-known 
Gaf6}of aa R^gence.’ 
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been long since adapted in France to the ancient regime. In- 
stead of the energetic Ferz or Vizier of the Eastern game — 
or the stately and influential Queen Consort of the English 
chess-board, our neighbours appropriately instjilled La Dame, 
the great lady, the reigning favourite, as head of the court and 
chief prop of the crown, while the Monarch was supported on 
the other side by no mitred prelate, but the official Fool with 
cap and bells. We might moralize this, but we would rather 
speculate on the future. How will the dignities of the chess- 
board be treated where the pictures of even a citizen-king 
have been regarded but as targets for patriot ball- practice ? La 
Dame may indeed be easily replaced by a nude figure of Liberty, 
Equality, or PVaternity ; and for Le Fol, the principal difficulty 
will be to select the character best entitled to bear the bells. 
But what name can be found unprofaned which may suit the 
leader of the mimic state? VVe shall be sorry to hear ‘Bar- 
ricades to your President’ substituted for 'Check to )our 
King,’ or ‘Mate’ revolutionized into ‘Abdication.’ There is 
(or lately was) an excellent Journal in Germany, the Berliner 
Schachzeitung, and we believe two have been set up quite 
recently, one in the United States and another in British India. 
Some half-dozen Sunday newspapers, too, ‘swell the triumph 
and partake the gale,’ enlivening their columns with subtle pro- 
blems or well contested games ; and yet, singular c6ntrast! but 
fifteen years ago, Mr. G. Walker’s ‘ Philidorian,’ though treating 
of other games as well as of chess, and diversified by much of 
wit and humour, as well as of technical research, lived but for 
six numbers,* and then expired, ‘ a prey to torpid apathy.’ We 
believe that the chess-clubs alone would now suffice to keep the 
Chronicle going ; and this brings us to our last and most deci - 
sive piece of evidence. 

- The clubs are almost a new feature of the case. It is true 
that ever since the time of Philidor one or more chess-clubs 
have existed in Lq^don, but so ephemeral, that in 1843 only 
one remained thatlbad told above years : moreover even 
at these the attendance was thin, and confined to a particular 
circle. Now there is a club in almost every considerable pro- 
vincial town, while those of our great cities nearly vie with 
the two here, the ‘London’ and the *St. George’s.’ It seems 
almost invidious to particularize — but Liverpool, Nottingham, 
Leeds, and Bristol have produced some of the finest provincial 
players. Brighton also stands high, as do Halifax, Wakefield, 

^ Tbete tis Dumlwra make a cliarroing little volume. There ii a tale of Chess 
Diablerie, better than all the similar attempts since made ; and the lucubrations of 
Mr. Rummins on Whist are most entertaining. 
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and several other Yorkshire towns. It would be difficult to 
guess at the aggregate numbers enrolled in all the clubs, but 
we should conjecture that those of Yorkshire alone number 
400 members ; and, be it remarked, these members are all 
hona fide chess-players. There is not even a well- spread table 
to attract ; coffee and tea are generally the sole refreshments. 
Let our readers suppose it club-night, and with us take a peep 
at the proceedings. The room is well lighted — there is a 
good fire — sundry gentlemen of various ages are sipping coffee, 
Avith the addition, perhaps, of a cigar. But observe the business- 
like air of the meeting; our friends mean chess and nothing 
else. Look at that stout gentleman with very large shoes — 
he is a merchant, and this his recreation after severe business. 
Contrast his intense though heavy aj)plication of intellect, with 
the air of nonchalance and assumed superiority on the keener 
visage of his opponent, a surgeon in small practice, but of 
much local celebrity as an oracle of Liberalism and spouter 
.at * literary societies.* See — our solid friend has moved at 
last, and his antagonist, who has thrice cleared his throat and 
four times'* taken snuff, in the vain hope of accelerating the 
process, jilays on the instant. Two or three admirers behind 
him l(k>k approval at each other — but the des^nies frown — our 
^man of genius’ has risked all in a premature though brilliant 
attfick, and, ere long, will console himself for a lost game by con- 
fidential whispers : — * Oversight — get careless — so very slow — 
shouldn’t mind the Knight — time him,’ &c. In a corner of the 
room the Secretary is playing over, for the instruction of soiife 
of the rising members, one of Staunton’s games, just reported 
from the metropolis. Elsewhere a visitor from a distant club 
is doing battle with the President, who seems fully conscious 
how much is expected of him. But, look where you Avill, 
all is chess — a tourney a Voutrance maintained between various 
pairs of champions, till midnight clears the lists. When it is 
considered that hundreds of meetings such as these take place 
weekly throughout»£ngland-^that they are Attended by persons 
filling a respectable place in society, and of good, perhaps su- 
perior average attainments — that they are absolutely divorced 
from gambling and intemperance, and require no other stimulus 
than that of innocent rivalry in an intellectual amusement — 
that they are not only finding supporters in the middle classes, 
but giving birth to kindred institutions among our intelligent 
mecjianics and artisans — it will, we think, be admitted, that there 
must be something in Chess not wholly unworthy the notice of 
our readers at large. We propose meantime, without any pre- 
tence of deep research, to say a few words to such of them as 
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are not wliolly unacquainted with the game, on a few points which 
we deem interesting in its history, its practice, and its morals. 

Its birth-place has been the subject of as much contest as 
Homer’s. India, Egypt, Arabia, Greece, China— each has its 
claim. All attempts, however,, to trace it to a classical fount 
are futile. Both Greeks and Romans had games resembling 
draughts — possibly like backgammon: — but the two distin- 
guishing characteristics of chess — the various values and powers 
of the pieces, and the dependence of the fate of the game on 
that of the principal piece — are nowhere alluded to. We 
might add, tliough in this perhaps we shall be deemed fanciful, 
that we deem the spirit of the game too accurately scientific for 
the genius of early Greece. The claim of China seems more 
► plausible ; but we cannot be induced, by the ^ centesimal and 
millesimal mode of exaggeration’ prevalent among the Celes- 
tials, to believe them cither the oldest nation of the East, or 
generally the ‘ repertores doctrinarum atque leporum.’ The 
distinctive chess now possessed by the Chinese has the air rather 
of a game degenerated and confused, than of a great inven- 
tion, perlected during the lapse of 2500 years.* l^he weight of 
authority, as well as evidence, appears in favour of India, from 
whence the Ara|^ians and Persians both admit that they received 
it. But if we are glad to be supported in this view by Sir 
William Jones, we cannot likewise subscribe to his idea that 
chess, as now played, is unchanged from its original form — that 
this Minerva sprang complete from the brain of some Thunderer. 
We think that Sir William himself furnishes evidence to the 
contrary when he traces the very name of Chess, with the titles 
and shapes of the chief pieces, to the Chatur-anga,f which 
certainly constituted a very ancient eastern form of the game. 
Decisive proof is unattainable, owing to distance of place and 
time, and want of records ; but we cannot doubt that practice 
discovered imperfections, which were gradually corrected. Those 
who have observed how difficult it is to get up a game at the 
' Four-chess ’ \ even at a club in the pr^ent day, and how 
tedious and unsatisfactory it often proves, unless the antagonists 
are both quick and well matched, will readily conceive how 

* We are aware that we are iiere diiTering from o moet learned writer — tlie Hon. 
Daines Barrington — whose article in the ninth volume of the * Archoeologia ' assigni 
the iiiventlou to China. 

f Chatar>anga (.Sausc.) signihea ^ the four member* of an army,’ or elephant*, bonea, 
chariot*, and foot-soUlier*. It wa* also called Chaturiji, or the four king*, airice it 
wa* played by four fjersoiis, two allied againat two, each commanding eignt piece*, 
^e mrd contained lixty-four squares a* now. There were many grades of succesa 
up to a complete victory, the stake* won varying proportionably. A throw of the dice 
decided whico piece should be moved, or at feast restricted the playerV choice, 
t See The Pnilidorian, page 207, for an explanation of this variety. 
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two armies came to be condensed into one, the redundant King 
being changed into a Vizier or General. Another natural improve- 
ment would be the dismissal of the dice, and leaving the player free 
in his choice of the piece to be moved. The very anomalies of the 
game — such as queening a pawn, castling, and playing the pawn 
two squares at the first move~»seem as though they had been 
suggested by long experience ; the former to diminish the num- 
ber of drawn games, the two latter to bring the pieces more 
rapidly into collision. We admit these to be improvements — but 
from their very nature they cannot well have belonged to such a 
grand ^ first conception’ as Sir W. Jones supposes. It is ob- 
servable, too, that the Chatur-anga has wholly disappeared, as 
though it had been merged long since in the more perfect form 
of modern chess: while Mr. O. Walker has published some 
translations from ancient Persian chess MSS., which, showing * 
an approach to the present mode, must, we think, be regarded 
as denoting a distinct intermediate game. But be this as it may, 
the Persians affirm that the game reached them from India 
in the sixth century, and we might naturally suppose that it 
would enter Europe via Constantinople, whither every product of 
the East found its way ; and, in point of fact, we find this to have 
been the case, as our earliest European notices of the game are 
drawn from Byzantine writers.* Whether the Western portion of 
Europe received it from travellers who had visited the Golden 
Horn, or the Crusaders brought it home with them from Pales- 
tine, seems scarce worth disputing ; indeed it was most likely pro- 
pagated in both ways : but it clearly became very prevalent shortly 
after the first crusade, whereas till near that time it appears to have 
been known to none but the Scandinavian nations, whose roving 
mariners probably brought it for themselves from the East.-f 
Wherever the game was introduced, it appears to have rapidly 
acquired popularity — a result hardly to be wondered at in an age 
when scarcely any intellectual resources were accessible save to the 
clergy. Spain and Italy seem to Imvc early attained a pre- 
eminence in skill, .which the latter did not lose till the middle of 
the last century. But if the skill of other nations was less, the 
keenness, we had almost said ferocity, with which the game was 


* For instance, it is alluded to by Anna Comnena, in the twelfth book of her Alexias, 
in a manner which shows tliat in the twelfth century it was familiar there. A most 
costly set of chessmen, extant till the Revolution at the Abbey of St. Denis, were dressed 
in the Greek garb of the ninth century, and Sir F. Madden (who has collected all 
the earliest stray notices of the gam^ respects the tradition that these pieces had been 
a gift from the Eastern Emperor to Charlemagne. 

f We ought perhaps to have excepted also the Moors of Spain, who may have 
derived it early from Arabia. 
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pursued^ appears to have been greater in the North. We have 
an unpleasant proceeding on the part of Canute recorded — how 
he made away with a nobleman to whom he was under deep 
obligation, because he refused to be cheated point blank. Nor 
was there much dignity in the later squabble between our 
Henry I. when Prince, and the Dauphin, who revenged a scries 
of defeats by striking his adversary with the chess-board, and was 
in turn most unroyally drubbed by the English fist : but generally, 
wherever chess is mentioned in old chronicles or metrical romances, 
it is as the occasion of some act of violence or bitter feud. The 
great size of the early chessmen,* and the use of metal in the 
boards, must have rendered them tempting weapons for an angry 
man — the rooks especially seem to have been often used as 
Homer’s heroes employ some huge stone. 

As the anecdotes approach modern times they assume a 
more civilized character. There was something almost chival- 
rous in the manner in which great players, especially those 
of Spain and Italy — as Ruy Lopez, Paolo Hoi, and Leonardo 
* il Puttino' — used to traverse land and sea in search of a worthy 
antagonist. And though we may not think that the first of these 
worthies was appropriately rewarded by f^hilip II. for his skill 
with a Bishopric, we read with pleasure of the encouragement 
nhich in those days ' lords and dukes and noble princes ’ used to 
give to a game which was almost a science. No amusement, 
perhaps, has been patronized by so great a \ ariety of remarkable 
personages as chess. Charles XI I, of Sweden was passionately 
fond of it, though his play had the characteristic imperfection 
‘ qrfil faisait toujours marcher son Roi.’ The calmness with 
which he could sit down to the game when he had barricaded his 
house at Bender, contrasts curiously with the headstrong folly 
which prompted so desperate a resistance. The Mareclial 
BoufHers was a skilful player. Napoleon found the game a great 
resource, especially in his monotonous captivity at St. Helena. 
There is something melancholy in the thought, how often his 
mind must have wandered from the mimic troops before him to 
other fights in other fields ; yet perhaps the best inscription for 
Napoleon’s chess-board (which wc trust is at Mad. Tussaud’s, 
as w ell as his Waterloo chariot) might be supplied by Juvenal’s 
lines : — 

Atque utinam liis potius nugis tota ilia dedi.sset 

Tempora saevitia?, claras quibus abstulit orbi 

Illustresque aninias — 

* See Sir Frederick Madden s Remark! on tlie Ancient CLesiroen found in the 
lele of Skye. 
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We cannot add, especially so soon after the 18th of June, 

impune ct vindice nullo ! 

Charles I. was actually playing when he received the news that 
the Scots intended to deliver him up. Frederick, ‘ the Great 
Elector' of Saxony, returned calmly to his game after yet bitterer 
tidings. Certainly, one of the characteristics of the game is its 
power of engrossing the mind, tand withdrawing it from subjects of 
painful contemplation. We have found its absorbing interest 
deaden even the force of acute bodily pain. The reason of this is 
doubtless to be found in the boundless range of combinations, in 
which the mind may wander without ever seeming to go too far. 

It has often been asked, ^ Are great abilities requisite to make 
a first-rate cliess-pl.ayer ?’ and the under-valuers of the game have 
replied triumphantly by pointing to the number of men who have 
shone as chess-pla^^ers, and in no other line. Yet this reply is not 
conclusive, unless it could be also shown that these men laboured 
earnestly for higher successes, and failed. Chess, no doubt, like 
other amusements, has been the occasion of wasted talents and 
lost opportunities. Few are aware, possibly, that before Philidor 
addict<!d himself strongly to chess, he had obtained considerable 
celebrity as a composer, and had written an 0 ]>era which was much 
admired. We may lament such cases, but must not argue as 
though they were not. For ourselves, we ha\e seen clever men 
who were decidedly ‘muddle-headed' over a chess-board ; but 
we never saw any person attain to excellence in the game with 
case, who was not possessed of superior abilities. Indeed, what- 
ever may be the faults of chess, it cannot be charged with that of 
being too easy. Lord Bacon censured it as ‘ too wise a game.* 
Walter Scott withdrew from it, alleging that ‘ he saw a man 
might learn another language with less strain to the mind.* Lively 
peo])le — not to dwell on such great geniuses — often find it too 
laborious for a recreation — dull ones constantly give it up in despair. 
In short, to shine at it requires uncommon readiness and accuracy 
of calculation. We must, therefore, withdraw the credence too 
freely given in our youth to the charming story in the ' Animaux 
celebres/ of a certain chess-playing monkey; how he beat his 
royal master, and how, after receiviijg sundry blows in reward of 
his victory, he prefaced the next checkmate by taking up for bis 
personal security a cushion which lay ‘ convenient,’ Yet to swal- 
low this spirited fiction requires hardly more faith than that of 
the ‘ gentle public ’ in every European capital, who visited the 
^ Automaton Chess-player.’ In the nineteenth century (credite, 
Posteri !) it was an article of common belief, that, by winding up 
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every ten minutes or so, mere machinery could be made capable 
of replying to and out-in^ccuvring stratagems resulting from deep 
thought and susceptible of almost endless variation. Day after 
day did spectators crowd to the miraculous triumph of mechanic 
art, and retire ^awed, delighted, and amazed.’ We have before 
us a book printed in 1819, not particularly ill written, which 
shows most gravely the impossibility of any trick in the case ; and 
expatiates on the skill which could thus enable matter to per- 
form the functions of mind.* How generally this view of the 
case, or one little short of it, prevailed, may be gathered from the 
fact, that the Automaton Trumpeter of Mons. Maelzel, exhibited 
here in 1819 along with the Chess-player, though really a most 
masterly piece of mechanism, attracted little or no attention in 
comparison with tliat intrepid hoax. 

We would not, however, be understood as denying great credit 
to Mr. De Kempelen’s ingenious contrivance for concealing the 
player, and at the same time making him aware of his opponent’s 
moves. After the person, who directed the game from within, had 
successively slidden through the different parts of the machine, 
leaving each in its turn clear for exhibition, he lighted a taper 
and seated himself, with a board of his own, immediately below 
that on which the Automaton was to operate. The pieces which 
the figure moved had powerful magnets at their bases; and below, 
and near each square of the board, hung a small metal ball by a 
short thread. Thus the player below could at once see from 
what square a piece bad been removed — by the dropping of a ball, 
and where one had been placed — by the rising of another. The 
move, thus learned, he repeated on his private board, and liaving 
then decided on his own, directed the arm and fingers of the 
figure accordingly. 

Two points more may be worth mention — the one, that a 
clever Cambridge mathematician, Mr. Willis, solved the mystery 
by fair reasoning from what he saw, without a single considerable 
mistake, and publish^ his solution, while the ‘ gentle public’ as 
aforesaid were still irt,j.utter darkness. The other, that while 0ur 
countryman, Mr. Lewis, was the hidden jierformer, the Automaton 
lost but six games in some three hundred, though always giving 
the odds of 'pawn and moni.’ This, no doubt, was mainly at- 

* We refer to the translation published in London, of Mr. Charles Gottlieb de 
Windiseb’s * I^^tters or; the Automaton Chess-player' — whereof a short specimen will 
suffice : — ' Notwithstanding the superior ingenuity of modem artists which scientific 
YiiYentions discover, it seems absolutely impowible that any piece of mechanism should 
be invented which, |^)os8cssing |)errect mechanical motion, should appear taexert the 
iutelli^pd^ of a reasoning agent This seeming impossibility is surmounted in the con- 
strucfkm of the Automaton Ch^ys-player.* 
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tributable to that gentleman’s great skill ; but we confess we are 
inclined to attribute something also to a kind of superstitious fear 
in the players, who found themselves vis-a-vis with a black- 
bearded wooden Turk, and serenaded with a perpetual whirring 
from the wheels in his interior. 

The Automaton is now almost forgotten. Mr. Lewis (the 
more the pity) has ceased to play : we must let by-gones be by- 
gones, and hasten to a part of our subject where true chess- 
players will be more likely to find fault with the quality than 
with the quantity of our remarks. With regard, then, to the 
practice of chess, we would first observe that it has now obtained 
a most desirable uniformity. All over Europe (with the exception 
of one village)* it is played alike; so also in the New World, 
and in British India. In China there still prevails a clumsier 
form of the game ; but this is a matter of little concernment to 
any but the Celestials themselves. In the accessible regions of 
the world, as we have said, one general mode obtains. 1 o point 
out one or two technicalities — the Italian method of castling, 
which allowed the king and rof)k to exchange places, or occupy 
any intermediate squares, has now nearly disappeared. Taking 
‘ en passant,’ at an adverse pawn’s first move, is universally ad- 
mitted : so is the choosing what piece one will for a pawn pushed 
home, even to the extent, if needful, of half a dozen queens at 
once. An equally important improvement is the reckoning stale- 
mate as a drawn game. 

Another advantage has arisen from the multiplication of clubs, 
and consequent publication of accurate rules, viz., that the strict 
game is now played, instead of those courteous surrenders of ad- 
vantages offered by a heedless adversary, which used often to make 
winners of those who had received back two or three leading pieces 
in the course of the game. These were a source of endless un- 
pleasant discussions, besides being in themselves an absurdity. We 
confess we have no notion of rewarding an opponent for his over- 
sights. We would show him as little mercy as Mr. Smith O’Brien 
would to Lord Clarendon. Nay, we should be moved hereto by 
a consideration of his benefit as well as our own — for why should 
we teach him vacillation and heedlessness? But should you 
have an opponent not inured to fhis rigorous procedure, then, 
reader, let us commend to you a suggestion of Mr. Richard Penn, 
F.R.S.i whose 'hints’ are as judicious as they are quaint. 

* Some persons,’ he says, ‘ when they are playing with a stmngcr 
who entreats to be allowed to take back a move, let him do so the iirst 
time ; then, almost immediately after, put their own Queen en prise ; 

* Stroebeck holds certain privileges by a curious ^ess* tenure ; aud the game tliere 
played djifert from the ordinary one in many important particulate. 

and 
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and wlien the mistake is politely pointed out to them, they say that they 
never lake back a move, but that they are ready to begin another game/* 

Perhaps the most remarkable instance on record of a strict en- 
forcement of the tenor of chess-law occurred in the celebrated 
match, by correspondence, between the London and Edinburgh 
Clubs. At the 27th move of the second game the London Club 
threw a rook away. How they did so Mr. Lewis explains in the 
following words : — 

‘ The 26th, 27th, and 28th moves were sent on the same day to the 
Edinburgh Club ; this was done to save time. It so happened that the 
secretary, whose duty it was to write the letters, had an engagement 
which compelled him to leave the club two hours earlier than usual — 
the letter was therefore posted at three instead of five o’clock ; in the 
meantime one of the members discovered that the 2nd move (the 27th) 
had not been sufficiently examined. An application was immediately 
made at the post-office for the letter, which was refused ; in consequence 
a second letter W'as transmitted by the same post to the Edinburgh Club, 
retracting the 2nd and 3rd moves, and abiding only by the 1st. The 
Edinburgh Club, in answ'er, gave it as their decided opinion, that the 
London Club were bound by their letter, and that no move could be 
retracted ; they tJjerefore insisted on the moves being played ; the Lon- 
don Club conceded the point, though they differed in opinion.’ 

We cannot but think, under all the circumstances, the Edin- 
burgh Club were to blame. What rendered the mishap more 
vexatious to the Londoners was, that whereas they had won 
a game before, they now barely lost it, and thereby the match, 
which the winning of this game would have decided in their favour. 
There can be little doubt that the London Club (then com- 
prising Messrs. LewL% Fraser, and Cochrane) was the stronger 
of the two. On the part of Edinburgh, we believe the lion’s 
share of the work fell to the late Mr. Donaldson. Let not any 
beginner suppose the task of conducting such a contest a light 
one. True, there was no railway then, and only one letter was ex- 
changed per week, containing a single move in each of the games 
which were going on simultaneously. But that single move ! Let 
no man who has not nerves of wrought-iron, a brain of clockwork, 
and, above all, a glut of leisure, engage in a game by correspond- 
ence. Let us grant (what Wj^s not true twenty-five years since) 
that the books will now carrf you through the first ten moves 
without risk of serious error, or any greater labour than that re- 
quired to hunt out the results arrived at in the best analysis. Still 


* Some of the wood-cuta in Mr. Penn’s instructive and amusing little book are from 
sketches by his friend Sir F. Chantrey. In several of these both Sir Francis and 
Mr. Penn are felicitously hit off as anglers; but one of the best exhibits them at chess, 
the great* sculptor thus seeking consolation under gout, as witness his flannelled limb 
and footstool* 


after 


Chess. 


93 


after those moves a far more complicated series will come, which 
you must investigate for yourself. The difficulty of this task will 
vary, and is from lime to time suspended by forced moves, a» in 
cases of check, &c. Nevertheless, that difficulty will appear, on 
the lowest calculation, to be of a most formidable character. Seven 
cards may be played 5040 different ways. I’hink, then, reader, 
what it must be, to analyse all the most likely variations in the 
conduct of so many pieces, seven moves deep on each side !* The 
division of labour in a numerous committee of course lightens a 
burthen else too heavy for the broadest sfioulders. Two very 
clever amateurs, Mr. H. W., of the Isle of Wight, and Mr. N., of 
Nottingham, played a match by correspondence some years since. 
Both games were drawn, and both players seriously ill at the close 
of the match. The brain and nerves had both been overtasked, and 
neither party has ever since regained his full chess strength. With 
such an example before us, we frankly confess our dread of chess 
by correspondence. The game so played, however, may be studied 
with peculiar advantage by the aspirant after chess honours. There 
are no brilliant faults to mislead him, and he will arrive at solid 
and accurate conclusions as to sound modes of attack and defence. 
The match between Paris and Pesth is particularly instructive. 
To a Frenchman what an anti-climax in Paris and Pesth ! How- 
ever, the Hungarians, headed by the famous M. Szen, won both 
their games — in their conduct of which it is difficult for the most 
hypercritical to detect a flaw. The French players, it is true, 
suffered early in the match the loss of the veteran Des Cha- 
pel les ; but as they could only have retained his services on con- 
dition of playing an untenable counter-gambit, we must rather 
congratulate them on getting rid of so crotchety an ally. The 
Nestor of Parisian chess, indignant at seeing his pet move — the 
darling of his fancy — so rudely slighted, offered to play his own 
opening against all the rest of the committee, but prudently declined 
to stand by his challenge when accepted. This was not M. Des 
Chapelles’ first retreat under similar circumstances ; and unless do- 
cuments, as well as rumours, be much given to lying, the contagion 
of his example subsequently affected Ins ^ chess lieutenant,* M. St. 
Amant. But of this anon. 

We were speaking of modes oT chess-play, and ought not. 
to pass by one which has, at different times, drawn great atten- 
tion as a kind of in tellectuaL phenomenon — wo mean the play- 
ing blindfold, or without a board. This requires of course 

* No move would be considered sound in a great match which would not bear thU 
amount of scrutiny. Of course many variations, even of those wiiich looked (uro* 
misirig, are dismissed, after a move or (wo, as untenable. Else the task would be 
impossible. 
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great practice, and thorough acquaintance with the board ; and 
any chess-player, possessing these requisites, will be able to 
do it well enough to beat one who has only played in private 
society. But to do it thoroughly well — to play within a pawn 
or so of one’s usual strength, without seeing the pieces — de^ 
mands further a peculiar natural gift, without which the great 
mental effort made produces but a lame and impotent conclusion — 
the party blindfolded playing about a rook below his usual strength 
in a short game. That for most men the effort is a great one 
may be fairly inferred from its effect on La Bourdonnais, the most 
ingenious player of his clay, whom it is said to have killed. Of 
living players we believe Mons. Harrwitz to be the best at this 
mode of play. But no one has appeared since Philidor at all com- 
parable with that remarkable genius in this singular kind of con- 
test. All the feats of Jedediali Buxton, and similar prodigies of 
calculation, sink into nothing when compared with the trium})h 
achieved by Philidor in a triple contest at blindfold chess. PI is 
antagonists were three of the best players of his day — Count 
Briihl, Dr. Bowdler, and Mr. Maseres. With the first two he 
played even — to the third he gave the pawn and move. Great 
pains were taken by these gentlemen to puzzle liirn, by open- 
ing their games as nearly alike as possible, but in vain. He was 
never in the smallest degree embarrassed, and played out all three 
games with as much case and accuracy as if he had had the boards 
before him. The management of his pawns — a department in which 
he has never since been equalled — attracted especial admiration 
on this occasion. In one of the games they formed — together 
with those of his opponent, which they stopped — a complete che- 
vaux defrisc across the board, over which none of the hostile 
pieces could pass. This game was in consequence drawn ; the 
other two were won by Philidor, who showed not the smallest 
fatigue after an exertion so extraordinary. 

We have often heard the question started, what rank Philidor 
would hold among the players of our day, could he re-a])pear 
on the chequered field? The general reply is, that he would 
have no chance with many of the present masters of* the game, 
who start with a knowledge of the various openings obtained 
by the most profound arndysis. This conclusion is arrived at 
chiefly from the study of Philidor’s work on chess, confessedly 
a feeble performance when coii^ared, for instance, with the 
German Handbuch, or with Staunton’s English compendium. 
At the risk, however, of being deemed either old-fashioned or 
ignorant, we must plead guilty to a conclusion less flattering to 
modern professors. We believe, on the evidence of Philidor’s 
recorded games, that on the whole he has had no superior. He 
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certainly often lost time in getting his pieces into play, but he did so 
without seriously compromising his game, and when once fairly 
afloat hp showed a fertility of resource and accuracy of calculation 
which have rarely since been surpassed. And it is very conceiv- 
able, that had he been able to meet with an antagonist of powers 
equal to his own, he would have exhibited more curious and pro- 
found combinations than he ever found actually necessary. There 
is a legend, indeed^ that the Turkish ambassador was a match for 
him, or nearly so, over the board, but we must qualify this with 
Herodotus’s favourite reservation, as ^a statement which for our 
own parts w'e cannot trust.’ 

Since Philidor’s days the supremacy of the chess-board has 
never been undisputed. Many, and of course all Frenchmen, 
assigned it for a time to Des Cliapelles, but he was beaten by our 
own Lewis at the pawn and move, find never afterwards played 
with him even. La Bourdonnais repeatedly defeated McDonnell, 
but the latter was not the champion of English chess, and always 
received odds from Lewis. Mr. Staunton is probably the strongest 
player now living. We say probably, on account of the great 
number of German and Russian players with whom he has had 
no opportunity of measuring his strength — Szen, Jaenisch, Pe- 
troff, and other names of might. But it is certain that for years 
he has not met his match, and is in danger of becoming — like the 
pugnacious little Irish tailor before he married — ' blue-moulded for 
want of a bating.’ His success in his Parisian match with M. 
St. Amant is well known, as well as his subsequent victories over 
Messrs. Harrwilz and Horwitz. There are some singular circum- 
stances connected with the abortive attempt at a return-match 
with the first-named gentleman, which might introduce us to a new 
branch of our subject, the ' diplomacy of chess.’ But we shall 
give only a general outline of the facts, referring our readers (should 
their curiosity be unsatisfled) to Mr. Bryan, an American virtuoso, 
who has executed the task of historian ably and impartially.* 

Mr. Bryan gives the whole of the correspondence, which is of 
such a character that every French player with whom we have 
met considers his own countryman’s character for combativeness 
(quoad chess) irretrievably damaged by it. We will merely show 
how it arose. In November, 1843/ Mr. Staunton went over to 
Paris to play his first match, accompanied by his two seconds, 
Messrs. Harry Wilson and ^^rrell, both enthusiastic amateurs* 
The first winner of eleven gAxAes was to be declared the con- 
queror. Mr. Staunton had scored ten when his adversary had 
won but ttao, and under the same circumstances might have 

* * Hiftori^e de la LuttS entre FKditaur du Palam^«, Journal Franfai's, et 
I'Editeur du Cliesi-player'i Chronicle, Journal Anglaitt* Paris, ches C. Tretie. 
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been safely backed at any odds to secure one of the next two 
frames, and consequently the match. But»at this critical point 
his good genius, in the shape of Mr. Harry Wilson, unwillingfly 
abandoned him, (Mr. Worrell had already returned to England,) 
and he was exposed to the trying ordeal of playing day after day 
in the midst of eager adversaries, whom the spirit of national 
rivalry had rendered forgetful of the golden rule — a clear stage 
and no favour. Under these circumstances it is scarcely to be 
wondered at that he lost four games more ere he gained the one 
which decided the match. Still M. St. Ainant’s defeat was com- 
plete enough. It was made worse by the desperate pleas resorted 
to to account for it. St. Amant was (comparatively) out of 
practice. Staunton had been training for the match expressly. 
' Des centaines de seances, des milliers dc parties sont Ui pour 
Tattester.’ The pieces played were ‘ d*une forme lourde, enorme, 
disgracieuse,* and so on, through a multitude of details, false in 
fact and pitiful in taste. 'J'he conclusion of the letter in the 
^ Palamede,’ of which the above are samples, is too sublimely 
Frertch to be omitted : — 

‘ Eappelons alors a TAngletcrre que St. Amant no sc regarde pas 
eomnie hattu ; (!) qu’a son tour il se propose do demandor niie re- 
vanche; que St. Amant re^oit Pion et deux Traits de M. Des Chajielles. 
Rappelons-lui enfin, a cettc orgueilleuse Albion, que les clieux de 
rOlyiupe faisaient payer cher aux mortels la necessito d’abandoriner 
leurs celestes demeures !* 

The English of which is, that the editor of the Palamede is 
not beaten, or if he is, will call in Des Chapclles to beat 
the too successful Englishman. But, alas! M. Des Chapelles, 
fairly reposing on his laurels, and perhaps unwilling to match 
himself in his wane with an antagonist at the full, left St. Amant 
to be his own avenger. The latter, however, showed as much 
reluctance to take the ^revanche’ so often talked of, as Mr. 
Mitchell to encounter the law he professed to brave. After try- 
ing every means to escape a second struggle — garbling some of 
Mr. S.’s letters — suppressing others — shifting* his proposals as 
soon as accepted, and so forth, till for very shame he was forced 
to meet a man who would play with him at his own place, his 

• We must give a. specimen of M, St. AmanPs i)ower of shifting his ground, in 
connexion witli a point of great interest to chess-players. In his match with Mr. 
Staunton, the games were all ('lose ones ; that if to say, the royai opening — King's P. 2, 
King s P. 2r-wa8 never played : the defence was always on the Queen’s side of the 
board, the attack often so ; and all the brilliant gambits, &c., were excluded. 
Amateurs were loud against this ; and Mr. Staunton accordingly proposed (hat in their 
return match the rot^ai opening should be played by both. M. St. Amant's first reply 
was, * Vous semblez venir au Uevant de mes d^sirs. .j’en signe I’eugagement de 

deux mains.* Hut when a bona fide engagement seemed probable, he tenns the same 
proposition * inconcerable, et utie concession Enorme.* 
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own hours, and on his own terms. Fortune stood his friend. 
Mr. Staunton was attacked in Paris (whither he hatl gone ex- 
pressly to play) by a dangerous illness, and forced to return to 
England re infectd. M. St. Aiiiant has been in England since^ 
and has played wilh other antagonists, hut not with Mr. Staunton, 
though the latter has offered him carte hlanchc as to every arrange- 
ment for another match. M. St. Amant is a very discreet man ; 
and if, as is reported, he is now in office under the new regime, 
we trust that a recollection of his ‘ Chess-correspondence ’ will 
secure for him some high diplomatic trust. 

For those of our readers who feel a national pride in the ques- 
tion, we would mention that the Champion of American cliess, 
Mr. Stanley, is an Englishman. In fact, we have now, as a nation, 
no rivals in this noble game, except the Germans. We hope ere 
long to sec a spirited contest with some of their c^lebritcs. It 
may interest some of our readers to know that a match is at 
present playing at the London Club between two first-rate fo- 
reigners, Messieurs Harrwitz and Ilorwitz. 

So much for ‘ the st.atc and prospects’ of the chess world. ^ 

We have often heard the remark, that ^ chess would be all 
very well, were it not so very difficult to find persons to play 
with.’ Nor is this complaint wholly groundless as regards peo])le 
residing in the country — not the ‘ rus suburbanum,’ but the 
veritable country, with its 'pomp of groves and garniture of 
fields' — nothing within thifty miles larger than a quiet market- 
towm. In such a locality the squire or parson may think him- 
self fortunate if he gets a gjiine in a month wilh a passing 
stranger, or can train up some one of his own family circle to 
make a respectable fight. We knew an old gentleman, many 
years a widower, who w’as a real enthusiast for chess, though 
but a third-rate player. Being hospitably given, he was seldom 
long without an antagonist ; but when the daughters, who had 
done the honours of his table, were married and settled far off, 
and he found the effort of entertaining friends daily greater, he 
looked out for a sensible woman who could play at chess, and 
having satisfied himself that she would be a good match for him, 
took her ‘ for better for worse.’ Our own impression is, that she 
was a little the better ; but if so, Grisclda might have taken a 
lesson from her, for she managed to be always a game or two 
behind. For ourselves, we believe we are capable of much self- 
devotion, much self-Stocrificc. We would ride for our friend-— 
dine for our friend — canvass, puff, speechify, and huzzah ! for. 
our friend ; but to lose a game of chess to him deliberately — to 
endure with a decent face iiis effort? to console and * patronize* 
us as beaten ! — we cannot extend so far — nor can we advise our 
VOL. LXXXV. NO. CLXIX. II chcss* 
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chess-playing country friends to choose a wife on the grounds above 
set forth. They must be patient and hopeful, and they will enjoy 
an occasional bout keenly in proportion to its rarity. But in 
large towns no chess-pla} er, whether resident or a casual visitor, 
need be at a loss : he has but to find out when the club meets 
and who are its members, and the free-masonry of chess will do 
the rest. In London, it is true, the clubs arc not quite so acces- 
sible; but Ries’s Divan leaves the amateur nothing to desire. 
For ourselves, though unworthy members of a metropolitan as 
well as of a provincial club, wc confess a great regard for Mr. 
Ries’s saloon, as now*improved and embellished. In these days, 
when even the ^ centesimal and millesimal mode of exaggeration ’ 
leaves Mr. Cobden under disagreeable impressions as to present 
and prospective scarcity of. cash, wc shall be pardoned for saying a 
word on the point of economy. We know not in what manner a 
shilling can be more productively invested. A good cup of coffi^c — 
a good cigar (for those who have not been nauseated with smoke in 
Germany) — access to a really handsome and spacious room well 
furnished — the use of an ample supply of periodicals, British and 
foreign, with novels galore for those who cannot long keep up 
the mental effort of chess — are of themselves not bad things ; 
but to a thorough-going devotee the chief attraction is in the 
good play to be seen, and the strong players to be encountered. 
Poor Daniels, indeed, has been some years gone — the most 
agreeable of antagonists — who never kept you waiting, his bril- 
liant play seeming to come by intuition. But Mr. Ltiwe, 
Mr. Tuckett, Mr. E. Williams of Bristol, and others of nearly 
the same calibre, may genenally be seen there ; and occasion- 
ally Mr. Staunton, and another amateur, in our opinion only 
inferior to him among English chess-players, Mr. Buckle : 
foreigners of note, too, constantly make it their resort. In fact, 
any one desirous of being handsomely beaten may be gratified 
at the said Divan daily, between the hours of 2 and 11 P.M. 
Young (and occasionally elderly) gentlemen from the country 
are sceptical on this head: they have outshone all the ^little 
stars ’ in some retired neighbourhood, and when a piece is offered 
them by a master of the game at Ries’s, they reject it loftily — 
only not indignantly, because their antagonist, poor man, has had 
no opportunity of knowing their strength. ' Alas ! regardless of 
their doom, the little victims play/ In an hour or so they are 
brought to a sense of their situation. Gam8 after game has been 
rapidly scored against them. They have accused the light (which, 
is excellent) — the pieces (which are large and * kenspeckle ’ in 
the extreme) — their oversi^ts, which they have had no time to 
make, being destroyed almost instantly by slashing gambits. They 
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would deem themselves bewitched* were it not for the Sadduceism 
of tlie nineteenth centur}’. But at length the unwelcome truth 
flashes on them — they are playing with an opponent who can give 
them the rook — possibly the queen ! This discovery, however 
unwelcome, is a new era in their chess-existence : as Mr. Penn 
observ es, ' You will never improve by playing only with players 
of your own strength. In order to play well, you must toil 
through the humiliating task of being beaten by those who can 
give you odds. These odds, when you have fairly mastered 
them, may be gradually diminished as your strength increases.’ 
I’hus the defeated squire is at last on the road to improvement : 
he has gotten rid of a delusion. And fiere we may observe, 
that there are sundry delusions prevalent concerning chess, which 
arc only to be dispelled by playingMn the clubs. We will 
notice a few of these, owning our obligations once more ^o 
Mr. Penn, and to an ingenious writer in the ' Chronicle,’ Cap- 
tain Kennedy ; they will be found principally to belong to the 
class of errors learnedly called ‘idola specus/ derived from view- 
ing objects from a confined position and in a false light. We 
pray the indulgence of our readers, should we perchance demolish 
any cherished idol of their own. 

Delusion the first. — ^’liat to take odds destroys the interest of 
the game, and that to offer them to a person with whom you have 
j)layed but a game or two, is a great act of presumption. 
Whereas, in fact, in the great majority of cases, without odds 
given the game is a certainty, and therefore lacks interest; and a 
good player can sec in a few minutes what is the relative strength 
of his antagonist. 

II. — That Mr. Heavyside, or any other hard-headed man, 
can, by intense exertion of mind, if his game be once fairly 
opened, make head against a first-class player with a decent 
chance of success. This delusion is probably fostered by the 
care which a man, who has a chess-reputation to lose, will 
always exert at first in playing with a stranger. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Heavyside’s cake is dough. There is a gulf between a 
half-trained country amateur and the leading member of a good 
club, which no inspiration of genius or effort of calculation will 
overleap. 

^ ** Some centuriei ago, this was no uupommon belief for a beaten player. It ia 
recorded of one of the old Italian masterf (Leonardo ^ il Puttino/ wc believe), that on 
one occasion he was beaten heartily by a Moorish stranger. He returned home discon- 
solate; he had lost his money, and, what was then deemed yet more precious, his 
renown ; yet, on reflection, he could not but think his opponent's play had been but 
second rate. The inference was obvious; he had been spell-bound; bit the remedy 
was easy to so flevout a Catholic. He re-entered the lists next day with a relic of 
peculiar sanctity — a thumb of St, Anthony, we think' — in* his pocket. Leonardo, thus 
armed, retrieved his laurels of course — and the Mussulman abandoned the field with 
the pithy remark, Thint is stronger than mint. 
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III. — That in the progress of a game at chess, it is sacrilege 
for a by-stander to speak a word. On the contrary, any one who 
plays among players must expect to hear many remarks made. 
This is trying at first, but occasionally gives a useful lesson, 
and is rarely attended with serious inconvenience. Bad players 
either are prudently silent or speak quite beside the mark ; while 
good ones take care to make no comment which can affect the 
progress of the game. 

IV. — That a game at chess may be of indefinite length — may 
outlast the Trojan war, or be transmitted (as we have read in 
sundry veracious magazines) from father to son. This is all 
‘ bosh good games are mostly decided in fifty moves on each 
side, and, except in the case of a set match, where reputation is 
at stake, nineteen out of twenty are concluded wiihin an hour. 
There are some awfully slow play ers, but they usually play so 
badly that they arc beaten pretty soon, in spite of their delays. 

V. — That it is illiberal to play the strict game.* To thi^ 
we can only reply, that other methods are but a miserable imi- 
tation. People talk of the hardship of ‘ losing a game by an 
oversight,’ and so on. It is much harder to arrive at nothing 
but ‘conclusions inconclusive,’ and to have the game terminate 
in an Irish discussion which of the two parties made the greatest 
blunders! To put the question on its right footing, a quick 
sight of the board and close attention duiing play are importaijt 
merits at chess. A ])layer must fail in hot/i eve he can make a 
gross oversight: let him be punished accordingly, or he will 
never learn to do better. 

These are some of the popular idols — there are many more 
which want of space compels us to leave unbroken. But is the 
game itself an idol — useless, and valueless? ()r is it worth the 
attention of the reflective and the time of the prudent man ? 
These are grave questions ; we can but help our readers towards 
forming a conclusion, which will be — perhaps ought to be — dif- 
ferent in different minds, but generally, wc think, favourable to 
this fascinating game. 

The weight of authority is strongly in favour of the practice of 
chess. We have honestly quoted two great names against it: we 
can remember but one more of any consequence. 

‘ Who then, that has a mind well strung and tuned 
To contemplation, and within his reach 
A scene so friendly to his favourite task, 

Would waste attention at the chequered board, 

His host of wooden warriors to and fro 
Marching and countermarching, with an eye 
As fixed as marble, with a forehead ridged 
And furrowed into storms, and with a hand 
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Treiinbling*, as if eternity were linn*^ 

In balance on his conduct of a pin.’ 

The lines are not bad, but we doubt Cowper’s competence to judge 
of the question. His mind, exquisitely amiable, was never 
healthy; his recreations were generally those of a hypochondriac 
or a humourist ; and we really believe that he might have been 
loss subject to morbid imaginings — more fitted to turn his intel- 
lectual powers to practical account — had he given to the close 
and methodical calculations of chess some of those hours which he 
passed in gazing dreamily on the drawing-room fire. On the 
other hand, we might multiply the names of eminent men — some 
already alluded to — with whom chess has been a favourite re- 
creation. Among those who have written in praise of the game, 
PVanklin first occurs to us ; his ' Af orals of Chess * are well known. 
If he be deemed too utilitarian (though, by the way, \be objections 
to chess .arc more frequently of that school), vve would refer to 
a waiter of the present day, whose powers of imagination have 
been brilliantly exemplified Norn and Then — but who is not less 
distinguished for sound sense and practical sagacity.* Mr. Samuel 
Warren, in his ' Introduction to the Study of the Law ’ — a work 
for which we anticipate a jicrmanent popularity — is not daunted 
by the Baconian obiter dictum^ but strongly recommends chess as 
a most desirable recreation for those who are training for legal 
honours. He regards it — and we believe most truly — as in- 
volving much wholesome mental discipline: temper, vigilance, 
rapid and long-sighted combinations, all being in requisition. 
Indeed, it is diflicult to conceive a game more commendable on 
.these grounds. Asa school for the temper we hold it in especial 
esteem; young players are constantly seen quarrelsome over the 
board, or angry — perhaps sulky — after defeat. Not so w'ilh 
veterans. We have taken part in a meeting where more than 
seventy skilful .amateurs have been variously paired in conflict, 
all the live-long day, without a hasty expression being heard 
or a cross look seen. Surely these h.ad learned some self- 
command during their noviciate. Nor is defeat the only trial of 
temper to which a true chess-player learns to rise superior — 

‘ ’t were pity of his life else ! * He may be matched with a slow 
player — with a hesitating player — with a garrulous player — worst 
of all, he may have at his elbow, or full in his sight, one of those 

*** It seems almost sactilegc to write of chess witliouf. alliidiug to Vida's beautiful 
pnetn; but tlie truth is, that its merits are of a kind totally foreign to any practical 
view of the subject. It does not teach the game, nor show its moral or social advan- 
tages, nor the mode in which it may be best enjoyed. Ihit it is a treasure to the 
classical scholar, os showing how objects, unknown in classical times, may yet be 
justly, elegantly, and poetic^ly described in a dead language, 
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pitiless and ill-omened bores whom the French term comctes — 
a person in whose presence he feels it impossible to win. The 
class are thus described by Mons. Mery, in an amusing paper on 
whist, in the first volume of the Palainede : — 

‘ Les Cometes du jeu sont tenaces, et elles s’eternisent sur un fauteuil. 
Sous pretexte qu’ils^sn’ont pas de prejuges, ces astres aleatoires ne se 
font aucun scrupule d’aceoniplir une serie de catastrophes, sans ac- 
corder aux ruincs une iiidemnite legitime. Les Cometes n’ont point 
d’entrailles, point de remords ; elles se levent a six heures pour diner, 
et retournent a huit pour acliever une victiiiie dans Pexerciee voluptueux 
de leur tranquillc digestion ! ’ 

Yet not even one of these terrible portents, though armed with 
snuff-box and eye-glass — not the vultus instantis rometcr — must 
ruffle the ‘ tenacem propositi virum.’ The selt-command acquired 
under the necessity of resisting these petty trials is one most 
valuable result of chess.. The intellectual drilling has also its 
value, partaking as it does both of the accuracy and of the 
ingenuity of mathematical study. 'Lhis value, however, will he 
different to different minds, and we can conceive that there are 
those for whom some purely imaginative recreation might ho 
more jirofitablc. Still, while games of skill are encouraged, ch(*ss 
must take the lead among them. 

Of its superiority there can be no more satisfactory proof than 
the readiness with which it is played for no stake but honour. 
The shilling or sixpence, which is the regular stake at many 
clubs, is no contradiction to this rule. It is not staked in order 
to give an interest in the game, but to compel players to equalize 
.the contest by giving and receiving proper odds ; and it may be 
omitted with advantage when the parties are well matched and 
often in the habit of meeting. We are not writing a panegyric 
on chess, though wc confess a sincere wish to see it yet more 
generally practised. We conceive it likely to be highly useful 
in supplanting coarser and less instructive amusements, especially 
among the working classes; yet we know, that, like other good 
things, it is open to abuse, and we would therefore conclude this 
our offering to ' Caissa,’ by a few ' Cautions to Chess-players,’ if 
not all original, yet all confirmed by our own experience ; — 

1. Chess not until the business of the day is fairly done, and 
you feel that you have earned your amusement. 

2. Chess not in mixed society, when it is likely that your 
‘antagonist and yourself will be missed from the circle by either 
hostess or company. 

3. Chess not with persons much older than yourself, when 
you feel sure that you can beat them^ but not sure that they will 
relish it. 
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4. Chess not with your wife unless you can give her odds, and 
then take care rather to over-match yourself. 

5. Play not into the ‘ small hours,’ lest the duties of the next 
day should suffer from scanty rest or late rising. 

6. Do not commend your adversary’s play when yhu have won, 
or abuse your own when you have lost. You are assuming in the 
first case, and detracting in the second. 

7. Strive to have no choicq as to board, pieces, &c., but, if you 
have any, never mention it after a defeat. 

8. Mr. Penn recommends you ^not to be alarmed if your 
adversary, after two or three lost games, should complain of a 
bad headache.’ We add — beware attempting to alarm him by 
the like complaint in like case. 

Lastly. Idolize not chess. To hear some people talk, one 
might think there was 'nothing else remarkable beneath the 
visiting moon.’ Chess is not a standard for measuring the abi- 
lities of your acquaintance — nor an epitome of all the sciences — 
nor a panacea for all human ills — nor a subject for daily toil and 
nightly meditation. It is simply a recreation, and only to be used 
and regarded as such. The less selfish jou are in its pursuit — 
the (^leaser head — the more patience — the better temper you 
bring to the practice of it. the better will you illustrate the merits 
of chess as the most intellectual of games, and establish your 
own character as a philosopher even in sport. 


Akt. IV, — 1. The Baronial and Ecclesiastical Antiquities of 
Scotland,^ illustrated, hy Robert William Billings ancl William 
Burn. Parts I.— XXVII. Edinburgh. 1847-9. 

2. Descriptive Notices of some of the Ancient Parochial and CoU 
Icgiatc Churches of Scotland, By T. S. M. London and 
Oxford. 1848. 

3. Ecclesiological Notes on the Isle of Maiiy BosSy Sutherland, ami 
the Orknegs ; or, a Summer Pilgrimage to S, Alaughold and 
S* Magnus. By a Member of the Ecclesiological Society. 
London. 1848. 

4. On the Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Argyllshire, By John 
Saul Howson, M.A., Trin. Coll., Cam. Published in the 
Transactions of the Cambridge Camden Society. Parts II. 
and III. Cambridge. 1842-5. 

W HEN the loss of n horseshoe brought the ‘ Queensferry 
Diligence ’ to a stand, almost at its journey's end, the Laird 
of Monkbarns congratulated himself and his young fellow-tra- 
veller on the opportunity thus offered of examining ‘ a very curious 

and 
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nnd perfect specimen of a Piets’ camp or round-about,’ An 
archaeologist of another nation would have remembered rather 
that he was in the neighbourhood of a fine Romanesque church 
— it would have been called Saxon in those days, and Norman 
five years ag<5 — and would have found more attraction in the sculp- 
tured doorway and semicircular apse of Dalmeny, than in the mis- 
shapen ditches of an aboriginal hill- fort. But Sir Walter drew 
from the life. At the very time when his pen was tracing the 
characteristics of * The Antiquary,’ the most ponderous of Scotch 
antiquaries was travailing in the birih of overgrown quartos, in 
which the remains of the Mediaeval architecture of the north 
were held up «as things beneatji the regard of intelligent men. 
^Ancient castles, religious houses, places of worship’ — so Mr. 
George Chalmers declared — ' those modern antiquities, which are 
all subsequent to the twelfth century, supply to well-informed 
minds scarcely any amusement, and still less instruction.’ 

It would be unfair to charge* this heresy, in its full enormity, 
on the general assembly of Scottish archajologisls. But it is not 
to be denied that some such doctrine was long prevalent among 
them, and its influence seems still manifest in the bent which 
their studies have taken beyond the T weed. While othcrtbranchcs 
have been cultivated Vi th success, not only have architectural an- 
tiquities been neglected, but what little has been done for them 
has been accomplished chiefly by strangers; The works named 
at the head of our paper are all of any note that have of lalo 
years appeared on this subject ; and it will be observed that, with 
a single exception, they are published in England ; vyliilc of that 
exception — certainly a very signal one — we have to add, that, 
though the book owes much to the enterprise of its Scottish 
publishers, the principal (if not sole) author is an Englishman, 
in whom the cathedrals of Durham and Carlisle trained those 
faculties w^hich are now devoted to the illustration of Kirkwall 
and Holyrood. Thus it is in our day; and even so it has been 
from the beginning. 

During the Great Rebellion, James Gordon, jiarson of Ro- 
ihiemay, made a few drawings of Scottish buildings, whicli 
were transferred to copper in Holland, nnd have recently been 
engraved again by the Bannatync and Spaldffig Clubs. ♦These 
plates must be spoken of with gratitude; but it was not until 
after the lapse of nearly half a century that an attempt was made 
to bring together, in one volume, a set of views of the memorable 
places of the north. Tlie author of the undertaking was a 
German adventurer, John Abraham Schlezet*, whom some chance 


* Caledonia, vol. iii. p. 573, Cf. vol. ii. pp. 91, 406, 560, S41, 071. 
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of travel landed in Scotland a few years after the Restoration^ 
His ' Theatrum Scotiae ’ appeared in 1693, but in an imperfect 
state, containing no more than 57 views. The impression was 
limited to 157 copies, of which, at the end of three years, more 
than half were unsold. We dare not say that this fate was tPhde- 
served. The work — though now possessing a certain interest for 
its representations of objects that have j>erished or are mar- 
vellously changed — is ill executed in every way. The German 
seems to have Seen conscious of this, and, in proposals for an- 
other edition, he pledged himself to ^ turn out seven or eight 
plates, the prospects of little mean things, or else not well done 
at all,’ and to give ab^ut a hundred new engravings. The Scot- 
tish Parliament encouraged him by a small grant, but his design 
never reached further than the execution of twelve plates, and 
these appeared in such guise that it is matter of dispute what the 
places are which some of them profess to figure. The fate of 
Schlezer and his book served to deter any one from venturing 
upon the same field for nearly a hundred years. It was in 1769 
that Pennant made the first of those tours which awakened public 
interest in the scenery and antiquities of Scotland. The first 
volume of his work — which, antiquated as it^is, will remain, per- 
haps, in more than one point of view, the most respectable book 
of Scottish travel, until Mr. Murray shall persuade some com- 
petent person to undertake a scholarly ‘Hand-Book for Scotland’ 
— appeared at Chester in 1772, the same year in which the author 
set out on his second lour, the account of which was published in 
177‘1. The effect of these works w'as signal. We are tempted 
to believe that it watf Pennant’s First Tour which incited Johnson 
to fulfil his long-cherished intention of a voyage among the 
West Isles. It is certain that it was immediately after the publi- 
cation of the book that the Doctor made up his mind to the 
e.xpedition ; and that he proclaimed himself, on all occasions, a 
devout admirer of the Welshman: — ‘ lie's a Whig, sir; a sad 
dog ; but he’s the best traveller I ever read ; he observes more 
things than any one else does.’ Wc may note, as perhaps 
another fruit of Pennant’s volume, that the year following its 
publication saw the first of those ‘ Etchings, chiefly of Views 
in Scotland,’ by winch the ingenious John Clerk of Eldin — for 
whom is claimed the invention of ‘ breaking the line’ in sea 
warfare — amused his leisure, and which, even in an imperfect 
collection', is now among the rarest of Bannatyne books. It was 
confessedly the example of Pennant which produced in 1780 
the ‘ Antiquities and Scenery of the North of Scotland,’ by 
Charles Cordiner, a priest in English orders. This work was 
followed, at the distance of fifteen years, by another of greater 
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scope, the ^ Remarkable Rains and Romantic Prospects of North 
llritain,’ published by Cordiner in conjunction with his engraver, 
Peter Mazell. In the interval, Adam de Cardonnel had given to 
the world his etchings of * Picturesque Antiquities of Scotland ’ 
(1788-1793). It is to be lamented that this work was executed 
on a smaller scale than was at first intended: its diminutive size 
renders almost worthless what might otherwise have been a ser- 
viceable book. Contemporaneous with Cardonnel’s etchings was 
the well-known Captain Grose’s ^ Antiquities of Scotland’ (1789- 
91) ; and for this — which, with all its grievous faults, was still the 
best work on the subject — the commonwealth of letters had to 
thank an Englishman. • 

We pass at a step over the multitude of publications which 
thenceforth — more especially after Scott had begun to rekindle 
the decaying embers of nationality, ^ colourishing old stamps 
which stood pale in the soul before ’ — showed that the callous 
north was at length shamed into some kind of interest in the 
architectural monuments of its elder time.* We make no account 
of the common herd of ‘Views’ and 'Scenes,* ‘Beauties’ and 
‘ Pictures,* Even of works which took higher flight we content 
ourselves with iner^' naming one or two, such as the ‘ Views 
in Orkney and on the North-eastern Coast of Scotland’ (1807), 
a set of spirited etchings by the late Duchess-Countess of 
Sutherland, circulated only among friends; the ‘ Border Anti- 
quities of England and Scotland’ (1814), to which Scott contri- 
buted an admirable introduction; the ‘Provincial Antiquities 
and Picturesque Scenery ol Scotland ’ (1825-6), which he enriched 
by a series of delightful essays that may be held up as models 
of what might be done for Scottish topography, with the greatly 
enlarged sources now open to the antiquary ; and the picturesque 
etchings which Scott’s early friend, Mr, Skene of Rubisliiw, has 
published at divers times from the huge store of drawings wliich 
fill his portfolios. 

But no one of these books, nor all of them taken together, 
can supply the materials necessary for even a superficial study of 

♦ If tmy one should surmise that we j.ross foo hard on our friends heyoiunhe 
norcler let him read an indignant note in ‘Ancient ami Modern Art, Historical and 
Critical, hy George Clegliorii, Ksq.,’ vol. i. p. I.J8. Kdin. 1848. The incumbent of 
the parij»h, writing m IbJG, thus accounts for the recent mutilation of the tombs of 
^ under the very shadow of their ancestral towers, in their own church 
o b . ride in Douglasilale : — ‘During the many years when Douglas Castle was 
ueaeited as a residence, the aisle was left open and unprotected; and the boys of the 
place, with the deitructive propensity characteristic of the '$cots, made it a favourite 
^usemeiit to airn stones at the chisel-work ' (New Statist. Acc. ; Lanarkshire, p. 491 ). 
This is a melancholy commentary on the proud lines 

‘ Hosts have been known at that dread name to yield, 

And Douglas dead, ins name has won the field,’ 
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Scottish architecture. The range of the best is but limited ; 
and their purpose, with scarcely an exception, is rather showy 
and general representation than that faithful and minute illus- 
tration which is indispensable for real or scientific use. The 
' Baronial and Ecclesiastical Antiquities’ of Mr. Billings is* the 
first work which, either in point of extent or of style, has any 
claim to be regarded as a collection worthy of the remains yet 
spared to Scotland. It undertakes to give at least one view of 
every ancient edifice worthy of notice, while the more remarkable 
are to he presented in the detail of two or more engravings. 
So far as the publication has proceeded — and it has now been 
in progress for more than two 3 ears — it is worthy of all praise. 
I^he plates are large enough to admit of the distinct delineation 
of minute peculiarities. Mr. Billings is a masterly draftsman, 
well skilled in the history and characteristics of architectural 
style, bearing an excellent eye for perspective, and uniting scrupu- 
lous fidelity to good taste and a knowledge of effect. His en- 
gravers do him justice; and altogethei' nothing can be more 
satisfactory than his representations. 

• IJad this work been completed, w^e should have had less diffi- 
dence in attempting to trace an outline of the annals of eccle- 
siastical architecture in Scotland. If our sketch be meagre or 
inaccurate, let it be remembered that the materials are scanty and 
indigested. Only one Scottish county has had its ccclesiology in 
any way explored as a whole. Though eight summers have flown 
since Mr. llowson read his papers ‘ On the Ecclesiastical Anti- 
quities of Argyll ’ to the Cambridge Camden Society, not only 
has his example failed to find a follower, but, on a late visit, 
Ave lound some of the best antiquaries of Edinburgh ignorant of 
the e.xistence of these essays. We are encouraged to hope that 
this re])roach may have since been reinoveil — partly because, 
during a more recent walk in the Parliament House, our ears 
caught some such sounds as ' curious brass,’ " large matrix,’ ' fine 
rubbings’ — partly because the painstaking author of the ‘De- 
scriptive Notices of some of the Ancient Parochial and Collegiate 
Churches of Scotland ’ dates from the Scottish capital. His work 
is very acceptable, as giving a multitude of facts, the fruit of 
laborious personal inquiry : it would have been still more valu- 
able had his descriptions occasionally risen beyond bare inven- 
tories — as w^c hiive heard them called — and had he known to 
avail himself of what has been printed by the Scottish Clubs for 
the clucidjation of their church antiquities.* The latter portion 

of 

• We might extend thig remark. The Scottiih Chartularies, of whicii, under the 
editorial care of Mr, Cosmo Innes, about twenty volumes have now been printed, 
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of this censure applies, in some measure, to the ' Ecclesiolo^ical 
Notes on Ross, Sutherland, and the Orkneys,’ though that author 
is a livelier and better informed writer. We do not think that he 
would have given us a chapter on Coldingham without one allu- 
sion to what Bede has written, or Rainc has published, on the 
history of that ancient monastery. Yet even he writes about 
Kirkwall and her Earl Saint without apparently having seen 
either the ^ Orkneyinga Saga’ or thc.‘ Saga Magnus Eyia-Earls 
Ens Helga’ — works which we eailnot name without recording 
our earnest hope that every encouragement will be given in this 
country to the new editions promised by the antiquaries of Copen- 
hagen in their collection of the Scandinavian sources of the early 
history of the British Isles. The prospectus of the ‘ Antiquitates 
Britannicae et Hibernicae’ — as published in the ' Guide to North- 
ern Archaeology,’ edited and partly translated by the Earl of 
Ellesmere — is full of promise, not only for the Scottish annals, 
but for English church history. 

VVe stumble, in defect of light, even on the threshold of our 
task. On the site of that conflict between Agricola and Galgacus 
wliich Monkbarns sought to fix on his Kaim of Kinprunes,* 
volumes have been written ; but, although the Scots pride them- 
selves on the purity of their early faith, no attempt has been made 
by them to discover the fate of the first Christian church built in 
their land. Bede relates that the first tribes of North Britain 
who turned from their idols to worship the true God, owed their 
conversion to the British bishop, Nynias or Ninian. He had 
studied at Rome, and on that headland of Galloway where he 
chose the chief seat of his mission ‘ he built a church of stone, in 
a way unusual among the Britons.’ It was dedicated by him to 
St. Martin of Tours, from whom he obtained masons to shape its 
walls after the Roman fashion. In this ^ White House,’ as it was 
named, the body of St. Ninian had its rest, with the bodies of 
many other saipts ; and for ages the place^conlinued to be famous, 
not only in North Britain, but throughout the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms, and among the races of Ireland. Even from Gaul 
were letters sent to ‘ the brethren of St. Ninian at Whithern,’ 
written by the most accomplished scholar of the age — Alcuin, the 

cuiituiii mines of information, the wealth and worth of which is far from being sufli- 
cieutly ajipreciated. If Mr. Hallam, for instance, had read Mr. Innes* graceful jtrefuce 
to the ‘ J.iber S. Marie de Calchou ' (p. xxxvi.), he would have been able — in his 
instructive and candid ‘Supplemental Notes to the View of Europe in the Middle 
itgcf * — to strengthen his argument for the identity of condition between the * villein 
regardant/ and the * villein in gross * (pp. 383-386), by the testimony of a profonnil 
legal antiquary, that in Scotland, *iii the old laws regaiding them, and the numerous 
conveyances of neyfs or serfs, preserved in the cbartularies of an early date, we can 
trace no admission or claim of right raising any class of them above the rank of 
absolute serfs or villeins in gross.* 

divine 




109 


Scottish Abbeys and Cathedrals. 

divine and the philosopher, the historian and the poet — ‘ the con- 
fidant of Charlemagne,’ to use the words of M. Guizot, ‘his 
councillor and intellectual prime minister.’ In more modern 
times, the ancient shrine was renowned as a pilgrimage, whither 
kings and princes, churchmen and warriors, with people from 
many realms, came by sea and land to inak^ their devotions. 
The reader will ask, ^ Do any remains of this famous church of 
the fourth century exist ?’ Alas ! this is a question which the 
Scottish antiquaries have never thought worthy of consideration. 
They have forgotten Whithern as utterly as if it had been the 
commonest spot of earth in their country; and it is to a contem- 
porary English writer — not in the most orthodox odour — that we 
owe the information that a roofless and ruined chancel, built about 
the end of the twelfth century, occupies ‘ the site of much more 
ancient buildings, which had been the crypt, as it would seem, of 
an extensive church; for there arc large vaults of old and rude 
masonry around, which rise higher than the level of the chancel 
floor. These,’ he continues, ^ must have been part of the original 
church of St. Ninian, of the fourth century, or built by the 
Saxons in the eighth century; and it would be interesting to 
ascertain whether they are not really part of a church, the building 
and date of which are so marked in the ecclesiastical history of 
Scotland.’ * We are not sanguine as to the inquiry, but it ought 
to be made; and we shall look to Mr. Billings for drawings of 
eveiy vestige of a hallowed edifice which can be supposed coeval 
with the foundation of the oldest bishopric north of the Humber. 

The white-walled cathedral, which from that bold promontory 
of Galloway looked upon the shores of Cumtierland and the 
distant peaks of Man, was not the only church in Scotland con- 
structed on an Italian model. We may read in Bede how, about 
the year 710, Naiton or Nectan, King of the North Piets, sent 
ambassadoi's to Ceolfrid, abbot of the venerable historian’s o\vn 
monastery of Jarrow, praying ‘ for architects to build a stone 
church in Pictland, after the Roman manner.’ The ro}al request 
met prompt compliance; but it wouUl be vain to search for traces 
of this structure — as vain as to look for the churches which the 
Italian Boniface and his companions arc said to have built at 
invergowrie, Tealing, and Restennet in Angus, at Rosemarky in 
Ross, and elsewhere in the northern provinces of King Nectan’s 
dominions. Towards the middle of llie fifth century, St. Palladius, 
who was sent from Rome to the Christian Scots, visited North 
Britain, and died at Fordun, in ^ Mag Girgin,* or the Mearns. 
But Ireland, as it was the chief object of his mission, so it had his 

* Lives of the English Saints,' no. xiii., St. Ninian, p. 147. The chancel is de- 
scribed as *A well-proportioned and beautiful specimen of the Early Engl isli 
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'Teach-na Roman,’ or Roman house, while Scotland received his 
relics and his spiritual succession. There were others who came 
from distant lands to labour in the conversion of the Scottish 
tribes ; either impelled by that chivalrous spirit of devotion of 
which the Dark Ages show many noble examples, or carried to 
the shores of AHbany by tempests or contrary winds, like Arculf, 
that bishop of Gaul, who, returning from Palestine in the latter 
years of the seventh century, was driven among the West Isles, 
to instruct the monks of Iona, and through them great part of the 
Christian world, in the memorable places of Jerusalem, and 
the architecture of the church of the Holy Sepulchre. In the 
beginning of the ninth century, St. Regulus, or Rule, and his 
companions, brought from Byzantium or from the coasts of 
Achaia what were believed to be relics of the Apostle St. An- 
drew. Where the Greek missionaries touched Scottish ground, at 
Mucros or Kilrimont in Fife, the ecclesiastical capital of Scot- 
land afterwards arose; but they built their first church beyond 
‘ the Mounth’ — apparently at Kindroghet in the Brae of Mar, 
where they first met the Pictish King, and unveiled the treasures 
of their shrine, while he and all his host bowed themselves to the 
earth before it. A second church was raised at ‘ Monic hi,’ in 
Angus; a third at Forteviot, in Stratherne; while Kilrimont, in 
Fife, was hallowed — like the Irish Glendalough — by its seven 
churches, built on the wide territory which King Hungus gave 
to God and St. Andrew' by the symbol of a turf offered up on 
the altar. In Usshers time the name of ^the Greek Church,’ 
given to a buildpig on the banks of the Boyne in Ireland, was 
believed to mark the site of an early mission from the Eastern 
Church; but the soil of Scotland can boast of no such visible 
memorial coeval with St. Rule. It is equally barren in tokens of 
the enterprise of St. Adrian and his companions, whom Hungarj^ 
— in the young ardour of the faith it had so recently embraced — 
sent forth to find martyrs’ graves on the Scottish shore. 

It were vain to ask for remains of edifices reared by native 
hands among either of the Celtic nations who inhabited North 
Britain of old. We have Bede’s testimony that the Britons 
— who in his day, and much nearer to our own, possessed all 
the country to the south of Clyde and Forth, except the narrow 
margin of Lothian and the Merse on the one coast, and the 
projecting angle of Galloway on the other — were accustomed 
to build their churches of timber. In the sixth century,' When 
St. Kentigern — the founder of the see of Glasgow, the founder 
also of the see of St. Asaph in Wales — laid the foundations of 
the latter, the history bears that it was a wooden church, after 
the manner of the Britons, ' quum de lapide nondum construere 
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poterant, nec usum habebant.’ There is still more abundant 
testimony that such Avas the use also of the northern Scots both 
of Ireland and of Albany. When Bede describes the building 
of the cathedral of Lindisfariie by St. Finan, in the year G52, he 
tells us that ^ it was constructed not of stone, but of oaken 
planks, thatched with reeds, after the Scottish manner.’ This 
^ inos Scottorum ’ was carried by their iryssionaries even beyond 
the Alps; and in his wooden oratory at Bobbio, among the wild 
hills near the source of -the Trebbia, St. Columbanus, earlj in 
the seventh century, reproduced in classic Italy the rude type of 
Irish Banchor and Scottish Iona. St. Bernard .relates that, so 
late as the twelfth century, St. Malachy built a wooden shrine 
ill Ulster, 'opus Scoticum, pulchrum satis;’ and that when 
alter wards he began to raise a stone edifice, such as he had seen 
abroad, the Irish exclaimed against it as a piece of Norman 
extraviagance, a vain and useless innovation. 

The monastery which St. Columba founded in Iona, in the 
middle of the sixth century, is called by an old ivriter ‘ gloriosum 
ccenobiuni.’ That it was so, in one sense, no person will ques- 
tion who traces on the map how large was the region of fhigland 
Avhich its Scottish missionaries and their Saxon disciples built 
up in the Christian faith. * But its glory was not material : 
the only passage in Cumin or Adamnan, from which Ave can 
infer anything as to the buildings on ' that illustrious island Avhich 
Avas once the luminary of the Caledonian regions,’ speaks of the 
Apostle of the Scots as sending forth his monks to gather 
' bundles of tAvigs to build their hospice.’ The mainland abode 
of St. Woloc, a bishop of the same age, is described in the 
Breviary as a mere Avattle-hut — ' paupereulam casain cal amis 
viminibusque conlextam.’* The greater dignity of the churches 
seems to have been in their construction, not of basket-Avork, but 
of squared timber: they were logJiduscs, not AA^igwams. Thus, 
in accordance with Avhat Bede writes of Lindisfarne, the Breviary 
relates that the church of St. Maolrubha, at Urquhart, on the 
western bank of Loch Ness, Avas built of ' heAvn oak :’ and of the 
same fashion doubtless was the more famous church which he 
founded at Applecross, in the Avestern Avilds of Ross, in the year 
G73, and which a century later gave an abbot to the great house 
of Banchor. 

Built, as the primitive churches were, pf such perishable ma- 
terials,^ it is not to be wondered at that so many * venerable seats 
of ancient sanctity ’ in Scotland should now offer little to the eye 
of the pilgrim beyond an undefinable something, in their general 

• 'nreviarium Aberdoriense,* proj). SS. pro temp, hiem., f. xlv. Why do not 
some of the Clubs reprint this rare and venerable book f 
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aspect^ of sweetness or serene repogie — that * insita sibi species 
venustatis’ which arose to the imagination of Bede, as it con- 
templated the preen mount sprinkled by the blood of England's 
first martyr. Yet around a few of the early northern shrines 
there still remain tangible vestiges of religious use, partaking, in 
some measure, of an architectural character. In the Irish Life 
of St. Cuthbert, printe<J by the Surtees Society, there is a passage 
describing the first work of his mission in terms which may 
probably be applied to the case of all the spirit,ual labourers of 
his age and nation. It tells that withdrawing from that monas- 
tery of Dull, jn Athol — whose ‘ Comharba,’ or lay-abbot, in the 
eleventh century, was the father of the long line of Scottish kings 
— he chose his dwelling on the mountain of ‘ Doilweme/ where 
first he reared a great cross of stone, then built an oratory of 
wood, and, lastly, shaped to himself a bath in the rock, in order 
that, immersed in the cold water, he might pass whole nights in 
prater, after a custom which is recorded to have been the oh- 
servance of St. Patrick, St. Kentigern, and Bede’s Drycthelm, 
the penitent recluse of Saxon Melrose. 

Of such crosses as St. Cuthbert raised on the banks of the 
Highland Tay, remains are to be seen in every province of Scot- 
land. They resemble the stone crosses of Ireland, except that 
for the most part they are less elaborate; some of them — unhewn 
blocks, graven with a cross, or covered with uncouth figures and 
symbols — showing a rudeness which suggests a higher antiquity 
than is probably their due. One somewhat different from the 
rest — the well-known pillar at Iluthwell on the Solway — has been 
shown by Mr. Kemble to be an Anglo-Saxon work of tlic age 
and province of Bede. Another, at Newton, in the Garioch, 
bears a rudely cut inscription which has hitherto resided the 
interpretation of scholars, though the Welsh archaDologists, we 
think, have deciphered things nearly as illegible. But we for- 
bear to enter on a subject for the study of which the first found- 
ations are only now laid by Mr, Chalmers of Auldbar, an accom- 
plished country gentleman, who has prepared, as his contribution 
to the Bannatync Club, a costly series of engravings of the ‘ Sculp- 
tured Monuments of Angus,' the richest of all the northern shires 
in this somewhat perplexing kind of memorial. 

It is not known that any traces of the bath which St. Cuthbert 
hewed now exist in Strathtay. Nor do we find that the western 
antiquaries have discovered St. Kentigern’s ‘ bed,’ * bath,’ and 
'chair’ of stone at Glasgow. But those of St. Maoliosa are yet 
shown in the Holy Isle, on the coast of Arran. The stone 
‘pillow’ of St. Columba stood for ages beside his sepulchre in 
Iona. The ‘baths' of St.-Woloc may still be seen beside his 
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ruined church in StrathdevCron ; and wc are told, in one of the 
Sj3alding Club volumes, that it is but of late since ^ mitltitu^es 
of diseased children were bathed in these pools, and panrt of 
their attire lef^ floating on the waters ’ as a propitiatory offering. 
The palmer in Marmion was bent for the ‘ holy pool * of St. 
Filial! ; and the saint's chair of rock yet remains . to mark the 
seat of the ancient monastery which he founded in the heights 
of Glendochart, and the Comharba of which appears in old 
statutes as taking rank with the Earls of Athol and Menteith. 
The stone chair of St. Marnan still looks down upon the 
church which bears hU name at Aberchirder; and other instances 
might be found of a relic which seems to have been characteristic 
of Celtic hagiology. In Leland we read how in his time the 
stone chairs of St. Mawe and St. Germoc were preserved in the 
cemeteries of the churches dedicated to their honour in Corn- 
wall ; and St. Maughold’s chair — 'a hollpw scooped out of the 
rocl^ ’ — is still shown beside his church and well in the Isle of 
Man. The " frithstool’ in Beverley Minster is probably a monu- 
ment of the same kind : it is said to have been brought from 
Scotland, and perhaps the saints' chairs which remain there may 
have served the same purpose of ‘seats of peace/ — the ‘grithstol ’ 
of the Laws of St. David — places of refuge for those who fled to 
the churches for sanctuary. 

The Caves which the primitive confessors of Scotland ex- 
cavated or enlarged in the cliffs of her iron coast, are more to our 
present purpose. Such places of religious retreat were com- 
mended by the examples of St. Martin of Tours, the light of 
Western Christendom in the fourth age, and of St. Benedict, 
the patriarch of European raonaebism. The caverns dug by the 
former saint and his discijdes in the rocky bank of the Loire 
are still shown; and the name of the Holy Grotto, at Subiaco, 
in the upper valley of the Aiiio, distinguishes the cave cut 
midway on the face of a precipice, in which the latter passed 
three years of austere solitude. Sir Walter Scott has comme- 
morated the ^ ocean-cave ’ of St. Rule, at St. Andrews. It is dug 
in the face of a rock, and is divided into two chambers ; the outer, 
which is nearly circular in shape, measures ten feet across, and 
has an altar hewn on the east side ; the inner, where the saint 
is supposed to have slept, is of a square form, measuring about 
eight feet on each side. Other oratories or penance-cells of the 
liUne kind are the sea- beaten cave of St. Ninian, in a tall cliff of 
the Galloway coast; the cave of St. Columba, on Loch Killisport 
in Knapdale ; of St. Cormac, in the same neighbourhood ; of St. 
Kiaran, in Kintyre ; of St. Maoliosa, at Lamlasb in Arran ; of St. 
von. Lxxxv. NO. CLXix. I Gernad 
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Gernad near Spynie in Murray ; of St. Serf at Dysart; and the 
den at Dunfermline, to which the use or tjcadition of a later age 
has given the name of St. Margaret. ‘Some of these places have 
not long ceased to linger in the reverence of the people ; a few have 
altars, crosses, or inscriptions ; and one olP two have what seem to 
be ' benaturae’ and ‘piscinae.’ Their use, as places of ascetic retire- 
ment during Lent, is sufficiently illustrated by the history of St. 
Kevin’s ^ed at Glendalough, and by a passage in the Life of St. 
Kentigerh, where that Apostle of Strathclyde — the season of mor- 
tification past — is seen in devotion at the mouth of his cave, 
gazing on the skirts of the departing storq^^ and rejoicing to feel 
once more the sweet breath of spring upon liis cheek. Perhaps 
the famous D war fie Stone at Hoy, in Orkney, and the singular 
chamber called St. Wilfrid’s Needle, which lies deep in the 
foundations of Ripon Minster, are monuijients of the same class. 
The readers of Mr. .^urzon’s ‘Monasteries in the Levant’ will 
remember his description of ‘ the numerous caves and holes, 
some of them natural, but most artificial,* in the rocks of the 
holy vale of Meteora, in Albania. He adds that, ‘in the dafk 
and wild ages of monastic fanaticism, whole flocks of hermits 
roosted in these pigeon-holes.’ 

These things have taken us back to the infancy of the Celtic 
church in the north. Five following centuries of her life have 
left but two monuments of note ; and both bear the impress of 
the parent country of the Scots. The ‘ Round Towers* at Aber- 
nethy and Brechin show their Irish origin on their face, and it is 
in Irish manuscripts that we must look for their history. Dr. 
Petrie is said4o have discovered the date of the more northern of 
the two; and we hear that in^^^coiid volume of his ‘Eccle- 
siastical Architecture of Ireland/ ho is to prove that the bell-tower 
of Brechin was built by Irish churchmen, about 1010, or a few 
years after the death of that King Kenneth MacMalcolm, of 
whom it is written in the^ C?hronicle of the Piets, ‘ This is he 
who gave the great city of Brechin to the Lord.’ We have not 
learned that the builders of Abernethy have been retrieved, but 
from the beginning this was peculiarly an Irish house. 

It is not impossible that, although hitherto unascertained, there 
may exist in Scotland remains of ecclesiastical buildings in that 
rude but most interesting style which Dr, Petrie uiiexpectedly 
brought to light in Iceland. They should be looked for in the 
parts nearest to that^and ; and we really find there indications 
of sufficient promise to encourage a closer search. The old ac- 
counts of St. Kilda describe what seems a ‘ beehive-house>’ built 
wholly of long thin stones without cement, and famous in the tra- 
ditions. 
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ditions of the islanders. Pennant saw, near Muggastot in Skyfe, 
the remains of ' a nEionastery of great antiquity, built with great 
stones without mortar.’ 

The Conquest in England is nearly contemporary with the dawn 
of a revolution Which — slow, silent, and nearly bloodless — wtought 
changes in Scotland more ihomentous and far more auspicious than 
flowed from the Norrtian triumph at Hastings. The northern 
kingdom was to be wholly transformed. Not new lords only, or 
strange laws, but a new people and anothet language — almost 
another form of religion — were to be introduced. The Celt was 
henceforth to serve in the land which he had, ruled, — was to feel 
that, though a Prince of his line sat upon the ' Lia Fail ’ at Scone, 
and was hailed in Celtic speech and fashion ‘ King of Albany,’ — 
the power had departed from the nation of the Gael. His birth- 
right and heritage — even his name of Scot — were to be shared 
among Anglo-Saxon fugitives, Norman atdt^enturers, and merce- 
nary men-at-arms from Flanders and Brabant. This eventful 
change, almost unnoticed by contemporary chroniclers, is still 
imperfectly understood ; and, though it is the key to the annals of 
civilisation in the north, its history is yet to be written. Begin- 
ning with the partition of Northumbria and the cession 6f Lothian 
to the Scots about the middle of the tenth century, a continuous 
series of causes contributed, during nearly four hundred years, to 
the colonisation of the territory beyond the Tweed by chiefs and 
people from the more southern provinces. The historian, who 
prepares himself for this subject, will have to show how the tide 
of migration northwards was influenced by the fall of the Welsh 
dominion of Strathclyde — b^r^ke civil wars in Albmiy which were 
let loose by the dagger of by the throes which preceded 

die dissolution of the Anglo-Snat^ power — by the Conquest — by 

terrible wrath of the Conqueror — by the dreaded fury of the 
iPled King. But the chief place iaj^is canvass will be filled by a 
benigner figure — that saintly Prints who brought to the Scottish 
thtone the blood and rights of the Anglo-Saxon kings, and planted 
among the Scottish people the seeds of a more energetic faith 
and a superior civilisation. There is no nobler picture in the 
northern annals than that of St. Margaret — illustrious by birth and 
mtijestic in her beauty — as she appears in the artless pages of her 
chaplain^Turgot. The representative of Alfred and the niege of 
the Confessor, she showed in womanly tyjg^he wisdom and m^- 
hanimity of the one, and more than all me meek virtues of the 
othe^ The daughter of exiles who found refuge in the court of 
St. Stephen, she began in Scotland the good and great work of 
Enlightenment which that prince accomplished in H ungary. jn^ed- 
ded to a rude husband — no unmeet type of his barbarian reaim-^ 
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she subdued his wild nature until he became the gentle minister 
of her wishes, the partner of her never-ending works of charity 
and mercy — eager to share in her long vigils and frequent prayers 
— gazing fondly on her books which he could not read, or carry- 
ing them away by stealth that he might bring them back to their 
mistress with new and costly adornments. 

The church of St. Coliimba — sadly fallen from the days when 
it^ called fortl^ the glowing praises of Bede — lived only as a 
barren and sapless branch in the time of St. Margaret. Its chief 
temporal possessions had become the heritage of laymen. Its 
wealthier priests were an hereditary caste, living in ease and sloth, 
and transmitting their benefices to their children. The observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Day had ceased. The sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was not only no longer celebrated, even on the holiest 
day of all the year, but its disuse was justified by a perversion 
of Scripture, which, monstrous as it is, still obtains, we believe, 
among ^thc Men* in some parts of the Highlands. To redress 
these abuses was one of the first cares of St. Margaret. Pro- 
vincial councils were summoned at her command ; and in one 
of these — * like another Helena,* says the Prior of Durham, in 
allusion to an incident in the life of the mother of Constantine — 
she disputed for three days with the degenerate clergy, and out 
of Scripture and the Fathers convinced them of many of their 
errors. 

St. Margaret died in 1 093, having seen only the beginnings 
of the reformation for which she laboured. But the pious work 
was continued by the three Kings her sons — the meek Edgar, 
the fierce Alexander, the saintly David. The great aim of 
all these princes, as of tli^ir mdfhnr, was to assimilate the 
Scottish church to the English, St. Margaret had^ a monk of 
Durham for her chaplain; the English primate Lanfraiic was 
her chosen counsellor and spiritual father; and it was with Be- 
nedictines from Canterbur)^^ that she peopled her foundation 
of Dunfermline. T reading in their mother’s footsteps, Edgar and 

Alexander took for their ghostly adviser the great St. Anselm 

Lanfranc’s successor on the throne of Canterbury — preferred 
English priests to their bishoprics, and filled their religious houses 
with English monks. St. David pursued the same policy even 
still more strenuously ; and so nearly completed what his pre- 
decessors began, that Jthe Kings who reigned after him found 
little left to * Angliciifsr* So ‘thorough* was this ecclesiastical 

revolution, 

-' "T * — — — — 

• Tbehf whole iiolicy ii describeil in a single sentence of the unpublished chronicle 
attribiiM to Walter of Coventry • Modemiores enim Scottoram reges magis se 
Francos fatentur, sicut geoere, ita moribiit, lingua, cultu ; Scotlisqiie ad extremain ser- 
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revolution^ that the Scottish church was not so much reformed 
after the southern example, as s^radually overp^rown by an English 
church transplanted to the northern hills, with its clergy, creeds, 
rites, and institutions. 

Of the Scottish sees all, save three or four, were founded or 
restored by St. David; and their cathedral constitutions were 
formally copied from English models. Thus the chapter of 
Glasgow took that of Salisbury for its guide. Dunkeld copied 
from the same type, venerable in its associations with the name of 
St. Osmund, whose ‘ Use of Sarum’ obtained generally throughout 
Scotland. Elgin or Murray sent to Lincoln for its pattern, and 
transmitted it, with certain modifications, to Aberdeen and to 
Caithness. So it was also with the monasteries. Canterbury 
was the mother of Dunfermline ; Durham, of Coldingham. St. 
Oswald’s at 'Nosthill, near Pontefract, was the parent of Scone, 
and, through that house, of St. Andrews and Holy rood. Melrose 
and Dundrennan were daughters of Rievaux in the North Riding. 
Dr} burgh was the offspring of Alnwick ; Paisley, of Wenlock. 

As wdth the bishoprics and religious houses, so in a great mea- 
sure also was it with the parish churches. The ecclesiastical 
system which obtained in Scotland before the reform of St. Mar- 
garet and her sons, was monastic, not parochial. ‘ St. Rule,’ says 
an old Life of the founder of St. Andrews, Hiad the third part of 
all Scotland in his hand and power, and ordained and divided it 
into abbacies.’ The clergy lived together in humble colleges scat- 
tered over the country. This was the use also of the followers of 
St. Colurnba. With the decay of religion, the, lands of these 
monasteries passed into the hands of laymen, in' whose posses- 
sion we see them in the charters of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries* — the indications of which explain the rubric of the 

Life 


vitutem reclactis, solos Francos in familiaritatj^i el obseqwium adhibent* {Memorials 
Hitt, ad ann. 1212, printed in a note to the * Chronicon de Lanercost,’ p. 371}. 

* As tliese vestiges of the primitive ecclesiastical arrangementa of Scotland do not 
appear to have attracted tlie notice of Scuttibh antiquaries, we trust our readers will for- 
give us fur occupying a few line swith a dry, repulsive note of authorities, which will 
enable those who take interest in the matter to follow it out for themselves. The Re- 
gistrum Vetiis de Aberbrothuc — besides notices of the great * comharbas* of Abemethy 
and Brechin,^ of whom we have accounts elsewhere — preserves traces more or less 
complete of the old monasteries or hereditary lay-abbots of Monyfeitli (pp. 34, 82, 
190, 278, 330, 331)— of Old Montrose (pp. 4, 67)— of Arbirlot (pp. 29, 32, 47)— 
of Edzell, doubtless the abbey in Gleuesk founded d)y St. Drostan (pp. 47-49) — 
and perhaps of Kinef (p. 47). In the Registrum 'Prioratus S. Andree we have 
Rossin (pp. 55, 126, 200) — Ecclesgirg (pp. 27, 229, 234, 138) — Kilgouerin (p. 334) — 
and Dull (pp. 295, 296), of which we have much elsewheML The Liber Jnsule 
Missarum (that is, luchaffray) gives us Madderty (pp. 15, 267? 1-7 8). ^ In the Ke- 
gistram de Dunfermelyn we have Dunkeld (pp. 6, 20, 29, 41, 47), which meets u« 
also iu many other places — and Kirkmicbael, in Strathardle (p. 144). The Liber 

Ecclesitt 
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Life of St. Rule, ^ How it happened that there were uq many 
abbeys in Scotland of old time, which many laymen now possess 
of hereditary right,’ These lay possessors took the title of ^ abb,’ 
or abbot — as was the case also in Ireland and Wales, where the 
same abuse prevailed — but left the religious services (where 
such were performed at all) to be discharged by a prior and a 
few irregular monks. Thili rude order of things was gradually 
displaced by the parochial system, as the Anglo-Norman colo- 
nisation of the country advanced. There is a parchment in the 
treasury at Durham, which enables us to describe in his own 
words how the Northumbrian colonist settled himself on the left 
bank of the Tweed, in the beginning of the twelfth century : — 

* To the sons of holy mother church ’ — thus the charter runs — * Thor 
the Long, greeting in the Lord : Know tliat Aedgar, my lord, King of 
the Scots, gave to me Aednaham, a waste ; that w^h his 'help and my 
own means I peopled it, and have built a church in honour of St. 
Cuthbert 5 and this church, with a ploughgate of land, I have given 
to God and St. Cuthbert and his monks, to be possessed by them for 
evermore. This gift I have made for the soul of my lord the King 
Aedgar, and fur the souls of his father and mother, and for the weal of 
his brothers and his sisters, and for the redemption of my dearest 
brother Lefwin, and for the w eal of myself, both my body and my soul. 
And if any one by force or fraud presume to away take this iny gift 
from the saint aforesaid and the monks his servants, may God Al- 
mighty away take from him the life of the heavenly kingdom, and may 
he suffer everlasting pains with the Devil and his angels ; Amen.’ * 

So prayed the founder of the parish of Ednam, the birthplace of 
the poet of the ^ Seasons.’ Long Thor may serve as the type of his 
very numerous class. Wheresoever the Teutonic settler — whether 
he were a Saxon of old blood, impatient of the Conqueror’s yoke, 
or a Norman discontented with the portion of a younger son at 
home, or a Fleming, whose skill in the assault and defence of for- * 
tided places made him welcome in all countries — wherever the 
southern adventurer obtained a grant of land from the King of 
Scots, there he planted a hamlet, and built a church for the folk 
of his manor. There are districts where the parishes are known 
to this hour by the names which they took from their first lords 
in the twelfth century. Thus in the Upper Ward of Clydesdale 

Eccleflie S. Triiiitatis de Scon supplies Kilspindy (p. 531 We find Mortlacti and 
Cloveth in the * Re^istrum Episcopatui Aberaonensis ^ ^vol. i. pp. 6, 85). The Liber 
Cartanim S. Crucis de Edwii^burg, besides furnishing Melginch (pp. 38, 53, 54, 
177)— and Falkirk fpp. 79, 83), the abbey whence St. Modan converted the Scots 
dwelling on the Forui — shows that, about the year 1175, even Iona itself was, wholly 
or iu par^ in the lay ^session of the King of the Scots fp. 41). From other record 
we m^ht add to thia list Ratbo, Kinghom, Kettins, Blair in Oowrie, Olendocbar^ 
kUmuD, Applecrois, Lesmahago, Govan, and perhaps ^Ikirk and Dornoch. 

S Rains^i North Durluun, app., p. 38, nn. clxi*, elau. 
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— the ^plantation* of which, by the help of the 'Reg^ister of 
Kelso,* is put before us almost as clearly as if it were a ‘ lot ’ in 
Australia in our own day, or a ‘precinct’ in Ulster in the reign 
of King James I. — we can tell that Tloberton was so called 
from Robert the brother of Lambin (who again gave name to 
Lamington) — Symington from Simon Lockhart (who gave 
name also to Symington in Kyle) -^Tliankerton from Tan- 
rard (who may have counted kin with him who gave name to 
Tancarville on the Seine). The clergy who served these new 
churches were either priests brought from England, or kinsm^ of 
the Anglo-Norman founders born in Scotland. This was the case 
also, even still more conspicuously, in the higher ecclesiastical 
ranks. Thus, of fifteen prelates who were elected to the primatial 
see of St. Andrews during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
— and wjio wrote themselves in charter and on seal ‘ Episcopi 
Scottorum’ — not one appears to have been a Celtic Scot: only a 
few sprung from the Anglo-Norman houses of Scotland ; the 
great majority were Saxons and Normans from England. We 
see in the list a prior of Durham — a monk of Canterbury — a 
canon of St. Oswald’s, near Pontefract — a son of the Earl of 
Northampton — a son of the Earl of Leicester. Even 

^ in the north, 

Beyond the thundering Spey,’* 

the chapter of Murr^ chose for their bishop an abbot of Coggesf- 
hall in Essex, in 117L and a canon of Lincoln, in 1252. 

What has been written will prepare the reader for the perfect 
sameness of ecclesiastical architecture on both sides of Tweed 
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, or throughout the 
epochs of the Norman or Romanesque and the Early English 
or First Pointed styles. During these ages — and they beheld the 
northern church’s height of material not Ipss than of spiritual 
grandeur — cathedral and convent, church and chapel, arose every- 
where in Scotland, fashioned on English models, by English bands^ 
or pnder English oversight. 

‘ The people work like congregated bees, 

Eager to build the quiet Fortresses, 

Where Piety, as they believe, obtains 

From If eaven a general blessing ; timely rains, 

Or needful sunshine ; prosperous enterprise, 

And peace and equity.’ 

St. Margaret built a church at Dunfermline, the spot wjiere 

~ “ y ■ ....... . _ . - — - — 

ProfeMor Aytoun^s ‘ Lays of thQ Scottish Cavaliers ’ — a volume of verse which 
shows that "Scotland has yet a poet. Full of the true fire, it now stirs and swells like a 
trumpet-note — now sinks in cadences iad and wild as the wail of a Highland diige* 

her 
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her auspicious nuptials with the King of Albany were celebrated. 
She chose her burial within its walls, which received also the 
bodies of her husband and their children ; and, as the Twin Gods 
fought for Rome in her great battle with the Thirty Cities — as 
San Jago charged with Spain against, the hosts of Mexico — so it 
was believed by the Scots that on the eve of the dreaded day of 
Largs the tombs of Dunfermline gave up their dead, and there 
passed forth through its northern porch, to war against the might 
oj^^orway, ^a lofty and blooming matron in royal attire, leading 
in JUg* right hand a noble knight, refulgent in arms, wearing a 
crown upon his liead, and followed by three heroic warriors, like 
armed and like crowned an illustrio.us array in which it was 
easy to recognise ^ the Protectress of Scotland,’ her consort, and 
her sons. The structure of the Saxon princess did not survive 
the middle of the thirteenth century, when it was taken down to 
make way for a pile more worthy of the sepulchres of the northern 
monarchs — a large and stately choir of First Pointed architecture. 
This, in its turn, was replaced by a fabric in the style of the year 
1820; so that of the ancient abbey church of St. Margaret there 
now remains nothing but the Romanesque nave, which was con- 
secrated in 1150. Though not of great size, the sombre masses 
of the interior are impressive. The English visitor will remark 
more than one point of resemblance to Durham and Lindisfarne; 
and there is no violence in the conjecture that the same head may 
have planned, or the same hands have hewn^Y®^**^ of all the three. 
We know that when the foundations of Durham were laid, in 
1093, by the confessor and biographer of St. Margaret, her hus- 
band Malcolm was present; and when the new church received 
the relics of St. Cuthbert, in 1104, her son Alexander witnessed 
the rites. 

'I’he little Romanesque church and square tower at St. An- 
drews, which bear the name of St. Rule, have, so far as we know, 
no prototype in the south. The common herd of Scottish anti- 
quaries assign them to the seventh or eighth century ; but no one 
acquainted with the progress of architecture, who diligently pe- 
ruses the ' llistoria B. Reguli et Fundationis ecclesiee S. Andreae ’ 
will have much difficulty in identifying the building with the 
small 'basilica’ reared by Bishop Robert, an English canon 
regular of the order of St. Augustin, between the years 1127 and 
1144. Its singular tower, more than a hundred feet in height, 
may perhaps have been suggested by some such structures as 
those at Billingham and Monk Wearmouth — Lord Lindsay sees 
its type in the Round Towers of Ireland — and what else is pecu- 
liar in the edifice may be explained by the slender means at the 
disposal of the bishop, who had not ^et rescued the possessions 
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of the see from the fangs of the laymen, and laywomen too, who 
had sacrilegiously usurped even the offerings of the faithful upon 
the altar. Such was the condition of the metropolitan see of the 
Scots at the date of this prelate’s accession, that, though the relics 
of St. Andrew gathered pilgrims from far and near, yet, we are 
told, ^the shrine of the blessed Apostle was without a minister, 
nor was the cucharist celebrated except on the rare occasions of 
the presence of the King or the Bishop — the Culdees mumbling 
their mass after their own fashion in a nook of the 
church.* It was the bishop who reformed these thmgi^hat 
sowed the seeds also of mundane civilisation around his humble 
cathedral, by persuading Mainard, the Fleming, to leave the 
safe walls of Berwick, and undertake the establishment of 
burgh’ in St. xAndrews; an enterprise, doubtless, quite as peril- 
ous in the circumstances as the foundation of a city in the wilds 
of Connemara — under Sir Robert Peel’s scheme for the plan- 
tation of Connaught — would appear at this day to an alderman 
of Bristol. 

The conventual churches of Kelso and of Jedburgh exist but in 
broken ruins; bqt enough of both is spared to show that they 
were noble examples of the more advanced Romanesque. ' In 
the midst of the modern town the abbey church of Kelso ’ — says 
the learned editor of its charters — ^stands alone, like some 
antique Titan predominating over the dwarfs of a later world.’ 
Begun in 1128 — and so far completed as to receive the tomb of 
the founder’s son, Earl Henry of Northumberland, in 1152 — it 
was a structure commensurate with the magnificence of its en- 
dowments, as the first-born of St. David’s pious zeal, and with 
the lofty pretensions of its mitred abbots, who long disputed 
precedence with the priors of metropolitan St. Andrews, and 
even contended for superiority with the parent bouse of Tiron in 
France, to which this Scottish daughter gave more than one ruler. 
There are traces of Romanesque work in Dryburgb, in the tower 
at Dunblane, in Iona, Coldingham, and Monymusk. Two nearly 
perfect parish churches of the Romanesque age survive at Dal- 
meny in Lothian and at Leuchars in Fife, — the former apparently 
in the twelfth century a manor of the Anglo-Norman house 
of Avenel ; the latter a Scottish fief of one of the Magna Charta 
barons, Saier de Quincy Earl of Winchester. Neither building 
need fear comparison with the common standard of English 
examples. Both are late in the style : Leuchars is the richer, 
Dalmeny the more entire of the two. Both have semicircular 
apses — a feature found also in the parish churches of St. Kenti- 
gern at Borthwick and St. Andrew at Gulane, and in the chapel 
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l)earing the name of St. Margaret within the walls of EJitiburgh 
Castle. 

But of all the Romanesque buildings in Scotland the most 
memorable by far is the majestic High Church of those distant 
northern isles, which, until an age comparatively recent, were no 
portion of the Scottish church or state, but owed ecclesiastical 
obedience to the metropolitan of Drontheim and civil fealty to 
the King of Norway. The ^ storm-swept Oread es ’ had been 
converted to the faith, about the end of the tenth century, by the 
reno'Sfned warrior-saint King Olaf Trvgvason, who had himself 
received baptism in the Cornish isles of Scillv. The Orkneys 
probably still remembered that it was from England that the 
light had dawned upon their darkness, when, in the beginning of 
^the twelfth century, w'e see one of their Earls taking spiritual 
counsel of St. Anselm, and receiving an earnest admonition to 
obey the bishop who was then labouring among his people. 
The chief who thus addressed himself to the throne of Canter- 
bury, was that Earl Hacon who, within a few years, was fated 
to stain his hands in a murder which gave the islands their patron 
saint and their stately cathedral church. Thg dominion of the 
Orkney archipelago was at that time divided between twf) cousins. 

• Hacon Paulson was fierce and ambitious ; Magnus Erlcndson 
had a gentle nature in a warrior's form. Both had been men of 
rapine and blood in their youth; but while the restless Hacon, 
following the wild fortunes of King Magnus Barefoot, continued 
to live in war and tumult, some serencr star conducted the son of 
Erlend to the court of St. Margaret of Scotland. He afterwards 
passed a twelvemonth in England with King Henry Beauclerc, 
and sojourned for a time in the palace of a Welsh bishop. A 
great and sudden change had been wrought in him, and in no 
long time it found a characteristic display. He was compelled 
by the Norse king to embark in a fleet equipped for havoc on 
the coast of Wales; but when the galleys prepared for battle, 
Magnus refused to take arms. * Here is no man who has done 
me wrong,’ he said ; and so repairing to his accustomed seat in 
the prow, he remained there devoutly reciting the Psalter, in 
front of the raging fight. Well might the mild rule of such a 
just lord endear him to his people; but the universal love in 
which he was held only served to burry the son of Paul to the 
accomplishment of the design which he had formed to put his 
kinsman to death, and so possess himself of all the islands. 
Little art was needed to betray the guileless Magnus into his 
power. Hacon, at the last moment^ would have been content to 
suffer his mutilated rival to drag out the remains of life in chains 
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and bliilHness ; but his savage followers swore that now one or 
other of the Earls must die. Magnus had prepared himself for his 
fate with Christian humility, by vigil and fervent prayer, by con- 
trite tears, and by devout reception of the eucharist. Yet some 
feeling of the warrior’s pride appears to have survived to mingle 
with his latest thoughts. ‘ Stand before me ’ — he said to his exe- 
cutioner — ^ and strike with your might, that your sword may cleave 
my brain : it were unseemly that an Earl should be beheaded like 
a thief.’ So died the son of Erlend, in the year 1 1 K). The fame 
of his sanctity, attested by miracles wrought at his tomlj — some of 
them, it is to be confessed, not much distinguished by their 
moral tendency — spread through the north with wonderful ra- 
pidity, Pilgrimages were made to his shrine at llirsa, vows paid 
in his honour, prayers offered for his intercession, from all parts 
of the northern archipelago, from Scotland, from Sweden, from 
Denmark, from Norway. It is even affirmed by the Bollandists 
that he obtained reverence in Bohemia and on the Lower Rhine ; 
but we suspect that in these, and perhaps in some other instances, 
he has been confounded with another ‘ St. Magnus the Martyr,’ 
to whom — as inay be read in William of Malmesbury, Roger of 
Wendover, and John of Fordun — churches were dedicated in 
Saxony iri the tenth century. It is however certain that the life 
of the saintly Earl of the Orkneys was woven into a Saga in the 
Icelandic speech in the year 1130; and, some six or eight years 
afterwards the cathedral at Kirkwall was founded by his sister’s 
child, Earl Rognvald, — in fulfilment of a vow, it is said, that 
should he recover his uncle’s earldom from the son of Hacon, he 
would rear such a church in honour of the saint as had never 
been seen in the north before. The building was so liberally 
sped by the oblations of a devout age, that all Christendom was 
popularly said to have paid tribute for its erection. But the 
spirit of religion must then have been fervid in the islands 
themselves: an Orkney convent, of which all other memory 
seems to be lost, gave an abbot to the great Cistercian house of 
Melrose in the year 1175; and the Earl who laid the foundations 
of Kirkwall died in the odour of sanctity after a pilgrimage to 
Rome and Jerusalem. He had begun his High Church on no 
mean scale ; and it was afterwards greatly enlarged in length. 
To this circumstance, together with its severe simplicity, its 
narrowness, its height, and the multiplicity of its parts, must 
be ascribed the most striking characteristic of the pile — its ap- 
parent vastness. Mr. Neale doubts if either York or Lincoln 
gave him the idea of greater internal length. Yet Kirkwall 
meas^r^8 less by half than the least of these minsters; and, 
indeed, generally the largest churches in Scotland are to be com- 
pared 
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pared only with the smallest English.* But vve lingei^too long 
with Earl Magnus and his temple. Our readers will learn with 
pleasure that a cathedral so remarkable in all its circumstances 
— and to which the romance of The Pirate has given a new 
renown — is about to be illustrated in a way worthy of the subject 
by a Northamptonshire baronet of classic name and lineage, who 
passed a whole summer in the study of the venerable fabric. 
Until the expected volume of Sir Henry Dryden shall appear, 
curiosity may Tippease itself in the excellent engravings of Mr. 
Billings, and the descriptive prose of Mr. Neale. 

The Romanesque had the same duration in Scotland as in 
England, except that in the north perhaps only one edifice — the 
church built by St. Margaret at Dunfermline — arose before the 
year 1100. But the date was the same at which in both coun- 
tries the style began to show that change of character which 
issued in the First Pointed. The transition appears in the choir 
of the cathedral of St. Andrews, which was founded in 1162. It 
is more clearly developed in the older portions of the abbey 
church of Holyrood, which can scarcely be later than 1 174, when 
the occupation of Edinburgh Castle by an English garrison 
seems finally to have driven the canons from the iron fortress 
where they had been sheltered for half a century, together with 
that ^ Black Rood of Scotland,’ from which they took their name,*]' 
— a mysterious relic which, brought to Scotland by St, Margaret, 

* We give the length of the clnefiScottit>h cathedrals, and of one or two of less size, 
as we find the measures stated in the Scottish books: — 

St. Andrews . • • 35S feet. Aheideeri , . about 200 feet. 

Glasgow . • • . 283 Fortroso . . about 120 

Elgin . • . • . 282 Iona . • • • . 115 

Kirkwall . • " • • 218 Lisinore .... 5fi 

Let these figures be compared with the dimensions of the great English m isters : — 
Winchester , • . 645 feet. Lincoln . . . . 482 feet. 

Ely t . • . . 535 Peterborough • . 476 

York 524 Salisbury . • • • 474 

Canterbury • . • 513 Durham . ... 461 

St. PauCs .... 510 

Of the Scottish conventual churches, few arc so perfect as to be capable of mea- 
luremeiit. The length of ifhnfermliiie is given at 275 — of Arbroath, 271— K)f Jed- 
burgh, 215 feet. We trust that Mr. Billings’ design contemplates ground-plans and 
measurements of the priticij^al buildings figured in his collection, 

f The better sort of Scottish antiquaries have discarded the story (for which there is 
no old authority) of the miracle which placed * the Holy Hood * in the hands of St. 
David, while wrestling with a stag at bay on (he spot where the Abbey now stands. 
But they seem not to have recognised the real origin of th| name of the Palace of (heir 
Kings, though it was p<iinted out by the learned Papebroch a hundretl and fifty years 
ago. The Black Hood of Scotland was carried to England by King Edward I., 
alcHDg with another famous ensign of northern sovereignty, the Lia Fail, or fated 
stone of Scone. — (Hist Eliensis, in Anglia Sacra, t.i. p. 648; Cliroiiicon de Laner- 
coi»t> p. 261.) 
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was kissed by her dyinj^ lips and grasped by her dying hands^ 
was bequeathed to her children as a treasure above all price, 
stood before the deathbed of St. David, and was regarded by all 
the nation of the Scots with deep feelings of love and awe. A 
few faint traces of Romanesque linger in the conventual church of 
Arbroath, founded in 1178; but the cathedral crypt of Glasgow, 
begun in 1181 and consecrated in 1197, is wholly First Pointed. 

The First Pointed, extending from about 1180 to about 1*286, 
was the great age of church building beyond the Tweed. We 
owe to it altogether, or in part — beside the enlargement and all 
but completion of Kirkwall — the cathedrals of St. Andrews, 
Glasgow, Whithern, Elgin, Brechin, Dunblane, and Dornoch. 
Beside parts of Dunfermline and Jedburgh, we owe to this 
style also, chiefly or in a considerable measure, the conventual 
churches of Holyrood, Arbroath, Dry burgh. Paisley, Dundren- 
nan, Manuel, Kilwinning, Restennet, Corsragucl, Coldingham, 
Lindores, New Feme, Pluscardine, Carnbuskenneth, Deir, the 
Maison Dieu of Brechin, Sadael, Ardchattan, and Oronsay. 
There remain very few parish churches in the First Pointed 
style ; but the doubt raised in the ' Descriptive Notices,’ by T. 
S. M., whether ‘any of the smaller churches of Scotland were 
erected during this period,’ is utterly groundless. On one leaf 
of the Register of St. Andrews we have a list of no fewer than 
nine parish churches consecrated, in one diocese, by one bishop, 
between May 1242, and August 1243. There is a First Pointed 
chapel beside the castle of the ancient lords of Lorn at Dun- 
staffnage, and another at the once famous sanctuary of Tain in 
Ross. 

Of the conventual churches of this age the grandest un- 
doubtedly was that which the fears or the devotion of the King 
of Scots reared on the shore of Angus, in honour of St. Thomas 
a Becket. It was founded in 1J78 — within seven years of the 
martyrdom of the heroic Primate — was so far built in 1214 as to 
receive the tomb of its royal founder, and was consecrated in 
presence of his son in 1233. It now exists only in ghastly frag- 
ments. which seen from sea have an imposing look, but viewed 
closeK’ serve for little more than to denote the style and great size 
of tlfe fabric. Of Holyrood only the nave survives, and that 
not without some additions of a latef age. Although riven and 
roofless, it is still interesting from the mere beauty and pecu- 
liarities of its archi^ture, apart from all its solemn associations 
of a fated line of Kings, and a national life which is no more. 
Dryburgh had felt the frequent scathe of English war before that 
day of desolation came which silenced for evermore the sweet 
chant of orison and litany within its walls. These have been 

so 
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so often ruined> rebuilt, and ruined again^ atid the ivy- — a rare 
thing in Scottish ruins — h£t^ so overgrown them, that it is not 
easy to judge of the architectural character of all the parts. But 
the lines of the thirteenth century are written on those finfe 
arches of the Lady-aisle, or north transept, beneath which sleejp 
the earthly remains of Scott, surrounded by the dust of many a 
White canon and many a Border knight, ' amid the ashes of his 
own rough clan, in the heart of the scenes he sung, and of the 
valley he loved so well.* * Only a small portion is left of the 
church of the Benedictines of Coldinghain — the Urbs Coludi 
of Bede — and part of that is Romanesque. Some traces of this 
earlier order seem to run even through the First Pointed por- 
tions, of which Mr. Kaine assures us that ‘ the ornamental parts 
will bear a rigid comparison with the most highly finished build- 
ings of that most striking style.’ We can still discern in all their 
extent the foundations of the church of the Clugniac monastery 
which the progenitor of the Stuarts endowed so munificently, 
in the midst of his great fief of Strathgryfe, ' for the souls of 
King Henry of England, of King David, and of King Malcolm,’ 
— terms which show us that though Walter Fitz-Alan had be- 
come the Seneschal of Scotland, he had not forgotten his duty to 
the English king. But though we can trace the form of choir and 
transepts at Paisley, there is little to engage attention beyond 
the nave, and the interest of that is in the peculiarities of its 
triforium and huge corbels — neither of which are pleasing fea- 
tures. There are other things, however, to requite the study of 
professed ecclesioiogisls ; and a member of the Maitland Club 
might find an easy contribution in a set of engravings of the 
sculptured panels which run along the eastern wall of the mor- 
tuary chapel — called St. Mirine’s aisle — at the end of the south 
transept. 

The metro])olitan cathedral of St. Andrews was founded in 
the yc^r 1162 — the King of Scots being present — by Bishop 
Ernold, who had been abbot of Kelso, and must have been taught 
by that princely pile to look with disdain on the little chapel of 
St. Rule built by his predecessor Bishop Robert. The new 
work seems to have advanced apace during the period of Qishop 
Richard (1 163-1178). We see him issuing letters to the aider- 
men and burgesses of tbe,,]|^tely erected burgh, forbidding them 
TO seduce or withdraw ahy of the builders, hewers, quafriers, 
or other labourers, without licence from tSf canon having charge 
of the fabric. These workmen were to have the same privi- 
leges of market for food and raiment as were enjoyed by the 


* Liber 8. Marie de Drybutgfa, preA> p* sSxvii. 
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burgesses. A fiercely disputed election followed the death of 
Bishop Kicliard, and the church probably made no great progress 
until the year 1202, when William Malvoisin was translated from 
the see of St. Kentigern to be ^ Bishop of the Scots.’ The pon- 
tificate of this energetic Norman extended to nearly forty years, 
and his charters, yet extant, attest how earnestly he laboured to 
carry on ^ the work of the new church of St. Andrew to its con- 
summation.’ He was the first prelate buried within its walls. 
We continue to hear of the building under Bishop David in 1249, 
and under Bishop Gameline in 1266 and 1269. Two years after 
the last of these dates we discover that the choir, the transepts, 
and two or three bays of the nave were built. The episcopate of 
William Wischart (1271-1279) saw the completion of the nave 
— which is said to have been of eleven bays — and the building 
of the west front. But times of trouble were now at hand. 
Some accident, we know not what, ruined part of the building, 
and before it could be repaired the canons were in the toils of 
the usurers. The desolating Wars of the Succession follow^^ ; 
and it was not until the year 1318 that the cathedral was conse- 
crated by Bishop William Lumber ton, in j)resence of the King, 
seven bishops, fifteen abbots, and almost all the earls and lords 
whom the wreck of war and revolution had spared to Scotland. 
The gift of a hundred marks yearly attested the gratitude aftd 
devotion of Bruce ‘ for the mighty victory vouchsafed to the Scots 
at Bannockburn by St. Andrew, the guardian of their realm.’ 
Of the High Chiirch which was thus solemnly dedicated, there 
now remain only portions of two gables and a side wall. 

‘ It has been observed,’ says Mr. Gladstone, ‘as a circumstance 
full of meaning, ti^at no man knows the names of the architects of 
our cathedrals. They left no record of tlllhnselves upon the 
fabrics, as if they would have nothing there that could suggest ally 
other idea than the glory of that God to Whom the edifices were 
devoted for perpetual and solemn w^orship ; nothing to mingle a 
meaner association with the profound sense of His j^esence; or 
as if, in the joy of having budt Him a house, there was nawant 
left unfulfilled, no room fur the question whether it is good for a 
man to live in posthumous renown.’ The remark, though in 
spirit not less true than beautiful, would be liable to obvious ex- 
ceptions if interpreted altogether literally. The Breviary of the 
Scottish church appointed a les$on*li be read to the people coi# 
memorating the ai^Uectural skill of the builder of one of her 
minsters ; and the tipple which be raised in the remote north 
was called by his name from within a century of his death. The 
fierce Norsemen of the diocese of Caithness had torn out the 
ongue and eyes of one bishop^ hod scourgedi stoned> and burned 

another 
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another to death, when, in 1223, Gilbert dti Moravia, archdeacon 
of Murray, ivas chosen to the see. To gwe significance to the 
election, it was made in presence of the King of Scfots and the 
captains of his host ; and the priest on whom the choice fell was 
a kinsman of the great chiefs who had then recently acquired 
that vast territory — ^ the Southern Land’ of Caithness — which 
nov gives the title of Duke to their lineal descendant. With 
such support from the arm of flesh, Bishop Gilbert ruled his 
church in peace for more than twenty years. He had built or 
fepaired many royal castles througlumt the northern provinces ; 
and he now employed his skill in rearing a cathedral church at 
Dornoch, as he himself tells us, at his own charge. ‘ He built 
If^vith his own hands,’ adds the Breviary; and we are assured 
that even the glass for its windows was made upon the* spot, under 
his own* eye. The constitution which he framed for the govern- 
ment of the chapter has lately been printed for the Bannatyne 
Club, from the original parchment at Dunrohin : we learn from 
i^'that, in the cathedral which he left endowed for five dfgt^taries 
and three prebendaries, he found at his accession no more# than 
one priest. The good bishop was canonised within no long 
period of his death. The church which he built survived to our 
time, though much decayed and partly ruined. 1 1 was ‘ restored ’ 
about twelve years ago, but the work unhappily was not intrusted 
to competent bands. 

What St. Gilbert of Murray did for Dornoch was accomplish- 
ing at the same time for Dunblane by a Preaching Friar of 
foreign birth, who is said to have received the tonsure from St. 
Dominic himself. The bishopric of Slratherne #as restored by 
St. David, after a vacancy of more than a ii^p^red years, during 
which almost all 'M revenues had been usu^p^ by laymen. A 
Homanesque tower, which still remains, would seem to have been 
built about that time ; but such was the forlorn condition of the see 
at the accession of Friar Clement in 12313, that — we give his own 
words itj| rents were barely sufficient to maintain him for sijt, 
monlj^js ; t^re w^as no place in the cathedral where he could , lay, 
his &ead; no chapter; only a rustic chaplain saying mass^^rice 
a week in a roofless church.’ Such was Dunblane when tbia* 
learned and eloquent Dominican came to its rule ; the chroniejea 
tell lis that he left it, after a *jQpntificate of fifteen years, ^ a stately 
sanctuary, rich in land aiK^^eritage, served by prebendary ai)d 
canon** It is new more than two centuriMttnce the ruins of the 
nave which Bishop Clement built, moved {ro^indignati^p of Laud. 
The more modern choir, which has but one aisle, was all the 
cathedraBof Leighton, who marked bis affection for the Scottish 
epidbopate by leaving his learned library to this little dioeese, w 
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• he endowed an almshouse and founded college exhibitions in the 
great metropolitan see^to which he was afterwards called* 

The grandest of all the northern minsters was unquestionably 
£!lgin. It alone, among the Scottish cathedrals of the thirteenth 
century^ had two western towers. They are now shorn of their 
just height, but still they may be seen fioin far, lifting their bulk 
above the pleasant plain of Murray, and suggesting what the pile 
must have been when the amiable and learned Florence Wilson 
loved to look upon its magnificence as he meditated his ' De 
Animi Tranquillitate’ on the banks of the Lossie, and when .the-' 
great central spire soared to twice the altitude of the loftiest 
pinnacle of ruin that now grieves the eye. The foundations of 
this noble church were laid about Uie year 1224 by Bishops 
Andrew de Moravia, the near kinsman, probably the nephew, of 
that St. Gilbert who on the opposite shore of the firth was at 
that very time raising the humbler walls of Dornoch. We know 
little of the building of Elgin. The records of the see show us 
* Master Gregory the mason and Richard the glazier * at work in 
the atrfuinn of 1237. Some chance reduced part of the fabric t6 
ruin in 1244. We have it described in the end of the next 
century as * the j)ride of the land, the glory of the realm, the 
delight of wayfarers .and strangers, a praise and boast among 
foreign nations, lofty in its towers without, splendid in its ap})oint- 
inents within, its countless jewels and rich >cstmenls, and the 
multitude of its priests:* — it had seven dignitaries, fifteen canons, 
two-and-twenty vicars-choral, and about as many cliaplains — 

^ serving God in righteousness.’ These sentences are taken from 
a letter in which the Bishop of Murray makes his lamentation to 
King Robert lII.,pomplaining that on the feast of St, Botolph, 
1390, the King's own brother, the Earl of Bucblin, had descended 
from the hills with a band of wild Scots, and given the sumptuous 
cathedral to the ilames, together with the parish church, the 
Maison Dieu, eighteen manses of the canons, and the whole city 
of Elgin. Tlie prince of the blood who was the author of this 
savage exploit was popularly known as The Wolf of Badet^qch 
and it^iWould be no very unfair measure of the difference between 
the social conditions of Scotland and of England in that age, to 
take the ferocities of the hoary incendiary of Elgin for a type of 
the one, and the Gadshill rubber!^ or Eastcheap gambols of 
young Harry Monmouth for a symborof the other. The Stuart 
prince mode bis pegm .with the church before died, and be 
sleeps in thacathedrar^f Dunkeld beneath a tomb which describes 
him as ^ an earl and lord of happy memory.* His effigy was 
broken and defaced after the Revolution of 1688 by a garrison of 
Westland Whigs or Cameronians, who, it may be supjwsedjVotild, 
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have spared this sepulchre had they known that its tenant in his 
time had set, such a brave example of ' rabbling prelatical curates ’ 
and destroying ‘ monuments of idolatry.’ Much of what now 
remains of Elgin shows itself to have been rebuilt or altered after 
the dire calamity of St. Botofph’s day. The beautiful eight-sided 
chapter-house seems about a century later. The work of restora- 
tion doubtless occupied many years, though it was promoted by 
royal grants, though a third part of the whole revenues of the see 
were devoted to it for a time, and though yearly subsidies were 
levied on every benefice in a diocese which stretched from the 
Ness to the Deveron, from the sea to the passes of Lochaber and 
the central mountains that divide Badenoch and Athol. 

W e have reserved the Jast place in our hasty glance at First 
Pointed edifices to the High Church of Glasgow. Greatly 
favoured of fortune, this fine pile shares the distinction of being 
one of the two or three Scottish cathedrals — Kirkwall is another, 
and perhaps Lismore is a third — which have been spared to 
^odern days in a comparatively entire state. It is i^ortunatc 
also in that we know more of its story than of the annals of any 
other northern temple. The ground on which it stands — so ran 
traditions which were of reverent antiquity even in the twelfth age 
— was hallowed for Christian burial by St. Ninian of Galloway in 
the beginning of the fifth century. But the faith planted by that 
first apostle of Scotland had suffered decay, the tribes whom he 
had converted were relapsing into paganism, and his cemetery at 
Glasgow was neglected or forsaken, when, beneath the shade of 
its venerable trees, a little church and humble monastery of wood 
arose about the middle of the sixth age. From this, as from the 
chief seat of his mission, St. Kentigern — the Mungo of the 
Scottish commonalty, the Kendeyrn Garthwys of Wales — spread 
or restored Christianity throughout the whole extent of the 
British kingdom of Cumbria, from Lochlomond and near Stirling 
to Windermere and beyond Appleby. Glasgow became the 
ecclesiastical capital of this extensive region, the spiritual mother of 
all the Welsh tribes ^ of Reged wide and fair Strathclyde.’ It was 
here that St. Kentigern made his own sepulture, and here tjjat for 
ages the kings and warriors, the saints and sages of Cumbria chose 
their rest beside the ashes of the renowned apostle of their nation. 
That nation passed away^f^^jjts wasted territory was shared by 
sundry tribes and strang^f^v^ races, and in the tenth century its 
dominion was given to thelieir of the Kite of Albany, on condi- 
non of serving the Anglo-Saxon sovereign m war by sea and land. 
Amid these convulsions, the faith itself scarcely survived ; the see 
of $t.^ Kentigern fell, and laymen seized its possessions. Its 
rest^ation. in the early years of the twelfth century, was the work 
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of the sainted son of St. Margaret. As next in succession to the 
Scottish crown, St. David was Earl or Prince of Cumbria, during 
the reign of his brother King Alexander the Fierce ; and in the 
year 1115 he procured the consecration of his preceptor John to 
thej bishopric of his semi- barbarous princedom. The new prelate, 
aft A* a short sojourn, fled in terror from the wild tribes over 
whom he was appointed, and took the staff of pilgrimage for the 
Holy Land ; but the injunction of Pope Calixtus and the per- 
suasion of St. David overcame his fear.s, and he returned to 
preach repentance and’ tidings of salvation throughout all the 
Cumbrian dales. 

The ancient cemetery, with its tall cross of stone and its girdle 
of old trees, seems to have been nearly all of St. Kentigern — his 
relics excepted — that remained at Glasgow when Bishop John 
laid the foundations of a new cathedral. It was begun before the 
year 1124, and he consecrated it in the year 1 136, in presence of 
his royal pupil, wdio was now King of the Scots. At the end of 
about forty years this structure Avas laid waste by fire. Meaii- 
while the see had waxed rich in possessions. A burgh had been 
established beneath the shadow of the church. We have charters 
which show us the very process of its foundation : here a burgess 
from Hadflington is building a house, there the monks of Melrose 
take a grant of land, here a toft and a net’s fishing in Clyde are 
assigned to the Knights of the Temple — a weekly market is ap- 
pointed for Thursday — the Bishop obthins * the King’s peace * for 
the burgesses and his protection for their chattels — 

‘ Urbem designat aratro, 

Iiidicitque forum, et patribus dat jura vocatis.’ 

The prelate who thus founded what is noAv the second or third 
city of the empire, had been called to the throne of St. Kentigern 
from the rule of the great Cistercian monastery of Melrose. 
Bishop Joceline made large preparation for his new cathedral. 
The fashion after which he proceeded was not very different from 
that which is still in approved use in like cases. He published a 
Jbook, and set an association on foot. The book was a new ' Life 
and Miracles of St. Kentigern,’ and its preparation was intrusted 
to one of the most popular biographers of the day, Brother Joce- 
line, of Furness in Lancashire. T^ work is still extant, and 
while it possesses other claims to intmst, the skill with which it 
addresses itself to the immediate obji^ct of its composition chal- 
lenges praise. is omitted which could excite the faithful 

to be generous ; nothing which could magnify the dignity of the see 
of Glas^w. Its jurisdiction had been recently curtailed by the 
erection of English territory into the diocese of Carlisle : there- 
fore every vestige of St. Kentigern’s old renown in the south — the 
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church which shadows Southey's tomb still bears his name, and it 
was early interpolated into Asserts 'Life of Alfred’ to prove the 
antiquity of Oxford — is diligently collected. The Bishops of 
Glasgow had been summoned to yield obedience to the Arch- 
bishop of York as their metropolitan : therefore Brother Joceline 
relates how it came to pass that the successors of St. Kenti^rn 
were subject to no primate, but were vicars of the Apostolic see 
itself, and took precedence and had j)ower above even Kings, so 
long as Cumbria was yet a kingdom. 

The book of the Cistercian of Furnesi must have served as an 
ample brief to the members of the CathedraL Building Society, 
which was now instituted by the bishop. It had its ^ collectors * 
in every corner of the r^alm ; and we, who have so lately seen 
the proceedings of the ' Dombau Verein ’ of Cologne, may with 
little difficulty picture the course of the ‘ Brotherhood of St. 
Kentigern of Glasgow.’ The King of Scots took it under his 
especial patronage by a charter of protection and privilege, full 
of affection for the ancient see, ' which, though poor and lowly 
in temporal estate, is the spiritual mother of many nations.’ The 
allusion is to the divers tongues and kindreds which then peopled 
Cumbria, and which, in other charters, are recounted by name — 
'Normans and Saxons, Scots, Galwegians, and Welsh.’ 

Bishop Joceline laid the h)undation of his High Church in 
1181. He began at the east, and the work advanced so rapidly 
that the crypt was consecrated in 1197, on the octave of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. Three bishops took part in the rite, and its anni- 
versary was commemorated by the institution of a 'dedication 
feast,’ with a great fair of eight days’ duration, which is still a 
high holiday with the unsuspecting youths and damsels of the 
Covenanted West, and of old gathered yearly around the cathe- 
dral, for business or devotion, craftsmen from Selkirk, guild- 
burghers from Dunbarton, Solway fishers, shepherds from the 
Forest, Nithsdale yeomen, squires of Carrick, Clydesdale knights, 
the lordly abbots of Jedburgh and Corsraguel, Highland chiefs 
from the Lennox, Border moss-troopers from the Lidel and the 
Esk. That evanescent throng has long passed away — even thd 
religious purpose of its first institution is forgotten as if it bad 
never been ; but Bishop Joceline’s inagniiicent crypt still remains, 
the admiration of all eyes, /^ 

' Tectum augustiim, ibgens, centum si^lime columnis.’ 

It has perhaps no rival, certainly no superior in the island ; and 
they who of late years — since it was cleared of modern deformities 
— hari^ ’ wandered in the gloom of its ceqtral maze of pier and 
pillltr, or have lingered in the twilight of its noble arcades on 
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either side, will confess that the Chroniclers of Melrose gave the 
old abbot of their house no undue praise when they wrote, 
* Jocelinus episcopus sedem episcopalem dilatavit et Sancti Kente- 
gerni ecclesiam gloriose magnificavit.’ 

The founder of Glasgow died in the second year after the 
dedication, so that he ran have built little or nothing beyond 
the undercroft. Indeed, we hear nothing of the progress of the 
structure for a long time. In 1231 the chapter was deep in 
debt; but William of Bondington, a prelate of energy, having 
been appointed to the see two years afterwards, fourteen hundred 
marks due to merchants of Florence were discharged in 1240. 
It was about the same time that Forveleth, the widowed Countess 
of the Lennox, gave to the fabric a piece of land on the banks 
of that stream of Leven of which Smollett has sung so sweetly, 
'riie bishop had not failed to have recourse to the great instru- 
ment of church-building in the thirteenth age — the no less 
effective cause of church- destruction in the sixteenth — ' papal in- 
dulgences,* or dispensations by the Pope granting release from 
the heavy burdens of ecclesiastical discipline to all penitents pro- 
moting the undertaking. To add new force to this remission, a 
canon was passetl by a Provincial Council of the Scottish clergy 
held at Perth in 1242, ordaining that the indulgence for the 
cathedral of Glasgow be hung up in every church in the realm ; 
that its terms be plainly expounded in the vulgar tongue to the 
parishioners ; that on every Lord’s-day and festival from Ash- 
Wednesday to Low Sunday, after the Gospel is read, the duty of 
contributing to the work be enjoined on the people ; that their 
alms and legacies, together with the goods of persons dying 
intestate, be faithfully collected; and during the season so spe- 
cified, for no other object than this shall offerings be solicited in 
the parish churches. To the fruits of tHis ordinance, doubtless, 
we owe the completion of the beautiful choir before 1258. 

The next twenty years would appear to have seen the building 
of the central tower — which was to be surmounted by a wooden 
spire — and of the transepts, which are so very short as scarcely to 
break the long pers}>ective of the exterior. In 1277 the chapter 
purchased from Maurice, lord of Luss, the privilege of cutting 
all the timber needed * for the fhbric of their steeple and trea- 
sury.* It was covenanted that the ^proctors of the work,’ iheir 
carriers and artificersA should have free entry to Maurice’s lands 
— which lay along me western shore of Lochlomond — ^should 
have right of felling, hewing, and dressing timber wherever they 
chose, should lead or carry it in whatever way they thought best, 
anti should have pasturage for their horses and oxen. But from 
some cause or other the forests of Luss soqm to have been fouml 
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insufficient for the undertaking; and in 1291 Bishop Robert 
Wischart begged ' timber for the spire of his cathedral ’ from 
Edward I., then in the rule of Scotland its Overlord. The 
English king was no niggard in grants ^ for the honour of God 
and Holy Church he bestowed forty oaks from Darnaway on 
the High Church of Caithness; and he gave the Bishop of 
Glasgow not only sixty oaks from Ettrick, but twenty stags for 
his own table. But the spire of St. Kentigern was not yet to be 
built : the faithless prelate had scarcely digested the last of King 
Edward’s venison, before he turned the oaks into catapults and 
mangonels, and with them laid siege to the garrison which kept 
the Cumyn’s castle of Kirkintilloch. 

When or how the steeple was at length completed, we do not 
learn. We know only that it was consumed by lightning about 
1400. The building of the present spire, which is of stone, was 
begun by Bishop VVilliam of Lauder (1408-1425) and finished 
by Bishop John Cameron (1425-1447). During their times 
likewise were built the crypt of the chapter-house and the chapter- 
house itself — a plain quadrangular structure at the north-east 
corner of the Lady Chapel. The nave probably had been in 
progress from the beginning of the fourteenth century, during 
which bequests were made to the fabric by that ‘ flower of Scottish 
chivalry’ tlie Knight of Liddesdale, and others : it appears to have 
been finished, with both its aisles and a deformed western tower 
(which has recently been taken down), before the year 1480. 
Archbishop Blacader (1484-1508) having built the rood-loft 
and the stairs which descend to the great crypt, resolved on the 
extension of the southern transept, but accomplished nothing 
more than its undercroft — a very beautiful work, of whicli Mr, 
Billings ought to give us an engraving. This fine chapel was the 
last thing attempted — if we except the vile ‘ consistory-liouse * 
happily now removed — before the Reformation overtook the 
canons, and stamped fulfilment on the adage which had pro- 
phesied of their High Church as a Penelope’s web, the type of 
an endless task — ‘ Like Saint Mungo’s Work, it will never be 
finished.’ 

The minster of which we have thus tried to sketch the history 
is undoubtedly a noble work of architecture, though we may 
smile when we hear it spoken of as second only to Salisbury 
among First Pointed cathedrals. It is ^et more memorable 
in its traditions. Ancient story, as we'^have seen, associates 
its site with the first preaching of the faith in Scotland. Here 
the cross was planted, and here Was ground blessed for Christian 
burial by a Christian bishop, while Iona was yet an unkn^n 
island among the western waves, while the promontory of St. 
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Andrews was the haunt of the wild boar and the sea-mew^ and 
only the smoke of a few heathen wigwams ascended from the rock 
of Edinburgh. The ground which St. Ninian hallowed, and St. 
Kentigern chose for the seat of his religion, was honoured also by 
the footsteps of St. Columba, who came hither in pilgrimage from 
his island monastery, singing hymns in honour of the Apostle of 
Strathclyde. With these vestiges of the holy men of old we may 
mingle the associations of ancient romance which attach to the 
spiritual capital and royal tombs of the kingdom of Arthur and 
Merlin, of Aneurin and Taliesin. The edifice which we now 
behold has seen the English Edward prostrate before its high 
altar, and heard his vows at the gloomy shrine of St. Kentigern. 
It witnessed the absolution of Bruce, while the Red Cumyn’s 
blood was scarcely yet dry upon his dagger. Its walls rang with 
exhortations tliat it was better in the eye of heaven to fight for that 
outlawed homicide, than to do battle for the cross in the Holy 
Land. In its vestry were the Bruce^s coronation robes made 
ready in haste ; from its treasury was ‘ the Banner of Scotland ’ 
taken, which waved above the ruined ^ Kaiser-stuhl ’ at Scone^ 
when, with maimed rites and a scanty train, heralds proclaimed him 
* Robert, King of the Scots.’ In a more peaceful age its chapter- 
house and crypt sheltered the infant convocations of the University, 
in which Smith was to teach doctrines that have changed the policy 
of nations, and Watt was to perfect discoveries that have subdued 
the elements to be the ministers of mankind. It has seen a 
King serving at its altars ; for as the Emperor was a canon of 
Cologne, and the French monarch a prebendary of Tours, so 
a Scottish sovereign — the devout and chivalrous King James of 
Floddeii — had a stall in the choir and a seat in the cha})ter of 
Glasgow. Beneath the shadow of its rood-loft, unrestrained by 
the presence of the Patrijirch of Venice, the Primates of Scotland 
— following the example of Canterbury and York in an earlier 
age — have brawled and struggled for precedency, amid the cries 
of their attendants, the rending of cope and surplice, and the 
crash of shivered croziers. John Knox described and may have 
witnessed the tumult ; but his triumph would have been checked 
could he have foreseen that before his own discipline was twenty 
years old the same walls were to witness a riot not less unseemly 
among his own followers — were to hear the clash of steel, to 
see the 'moderator of the presbytery’ plucked by the beard 
from his seat of office — the preacher pulled by the deevi^ in the 
pulpit with a ‘ Come down, sirrah ! ’ — while without bells were 
rung, drums beat, and blood flowed in the streets. Buch^an 
-Hso long Scotland’s greatest name in letters — trod the aisles 
of Glasgow in his youth, and sat a delighted guest at the classic 

table 
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table of Its archbishop. That castle hall was forsaken, the 
desolate cathedral was hastening: to decay, when Buchanan s 
pupil, Andrew Melville, is said to have clamoured for the 
instant destruction of the pile as ‘ a monument of idolatry * whither 
superstitious people ‘ resorted to do their devotion,’ and which by 
reason of its " hug^c vastness ’ was all unsuited for the stern sim- 
plicity of orthodox rites. But the time of the old minster was not 
yet come : the edifice which Melville wished to destroy was re- 
served to be the theatre of the proudest triumph which Melville’s 
disciples ever achieved. Large as are the dimensions of the 
High Church of Strathclyde, they were much too narrow for the 
Ctager multitudes who swarmed around its gates in December, 1638, 
while within Covenanted ministers, and nobles gorged with church 
spoil, were defying their King and excommunicating^heir Bishops. 
It was, perhaps, the greatest confluence of people, says Burnet, 
' that ever met in these parts of Europe, yet a sad sight to see, 
for not a gown was among them all, hut many had swords and 
daggers.’ Baillie, the Covenanted principal of the neighbouring 
College, gives even a fiercer picture of this memorable council. 
‘ We might learn modesty and manners from the Turks or 
pagans’ — he breaks out — *^our rascals, without shame, in great 
numbers make such din and clamour, in the house of the true 
God, that if they used the like behaviour in my chamber, I would 
not be content till they were thrust down stairs.’ Such was the 
characteristic disorder amid which the ‘Jericho of prelacy ’was 
cast down, and ‘the curse of Hiel the Bethelite ’ thundered 
against all who should attempt its rebuilding. But the exultation 
of that day was not to prove lasting. A brief course of fifteen 
years saw the assembly of the Covenanted Kirk invaded by 
theocratic enthusiasts yet wilder than themselves — saw the mem- 
bers marched in silence to the foot of the gallows-tree, and there 
dismissed with an ominous warning of the destiny which awaited 
them should they seek to meet again. Before that scene was 
acted on the Bur^h Moor of Edinburgh, Cromwell had sat in 
the Pligh Church of Glasgow, listening for three hours to the 
impotent railing of Mr. Zachary Boyd, smiling at the impatient 
rage of his captains who spoke of pistolling the preacher, and 
taking a more ingenious revenge by subjecting Mr. Zachary to a 
private homily longer and drearier than his own. Glasgow echoed 
the universal delight which hailed the Jlestoration, yet amid 
that joyous tumult a voice was beard from the depths of her 
cathedral crypt prophesying woe and lamentations — Cargill, the 
rugged confessor of a relentless Covenant, sparing not to denounce 
the faithless King even on the first ' oak-apple day’ of his reign. 
A years pass, and, in the choir above, the low sweet voice of 
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Leighton is heard in those angelic strains of eloquence and de- 
votion which haunted the memory of his hearers to their dying 
day. A few years more, and the cathedral is beset by a surging 
crowd of Cameronians — fanatic wanderers from the hills, whose 
wrath will not tarry for the slow retribution of the law, but who 
are there, at their own hand, to purge the temple of God of ^ the 
prelatical intruders,’ as ' dumb dogs,* ^ Erastians,* " schismatics,’ 
‘Covenant-breakers,’ and ‘soul-murderers.’ Yet a few years 
more, and probably from the pulpits of the minster, as certainly 
from other pulpits in the town, the people are stirred up to 
armed tumult against that union with England which has made 
their little burgh a great and wealthy city, and covered their 
river with the trade of nations. And now, ‘ last scene of all,’ 
after centuries of neglect, the breaches of St. Kentigern’s vene- 
rable High Church ha^e been repaired, and its decayed places 
raised up — it is swept and garnished — those western portals so 
long closed are thrown ftpen. Who, in these days of sudden and 
marvellous mutation, shall say for what or for whom they wait? 

The First Pointed or Early English style passed into the 
Decorated or Middle Pointed by such gentle gradations, that it 
is difficult to mark the change by a date which shall hold gocnl 
in all cases. In England, the year 127’2 has been mostgenerally 
taken, probably because it denotes the beginning of a new reign. 
On like ground the year 1286 may be assumed in Scotland, 
where it marks an epoch of ever calamitous memory — the close 
of a long season of peace without and happiness within, by the 
untimely death of the last Alexander. I'he tide of civilisation 
which had for two centuries flowed northwards without check, 
was now to be stayed — was even to be rollecl back. The learned 
editors of the ^ Ancient Register of Arbroath ’ do not hesitate to 
avow their belief that, " regarding the country only in a material 
p>int of view, it may safely be affirmed tliat Scotland at the death 
of King Alexander 111. was more civilised and more prosperous 
than at any period of her existence, down to the time when she 
ceased to be a separate kingdom in 1707.’ Haifa century be- 
fore this was written, the laborious editor of Wynlown had 
recorded a like confession. Commenting on the ancient lyric in 
which the Scots so long bewailed the death of * the Peaceable 
King/ he acknowledged, that then indeed ‘ the prosperity of 
Scotland suffered a long eclipse : our gold was changed into 
lead;” and our fishermen and merchants into cut-thn)ats and 
plunderersi^ whose only trade was war/ whose precarious and only 
profit was the ruin of their neighbour^/ Such were the effects of 
the dire struggle which closed its first scene on the field of Ban«» 
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nockburn — a victory which, weighed in the balance of the mere 
utilitarian, must be set down as a greater disaster to Scotland 
than the carnage of Flodden or the route of Pinkie Cleuch — 

‘ Pharsalia tanti 

Causa mail : cedant feralia nomina Cannae, 

Et dainnata diu Homanis Allia fastis.’ 

The first note of contest banished every English priest, monk, 
and friar from the northern realm. Its termination was fol- 
lowed by the departure of those great Anglo-Norman lords — the 
flower of the Scottish baronage — who, holding vast possessions 
in both countries, had so long maintained alnong the rude Scot- 
tish hills the generous example of English wealth and refine- 
ment.* Then it was that De la Zouche and De Quincy, Ferrars 
and Talbot, Beaumont and Umfraville, Percy and Wake, Mou- 
bray and Fitz-Warine, Balliol and Cumyn, Hastings and De 
Coursi, ceased to be significant names beyond the Tweed 
— either perishing in that terrible ret'olution, or withdraw- 
ing to their English domains, there to perpetuate in scutcheon 
and pedigree the memory of their rightful claims to many of the 
fairest lordships of Albany, and to much of the reddest blood of 
the north. t 

The consequences of this crisis, so far as regards ecclesiastical 
architecture, were twofold. Henceforth comparatively few build- 
ings arose in the north, and these, with one or two exceptions, 
were on a meaner scale. In the second place, England now 
become an hereditary enemy, no longer supplied models for 
the sacred edifices beyond the Tweed, which received instead the 
impress of the new ally of France. In England, the First Pointed 
was succeeded about 1272 by the Middle Pointed or Decorated, 
which obtained for about a century — being supplanted by the 
Perpendicular or Third Pointed, whose reign, beginning about 
1377, closed only with the Reformation. In Scotland, the Middle 
Pointed may be said to have occupied the whole period between 
the death of King Alexander III. in the end of the thirteenth, 
and the change of religion in the middle of the sixteenth century. 
Until the country was finally thrown into the arms of France on 

It is related, for example, that, about the middle of the twelfth century, Holiert 
de Bruce, lord of Skelton in England and of Annandale in Scotland, bestowed the 
latter domain on his second son — the progenitor of the Scottish Kings. The youth 
returned to Cleveland with a complaint that in his Scotch territory he liad to eat oat^ 
cakes, whereupon the old lord gave him two English manors to find him in wheaten 
loavee. (fldouasticon Anglicaiium, vol. vi. parti, p. 267.) 

f So the three garbs — tlie well known bearing of the great and illustrious house of 
Cumyn— appear on Mr. Pugin's new Homaniit chapel at Cheadle, to mark (he claim 
of the founder, tlie Earl of Shrewsbury, to the representation of the old Lords of 
Botlettoch. 
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the accession of the first Stuart king in 1371, the Middle Pointed 
in the north maintained an English character : after that event 
it gradually assumed a foreign aspect. 

To one or other of these ages of Scottish Middle Pointed, 
we owe the cathedrals of Aberdeen, Fortrose, Lismore, and 
Edinburgh, with portions more or less extensive of Dunkeld, 
Brechin, Elgin, Glasgow, Dunblane, and Iona. The same style 
gave us the conventual churches of Melrose, Sweetheart, St. 
Monan in Fife, the Dominicans at St. Andrews, and the Fran- 
ciscans at Aberdeen and at Stirling, with the gateway and refec- 
tory of Dunfermline, and portions of Holyrood, Balinerino, and 
Paisley. But its chief \Aorks were of less size and humbler 
pretension, as more commensurate with the decaying piety and 
diminished resources of the country — collegiate churches and 
chapels such as Hoslin, Restalrig, Crichton, Dalkeith, Corstor- 
phine, Bothwell, Biggar, Carnwath, Hamilton, Maybole, Ein- 
cluden, Dundee, Crail, Foulis, Seton, Dunglass, the Holy Trinity 
at Edinburgh, St. John’s at Perth, St. Saviour’s at St. Andrews, 
St. Duthac’s at Tain, King’s College at Aberdeen, and the lately 
dejnolished choir of St. Nicholas in the same city. To this style 
also belong a few parochial churches, such as those of Lanark 
and Douglas in Strathclyde ; Haddington, Whitekirk, and Mid- 
calder in Lothian ; Auldbar and St. Vigeans in Angus. 

The most beautiful, not only of the Scottibh temples of this era, 
but of all the northern fanes of whatever time, is Melrose. The 
splendour of Middle Age romance which Scott has thro\v:n around 
the place, has almost obliterated its older and holier renown, 
when it was described by Bede as the home of the meek Eata> 
the prophetic Boisil, the austere Cuthbert — when, with Colding- 
ham and Abercorn and Tyningham, it was the lamp of that 
Anglo-Saxon Lothian which, deriving its own faith from Iona, 
sped the glad gift to many an English province, and even sent 
a missionary across the seas to become the apostle of the Austra- 
sie^n tribes on the Meuse, the Waal, and the Rhine. The light 
of Melrose had long been quenched, when in the middle of the 
twelfth century St. David bestowed the territory on a colony of 
white-robed Cistercians from Rievaux. The site of the ancient 
shrine, on a lovely bank almost encircled by the Tweed, was still 
marked by a chapel, which bore the name of St. Cuthbert, and 
was the frequent resort of pilgrims. But the new monks chose 
their dwelling some little distance above, on the plain between 
the river and the skirts of ' Eildon’s triple height.* They dug 
the foundations of their church in the spring of 1136, and it was 
consecrated before the summer of 1146 was at an end. This 
fabric was laid in. ruins during the Wars of the Succession — the 
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scourge of which fell so heavy on the Border abbeys, that the 
ninnks and novices of wealthy Kelso, though their house escaped 
destruction, were driven to beg food and clothing among the more 
fortunate monasteries remote from the English march. The 
rebuilding of Melrose, as we now see it, received the especial 
patronage of Bruce, and occupied almost his latest thoughts. In 
132r) he made a grant to the monastery, for the fabric of its 
new church, of all the feudal casualties and crown issues of 
Tevioldale, until they should amount to two thousand pounds 
sterling — a sum equal to more than fifty thousand pounds in the 
present day. ' The Good Sir James of Douglas’ was appointed 
steward and warden of the bequest; and the King, from his 
deathbed at Cardross on the Clyde, addressed a letter to his son 
and successor, entreating him, in the tenderest terms and by the 
inost solemn adjurations, to see that the grAnt received liberal 
fulfilment, and that ' all love, honour, and privilege be rendered 
for evermore to the monastery of Melrose, which he himself had 
in such pious affection, that he had appointed his heart to be buried 
within its walls.* This remarkable letter was written on the 11th 
of May, and the king expired on the 7th of June, 1329 ; so that it 
must have been suddenly and in the last stages of his loathsome 
malady that the innocent blood of Cumyn and the unfulfilled vow 
of penance rose before his soul, and he resolved that his dead heart 
should be borne by the Knight of Douglas on that pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land which his living feet had failed to accomplish. But the 
memorable death of the Good Sir James frustrated the King's 
dying wish; and the heart, brought back from the Andalusian 
battle-field, was by Randolph entombed at Melrose ^wilh great 
worship.’ The new building seems for a time to have proceeded 
slowly. The grant of King Robert was renewed by David II. 
in 1370, in terms which show that no considerable portion of 
the two thousand pounds had then been received ; and, indeed, 
it appears that the full amount of the bequest had not been 
completed even in 1399. Great part of the edifice, however, 
must have been built before that time, by the 'lielp doubtless of 
the opulent revenues which the abbey enjoyed from other sources. 
The character of its architecture — graceful symmetry, lavish pro- 
fusion of ornament, exquisite delicacy of workmanship— has been 
familiar to every one since the publication of the Lay'oftbc 
Last Minstrel, which presents the structure inclines so admi- 
rably true, that they have passed as definitions into the hand- 
books of the ecclesiologists. It is less generally remembered that 
during most j)art of the century in which this glory of Scottish 
art was built, Teviotdale was an English county, and the monks 
of Melrose were liegemen of the English king. 
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Of the few northern cathedrals of the Decorated age, the finest 
was that of St. Peter and St. Boniface at Rosmarky or Fortrose. 
Mr. Neale dilates with enthusiasm on ‘the once glorious’ minster 
of the bisiiops of Ross. ' The style,’ he says, * is the purest and 
most elaborate Middle Pointed; and the whole church, though 
probably not 120 feet long, must have been an architectural gem 
of the very first description. The exquisite beauty of the mould- 
ings shows that in whatever other respect these remote parts of 
Scotland were barbarous, in ecclesiology at least they were on a 
par with any other branch of the Medizeval church.’ 

The larger but less ornate cathedral of St. Machar at Aber- 
deen was begun in 1366. The dean and chapter — Barbour, the 
venerable poet of the Bruce, being one of the dignitaries — taxed 
themselves for the fabric in sixty pounds annually for ten years ; 
the bishop surrendered certain revenues which were worth probably 
about twice that sum; and the Pope in 1380 made a liberal grant 
of indulgences to all the faithful who should stretch forth a help- 
ing arm to the work. But all these appliances availed only to 
raise the foundations of the nave a few feet above ground. Forty 
years passed before Bishop Henry Leighton (1422-1440) reared 
the two western towers, completed the walls of the nave, and 
founded the northern transept. His successor, Bishop Lindsay 
(1441-1459), paved and roofed the edifice. It was glazed by 
Bishop Spens (1459-1480). The pious Elphinstone (1487- 
151 4) — one of those prelates who in their munificent acts and their 
laborious and saintly lives showed to the Scottish church, in her 
corruption and decay, the glorious image of her youth — built the 
great central tower and wooden spire, provided the great bells, 
and covered the roofs of nave, aisles, and transept with lead. 
Bishop Gawin Dunbar (1519-1531) — a meet successor to El- 
phinstonc — built the southern transept, and gave to the nave the 
flat ceiling of panelled oak which still remjiins, with its eight- 
and-forty shields, glittering with the heraldries of the Pope, the 
Emperor, St. Margaret, the Kings and Princes of Christendom, 
the Bishops and4be Earls of Scotland. Tiie choir seems never 
to have been finished ; and of the transepts, only the foundations 
now remain. The nave is nearly perfect ; and its western front, 
built of the obdurate granite of the country, is stately in the severe 
symmetry of its simple design. , 

Dunkeld — reposing on the' margin of the majestic Tay, in 
the deep bosom of wood, crag, and mountain — was early chosen 
as a religious home. Both St. Columba and St. Cuthbert 
appear in its traditions; it seems to have preceded St. Andrews 
as the seat of the primate or * High Bishop' of Albany; and it 
could boast that among its lay-abbots in the eleventh century was 

numbered 
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numbered the progenitor of a race of Kings. The annals of the 
modern cathedral are not free from perplexity. The piers of 
the nave seem Romanesque ; and the pier-arches, the triforium, 
and the clerestory seem First Pointed ; yet. we are told by the 
Abbot of Cambuskennelh, writing the history of the see early in 
the sixteenth century, that the foundations of the nave were laid 
in 1406 by Bishop Robert of Cardeny, who carried the work as 
high as the second tier of arches ^commonly called the blind 
story,’ — leaving its completion to Bishop Lauder, by whom the 
cathedral was dedicated in 1464. Commending the diflficulty 
which these statements raise to the judgment of the 'Oxford 
Architectural ’ and the * Cambridge Camden ’ societies, we pass 
to the aisle-less choir, built between 1318 and 1337 by ' Master 
Robert the mason,’ during the pontificate of William de Sat,pt 
Clair, that stout warrior whom Bruce is said to have styled 
own bishop.’ The great eastern window was filled with coloured 
glass by John of Peebles, who ruled the see from 1377 to 1306. 
The rest of the choir was glazed by his successor, who died in 
1437. Bishop Lauder built the great tower and the chapter- 
house between 1470 and 1477. In the latter year the diocesan 
synod was held at Dunkeld for the first time, the clergy hitherto 
having been compelled, by terror of the Highland ‘ catheran,* to 
meet in the church of the Friars of Mount Carmel at Tullilum, 
under the walls of Perth. But a few years before, ah Athol 
chief burst into the cathedral on the solemn festival <)f Pentecost, 
and the Bishop, who was celebrating high mass, only escaped 
the swords and arrows of the Clan Donnoquhy by clambering 
to the rafters of the choir. This minster was the scene of vio- 
lence to the last. When the most illustrious of its prelates, 
Gawin Douglas — he who 

' in a barbarous age 

Gave to rude Scotland Virgil’s page ’ — 

came to take possession of his throne in 1516, he was opposed 
by a shower of shot from the cathedral tower and bishop’s palace ; 
and it was not until the power of his still mightf house had been 
gathered from Fife and Angus, that he obtained access to his 
church — 'thanks to the intercession of St. Columba,’ says the 
chronicle, 'without loss of life or limb.’ 

> The cathedral of St. Moluac, at Lismore— the seat of the 
bishops of a diocese which was dismembered from Dunkeld in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century — is perhaps the hum- 
blest in Britain. The High Church of Argyll is less than sixty 
feet in length by thirty in breadth ; it has no aisles, and seems to 
have bad ndther transepts nor nave. Contrasted with this small 
rude fane, the conventual church of Iona— which about the end 
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of the fifteenth century became also the cathedral of the restored 
Scottish diocese of the Isles — will appear magnificent, though 
otherwise it is little likely to answer the expectations raised by so 
great a name. It is cruciform, but without aisles ; and the struc- 
ture, which probably never was highly elaborated, has been so 
battered and repaired, that, if we except some curious capitals, 
and the tracery of the windows in the central tower, not much is 
left to requite the pilgrimage of the mere architectural antiquary. 
Modern change has deformed the little cathedral of Brechin, but 
the north-western tovyer and spire of the middle of the fourteenth, 
and the western window of the middle of the fifteenth century, 
have fortunately escaped. The hand of innovation has made still 
more free with the collegiate church of St. Giles, at Edinburgh, 
w^;ch, in 1633, became the cathedral of the new diocese erected 
bj^King Charles for the greatest of the Scottish divines of the great 
Caroline school — the learned and pious William Forbes. Except 
the beautiful lantern and the interior of the choir, little or nothing 
remains which we can associate with the memorable things seen 
or heard by the old walls of the High Church of the Scottish 
capital — Knox preaching ^as if he would ding the pulpit in blads 
and fly out of it^ — th^ tumult of the ‘ Octavians’ in 1596, shout- 
ing for the * sword of the Lord and of Gideon ^ to do justice on 
that ^ wicked Haman,’ as they styled poor King James of timo- 
rous and pedcintic memory — the tempest of curses and lamenta- 
tions, the wringing of hands and throwing of bibles and fald-stools 
with which the serving-wenches and Puritan gentlewomen of Edin- 
burgh assailed the Book of Common Prayer in 1637 — the captivity 
of Haddo, the proto-martyr of loyalty in the north — the funerals 
of Montrose, the most illustrious of the many brave and noble 
hearts sacrificed to appease a Covenant whose assemblies ana- 
thematized toleration as a heresy and deadly sin, whose ministers 
clamoured with Rutherford for ^the exercising of justice against 
bloody malignants,’ or with Nevay thundeied the judgment which 
befel Sa'ul upon all who should sheathe the sword until they ^ had 
utterly destroyed *the Amalekites.^ 

It i|^ in the collegiate churches — which belong with scarcely an 
exception to the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
turies — that French characteristics arc most strongly developed. 
Polygonal or three-sided apses are almost universal ; doubU 
doorways, with flattened heads enclosed within a pointed arch, are 
numerous; battlements are comparatively rare, and graduated 
gables or ^ corby steps ’ are frequent ; there are not a few instances 
of ' gabled* or * saddle-back* towers ; and the tracery of the win- 
dows partakes more or less of the Flamboyant. The church of 
St. Mfichael at Linlithgow — the scene of the apparition that 
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warned King James IV. against the war of Flodden* — is a large 
and fine example^ though less foreign in its aspect than others of 
more recent date. It was built to replace a church consecrated 
in 1242, and burned down in 1424 ; and a glance at Mr. Billings' 
view of the south elevation will suffice to show how widely the 
style differs from that which prevailed in England in the same 
age. The western tower formerly rose into an imperial crown, 
supported on flying buttresses, such as still surmounts the cathe- 
dral of St. Giles at Edinburgh, the tower of King’s College at 
Aberdeen (built about 1515, rebuilt about 1036, at the cost of 
more than ten thousand marks), the Cross of Tol booth steeple at 
Glasgow (built about 1628), and such as at one time surmounted 
the central tower of the parish church of Haddington (built with 
the rich choir about 1462). Of this kind of lantern only one ex- 
ample is known in England — that which, far excelling any of 
those in the north, crow ns the tower of the church of St. Nicholas 
at Newcastle. 

It is fortunate that Mr. Billings turned his attention betimes to 
the collegiate church of the Holy Trinity at Edinburgh. Tliis 
fine fragment — founded about 1461 by Mary of Gueldres, the 
widowed consort of King James II. — was^Dulled down only last 
summer to give wdder room for a railway station I I’he plan of 
the building contemplated a choir and nave, with aisles to both, 
transepts, and a central tower; but no part of the nave was built, 
and the tower was never carried above the roof of the transepts. 
It is remarkable that most of the collegiate churches of the north 
were left in like unfinished state ; in some instances the choir 
only has been built, in others a transept has been added, a tower 
completed or raised to half its height; but rarely indeed has the 
pile been made perfect in all its parts. It seems as if the grudg- 
ing piety of a declining age grew weary before the humble works 
to which it aspired could be accomplished. Even Roslin — though 
sumptuous to excess in the multitude and labour of its decorations 
— will not altogether escape this censure. Of the design for which 
Sir William of Saint Clair, Earl of Orkney, is said to have brought 
an architect from Italy in 1446, only a third part was excj|^uted. 

The Scottish antiquaries have failed to observe lliat this passage, one of tlie most 
picturesque in their later chronicles, is little more than a copy from an incident which 
L recorded by the Knglish annalists as having befallen King Henry II. in the chapel 
^ St. Piran, at CardiflT. Let the Scottish vision, as described in tlie text and notes 
of Marmion (cant, iv., stt. xiv.-xvii.), be compared with the English, as narrated by 
Higden (Twysd. X. Script, col. 2396), and at more length by Giraldiis Cambretisis, 
ill no fewer than three of bis worki>~his Hibernia Expngnata (lib. i., cap. xxxis«)t 
his Itinerarium Camhriso (lib. i. cap. vi.), and his recently printed * l)e lustructione 
I^incipuiii * 0*1’- Ik cap. xii.). That the story was well known in the north in the 
middle of the fourteenth century, is siiown by the allusion made to it in the * Scalacronica* 
(p. 43) of Sir Thomas Gray, of Heton, in Northumberland. 
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and that is in a style so impure that the costly interior is a thing 
as much to marvel at as to admire, while the exterior* Is allo- 
gether wanting in effect. Among the few complete collegiate 
churches of the Middle Pointed age, are those of Corstorphlne 
(about 1430), Easter Foulis (about 1442), St. Salvator at St. 
Andrews (about 1456), St. Duthac at Tain (about 1481), King’s 
College at Aberdeen (founded in 1.500), St. John at Perth, and 
St. Mary at Dundee. The last two have been ^ restored,’ but 
not without questionable changes. The tower at Dundee — almost 
the only thing of that kind in Scotland which lays claim to much 
notice — is thoroughly foreign in its character ; and, as has been 
remarked, it is ‘ more like the tower of a Hotel de Ville than of a 
church.* We arc not left to infer the influence which France 
exercised upon Scottish architecture merely from the similarity or 
identity of style : we have record of Frenchmen who had over- 
sight of the chief temples of the north. A rhymed inscription 
on the south transept of Melrose relates that John Murdo, ‘ born 
in Parys certaynely,’ had the charge of St. Andrews, Glasgow, 
Melrose, Paisley, and the abbeys in Nithsdale and Galloway. 

The inexhaustible faculty of excuse which we see painted 
in the old domestic of Ravenswood, is more characteristic of the 
Scots as a nation than Sir Walter perhaps would have been alto- 
gether ready to confess. Thus, for several centuries, the invasion 
of King Edward I. was their never-failing apology for the absence 
of every sort of chronicle, record, and diploma, which — as Caleb 
Balderston said of the * silver plate, napery and plenishing,’ 
vainly looked for by strangers at Wolfscrag — ‘ they should have, 
but had not.* That pretext has been exploded ; and it begins 
now to be acknowledged that the muniments, of which the lo^s 
was so long deplored, never had any existence. But John 
Knox is still put forward as the cause why Scotland has so little 
to show of old ecclesiastical grandeur. That the rough and 
turbulent Reformer was the immediate, though perhaps the un- 
willing, means or^^estroying a few churches, and that his system 
indire^y wrought the ruin of inatl^ more, is undeniable ; but the 
paucity of ancient religious edifices in the north, and the melan- 
choly state in which we behold them, must be accounted for on 
other grounds. ^ j 

There is no reason to suppose that the number gf stately parish 
churches in Scotland was ever considerable. Except in a few 
prqvinces, the manors — which, os in England, were so often con- 
terminous with the parishes — were large, and many of the great 
lords hdd whole regions of the country. These might be templed 
to build a decent structure for the parish of their residence, bat 
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could care little for the religious fabrics of districts which they 
saw perhaps only once a year, when they gathered their vassals to 
the hunt, or held their barons’ courts in the open air, on the 
' moot-hill/ or within the circle of standing stones.’ The curse 
of impropriations too was heavy on Scotland. The abbeys 
possessed vast numbers of churches in all the corners of the land, 
and they grudged every penny of tithe which was diverted from 
their treasury to the uses of the parish. Even where the benefice 
continued free, and the landowners were resident, the poverty 
which prevailed from the beginning of the fourteenth cen- 
tury must in general have prevented the erection of any very 
aml3itious edifice. We have a fervid description of the beauty of 
the chancel of Dollar in Clackmannanshire, in 1336, but the 
chronicle does not conceal that the building was only of hewn 
oak. We know that at the same date the chancel of Edrom, in 
the Merse, was thatched with straw. Nor does there appear 
cause to believe that the great mass of the parish churches were 
in much better state, either in that age or until long after the 
Reformation. , Nor will this account of Scottish churches give 
any surprise, when we read in the IIand-l)ook of English Eccle- 
siologv that, in North Wales, ^a large proportion of the churches 
resemble barns or cottages rather than churches;’ that in Lan- 
cashire ' a church of a date anterior to the Heforination may be 
looked on as a rarity that in Durham ‘ the original churches 
are comparatively few, from the parishes being of great extent, 
and the large tracts formerly uninhabited that in North um her- 
land ^ the churches are not numerous;’ and that in Cumberland 
* most of the churches are rude and humble structures.’ 

The Scottish monasteries were stiil unscathed long after the 
English houses, in the phrase of Burke, had been ‘ vi)luntarily 
surrendered to the King by the lawful proprietors, with the gibbet 
at their door.’ The Russells were in Woburn, and Malmesbury 
was a weaver’s shop, before a shrine was pillaged at St. Andrews 
or a tomb violated at Dunfermline. The first blow at the abbeys 
of the north was struck by the same Defender^of the Faith who 
spoiled the southern convents. Henry vainly counselled his^ephew 
James to follow the example of ^ the dissolution of the monas* 
teries;’ but he succeeded by his agents in stirring up the mob of 
4* Dundfce to destroy the Dominican and Franciscan friaries in that 
town, to sack Lindores, and to make an attempt upon Arbroath 
— a house doubly hateful to the English monarch as the possession 
of a great living adversary. Cardinal Betune, and as a monument 
of the renown of that dead enemy, whose bones he burned, whose 
name he struck from the calendar — St. Thomas of Canterbury. 
The tumult of Dundee was in the autumn of 1543; and in the 
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lolIo\vin<2f springs and summer Henry despatched an army to the 
north which g:ave Melrose, Kelso, Dry burgh, Jedburgh, Eccles, 
Newbottle, Ilolyrood, and Haddington to the flames, with many 
a collegiate and parish church in Lothian, the Merse, and Teviot- 
dale. Great as Was the havoc then made, it fell far short of 
Henry’s wishes, for he had his heart set upon the. destruction of 
Arbroath, and gave injunction that St. Andrews should be razed 
to the earth, 'so as the upper stone may be the nether, and not 
one stick stand by another, sparing no creature alive within the 
same.’ 

It was not until fifteen years after these things that the full tide 
of the RefornKition broke upon the Scottish shore. The shock 
was fierce, but its fury has been gn^tly exaggerated. It does 
not appear that the example set by England was much, if at all, 
exceeded, cxcejit in so far as that what was performed in the 
south chiefly by ro^al command, was accomplished in the north 
partly by lawless violence, partly by doubtful or defective authority. 
If Knox urged that ' to drive the rooks away, you must pull down 
the nests,’* Henry VIII. had long before quoted the same adage 
for the same purpose. If Knox, at Perth and St. Andrews, 
preached violently or coarsely against image-worship, Queen 
Elizabeth appointed a scarcely less vehement ‘ Homily against 
Peril of Idolatry ’ to be read in every parish church of her realm. 
If, stirred^ up by Knox’s sermons, the ‘rascal multitude,’ as he 
styled them, broke down shrine and statue, chantry and chapel, 
the English mob had done the same in the early years of Ed- 
ward VI., and the w^ork of demolition had been completed by 
the formal authority of that prince and his successor. If in driving 
out the friars and monks many acts of barbarity were done by 
Knox or by his followers, let it be remembered that Southey has 
written of 'the reckless destruction’ of the English monasteries, 

' that, as it remains a lasting and inefl’aceable reproach upon those 
who partook the plunder, or permitted it, so would it be a stain 
upon the national character, if jnen, when they break loose from 
restraint, were not everywhere the same.’ If Mr. Riddell and 
the modern Scottish antiquaries bewail the turbulence of Knox as 
the cause of the lamentable destruction of Scottish records, let 
them read what Bale and Fuller, Anthony Wood and ^enry 

** Spottiswoocle speaks doubtfully of this as a mere report, adding that the * words 
{if any mch did escape him) were to be understood of the cloisters of monks and friars 
only,’ The story is told by Drnnnuoud of Hawthornden (MSS. Bibl. Soc. Ant. Scx)t.) 
with a retort which is worth preserving : * George Buchanan said to John Knox, when 
he wotild have had the kirks razed, hy the simile, y Cut the trees and the crows will 
build uo more,’* — "And if ye had rent youV breeches, John, whether would you throw 
them in the (ire, or cause clout them? Whether would you go naked, or abide their 
mending f” ’ The original gives the point somewhat more broadly. 
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Wharton have written of the manuscript treasures which perished 
in the English Reformation. 

The received tradition of the indiscriminating havoc to which 
Knox and his fellow-preachers excited the Scottish populace, in- 
volves two grave" mistakes in matter of history. It invests the 
early Reformers with an ascendancy over the national mind which 
they did not possess ; it attributes to them a measure of Puritanical 
fanaticism which was the growth of a later generation. 

It is impossible to look into any series of Scottish records of 
that time without meeting evidence that the doctrine and disci- 
pline of the Reformers, for many years after their legal establish- 
ment, had but a partial and insecure footing in Scotland. Not- 
withstanding the terrible penalties by which they were intrenched 
in the statute-book, perhaps their chief support was derived from 
the able and energetic counsellors of Elizabeth of England. 
Knox, the fancied idol of the mob, appears as the frequent butt 
of popular slander and scurrility. Thirty years after the Refor- 
mation, his disciples had been unable to plant ministers in half 
the parish churches. The adherents of the old faith counted 
numbers or influence everywhere, and predominated in most parts 
of the Highlands and Isles, in the whole region north of the Dee, 
in Angus, in Nithsdale, and in part of Galloway. So obstinately 
did the ancient rites linger in the affection of the people, that the 
Parliament in 1581 had to forbid, by severe penalties, pilgrimages 
to chapels, wells, and crosses, church-wakes and holid&ys, singing 
of carols and lighting of bonfires. For more than half a century 
the Kirk continued to launch her thunders against pilgrimages 
to some of the more famous shrines; and even so lately as J775 
the historian of Murray complained .that to ‘the chapel of Our 
Lady of Grace’ on the Spey, 'multitudes, even from the Western 
Isles, do still resort, and nothing short of violence can restrain 
their superstition.* In 1594 'the Popish Earls’ of the north 
defeated in pitched battle the forces of the Protestant west. 
The victory was celebrated by the last high mass which was sung 
in the cathedral of Elgin. In tHI south, in 1580, a few Benedic- 
tines' of Dunfermline, with doors bolted and barred, kept watch 
in their choir by the shrinea^)f St, Margaret and St. David, the 
sepulchres of Bruce and Randolph. Twenty years later, mass 
was oglienly performed in many parish churches of the north, and 
Jesuits disputed with the Reformed preachers. Even in the 
Westland shires, in 1626, Paisley was such a ' nest of papists’ that 
its Jenny Geddeses rose in tumult, and with insult and execration 
drove from the town a grave Protestant divine — Boyd of Trooh- 
rig, a name famous not only in Scotland, but among the French 
Huguenots— ^ who attempted to establish himself as a preacher in 
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the abbey. These instances, which it were easy to multiply, may 
serve to show that even if Knox had traversed the realm from 
side to side, preaching destruction to the cathedral and abbey 
churches, his exhortations would in most places have fallen on 
deaf ears. 

But in truth the Scottish Reformer desired no such sweeping 
demolition. His ' First Book of Discipline ’ — the scheme of 
ecclesiastical polity which was tendered for the approbation of the 
State in 1560 — provided for the maintenance of all the cathedral, 
conventual, and collegiate churches and chapels, which were at 
the same time parish churches. The qualification extended to the 
great majority of the noblest structures in the land. The orders, 
issued in 1560 for the burning of images and removal of altars, 
strictly enjoined that no harm should be done to the churches 
in glass-work or iron-work, in stall, door, or window. In the 
second year of her existence, the Kirk prevailed with the State to 
pass Jin act for * upholding and repairing {farish churches,’ and 
her efforts to enforce the statute were unceasing. In 1570 she 
proceeded against the cominendator of Holyrood for allowing his 
abbey church to become ruinous, and for suffering some of the 
parish churches in his patronage to be turned into sheep-folds. 
In 1571 she instructed certain commissioners to deal with the 
Stale * for preservation and upholding ^ of the cathedral of Glas- 
gow. Knox was present when these instructions were given : 
only two months before he had recorded his emphatic approbation 
of a sermon by one of his colleagues, inveighing against ‘ the 
foul deformity and desolation of the kirks and temples, which, 
more like sheep-cots than the house of God,’ argued that there 
was no ‘ right religion in most part of the realm.* The ‘ upholding 
of cathedral kirks which are parish kirks’ was again before the 
General Assembly in 1573, when the existing laws were ordered 
to be enforced, until more effective provisions should Jje enacted 
by the Parliament. In 1588 the Kirk appealed to the King, 
demanding that he should i^rpose to avert the ruin which 
threatened Glasgow, Dunfermline, and Dunblane. It would be 
superfluous after all this to refute^ l^e story that the cathedral of 
Glasgow was only saved from KnoSf and his mob by the arms of 
the honest craftsmen of the city. The legend, in its first and 
only ancient form, is placed not in 1559, but in 1578 — is ftld not 
of John Knox, but of Andrew Melville. Evew of him it can 
scarcely be true. That he may have urged that the large sums in 
which the citizens (much to their credit), taxed themselves for 
repairing their High Church, might be befler applied in build- 
ing new churches on the Genevan model, we can readily 
believe; but if he had carried the matter so^far as has been 
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pretended, there must have been trace of it in some contempo- 
rary record. « 

What, then, are the causes why the wreck of ecclesiastical 
buildings has been so much more general in Scotland than in 
England? One obvious reason is the rejection of the episcopate, 
depriving the cathedrals of their natural guardians and the reve- 
nues set aj)art of old for their preservation. Nor should it be 
forgotten that in the south some of the grandest of the conventual 
churches were rescued, or have been upheld, by their conversion 
into cathedrals of newly erected sees. But there was np such 
happy accident of relbnnation in the north — no churchman to 
devise or prince to perforin for Holyrood and Melrose what 
Cranmer and Henry accomplished for Westminster and Peter- 
borough. In some cases — as in Aberdeen and Elgin — the neces- 
sities of the Scottish Slate, by stripping the roofs of their lead, 
accelerated the work of decay. A clan feud ruined one cathedral 
— that of Dornoch, which was given to the flames during a war 
between the Murrays and the Mackays in 1570. We have enu- 
merated the abbeys of Lothian and the Border which were burned# 
in the English invasion of 1544: they were never repaired. In 
western Cunningham, Kilwinning survived to 1591; in northern 
Murray, Kinloss was ruined only by the fall of the spire in 1574. 
The homes of the old religion were still guarded in their desolation 
by the memory of their former sanctity, and by terror of the fate 
which, in popular belief, awaited their sacrilegious destroyers. 
This feeling was not confined to the followers of tlie fallen 
hierarchy. Knox himself had solemnly denounced the vengeance 
of God upon the ^ merciless devourers of the patrimony of the 
kirk;’ and it w^as not until 1591 that his disciples began to com- 
plain that 'sacrilege was esteemed no sin.’ Alas! within half a 
century they themselves, however unwittingly, were found acting 
on the very opinion which they had condemned — making common 
cause agaih^t the King and the Bishops, with those ' merciless 
devourers’ of ecclesiastical fipoil whom Knox had adjured them 
to shun and resist. ^ 

The ill-starred Covenant w aj^p o sooner called into being than 
its wrath fell upon the abbey|||pSH cathedrals. The purgation to 
which these had been subjected at the Reformation by Knox and 
Murray was not sufficient for the wilder Puritanism of Henderson 
and Argyll, and stringent edicts went forth for the destruction 
of all ^ idolatrous monuments.’ Then it was that the niches of 
Melrose were emptied of their statues of prince and prelate — that 
the sculptured pillar'll Ruthwell was broken in three — that the 
i^nod of Arg;^l was let loose upon Iona, to cast its monuments 
into thf^sea and its manuscripts into the41arnes — that the mag* 

nificent 



151 


Scottish Abbeys and Cathedrals. 

nificent rood-screen of and the stately altar-screen of 

AJjjerdeon were hewn in pieces — and that in the city of Jameson, 
'the Scottish Vandyke,* a portrait of an old mayor or provost 
was ordered to be removed from the vestry, where it had hung for 
nearly two centuries, as ' savouring somewhat of popery.’ We 
have no journal of any of the northern 'Will Dowsings * who 
executed these outrages, but some of the memoirs of the time 
show us how they went to work. Here is an account by honest 
Spalding, an eye-witness of their doings at Elgin; we modernise 
the spelling, and slightly abridge the phraseology : — 

‘ Monday the 28th December 1640. Mr. Gilbert Eoss minister 
at Elgin, the young Laird Innes, tlie Laird llrodie, and some others, 
broke down the timber ])artition-waII dividing tlie kirk of Elgin 
from tlie choir, whieli had stood since the Eeformation. On the west 
side was painted in excellent colours, illuminated witli stars of bright 
gold, the Cnicifixhm of our blessed Saviour. Tliis piece was so ex- 
cellently done, that the colours and stars never faded or vanished, but 
kept fresh and sound as they were at the beginhing, notwitlistanding 
the kiik wanted the roof since the Eeformation, and no whole window 
®iereintill, to save the; same from storm, snow, sleet, nor wet, which 
myself saw. And, marvellous to consider, on the other side, towards 
the east, was drawn the Day of Judgment. All is tlirown to the 
ground. It was said tliis minister eaiised bring home to his house 
the timber, and burn the same, but each night tlie lire went out: 
wtiereat the servants and others marvelled, and the minister left off to 
burn any mure of that timber. A great boldness, without warrant 
of the King, to destroy churches at that rate ! Yet it is done at com- 
mand of the Assembly.’ 

Wc learn from a pleasant volume of ^ Memoirs of the Family of 
Rose of Kilravock,’ edited for the Spalding Club by Mr. Cosmo 
Innes, that the spoils of the rood-loft of Elgin were applied to 
introduce the aboiniiialion of a gallery in a neighbouring parish 
church. The rere-dos of the high altar at Aberdeen — ‘matchless 
within all the kirks of Scotland’ — was turned to the same base 
use. We again quote from Spalding : — 

‘Upon the 16th of Decern berf^ 642,’ Dr. Guild and Mr. William 
Strachan, our minister, began the^^wn taking of the back of the 
high altar upon the ea.st wall of Gawiii l3unbar’s aisle, as high 

near as the ceiling, curiously wrou^i^f fine wainscot, so that within 
Scotland there was not a better wrought piece. It is said the crafts- 
man would not put his liand to the down taking, till our minister laid 
first hand thereto, which he did, and then the wor||f began. And in 
down taking of one of the tliree timber crowns, which they thought to 
have gotten down whole ^nd unbroken, it fell suddenly upon the 
kirk’s great ladder, broke it in three pieces, atid itself all in blads, and 
broke some pavement with the weight thereof. No# our minister 
devised a loft, going athwart the cliurch south and norths wjneh took 
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away the stately sight and glorious show of the body of the whdle 
kirk ; and with this back of the altar he decored this beastly loft.’ 

The iconoclasts of the Covenant had scarcely done their work, 
when they were succeeded by yet more ruthless spoilers-*- those 
troopers of Cromwell whom Mr. Macaulay represents as so dis- 
tinguished by ^austere morality and the fear of God,’ that ^ no 
oath w’as heard, no drunkenness seen* among them, no insult 
offered to ^ the honour of woman,’ no ‘ rough gallantry complained 
of by any servant-girl/ but who appear in the sober police- sheets 
of the kirk-session registers as spreading debauchery through the 
Scottish glens and hamlets, and teaching the Scottish cities and 
seaports new excesses of licentiousness. These gifted Puritans 
stabled their steeds in the parish churches, and made cathedrals 
and abbeys their quarries for building forts over which they 
planted the banner of ‘Emmanuel.’ To raise the walls of their 
garrison at Inverness, they ruined the beautiful High Church of 
Ross, and completed the wreck of that Cistercian monastery of 
Kinloss, which, in the last corrupt days of the Scottish church, 
had been hallowed by native piety.^d munificence, and adornc<^ 
by the arts and learning of Italy and France, They made an 
arsenal of the venerable church of St. John at Ayr, within the 
walls of which Bruce had held his parliament. They turned 
the chapel of St. Ninian at Aberdeen into a barrack, and fortified 
it with ramparts of stone torn from the buttresses of the cathe- 
dral and the ruins of the bishop’s palace. Monuments which 
national pride had spared amid the ravages of the Covenant, 
found no mercy from alien sectaries, who defaced the sepulchre 
of the Good Sir James of Douglas, because he had been ‘an 
enemy to the English nation,’ and English mothers, three cen- 
turies before, had stilled their children with the terror of his 
name. 

Had the work of devastation and decay been stayed even at 
this late period, the ecclesiologist would not have had to mourn 
over Scotland as the barren waste which she now is. It needs 
but a glance at the books of lopo|^aphy of the end of the seven- 
teenth and beginning of the ei^teenth centuries, to see how much 
has perished since that time^^Tt was not until after the Revo- 
lution that the central spire of Aberdeen — undermined thirty 
years before by Cromwell’s soldiers— gave way, crushing the 
transepts in its fall. The great tower of Elgin outlived the 
Union : it fell on an Easter morning, and so completed the ruin 
of that magnificent church, within the ^oir and towers of wiiich, 
still brilliant with ancient fresco or distemper, disciples of the 
old worship wt^re wont to assemble in the middle of the previous 
century. All feeling of awe or revereifce bad now vanished 
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fftin the minds of the people, and the ecclesiastical ruins were 
sppilcd without compunction or remorse. If a congregation had 
taken shelter in some aisle or transept of a huge conventual or 
cathedral pile, down went choir or nave to keep their little place 
of meeting in repair. Nor was this all, or the worst. Melrose 
supplied materials for building a tolbootU and mending a mill. 
Kelso was turned into a jail. Arbroath was fanned out as a 
common quarry. Tungland, whose flying abbot still lives in the 
satire of Dunbar, became a prey to ^the pilfering spirit of the 
country people.’ So it was also at Glenluce, at Inchaffray, at 
Urquhart — everywhere. Even where churches remained entire, 
and might have endured for ages, they were in many cases 
wantonly pulled down by unconscious town-councils or unre- 
flecting ' heritors,’ to make way for new buildings more accordant 
internally with the favourite type of a big lecture-room, more 
congenial externally to the prevailing fashion of the day — that 
fashion now copying the deformity of a gigantic barn, now aping 
the graces of a classic temple, now running to seed in that 
Ji)ristling conglomeration of j^nnacles which seems to be the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of ^Modern Scotch Gothic.’ 

The history of ecclesiastical architecture in the north may be 
said to cease at the Reformation. The restoration of the episco- 
pate in 1610 was followed in some parts of the country by the 
erection of a few parish churches, but in a style so mean as to pos- 
sess scarcely any character. The ‘ Kirk of Alloway,’ for which 
Burns’ spirited tale secured a niche in Grose, is a favourable 
example of the class. The Primate Spottiswoode endeavoured 
to introduce a higher type, by building at Dairsie in Fife ‘ a 
church after the English form.’ We know it only in the imperfect 
representations to be found in Sibbald and Swan, which do not 
say much for its merit ; but assuredly it should have a place in 
Mr. Billings’ work, were it only to show us what a Scottish 
archbishop considered to be the model for an English church in 
1622. Of the debased style-^a strange mixture of Gothic and 
classic features — which prevailed a few years later, the Tron 
Kirk at Edinburgh and the chapel of Heriot’s Hospital 
are familiar examples. Classic types predominated during the 
dreary eighteenth century; but one interior of this era may 
be mentioned with praise — the design which Qibbs, the archi- 
tect of St. Martin’s-in-the- Fields, contributed "tor the erection 
of the West Kirk in his^tive city of Aberdeen. There was 
a return to Gothic forin#loon after the beginning of the pre- 
sent century, but it is unfortunate for Scotland that so many 
of her most ambition! efibrts in this style were made when 

there 
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there had been little progress in its scientific study. Tl^ 
Episcopal church of St. John the Evangelist at Edinburgh 
avoided the sin of a gallery — 'that beastly loft’ is dovvnriglit 
Spalding’s phrase — but it has no chancel. Mr. Rickman fur- 
nished the design for the small parish church of the Ramshorn 
— since christened St. David’s — at Glasgow ; it is not one of his 
happiest efforts, but is above every other attempt at modern 
Gothic in the commercial metropolis of the north. More re- 
cently one or two Episcopal chapels in the country have been 
built from plans of ICnirlish architects; and one native Scot — 
Mr. Henderson of Edinburgh — is making himself known by 
buildings for the Episcopal Church, of no small merit. 

The last forty or fifty years have seen the erection of many 
hundreds of parochial and dissenting churches in Scotland. 4 he 
number which will escape the censure of the most indulgent 
taste, is small ; but in almost every instance there has been at 
least an intention to do well, which must be recognised with 
gratitude. The re])roach \\hich Scott put into the mouth of 
Andrew Fairservicc, that many a ^og-kenncl in England was^ 
lietter than many a Scottish church, Is no longer true; but that it 
was merited during nearly two centuries is not to be questioned. 
In 1031 the churclies bevond the Tweed are deplored hy one of 
the most learned of Scottish <li\ incs as vile cabins and squalid buls 
— ‘ vllcs casa3 et sordida tuguria.’ Archbishop Abbot, wliose T^uri- 
taiiisiii made him regard things in Scotland with no unfriendly eye, 
related to Sir Heni} Spelman that, in 1()05, he found only one 
bell in Edinburgh, and that notonlvhad the country churclies no 
bells, but when, at Dunbar, he asked how tliey chanced to be 
without such a commodity, 'the minister, a crumpl unseemly per- 
son, thinking the question as strange, replied, “ It was one of the 
Reformed churches!’’’ The same age proscribed as papistical 
the degree of Doctor iu Divinity, which is now so universal in the 
north, that it will be difficult by and by to fincl^a ‘ placed minis- 
ter,’ much less a dissenting preacher, without it. In the follow- 
ing century, Captain Burt tells how llio spouse of an English 
colonel, having proposed to a ininister’s wift? in Lothian or the 
Merse to hang her pew with cloth, was met with the exclamation, 

' Line the desk 1 troth, madam, my goodman would think that 
rank popery ! ’ Rells were not universal in parish churches, 
even at the end of the last century. It often happened that 
where they were provided, there was nowhere to hang them: a 
theologian of the year 1679 inveighs against ‘that pitiful spec- 
tacle, bells hanging upon trees for wanY of bell-houses.’ Such a 
'hell-tree’ is still shown in the park at Auldbar ; but here, ob- 
viously, the bell was not placed on the church for the same 

reason 
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refson that the r*ampanilc at the Curral in Madeira is built in 
the churchyard wall, and at the sequestered church of Ardclach 
in Murray, on the neit?hbouhno^ promontory — in order that the 
bell iniefht be better heard — the church itself, in all these cases, 
Ivins: in a deep ravine. In the bcs:lnnino: of the rei^n of 
Georjje III., Pennant wrote that ^in many parts of Scotland our 
Lord seems still to be worshi])ped in a stable, and often in a very 
wretched one : many of the churches are thatched with heath, and 
in some places arc in such bad repair as to be half open at top/ 
This statement is confirmed by what we find in the Statistical 
Account, published between 17UJ and 171)^.). We read there of 
Iwo churches at Morven, in the West Highlands, which, ^without 
seats or bells, might as properly be calh'il sheds’ — t»f the church 
at Glenmuick, in the Mnldle Highlands, ‘ thatched with heath ’ — 
of Feteresso, on the east coast, ‘ in the area of which pools of 
water stand for several days after a heavy r.iin ’ — of St. Mungo’s, 
in Annandale, as ‘ having no bell, neither plastered nor ceiled, 
the seats in a ruinous condition.’ More generally, the minister 
of Glcnorchy says, ‘ Many, \)f our country kirks are dark, 
damp, and dirty hovels and the minister of Bedrule, on the 
IJorder, assigns the ‘ v<*ry indecent state of many of the parish 
churches’ as one of the reastms of the increase of dissenters, 

‘ whose houses of worship, though built by contribution, are decent 
and comfortable/ Until a date comparatively recent, few country 
churches, however respectable otherwise, were celled; but before 
the linglish eccleslologist admire the fashion, let him hear the 
use to which the open timbers were occasionally put. A minister 
of Dunlop has narrated with great glee, as a jiioof of the popu- 
larity of one of his predecessors, that on ihe Sunday when the 
annual sacrament w^as to be administered, the church was so 
crow'ded from an early hour, you ' might have heard the boogers 
cracking at six o’clock in the morning/ which he explains, you 
might ‘ have seen, the folk sitting on tlie baiks [f. e. tie bearnsj of 
the kirk like bykes [?’. e. sw^arins] of bees.’ To all this might be 
added melancholy instances of gross and wilful profanation. Knox 
and his colleagues carried their respect for the house of God so 
far as to prohibit the holding of civil courts Mvithin kirks;’ but it is;, 
told of some of those who jn'ofesscd to be the followers of Knox, ' 
during the excited period which succeeded the Revolution of 1688, 
that they 'eat, drink, and even smoke ’ within tl\e walls of parish 
churches. The feeling which led to such miserable doings would 
seem to have arisen from a fanatical wish to testify against the re- 
verence of holy places supposed to be inculcated by ' p<>])cry and 
prelacy/ We may charitably hope that such outrages would have 
been avoided, if they who committed them had only known that, 

in 
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in the age immediately preceding the Reformation, the Scottish 
temples were so habitually profaned to secular uses, that even in 
conventual churches women exposed linen for sale as in a market; 
and that in England, immediately after the Reformation, it was 
found necessary to admonish the people by authority, that the 
church is ^ the house of prayer, not the house of talking, of 
walking, of brawling, of minstrelsy, of hawks, of dogs.* 

We return to Mr. Billings* work, to add an expression of hope 
that it will receive that liberal patronage to which its merit gives 
it so just claim. If Scotland has been culpably negligent of the 
monuments bequeathed to her charge by the Church of the 
Middle Ages, the reproach cannot too soon be wiped away. 
Even they who think worst of the latter days of that ecclesiastical 
system — and we believe that it would not be easy to exaggerate 
the general corruption of the church and state of Scotland in the 
years immediately before the Reformation * — even those, we say, 
who judge most harshly of the Mediaeval hierarchy, may find 
wisdom as well as charity in the reirrark of Schlegel, that it is not 
just always to associate the idea of its latest degradation with the 
image of the thing itself, and thus in a moment to blunt all feeling 
of sympathy for the noble memorials of departed ages. 


Art. V. — 1. Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
into the State and Operation of the Law of Marriage^ as relat- 
ing to the Prohibited Degrees of Affinity; and to Marriages 
solemnized abroad or in British colonies. Presented to both 
Houses by command of Her Majesty. Folio, 1848. 

2. The Report examined^ in a Letter to Sir Robert IL Inglis^ 
Bart, By Alex. J. Beresford Hope, Esq., M.P. 8vo. 1849. 

3. Substance of the Speech of the Right Hon, James Stuart Wort- 
ley t in the House of Commons, February 1849, on moving 
for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Act 5 and 6 Will, IV. 
c. 54. [Lord Lyndhurst’s Act.] 8vo. 

4. Marriage with a deceased Wife's Sister prohibited by Holy 
\ Scripture as understood by the Church for 1500 years. By E. 

B. Pusey, D.D., with a Speech by Edward Badeley, Esq., 
M.A., in the Queen’s Bench, June 15, 1847 (Queen r. St. 
Giles’-in-the-Fields). 8vo. 1849. 

6. Letters by (the Five Divines) Rev, W, W, Champneys ; Rev, 
Thos, Dale ; Rev, J. H. Gurney ; Hjen. and Rev, H, Montagu 

* See, on this point, the candid confetiion of a diftinguifbed ecclesiastic of the 
Bevenfeenth century, who died when on the point of being raised to the purple, George 
Cmtf in his * De Duplici Statu Religionis apud Scotos^* 0^^^) PP* 89-91. 
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Villiers; and Rev. W. F. Tlook^ D.D. ; in favour of tli^ Repeal 
of the Law which prohibits Marriage with the Sister of a 
deceased Wife. 8vo. 1849. 

6. Against profane dealing with Holy Matrimony. By the Rev. 
John Keble, M.A. 12mo. 1849. 

7. Letter to Sir Robert H. Inglis. By an Englishwoman, a 
Sister and a Widow. 12mo. 1849. 

two national characteristics which distinguish the people 
of the United Kingdom from the countries on the continent 
of Europe are the sanctity of the Lord’s Day and the sanctity of 
the marriage relation. 

A greater contrast cannot be found between England and 
France, or indeed between any two civilized nations, than that 
which would meet the eye of a non-European traveller, who, 
having passed one Sunday at Calais, should pass the following 
Sunday at Dover: — every shop open among the French, every 
shop closed among the English; one church in Calais, with 
scarcely one sermon except in Lent ; four churches in Dover, 
with twelve sermons between them ; Calais with its theatre more 
full on Sunday than on any other day ; Dover, a town more 
populous than Calais, without any theatre, except when visited 
by some provincial company, and without one public amusement 
of any kind on the Sunday. 

So, again, in respect to the marriage relation ; thsough the 
facilities of divorce vary in different countries, and will always 
vary according to the nature of the law of marriage in each ; 
and though there are very imperfect statistics in respect to 
the number of divorces as compared with the number of mar- 
riages in any one country ; and though, even if the tables were 
more full and accurate than they are, the results would give no 
fair conclusion as to the sanctity in which the marriage relation is 
held, unless there be in the first instance something like uni- 
formity in the sanctions under which it is contracted — it is^clear 
to every English sojourner on the Continent that the number of 
divorces or equivalent separations among persons of the higher 
classes in society is immensely greater than in England. A woman 
whose life either before or after her marriage has been prove^^ 
unchaste has never, unless in some rare cases where the offence 
had been committed in a foreign country, and the party was the 
wife of a foreign minister in England, been received into the 
hallowed circle of English society. Those liaisons which, though 
they may occasionally have been exaggerated, and may not in 
every single instance be evidence of personal corruption, never- 
theless have for three centuries at least existed in the south of 
Europe — these have never been recognised, and have most rarely 
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existed, in Enj^land ; and, in truth, the palliation urged in 
souiliern countries for the licence, namely, that the married 
couple were united by the choice of their parents, and not 
by their own, cannot be pleaded in England ; and the sin would 
therefore be in England, more than elsewhere. Inexcusable. 

In the United Kingdom the marriage of any man with any 
woman, both having arrived at years of' discretion, is unfettered 
in fact as a general rule, whatever partial exceptions may exist. 

It is very true that the law of marriage in different portions of 
this empire is different; and tliere are those vvlio conlend that 
such differem e is in itself a suflicient ground for the interference 
of legislation; that imilormily ought to be obtained at all hazards; 
and that, whether by lengthening or by lopping, whether by 
stretching the facilities of marriages in England to the measure 
of Scotland, or by diminishing the facilities in Scotland to the 
lower measure of England, uniformity in the mode by which 
the most important of all the relations of life is to be legalised — 
is essential. 

Without entering into ibis consideration —though some recent 
decisions on tlic ((uestion of ]hesb\terian marriages in Ireland 
render it a matter of deep, jiainfiil, and jiraclical interest, in 
reference to the validity of certain marriages there celebrated — 
vve revert to the fact that as between man and woman in 
United.^ingdom there is no iinpedirnent to a contract of mar- 
riage, except that Impediment winch the Law and the Church 
impose by the U able of Prohibited Degrees. 

In the course of the last two \ears a considerable agitation has 
been carried on in and out of Parliament, with a view to the 
abrogation of that Table of pr<diibitcd degrees, or at least to the 
excision of two out of the iiuiiiher — namely, the marriage of a 
man with his deceased wife's sister, and tlic marriage of a man 
with his deceased wife’s niece. The parhamenlary agitation 
commenced, indeed, some years earlier, when Lord Francis 
Egerton moved in 1842 for leave to bring in a bill to alter the 
prohibited degrees. 

No controversialist ever gained anything by mis-stating or 
understating the case of his antagonist. We will endeavour, 
therefore, as fairly as possible, to represent the views of those who 
advocate the alteration of the table of prohibited degrees. 

They state in substance — " that in the first instance at the 
Creation, marriages, which no human being W'ould now contem- 
plate without horror, were lawful, because necessary: — That 
when the necessity ceased, God implanted in His creatures a . 
sense of shame, and repugnance, and disgust at the very thought ; 
and that they have never since been imagined to be possible, by 
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either Jews or Christians: — That when God separated one nation 
from the rest of the world, and gave them peculiar laws for their 
government, He not only confirmed this natural horror against 
such marriages by express and formal prohibition — but added 
other limitations which in His infinite wisdom He then judged to 
be necessary for the existing state of the society into which He 
had brought His people : — That these liiiutations. being jiro tanto 
an abridgment of the natural right and capacity of the two sexes 
to marry at their discretion, must not he extended be\ond their 
very letter, lest we should be wiser than Cion — and should forbid 
that which Ife has not thought fit to forbid: — That a prohibition, 
like a penal law, ouglit to be construed strictly, and ought not to 
be made to incliule more than it specifies; it being equally easy 
for God to have added this or that prohibition to the list, if the 
restriction had been agreeable to II is will : — That under these 
considerations, whatever (ion has not prohibited, lie has allowed ; 
and whil,e we do not deny the right of the civil power to limit 
marriages in any way which may be rcipiired by tlie civil conve- 
nience, as to the age of the parties, for example, we deny its right 
to involve the name and will of God as prohibiting that which 
His word has left open.’ 

Passing over the consideration of the prirmcval state of man- 
kind, and the universal liberty of marriage which then necessarily 
existed, and wdiich was restricted exactly as the necesj^ty for its 
existence ceased, — passing this over, inasmuch as no one has ever 
contended for its revival, we may lake our stand on the authority 
for or against the proposed legislation, as such authority is con- 
tained in the Bible. 

Though the prohibited degrees are many, yet, for all the pur- 
jToses of argument — we believe we might say, for all the practical 
pur])oscs w'hicli the advocates for the jiroposed bill have in view 
— the change of law in respect to one degree only, and in that 
degree to one sex only, is the real object. All who have tali^en a 
part in the discussion, down to the very Commissioners them- 
selves, admit that, if llie marriage of a man with the sister of bis 
deceased wife be prohibited by Scripture, cadit questio (Report, 

We contend that it is prohibited by Scripture. 

It is remarkable, but it is incontrovertible as a fact, that there 
is not in the whole volume id Scripture any one prohibition or 
restriction of any kind in respect to the marriage relation, except ^ 
in the Book of Leviticus.* liven polygamy is uoi in express terms 

forbidden 

* ReMateil in part in Deuteronomy, xx. and xxvii. Thgre is a strong passage in 
the late Rev. llios. Scotfe Miscellaneous Letters,— an authority, which to four, at 
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forbidden by (be Gospel ; yet on that points — ^inference is as strong 
as any direct prohibition ; and a formal veto is not required Jto 
exclude polygamy from ChrisfciniBociety, so long as the words of 
our Lord are heard : " For this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one 
flesh establishing by an inference as conclusive as express words, 
that the union of one man and one woman constitutes exclusively 
the marriage which Christ sanctions. So much for polygamy. 
But as to the marriage of any one man with any one Woman, the 
mind and will of God are expressed in the Pentateuch, or not at 
all. The silence of other books of the Holy Canon compels us 
either to resort to this portion of the Bible, or to conclude that, 
in that relation which is of all others the most essential to the 
existence of our race on earth, — that relation which God instituted 
in our state of innocence, which He sanctioned by His own pre- 
sence at Cana, and which He made the type of His own union 
with His Church, — He has left us without restraint to seek, 
almost as natural brute beasts, those who maybe our pairs. Who 
will advocate such a conclusion ? If no one will advocate it, the 
Book of Leviticus contains the moral and universal code of mar- 
riage laws, applicable to Christians as well as to Jews, binding 
as entirely those who live in the nineteenth century after Christ, 
as those who received it fifteen hundred years before His advent. 

Many^of the chapters in that book begin with a solemnity 
awfully suited to a communication from God to man ; and no 
one in the wl^e Bible opens more solemnly than the eighteenth 
chapter, which contains the laws relating to marriage. There is 
a preface of five verses, in which the incommunicable name of 
Jehovah is four times introduced ; calling upon all the people to 
avoid the doings of the nations of Canaan, and to do the judg- 
ments and to keep the statutes and the ordinances of God. ^ Yc 
shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments ; which if a 
man do he shall live in them. 1 am the Lord.’ And then 
follows the great law promulgated with such an awful appeal — 
None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him — in 
marriage. I am the Lord. We have transferred the words 
into the popular language, assuming* — 1. that they mean mar- 
riage ; 


least, of the Five Divines will appear worthy of some attention. ^If we reject the laws 
in L^iticus, we have tio law of God on the subject ; no, not against marrying sisters 
llidthers, or any relation. Now can we think that God intended to set uiiue these 
^kirs in Leviticus, and give no other in their stead ? Can we suppose that He meant 
to leave the Christian Church without law in this most important matter? But, if not 
withoui kw, the laws in Leviticus, in all general casej^ are in full force.* Scott's 
Letters and Papers, 8vo. 1844 : * Letter on Marrying a Wife*s Sister,* p. 271. 

Rev. J. S. Jenlinson, Vicar of Battersea— we ok not sure that he follows or 
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riage ; and 2. that, though they are addressed to the male sex, 

‘ near of kin to hiviy they are not restricted to that sex, but apply 
equally to the female. Mr, Keble well observes : — ' The 
woman’s' duty and the woman’s sin are left to be inferred in 
each case : but what should we think of the woman who should 
therefore account herself left at liberty, so far as the Levitical 
laws are concerned?’ — Kehhy p. 14. 

Learning would be thrown away in explaining what is meafit 
by the word hin. The most ordinary and the best of our diction- 
aries explains it.as signifying, ^ relation cither of consanguinity or' 
affi ni ty . ’ — J ohnson. 

This, then, is the text of the law : the verses, which follow, 
contain certain illustrations and specifications, sufficient to show 
the meaning of the legislator — not Moses, but jEiiovAri, the 
Lord of Moses ; and to furnish rules of conduct to those who 
receive the law of God in all ages, and whr) arc taught to apply 
His will by a reasonable, holy, and necessary analogy, from things 
expressed to things implied. 

It has been contended, thfxt the animus of the legislation is to 
prevent confusion of blood ; and that there is no prohibition of 
marriage where there is no blood-relationship. It is enough to 
say, in reply to this allegation, that the very second class of 
marriages, which is ^forbidden, is a class in which such blood- 
relationship does not exist ; namely, the marriage of a man with 
the wife of his father, I'his single fact, even if it stood alone, is 
enough to prove, that the Almighty Lawgiver, wHb, under the 
(lospel, expressly declared that man and wife should be one 
flesh, here by anticipation and implication announced the same 
fact; and taught us that, where he prohibi fed a marriage in refer- 
ence to the consanguinitg of the parties. He prohibited it equally 
in reference to the corresponding affinity of the parties, and dis- 
allowed alike the marriage of a man with his mother in-law and 
the marriage of a man with his mother. These specifications are 
painful, but they are necessary ; since the subject has been forced 
upon us by those who seem to be as regardless of the law of God 
as of the law of man ; and some of whom, we fear, will violate 
the one and repeal the other, defying public decency, destroying 
the social happiness and security of others, and anxious only to 
obtain the sanction of a human legislature for the indulgence of 
their own passions. 

Their* great argument, as we have already abstracted it, is that 
the marriage of a man with his deceased wifq^ sister is not pro*^ 

leads any one else — denies the assumption ; and asserts that because the actual word 
* marriag^ is not so much os mentioned in this chapter, he is satisOed that * nothing ‘ 
of the kind is intended.'— Letter >to Rev. C. B» Dalton, 1849, p. 12. 
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hibJted, and therefore is allowed by God’s law ; In other words, 
that what is not forbidden is permitted. The arjs^ument proves 
too much : no man is forbidden by God’s law, totidem verbis^ to 
marry his own daughter ; an atrocity never legalised, however 
practised, in Egypt or in Persia: but can a Christian, does a Jew, 
maintain, — did any one, entrusted with common sense and common 
feeling, ever tolerate the existence of such a licence? Does not 
^evy one see, that where, as in the tenth verse, the marriage of a 
man with his grandaughter is forbidden, his marriage with his 
daughter is, a fortiori, still more forbidden, though nowhere in 
very words denounced? — Away wdth a sophistry which would 
tolerate such a conclusion. The fact is, that the general principle 
having been established, by the public promulgation of the uni- 
versal law in the sixth verse, its application to particular cases is 
sometimes specified, and sometimes left to a necessary analogy ; 
and thus while the marriage of a man with his own daughter is 
necessarily included in the prohibition of his marriage with his 
grandaughter, the marriage of a woman with her uncle is included 
in the prohibition of the marriage of a man with his aunt, — a 
relation forbidden in express words to the one sex being, by all 
fair rules of construction, forbidden to the other also. 

But it is said, however reasonable and ev'^en conclusive this 
argument may be, as applied to other degrees which may be in- 
cluded by analogy, it does not apply to the particular relationship, 
in respect to which the proposed legislation is directed. ' It is 
true, indeed, that the particular chapter in Leviticus forbids the 
marriage of a man to his brother’s widow, but you must not go 
on to extend the prohibition by analogy, and to forbid the mar- 
riage of one man to two sisters : since, even in the case actually 
forbidden, we find in the same Pentateuch not a mere dispensa- 
tion in the case of individuals, but a specific injunction of such 
marriap as a general rule.’ The answer is obvious. That the 
prohibition was a part of the uijj^versal law, by which the whole 
church of God is to be governed; the injunction, where it was an 
injunction, was a part of the municipal law of the Jews, arising 
out of their exclusive position, and which God accordingly issued 
in order that the name of no family among His people might 
be ‘ put out of Israel.’ This is fully proved by the context, 
which, while it leaves a discretion to the brother to marry, or not 
to marry, his brother’s widow — (a discretion which alone is suffi-» 
cient to remove it from the class of injunctions) — transfers to the 
then next of kin die right and the duty of marrying such w’idow, 
as ft was exercised in the case of Ruth and Boaz. 

It is said, however, that the particular case was brought before 
our Lord Himself, and that He manifested no disapprobation of 

it; 
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It ; * which, if it had been contrary to the Book of Leviticus, He 
would have done. The answer is, that the case being expressly 
in conformity to an injunction or quasi-injunction, which, for 
purposes exclusively national, bad been promulgated in another 
Book of the Pentateuch, our Lord, replying to Jews, did not 
think fit to pronounce any sentence upon the conduct of those 
who had acted in such conformity : but He took advantage of the 
opportunity, and t.aught them and all His people, in every age, 
that in the other world, — the world, to which all the parties in the 
question had already gone, and to which we are hastening, — 

^ They neither marry nor are given in marriage.’ 

If, after all, it be said, that an injunction to a man to marry his 
brother’s widow renders it at least allowable for a woman to marry 
her late sister’s husband, it may be replied, firstly, that the argu- 
ment itself admits that a permission, and if a permission then a 
prohibition, may be transferred from one sex to the other — the 
very ground on which we contend that a prohibition to a woman 
to marry her husband's brother included a prohibition to a man 
to marry his wife’s sister: — and, secondly, that, if this injunction 
be binding on us, «and be not, as we contend, a local and national 
law applicable to the case of the Jews at that time, and to them 
only, — then it must be taken with all its adjuncts also; and it is 
good for him and for him alone, who marries his brother’s widow, 
there being no child of such first marriage, 

A leading controversialist on the liberal side of the question, 
headed his defence of the proposed measure by stating, (1) that 
the famous verse 18 is the only scriptural authority on the ques- 
tion ; (2) that the terms of this verse clearly imply no more than 
a prohibition of the marriage of sister B, in the lifetime of sister 
A, and therefore that on the death of A, her bereaved husband 
may without scruple take B ; and (3) that the reason of this 
prohibition is confined to the risk of such marriage vexing sister 
A ; and, therefore, that, even in the lifetime of sister A, the intro- 
duction of sister B as a second wife, if it did not vex A, would not 
come under the terms of the prohibition. 

For ourselves, we cannot think it justifiable to lay great stress 
in argument upon the verse in question, for there is no one text 
in the Old Testament as to the exact meaning of which philolo- 
gists have been and continue to be more divided. Whoever de- 
sires to understand the history and balance.^ of criticism on the 
Hebrew words will find sufficient information in the volume pre- 
faced by Dr. Pusey, and concluding with ^^e luminous and 

* S. Matt. xxii. 24, It must not be forgotten, however, even aa to this point of the 
non-disapprobation of our Lord, that tlie very first words of His reply were, * Ye do 

err, not xuowing the Scriptures ' 

M 2 masterly 



164 Marriage — 

masterly speech of Mr. Badeley in the Queen’s Bench. We are 
content to take the scriptural authority against such a marriage^ 
from the plain and irrefragable analogy drawn from the 16th 
verse ; and let us add, with undissembled humility, from the 
judgment of the Universal Church, in respect to such interpre- 
tation of Scripture. 

Waiving, however, for the moment, the authority of the 
Church — we may allow, that almost the only plausible argu- 
ment which has been urged by the advocates of the repeal of 
the present marriage law, is founded on the admitted fact, that 
many of their chief antagonists are not only content to omit 
the strongest argument, namely, the scriptural argument, against 
such repeal ; but when requested to sign petitions against the 
repeal, have deliberately refused to attach their names to any 
petition which rests even in part on such a ground. ^ If,* 
say the liberals on this question, ^the prohibition be scriptural, 
why refuse to say so? if it be not scriptural, why retain the 
assertion in the heading to the Table of the Prohibited Degrees, 
which states that it is founded on Scripture ? Either your 
Table and your Canons and your Church are consistent with 
Scripture, or they are not : if they are, why do you, Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, — Archdeacons, Canons, Heads of Houses, 
Fellows, Rectors, Vicars, Curates, — for some of every class may 
be quoted as acting on this scruple, — refuse to say so ; — if they 
Jire not consistent with Scripture, why do you retain the prohibi- 
tion in the formularies of your Church, and impose a burthen on 
the consciences of your neighbours, — a burthen which you refuse 
to touch with one of your fingers V 

Giving its full weight to this reasoning, it is still, after all, 
merely an argumentum ad homines; against those who are afraid 
of their own principles, or ashamed of acting in conformity with 
the teaching of their own Church, of that very Church ol which 
they are each and all the ministers as well as members. To 
their own Master they stand or fall ; nor will we stop to say 
more than this to them, that the question here raised is not what 
is scriptural or unscriptural, but what is the doctrine of that 
particular portion of the Church Catholic, of which they are the 
sworn, and — vulgar and illiberal as they will call the allusion — 
the paid servants. Their course is clear; — persuade the Church 
in Convocation to a^^ter its decree on this question, or leave their 
canonries and livings, when they cannot conscientiously uphold 
the doctrines of the Church. 

But there are others in the number of recusants, who are 
actuated in their refusal by a much higher and worthier motive: 
they hold with their Church on the whole question ; but they 

say 
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say — and we believe that it is the case with the great majority 
of those who have refused to rest their petitions on the authority 
of Scripture — that, in omitting the reference to the Bible, they 
are not contradicting the authority of the Bible. They do not 
deny the truth of any given fact, merely because they do not 
on some one occasion think it necessary to affirm it. In the 
particular instance in question, they seem to omit all reference 
to Scripture, because the body to whom they are compelled to 
address their petition, is not prepared to receive Scripture-autho- 
rity as a sufficient basis for human legislation ; and they will not 
cast their pearls before the House of Commons. The omis- 
sion of all reference to the authority of God’s word in the 
petitions which we are now considering, is right or wrong; but 
it is at all events consistent with a perfect submission of every 
hand, head, and heart to that authority. It is a question of civil 
prudence, and not of faith. 

We proceed, then, to consider not what in the judgment of 
any individu«il may be the scriptural view of the particular case, 
but what is the interpretation of Scripture, which, for at least 
fifteen centuries, has been recognised and affirmed by the 
Church. 

It is said, that even if, for the sake of argument, it be conceded 
that the Church has denounced the marriage in question as un- 
scriptural, we are brought back to ' dark ages and that in the 
purer days of the Apostles the licence was uncontrolled. Surely 
if we prove that a given view of scriptural morals can be traced 
for fifteen centuries, it is for those who deny that it can be 
traced further back, to prove that the licence existed previously 
unchecked by the authority of the Church. We contend that 
the practice, as soon as it appeared, was prohibited; just as we 
contend that forging seamen's wills was prohibited in the reign 
of George II. and not in the reign of Edward III., merely be- 
cause the offence grew irp in the 18th century and was unknown 
in the 14th. 

From the time when the offence was known, the prohibition, 
then, may be found in every branch of the Church. 

No man, indeed, can deny that the Church Catholic is on this 
point united. The Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
the Church of Rome, and the Greek Church, diffeting as they 
differ upon almost every other point, — not indeed of dogmatic 
theology, since in God’s gracious providence the great truths 
of the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation, and the* Atonement, have 
been preserved and enshrined alike in all these churches — but 
differing as they differ upon questions of Scripture as affecting 
social life^ celibacy, &c., all are nevertheless united in respect to 



166 Marriage — 

the prohibition which the English Parliament is now urged to 
sweep away. 

The doctrine of the Greek Church has been elaborately stated 
in a paper printed in the Report of the Commissioners (pp. 53- 
59). It is enough to quote the words of the canon (p. 34); 
^ A man cannot marry two sisters ; for his deceased wife’s sister 
is as his own sister.’ 

The doctrine of the Church of Rome, irrespective of Scripture, 
clearly prohibits the marriage in question. The acknowledged 
fact that such marriage requires a dispensation, proves it ; since 
if it were not previously prohibited, no dispensation could bo 
required. It is true that Bishop Wiseman regards the whole 
as ^ matter of ecclesiastical legislation but it is as a question 
of the judgment of the Church of Rome upon the lawfulness of 
such marriages, and not as to the ground of such judgment, that 
we are now referring to that Church. ‘ It was the deliberate; 
mind of the western Church, her councils, her popes, her school- 
men, her canonists, that these marriages were a part of the un- 
changeable Divine law; and popes, schoolmen, and canonists 
deliberately taught that the popes could not dispense within 
those degrees. Pope Zachary (a.d. 745) held it a thing incre- 
diWe that a pope should dispense contrary to the canons of the 
Fathers. Pope Innocent III. (a.d. 1198) and Pope Eugenius 
(a.d. 1431 — 1477) held and answered that the popes could not 
dispense in those degrees.’* And the general truth is stated in 
these words : ^ Within the Levitical degrees there is no instance 
whatever of any dispensation until Alexander VI. at the close of 
the 15th century.’ It is hardly necessary to add, that the 
concentrated evil of man’s nature was embodied in the person 
of Alexander VI.; and that a dispensation first granted by him 
would even from that very circumstance become an object of the 
deepest suspicion. But we need not pursue this subject. There 
is no record, and there is no allegation, that any such dispensation 
was granted for the fifteen centuries before him ; and as the fact 
of a dispensation implies a prohibition, the voice of the Church 
of Rome on the general question is united with the voice of the 
Greek Church ^ against the marriage of any man with the sister 
of his deceased wife.’ 

The v^ice of the Church of Scotland is not less distinct. The 
Confession of Faith, ' in chapter xxiv., section 4, says expressly, 

' Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity forbidden in the Word ; nor can such incestuous marriages 
ever be made lawful by any law of man, or consent of parties, 
so as those persons may live together as man and wife. The 

♦ Preface to Piwcy and Badeley, pp. lix. lx. 
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man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred hearer in blood than 
he may of his own ; nor the woman of her husband's kindred 
nearer in blood than of her own/ And be it always remembered, 
that this passage is not an insulated text from a popular work of 
hortatory theology : it is a portion of the doctrine of the Esta- 
blished Church of Scotland, which has been recognised and ratified 
l)y the parliament of that ancient kingdom which became the 
law of the land of Scotland during its independence, and was 
confirmed in perpetuity by the Act of Union, which, while it 
surrendered that independence, secured the legal maintenance of 
the doctrines of its church. The law of that church and the law 
of that land are maintained by its courts. As our present object 
is rather to quote the authority of the Church of Scotland in 
respect to the interpretation of Scripture, and to show how en- 
tirely it accords in this instance with the authority of its opposite 
extreme, the Church of Rftmc, we do not follow the question 
into courts of Scotch law, further than to state that the Lord 
Advocate, Mr. Rutherfurd, being specifically asked the question 
as to the legality of the marriage of a man with his decefised 
wife's sister, refers the Coininissioners to the great Institution- 
alist, Mr. Erskine, who in his Title of Marriage (book i. title 6) 
says expressly in section 7, ^ that marriage is null when it is 
contracted within the degrees of propinquity or affinity for- 
bidden by law and afterwards in section 9, ‘ thfiit as to the 
degrees in which marriage is prohibited, the law of Scotland 
has adopted the Jewish law, by act of 1567, c. 15/ Tie then 
adds, ‘ that the degrees prohibited by the law of Moses of con- 
sanguinity, are in every case virtually prohibited in affinity; and 
by the aforesaid act of 1567, the prohibition is equally broad 
in the degrees of affinity as in those of consanguinity. Thus, 
one cannot marry his wife’s sister more than he can marry his 
own.’t The feelings of the people of Scotland sustain their 
church jand sustain their law. The Lord Advocate confirms 
this when he adds, ^ not only that no clergyman of the Church 
of Scotland could venture without incurring the pain^ I think, ^ 
of deprivation of office, to celebrate such a marriage with a 
knowledge of the relationshijPof the parties, but that such a mar- 
riage generally is held by the people of Scotland in very great 
abhor rence/J The Lord Advocate is accurate in tUs view of 
the penalty which a clergyman of the Church of Scotland might 
incur by celebrating a marriage within the prohibited degrees. 
There is an early and very remarkable case, in which the Rev, 
James Forsyth, who was guilty of this offence, but who could 
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state, on the other hand, ^ that it was the only miscarriage with 
which, in a ministry of thirty-five years, he could be charged,’ 
was nevertheless deposed from his office and living for having 
thus violated the laws of God and the Church. The Lord Advo- 
cate says further, in respect to the parties themselves, that ‘ in 
the severer and more rigorous, as well as violent times of the 
middle of the 17th century, there are cases in which that con- 
nexion appears to have been punished, and punished even capi- 
tally.’* In this state of the law and of the religious opinion of 
Scotland, we are not surprised to find that the Lord Advocate, in 
a later portion of his evidence, states, ' Tliese marriages take place 
in Scotland, I should say, hardly at all. Certainly, I do not think 
that persons in the better classes of life would be received in 
society, having made such a marriage ; and I should think that in 
the lower orders the impression against it was very strong indeed.’ t 
The great constitutional organ of the Established Church of Scot- 
land, the General Assembly, a body which contains not only the 
leading ministers of that Church, but — be it always remembered 
— its leading laymen also^ has recently adopted unanimously a peti- 
tion to both Houses against Mr. VVortley’s bill; and it is most 
satisfactory to add, that the General Assembly of the Free Church 
has also, in like manner, unanimously addressed a similar prajer 
to Parliament. The faculty of Theology, represented by its 
Dean, the Principal of the College of Edinburgh, has in like 
manner solemnly remonstrated against the measure. 

The Vbice of the Church of England is heard not less loudly 
and distinctly than that of the other churches to which we have 
listened. She speaks in her Canons, in her Table of Prohibited 
Degrees, and in every institutional WTiter without exception, from 
the Reformation downwards. We challenge contradiction on tliis 
point. We do not include the Five Divines whose off-hand letters 
form one of the subjects of this article; since, in those letters, 
they do not profess to expound the doctrines of their Church. 
But those who seek the teaching of the Church of England will 
find it in the 99th canon : — 

‘ No person shall marry within the degrees prohibited by the laws of 
God, and expressed in a Table set for||^ by authority in the year of our 
Lord God 1563. And all marriages so made and contracted shall be 
adjudged incestuous and unlawful ; and consequently shall be dissolved 
as void from the beginning; and the parties so marrying shall by 
course of law be separated. And the aforesaid Table shall be in every 
Church publicly set up and fixed at the charge of the parish.’ 

* Now, here,^ says an able controversialist on this subject, * we 
have a declaration of the Church of England — the very same 

♦ p. loiTf. t p. 103^^ A. ibiei 
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authority of the Church wIhcIi gave its sanction to the Articles, 
the Book of Common Prayer, and the Homilies, and which 
abolished the Papal Supremacy, and carried on the Reformation, 
— a declaration, that these marriages are prohibited by the laws 
of God, and incestuous.* We may add, that if the authority of 
Convocation were sufficient to establish the 39 Articles as em- 
bodying the mind of the Church of England on the points to 
which they relate, the authority of Convocation is equally suffi- 
cient to establish the 99th Canon as embodying the mind of the 
Church of England on the point of the law of God in respect to 
the Prohibited Degrees. 

And this is not all. The injunction is still obeyed : and in the 
large old parish-churches of England the Table of Prohibited 
Degrees is put up accordingly, visibly enough, on their walls. 
It is said, however, that it is no part of the Book of Coupon 
Prayer, inasmuch as it is not in the Sealed Book in the Chapel 
of the Rolls. It forms, nevertheless, a part of every such book 
in every cathedral ; we believe, in the large Prayer-Book of 
every parish cJiurch; and in Mant’s edition. But even if it were 
otherwise, the question w'ould equally remain — (since even the 
Articles themselves arc not in every copy of the Book of Common 
Prayer) — is it or is it not a part of the doctrine of the Church of 
h'ngland, that the marriages wdiich are now sought to be legalised 
are contrary to its sense, and ought therefore, in its judgment at 
least, and among all who profess to be in communion with it, to 
be prohibited? And we look in vain for any single assertion, in 
the countless pamphlets on the subject, by which it is contended 
that the rule of the Church of England, either before or since the 
Reformation, has ever tolerated such marriages. 

The advocates of the new licence say, ‘ You, who quote the 
authority of the Church, must, for consistency’s sake, obey every 
other canon of that Church; you are not at liberty to pick and 
choose : you, clergymen, sometimes wear white stockings, though 
the canons forbid them ; and, therefore, you have no right to 
object to the marriage in question, though the canons prohibit it.* 
The answer is easy: If the Church enjoined black stockings 
Ofi the authority of Scripture, ntid could produce any Scripture as 
requiring it, the cases might be parallel ; but the distinction is in 
this : that the Church not only prohibits the marriage, but specially 
alleges Scripture as thn;nuthority for such prohibition. What- 
ever be the obligation of the cartons on laymen, whatever be the 
soundness of the scriptural authority therein quoted, as forbid- 
ding the marriage now in question, though we have not the 
shadow of a doubt as to its sufficiency, the main point is, we 
think, established, that the Church of England unites with all the 
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other great divisions of the Universal* Church, in so interpreting 
their common Scriptures as to denounce the marriages which are 
now sought to be permitted. 

The expounders of the mind of the Church of England, from 
their seat of judgment, proclaim the same doctrine. In the 
celebrated case of Ray v. Sherwood, in which Mr. Sherwood had 
married the sister of his deceased wife. Sir Herbert Jeiiner 
stated : — 

‘ 111 the first place, this is a contract which is prohibited by the laws 
both of God and man ; for so, sitting in an ecclesiastical court, 1 
should be bound to consider it, even if I were, as I am not, among the 
number of tliose wdio privately entertained any doubt upon tlie subject. 
. , . Looking to the words of the Act of Parliament (5 & (i 

AVill. IV. c. 54), I am by no means prepared to say that, in proliibiting 
the ecclesiastical courts from annulling marriages of this kind subsisting 
at the time of the passing of the Act, tlie legislature has altered the 
law in any other respect. I am not prepared to say that the parties 
may not bo punished by the ecclesiastical law for the incest, though 
the validity of the inarr^e cannot be called in question. 

The enacting part of tlu^^ct docs not declare these marriages to be 
good and valid to all intents and ]>ur[)oses, as miglit be supposed from 
the title of the Act. . . . I do not think, when the enacting 

part of the statute is to the effect that all marriages which shall have 
been celebrate<l before the passing of this Act between persons being 
within the prohibited degrees of affinity, shall not hereafter be annulled 
for that cause by any sentence of the Ecclesiastical Court, that this 
amounts to a prohibition to the Ecclesiastical Court to punish the 
parties under another branch of the law for incestuous cohabitation. 
I apprehend the law is not altered in this respect ; and that tlic Court 
is not prohibited by this Act from punisliing parties for such coliabi- 
tatiori, althongli it cannot declare the marriage null and void. 

‘ Again, if we look to the preamble of the Act, it is not for the pro- 
tection of the parties who liave been guilty of the offence (for such it 
is by the ecclesiastical law and by the law of God), but for the pro- 
tection of the children ; for that is the purport and object of tlie Act, 
to settle the estate and condition of the innocent issue of such marriages, 
not to screen the delinquent parties. But whatever may have been 
the intention of the Legislature, and whatever may be the effect of this 
Act of Parliament, the marriage had between the two parties, Thomas 
Moulden KSherwood and Emma Sarah Ray, is an incestuous marriage, 
and must ever so remain. The law of God cannot be altered by man. 
The Legislature may exempt the parties from punishment; it may 
legalise, humanly speaking, every prohibited 'het, and give effect to any 
contract, however inconsistent with the Divine law: but it cannot 
change the character of the act itself, which remains os it was, and 
must always so remain, whatever be the effect of the Act of Par- 
liament,’* 

* Stephens's Ecclesiastical and Eleemosynary Statutes, vol. ii. p. 1649. 

This 
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This is the solemn authority of the highest court of ecclesi- 
astical law in England. The unanimous judgment of the Queen’s 
Bench in the more recent case of Chadwick has decided — what 
could hardly have been previously ambiguous — that the marriage 
of any man with the sister of his deceased wife is no marriage ; 
and, consequently, that the marriage of the husband with a third 
woman, while the unhappy being, the sister of his first wife, was 
still living, was not bigamy. 

What Scripture has denounced, what the Church has forbidden, 
what the law Jias prohibited, is equally inconsistent, as might well 
be pxjiected, with the best interests of social life. 

'I'hose who fear not God, neither regard man — in other words, 
those who disregard the authority of Scripture, the voice of the 
Church, and the law of the land, can little be expected to stop in 
their course from any consideration of the s6cial evils and doxpestic 
misery which will follow their success. But those law'-makers 
who have not broken the law, and do not desire to alter it in 
order that they may do that which at ])rcsent it forbids, ought to 
consider the effects of the proposed meafbre upon others, as well 
as on the law-breakers. 

In the actual state of public feeling and of the law, a man looks 
upon the sisters of his wife as upon his own sisters ; and the wife 
brings into her new abode her own sisters as having such an 
interest in her husband’s affection and attentions as his own sisters 
by blood. In life they arc united as one family; and in the ap- 
proach of death the married sister may look to one of the unmar- 
ried as the natural protectress of the orphans. But if the w^ife be 
to feel that her sister may become her rival and her successor, she 
will pause before she hazards the interruption to her own peace 
which the introduction of such an inmate may occasion. In the 
existing constitution of the law and of the feelings which it .sanc- 
tions, the husband has not merely the opportunity, but the duty, 
of paying to his wife’s sister those blameless and tender attentions 
which he pays to his own sister. He can pay them to no other 
woman except his own sister ; he sees his wife’s sister as he sees 
his own, with a freedom which is pure to the pure ; and which 
we are confident is indulged in by thousands and tens of thousands 
with no other emotion than that which is felt by the same men 
towards their own sisters ; — the idea of any other affection never 
for an instant rising ivf the minds of either party ; the husband 
gaining another sister, and the wife seeing in her husband's heart 
thus opened to all her connexions only a new proof of his ex- 
panding interest in herself. But change the sister of a wife into 
a young marriageable stranger, and the attentions which are now 
offered by the husband and received by the sister> and witnessed 

• by 
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by the wife, with purity, with delicacy, and with confidence, 
become insults alike to both females. The union which is daily 
seen in families will, where it now exists, be broken, and will 
never hereafter be formed : the relation of brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law will cease to exist; the parties now described by 
those terms will henceforth be strangers to each other ; and the 
n fleeted tenderness, which now binds them to each other, must 
be abandoned by both as a snare and a danger; while the wife 
\\ill be deprived of that support and comfort which she now 
derives from the presence of the sister of her yoi^i-h as a com- 
panion in her own house. This is well stated in the lclter^)f the 
‘ Englishwoman, a Sister and a Widow,’ pp. 5, 6 : — 

‘ Throughout the whole range of domestic connexions, there is not 
one more peculiar in itself, or which gives birth to sentiments more 
pleasing, than that which subsists between the husband and his wife’s 
sister. With the frankness, the cheerfulness of affection that exists 
naturally between brother and sister, tliere is a freshness united with a 
certain degree of tacit respect entertained by the sister for her brother- 
in-law, which, while it ma^ks the difference of the relationsJiip between 
them, detracts nothing from the playful confidence or the ingenuous 
warmth that distinguishes it. In no situation, perhaps, is a female 
seen to greater advantage. Emulous to please for the sake of a 
beloved sister, grateful to the husband for the happiness he confers on 
one so dear to her, fearless of any misconstruction of her views, she is 
never so much at her «ise, never so agreeable or attractive, never 
apparently less selfisli or more amiable. Whilst the wife, whose desire 
it has been that her husband should be loved and valued by her sister, 
who has encouraged this mutual regard, feels her own happiness aug- 
mented by the attachment she thus witnesses, and esteems herself flat- 
tered and honoured by that affectionate conduct of her husbanfl towards 
her sister, which, if shown to another, would dash the cup of felicity 
to the ground, and poison its very dregs.’ . * • . . 

‘ Remove, however, the present restriction, and all is changed. A 
different line of conduct rnust^ pursued by all parlies — restraint must 
take place of affectionate familiarity ; the tie of relationship is severed ; 
each is to the other what strangers arc ; the wary and modest female 
will resume the armour of womanly reserve, womanly prudence, and 
caution ; and substitute mistrust for confidence ; while the husband no 
longer daring openly and freely to evince his regard for the sister who 
differs in no other respect from other women of his acquaintance, except 
as she stands in a more dangerous position towards him, must confine 

himself within the bounds of polite friendlinesj.’ * Former 

restriction, we consider, removed temptatio^t the imagination, that 
root and source of all that is to be dreaded — was curbetl ; and inno- 
cence was secured, as in the case of brothers in blood, by the very 
unconsciousness that guilt could be conceived. Well, indeed, will 
it be, we apprehend, if many will not have cause to say, though with 
a differentjneaning to his who first used it — I had not known sin but 
tbfDUgh the law/ ‘ 1 1 
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It has always been thought* (says Dr. Pusey, Evidence, Ans. 
496, p. 53) ^one ground why marriages between those near of kin 
have been forbidden, that it extends the domestic relation. No 
other affection can be called out in pure minds where none can 
have place Jawfully.’ And lie proceeds to quote from St. Aqto- 
ninus — 'For since choice is only of things possible, the very fact 
that what might become an object of desire is impossible, dimi- 
nishes or takes away all desire for it.’ Mf. Tyler (Evidence, p. 
Ill), a witness who, though not in*all things, coincides in this 
with Dr. Pusey, well expresses the same sentiment — ^ Certainly 
one great object of Christian marriage has been to make the union, 
in its collateral effects, as entire and as intimate as are the rela- 
tionships of blood. This is evidently for the good of society and 
the well-being of the offspring. But under the supposed altera- 
tion all the brotherhood and sisterhood of libciety would be weak- 
ened if not destroyed.* And he goes on to confirm, as a man, 
those apprehensions of suspicion and jealousy which the ' English- 
woman ’ already quoted has so forcibly expressed. 

On this subject we have seen a remonstrance from a lady, 
now no longer )Oung, against the proposed measure; stating, 
in substance, that, having been the first married of her family, 
she had received in her house her sisters as they grew up, 
who, in sut^cession, had married ; that this continuance of early 
affection could not have been indulged if she had felt that she 
was introducing under her roof — particularly at the periods of 
her own confinements — those who were to be placed in nearer 
intercourse with her husband than any strangers could be, and 
yet who were not to be protected by the sanctity of that relation- 
ship which, at the time, actually surrounded them. As the law 
was and is, the harmony was never for an instant hazarded by a 
suspicion ; but, as Mr. Wortley will make the law, the intercourse 
will become impossible ; and a sister, once married, can never 
receive an unmarried sister into her house in the present fulness 
and freedom of confidence. The widower, likewise, will suffer 
equally. At present he receives — the Commissioners cannot be 
ignorant of the fact — the aid of his deceased wife’s sister as her 
best successor in the charge of her children. That sister enters 
his home with a confidence and a purity which, if he had' had a 
sister of his own blood, he could not find surpassed in her case. 
As the law now stands, ^d as the feelings of society are developed, 
the deceased wife’s sifter remains in the "widower’s house, or 
enters it in the midst of his sacred sorrows, and soothes them, and 
adopts bis children, and supplies her4ost sister’s place to them^ 
without one thought as to him which one of his own blood might 
not blamelessly indulge. 


All 
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All this must be blotted out from English society. And where 
is it to stop? If A. B. may marry one sister, C., he may, after 
her death, marry another sister, D. ; and, if there be a third, he 
may look forward to the prospect of marrying E.* We ask, can 
either D. or E. ever be to him or to C. what she now. is? — she is 
lost to both as a sister. Mr. Keble has well put the case, in sub- 
stance — the word sister-iri-laio will henceforth disappear from the 
English language; as the relationship itself will be expunged 
from English life : ‘ tlm ver^ name will become an absurdity, if 
once this change is made — the relation, I mean, of sister-in- 
law’ (Keble, p. 5). 

For whom, and for how many, is the innovation asked ? We 
do not deny that there may be some two or three, who, from the 
intimate intercourse which the present state of the law allows, as 
one of the witnessesf states before the Commission, have been led 
to form an attachment which yet that present slate of the law 
forbids ; and who, in deference to the law, have nevertheless 
severally refrained from contracting a marriage which it condemns. 
But, we ask, if no intimate intercourse can subsist without both 
parties, or either, thinking of marriage, and if, when such intimate 
intercourse has terminated in mutual affection, such mutual 
affection is to supersede the law, whatever it may be, on the sub- 
ject, where are we to stop — and why, at all events, at the point 
marked out by the proposed legislation? The argument arising 
from an allowed intercourse, and from an attachment following 
such an intercourse, proves too much, since it may be applied to 
almost nameless cases where the intercourse is still more intimate 
and necessary ; but where — except in the most depraved and 
monstrous natures — no idea of marriage could ever occur. Prin- 
cipiis ohsta. Unless there be a restraint on the eyes, the tongue, 
the imagination, evils will arise even in the case of those now 
pure, which they cannot contemplate without self-abhorrence ; 
but which those who remember the awful example in Scripture, 
will pray God to avert from them — ^ Is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this great thing ? ’ 

But, as Mr. Alexander Hope remarks, ^the case is rare 
where, as in the circumstances of the last of the anonymous wit- 
nesses, the witness already referred to — a witness whom he 
justly describes as "of another and' higher stamp of moral fcel- 


* * There was another case at Norwich where a man married three sisters in succes- 
sion.’ Evidence, Ans. 1040 . — * I saw one woman who was the third sister the man had 
married; and her exuression to me^os, that, if she died, she believed her husband 
would have the fourtn — that was in Sheflield.’ Ans. 160. 

f A. 012, p. SO. See also the letter of another anonymous gentleman to Mr. 
Wortley, in pp. 152, 163, of the Appendix. 

ing — 
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ing’* — the party asking for a repeal of the law has not already vio- 
lated it. And we might contend, in the indignant language of Mr. 
Keble (p. 5), that if the complaints of those who violate the law 
arc to justify the abrogation of it, there is no offence which will 
not speedily be blotted out of the calendar of English crime. 
But without quoting that language, this at least is clear, that every 
argument used for the abrogation of the law of marriage may be 
applied with equal force to the repeal of the law of the Sabbath. 
It is disregarded by many — it is an infringement of natural 
liberty. Even if it be clear that it was imposed on the Jews, it is 
more than doubtful whether it be binding on Christians. ‘ I have 
spoken to an Archbishop and a Bishop : one, the Archbishop of 
, is decidedly against the Scriptural obligation of the Sab- 
bath ; the other, the Bishop of , said, that certainly in the 

Gospel there was no distinct enforcement of it.’ The readers of 
the evidence will see the kind of Episcopal authority which is 
quoted in favour of the repeal of the marriage law ; and will 
admit that the authority in favour of our release from the restraints 
of the Sabbath is as valid as that in favour of our release from the 
restraints of the prQ^gnt law of marriage. 

The evasion of a law, the defiance of a law, or the disregard of 
a law on the part of a lew who are subjects of that law, has never 
yet been held an argument for the repeal of such law. ‘ But,’ 
say the advocates of tlie new licence, ‘ we are not few but many : 
we claim this repeal because the actual law torments thousands 
and thousands of us.’ The barristers of ^ seven years’ standing,’ of 
course, and "our own Commissioner,’ and " our own correspondent,’ 
have, by a rule-of-three sum, made out that between 30,000 
and 40,000 marriages of men with the sisters of their deceased 
wives took place between the year J835 — the date when, by Lord 
Lyndhurst’s Act, they were forbidden — and the year 1847, when 
the enumeration was made. The " Times ’ newspaper said 
acutely, some months ago, that the number of such marriages was 
more probably one cipher less — i, c. 3000 or 4000. Mr. Goul- 
burn, in a most masterly and comprehensive speech, which we 
regret not to be able to place as one of the works at the head of 
this article, since it has not been published separately, blew into 
air all the statistics of the case, hoisted the engineer with his own 
petard, an^ demolished all the.arguments which could be urged in 
reference to the numbers of those who are ^grieved and wronged ’ 
by the existing law of God and man. He took a medium num- 


* Mr. A. B. Hope's letter to Sir R. H. Inglis, p. 12S, iu reference to Evidence in 
the Report, 909-926. 
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ber, say 36,000, as the aggregate of the marriages contracted in 
the period ; and then, dissecting that number, he took 3000 as 
the average number in each of the twelve years ; and he then 
took 12,000, which the Registrar* General showed to be the num- 
ber of marriages between all widowers and all s})insters in the one 
year, 1847 ; and thus made it clear to every boy at any school, 
National, British and Foreign, or Kay Shuttleworth schools — 
either that every fourth man, who married in 1847 must have 
married his deceased wife’s sister, or that there Is no more value 
in the 'facts’ of Messrs. Crowder and Maynard, their clients and 
their agents, than there is force in their ' arguments.’ 

It has been asked in Parliament — and we have already hinted 
at the question — where, if the proposed law shall break down the 
present lines, is the inroad to stop? We repeat the question 
formally : is there any ^consistency in stopping where Mr. Wortley 
stops ? He alters the law of the land, and he violates the law of 
the Church, and he wounds the feelings of thousands of men and 
of ten thousands of women, and he hazards the happiness of do- 
mestic life in some of its dear and now sacred relations ; but does 
he establish a principle ? No, he only makes an exception. The 
principle, and some are bold enough to maintain it, is, ‘ Abolish 
all restraints on marriage, except where there is a blood-relation- 
ship; we mean, such a blood- relationship as nature abhors.* 
But ' Stop,’ says a still bolder one ; * why should my liberty be 
restrained by your scruples about nature abhorring anything ? ’ 
We cannot pursue this subject further ; but we may say thus 
much, that to get rid of all prohibition in respect to all degrees 
of affinity is consistent with a j)rinciple — odious, repulsive, and 
fatal as would be the working of that principle : but to get rid of 
the prohibition in respect to the one prominent degree, lor which 
heaven and eartli are now moved, involves great evil, in fact ; and 
does not attain, even in theory, the miserable satisfaction of esta- 
blishing a mischievous principle. 

We have just said, and much of the preceding reasoning, and 
all of our preceding quotations, have had relation to the one pro- 
minent degree now sought to be expunged from the Table of Pro- 
hibited Degrees; we mean, the marriage of a man with the sister 
of his deceased wife. But we must not conceal from our readers 
that Mr. Wortley’s Bill proposes td^tJ’egalise another u|iion, which, 
though technically further removed, our apprehension, in 

some respects even , more repulsive than that of a widower with 
his’late Wife’s sister — it is his marriage with her niece. We feel 
all the delicacy of this, and indeed of every portion of tile subject. 
It i$ enough to say, that in the vast majority of all marriages the 

age 
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age of the man exceeds, and sometimes greatly exceeds, that of the 
wife ; and that in the vast majority of the cases which could be 
conceived under the present head, the widower would be far older 
than his second bride — probably a child during his first marriage, 
whom he ought never to have regjirded except with parental eyes-. 

But such cases are brought forward in the evidence before the 
Commissioners — what Mr. Thornburn calls familiarly ' niece 
cases.’ We do not here confine ourselves to those alliances which 
Mr. Wortley desires to permit: we do not refer to a Birmingham 
cleigyman marrying his wife’s niece — now a ^ ])eneficed clergy- 
man,’ by the bye, living ‘perfectly comfortable’ in the witness’s 
parish nor to a Norfolk magistrate who was not ashamed to 
contract the same unholy alliance ; j- nor to those at Sheffield 
who ‘occasionally’ marry the wife's niece but we do refer to 
cases ' where a man had inarrie<l his own iiieccj § It is to thU class 
of cases that Mr. Thornburn had so naively adverted : ‘ I dare 
say I may have, in the course of my notes, two or three othe^ 
niece cases, but not more.’ Another of the barristers, sent forth 
to make inquiries, says, ‘ I think there arc about six instances of 
marriages of the party’s own nieces, not deceased wives’^ nieces.’ 
(Foster’s Evidence, p. 4.) I’his is not the worst : ‘ there were one 
or two, out of the six, where a man had married the mother and 
the daughter ; but I think six is the outside of those cases.’ 
(Foster’s Kvidence, Answer 17, p. 4 ) ‘One,’ says another in- 
((uiring banister in another district, ‘ married his wife’s mother.’ 
(Aspinall, Answ^ 47, p, G.) || ^ . 

And it is to ihc prospect of such cases, and to the increase of 
alliances w^ich we believe to be repugnant to the law of God, 
that we look fearfully — when the barriers shall be broken donvn 
which now, by the double sanction of ‘ Scripture and our laws,’ 
forbid a man to marry either his wife’s sister or his wife’s niece. 
Each of these would be evil, but each might be exceeded in evil : 
there would be no further limit, so far as principle is concerned, 
in regard to any other case of affinity \ and as to consanyuinity, 

* Evidence of Rev, S. Garbett, A. 1073, 1074, compared with evidence of J. 
Rrofherfon, Esq. (Evidence^ uidess, wbich we liope ii not the cose, thi witnesies 
refer to two diflerent unions. , ^ 

t Evidence, p. 12. Perbam fbe same case is stated in p. 14. 

I Evidence, Answer 142, 

{ Evidence,,<^Aii*wer 117, p. 12. ^ 

II This more than realises thej^afe already put too happily by Dr, PuMy, iu answer 
to Mr. Hatchard, who had confi^detl in his evidence before the Commissioners tliat, 
though man and wife afe cnlle^l *one flesh’ by the word^ God, yet tliait, as such 
relation did not exist l)er<>re marriage, it ceases wlieii the morriai^ is dissolved by 
death, and, consequently, that the widower is at lilierty to marry hia first wife's sister 
as ^ing hlto^flier a stranger. ‘ Mr. batchard,* says Dr. Puscy (Preface, p. Ixxxiii.), 
*pr0l>ab1y did notr observe that bis argument applies equally to the wife's mother or 
daughter.* 

VOL. Lxxxv. NO. cucix. N there 
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there is little ground of hope that, thenceforth, men would regard 
it as a limit beyond which their eye ought not to wander : the 
law of God, which was the safest foundation for the restriction in 
cases of ajffinity having been abandoned^ the only safe foundation 
for the restriction in cases of consanguinity is undermined. And 
the example of others will seduce many. It is not the least pain- 
ful part of the examination conducted by the Commissioners, that 
relerence So frequent is made, both in the questions and in the 
answers, to the opinions of men, and reference so scanty to the 
will of God, as determining the fitness or unfitness of the mar- 
riages which formed the subject of inquiry. Thus, (Evidence, 
p. 13) we find the Commissioners asking, ^ Are persons who 
have contracted such marriages looked down upon by their friends 
and associates ? * and we find in the answers, ^ Quite the contrary — 
held in the highest regard — full knowledge and approval of all her 
relations — speak of them with the greatest regard.’ Almost all 
the parties, indeed, to whose marriages the witnesses refer, are 
what they call ‘ respectable.’ One of them gravely adopts the 
celebrated reply of a witness in the famous Tlnirtell case of mur- 
der — who had described one of the parties as a respectable iiia|i : 
^ Witness,’ said the Court, ^ what do you mean by respectable V 
^ I mean, my Lord, that he keeps a gig.’ So Mr. Thornburn de- 
scribes tho hero of one of his cases — ' a man icho keeps his ear* 
riage, . He is much respected; and though he is living in open 
concubinage, his neighbours sympathise with him.’ 

We dread the contagion of this morbid sympathy — we dread 
the defendit nurnerus. * The respectable man * who keeps his car- 
riage will infect the man who keeps his gig ; the two ^vill corrujit 
the shopkeeper and the farmer, and the practice of these will 
descend to the lowest ; so long as all, by upholding each other, 
can prevent the occurrence— which in Scotland and in Ireland 
still is happily found — of a public disapprobation, equal in force 
to law, even if law had been wanting, against the unsanctified 
alliance. 

But ^ the plague is begun,’ and the evil is already gone forth. 
Legislation, indeed, will make it worso^^ce the nation as a 
nation will then be committed ^ the si^^ut even the popular 
discussion of the subject however inevi^lc, on the right side, 
when the agitation has been urgedlon by our opponents, is itself 
an almost incalculable mischief. Thoughts, which never would 
have occurred to tl^^ pure, have been forced on the purest — a re- 
latipnship which had given a mother to orphans, while it still 
gave a sister to the widower — is hazarded, if not broken up ; and 
hundreds, who have looked on each.Qther with the feelings of a 
blood-relationship, are even now compelled to think that the pro- 

tection, 
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tection, which saved them from even a doubt or a thought in each 
other’s minds^ will no longer save them from suspicion ; and the 
children, the objects of their joint care, must be abandoned, since 
some loud and interested clamourers have declared that sisters of 
a wife deceased are to the widower no more than any other mar- 
riageable woman ; and their own delicacy will then prompt them 
to withdraw from a position which no other marriageable woman 
could fill. 

We cannot conclude this article without some reference to the 
composition of the Commission, and to the course of its proceed- 
ings. The Queen was advised to intrust the inquiry to the gen- 
tleman who moved the address to Her Majesty praying for it, to 
a bishop, a common-law judge, an ecclesiastical judge, the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, and the late Remembrancer for Ireland, 
Mr. A, R. Blake. We do not say that the Commission was radi- 
cally defective ; but we think that some, at least, of the gentlemen 
named were already known to have formed their own conclusions 
before they undertook the inquiry. We may be mistaken as to 
the person who, having as rector been consulted by one of the 
witnesses, ‘ is now a bishop or that witness may himself have 
utterly mistaken his then rector’s opinion. (See Ans. 2G7, Evi- 
dence, p. 25.) We also may be mistaken as to any previously 
expressed opinion of any other Commissioner. But we cannot 
be mistaken as to the view of the mover of the Commission. His 
object — however anxious he might be to be impartial in his indi- 
vidtftil dealings wdth the case — must have been to sustain his own 
position; and our chief complaint is that the Commissioners 
generally put the whole inquiry into the hands of Messrs. Crowder 
and Maynard ; whose firm, as Mr. Ker Seymer said in the House 
of Commons, ought to have been endorsed on the Report as 'Soli- 
citors for the Plaintiffs.' There appears to have been little or no 
cross-examination of any of the witnesses whose names appear on 
the b^ck of their brief; while one of the witnesses on the other 
side seems, by his own showing at least, to have been subjected 
to treatment which was less j udicial than we could have desired 
or expected. This 2 xU^|kt is cle^ that whatever may have been 
the wish of Her MajSn^advisej^that, by a balance in the Com- 
mission, all might have ^en fair and equal, the Commissioners by 
their non-attendance defeated mat object; since on the day when 
he was examined three only attended;* and his answers^ which 
were strictly in accordance with the Protestant f&ith as established 
in this country, were objected to, altered, and expunged, because 
a member of ,|he Church of Rome was one of theXJommission 

* Proposed Alteration of the Law of Marriage, by the Hon. and Rev. A. P . Perceval, 

P. 5. , 
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then present. He adds that the three Commissioners before 
whom he appeared were ‘the three acting Commissioners.’ If 
this be incorrect, the Commissioners have themselves only to blame 
for the mis-statement, since, contrary \i^e believe to the example 
of every other Royal Commission^ they never record their own 
names as present on any one given day. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that they never prefix their names to any of their ques- 
tions : whereas in the proceedings of the other Royal Commission 
issued at the same time — for inquiring into the British Museum — 
each meeting of the members begins with a record of their names, 
and every one of them makes himself responsible for every ques- 
tion which he addresses to any witness. 

All this is matter of comparatively little importance. The real 
objection to the proceedings of the Commissioners is, that they 
did not seek for evidence or weigh its value. It is a remarkable 
fact, in reference to both these points, that they did not ex- 
amine any one minister of the Established Chitych of Scotland ; 
and that, having taken evidence {Report ^ pp. 63-G l, Q, 557- 
583) intended to prove that one of the ministers of that Church 
had knowingly celebrated such a marriage, although they were 
afterwards solemnly assured by him that the evidence was utterly 
incorrect, they nevertheless published the evidence fis if it had 
not been contradicted. It is true that they conceal the names of 
both parlies, and may say that therefore they do not injure the 
clergyman, or benefit the layman ; but the publication of the 
alleged fact benefits his cause, by showing that a clergyman in 
the metropolis of Scotland recognised such an alliance as ‘a valid 
marriage.’ At all events, this instance entitles us to ask, when 
there was so little cross-examination of the parties, so little sifting 
of their evidence, how many of the other witnesses, alike un- 
named, alike interested in their own behalf, may have made other 
declarations alike void of foundation? Yet there are those who, 
because such evidence has been taken before ‘ a Royal Commis- 
sion,' and because ‘a Royal Commission’ has thought fit to 
publish it, pay a spurious deference to it. 

^ Having thus alluded to th^|kind of jifl^ence taken and pub- 
lished by the Commissioners, ^ may the single tribute 

of approbation to which they are entiilld, that they themselves 
attach no ]>ractical value to that Evidence, since they are, at any 
rate, unable to draw any other conclusion from it tha]\7^^?, whicii 
word, after a little* self-praise, they thus cautiously expand into 
the last sentence of their Report: — ^‘Whether any, or what mea- 
sure should be introduced for a change of the law, either on the 
side of relaxation or of stricter prohibition^ we must leave to the 
wisdom of the Legislature.’ This conclusion will in truth sur- 
prise 
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prise no one who considers that, after all, the Commissioners 
must, in reviewing their own proceedings, have felt that they had 
been content, in great measure, to take evidence as it might be 
tendered, chiefly l3y the acute firm who got up the case ; or by 
parties, mostly anonymous, who were interested in the proposc<l 
alteration of the law'. Yet the Commissioners at one time knew 
better. They thought fit to address to the Lord Primate of all 
Ireland a communication requesting his Grace to ascertain the 
opinions of the clergy of Ireland on the subject of Marriages within 
the Prohibited Degrees. Why did not they address a similar com- 
munication to the Lord Primate of all England? Pcrliaps the 
rcjily which they received from the Archbishop of Armagh and 
the other prelates of Ireland did not encourage them to prosecute 
their inquiries. The words of the first noble and venerable man 
are as follows : — ‘ My opinion is decidedly opposed to a removal 
of the prohibition w'hich prevents a man from marrying his wife's 
sister. I’hero arc, I believe, but very few cases of such marriages 
among persons of the higher ranks of society in this country; and 
among the lower orders, I understand, marriages of this kind are 
regarded w'itli great dislike.’ The Bishop of Meath, speaking of 
public opinion in Ireland on this subject, says, p, 156 — ‘Such 
marriages have been held in much greater abhorrence than in 
England! I know of only three or four in my long life; and the 
couples so united w ore cut off from all society, and even from the 
acquaintance of their nearest relations.’ If the Commissioners 
had desired to have the opinions of the clergy of England, their 
course was dear — namely, to submit to the Archbishops of Can- 
terbury and of York a request that their Graces would in their 
. respective provinces obtain through the several diocesans the re- 
turns of llie archdeaconries or rural deaneries, respectively, on the 
tw'o questions of opinion and of fact. The opinions so collected 
would, we think, have shown a vast preponderance against altering 
the existing law : the facts, we also think, would have shown that 
the existing law is violated far less frequently than has been as- 
sumed. We have ourselves taken town parishes and country 
parishes : in four agrtSlWlural papshes there has been no remem- 
bered instance of a'^vrtpower marrying his late wife’s sister ; in 
another, only one in seventeen years. The Rev. J. E. Tyler, 
having ‘ made careful inquiries in his parish of St. Giles/ says, 
‘ I have? not known one in my parish since I became rector in 1826.* 
(Ans. 1212, p. 108.) Another London clergytnan, from whom we 
have seen a return, miiintains that the feelings of the poor, and the 
habits of the poor, and the silence “of the poor in respect to any 
grievance arising from the present law, nil concur in proving that, 
speaking generally; they seek no change. That it is not a poor 
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man’s question is clear from the fact (App. p. 140), that of the 
1648 marriages enumerated by Mr. Crowder, 40 only are in the 
class of labourers and mechanics. Of the twelve thousand 
widowers who marry spinsters, how many have infant children 
requiring female care, and is that care never to be found in the 
widower’s own mother, or in the widower’s own sisters ? — is he 
never to obtain help from his own aunt, or from his wife’s aunt ? 
— and must he see his children orphanless, unless he can prevail 
on their mother’s own sister to violate alike the law of the Bible 
and the law of the land, and become their stepmother, and the 
only wife whom he can find ? 

But without referring to marriages, the bare existence of any 
female relation on the husband’s side as the protectress of his 
children seems never to have occurred as a possibility even to the 
wild imagination of the witnesses before the Commission ; nor is 
it ever stated by any one of them that his own sisters had ever 
been or could ever be as mothers to his children. 

Relations more sacred than those of brother and sister are, 
however, now at stake. This is, indeed, as it has been already 
called in the House of Commons, emphatically a ^woman’s 
question and, as such, even if there be a prejudice on the part 
of woman, it ought to be treated tenderly by the sex which enjoys 
the monopoly of legislation. Rut it is not a prejudice ;* and the 
women of England — of whom, if the numbers were told, an over- 
whelming majority would concur in deprecating the proposed 
licence — appeal not merely to the existing law of the land — not 
merely to their Bibles, strong and stronger still as are those 
authorities — but, as the ' Englishwoman ’ states, ^to the law of 
God written in our hearts, and re-echoed by the feelings of our 
nature.’ Admitting that the alliance is not forbidden in very 
terms and syllables, she says, for herself and her sex — ‘ Where the 
command is not in express words, we bind ourselves by its spirit ; 
and on our humble and faithful obedience to its dictates we rest 
our hopes of future recompense, or ground our fears of future 
retribution and punishment’ (p. 4) : and she closes her appeal 
by, earnestly imploring the House of Commons, as husbands, 
brothers, and fathers, 

‘ to remove no safeguard to our virtue and our peace. — If female purity 
and innocence, domestic harmony and joy, be dear to you — we entreat 
your consideration and aid ; and beseech you, in the eyes of your God 
and of your country, not, for the sake of the few whose motives cannot 
bear the scrutiny, to sacrifice the well-being — the happiness of the 
whole.’ 

[Page 157, line 19, for twelve rtad ten.] 
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Art. Vf. — A Second Visit, to t1i4 United States, in the Yeark 
1845-6. By Sir Charles Lyell. 2 vols. 1849. 

T^HIS is very pleasant and at the same time very instructive 
* reading. Sir Charles Lyell ranges with great ease, liveli- 
ness, and rapidity over an infinite variety of subjects, religious, 
scientific, political, social — from the most profound inquiries into 
the structure of the immense continent of North America, and the 
institutions, the resources, the destiny of the mighty nation which 
is spreading over it with such unexampled activity, down to the 
lightest touches of Transatlantic character and manners. Now 
we are discussing the grooves and indentations which the icebergs 
have left, as they grated over the rocks, when great part of Canada 
and the United States formed the bottom of an unfathomed ocean ; 
we arc taking measure of the enormous coal-fields, as large as 
most European kingdoms, which promise to be the wealth and 
strength of this great federation ; or we are calculating the thou- 
sands of years before man bcccame an inhabitant of our planet, 
when the Mississippi began to accumulate its Delta. We are 
now amusing ourselves among the every-day topics of American 
steam- boats and railroads, with incidental anecdotes of the lan- 
guage, habits, modes of feeling in the various races and classes or 
conditions of American citizens ; we may almost see the growth of 
cities springing into existence, we trust under happier auspices, 
as in a more genial clime, but hardly less rapidly, than that which 
Milton describes as ' rising like an exhalation,^ We are dis- 
cussing the exhausted Oregon question, the inexhaustible Slavery 
question ; even to the Millcrites, a set of fanatic impostors and 
dupes, who sat up in their winding-sheets, or in more becoming 
white robes, ^wailing, on the night of Oct. 23, 1844, the disso- 
lution of this world and all its geology. 

Sir Charles Lyell’s present volumes will command the interest 
of the ordinary reader in a much higher degree than his former 
valuable Tour, which we take some shame to ourselves for not 
having reviewed in this Journal.* Not only do the author's peculiar 
pursuits occupy in proportion much less space, but the scientific 
part, without being condescendingly popular, from bis perfect 
mastery of his topics and the lively perspicuity of his style, 
has the rare merit of making the most abstruse discussions 
intelligible, we cannot but think even attractive, if not to the 
absolutely uninitiate, to those who have but slight elementary 
acquaintance with this new philosophy. If on the other ^ave 
questions with which Sir Charles Lyell, in the strong curiosity of 
an active and firdent mind, delights to grapple, his judgments do 

* The former tour was made in 1841-2, and the account of it (2 voli.) publithedl 
in 1845. This ought to be at hand while one reads the new book. 
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not always obtain our assent, they command our respect*for their 
honesty, calmness, and moderation. If from the natural bias of 
his mind, predisposed and kindled by the wonderful revelations 
of his own science to the utmost speculative freedom and bold- 
ness, from gratitude for the more than generous hospilality 
which he everywhere met with, from the honour paid to his 
philosophical pursuits, the universal acceptance which he en- 
countered in all parts of the land, he is inclined to take a favour- 
able view of American institutions and American life — to look 
forward with sanguine hope to the future of this great unpre- 
cedented experiment in political society; there is, nevertheless, 
no blind flattery, no courteous reticence of that which is socially 
dangerous or disagreeable, if not worse, in the result of those 
institutions or in the prevailing character of that life. The 
work may at once enlighten and render us more just and 
fair on our side of the Atlantic; on the other side, by the strong 
predominance of good-will, by the total absence of acrimony, 
though now and then there is a touch of sly, perhaps involuntary 
satire (in some of the quiet anecdotes there is a Angular force and 
poignancy), it may afford matter for serious reflection to the 
thoughtful and dispassionate, and force or win some to sober 
thought who are in danger of surrendering themselves U) the 
unsaie guidance of ])assion, jealousy, or national vanity. Wc 
cannot but hail with satisfaction anything which may tend to 
promote the mutual harmony and good-will of the great Anglo- 
Saxon race, on whom, at present at least, seems to depend the 
cause of order, civilization, and religion. 

We write with fear and trembling when, amid this universal 
breaking up ol the fountains of human affairs, wc dwell on the 
stability of any political institutions. The Alinighy^ might seem 
to have wi iitcn on the crystal arch of the all-seen heavens, or 
rather on the crumbling walls of earthly palaces, for all mankind 
to read, the simple AjKistolic axiom, ‘ Be not high-minded, hut 
fear.’ It is in no spirit of boasting, therefore, but in humble grati- 
tude to the Supreme Disposer of all things, that wc refuse to close 
our eyes upon this inevitable fact. So far as the world as yet has 
shown — partly, jierhaps, from some innate national idiosyncracy, 
but far more from its slow and gradual training, its widely rami- 
fied and universal scheme of self-government, the growth of its 
laws and polity out of its character, the strengthening of its cha- 
racter in congeniality and in attachment to its laws and polity — the 
Angip-Saxon race alone seems gifted with the power of building 
up for duration free institutions in the two majestic forms of an 
ancient constitutional monarchy and of a new federal jrepublic. To 
each itS'Station has manifestly been appointed by irrepealable laws, 
and by the force of uncontrollable circumstances. England, in the 

nature 



Lyell’^ Second Visit to the United States. 


185 


nature of things, could no more have become — could no more be- 
come — a flourishing republic, than America could have started as a 
dignified monarchy. England could no more, with safety, without 
endangering all that is her pride, her glory, and her strength, even 
her existence — withojjt hazarding her wealth, her culture, her place 
among the nations — break with the Past, sweep away her throne, 
her aristocracy, and her church ; dismantle her Windsor, demolish 
her Alnwicks, andChatsworths, and Belvoirs, and Blenheims, and 
Hatfields; break up her cathedrals into congregational churches — 
than America, when the inevitable day of her independence was 
come, could have vested her presidency in an hereditary line of 
sovereigns, or attempted to create an aristocracy without descent, 
wealth, traditionary names, or those great professional fortunes 
and distinctions, or fortunes and distinctions from public services, 
which are the popular element constantly renewing our aristocracy. 
This subject — 'this great much-injured name’ — the Aristocracy 
of England, with its influence, we have long wished to see treated 
with the fulness, the freedom, the j)hilosophic impartiality of 
M. do Toequevi H ip’s celebrated work on the Democracy of Ame- 
rica; but we confess that among the most profound as among the 
more empiric or ignorant continental writers, including among 
the former M. de Tocqueville himself — even among the most 
enlightened Americans — there seems so complete an incapacity 
of comprehending its real nature and bearings, that we almost 
despair of the fulfilment of our earnest desire. Yet, so long as 
such a work is wanting — a work dcveloj)ing and illustrating 
worthily the profound and real meaning of a phrase which with 
most writers conveys but a vulgar and utterly erroneous reproach 
— we take the freedom to say that no piditical writer can judge, 
with the least justice, the absolute necessity of our present insti- 
tutions to our political and social well being ; nay, the fact, that 
wliile the slow, and gradual, and inevitable expansion of those 
institutions in their own spirit and in their own principles is their 
one safeguard, a revolution which should shatter them to the 
earth would, in Europe at least, throw back for ages the civiliza- 
tion, the order, the social happiness of mankind. We might 
seek in far western realms old English institutions under 
totally different circumstances, growing out into the laws and 
usages of orderly and of happy republics; we might find^our 
laws, our language, our letters renewing their youth under new 
social forms. As we may now, we might perhaps for centuries 
contrast North America with South America — the grave legis- 
lative assemblies of New York or Pensylvania with the lawless 
armed bands in Monte Video or Paraguay, which rise one day to 
power and have disappeared the next — the great system oPcdyca- 
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tion established in Massachusetts, where the whole community 
cheerfully submits to a very heavy taxation to secure the intel- 
lectual and religious advancement of every order, even the lowest 
of the citizens, with the anarchy of Peru and Mexico, where, to 
judge from some recent travellers (Mr. f^xton in Mexico, or 
Dr. Von Tchudi in Peru), the land would hardly lose in peace- 
fulness, or in intelligence and cultivation, if it were resumed 
by the ^dian tribes. We might with deep and reverential sorrow 
acknowledge the truth of Bishop Be 'keley^s famous prophecy as 
to the western course of empire and civilization — a prophecy whi(di 
we will not believe so long as our throne and our three estates 
maintain their ancient authority. 

Enough, perhaps too much of this; more especially since, 
while we attend our accomplished traveller in his wanderings over 
almost the whole continent of North America, we shall be per- 
petually reminded at once of those points of kindred and sym- 
pathy which arise out of our common descent — of. the contrasts 
and differences which spring from the different forms taken by 
institutions primarily of the same origin, but^developed under 
different auspices — wdien we shall behold the strange, striking, 
and amusing juxta-position of the European life of Boston or 
New York, with the savage squattings in the far West; the inflex- 
ible law, which the sovereign people, even while we write, are 
vindicating against a furious mob by the rigiit royal argument of 
files of sdldiers and discharges of musket-balls — to the law of 
Judge Lynch, which the Borderers assured Sir Charles he would 
duly respect as his best, his necessary protection, if he were to 
settle among themselves. This consummation, indeed, they 
seemed to consider the necessary consequence, as it could be the 
sole object, of travelling so far westward. 

Sir C. Lyell left England as far back as Sept. 4, 1845, in one 
of those magnificent steam -ships which have, as it were, bridged 
the Atlantic; and have brought Halifax, and even Boston, almost 
as much within the reach of London as Dublin was in the earlier 
part of this century. We have heard a retired iHome Secretary 
of the old school say, that in his active days, between the trans- 
mission of a despatch and an answer received from the Lard 
Lieutenant of Ireland, owing to adverse winds on both sides of 
the Channel, several weeks had been known to elapse. The 
average passage to Boston is now fourteen days. Here is some- 
thing still more startling : — 

* In September, 1848, one of my London friends sent a message, 
by telegraph, to Liverpool, which reached Boston by mail-steamer 
vi6, Halifax in twelve days, and was sent on immediately by electric 
telegtaph to New Orleans in one day, the answer returning to Boston 
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the day after. Three days were then lost in waiting for the steam^ 
packet, which conveyed the message back to England in twelve days, 
so that the reply reached London on the twenty-ninth day from the 
sending of the question ; tlie whole distance being more than 10,000 
miles, which had been traversed at an average rate exceeding 350 miles 
a-day.’ — vol. i. p. 244.' 

Another singular contrast suggests itself to Sir Charles : his 
noble vessel, the Britannia, was of 1200 tons burthen: the first 
discoverers of America committed themselves to the rnknown 
ocean in barks, one not above 15, Frobisher in two vessels of 20 
or 25 tons; Sir Humphrey Gilbert in one of 10 tons only. Sir 
Charles had the great good fortune — a good fortune which can 
only be duly appreciated by those who know how important a 
part the Glacier theory fills in modern geology — to behold, and 
at safe distance, one of those gigantic icebergs which warp slowly 
down the Atlantic; he could judge, to a certain extent by ocular 
demonstration, how far those mighty masses, ^ voyaging in the 
greatness of their strength,’ might achieve all the wonders now 
assigned to them— the transport of enormous boulders, the fur- 
rowing of the hardest rocks, the transplantation of the seeds of 
arctic or antarctic vegetation. On his return home he had the 
advantage of a nearer view, and detected a huge iceberg, the 
base of which towards the steamer covered GOO feet, actually con- 
veying two })ieces of rock, not indeed of any very great dimensions, 
to be deposited somewhere at the bottom of the sea, a^long way 
to the south. Yet, after all, modern philosophers are prudent 
and unenthusiastic compared to those of old. He who 
‘ ard(‘ntcm frigid us iEtnam 

liisiluit,’ 

is said to have been urged to his awful leap, cither by the desire 
of knowing more, or despair at his knowing nothing, of the causes 
of volcanic action. We do not read of Sir Charles Lyell, nor do 
we hear of any other more self-devoted geologist, desiring. to be 
left, as some melancholy bears sometimes are, on one of these 
majestically-moving and tardily-melting islands, as on an explor- 
ing voyage to test the powers and follow out the slow workings of 
these great geological agents. 

Sir Charles was no stranger at Boston — though Boston, from 
its great improvement in handsome buildings during but three 
years, was in some degree new to him. Before his first journey 
to the United States an invitation to read a course of lectures 
in that city had happily fallen in with his own desire to explore 
the geology of North America. One of those munificent dona^ 
tions for the promotion of intellectual culture, to their honour now 
becoming of frequent occurrence — particularly in the Northern 
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States — had excited the laudable ambition of the conductors of the 
‘Lowell Institute’ to obtain aid from some of the most distin- 
guished philosophers in Europe; and if we may judge from the 
eager curiosity, as well as from the intelligent behaviour of the 
audiences which assembled to hear the author of the ‘ Principles 
of Geology,’ this munificence is not wasted on an ungrateful soil. 
‘ The tickets were given gratuitously to the number of 4500. The 
class usually attending amounted to above oOOO. It was neces- 
sary, thi^efore, to divide them into two classes, and to repeat in 
the evening the lecture of the morning. Among jny hearers 
were persons of both sexes, of every station in society — from the 
most aflluent and eminent in the various learned professions, 
to the humblest mechanics — all well-dressed, and observing the 
utmost decorum.’ {First Tour, vol. i. p, 108.) The scientific 
traveller, indeed, enjoys peculiar advantages. Throughout the 
civilized world he is welcomed at once by persons of kindred 
minds and congenial pursuits — these being in Europe sometimes 
of the highest rank and position — everywhere of superior educa- 
tion and intelligence. Tiie man of science may be but a man of 
science — his entire mind narrowed to one study — his conversation 
on one subject; the whole talk of a zoologer may be of Mammalia 
and Mollusks — of Ornithorhynchi Paradoxi and the last of the 
Dodos; the botanist may be but a ‘ culler of simples even the 
geologist may have such a mole-like vision for that which is umler 
the earth %s to see nothing upon it — he may seem to despise 
everything not pre-Adamitic — his vocabulary may not go beyond 
greywacke, eocene and meiocene, ichthyosauri and plesiosauri. 
But these are the rare exceptions — the hermits and devotees of an 
exclusive study. Far more usually men of science arc not merely 
under the strong desire, almost the necessity, of extending their 
knowledge to kindred branches of natural philosophy ; but they 
are likewise men of keen observation, quickened intelligence, ex- 
tensive information on all general subjects. It must be of inesti- 
mable use to the traveller to be thrown at once under the guidance 
of such persons ; instead of being entirely dependent, at best, on 
chance letters of introduction, on the casual a'cquaintance of the 
steam-boat, the rail way- carriage, or the table d’hdtc (though, of 
course, much that is amusing and characteristic may be gleaned 
by the clever and communicative tourist from these sources, and, 
well weighed and winnowed, may assist in judgments on graver 
subjects) — or, last and worst of all, on the professional guide or 
lacquey-de-place. Nor is it only in cities like Boston, in meetings 
held in that capital of American geologists, that Sir Charles 
Lyell findi^ a zealous interest in his own inquiries, as well as 
society ealculated to give him sound views on the state and 
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prospects of the country. It is remarkable that in the most 
•remote and untravelled quarters of the spacious land — on tiie 
ed^e of the wilderness — even within the primeval forest^ where 
men have just hewn themselves out room for a few dwellings 
— he encounters persons familiar with his own works^ who are 
delighted to accompany him on his expeditions, and to make 
an honourable exchange of their own local observations for the 
more profound and comprehensive theories, the larger and uni- 
versal knowledge, of a great European master of the sciel^e. Of 
course now and then he will fall in with admirers of his science 
rather solicitous to turn it to })ractical than to philosophical advan- 
tage — men who would not be sorry to have the name of the famous 
geologist as at least encouraging the hope of finding coal or valu- 
able minerals on certain lands, the value of which would rise 
thereby in the market with the rapidity once possessed by railway 
shares. A geological Dousterswivel would find plenty of victims 
— or Face would be content to agree with Subtle for a full share 
in the vast profits of such ‘ smart ’ transactions. VVe have heard 
of advances of this kind, only prevented from becoming more ex- 
plicit, only crushed in the bud, by certain unmistakable signs of 
impracticability, of an unapproachable dignity of honour and 
honesty, which even awed such men. But — besides and beyond 
the facilities thus {xfforded to Sir C. Lyell for his more complete 
geological survey of the land — our knowledge of the intimate 
footing on which he stood with the intellectual aristociacy of the 
United States, his opportunities^ of which he seems constantly to 
have availed himself, of gathering information from those most 
trustworthy authorities, gives far greater weight to his statements 
on these more general subjects. VVe are hearing through him 
educated and accomplished Americans speaking of themselves 
and of their own country ; while at the same time the pursuits of 
the geologist, leading him almost over the whole vast area of the 
United States, to its wildest and most untravelled regions, are 
constantly setting him down in the strangest quarters, bringing 
him into contact with every gradation of wild as well as of civilized 
life. He is among abolitionists and slave-holders — peojple of colour, 
and of every shade and hue of colour ; he is lodging in a splendid 
hotel or in a log-hut ; travelling smoothly in well-appointed rail- 
road carriages, in splendid floating hotels on the great rivers^ or 
jolting ovci corduroy roads in cars or in stage-coaches, whicH^ 
might seem to be making their own road as they proceed ; on 
Sundays he is listening to Dr. Channing — to Dr. Hawkes or some 
other of our eloquent Episcopalian divines — or to a black Baptist 
preacheiv himself the only white man in a large congregation. ^ 

. We return to our traveller at Boston — admonishing the pa^er 
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that we are about to dwell far more on these general topics than 
on the author s scientific inquiries. To geologists his wofk will ’ 
not want our commendation : his name, and if more than his 
name were wanting, his former volumes, his masterly account of 
Niagara, his description of the organic remains discovered in 
various parts of the continent, as well as his other papers on the 
geology of the New World, will at once command their attention. 
Our first impression, not only at Boston, but throughout the ex- 
tensive Journeys on which we accompany Sir Charles Lyell, is 
that we are travelling in a Transatlantic England ; yet we can 
never forget that it is Transatlantic : the points of resemblance 
and dissimilitude — of kindred, and of departure from the original 
' stock — of national sympathies and national peculiarities — are 
equally staking ; and give at once the interest of that which is 
native and familiar, and the freshness of a strange and untrodden 
land. ' It is an agreeable novelty to a naturalist to combine the 
speed of a railway and the luxury of good inns with the sight of 
the native forest; the advantages of civilization with the beauty of 
unreclaimed nature — no hedges, few ploughed fields, the wild 
plants, trees, birds and animals undisturbed.’ This is a slight 
and casual illustration of our travelling in a Transatlantic Eng- 
land. But the affinity and the difference extend much further. 
England is circumscribed within two comparatively small islands 
— the United States stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
from the St. Lawrence to the Bay of Mexico. England, with 
colonies and dependencies almost as vast as America itself, but dis- 
tant, scattered over remote regions, in every continent — America, 
swallowing up, as if already not spacious enough, bordering terri- 
tories, but those territories only divided by mountain ranges or 
uncultivated provinces ; England, therefore, with an excessive 
population pent within her narrow pale, is finding a vent only at 
great cost and with great difficulty, and is ever threatened by explo- 
sion from its accumulation in crowded quarters — America is 
spreading freely, and year after year adding almost ne\v states to her 
Union; making highways of rivers which but a short time before 
were rarely broken by the canoe of the Indian/.but are now daily 
and nightly foaming up before the prow, and the paddles of the 
huge steamboat ; exemplifying Cooper^s famous sentence, quoted by 
Sir Charles Lyell, that Heaven itself would have no charm for 
the backwoodsman if he heard of any place farther w^st. Eng- 
land proper has long completely amalgamated her earlier races — 
the Briton, the Saxon, the Dane, and the Norman for centuries 
have been merged undistinguishably into the Englishman; we may 
say nearly the same as to Scotland ; yet England has her Celtic 
population in Ireland — either from her impolitic and haughty 
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exclusiveness, or the stubborn aversion on the other part, or what 
may almost seem a natural and inextinguishable oppugnancy, a 
mutual repulsion — still lying on the outside of her higher civiliza- 
tion, a separate, unmingling nation. America has the not less 
dangerous black races, apparently repelled by a more indelible 
aversion, in a state of actual slavery — of which we wish that we 
could foresee some safe and speedy termination. England from 
her remote youth has slowly and gradually built up her history, 
her laws, her constitution, her cities, her wealth, her arts, her letters, 
her commerce, her conquests; — America^ in some respects born 
old, is starting at the point where most riilions terminate, with all 
the elements of European civilization, to be employed, quickened 
it may be and sharpened by her own busy acuteness and restless 
activity ; with a complete literature, in which it might almost seem 
imj)ossibIe to find j)lace for any great genius, should such arise 
among our American sons, in its highest branches — at least of 
poetry and inventive fiction; with English books in every cottage; 
with the English Bible the book of her religion. She is receiving 
with every packet all the products of our mind — and we must not 
deny making some valuable returns in the writings of her Pres- 
cotts, Irvings, Bancrofts, Channings : America, in short, is an 
England almost without a Past — a Past at the furthest but of a 
few centuries ; if calculated from her Declaration of Independ- 
ence, a Past not of one century — though assuredly, if it had but 
given birth to Washington, no inglorious Past. Blit she has, it 
must seem, a Future (and this is the conclusion from Sir Charles 
Lycll’s book) which, if there be any calculation to be formed 
on all the elements of power, wealth, greatness, happiness — if 
we have not fondly esteemed more highly than we ought the 
precious inheritance of our old English institutions, and the 
peculiar social development which may counteract and correct, at 
least for a long period, the dangers inseparable from republican 
polities — a Future which might almost tempt us to the sanguine 
presumption of supposing, in favour of this Transatlantic England, 
an exception to the great mysterious law of Providence— 

^ * 

‘ Pnidens futuri temporis exituiu 

Caliginosi iioctc premit Deus.' 

Boston itself forces upon us, in more than one pointy the analogy 
and the divergence of England and America. America is an Eng- 
land without a capital, without a London. A London she could 
not have had without a king, without an aristocracy, without a 
strong central government, without a central legislature, central 
courts of laW| lyithout a court, without an hereditary peeragCi wo 
may well without a St. Paul’s and a Westminster Abbey. It « 
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is singular, but it is both significant and intelligible, that Wash- 
ington is the onl^ city in America which has not grown with 
rapidity: — 

‘ In spite of some new public edifices built in a handsome style of 
Greek architecture, we are struck with the small progress made in 
three years since we were last here. The vacant spaces are not filling 
up w'ith private houses, so that the would-be metropolis wears still the 
air of some projected scheme which lias failed.’ — vol. i. p. 265. 

The cities of America answer to our great modern commercial 
towns, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham. Many of these 
English towns have bojfMed and may still boast of scientific and 
literary circles, to which have belonged men not equal perhaps to 
those of whom Boston is liow proud, but still — notwithstanding the 
natural flow of the life-blood to the heart, the gravitation whicli 
draws all the more eminent talent to London — of deserved name 
and estimation." Yet Boston, New York, perhaps Philadelphia 
and Baltimore (NeW Orleans seems to stand by itself, with some 
faint kindred with Paris^ are, though not tlie capitals of the 
Federation, the capitals of States. Boston in oi\e respect, as 
likewise the province of Massachusetts, and indeed the New 
England States in general, may glory in one distinction, of which 
we cannot boast, the cheerful, unrcluctant submission to general 
and by no means light taxation for the purposes of public edu- 
cation. We; have before us, besides Sir Charles LyelTs volumes, 
a report of the Massachusetts Board of Education, and an 
eloquent speech of the late most highly respected Minister of 
the United States in England, Mr. Everett, for a short time the 
President of Harvard College, near Boston. In the main facts 
they fully agree : — 

‘The number of public or free schools in Massachusetls in 184DI-6, 
for a population of 800,000 souls, was about 500, which would allow 
a teacher for each twenty-five or thirty children, as many as they can 
well attend to. The sum raised by direct tuxaticoi for the wages and 
board of the tutors and for fuel for the schools is upwards of 600,000 
dollars, or 120,000 guineas [Mr. Everett states the amdiint for 1848 at 
754,000 dollars], but this is exclusive of all ^^Signditure for school- 
houses, libraries, and apparatus, for which oth<»TOunds are appropri- 
.ated, and every year a great number of newer and finer buildings are 
erected. Upon the whole about one million of dollars h spent in 
teaching a population of 800,000 souls, indepejidejgtly ofHhe sums ex^ 
pended on private instruction^ which in the city of Boston is su^ppseci 
to be equal to the money levied by taxes for the free schools, or 260,000 
dollars (55,000/.). If we were to impose a echool-rate in Great 
Britain, bearing the same proportion to j^l^pSdftfion of twpnty-eight 
millions, the tax would amount annual^^ more than seven millions 
sterling, and would then be far less effective, owing to the higher cost 

of 
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of living and the corriparative average standard of incoihe among pro- 
fessional and official men.* — vol. i, p. 190. 

The State of New York, it appears, is not behind Massachusetts ; 
the population in 1845 was 2,604,495. The schools ll,t)00. 
The children in tjbe schools for the whole or part of the year 
807,200, being almost one-third; and of these only 31,240 in 
private schools. The expenditure, chiefly raised by Tates> 
1,191,697 dollars, equal to about 250,000/. 

Sir Charles Lyell discusses at some length the causes which 
have led to this universal acquiescence in the duty and even the 
necessity of providing, at so large a cost to the whole State, this 
system of popular education : — 

‘ During my first visit to the New England States, I was greatly at 
a loss to coniprelicMid by what means so large a population had been 
brought to unite great earnestness of religious feeling with so much 
real toleration. In stH?king for the cause, we must go fig*ther back 
than the common scliools, or at least the present improved state of 
popular education; for we are still met with the question — How 
could sucli schools be maintained by tlie State, or by compulsorj’’ assess- 
ments, oh so liberal a footing, in spite of tJie fanaticism and sectarian 
prejudices of the vulgar ? \VJien we call to mind tlm enthusiasm of the 
early Puritans — how these religionists, who did not hesitate to condemn 
several citizens to be publicly whipped for denying that the Jewish 
code was obligatory on Christians as a rule of life, and who were fully 
persuaded that they alone were the chosen people of God, should 
bequeath to tlieir immediate posterity such a philosophical spirit as 
must precede the organisation by the whole people of a system of 
secular education acceptable to all, and accompaiiit^ by the social and 
politicaf equality of religious sects such as no other civilised com- 
munity has yet achieved — this certainly is a problem well worth)’’ of 
the study of every reflecting mind. To attribute this national charac- 
teristic to the voluntary system would be an anachronism, as that is of 
comparatively modern date in New England ; besides that the depend- 
ence of the niiiiiiTters on their flocks, b) transferring ecclesiastical 
power to the multitude, only gives to their bigotry, if they be ignorant, 
a more dangerous sway. So also of universal suffrage ; by investing 
tlie million with power, it renders the average amountiiof their 

enlightenment the meosure of the liberty enjoyed by those who enter- 
tain religious opinions disapproved of by the majority. Of the natural 
effects of such pwer, and the homage paid to it by the higher claseei^ 
eveh^where the political institutions are only partially democratic, we have 
abtmibuit exemplification in Europe, where the educated of the laity 
and clerg;^i in,^pite of their comparative independence of the popular 
will, defer ouiira^ any theological notions of the vulgar mth 
which they have sympathy,’— vol, i. pp, 49, 50. 

' Our , author illiterates largely the mutual toleration T^hfcl| 
prevails, not only as to the great purpose of the common 

VOL: tXXXY. NO? CK,XIX. o - tion. 
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tion. Thus, we read concerning the cheerful, smokeless town of 
Portland, the. principal city of Maine: — 

‘ There are churches here of every religious denomination : Congre- 
gationalists, Baptists, Methodists, Free-Will Baptists, Universal ists, 
Unitarians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and Quakers, all living 
liarmoniously together. The late Governor of the State was a Unita- 
rian : and as if to prove the perfect toleration of churches the most 
opposed to each other, they have recently had a Roman Catholic Go- 
vernor.’ — vol. i. p. 48. 

Sir Charles is disposed tp attribute great influence in this change 
of the staunch exclusionists, the old Puritan settlers, into perfect 
religious cosmopolitans, ^ to the reaction against the extreme Cal- 
vinism of the church first established in this part of America, a 
movement which has had a powerful tendency to subdue and 
mitigate sectarian bitterness.’ He gives us some curious extracts 
(vol. i. pp. 53-5) from an old religious poem, the ‘ Day of Doom,’ 
written by one Michael Wigglesworth, teacher of the town of 
Maldon, New England. In this strange homily in verse the 
extreme Calvinisiic opinions are followed out to their most 
appalling conclusions with unflinching fearlessness: and this 
poem was not more than 70 years ago a school-hook in New 
Engfland. We forget which was the teacher, within or without 
the church, of the last century, who noted in his diary : — 

‘ Enjoyed stmie hours’ comfortable meditation on the infinite 
mercy of God in damning little babes !' Of this race was our 
poet: who, in his picture of the Last Day, has this group — 

‘ Then to tlie bar all they drew near who died in infancy, 

And never had, or good or bad, effected [lersonally ’ — 

alleging that it was hard for them to suffer for the guilt fif 
Adam : — 

* Not we, but he, ate of the tree whose fruit was interdicted, 

’ Yet on us all, of his sad fall the punishment ’s inflicted.’ 

To which the Judge replies that none can suffer ‘for what they 
never did.’ 

‘ But What you call old Adam’^ fall, and only his trespass, 

You call amiss to call it his : both his and ydUrs it was. 

He was designed of all mankind to be a public head, 

A common root whence all should shoot ; and stood all their stead.’ 

With more to the like effect — when 

« Tk© glorious King thus answering, they cease apd plead no longer, 
Thtir consciences ipust needs confess his reasons are the stronger.’ ^ 

Wo are then instructed that the elect mothers admitted tocheaven 
are not permitted to be disturbed by any compassion for their 
babes consigned to the plaeb where 
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^ God's vengeance feeds the flame 

With piles of wood and brimstone flood, that none can quench th6 
same/ 

After which it cannot startle us to hear that 
‘ The godly wife conceives no grief, nor can she shed a tear, 

For the sad fate of her dear mate, when she his doom doth hear/ * 

. ‘ Were 

* Out Transatlantic i'riends need not suspect us of the slightest wish to discompose ! 
them by transcribing a few of Sir C. LyelPs extracts from the poet Wiggleswortb, who 
died, and hy tlie way had a funeral termon highly eulogistic preached over him by the 
celebrated Cotton Matiier, in 1710. We do not need to he reminded that the ‘Day of 
Dooo}' might he paralleled, stanza for stanza, from liymn-books of more recent compo- 
sition, and even now current in oUl Kngland. For example, we have on our tabic the 
seventeenth edition of the Hymns of Daniel Herl>ert (2 ^vols. Simkm ^ Alarshall). 
I'he preface is dated 1825, and the poet says, 

‘ I live in Suflbury, tliat dirty place, 

Where are a few poor sinners saved hy grace.’ — ii. p, B. 

"J'liese hymns are at this day, we believe, chanted througliout the communion of our 
Whittield Methodists. Imagine a Christian congregation singing ‘ to the praise and 
glory of God* in 1819 such strains as — 

‘ God*s own elect, how oft they fall, as often rise'^again ; 

Not one shall evei fall to hell; for Christ bore all t^eir sin; 

Although he falls ten times a day (which often is the case), 

These falls will make him cry to God to hold him up by grace. 

Then, oh ! my soul, take courage then ; thy God permits all this ; 

To prove that he hath chosen tliee for e\erlasting bliss.' — i. pp. CC, 67. 

‘ The things 1 would 1 cannot do, because the iiesh oppose, 

And what T 'Would not that 1 do, thro’ these my carnal foes; 

Jlut shall Satan ever have to boast of one that fell from grace? 

1 *d tell the man that dare say so lie ’s one of Satan's race. 

If one might fall, then all might fall — but ah ! that cannot be ! 

Will Jesus lose the souls lie loved from all eternity ? ’ — /6id., p, 129. 

‘ ’T was Mercy made poor Peter mourn and weep, 

For Mercy knew he was a Chosen Sheep; 

’T was Mercy found its way to David’s iieart, 

'J'huiigli he was found to act the murdeier's part: 

He was a Sheep before he killed Uriah, 

T was sovereign Mercy saved him from hell-fire.’ — Ibid., p. 43. 

* Too many trust, be saved tliey must, because of their behaviour; 

Christ must be all, or none at all ; He won’t be half a Saviour.’ — Ibtd., p. 52. 
Again (p. 92) — 

* If Jesus is holy, liU people are holy, for Christ and his jieople are one 
As Jehovah’s gift ki the counsels of old ere creation's work was begun/ 

In another of these hymns jke read (tb, p. 

‘ That day when he brings all the nations fVom far, 

When Caiaphas and Pilate shall stand at his bar — 

The Ariaii will tremble, Socinians will quake, 

For he *11 plunge such as those in the fiery lake/ 

On^ more (vol, ii. p. 125)— 

* Read tlun Paul's Epistles, you rotten Arminian! 

' You vrilL fibt find a passage support your opinion/ 

But why. go JO far aa to the Whitfield Methodists or 1825 ? Here is a neat little 
volmne )ust publidied in London (Nisbet and Co., 1849) entitled * Evangelical 

the euuior of which prfifeiiei himself to be a xpemMr of the Church of BnglaMs^; 
animated by a feweftt desire to redeem the piono-rorte and the ixwtry of Modnl etil$ ^ 

q2 Bvdm 
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‘ Were such a composition/ proceeds our author, ^now submitted 
to any committee of school managers or teachers in New England^ 

Burns from flie service of the Evil One — and in thisTolume, which probably has alrei^y 
attained great circulation and success within the bills of mortality, we find old favourites 
of younger days metamorphosed in certainly a most astounding fashion. For example — 
‘ The Pilgrim Boy on his way has gone, 

In the path of Life you ’ll find him,’ &c. — p. 13. ' 

' STing, sing — if music desire 

Themes that with ravishing rapture are glowing, 

Surely believers can jirofler iier lyre 

Themes with such rapture replete to o’erllowing,’ &c, — p. 18. 

* Ah ! think it not — the notion 

No warrant gleans from truth and fact — 

That to this creed devotion 

Brings lawlessness in outward act ! ’ — p. 5fi. 

* It is not an act at a moment done, 

Oil the spur of some one occasion^ 

Can attest that a soul has luster won 
The treasures of true salvation.’ — p. 78. 

Campliell too has his sliare in the pious transmogrification — 

‘ Ye spirits of our Fathers 
Who (iijstrumentally) 

From Kiigland's chuicli did exorcise 
The demon Popery!' &c. — p. 108. 

But JMoore is the staple — and we ho})e, if he has not seen tlie jirecious little tome, 
that this incidental notice of it may both gratify and edify the recluse of Slopertoii 
Cottage : — 

‘ There is not in this fallen world season more sweet 
Than is that when the Lord in the closet we meet.* — p, 162, 

* * Go where duty calls thee,* &c. — p. 148, 

‘ Yes ! Praise to the Lord for the good Ctl^Mission.’ — p. 04. 

‘The voice tliat once within these walls the Go8|)el trumpet blew.’ — p. 170. 

‘ When in death I at length recline 

This message hear to my kindred dear ! 

Tell them I sought upon grace divine 

Day and night to live while I sojourned here. 

If a stone on my grave reposes, 

I pray you ujxjn its surface write— 

Tliat he the mouth of whose grave it closes 
Held free-grace principles, main and might.’ — p. 199. 

Our own feelings of respect and veneration for the prelate lately mosC fitly and happily 
advanced to the first place in our national hierarchy must not prevent us from adding 
a tingle stave after Moore's well-known tribute to bis illustrious countryman, the hero 
of Waterloo : — 

* While History the record was mournfully keeping 

Of all that false doctrin^bad done in our age. 

O’er her shoulder Britannia in saddfss lean’d weeping 
As though she would weep out the tale from her page. 

But oh I what a sunshine — now joyous 1 how bright ! 

Dispelled on the instant the blush from her brow, 

When she saw the pen write, 

In letters of light, . 

John, Bishop of Chester, is Archbishop Up I ’ &c.^p. 1 U, 

*Tll 0 uodeit author of this work is anonymous* It appears from a parody, on 
Anderton my Jot, at p« 90, that he is a mercantile gentleman, and is, or once was, 00117 
nectad in worldly fortunes with a devout citizen named Janet, lyiiether the firm wai 
* Jone^ Blifll, & Co/ we cannot say. 
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they would not only reject it, but the most orthodox amongst them 
would shrewdly suspect it to be a weak invention of the eneipy, 
designed to caricature, or give undue prominence to, precisely those 
tenets of the dominant Calvinism which the moderate party object 
to, as outraging human reason, and as derogatory to the moral 
attributes of the Supreme Being.’ No doubt it is the inevi- 
table tendency of these extreme Calvinistic opinions to pro- 
duce a violent revulsion. Calvinism is everywhere the legitimate 
parent of Unitarianism. It has been so in Calvin’s own city, in 
Geneva; it has been so ip^ England, it has been so in America. 
The process is simple, ail?!, if slow, direct. The human mind 
directly it subsides from that high-wrought agony of belief which 
trembles before and submissively adores the Calvinistic Deity, 
can no longer endure the presumption which has thus harshly de- 
fined and, as it were, materialised the divine counsels; which has 
hardened into rigid, clear dogma, all which must be unfathom- 
able mystery. It becomes impatient of all circumscription of 
the spiritual nature as of the moral attributes of the Godhead. 
All other dogmas now appear as purely of human invention as 
those intolerable dogmas relating to predestination, election, the 
five points, with their hideous consequences. Calvinism has 
already snapped asunder the long chain of traditionary theology, 
and contemptuously cast aside its links. No restraint remains ; 
the whole doctrin^, system of older Christianity is broken up. In 
truth the one leading thought throughout that school of powerful, 
eloquent, and, in just)l||^ we cannot but add, deeply devotional 
American writers, Channing, Dewey, Norton, is the abnegation of 
Calvinism ; this is the key to all their doctrinal system, as far as 
they have any system; without this they cannot be fairly judged, 
or addressed with any hope of success. It is a curious and 
significant fact, that exactly the same process went on among the 
English descendants of the Puritans, though in far more unfavour- 
able times, in times dangerous to all religion, and under auspices 
less likely td maintain any hold on the religious mind. This 
change too was chiefly in our great commercial and manufacturing 
towns, wdiich, as we have observed, are our nearest types of the 
American cities. In almost all these towns — if not the actual off- 
spring, the growth of our rapid,* almost sudden, manufacturing 
prosperity — the Church ol^ngland was at its w'eakgjft. A sioglS 
parish-church, in general a miserably poor vicarage, saW itself 
in a few years the centre of a vast city. Many of the 
jjHHt-manufacturerj^ere of the shrew’d, sober, money-making 
^iPof the old DisiiiArs. For them, os they grew in intelligence 
and mingled more with mankind, the old stern Puritan creed became 
too narrow. Then arose Priestley and his school : — we 

' follow 
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follow out this whole history with far greater closeness and par- 
ticularity — but it is well known how great a number of the old 
Presbyterian congregations utterly threw aside the old Presby- 
terian creed. Calvinism found refuge chiefly among the Whit- 
fieldian Methodists, where it still broods in all its harrowing dark- 
ness; where it still (it is but justice to say) is crushing many hard 
hearts into religious belief; with amiable inconsistency bringing 
forth from that iron soil a large harvest of Christian gentleness 
and love. 

As to the United States, we confess that we have grave 
doubts whether the whole secret of this mutual toleration is 
not in the multiplicity of the sects; in the weakness of each 
single One against the hostile aggregate. But after all, is this 
more than outward reconciliation, a compulsory treaty in which 
all have been compelled to yield up to the common use the 
neutral ground of education, because no one has such a supe- 
riority offeree as to occupy it as his exclusive possession? We 
have been very much struck by a passage from a sermon by a 
writer of a very high order, of the school of Channing, in some 
respects, we think, his superior, the Rev. Orville Dewey. Dr. 
Dewey wants perhaps some of that almost passionate earnestness, 
that copious flow, that melting tenderness, which carries away the 
reader of Dr. Channing ; but he is a more keen observer of human 
nature, writes more directly to what we will caU the rational con- 
science, has, with almost equal command of vigorous, at times 
nobly sustained language, a strong an^^practical good sense, 
not often surpassed in our common literature.. If suspected as 
a religious writer — (and we may observe that whoever wishes to be 
acquainted with the real tenets of the American Unitarians will 
find in his writings the most distinct statement of them) — as an 
ethical writer, as an expositor of the modes of moral, social, reli- 
gious thought and feeling among our New England kindred, be 
might be studied with great advantage. In a very remarkable 
sermon On Associations (Dewey’s Works, p. 259), We read : — 

^ With regard to those gr||t associations denominated religious sects, 
1 fear that the case involves no less peril to the mental independence 
of our people. I allow that the multiplicity of sects in this country is 
some bond for their mutual forbearance and freedom : but the strength 
Imd repose of a great establishment’are, M some respects, more favour- 
able to private liberty. If less favour is shown to those without, there 
is usually more liberality to those within. It is in the protect^ soil 
of great establishments that the germs of every great reform in Uie 
Church have quietly taken root. For myself, i^^ were ever to permi^m 
liberty to be compromised by such consideratiiras, I would rather iSe 
my chance in the bosom of a great national religion than amidst the 
jealous eyes of small and contending sects, and I think it will be found 

that 
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that a more liberal and catliolic theology has always pervaded esta- 
blishments than the bodies of dissenters from them. Nay, I much 
doubt whether intolerance itself in such countries — in England and 
Germany for instance — has ever gone to the length of Jewish and Sa- 
maritan exclusion that has sometimes been practi>ed among us. In 
saying this, I am not the enemy of dissent : nor do I deny that it is often 
the offspring of freedom. It certainly is the usual condition of pro- 
gress. But this I say, that dissent sometimes hinds stronger chains 
than it broke, and this is especially apt to be the case for a time when 
several rival and contending sects spring from tlie general freedom. 
Then tlie parent principle is often devoured by its own children.’ 

Fas est ct ah hoste doceri. These are wise words, of the wisdoin^ 
drawn from experience. We need not observe that even under 
the broad shade of our establishment opinions such as those of 
Dr. Dewey would of course find no repose; but we recommend 
this line of thought to those who have long been murmuring in 
secret, and arc now openly clamouring for the dissolution of 
Church and State, which, if it means anything, must mean the 
abcogalion of our Establishment. These zealots can hardly 
suppose that they arc to unite the perfect independence of self- 
government with the privileges of a national church ; that the 
Anglican Church is to retain the endowments, the glebes, tithes, 
estates, rights, honours, when it is no longer the Church of 
England. The Pope, it seems, is now to be ))ut on the voluntary 
system; let us wait the result before we reduce our own clergy 
to that state, of something far worse than poverty, subserviency to 
their congregations. Ureak up the Establishment — which, we 
repeat, must be the inevitable consequence of the severance from 
the State — and what a Cadmean army of sects, not yet compelled 
as in America, and wearied out into mutual toleration! What a 
wild din of controversy! Poor Charity, where wilt thou find 
refuge but in thy native heaven ? 

Sir Charles Lyell is no less at a loss to reconcile the excellent 
and universal New England system of education with the out- 
bursts of fanaticism, of which the latest, the most ludicrous, and 
in some respects most deplorable, waaifivhat is called the Millerite 
movement. The le^er of this sect, one Miller, taught that the 
millennium would come to pass on the 23rd of October, 1844— 
the year before our autljor revisited Boston. He has many 
whimsical stories of the proselytes. Some would n«t reap^ their 
harvest ; it was mocking of Providence to store up useless grain ; 
some gave their landlord warning that he to expect qo more 
There were sltpps for the sale of white robes. A Taber 
nme was built out o^'^lunder cruelly extorted from simple girls 
and others, for the accommodation of between 2000 and 3000, 
who were to meet, pray, and ' go up ' at Boston. As the build* 
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Jng was only to last a short time, but for the interference of the 
inagisltates, who compelled 4he erection of walls of more provi- 
dence-despising solidity, their Last Day might have come to many 
of these poor people sooner than they expected. But oh the fate 
of human things! In the winter of 1845 Sir Charles and Lady 
Lyell saw in this same Tabernacle, now turned into a theatre, the 
profane stage-play of Macbeth, by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean, 
where Hecate’s ‘ Now I mount and now I fly,’ reminded som<? 
of the audience of the former use of the building. * 1 observed/ 
proceeds the traveller, 

to one of my New England friends, that the number of Millerite 
proselytes, and also the fact that the prophet of the nineteenth century, 
Joseph Smith, could reckon at the lowest estimate 60,000 followers in 
the United States, and, according to some accounts, 120,000, did not 
argue much in favour of tlie working of tlieir plan of national educa- 
tion. ‘‘ As for the Mormons,” he replied, ‘‘ you must bear in mind 
that they were largely recruited from the manufacturing districts of 
England and W;des, and from European emigrants recently arrived. 
They were drawn chiefly from an illiterate class in the Western States, 
where society is in its rudest condition. TJie progress of the Milleritcs, 
however, although confined to a fraction of the population, reflects un- 
doubtedly much discredit on the educational and religious training in 
New England ; but since the year 1000, when all Christendom be- 
lieved that the w’orld was to come to an end, there liave never been 
wanting interpreters of prophecy, who have confidently assigned some 
exact date, and one near at hand, for the millennium. Your Faber on 
the Prophecies, and the writings of Croly, and even some articles in the 
[query? a] Quarterly Review, helped for a time to keep tip this spirit 
here and make it fitshionable. But the Millerite movement, like the 
recent exhibition of the Holy Coat at Treves, has done much to open 
men’s minds ; and the e.xertions made of late to check this fanatical move- 
ment, have advanced the cause of truth.” , . , Otlier apologists observed 
t6 me, that so long as a part of the population was very ignorant, even 
the well-educated would occasionally participate in fanatical move' 
ments ; for religious enthusiasm, being very contagious, resembles a 
famine fever, which first attacks those who are starving, but aflerwards 
infects some of the healthif||t and best^fed individuals in the whole 
community,” This explanation, plausible and ingenious as it may 
appear, is, I believe, a fallacy. If they who liave gone through school 
and college, and have been for years in the habit of listening to 
preachers, become the victims of popular fanaticism, it proves that, 
however accomplished and learned they may be, their reasoning powers 
Mve not been cultivaj^d, their understanding have not been enlarged, 
they have not been trained in habits of jud^ng and thinking for 
themselves; in fact, they are ill educated, instead of being t6ld 
that it is their duty carefully to investigate ^historical evidence for 
thenmlves, and to cherish an independent fVame of mind, they have 
probably been brought up to think that a docile, submissive, and child- 
like 
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like deference to the authority of churchmen is the highest merit of a 
Christian. They have perhaps heard|^ucli about the pride of philo* 
sophy, and liow all human learning is a snare. In matters connected 
with religion they have been accustomed blindly to resign themselves 
to the guidance of others, and hence are prepared to yield themselves 
up to the influence of any new pretender to superior sanctity who is a 
greater enthusiast than themselves.* — vol. i. pp. 90 - 92 . 

Sir Charles Lyell we see, argues that this is a fallacy. To a 
certain extent it may be so: but we venture to say that no culture, 
however careful and general, of the reason, no education, the 
most intellectual and systematic, wiW ever absolutely school the 
world out of religious fanaticism. What was the rank — what had 
been the education of some of the believers in Mr. Edward Irving 
and the unknown tongues? Man cannot live on Intellect alone; 
there are other parts of his moral being, his imagination, his 
feelings, his religious nature, which in certain constitutions, undgr 
certain circumstances, will be liable to excess. Where there is 
life, there will be at times too much blood ; where there is not 
utter torpor, energy in accesses too highslrung and uncontrol- 
lable ; without religious apathy there must at times be religious 
eccentricity. We go further, we cannot wish it otherwise; we 
think that here too we sec the divine wisdom and goodness. We 
would wish all mankind to be cultivated to the height of their 
reason ; we would desire that all might be capable of compre- 
hending as familiar things the great truths of philosophy. We 
have the supreme contempt for those who would limit philo- 
sophy in her inquiries by narrow views of religion ; who (for 
example) would lose sight of this plain irrefragable fact, that 
where there is one passage in the Old Testament, according to 
its rigid literal interpretation, which comes into collision with the 
principles of geology, there are twenty which must be forced out 
of the meaning which they bore when they were wi ilten^ before 
they can be made to agree with the Newtonian astronomy. We 
are content, with the Archbishop of Canterbury and our geo- 
logical deans among ourselves, with Wiseman among Romair 
Catholics, with Dri; Pye Smith among the Dissenters, to seek the 
history of man in the Bible intended for man. We would place 
geologists like Sir Charles Lyell on that serene eminencfl#where 
all who are conscious that they seek truth, and tru|h alone, hare 
a right to take their seat far above the low murmurs of those 
who, setting the sacred Scriptures and modern science at issue . 
with each other, show their want of profound and sober know- 
ledge of both; we would leave the Dean of York to that befitting 
answer, which we trust he will receive — silence. But this before 
us is a question entirely different, and to be judged on different 

principles. 
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principles. We believe that the irreg^ularity of those individuals, 
or even of those sects of n^inds, which diverge into folly, into 
extravagance, into fanaticism, is the price which we pay for those 
irregularly great minds which are the glories and the benefactors 
of mankind, the creators, the inventors, the original impellers, in 
all great works and movements in our race — the great poets, 
artists, patriots, philanthropists, even philosophers. Our vision 
of education, we confess, is rather that of Milton, which Sir 
Charles Lyell, we are inclined to think, has judged (p. 202) 
more from the report of Johnson than from actual study of that 
noble treatise addressed to Master Samuel Uartlib. Science 
indeed finds a place in that all-embracing system, but rather an 
early and subordinate one ; youth are to rise at length, having 
left ‘all these things behind,’ to the height and*summit of human 
wisdom. 

. ^ When all these employments [not merely natural pliilosophy, which 
Milton treats as almost Aementatfy, but even politics, jurisprudence, and 
theology] are well conquered, then will those choice histories, heroic, 
poems, and Attic tragedies of stateliest and most royal argnnietjt, wilh 
all the famous political orations, offer themselves ; wiiich, if they were 
not only read, but some of them got by memory, and solemnly pro- 
nounced with riglit action and grace, as might bo taught, would endue 
them even with the spirit of Demosthenes or Cicero, Euripides or 
Sophocles/ — Of Education y Milt07i^s Prose Works, 

We have dwelt long enough on these subjects ; though there are 
others of the same class in which we should wish to join issue 
with Sir Charles : in truth, the whole twelfth chapter, on the 
higher education in New England, and all the great questions 
which arise out of that primal controversy, would require a 
Number of our Journal to itself. But it would be the greatest 
injustice to a work, the charm of which is its fertile and ever- 
changing variety, to give undue prominence to one class of topics. 
On one kindred point alone wc arc boui|^ to touch briefly and 
emphatically, and this in justice to the writer, as regards his esti- 
^mation among ourselves. ^Jpur readers are not to ascribe to Sir 
£harles Lyell, from his intercourse with the^J|y^nitarians of Boston, 
in private, or his attendance on their religious services> agreement 
0r syppathy with' tlieiir opinions. That intercourse was almost 
inevitable. To this community belong almost all the great 
names in science and in letters, at least those known in England : 
their chief preachers are men of great eloquence, and it is their 
ordinary and avowed system to exclude controversial sul^epts 
from their teaching ; they dwell on the great truths on which all 
Christians are agreed ; they do not scruple to use, without com* 
ment or explanation favourable to their own views, the common 

phraseology 
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phraseology of the Scripture. The unsuspecting reader might 
indeed peruse almost wdumes of ,Channing’s writings without 
discovering his peculiar opinions. Sir Charles Lyell himself, 
however, has inserted this significant caution : — 

‘ But I should mislead my readers if I gave tliem to understand that 
they could frequent churches of this denomination without risk of 
sometimes having their feelings offended by hearing doctrines they 
have been taught to reverence treated sliglitingly, or even with con- 
tempt. On one occasion (and it was the only one in my experience), 
I was taken, when at Boston, to hear an eminent Unitarian preacher 
who was prevented by illness from officiating, and his place was sup- 
plied by a self-satisfied young man, wlrf^, having talked dogmatically on 
points contested by many a rationalist, made it clear that he commise- 
rated the weak mirjds of those wlio adhered to articles of faith rejected 
by his church. If this too common method of treating theological 
subjects be ill-calculated to convince or conciliate dissentients, it is 
equally reprehensible from its tendency to engender, in the minds of 
those who asseni, a Pharisaical feeling^of self-gratulation that they are 
not as other sectarians are.’ — vol. ii. p. 347. 

Our difficulty in turning to other topics is to know where to 
pause for discussion. We cannot, however, refrain from sub- 
mitting to our readers’ consideration the strong good sense with 
which he exposes one of the great dangers, as well as one of the 
inevitable abuses, of republican institutions — of institutions which 
virtually rest the whole power of the state in a complete demo- 
cracy — that which he aptly calls the * ostracism of wealth.’ It is a 
wise lesson on the jealous impatience of a democracy as to trusting 
the least power out of their own hands ; on their suspicion of the 
only true and legitimate guarantees for public order, and for a 
wise judgment on the public welfare — we mean property and 
distinction, either political or intellectual — on their overweening 
confidence in their own wisdom and knowledge. It strikingly 
displays their fear of subservience to those above them^, which 
almost always betrayi.them into far mure degrading subservience 
to those ’'below them, needy and noisy demagogues. We are 
sorry not to quote the whole of a very instructive conversatio gg^ 
between Sir Charles and a leading lawyer of IVTassachuset^l 
This gentleman said, inter alia , — ^ ^ ^ 

^ Every one of out* representatives, whether in1:he State LegiiAaturdt. 
or in Congress, re<5teives a certain sum daily when on duty, besides^* 
more than enough travelling money for carryin^^ him to his post ani 
home, again. In choosing a delegate, tlierefore, the people consider 
themselves as patrons who are giving av%y a place ; and if an opulent 
man pffers himself, they are disposed to say, You have enough already, 
let u^ help some one as good as you who needs it/' 

Sir C* Lyell adds 

^During 
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‘ During my subsequent stay in New England I often conversed 
with men of the working^ classes on the same subject, and invariably 
found that they liad made up their mind that it was not desirable to 
choose representatives from the wealthiest class* “The rich/’ they 
say, “ have less sympathy with bur opinions and feelings ; love their 
amusements, and go shooting, fishing, and travelling; keep hospitable 
houses, and are inaccessible when we want to talk with them, at all 
hours, and tell them hoiv we wish them to vote^ I once asked a party 
of New England tradesmen whether, if Mr. B., already an emipent 
public man, came into a large fortune through liis wife, as might soon 
be expected, he would stand a w^orse chance than before of being sent 
to Congress. The question gave rise to a discussion among them- 
“selves, and at last they assiiredrtie that they did not think his accession 
to a fortune would do him any harm. It clearly never struck them as 
possible that it could do hiip any good, or aid his chance of success. 

* The chief motive, I apprehend, of preferring a poorer candidate, is 
the desire of reducing the members of their legislature to mere dele- 
gates. A rich man would be apt to have an opinion of his own, to be 
unwilling to make a sacrifice of*his free agency ; he would not always 
identify himself with the majority of his electors, condescend to be- 
come, like the wires of the electric telegraph, a mere piece of ma- 
chinery for conveying to the capital of his state, or to Washington, the 
behests of the multitude. That there is, besides, a vulgar jealousy of 
superior wealth, especially in the less cilucated districts and newer 
states, I satisfied myself in the course of my tour ; but in regard to 
envy, we must also bear in mind, on the other hand, that they who 
elevate to distinction one of their own class in society, have soih^iiQes 
to achieve a greater victory over that passion than u4ien they’TOiifer 
the same favour on one who occupies already, by virtue of great riches, 
a higher position.* — vol. i, pp. 97-99. 

America, like some of the old Greek republics, will need a 
law to compel her best men to take a part in Jier affairs. 

^ The great evil of universal suffrage is the irresistible temptation it 
'affords to a needy set of adventurers to make politics a trade, and to 
devote all their time to agitation, electioneii^g, and flattering 
passions of the multitude. The natural aristocracy of a ^epYibli^e 

f *\ts of the most eminent inen in the liberal professions, r-rlawyers, 
vines, and physicians of note, merchants in extensive business^ lite-. 
17 ajgi^ scientific me nipf celebrity ; and men of an these claves l^pt 
fo set too high a varag 01# their time to be willing tp engage in tha«liife 
.of elections perpetually going on, and in which thqy expose themselves . 
lo iddch calumny andi^iccusations, which, however uiifoiinded, arepto- 
, fbaaibnally injurious to' them. The richer citizens, who might be ibore 
seadent of such attacks, Jove their ease or their books, and frbm 
lehee often abandon the field to the more ignorant ^ but t mdt 
imkny optimists who declared that whenever the country is threftto 
ened^irttjj^anjT'^reat danger ordiMn^ce, there is a right^mfnded1nd« 
jortiy ifhosaeneigtes^can be^us^hffectively into action*'' 

less, 
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less, the sacrifices required.on such occasions to work upon the popular 
mind are so great that the field ds in danger of being left open on all 
ordinary occasions tojthe demagogue.’-^oL i. p. 101. 

The second volume gives the comic side of this serious evil— ^ 
its actpal workings on the verge of civilized society : — 

^ I heard many anecdotes, when associating with small proprietors in 
Alabama, which convinced me that envy has a much ranker growth 
amohg the aristocratic democracy of a newly settled slave-state than in 
any part of New England which I visited.* I can scarcely conceive 
the ostracism of wealtii or superior attainments being carried farther. 
Let a gentleman who has made a fortune at the bar, in Mobile or else- 
where, settle in some retired part of the newly cleared country, his 
fences are pulled down, and his cattle left to stray in the woods, and 
various depredations committed, not by thieves, for none of his pro- 
perty is carried away, but by neighbours who, knowing nothing of him 
personally, have a vulgar jealousy of his riches, and take for granted 
that his pride must be great in proportion. In a recent election for 
Clarke county, the popular candidate admitted the upright charactei^ 
and high qualifications of his opponent, an old friend of his own, and 
simply dwelt on his riches as a sufficient ground for distrust. A rich 
man,” he said, ‘‘ cannot sympathise wdth the poor.” Even the anip(K 
dotes I heard, which may have been mere inventions, convinced .me 
how intense w'as this feeling. One, who had for some time held a seat 
in the legislature, finding himself in a new canvass deserted by ratany 
of his former supporters, observed that he had always voted strictly ac- 
cordifig to his instructions. Do you think,” answered a former par- 
tisan, that they would vote for you after your daughter came to the, 
ball in them fixings ? ” His daughter, in fact, having been at Mobile', 
had)iad a dress rrikde there with according to the newest Parisian 
fashion, and she had thus sided, as it were, with the aristocracy of the 
city, setting itself up above the democracy of the pine-woods. In the 
new settlements there the small proprietors, or farmers, are keenly 
jealous of thriving lawyers, merchants, and capitalists. One of the . 
candidates for a county in Alabama confessed .to me that he liad 
thought it^od policy CD%o everywhere on foot when soliciting votes, 
though he could have commanded a horse, and the distances were 
gtei^t. That the young lady whose “ fixings” I have alluded to 
been , ambitiously in the fa.shion I make no doubt ; for my wife fouBcl* 
that Ihs cost' of making up a dress at Mobil^ twenty dolh^, or 
four tlmea. th# ordinart fljondon price ! The m^fterial costs abgut the 
saiihe as I ii London or Paris. At New Orleans the charge for ma|fhg 
a gowti ir^^uafly high.’ — vol. ii. pp. 69-71. ^ 

From Boston we are tempted, indeed compelled by our limited 
affape, to m^ke as it were a wide leaj^ to the farthest south : 
are o^rioufio place i|t their striking oppositiQ|i t^e two extromet^" 
of Am^|rh»n sce|iery>. society, civilisatira; qf 

EiirO|)^t^tculture with the mo^ tborcNJgbly American 
amh v:e must not say lawlessness^ but that^statl lyhere 
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small community of men is a law unto itself. We pass over at 
once the author’s visits to New York, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Richmond in Virgiflia, Wilmington in North Carolina, 
Charleston, Savannah, Darien. We must decline of necessity 
much curious philosophical disquisition. We have a discussion 
of some length, and to us extremely satisfactory, arising out of the 
exhibition in Boston of that ‘ colossal and terrible reptile the sea- 
serpent, Avhich when alive measured thirty feet in circumference — 
the leviathan of the Book of Job!’ There is nothing equal to 
the cool cruelty of men of science. Not only did Professor Owen 
ascertain that all which of right belonged to this monster was the 
remains of a vast zeuglodon, hut it was likewise discovered that 
more than one reptile had < oniributed his vertebrae to this pic-nic 
giant, who was suj)posed to have lain floating many a rood in the 
swamps of Alabama; moreover, its whole serpentine form was 
due to the ingenuity and skilf ul arrangement of the proprietor. 
On the whole ‘sea serpent’ question"'^ Sir Charles offers what 
appears to us an extremely probable and consistent theory, very 
rigidly reasoned out, from the various appearances dignifierl with 
that awful name. Sir Charles Lyell’s conclusion, a conclusion 
which, even if we could follow it out at greater length, would be 
unintelligible without his engravings, is that, wherever there has 
been a true sea-monster, and some of the relations appear of 
undoubted veracity, it has been a variety of the ‘ basking shark.’ 
We would call especial attention to an extract from Campbell’s 
Life, as showing the value of unsifted contemporaneous testi- 
mony. We have besides many pages of lively description of 
scenery, which of course Sir Charles beholds rather with the 
keen and close observation of a naturalist than with the vague 
and brilliant sight of the painter. We have a great many very 
amusing facts in natural history. Wc have much about Irish 
quarters in the great towns ; Irish votes*,i*imd, we regret to say, 
indelible Irish hatred of England. We have a debate in Con- 
gress, with one specimen of eloquence which we cannot pass 
over : — 

^ It would be iinpolsible to burlesque or caricature the ambitious 
style of certain members of Congress, especially some who have risen 

* A friend of the highest authority on scientific matters says, * The Sea-serpent liow 
in London is a fish, known to Ichthyology for about a century, described by Black and 
Yarrell tinder the name of Gymnetrus Hawkenii, and rartjly captured by reason of its 
being a deep-sea fish, ami therefore not takiiiff a bait, or getting in the way of nets; 
the last species to figure as the surface-swimming python, for its gills are so constructed 
that it dies very soon alter they are exposed to the air.’ Some poor Germans, we hear, 
exhibit next door a most beautiful modil of Cologne as the architect intended it to 
be-^alai f will it now ever be ? Tliey bitterly complain that more jpeople went in one 
day to see ‘ de nasty itinking fiscb, thaii?4o their model in a montli/ 

from 
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from humble stations, and whose schooling has been in the back-woodfc 
A grave report, drawn up in the present session by the member for 
Illinois, as chairman, of a post-office committee, may serve as an ex- 
ample. After speaking of tlie American republic as “ the infant Her- 
cules,” and the extension of their imperial dominion over the “ northern 
continent and oriental seas,” he exclaims: “The destiny of our nation 
has now become revealed, and great events, quickening in the womb 
of time, reflect their clearly defined shadows into our very eye-balls. 
Oh, why does a cold generation frigidly repel ambrosial gifts like 
these, or sacrilegiously hesitate to embrace tlieir glowing and re- 
splendent fivte? IMust this backward pull of the government never 
cease, and the nation tug for ever beneath a dead weight, which trips 
its heels at every stride? ” ’ — vol. i. p. 263. 

We have Mr. Webster pleading before tlie Supreme Court 
before judges, only one of whom, such has been the ascendancy 
of the democratic parly, had been nominated by the Whigs. — 
But we hasten southwards. 

Be it remembered that the .author is conveyed along all this 
wide and desultory route from city to city, with occasional di- 
vergences for geologi(!al purj)oscs, by steam-vessel and railroad. 
He travels with perfect ease, at no great cost, from northern 
Boston to Sav.aniiah, and Darien in Georgia, to Macon and Mil- 
ledgeviile in Alabama. We cannot show the change better than 
by the following extracts : — 

‘ When I got to Macon, my attention was forcibly called to the 
newness of things by my friend’s pointing out to me the ground 
where there had been a bloody fight with the Chocktaw^ and Cliick- 
asaws, and I was told how' many Indians had been slaughtered there, 
and how the present clerk of the Circuit Court was tlie last survivor of 
those who had won the battle. The memory of Ceneral Jackson is 
quite idolised here. It was enough fi>r him to give public notice as 
he passed, tJiat he sliould have great pleasure in iue(‘ting liis friends at 
a given point on a givea day, and there was sure to be a muster of 
several hundred settlers, wmed with rifies, and prepared for a fighlf 
with 5000 or 7000 Indians.’ — vol. ii. p. 65. 

This cause of General Jackson’s popularity is quite new to us, 
Macon is now a considerable tow n. 

‘ I often rejoiced, in tlqe excursion, that w'e had brought no servants 
with us from England, so strong is the prejudice here against what they 
term a white* body-servant. Besides, it would be unreasonable to ex- 
pect any one, wlio is not riding his own hobby, to rough it in the 
backwo(^s. In many houses I hesitated to ask for water or towels for 
fear of giving offence, altliough the yeoman with whom I lodged for 
the night allowed me to pay a moderate charge for iny accommodation. 
Nor could I venture to beg any one to rub a thick coat of mud off luy 
boots or trowsers, lest I should be thought to reffect on the members of 
the family, who had no idea of indulging in such refinements them- 
selves. 
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selves. I could have dispensed cheerfully with milk, butter, and other 
such luxuries ; but I felt much the want of a private bed-room. Very 
soon, however, I came to regard it as no small privilege to be allowed 
to liave even a bed to myself. On one occasion, when iny host had 
humoured my whims so far in regard to privacy, I felt almost ashamed 
to see, in consequence, a similar sized bed in the same room, occupied 
by my companion and two others. Wlien I related these inconve- 
niences afterwards to an Episcopal clergyman, he told me that the 
bishop and some of his clergy, when they travel through these woods, 
in summer, and the lawyers, when on the circuit or canvassing for 
votes at elections, have, in addition to these privations, to endure the 
bites of countless nmsquitos, fleas, and bugs, so that T had great reason 
to congiatulate myself that it was now so cold. Moreover, there are 
parties of emigrants in some of these woods, where women delicately 
brought up, accustomed to be waited on, and with infants at the 
breast, may now be seen on their way to Texas, camping out, although 
the ground within their tent is often soaked with heavy rain. “ If you 
were here in the liot season,” said another, “ the exuberant growth of 
the creepers and briars would render many paths in the woods, through 
which you now pass freely, impracticable, and venomous snakes would 
make the forest dangerous.”’ — vol. ii. p. 72. 

And yet even here science finds more than liberal hospitality ; 
it has its ardent votaries — 

‘ The different stages of civilisation to wliich families have attained, 
who live here on terms of the strictest equality, is often amusing to a 
stranger, but must be intolerable to some of those settlers who have 
been driven by their losses from the more iidvanced districts of Vir- 
ginia and South Carolina, having to begin the wwld again. Some- 
times, in the morning, my host would be of the humblest class of 
“ crackers,” or some low, illiterate German or Irish emigrants, the wife 
sitting with a pipe in her mouth, doing no work and reading no books. 
In the evening, I came to a neighbour whose library w^as well stored 
with works of French and English authors, and whose first question 
#ne was, “ Pray tell me, who do you really jthink is the author of the 
Vestiges of Creation ?” If it is difficult in Europe, in the country far 
from towns, to select society on a principle of congeniality of taste and 
feeling, the reader may conceive what must be the control of geog^- 
phical circumstances here, exaggerated by ultra-democratic notions of 
equality and the pride of race. Neverthel^, these regions will pro- 
bably bear no unfavourable comparison with such part of our colonies, 
in Canada, the Cape, or Australia, as have been settled for an equally 
short term of years, and I am bound to say that I* passed my time 
agreeably and profitably in Alabama, for every one, as I have usually 
found in newly peopled districts, was hospitable and obliging to a 
stranger. Instead of the ignorant wonder, very commonly expressed 
in out-of-the-way districts of England, France, or Italy, at travellers 
who devote money and time to a search for fossil bones and shells, each 
planter seemed to vie with another in his anxiety to give me infor- 
mation 
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niation in regard to the precise spots where organic remains had 
been discovered. Many were curious to learn my opinion as to the 
kind of animal to which the huge vertebrae, against ’which their 
ploughs sometimes strike, may have belonged. The magnitude, in- 
deed, and solidity of these relies of the colossal zeuglodoii are 
such as might well excite the astonishment of the most indifferent. 
Dr. Buckley informed me that on the estate of Judge Creagh, which 
I visited, he liad assisted in digging out one skeleton, where the ver- 
tebral column, almost unbroken, extended to the length of seventy 
feet, and Dr. Emmons afterwards showed me the greater part of this 
skeleton in the Museum of Albany, New York. On the same planta- 
tion, part of another back-bone, fifty feet long, was dug up, and a 
tliird was met with at no great distance. Before I left Alabama, 
I hatl obtained evidence of so many localities of similar fossils, chiefiy 
between Macon and Clarkesville, a distance of ten miles, that I con- 
cluded they must have belonged to at least forty distinct individuals.’ 
— vol. ii. p. 74. 

Our philosopher is here in the south, in the midst of the Slave 
States. Throughout the Union, and liere more especially, his 
object is to inform himself upon this vital question, — the stale of 
slavery, the condition and prospects of the slaves, the hope, the 
possibility of an early and a peaceful adjustment of this awful 
feud of races. There is throughout a quiet dispassionateness, 
which gives great weight to his opinions. He has manifestly in 
his heart the true English, Christian abhorrence of slavery ; yet 
neither, on the one hand, does he close his eyes to the fact that 
the actual slavery of the present time — in many parts of the 
country at least — has its compensations in the ease, comfort, 
plenty of food, good lodging, secure provision for old age, as 
compared with the condition of the labouring classes in most 
parts of the Old World ; nor is he blind to the difficulties and 
perils, perils appallingly serious to the coloured race, which 
would make rapid or inconsiderate emancipation a curse rather 
than a blessing. No more, on the other hand, does he disguise 
or mitigate the inherent evils of the system ; the barbarous laws 
which in Georgia prohibit the education of the negroes ; the 
barbarous jealousy which prevents their employment when free 
as workmen and mechanics ; the more barbarous, it should seem 
indelible antipathy, wjbich will not allow social intercourse, 
still less the connexion of marriage, with one in whom there 
can possibly be suspected one drop of black blood. Sir Charles 
Lyell is disposed to take a favourable view of the capacity 
.of the black, still more of the coloured race, for moral and 
intellectual cultivation. We do not doubt this conclusion up 
to a certain point — (beyond this, evidence is wanting); and 
below this point it is criminal and unchristian to attempt to keep 
VOL. Lxxxv. NO. CLxix. p down 



210 


Lyeir^’ Second Visit to the United States, 


down this race of God’s creatures, of our brethren in Christ. 
In Virginia the question first presents itself in a practical form ; 
at Richmond^ in that province, the rector and the proprietors 
of a handsQme new church have set apart a side gallery for people 
of colour. ^ This resolution had been taken in order that they 
and their servants might unite in the worship of the same God, 
as they hoped to enter hereafter together into his everlasting 
kingdom if they obeyed his laws.’ (p. 275.) In this church there 
were few negroes; but the galleries of the Methodist and 
Baptist churches are crowded with them. The mixed races, it 
is allowed, are more intelligent and more agreeable as domestic 
servants; whether from ph}sical causes, or intercourse with the 
whites, is still matter of controversy : — 

‘ Several Virginian planters have spoken to me of the negro race as 
naturally Avarm-hcarted, patient, and cheerful, grateful for benefits, and 
forgi\ing of injuries. They are also of a religious temperament bor- 
dering on superstition. Even those who think they ought for ever to 
remain in servitude give tl»em a character which leads one to the belief 
that steps ought long ago to have been taken towards their gradual 
emancipation. Had some legislative provision been made with this 
view before the annexation of Texas, a period being fixed after which 
all the children born in tins State should be fre(j, that new territory 
would have afforded a useful outlet for the black population of Vir- 
ginia, and whites would have supplied the vacancies which arc now 
filled up by the breeding of negroes. In the absence of such enact- 
ments, Texas prolongs the diuration of negro slavery in Virginia, aggra- 
vating one of its worst consequences, the internal slave-trade, and 
keeping up the price of negroes at home. They are now selling for 
500, 750, and 1(X)0 dollars each, according to their qualifications. 
There are always dealers at liichinond, whose business it is to collect 
slaves for the soutiierii market, and, until a gan^ is ready to start for 
the south, they are kept here well fed, and as cheerful as possible. Iii 
a court of the gaol, where they are lodged, I see them every day amus- 
ing themselves by playing at quoits. How much this traffic is abhorred, 
even by those who encourage it, is shown* by the low social position 
held by the dealer, even when he has made a large fortune. When 
they conduct gangs of fifty slaves at a time across the mountains to the 
Ohio river, they usually manacle some of the men, but on reaching the 
Ohio they have no longer any fear of their attempting an escape, and 
they then unshackle them. Tliat the condition of slaves in Virginia is 
steadily improving, all here seem agreed.’ — %)1. i. p. 277. 

There is great repugnance to the separation of families ; and 
some persons have been known to make great sacrifices in order 
to do their duty by their dependants, whom they might pro- 
fitably have thrown on the world, in other words, sent to market. 

At Hopeton, farther south, in Georgia, Sir Charles Lyell 
hdd an opportunity of examining the actual working of the sys- 
tem — 
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tcm — as he admits^ on a well-regulated estate. There seems to 
be much mutual attachment between the master and the slave. 
Of 500 blacks on the property, some are old, superannuated, 
live at their ease in separate houses, in the society of neighbours 
and kinsfolk. I’herc is no restraint, rather every encouragement 
to marriage. The out-door labourers have separate houses, ^ as 
neat as the greater part of the cottages in Scotland,’ — no flattering 
compliment, observes our author, himself a Scot ; their hours of 
labour arc from six in the morning, with an interval of an hour, 
till two or three. In summer they divide their work, and take a 
cool siesta in the middle of the day. In the evening they make 
merry, chat, priiy, and sing psalms. There is a hospital. To 
counterbalance all this there is the overseer and his whip, not a 
heavy one, and rarely used — but still there is a whiji : though the 
numl)er of stripes is generally limited, its terrors seem to have 
great effect : — 

‘ The most severe puuisliment required in tlie last fortj" years for a 
body of 500 negroes at Ilopcton was for the theft of one negro from an- 
other. In that period there has been no eriiniiial act of the highest 
grade, for which a delinquent could be committed to the Penitentiary 
in Georgia, and there^ have been only six cases of assault and battery. 
As a race, the negroes are mild and forgiving, and by no means so 
prone to indulge in drinking its the wliib? man or the Indian. There 
were more serious quarrels and more broken heads among the Irish in 
a few years, when they came to dig the Brunswick Canal, than had 
been known among the negroes in all the surrounding plantations for 
half a century. The inurcU'r of a husband by a black woman, vhom 
he had beiit violently, is tlie greatest crime remembered in this part of 
Georgia for a great length of time.’ — vol. i. p. 258. 

The Baptist and Methodist missionaries were for some time 
the most active irf evangelising the negroes. ^Since Dr. Elliott 
has been Bishop of Georgia, the Episcopalians have laboured 
with much zeal and success. The negroes have no faith in the 
efficacy of baptism, c^ept with a complete washing away of sin ; 
the bishop has wisely adopted the rubric which allows immer- 
sion : — 

‘ It may be true that the poor negroes cherish a superstitious belief 
that the washing out of every taint of sin de])ends mainly on the par- 
ticular manner of performing the rite, and the principal charm to the 
black women in the ceremony of total immersion consists in decking 
themselves out in white robes like brides and having their shoes 
trimmed with silver. They well know that the waters of the Alata- 
malia are chilly, and tliat tliey and the officiating minister run no small 
risk of catching cold, but to this penance they most cheerfully submit.’ 

■ — vol. i. p, 363. 

Sir Charles Lyell attended at Savannah first a black Baptist 
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church with a black preacher, and then a black Methodist 
church with a white preacher* The black preacher delivered an 
extempore sermon, for the most part in good English, with only 
a few phrases in ' talkee talkee/ to come more home to his 
audience : — 

‘ He got very successfully through one flight about the gloom of the 
valley of the shadow of death, and, speaking of the probationary state 
of a pious man left for a while to his own guidance, and wlien in dan- 
ger of failing saved by the grace of God, he compared it to an eagle 
teaching her newly-fledged offspring to fly by carrying it up higJi into 
the air, then dropping it, and, if she sees it falling to the earth, (larling 
with tlie speed of lightning to save it before it reaches tlie ground. 
Whether any eagles really teach their young to fly in this manner, I 
leave the ornithologist to decide ; but when described in animated and 
picturesque language, yet by no means inflateil, the imagery was w(‘ll 
calculated to keep the attention of Ids hearers awake. lie also incul- 
cated some good practical maxims of morality, and told them they were 
to look to a future state of rewartls and punishments in which God 
would deal impartially with ‘‘ the poor and tlie rich, the black man and 
tlie white.’'* — vol. ii. p. 3. 

In neither of these churches did that odour, which is said to 
keep the two races apart, at all offend the sense. At another 
black 3Iethodist church at Louisville, in Kentucky, built by 
subscription by the blacks themselves, and well lighted with gas, 
he heard another dark divine (we regret to say that Sir Clmrh^s 
compares him with a white Puscyite Episcopalian, not much to 
the advantage of the latter). This preacher was a full black, 
spoke good English, and quoted Scripture well. Hejaid down, 
it is true, metaphysical points of doctrine with a confidence 
which seemed to jgicrease in proportion as the subjects transcended 
human understanding ; but in this we discern the sect rather than 
the colour. Our black Chrysostom received signs of assent — not 
the riotous clapping of hands which applaude(l him of Constan- 
tinople, nor the sighs and groans, so well Inown in other places, 
like those which are heard above the torrent’s brawl on the 
hill sides in Wales. It was said of a celebrated Metropolitan 
preacher of the last generation, that he had taken lessons of Mr. 
Kemble ; our sable brother (as he would be called at Exeter 
Hall) was a iniinifest imitator of an eminent American actor 
who had been playing in those parts. We must not omit one 
point more : — from his explanation of ' Whose image and super- 
scription is this ?' it was dear that he supposed that Caesar had 
set his signature to a dollar note. Our author afterwards at- 
tended in Philadelphia a free black Episcopal church, in which 
the more solemn and quiet Anglican service was performed by a 

black 
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black clergyman with great propriety. Wliile on this point we 
will add that, according to the^ account of Dr. Walsh, published 
many years ago, and confirmed, if we remember right, by later 
travellers, the black Roman Catholic priests in Brazil conduct 
the ceremonial of their faith with much greater impressiveness 
and dignity than those of European descent. 

But there is much to be set agaiinst these hopeful signs of 
negro imj)rovemerit, and the better state of feeling between 
the two races. By an unfortunate schism, called ^ the Northern 
and Southern split,’ the* black Methodist churches are severed 
from the great and powerful communities with whom it might 
have been to their pride as well as to their advantage to have 
been in close union. Still, likewise, in many parts there is a 
stern and jealous resistance to their education : a resistance 
which was dying away, but which has been provoked into life 
by the imprudent and fanatic crusade of the Abolitionists. Sir 
C. Lycll gives the barbarous law of Georgia, which we should 
read with more righteous indignation but for the compunctious 
remembrance of certain Irish penal siatutes, abrogated only 
in later days. Yet even in Georgia Sunday-schools arise in 
Christian defiance of the law. 'J’hcrc is still almost every- 
where the indelible antipathy of the races ; the inextinguishable 
attainder of blood, on which M. de Beaumont founded his 
romance, and Miss Martineau her tale, wdiich w^c wish that we 
could believe, like many of her talcs, to be romance. Still the 
thumb-nail w ithout its white crescent, still the heel betrays the 
lingering drops of black blood ; those drops which annul mar- 
riage, even if fruitful in children ; which drive back the most 
amiable, virtuous,.intclligcnt, accomplished persons into the pro- 
scribed caste. Still slaves arc carried openly about for sale; 
may be stolen like other objects of trade ; may be shot by pas- 
sionate overseers, without the overseer suffering in social estima- 
tion (p. 92 ) ; arc advertised when runaways exactly like stray 
horses or dogs here ; still they are either, when free, prohibited 
by law from •acting as mechanics, (they are very clever and 
ingenious in some arts,) or by the jealousy of the tvhites, who 
will not admit them of their guild. Still writers of the calm 
humanity of Sir Charles Lycll are obliged to waver and hesitate ; 
at one time eagerly to look forward, at another, for the sake 
of the blacks themselves, to tremble at their immediate — 
even their speedy emancipation. The number of negroes in the 
Union is now three millions ; and according to their present rate of 
increase may, by the close of the century, amount to twelve mil- 
lions. But for ^disturbing causes,’ he would cherish sanguine * 
hopes of their ultimate fusion and amalgamation. But by his 
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own account, arc those disturbing causes likely to become less 
powerful as the two races show a broader front towards each 
other ? The following passage seems to us to give a most im- 
pressive view of the difficulties of the question : — 

‘ One of the most reasonable advocates of immediate emancipation 
whom I met with in the North, said to me, You are like many of 
our politicians, who can look on one side only of a great question. 
Grant the possibility of these three millions of coloiircd people, or even 
twelve millions of them fifty years hence, being capable of amalgamat- 
ing with the whites, sucli a result might be to you perhaps, as a piiil- 
anthropist or physiologist, a very interesting experiment ; but would 
not the progress of tlie whites be retarded, and our race deteriorated, 
nearly in the same proportion as the negroes would gain ? The whites 
constitute nearly six-sevenths of our whole population. As a philan- 
thropist, you are bound to look to the greatest good of the two races 
collectively, or the advantage of the whole population of the Union.’’ ’ 
— vol. ii. p. 101. 

From Alabama we arrive at New Orleans, a provincial Paris 
in the midst of this land of Anglo-Saxondom, with its Roman 
Catholic religion, its Carnival, its theatres open on Sundays, its 
hotels with Louis XI\". furniture, its brilliant shops, its life and 
gaiety, but with its black slaves, its voluptuous quadroon beauties. 
This must contrast strangely with the sober, busy, thriving cities 
of the north, the pale and fever-worn ‘ crackers ’ in the new 
provinces, the restless pioneers of society pressing on towards 
Texas. From New Orleans Sir Charles makes his excursion 
to the delta of the Mississippi — perhaps the most important 
of his geological chapters. The delta he estimates at 14,000 
square miles,- the level alluvial plain to the north, which 
stretches above the junction of the Ohio, is 16,000 square miles — 
being reached by so gradual a slope that the junction of the Ohio 
is but 200 feet above the level of the Bay of Mexico. He calcu- 
lates by various processes, and from certain data furnished to him 
by skilful engineers and philosophic observers of the country, that 
the delta must have taken 67,000 years; the plain above, as- 
suming a certain depth of alluvial matter, 37,000 years more, to 
accumulate. These vast periods of time, like those of space in 
astronomy, alternately depress us with the most humiliating sense 
of our insignificance ; and next awaken something like proud gra- 
titude to our Divine Maker for the gift of those faculties which 
enable us thus, as it were, to gauge this overwhelming — this 
almost boundless time and space. As regards the Deity, while 
astronomy vindicates the majesty of space, so does geology that 
of time. What a comment on the Scriptural phrase, that to 
Him a thousand years are but as a day ! And all this time and 
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space, so measured, is but a brief fragment of His eternity and 
infinity ! 

Our traveller’s return is up the vast Mississippi, after an ex- 
cursion to Grenville, in Missouri, upon the Ohio, and so across 
the Alleghany Mountains, back to the land of the older cities, 
to Philadelphia and New York. We must leave our readers 
to complete this immense circuit, feeling confident that, having 
once set forth with Sir Charles Lyell, they will not abandon him 
from weariness, from w^ant of interest, or of gratitude for his 
varied and valuable communications. 

The conclusion at which we arrive, which has never been 
forced upon us so strongly by any former tour in America as by 
these manly, sensible, and fearless volumes, is still growing as- 
tonishment at the resources of this great country. Here is an 
immense continent, not like old Asia, at times overshadowed 
into a seeming unity by some one Assyrian, or Babylonian, or 
Persian, or Mahometan empire, and at the death of the great 
conqueror, or the expiration at least of liis dynasty, breaking up 
again into conflicting kingdoms, or almost reduced to the primi- 
tive anarchy of hostile tribes : not like Europe, attaining some- 
thing like, unity, first by the consolidating and annealing power 
of the Roman Empire, and afterwards in a wider but less rigor- 
ous form by the Church ; in later times by the balance of power 
among the great monarchies — a balance only maintained by per- 
petual wars and by immense military establishments in times of 
peace. The New World is born as it were one; a federation 
with much of the vigour of separate independent states, with no 
necessary, no hereditary, principles of hostility, but rather bound 
together by the strongest community of interests ; one in descent, 
at least with one race so predominant that the rest either melt 
away into it, or, if they remain without, are each, even the 
coloured populalion, so small comparatively in numbers, that 
they may continue insulated and outlying sections of society, 
with no great danger to the general harmony ; one in language, 
and that our noble, manly, Anglo-Saxon, the language of Shake- 
speare, Milton, Bacon, and Locke, now spoken over portions of 
the globe infinitely more extensive than ever was any other tongue ; 
one in religion, for from the multiplicity of sects, as we have ob- 
served, must result a certain unity — at least religious difference, 
spread equably over all the land, cannot endanger the political unity. 
The means of communication throughout this immense continent 
are absolutely unexampled, both from the natural distribution of 
the lakes, and seas, and rivers, and from the discoveries of modern 
science, which are seized, adapted, and appropriated with^ 
restless eagerness of a people fettered by no ancient hereditary 
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prejudices, active even to the overworking of their physical con- 
stitutions, speculative so as to hazard everything — even, in the case 
of repudiation, that good-faith which is the foundation of credit — 
for rapid advantage. There are no local attachments, at least in 
the masses, to check that adventurous passion for bettering their 
condition, which turns the faces of men westward with a resolate 
uniformity (Sir Charles Lyell met 07 ie man moving eastward, and 
that one only from a temporary motive of curiosity). Along the 
whole range of coast there is steam navigation, from New England 
to Georgia. West of the Alleghany ridge, besides the noble rivers, 
also crowded with steam-boats, 'which arc so many splendid high 
roads for travel and for commerce, there is a line of railroads and 
electric telegraphs, branching off and bringing into intimate re- 
lation with the rest every considerable city. These railroads are 
not wild enterprises destined, like too many of our own, to 
swallow up irretrievable capital — framed with no sober calcula- 
tion of the necessities of the land — magnificent, luxurious, anti 
proportionately wasteful; but prudently conceived, and at first, 
at least, economically managed, only allowing greater speed, 
comfort, luxury, on such lines as those between New York and 
Boston. Behind the Alleghanics to the east, nature has achieved 
that which, on a small scale, magnificent monarchs have attempted 
in Europe — a system of internal navigation unrivalled in its 
extent, and of which even American enterprise has far from 
approached the limits. Instead of running up singly into the 
central land — as in the old continents the Ganges, the Indus, 
the Volga, the Nile, the Niger, the Danube, tlie Rhine, each 
divided from other great rivers by ridges of impenetrable moun- 
tains — the Mississippi receives her countless and immense tribu- 
taries, ramifying and intersecting the whole region from the 
borders of Canada, from the Alleghanics to within a certain 
distance of the Pacific. She is carrying up the population 
almost of cities at once to every convenient fork, to every situa- 
tion which may become an emporium ; and then receiving back 
into her spacious bosom and conveying to the ocean the accumu- 
lating produce, the corn, the cotton, even the peltries of the 
West. Almost in the centre of this empire is a coal-field, or 
rather two coal-fields, of which we believe the boundaries are 
not yet ascertained — but in Sir Charles's geological map (in his 
former volumes) they blacken a space wdiich, according to the 
scale, might furnish out several great kingdoms in the Old World. 
By a singular provision the clear-burning and smokeless an- 
thracite on the w^est side of the Apalachian ridge furnishes its 
inexhaustible fuel for the hearths and manufactures of the more 
polished and stately cities, for the gayer steam-boats on the 
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Hudson and the Delaware; the heavier and more opaque, that 
of the Illinois, scorns destined to adumbrate the manufacturing 
towns on the Ohio. Those treasure-fields, quarries as they are 
at present rather than mines, require hardly any expense to work 
them. If steam is still to be, as no doubt it must be, the great 
creator of wealth, of comfort, of commerce, this fact might alone 
almost justify our boldest visions as to the expansion and duration 
of American civilisation. In California the United States may 
appear to have acquired the more doubtful and dangerous com- 
mand of the precious minerals to an unexampled extent. And 
over this progressive world, this world which, even at its present 
gigantic strides, will not for an immense period have reached its 
actual boundary, which — even if it swallow up no more Texas, no 
more of Mexico, if it merely absorb into itsell its own prairies and 
forests, if it people only its half of Oregon — will still have 
^ ample space and verge enough ’ — some elements of civilisation 
seem to spread, if not with equable, with unlimited advance. 
'J’liere is no bound to the appetite, if not for intellectual im- 
))rovcmcnt, for intellectual entertainment. With Sir Charles 
Lycll we have full confidence in the palled craving for one 
leading to the sober and wholesome demand for the other: once 
awaken the imagination and the feelings, the reason will rarely 
remain in torpid slumber. This almost passion for reading 
appears to be universal : newspapers perhaps first (and news- 
papers are compelled to become books), and then books accom- 
pany man into the remotest squattings in the backwoods, sire 
conveyed in every steam-boat, spring up with spontaneous growth 
in every settlement, arc sold at prices which all can afford. 
From later intelligence than that of Sir Charles Lyell, we arc 
assured that the sale of Mr. Macaulay’s History has reached at 
least 100,000. Wc recommend our author’s statements on these 
subjects, of which wc have room but for a fragment, to the con- 
sideration especially of our men of letters : — 

‘ Of the best English works of fiction, published at thirty-one shil- 
lings in England, and for about sixpence here, it is estimated that about 
ten times as many copies are sold in the United States as in Great 
Britain ; nor need we wonder at this, wiien we consider that day 
labourers in an American village often purcliase a novel by Scott, 
Bulwer, or Dickens, or a popular history, such as Alison’s Europe 
([)ublished at thirteen pounds in England and sixteen shillings in 
America), and read it at spare moments, while persons in a much 
higher station in England are debarred from a similar intellectual treat 
by considerations of economy; 

‘ It might have been apprehended that, where a daily newspaper can 
be bought for a halfpenny, and a novel for sixpence, the public mind 
would be so taken up witli politics and liglit reading, that no time 
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would be left for the study of history, divinity, and the graver periodical 
literature. But, on the contrary, experience has proved that, when 
the habit and facility of reading has been acquired by tlie perusal even 
of trashy writings, there is a steady increase in the number of those 
who enter on deeper subjects. I was glad to hear that, in proportion 
as the reading public augments annually, the quality of the books read 
is decideflly improving. About four years ago, 40,000 copies were 
printed of the ordinary common-place novels published in England, of 
which sort they now only sell about 8000. 

‘ It might also have been feared that the cheapness of foreign works 
unprotected by copyright, would have made it impossible for native 
authors to obtain a price cai)able of remunerating them highly, as well 
as their publishers. But siicdi is not the case. Veiy large editions of 
Prescott’s “ Ferdinand and Isabella,” and of his “ Mexico,” and 

Peru,” have been sold at a high price ; and u hen Mr. Harper stated 
to me his estimate of the original value of the co])yright of these popu- 
lar works, it ajipeared to me that an English author could hardly have 
obtained as much in his own country. The comparative cheapness of 
American books, the best editions of which arc by no means in small 
print, seems at first unintelligible, when Ave consider the dearness of 
labour, which enters so largely into the price of printing, paper, and 
binding. But, first, the number of readers, thanks to the free-schools, 
is prodigiously great, and always augmenting in a higher ratio even 
than the populatioji ; and, secondly, there is a fixed determination on 
the part of the peoi)le at large to endure a?jy taxation, rather tlian that 
which would place books and newspapers beyond their reach. Several 
politicians declared to me that not only an income tax, but a window 
tax, would be preferred ; and this last,” said they, ‘‘ would scarcely 
shut out the light from a greater number of individuals.”’* — \ol, ii. 
pp. 336-338. 

The great cities, it is true, can never be as the ancient capitals 
of Europe. America, perhaps the world, will hardly see again 
a new Cologne, or a new Strasbourg, a new St. Peter’s, or a 
new St. Paul’s, any more than new Pyramids, a new Parthenon, 
or a new Coliseum. Yet we cannot but think that peace and 
wealth may beyond the Atlantic achieve great thiqgs, though of 
a different character; and this assuredly should bo the aim 
of her artists, especially of her architects. Whether Trinity 
Church, now the pride of the Broadway in New York, will bear 
the rigorous judgment of our Gothic Purists, or stand as high 
even as our best modern churches, may, notwithstanding Sir 

* As some drawback to this we must subjoin the following sentence — ‘ Many are 
of opinion that the small print of cheap editions in the United States, will seriously 
injure the eyesight of the rising generation, especially os they often read in railway 
cars, devouring whole novels, printed in new8j.apers, in very inferior type. Mr. 
Everett, sfieaking of this literature, in an address to the students of Harvard College, 
said, If cheap it can be called, which begins by costing a man his eyes, and ends by 
perverting his taste and morals." ’ — vol. ii. p. 339. 
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Charles Lyell’s opinion, admit of doubt. Rut we have heard 
only one opinion of the great Croton aqueduct; a work which for 
magnificence, ingenuity, science, and utility (as pouring pure and 
wholesome water, even to the luxury of noble fountains and water- 
works, throughout the whole city of New York), most nearly 
approaches the days of old Roman greatness. The expendi- 
ture of almost the whole of the great Glraud bequest, (half a 
million sterling,) on building alone, leaving hardly anything for 
the endowment of the college, may in one sense 4iave been very 
unwise, and indeed wrong ; but as showing at least a noble ambi- 
tion for architectural grandeur, even if not in this respect suc- 
cessful, may not be without its use. But so long as we hear of 
such legacies as those of Mr. Lowell, 70,000/. sterling; of Mr. 
Astor for a public library, of a much larger amount — and we 
believe that those public spirited acts of generosity do not stand 
alone — there can be no room for desj)air. Though the Capitol 
at Washington be but a cold and feeble attempt to domiciliate 
classic forms — though bold and creative originality be more 
difficult of attainment to those born late into the world in art 
even than in letters; the great Transatlantic cities will gradually 
have their great, we trust, characteristic American monuments. 
If we had believed the story for an instant, we certainly should 
have shared in the alarm — wc perhaps should not have been without 
some jealousy, if brother Jonathan had bought and carried off the 
Apollo Relvederc. On the other hand, we most cordially rejoice 
in the place which the young American sculptor, Power, has 
taken even in Italy. That such statues as his exquisite Greek 
Slave should be set up in American halls by American hands 
would be to us a source of unfeigned satisfaction, not merely for 
the gratification of the present, but as an omen of the future. 
For, as the future of America, to be a glorious future, must be a 
future of perice, so we would hope that it may be fruitful in all 
which embellishes, and occupies, and hallows, and glorifies peace. 

Sir Charl^ Lyell must excuse us, if with these wonderful 
prospects of centuries to come. * expanding their cloudy wings 
before us,* we have been less willing to look back to those ages 
behind ages, which arc the study and the revedation of his im- 
portant science. Interesting as it may be, under liis sure guidance 
to be told that a hundred thousand years must have passed in 
forming the land at the mouth of the Mississippi, we are more 
absorbed in the thought of the few years which have beheld on 
the banks of that wide river and its aflluenls, cities arising beyond 
cities, and those cities peopled with thousands on thousands of 
free, industrious, in many respects, as far as is given to man, happy 
human beings ; province after province yielding to possesrion, to 
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cultivation, to production — tlie production of harvests now poured 
without stint, and we suppose destined to be still more profusely 
poured, upon our shores. The Indian corn, we ought to have 
observed, appears by no means one of the least precious gifts of 
this region. The aboriginal tribes so wither away before the 
invader, that his occupation of the land can hardly be called 
usurpation. Instructive as it is to be initiated in the growth of 
those 63,000 square miles of coal (First 7^our, p.88), the gradual 
transformation if terrestiial plants into this store of fuel, garnered 
up it might seem for endless generations, with the vegetable texture 
still apparent throughout under the microscope ; and flattened 
trunks of trees, now transmuted into pure coal, and erect fossil 
trees in the overlying strata ; instructive to trace all the geological 
and all the chemical processes in this immense laboratory ; — yet to 
us there is something even more surprising in the application of 
those inexhaustible treasures by that race of beings for whom the 
iMinighty Creator in his boundless Providence may seem to have 
entombed them in the earth. What can be more strange than 
their sudden revelation, as it were, in these enormous quantities, 
just when is most apparent the practical deiiondence of man, in 
his most crowded state of civilisation, on powers which his an- 
cestors, content to warm their hearths and to cook their provisions 
with bright and useful fuel, dreamed not to be latent in this 
coarse and ordinary product of the earth ? Who shall conjecture 
the incalculable results of the use, perhaps the improvement of 
steam-power in a country where railroads are of such compara- 
tively easy construction, and the spreading network of rivers 
might seem providentially designed for steain-na\igation ? Intel- 
lectually delightful as it may be to follow out such a beautiful 
piece of philosophical reasoning as that in Sir C. Lycll’s second 
volume (p. 304), where, from certain footmarks on slabs of sand- 
stone, which could only have been made by air-breathing animals 
(all others being too light to make such deep impressions even 
when the stones were in the state of fluid mud), liie date of the 
primal existence of this class of animals is ascertained : — never- 
theless, we are more inclined to lose ourselves in wondenng specu- 
lations as to the short time which must elapse before the first 
footprints of man, at least of civilised man, in the lands west of 
the Mississippi will be utterly untraceable through the broad 
strata of culture and population which even one century will 
spread perhaps to the Pacific. We seem irresistibly compelled 
to look onward ; we are seized, as it were, and carried away by 
the advancing tide to the still receding haven, till we are lost in 
a boundless ocean. 

That clouds, heavy, blackening, awful thunder-clouds loom 

over 
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over tins wide horizon of the Future, who that knows the muta- 
bility of human things, the wild work which fortune or fate, or 
rather divine Providence, makes of the most sagacious conjectures 
— what wise and reflective American will attempt to disguise from 
himself? There is surely enough to check and subdue the over- 
\veening national pride, which prevails among the vulgar. We 
must in justice to ourselves touch on some of these dangers. 
One of them, though we do not know how far it extends over 
the Union, is the effect of the climate. In ISew England espe- 
cially there seems a certain delicacy of health, a general ^ care- 
worn* expression, a kind of premature old age, which, w ith other 
circumstances, shows that our Anglo-Saxon race is not perfectly 
acclimated. This may be aggravated, but is not entirely caused, 
by the busy, exhausting, restless life of the great body of Ameri- 
cans. The fevers and agues of the back settlements will probably 
disappear, with the swamps and marshes, before cultivation and 
drainage ; the vigorous health of Kentucky and some other of 
the back settlements may eventually renew the youth, if renewal 
be necessary, of the earlier race, which seems to want the robust 
look, the clear and ruddy complexion of the Englishman. — 
(See Lyell, vol. i. pp. 154-5.) But this danger will probably 
bring its own cure ; every succeeding century will adapt the race 
more completely to their climate. Their political dangers are 
more serious and inevitable. That which is their strength and 
pride, their independence, is their greatest peril. There is no 
great repressive, no controlling power, nothing to drag the wheel 
of popular rule, either in the constitution of the Federation or 
in the States. In each the Senates must obey the mighty will of 
the masses. But separate interests may grow up, in the nature 
of things cannot but grow up ; the North and the South, the 
West and the East, may be arrayed against each other. The 
ruder, the more tumultuous, the more uneducated West, may be 
able to dictate at Washington not the soundest policy, policy 
which may be fatal, but which must be adopted from fear of 
separation, and the consequence of separation. In each State there 
is the same danger : the predominance of the turbulent many — 
or those who, self-multiplied by their noise and activity, represent 
themselves, and are believed to be the many — over the quiet, the 
wise, the educated. We have great faith, we need hardly say, 
in the effects of true and real education ; but here is the rub-— 
can sound political education travel as fast as population ? That 
which, to all appearance, is most feared by the calmer immediate 
speculators, is indeed too much in human nature not to justify 
serious apprehension — the quiescence of those who ought from 

^ their 
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their superior inlellip:ence to govern, but are too easy and happy 
to strive and wrestle for their proper influence. 

This applies equally to the States and to individuals : Kentucky 
and Illinois may lord it over New England and New York; and if 
Kentucky and Illinois become more civilized. States yet unnamed, 
unsettled, still farther West, may lord it in their turn over Ken- 
tucky and Illinois. So long as the subjects of collision are but the 
election of a President, or even a Tariff, this predominance may 
be comparatively innocuous ; but when it comes to War or Peace 
— war, not with Texas or Mexico, but with European nations, or 
even with Canada, if Canada should grow up into a rival power — 
then may the United States be exposed, at least, to the chances 
of loss and defeat, or, escaping them, to the proverbial conse- 
quences of military glory and success. We have the most sovereign 
contempt for Mr. Cobden and his international arbitration — for 
the European Peace Societies, which have the most fatal effect, 
that of casting ridicule on what is in itself a righteous cause ; but, 
if Americans, we should hardly refrain from joining with Mr. 
Sumner — though even in America peace societies have, we know 
not why, something of a bustling, officious, and somewhat ridiculous 
air. should hail the more legitimate denunciations of war 

as unchristian by her Cliannings and Deweys ; as American 
patriots and Christians we should never cease to cry Peace ! Peace ! 
That which is utterly, hopelessly, as seems at present, impossible 
in Europe, seems, by a wonderful combination of circumstances, 
of easy practicability in America. This vast continent may, if it 
will, exhibit to the wondering annals of mankind centuries barren 
of warlike glory, safe Irom the miseries of war. The United 
States may at length relieve republican governments from that 
heavy charge registered against them by all history — and too 
much countenanced by their own proceedings in Texas and in 
Mexico — that I^einocracics are as ambitious and aggressive as 
the most absolute Monarchies. What has America to gain 
— what may it not lose by war ? 

Sir C. Lyell was in the midst of the fierce discussions about 
Oregon : fiery news-writers were brandishing their pens — wild 
backwoodsmen poising their rifles ; they would have had the 
country at once adopt the language of that not very imitablc 
personage in Milton — ' My sentence is for open war.’ What can 
happen? — these were among the amiable anticipations — 'Eng- 
land may bombard and burn a few of the cities on the east 
coast ; but then she will add hundreds of millions to her debt ; 
she will break down and be for ever ruined under her into- 
lerable burthen.’ There is one result from all this which Bro- 
ther 
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ther Jonathan, even in his wildest mood, we doubt not would be 
acute enough to apprehend — Brother John bankrupt, he has lost 
his best customer. Sir C. Lyell, with his calm good sense, at 
the very outset of his volume, doubts the wisdom of the comme- 
moration of ‘ Independence I3ay all this recital (of the doings 
of the mother country before the war) ‘ may have been expedient 
when the great struggle for liberty and national independence 
was still pending ; but what effect can it have novv but to keep 
alive bad feelings V We are happy in believing that all ^ rumours 
of Wars * with England have passed away ; but any other great 
war, we conceive, might arrest for centuries the progress of Trans- 
atlantic civilization — might split up the Uiiion into the chronic con ■ 
dition of the Old World, that of separate and, before long, hostile 
States — might raise up in one a military despotism, formidable to 
all. Before we close these hastily- written but not less deliberately- 
considered opinions on the expediency, the necessity of peace, to 
the development of American wealth, happiness, virtue ; on the 
majestic position which the United States may take in the history 
of man, by showing herself superior to the folly, the intoxication, 
the madness of war — of war which cannot be necessary as self- 
defence, and therefore must be wanton and wicked ; we would 
look on one other ])oril, which appears to us, if more remotely, to 
threaten her internal peace. Her growth must bein wpalth — and 
wealth, even under the most levelling institutions, will accumulate 
in masses. There will be individuals, there will be classes high 
above the rest in opulence, in luxury. This will be, of course, 
more manifest in the great cities, which as they grow in size will 
become more unmanageable ; and notwithstanding the constant 
vent in the backwoods for turbulent and violent spirits, will leave a 
still larger class of those who feel that they have a right to be as 
rich as others, and are not. I’here must be an aristocracy, ami 
that aristocracy an object of hatred and jealousy to some ; by 
whatever title it may be held uj) to scorn dr animosity ; ^ a white- 
gloved aristocracy,’ dec. dec. ; — such class there must be, where 
capital, commercial industry, enterprise, even fortune, are left to 
their free course. It is to be seen whether the Republic, or 
Republics, will have strength, counige, and determination to 
defend property, as the basis of human freedom and happiness. 

Thus far that spirit has not been w anting — the sovereign people, 
on more occasions than we arc aware of here, has not scrupled 
to use the Old World arms against ^ the mob.’ At Providence, 
the soldiers were ordered, some short time ago, to fire on " the 
people,’ and did fire to put down a riot which rose out of the 
destruction of houses of ill-fame; they did the same at Philadel- 
phia, during the attack on the Roman Catholics ; and now at 

New 
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New York, in the disp^raceful disturbances around the theatre.* 
Thus far, too, the public voice lias been strongly and unequivo- 
cally in favour of public order. There has been no maudlin sym- 
pathy for lawless rioters ; the press has been, almost with one 
voice, on the side of authority; the attempt to get up a popular 
demonstration was an utter failure. It has been seen that the only 
true mercy is to stop a riot at once — if not, as with us on a recent 
occasion, by the civil force — at all events to stop it. There arc 
dangers which must be imminent under the broadest republican 
forms. Only free and popular institutions like our own and those 
of the United States, and the spirit they inspire into the citizens, 
can prevent them from becoming calamities. But these slight 
outbreaks from insignificant causes, we must acknowledge, cast 
somewhat dark shadows before them ; if more deeply-rooted 
causes of discontent should spring up — if with the spreading 
cities there should be quarters inhabited perhaps by multitudes 
of a particular race or class, ahd so bonded together by common 
passions — quarters into which education does not equably penetrate 
— which there is no strong police to overawe — our only trust is that 
there will be an instantaneous tact and sympathy among those to 
whom order is life, wliich will combine them into a more com- 
manding league. We trust that ijjft neglecting measures of 
precaution.in improving, as far as they may, the condition of their 
more abject fellow-citizens, they will never be wanting in resolu- 
tion to confront and crush these insurrections of communism (for 
such even in free America may be their form), and not scruple 
to hazard their lives for what is dearer than life. There must 
be moreover no self-gratulation in more remote towns, that 
it is but one city which has thus become a city of desolation. 
The rapid communication of revolutionary wild-fire, more swift 
and terrible than the conflagration over leagues of prairie land — 
this fearful rapidity is^n essential part of its nature ; one city a 
prey to its ravages, "who will insure the rest? If the waters of 
the Hudson reflect its red light, how long will it be before it 
glares on the Mississippi or the Ohio? May heaven avert the 
omen — may one human community grow up as a great Peace 
Society, peace external and internal, peace W'ith all its blessings ! 

* It was impossible, os we hear from all quarters, and cannot refrain from repcatin^r, 
to 8urj)as8 the coolness, self-command, gentlemanly, we might add Christian, bearing 
of Mr. Macrcady. 
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Art. VI r. — Austria and Central Itahj, By Milcs-Thomas, 
Lord Beaumont. 2nd Edition. London, 1849. 

is, probably, to his religious rather than to his political prln- 

ciples that Lord Beaumont is indebted for the notice which 
this publication seems to have attracted. The opinion of a Roman 
Catholic peer on a question involving the temporal sovereignty of 
the Pope could not but excite curiosity and interest. Moreover, 
the number of such peers is so small, that each individual of the 
class acquires a prominence, and his sentiments an importance, 
to which they might not be otherwise entitled. How far the 
theological views indicated in these pages may be agreeable to 
his co-religionists it is no business of ours to inquire. Lord Beau- 
mont has duties, he supposes, towards humaniiy in general as well 
as to his Church, and in reconciling their conflicting interests his 
conscience must be his guide. . 

His Lordship commences by exy>ressing his astonishment that 
a revolution should have occurred in Austria — an event however 
which had seemed to him no less xie^able than improbable. 
VVe have little doubt Lord B. was as ill-imormed as to the internal 
state of Austria, as the Government whoso policy he supports : yet 
we should have guessed thaij besides the disturbances in Gallicia*^ 
to which he alludes, he could hardly have been ignorant of the 
implacable opposition in Hungary — the mutinous spirit in Lom- 
bardy. But there were other causes of alarm which, however 
unknown to him, were perfectly well known to the Cabinet of 
Vienna. The canker of Socialism had spread wiiliin the last two 
years from France over Germany, Poland, and a great part of 
Italy; nor was Vienna free from it any more than Berlin, Frank- 
fort, or Prague, where it afterwards manifested itself with such 
appalling consequences. The ramifications of the Socialist plot 
and the machinations of secret agenta^iad not escaped the 
Austrian police, and that no steps wcre®taken to arrest their 
manoeuvres, though a fact strikingly illustrative of the general 
forbearance of that much- abused Government, is greatly to be 
deplored. But the instant triumph of a new outbreak in Paris, 
proving such an utter hollowness in a popularly -elected monarchy, 
was a surprise to the victors no less than to the victims of that 
melancholy riot, and had neither been anticipated nor provided 
against in any part of Europe. For a moment, in short, the 
floodgates were left unguardi^, and the mischief of that moment 

* We hope that the mystery wliich envelopes the causes of^Hiose disturl^ancps will 
ere long be cleared up; it will tlien become apiwient how falsely t)>e Austrian Cabinet 
was suspected of a parti oij nation in the crimes that accompanied them, and with what 
forbearance it acted in concealing the iniquity of the Kmjperor’s guilty and unfortunate 
subjects. • 
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will be felt in the misery of ages. So far from sharing! the 
pleasure with which Lord Beaumont contemplates the ruin of 
Austria^ we believe such an event would be as unfortunate for 
England as for Germany at large^ and for the general civilization 
of the continent. 

Filling a huge space in the map between France and Russia — 
the only powers from which the independence of Europe could 
have anything to dread — Austria seemed with peculiar propriety 
to claim the guardianship of that independence. Removed from 
the possibility of hostile contact with England, she seemed as 
naturally formed to be our ally as her geographical position made 
her the bulwark against the ambition of the gigantic powers at 
the extremities ol Europe. Does it not appear incredible, that 
at the very mom.«^t when British interests were confessedly ex- 
posed to new and enormous perils by the a^ivantages unexpectedly 
opened to the great ri\als oi ,^ur commerce and our navy — at a 
moment too when from every motive of generosity as well as of 
policy our friendly countenance ought to have been extended to 
Austria — we should ha^ united with our immemorial rival to 
despoil our well-tried ally, and to force her to seek safety from 
the arm of Russia? If we yet cherish hopes that the vast 
accession of power which must accruil to Russia from the posses- 
sion of the whole valley of the Danube and the command of the 
navigation of that river will not >be attended with all the evils 
apprehended by many others — it is from the magnanimity of the 
Czar alone that we dery e those hopes, and not from the policy 
or the diplomacy of England. 

In our last Number we said that the .appearance of the 
French in Italy must be the signal for an alliance between Russia 
and Austria^ which would place at the disposal of the latter the 
resources of the former. We spo^e advisklly, and the result 
has proved it, thou|Sh under circumstances somewhat different 
from those we were then contemplating. The occupation of the 
Papal States by French troops disturbs the balance of power in 
Italy no less than the threatened intervention in behalf of Pied- 
mont, aihd must ultimately be attended with the same conse- 
quences. It is obvious that it could not be^oolied on without 
jealousy and distrust by Austria, even should her consent — in 
an hour of inanii'old distresses — have been extorted from, her; 
and that in the uncertainty of ‘the ultimate policy that France 
might adopt, or indeed the par^hich that very army might be 
iifstructed to take in the Italian wars, the Austrian forces in 
Lombardy could not be safely diminished, and the necessities of 
the empire in other quarters, how urgent soever, must be supplied 
from other source^ ' 

While 
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While the actual origin of this invasion remains so mysterious 
that the principal English minister in the House of Lords inti- 
mates his opinion that it was undertaken with no object at all^ it 
cannot be easy to foretell to what use it may be turned. Neither 
the Austrian ministry nor the Italian princes appear to entertain 
that boundless confidence in the good faith and sincerity of all 
French republican statesmen which Lord Palmerston professes ; 
nor has the history of the new Republic hitherto afforded even a 
guarantee for the capacity of any of its ministers to carry out their 
own policy in any class of operations whatsoever.* 

The contest which began last year in the streets of Paris, and 
which still threatens the civilisation of Europe with an eclipse, 
having been defeated (for the moment at least) in France and 
Germany, found a battle-field in the plains of Hungary, where 
the haughty and arrogant Magyar* has not hesitated to espouse 
the cause of anarchy, and to mingj^e his own interests with all its 
unworthy objects. It is foreign to our purpose to discuss the 
rights of the Hungarian quarrel, or to trace the course of the 
events that have marked its progress ; ^e will only observe that 
the resources of Austria, had they been all disposable, were not 
more than Sufficient to face her internal enemies, supported as 
they were by an army of 'lfibrty thousand Poles, and the whole 
democratic and communist influence of Europe. 

Russian intervention will probably decide the contest; and 
mortifying as it is to Austria to seek such a remedy, the desertion 
of other allies and the disastrous state of the empire have left no 
other resource. We are not unwilling to believe that the assist- 
ance of Nicholas was offered in perfect good faith, clogged with 
no humiliating conditions, nor with^'lmy stipulations for selfish 
advantages \ but W'e cannot conceal from ourselves that, iq the 
event of success, tite overv^helming preponderance of Russia 
must be the result — in othd^words, the uif0r disturbance of that 
balance of power which so much has been done to preserve. 
That Germany should have showed such anxiety to neutralise the 
influence of the only State* which afforded a barrier against the 
ambition of Russia, and which moreover possessed the dimmand 
of the Adriatic sea-ports, so es^etitial to her newly-iormed schemes 


* Wbat an encouragement to foreign nations to ally their policy with that of Ft’aiicc, 
and to suffer their armies to co-operate witbi^Uiose of ihe republic, the late Constituent 
Assembly bas afforded ! The Austrians^naiiiards, and Neapolitans form a treatj^ with 
the government of France-r-a goveriinmit, be it remembered, electfd by universal 
suffrage — by which on army of the latter power is admitted iw a country occupied 
by the forces of the former: in its first attempt it is unsuccessful, either from the 
iuetficiency of the generi|| or of the troops | the Assembly professes disapproUltion of 
the original purpose of the expedition, and it receives jui order to operate agaiutt tho 
alliet by who4e consent it had gained a lodgment in thb e6bntry I 
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of commercial development, is an act of folly unparalleled even 
in the annals of the Frankfort Assembly ; but other countries, 
we regret to say, have been no less blind. The ancient policy 
that recommended the alliance of England and Austria had de- 
rived additional cogency from the advances which Russia was 
constantly, though cautiously, making towards the consummation 
of her ancient designs oh the Turkish empire. To these designs 
Austria was wakefuUy, steadily, and obstinately opposing a resist- 
ance the inor^ effective, because, though everywhere felt, it was 
nowhere obtruded; and to this resistance both France and Eng- 
land were interested in lending their support. In abandoning it, 
France may deem the danger counterbalanced by the chance of 
some visionary alliance, such as Buonaparte projected between 
himself and Alexander — in substance, a scheme for dividing the 
sway of Europe between two bold gamesters ; but by what 
sophistry can England defendi^iier suicidal policy ? 

It was certain that the French revolution would produce sudden 
and momentous changes in the political condition of Europe ; it 
could hardly have sccm||d probable that any of these should be 
advantageous to England, while it was morally impossible that 
either the system of government introduced by that convulsion or 
the men who influenced it should be^ destined to a Iqng political 
existence. The stability of Pmgland, however, amidst the general 
tuin offered her a vast accession of influence — placed her in a 
position of most enviable superiority. Neither did it require 
dexterity of management to preserve it — nay, indeed the difficulty 
seems that by any exertion of dexterity it could be entirely lost. 
The treaties that bound Europe together in 1815 were yet in 
force; the relations betwera England and the countries so united 
cannot be changed by the revolutions that ijj^y be effected within 
the territory guaraniccd to each by that act of settlement. 

The minister who presided over th^oreign relations of ICiigland 
should have assumed a calm and vigilant, but 'not hostile atti- 
tude : — instead of throwing himself into the arms, or rather at 
the feet, of the victorious demagogues of Paris, he should have 
proclaimed: — We have no wish to interfere with the form of 
government you choose to adopt— »|We were the^oremost to rec6g- 
nise your monarchy of the barricades, and we are equally ready 
now to acknowledge your new chief or president from whiitevcr 
c^Jass of society you please to ^l^ct him — but you have not our 
consent to qxtend your doininioni^ine inch beyond the boundary 
of your present territory, nor will we sanction any attempts to 
sps^ad anarchy and confusion in^ther countrfes under any pretext 
whatsoever. Very different was the conduct he pprsued,. and 
when questioned upon his motives, the noble Secretary of State; 

while 
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while avowing it to be Ms duty as much as his desire to cultivate 
the French alliance^ does not Atlempt to conceal that his line 
of policy was influenced by the threats of his pacific allies. 
The English mediation was offered to Austria, to prevent the 
threatened invasion of Italy by the French ; the Sicilian inter- 
vention was enforced at the dictation ^f the French admiral. 
And how have these acts of complaisance been rewarded ? The 
separate mediation of France was subsequently offered to the 
Sicilians — and a French army has invaded Italy for no better 
reason than the gratification of the vanity or caprice of a French 
minister, llie professed object of Lord Palmerston’s policy was 
to avoid a war — a most' laudable motive, and one in which we 
give" the noble lord t^ll credit for sincerity-r-though wo think 
on former occasions Le risked its perils on lig|[iter grounds; 
and it is also to avoid a war that we on our parts recommend a 
steady adherence to existing obligations. Unasked interference 
and forced mediations are the surest provocatives of wars. Had 
a small part of our fleet, for instance, which was occupied in 
promoting civil war in Sicily, been giUrding the police of the 
Adriatic, will any one believe that the King of Sardinia would 
have ventured to continue, in defiance of treaty, the blockade of 
the Austrian ports, or to supply the rebels of Venice? Will the 
noble lord himself pretend that the Sicilians would not thankfully 
have accepted the concessions of their king, but for the hopes 
held out to them by England? Had the King of Sardinia be- 
lieved in the sincerity of tlie English opposition to his treaclierotis 
policy, would he have ventured single-handed on a war with 
Austria? Had he menaced Downiq^-street with a French alli- 
ance, would he not have been effectually deterred by a hint that, 
in that case, an* lii^glisli fleet would protect the trade oF the 
Adriatic ? The terrors of^^ur cabinet were groundless ; they 
started at the sound themselves had made ; but there is now real 
ground for alarm — they created the danger they would avoid 
by displaying their fear of it. The policy that was adopted 
to prevent a war will, we apprehend, render a general war in- 
evitable — but it will be a war in which we shall stand without 
allies and withotft support — % w'ar forced on us by the mingled 
political fanaticism and political hypocrisy of a Government 
which has neither the confidence of those who vote for its mea- 
sures, nor the sympathy of ai^leading interest, save one, in the 
British Empir^. ^ ^ 

It is to the present state of Rome and the events which led to it 
that the observations of Lord B^umont^re principally directed. 
In his estimafe of the character of Pi^is IX. we do not think 
he greatly errs. We reeSgnise^tbe same weaknesses and inconW ^ 
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sistencies which he points out; we also give that unfortunate 
sovereign credit for good intentions, while we are certain of the 
folly of his measures, but, when the tendency of those measures 
was apparent^ what are we to say for the sincerity of those of 
his own countrymen who cheered him on in his headlong pro- 
gress, and promised him ^ long course of prosperity for himself, 
his state, and his order? 'The enlightened exiles of Paris,* 
of whom Lord Beaumont speaks with such admiration, were the 
persons who laid the ambush ihto which the unwary Pontiff fell, 
and who have since risen to supreme power by treachery and 
assassination. The fall of the Pope and the steps which led to it 
are too well known to need recapitulation, but we must observe 
that Lord Beaumont's account of them is, extremely inaccurate ; 
the faults and^ inconsistencies of Pius were not, as he represents, 
the consequence of a priestly or despotic government ; they were 
the necessary faults of a weak prince, coerced in his conduct, and 
tormented by his conscience ; they were ngt the faults of an 
absolute soyereign, and, in fact, could not have been committed 
by one: they were the fAults into which a very limited one was 
led by pursuing the policy of ' his liberal and enlightened 
advisers.* Nor is it true that the papal or priestly government 
had lost its popular favour in Rome until the measures of the 
present Pope liimself cut the props from beneath his throne, 
destroyed his resources, and disgusted his supporters, while he 
failed i& conciliate a single enemy. Few, except Lord Beaumont, 
can have forgotten the enthusiasm with which Gregory XVI. 
was supported in Rome when the commotions broke out in the 
legations at the commenq^ent of his reign, or the satisfaction 
with which the Austrians, who came to his assistance, were re- 
ceived by nearly all classes of the population'/ already weary of 
this short essay of revolution. The reason of Pope Gregory's 
popularity is obvious ; he was true to the interests of his order, 
and the party that supported him ; the merit of sincerity be pos- 
sessed, if he had no other; and though boasting neither talent 
nor courage himself, he gave his confidence to those who under- 
stood the only method in which his states could be ruled. We 
do not mean to praise either the fimneial or all the administrative 
operations of his government, but we do most strongly commend 
the wisdoQi of those princes wl^ call to their cotincils men de- 
sirous, on the whole, to suppem^^existing instit||tions, and not 
their enemies. 

This was the fault of Pope Pius, and dearly has he answered 
it. His conduct from the first yras marked by dej^lorable weak- 
ness, — especially a mean thirst for popularity ; but if we despise 
him^ we abhor the villany and trOheherjr by which he was under- 
mined. 



231 


Lord Beaumont on Foreign Policy. 

mined. During' the last few months of his residence at Rome 
his state of humiliation was insupportable^ and extrication from 
it became his first object. We do not admire the choice of his 
Holiness’s disguise nor any other particular of his escape^, but 
that escape was necessary; to withdraw from his enemies the sanc- 
tion of his name was the only measure of offence or defence in 
his power ; if he could not strike a blow, he could at least deprive 
his adversaries of a weapon : and this the democrats well knew ; 
— his escape was ruin to them, and hence their wrath. But more 
— Lord Beaumont is in error when he asserts (p. 22) that the 
person of the Pope was in no danger. His minister, his lay 
Premier, had been murdered in the legislative chamber — his 
troops deserted him, his palace was besieged with artillery, and 
its gates consumed by fire. 1 1 is secretary was killed by his side, 
and when at last reduced to capitulate^and receive the chiefs of 
the barricades, who addressed him with the same assurances 
which Lord Beaumont reports, he listened to them with calmnesSf 
and then, picking up one of the bullets with which the floor was 
Strewed, ‘ Behold,* said he, ‘ the affection of the. Roman people 
towards our consecrated p^son.’ With this protest he submitted 
to the conditions imposed on him. 

Neither is Lord Beaumont more correct in his representa- 
tion of the improved state of Rome during the early part of 
the Pope’s reign. He tells us (p. 31) of tfift advantsiges re- 
suiting from a more extended and more liberal system of educa- 
tion. and from the free admission of the works of Hume, Gibbon, 
Lady Morgan, &c., as if it were possible that in so sliort a time any 
effects from such causes could be vjsible at all. The real result 
of the Pope’s innovations, as all who nave visited the country will 
assure him, was thjs progress of disorder and licentiousness amongst 
an idle and excitable people, with all their usual concomitants, the 
increase of crlgie and the decrease of wealth. The removal of the 
restrictive laws on printing inundated the highways and thorough- 
fares with blasphemous and seditious publications of native manu- 
facture, while the abolition of restrictions on books from abroad 
did not multiply the copies of Hume, Gilibon, and Lady 
Morgan — at least not to theilisxtent which Lord Beaumont thinks 
so edifying;.. it is notorious that the literature imported was 
mostly the g^uine produce ofjthe Parisian brothel. 

We agree with Lord Beaui^tbnt that the calamitoih condition 
to which Italy is reduced is mainly to ..be attributed to the 
relaxation of the protecting core of Austria; but do not 
think he will find many peri^ns in this country /out of the 
Cabinet) wbb will rejoice in, tbe change— or be comforted by bU 
copl announcement that f on P#ris and tier caprice the fate of Italy, 
» - depends.* 
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depends.’ (p. 33.) It is to maintain this dependence, he no doubt 
assumes, that the expedition to the papal states has been under- 
taken — but, if so, he will allow that it has been less happy in 
execution than in design. The dictatorship of Mazzini and his 
colleagues seemed trembling to its fall : time is precious with men 
who hold their power from day to day, and lean for their support 
on the goodwill of a mob. The republican cause seemed on 
the decline throughout the peninsula — the Austrian victories had 
revived all the terror which that name was wont to inspire — and 
the usurping governments had shown themselves everywhere rapa- 
cious, oppressive, and absurdly incompetent. The Grand-Duke 
of Tuscany had been recalled by the repentance of his subjects ; a 
similar reaction was expected in Rome : the priests — who alone 
among the papal subjects had exhibited any courage or energy — 
were labouring to accor^plish it by their influence,* and the 
‘ Triumviri ’ were daily sinking in public estimation. Had these 
facts been known or believed in France, it is possible that an 
active intervention in the affairs of Rome would not .so soon have 
been attempted; — but the cabinet of that country desired above 
all things the destruction of a republic formed on the principles 
on whicli their own was professedly based ; and if, in suppressing 
this odious caricature, they could give an air of generosity to their 
proceedings or dazzle by the appearance of military achievement 
their object was 'doubly gained. The diplomacy of France was 
skilfully conducted at Gaeta by the Due d’Harcourt; and . the 
weak pontiff' having been induced to request that France would 
take ‘an active interest in the position of his affairs,’ a plan was 
formed and adopted for accomplishing his restoration by the 
joint intervention of the four principal Catholic powers. Hie 
secret intiigues of the council at Gaeta are nol' likely to be re- 
vealed to the w orld — but enough, w e think, has transpired to shake 
even Lord Palmerston’s faith in the fair-dealing and sincerity of 
French diplomatists. We believe it was arranged tliat an Austrian 
army should occupy the northern legations, and menace the Patri- 
mony from the western coast of Tuscany; the Neapolitan army, 
with the Spaniel auxiliaries, was to march on Rome, while the 
united fleet of the two nations was 1l» remain in attendance on the 
Pope at Gaeta. As a guarantee that these terms were complied 

; ; if— — 

* No ywieaf l>elonghig to the chapter Peter’s could be fouDd to mount the 

balcony and protiouncc the benediction on Easier Sunday ; neither would they lanctioii 
by their presence the blasphemous buflbonery afterwanis substituted for the sublime 
and touching ceremoi'iy to whicli the Homan yjeoplc were accustomed. A tirawliiig 
Capuchin, one of the street orators, was d^bed in the sacred vestments, and apjwQred 
Itj the usual |)lace amidst the waving of coloured baniicrs, instead of the fstis of 
peacocks' leathers, or date] Jar, which accompanied the chair of the sovereign pout iff. 
Tbskefraetory yyriests were fined for their contumacy. 

• with, 
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with, Fiance was to occupy the seaport of Civita-Vecchia with a 
force which was to remain in observation only, unless invited to 
advance by the allies themselves. Each of the allied armies was 
to observe an equal forbearance as regarded the Papal capital. 
The provinces were to be occupied, and the city, left to its own 
resources, must speedily have been reduced to capitulate. The im- 
posing force arrayed against the Roman rebels was intended to 
deter any attempt at resistance, and the alliance of the four powers 
was to serve as a guarantee to each that none of them entertained 
any scheme of selfish aggriindisement. On the merits of, this treaty, 
or on its prudence, we purpose offering no remark — we content 
ourselves with stating what we believe to have been the fact. 
Our readers are all aware of the manner in which the French 
performed their part, and of the hostility w hich their appearance 
excited. Succeeding events are so strange and contradictory as 
to involve us in inextricable confusion. There is, how'ever, a clue 
to every labM'inth, and we do no^ believe the French agents to 
have been so, totally witliout a plan as Lord Lansdowne supposes. 

Weak as Pius IX. had showni himself, even the statements of 
our English ministers support us in asserting that the march of 
the French upon Rome was* neither sanctioned by the allies nor 
authorised by the Pope. He certainly — however anxious that 
France should lend him some of her countenance— could not de- 
sire to be replaced on a Jacobin throne by the bayonets of a single 
foreign republic, condemned to tolerate the presence, perhaps 
to rule by the assistance, of the demagogues who had dethroned 
him, and who connived at, if they did not devise, the assassina- 
tion of his ablest minister. The French general (or his secret 
instigators) bad other objects, and we know not whether to be 
most astonished at tiie audacity of his measures, or at the apathy 
with which they were regarded in England. Our astonishment is 
not diminished by the explanations afforded : — never, we believe, 
was an aggression so audacious defended by such frivolous argu- 
ments. When questioned as to the purpose of the expedition, 
M. Odillon Barrilt replied, in the name of the cabinet over 
which he presided, and of the President whose minister he is, 
that his object was ‘ to proteet the dignity and to preserve the 
legitimate influence of France in Italy.* We know not whether 
this measure ^as concerted with the English government (L(»rd 
Lansdowne has asserted that he saw nothing in it to iDondemn), 
or whether it was perpetrated in defiance! of some feeble and 
half-muttered protest. The Secretary for Foreign Affairs has 
repeatedly been asked in the House of Commons if he coun- 
selled or approved this act of ilggression. The question which 
we would propose; could we nope for an answer, is rather r Did 

you 
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you protest against it with all the energy that the united opinion 
of your cabinet could give it? Did you warn your allies of the 
inevitable consequence of their imprudence? Did you tell them 
plainly that such a course was in open violation of the pledges 
they had given to Europe as well as of that policy which you had 
undertaken to defend ? Rut alas! the French cabinet is as in- 
dlflFerent as we ourselves whether our diplomatic errors proceed 
from the spontaneous obsequiousness of our ministers, or from 
the state of insulation in which their policy has placed us amidst 
the nations of Europe. 

M. Odd Ion Barrot, we have seen, disdains to speak of the 
interests of religion, of piety towards the outraged father of 
Catholic Christendom, or of compassion for the slate of the de- 
graded Romans; such language he deems unfitted to his audience 
— he only appeals to their ambition and their national vanity. 
While such is the explanation afforded by ministers at Paris 
(their real reason, the dread of a socialist republic, being sedu- 
lously concealed), their representative at Gaeta boasts the zeal 
of his employers for the service of the Pope, and their anxiety 
to see him restored to his throne by the united arms of his spi- 
ritual subjects. General Oudinot, in his manifesto from Civita- 
Vecchia, gives still a somewhat different version ; he proclaims that 
he takes possession of the papal states for the purpose of prevent- 
ing an invasion of tbem by foreign armies, and at the same time 
to assist the Romans to shake off their actual government — a 
government which we had hitherto been told was the free choice 
of the people, declared by universal suffrage.* In all his recep- 
tions of deputations, authorities, and envoys, he consianily pro- 
tested his attachment to the republican form of government, and 
his particular affection for the Roman people. His soldiers be- 
lieved, or professed to believe, that they landed in Italy in the 
expectation that they were to oppose the Austrians and not to 
co-operate with them :,il is quite certain that they embarked at 
Marseilles with shouts of ‘Vivent les repul^liques Toscane et 
R»>maine.’ To those who have studied the principles of repub- 
lican morality, this matter will not ajipear so inexplicable. Nor 
indeed is the feat of diplomacy without a pretty close precedent. 


♦ General Oudinot’* despatches afford an jnstaiice of the flagraiit’#ant of candour in 
Freoeb officials, even when cummunicating with their ennployers, and in these days too of 
free discussion. In his Hrst confused, contradictory, and unintelligible accoutii of his 
repulse before the crumbling walls ol Romey be says he retired with his whole force— 
‘ not a prtMoner, not a havenac remained with the enemy as atrophy of success.’ In his 
letter of a few day/ later date, he says : f Between two and three hundted men com- 
manded by CoroinaDdaiit Picart, with a few omceri, misled by words of conciliation 
and inspired by the ardour of thetr courage^ a^anced too far within the Porta S Pan- 
craszio, and wete made jirisoners by the inhabilants.’ 

When 
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When General Berthier,,, in 1 798, conducted an army to Rome^ 
the Directory furnished him with minute instructions — viz. : — 

‘ You-must march secretly and rapidly to Rome with 16,000 men. 
You will assure the envoy whom the King- of Naples will probably 
send to •your head-quarters, that the French government is actuated by 
no ambitious designs its usual generosity forbids the supposition 
that it can intend any injury to the Roman government now. While 
repeating these assurances you will advance as rapidly as possible to 
Rome ; the great object is to keep your design secret till you are so 
near the city that the King of Naples cannot prevent it. When within 
two days’ march of Rome, menace the Pope, and all the members of 
the government, in order to terrify them, and make them take to flight. 
Arrived at Rome, employ your whole influence to establish a Roman 
republic.’* 

Such was the diplomacy of a republican directory at the close 
of the last century; but the task of the General commanding the 
present expedition was still more delicate. The Roman adminis- 
tration was already strictly revolutionary ; its members had been 
elected by the populace ; they had, moreover, resided long in France 
(Lord Beaumont’s ^enlightened exiles’), where kindred virtues 
had endeared them to the true republicans of that country — they 
were in constant correspondence with clubs, circles, and secret 
societies of all the Capitals of Europe — they could not be dismissed 
like the Pope of 1798 and his aged presbytery. The recent revo- 
lutions of Paris and Rome, it must likewise be remembered, had 
taken place under circumstances of marked resemblance. The 
sovereigns of both, once the objects of popular affection, assailed 
in their palaces, betrayed or deserted by their subjects and their 
troops, escape from their capitals in sordid disguises. A provisional 
government succeeds — dictators and presidents are named by the 
same farce of universal suffrage, and govern, we must presume, ^ 
to the satisfaction of their countrymen. Why is the republic of 
Paris the godlike result of superhuman wisdom ? — and why must 
the same institution be put down at Rome by republican bayonets? 
In what do Louis Buonaparte and Mazzini so csseniially differ? 
they hold their power by the same tenure, and the destruction of 
one by the hand of the other is an act of fratricide. These reflec- 
tions might have paralyzed the exertions of less daring,, diploma- 
tists. At present we are ignorant of the private instructions of 
the General ;*but we believe he was no sooner landed At Civita- 
Vecchia than he opened those secret negotiations with the Tri- 
umvirs which French agents bad already prepared them to 
receive. It would appear that these demagogues, foreseeing the 

speedy termination of their career, were not unwilling to seenr^ 

— — —1 - - - -1^. - — , ■ ' ■ ■■■— — 

• Sat Aliaon*! Hitfory of Biiropp, vol. iii. p. 539, {EdU, 1835.) 

their 
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iheir plunder an3 withdraw themselvei^ — at least for the moment 
— from their dangerous pre-eminence: while General Oudinot, 
with or without the connivance of his employers, was anxious to 
secure by* a bold stroke the prize for which all were contending 
— to be the arbiter of the destinies of the Pope, and thus most 
effectually to restore 'the legitimate influence of the French in 
Italy.’ 

The Triumvirs had reasons to doubt the fidelity of the national 
guard. When the news of the French invasion was first spread 
over Home, the majority of the civic troops, though professing a 
loyal purpose of defending their hearths from violation and the 
city from pillage, distinctly disavowed the intention of opposing 
an armed resistance to the foreign force. Whether they were im- 
pelled by their disgust of Mazzini and the Condottieri or by the 
traditional terror of French arms may be doubtful ; it is certain, 
however, that the colonels waited on the Triumvirate and explained 
the sentiments of their corps. This alarming intelligence increased 
the anxiety of the demagogues to treat; and they, in their selfish 
terrors and selfish schemes of aggrandisement, not only neglected 
the interests of their confederafes. but miscalculated the strength of 
the auxiliary army and the spirit that animated it. 1 1 was arranged 
then betw'cen them and the General that the French army should 
march on Koine with doubtful and ambiguous professions (this part 
of the compact was fulfilled at least) ; that mceiings, negotiations, 
protests should be multiplied ; that the people should be addressed 
in a lofty tone of patriotic determination ; that a show of opposition 
should be made — a show just sufficient to justify those measures 
which the French commander might choose to adopt on the capi- 
tulation of the town. Without such an understanding it would be 
hardly possible to suppose that any General would, with so little pre- 
caution, approach a great city, containing an armed population pro- 
fessing hostility, besides a regular force — troops, if not disciplined, 
acebstomed at least ioT ivarfare, anxious to prolong the enjoyment 
of their free quarters, and animateil by the most enthusiastic love 
of pfunder. Mazzini himself, it is believed, intended no treachery 
towards the French, and was willing to make the surrender he had 
prohiised — but he was no longer the master of the destinies of 
Koitic». Neither the war-minister, Avezzana, famous for having 
corbmabded during the revolt of Genoa, nor Garibaldi, the com- 
mander-] n- chief, had been consulted; but more — even if their 
connivance had beeif secured, it is not likely that they could have 
answered for the disposition of their followers. It was, in short, the 
legion commanded by Garibaldi that succeeded in repulsing the 
French in their first onslaught ; on occasioh the greater part 
of the Romans remained inactive-^bein^, in fact, hostile to both 

parties. 



237 


I^)rd Beaumont on Foreign Policy. 

parties. Garibaldi is a subject of the King of Sardinia — a native^ 
we believe, of his transalpine dominions. His first appearance in 
public life was as a sort of Guy Faux : — he had planned a scheme 
for blowing up the opera-house at Genoa while the king and his 
court were attending the performance. Escaping from justice, 
the culprit took refuge in South America, where, finding con- 
genial spirits arid ready employment, he served in various military 
expeditions. On hearing of the new disturbances of his native 
country, he returned to Italy, and received both pardon and 
employment from his ‘benign and placable sovereign. He soon 
became distinguished for his zeal rather than his exact observance 
of the rules of legitimate warfare ; and on the first armistice 
being signed between Austria and Piedmont, after attempting a 
war of brigandage on the banks of Como, he retired to T uscany, 
and from thence to Kome, where his high reputation recom- 
mended him almost immediately to the command of the Roman 
army, composed of few native Italians, and still fewer Romans, 
but chiefly of Poles, Swiss, and Frenchmen, the sweepings of 
barricaded capitals and of the army of Algeria, men ready for any 
enterprise, driven to their last retreat and rendered desperate by 
despair of pardon. VVe know not what terms were stipulated 
for these truculent partisans, or whether (w^ich is more probable) 
Mazzini had abandoned his garrison to the mercy of the invader. 

To understand the situation of Rome and the conduct of its 
inhabitants, it is necessary to call to mind the peculiar relation 
which the governing powers and the people bear to each other, 
and the opposing interests that must have influenced their mo- 
tives. The entire command of the unruly and licentious military 
was divided between Avezzana and Garibaldi, while the whole 
influence of the*civil government, though nominally shared with 
two colleagues, was centred in Mazzini^ I'his man, a native of 
Genoa, and a lawyer, engaged in early life in somp of those 
plots and conspiracies in which restless^ Italians are (or ever 
dabbling, and which consigned him with so many others of 
his countrymen to exile or imprisonment. Having eluded 4he 
police, he established bis head-quarters in London, and from 
thence organised that party known by the name of the * ^oyane 
Italia.’ With the assistance of two branch associations, the 
one at Marseilles and the other at Leghorn, he directed 
the revolutionary movement, and corresponded with its various 
partisans throughout Europe. Having been defeated in an in- 
tended outbreak it| the year 1837 by the vigilance of the Austrian 
police, the hopes of the party began to revive lowards the close 
of the reign of Gregory, aqd they were crowned with the most 
unexpected success in finding a coadjutof ^and fellow-labourer iii 
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his successor. The ill-j udged amnesty published by the now Pope 
brought the central committee to Rome itself, and the events that 
have since followed were the necessary and inevitable consequence. 
Unfettered by any religious principles or human scruples, uniting 
perseverance with the spirit of intrigue, boundless vanity, and 
insatiable ambition, with a restless activity and a considerable 
share of tact in the choice of his tools, Mazzini was eminently 
qualified to succeed in his undertaking. Lord Beaumont calls 
him a * fanatical republican:* not so — he is a republican be- 
cause it was the only road that was open to his restless ambition, 
but he is fanatical in nothing but the belief of his own high 
qualities. Mazzini is a fanatic of the description of Robespierre 
and Danton, possessing the ambition of the first and the rapacity 
of the last: probably he himself may have contemplated the pos- 
sibility of sharing their fate. 

It is true he did not confiscate the whole landed property of 
the state, or erect the guillotine in the Piazza del Popolo, but 
for six months a system of terrorism had prevailed — forced con- 
tributions — domiciliary visits. Public robberies and open assas- 
sinations were perpetrated with applause in the name of patriotism. 
Sacrilege was the favourite crime, and priests bad been murdered 
at the foot of the altars they were endeavouring to defend. It was 
currently believed that the vaults under the Vatican and St. Peter’s 
were tilled with gunpowder, which on the approach of an enemy 
would instantly be fired. Sterbini, one of the ministers, had me- 
naced this revenge, and was thought capable of performing his 
threat. The peasants who had flocked to the city, and the lower 
classes of townspeople, were maintained in idleness by the state, 
nominally as workmen, and though their stipend was paid in base 
coin and in paper money, yet, as a forced currency was given to 
these, it sufficed to procure them the coveted pittance of food and 
wine, and to secure thAr stanch adlierence to a system which 
afforded them subsistence and licence at th^ expense of the 
peaceable and industrious. Under such circumstances, when the 
timid and unwarlike character of the Italians is considered, the 
unanimity that appeared to prevail is no longer surprising. 

The invasion and occupation of the Papal states by the French 
were extents as unexpected by the Republicans as they were 
unwelcome to every class. Those who had always regarded 
that nation with favour, and had hitherto been protected by it, 
were in the possession of authority, and were apparently the 
very persons against whom the attack was directed. The 
priests dreaded a final and perpetual exclusion from power; 
the nobles could not welcome the advocates of democracy; the 
orderly citizens feared that the gbverninent formed by these 

intruders 
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intruders would be in fact the organisation of anarchy ; the 
populace, demoralised by the system of slate pauperism, saw with' 
regret the end of their licentious idleness ; while Garibaldi and 
his banditti regarded 4he approach of a regular army and a fixed 
government as the destruction of their ^ occupation.’ Though the 
French army was thus totally without allies in the city, it is more 
than probable that, had the General instantly advanced, a capitula- 
tion would have been offered in the first moment of surprise and 
consternation; ihe third day’s march from Civiia Vecchia would 
have brought him before the walls of Rome, and the suddenness 
of his appearance might have paralyzed resistance. Instead of 
pursuing this bold course, the only one that could have imme-* 
dialely availed him, he lost time in proclamations, decrees, and 
negotiations — he suffered the underhand falsehood of his plans to 
be discovered : he exhibited doubt and hesitation himself, and 
the growing conviction of his secret correspondence with the 
government completed the ruin of his undertaking — leaving him 
and his accomplices in the condition of clumsy gamblers who, 
intending to cheat, but not having agreed on the signs of their 
confederation, find themselves deprived of the stakes by the very 
means they have taken to secure them. 

The French General from the first exhibited a lamentable 
deficiency in skill and enterprise ; he was farther embarrassed by 
the reluctance of his troops and his dread of the heavy respon- 
sibility that rested upon him ; his army, moreover, was too small 
to overcolhe the resistance that the foreign legion could tippose, 
supported as it was by its own desperation and the now awakened 
enthusiasm of the populace, whose national vanity had been as 
much offended at tlie method of his attack as it was afterwards 
gratified by its repulse. The exhilaration which followed this 
event no doubt was real, and was farther excited by the distribu- 
tion of money, by inflammatory harangues and copious draughts 
of wine (to which the Homans are at all times addicted), which 
were served by order, of the trembling and internally jealous 
government at the corner of every street. 

We have been assured that this proposed invasion, at variance 
as it was with the professed principles of a vast majority of the 
French people, was nevertheless generally popular in France ; and 
we can readily believe it. Every act of aggressive violence has 
been popular there, from the invasion of Italy by Charles VIII., 
the devastation of the Palatinate by Louis XIV., the kidnapping 
of the King of Spain by Buonaparte, to the razzias in tbe*territory 
of Morocco. We dannot but think, however, that the constituent 
assembly gave the minister on whom they had bestowed their con- 
fidence, credit for some better motive for bis policy than that 

which 



240 


Lord Beaumont on Foreign Policy. 

which he assigi^^d. Far as we think *the assertion of their dig- 
nity’ would carry them, we can hardly believe they would have 
taxed their exhausted exchequer to furnish forth a costly expedi- 
tion for no better cause. It might be difficulty moreover, to dis- 
cover how the glory and dignity of France could be exjilted by 
an attack on the states of Rome in concert with the forces of 
three other powers. Nor, had the re -restoration of the Pope been 
the sole object, would so great a sacrifice of money and consist- 
ency have been necessary. The Pope had been dethroned for 
refusing to declare war on Austria. The Roman republic had 
invaded the Austrian states — the two countries were at open war — 
neither Spain, Naples, nor France had any quarrel with Rome — 
the task of advancing on it and accomplishing the restoration of 
the Pope belonged exclusively to Austria, and had an Austrian 
army presented itself before the gates of Rome, the result would 
probably have been very different. The jealousy and the ambition 
of France w'ere opposefd to this natural and simple course — the 
joint invasion was the scheme of French intrigue, and the method 
of accomplishing that will furnish a very curious chapter in the 
future history of the diplomatic art as practised by French re- 
publicans. . 

It was desired to establish a permanent footing in Italy — 
to counterbalance Austrian influence, as it was pretended, but in 
reality to substitute that of France. No human being believes that 
a republic in France can co-exist with peace — war somewhere was 
felt to be inevitable, and nowhere could the struggle be cAnmenced 
with fairer prospects of success and of ulterior advantage than in 
Italy. Whatever may be the success of the cunning scheme 
otherwise, its main purpose of mischief has succeeded. It has 
added fresh rancour to parly bitterness, it has raised the spirits of 
the crestfallen republicans, and delayed the peace which was all 
but concluded betw’een Piedmont and Austria It has hurried the 
period of general war, decided the intervention of Russia in the 
affairs of Hungary, and afforded a precedent for every act of 
future aggression and violence. Yet this measure is one which 
her Majesty’s ministers are able to regard with perfect indifference, 
seeing in it neither a matter to praise nor to condemn. 

It will be remembered that two years ago, when Lord Palmerston 
professed to believe that the Austrian cabinet entertained the pur- 
pose of interfering in the internal affairs of Home and Pied- 
mont, he addressed a despatch to the English Ambassador at 
Vienna (dated 1 1th September, 1847), to be communicated to the 
ImjiCrial minister, in which — a tone of menace 'and defiance beinfr 
veiy thinly vcifcfl under the language of diplomatic civility — he 
intimated that any aggression on the rights and independence of 

^ neighbouring 
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neighbouring^ states ^ would not be viewetl hy - Great Britain with 
indifference.’ He further added distinctly, ‘The integrity of the 
Roman states may be considered as an essential element in the 
political independence of the Italian peninsula ; and no invasion 
of the territory of that state could take place without leading to 
consequences of great gravity and importance.’ It has since been 
clearly proved that his lordship’s fears of Austrian interference 
were chimerical ; but if her Majesty’s ministers were so averse 
to any aggression on the part of Austria, which, in fact, could 
have made no change in the political aspect of Europe — nay, by 
dividing her forces, must be to Austria herself a source of weak- 
ness rttlier than of strength — how can we explain their in- 
difference to a French invasion, which establishes a great and 
encroaching power in a j)art of the world from which the policy 
of Europe had sedulously excluded it ? This ostentatious in- 
difference, too, is the more extraordinary, since our policy in the 
first instance with regal d to Austria was professedly guided by 
the fears of a Frencli inarch into Italy; to prevent so great an 
evil we imposed our mediation on Austria, and Lord Palmerston 
demanded the congratulations of Parliament on the lucky e;c- 
pedient. We knew that we had failed in our plan of mediation — 
failed in sujiporiing the King of Sardinia — failed in conciliating 
the love or confidence of any party in the country — but we did hope 
we had not failed, at least for the moment, in preventing the invasion 
of Italy by a Fiencli army. Vet so ungrateful are our allies for 
our supp(^rt, so indifferent to the wishes ol our ministers, so sure do 
they feel of their sulnnission, or so contemptuously do they brave 
tbeir displeasure, that not only do they adopt the dreaded measure, 
but assign for it a reason so insolently frivolous as might well have 
kindled a minister less punctilious than Lord Palmerston had 
sometimes been jileased to show himself. All this is true — but 
still, it seems, they have not over-calculated aur patience. 

There appeared grounds at one moment for believing that our 
ministers were thcinsehes ashamed and weary of a line of policy 
in which tlie country at large had long before seen nothing but 
meanness, degradation, and pitiable folly. In the course of a 
desultory debate which some questions of Lord Beaumont pro- 
duced in the House of Lords on the evening of the 14th of May, 
we hailed, as a certain jnoof of this wholesome reaction, the de- 
claration of Lord Minlo that the cabinet was determined to abide by 
existing treaties : to which, not a little to our surprise, the Earl an- 
nexed a distinct statement that during his memorable mission he had 
uniformly proclaiActl the resolution of the English government 
• not to encourage, tolerate, or approve of any chtM^e with reject 
to the territorial arrangements of the treaty of Vienna.’ Nothing, ^ 
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ho asserted, ever loll from him which could be construed by tlie most 
ea^er advocates of Italian unity or ‘ of any of that soVt of nonsense 
which prevailed in some quarters, into a sanction of any attempt 
to expel the Austrians from Italy.’ Little as this remarkable 
speech was in accordance with our former belief, or that of persons 
more deeply interested in correctly interpretinp; the words of the 
noble ambassador, we accepted it, we say, with pleasure, as the 
earnest, at all events, of future adherence to that policy by which 
alone the honour and interest of our country can be maintained. 
The same debate exhibited, however, a ministerial misrepre- 
sentation concerning Austria not easily to be recompiled with 
the amicable professions of the Lord Privy Seal. Lord§Lans- 
downe, when he stated, in re])ly to a question of Lord Beaumont, 
that the French Government had announced the intended in- 
vasion of Italy, denied that Austria had avowed any participation 
in the same purpose — althouirh, in fact, that purpose had been 
formally announced to Lord Palineibton by the commuiiicalion 
of a despatch from Vienna. We need not, we are sure, say 
that we acquit the Marquis of Larisdowne of any ])crsonal unfair- 
ness in statement. Tiie fact, lK)wever. that his statement on tliib 
occasion as to Austria was wholly incoiia'ct, he himself dislincily 
allovied on a subsecjueiit evening. How are we to expound lliese 
things? Is it true — is it really true — that her ]\laje.sty’s other 
ministers, even their dignified and responsible mouth-j)iccc in the 
House of Peers — the proper head, and by far the most respected 
member of the Whig parly — submit to let Lord Palmerston con- 
ceal from them whatever he pleases and for so long as it suil.s 
his convenience? Meantime, though Lord Lansdovvue sub^e- 
quenlly explained, the impression had been created — the candour 
of the Austrian Government had been impeached. And as to 
Prance — our cabinet, by its own admission, had been dec(Ji\ed by 
its honest allies, since, after all, it was only an e.xpedition to (,'ivita 
Vecchia that the\ had avowed, making no mention whatever of the 
intended occupation of Horne. 

For our own parts we confess we are tired of ^ diplomricy ’ with 
all its mediations, conferences, and " explanatory pajiers’ — we 
should wish to sec an intelligible policy loudly proclaimed and 
boldly pursued — such as should at once restore us the good 
opinions we have forfeited on the Continent, and remove from us 
a load of hatred whicli we should have thought almost incom- 
patible with so much contempt. The principal agent in this 
disastrous drama will probably not long brave the general disap- 
probation, nor can we envy the reflections he will take with him 
inio.involuntarji^etircment. The Foreign Secretary, attached in 
bis youth to that political party which raised our country to the 
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highest pitch of glory it has ever attained, in his inaturer age has 
lent his various and eminent talents to destroy the fabric he helped 
to raise. Placed in a conspicuous situation at a moment of un- 
paralleled difficulty, he might have been the arbitrator of Europe, 
the regenerator of its convulsed society. What a noble field was 
opened to his ambition ! the hopes of European civilisation seemed 
to depend on the firmness of England, and her ministers were 
its chosen guardians: how has she fulfilled Ikm* mission, and what 
account can tliey render of their stewardship ? The progress 
of strife, jealousy, hate, war, and anarchy in every direction 
aroui^ her, returns a sad reply. On the continent England is 
belieml the avowed patroness of revolt: when a rebellious pro- 
vince wishes to throw off the weight of its natural allegiance, it is 
constantly circulated that the assistance of England would be 
secured if a Piince of the house of C<)burg were elected to the 
vacant throne. When tlie tide of battle turns against the cause 
of rebellion, agents are immediately sent to demand the interven- 
tion of England ; and when a capitulation is at hand, the people 
are promised the speedy arrival ol an English agent and a French 
admiral ( an ominous conjunction ! ), wlio will enforce an 
armistice on the victor. Our efforts at mediation have served 
but to deepen aniinos-ity, our pioteciionto countenance treachery, 
llie apjiearance of an English agent is the ]>relude to disap- 
pointment and disaster. Vet so perverse has been oui* national 
diplomacy tinder the direction of the noble lord, that the caut>e of 
havock, in general ])rosperous, has been finally unsuccessful only 
where his active endeavours had been used to ])romote it. The 
Pope, th(i Grand-Duke of Tuscany, and the King of Sardinia, 
whose follies he encouraged and wIjosc ambition he abetted, have 
fallen; while Austria, whose distress he mocked and wliose cause 
he deserted, lias signally triuinjihcd.’*' We have lieard of an 
Oriental iinprccatloii, ‘ ]\Iay tlie blessings of the c\il Genii, which 

Venire is nii exception; mid wliy'f In Venice liic udu-llions rc<;isfance has been 
prolonj;eil solely by ll»e obstinate buMch of inlerimlional law in whicli the governments 
of Kngland and Fiance persist. Ample time was given to the natives of both countries 
to retire before the hloclcudc, wliich h.idso long been threatened, was at length eiifoiced. 
In spite of the remonsi ranees of tlie Austrian authorities, tiuee Fiench vessels of war, 
tlie Pluton, Solon, and Hrasier, leriain at anchor off the Piazietta, while the war- 
ateamer, the Panama, with a merchantman, lies off the Lido. Tlie Knglisli >esse], 
the Ardent, is anchored off tlie gaidcns. L'jion these vessels the propel ty of the 
members of the government and their fiiends is already seemed ; and on lioard of them 
their persons also will lind an asylum, sliould the city, which they have exposetl to the 
dangers of a storm, be taken without having capitulated. The gaiiisou, despeiatc, 
if not coumg<>ous, has nothing to expect from submission, and tlie members of govern- 
ment, having secureil impunity, tind their atlvaiituge in proloiigin g jheir piccaiiuus hold 
of office witli its emoluments; meantime the city is exposed to ifilwouble danger of ft 
CApture by ossftult, and of being previously plundered by its own deteiulers, wh<t openly 
declftre that in any case the enemy shall not have the cream of the pillage. 
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are curses, be upon you — surely the good offices of the noble 
lord have been equally fatal to his clients ! 

To counterbalance all his mistakes and all his misfortunes, the 
Foreign Secretary can only reiterate the boast of his French alli- 
ance. At the commencement of his career as foreign minister, he 
attempted and for a time effected a closer union than had for ages 
existed between the governments of France and England : but 
he is, we presume, the last man to look back with satisfaction 
on that chapter of our story. It was a line of policy that had ever 
been equally unpopular in the country and unfortunate in its 
results. Charles II., with an obsequiousness of which th^e was 
no previous example, and of which tdl within the last year there 
has been no imitation, was prevailed on to join a French alliance, 
and the ruin of the Dutch was its object. Holland found her 
De Ruyter, as Austria has found her Radetsky, and triumphed 
over her baffied enemies amidst the applause of nations. We 
need not dwell on the scorn which Cliarles II.%ncountered — 
yet we much doubt whether Enqiand had so much reason to 
dread the ambition of Louis XIV. as the cause of monarchy 
lias to fear from the successes of republican France. 

We have detailed the intrigues wliich led to the invasion of 
the papal states at some length, not to expose the duplicity of 
Frencli Revolutionists, but simply to point out the iinl}ecility 
of that p(dicy which seeks a close and confidential connexion 
with them. The affairs of Naples afford a still more striking 
illustrati()n. After the joint endeavours of the French and 
English fleets had failed in stirring up rebellion in the conti- 
nental kingdom, they sailed to Sicily, where discontent had always 
existed, and where the French revolution had excited an insurrec- 
tion such as no efforts could effect at Naples. An ample field 
was furnished for mediation, dictation, and interference, and all 
the resources of diplomacy were exhausted in every form of 
official insolence, from the gran<lil(K|uent and haughty assump- 
tion of the chief secretary in Downing-strcct, clown to the vulgar 
impertinence of a vice-consul’s deputy in a small Sicilian seaport. 
Two volumes of unequal bulk, but of tedious monotony, contain 
this official correspondence, bearing ample testimony to the for- 
bearance and courtesy of the Neapolitan authorities, and to the 
harshness with which they were answered. We are too well 
accustomed to the mingled meanness and insolence wdih which 
our diplomacy has recently been conducted, to feel astonishment 
at any exhibition of them, however flagrant. We sec, however, 
with surprise at|,well as regret, that the same ungenerous course has 
been adopted by some of our naval commanders employed during 
this disastrous contest. To excuse and account for this general 
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hostility towards the Neapolitan crown it was necessary that some 
cause of complaint should be alleired ; but never, we think, was 
so frivolous a list of grievances presented to an ill-used and per- 
secuted government. The Sicilian rebels who had invaded 
Calabria, and had been compelled by the hostility of the 
natives of that province to retreat, were captured by a Nea- 
politan vessel, which used the common rme de guerre of hoisting 
Fhiglish colours to clfect her purpose. 'J'his * profanation ^ — 
as it is termed in the official communications — of the British 
flag is made the subject of an an^ry, or rather, we should 
say, im insulting correspondence with the Neapolitan govern- 
ment. It is pretended also that the rights of British juris- 
diction were invaded by the capture of the vessel within three 
miles of the island of (^orfu. The commander of the Neapolitan 
war steam-vessel pleads in his defence the general custom in 
similar cases of hoisting foreign colours, and in Ins clear and in- 
genuous account of the transaction he asserts that the British 
ensign was lowered before h#'' fired on liis prize, and that the 
capture was maile at a considerable dislanee from shore. Lord 
Napier, declining to admit the truth of this explanation, or to seek 
one iVoin the governor of the Ionian Isles, desires to have access 
to tlic prisoners themselves for the purpose of ascertaining their 
opinion as to the legaliiy of their own capture ; he further de- 
mands for the rebels tiie jirivilege of being considered as prisonjers 
of war; and be ri’quiros that certain individuals among them, p7’0- 
fessing to be natives of Malta and the Ionian Islands, shall at once 
be gnen U})to the Ibitisli authorities.* It will hardlv be a matter 

^f 

'* C(Hii))aic :i (Ij'spsitcli iVoin yn'e-Aflmtral Sir H'll/tain Parkt^r to the Secretan/ of 
the Atlmirafty^i\Avi\, HiluMiiia, C.isfelhuiiar**, Ansr. 14, 1818. 

‘ * I lia\e uTfivetl aiiswos I'ioiti LohI Seaton, stating tliut the two vessels 

witii the Sicilian tioops on hoaid letinning tiom Calal iia ucic ca|itnircl on tlie llth 
ultimo, fiotii eight to ten miles tlistant fioni Conu, which comft/rtehf refutes the assertion 
of mat! tf of the Sici/ttin prisoners, that (hey weie seized within swiiiimiiig distance of 
tiiat island, and the iiiipiessioii that the teiritory j)u»t*i*tcd hy Her Majesty ’s forces had 
Iherehy heen violated. — Tlie Ionian subject who was taken in one of the vessels u'as 
votnntnritfj ywen up hy the Neapolitan government on the ll/A r/is/n/i/, and received on 
hoard (he iiulUdog; but as his evidence is now positively contradicted, I sli.nll send 
liiin to Coifii or Malta hy the lirst u])purtuiiity to he set at lilierty.’ 

Wu are son y not to proiluce a more favouralde specimen of (he sense of justice 
and the diploniatic courtesy of Loid Napier tiiaii we must now do by giving some 
extracts from liis despatch relating to this matter. After having recommended Piitice 
Cariati to treat his prisoiieis with great huniuiiity (a precaution that was perfectly 
useless, since a letter of Lord Napier’s own, and another of Captain Hobb's, hear (esti- 
inoiiy to the kindness with which the re iiels had always l)eeii treatetl), he adds, that, 
sliuiiid fheie he any ground for complaint, it would become a matter of |Miinful 
notoriety and comment: — ‘a sXnm^expressum of pnblic feeling would be raised in Great 
lirifain, and Her Majesty's government could scarcely fail to notiefit* 

111 a letter to F-otd Pulmerston, dated Aiig. 4, 1848. he gives an Account of Dionisio 
Cavallaru, the worthy snliject of Her Britannic Majesty in whose lielialf the British 
fleet had assumed an hostile * attitude ’ in the Bav of Naples He is a native of 
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of surprise to our readers that some of these demands pro- 
voked objections from his Sicilian Majesty’s ministers, irritated, 
moreover, by an act of * inadvertence' in an English naval officer 
in suling their sovereign ' King of Naples’ in an official commu- 
nication to the minister of war. I'he spirited but measured 
remonstrance of Prince Cariali is afterwards made the excuse lor 
the hostile ‘attitude,’ as Lord Napier terms it, of the British fleet 
before the town of Najiles. On tlie 30th of July, 1S48. Admiral 
Parker arrives with the British squadron in the Bay of Naples 
to demand satisfaction and redress of grievances from the govern- 
ment at their own proper peril. In the letter of this cominander 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, he details his causes o^om- 
plaint, and explains his intentions. One of the principal griev- 
ances had already been redressed — the forced loan to which 
British residents were expected to contribute had been aban- 
doned. An apology had been made for the use of the British 
flag, and a promise given that a similar stratagem should not be 
re})cated. On this subject, liowevA, the Lords of the Admiralty 
have given an opinion decidedly favourable to the Neajiolitan 
government. In a letter from their secretary, dated Aug. 7, 
18 18, it is stated ‘that the practice of using the flags of other 
nations being constant!} adopted by cur own cruizers in time of 
war, my lords do not think there can be any well-grounded cause 
of complaint in the present instance.’ Under such circumstaiutes 
we cannot but think that the hostile demonstration should liave 
been spared ; but the homely proverb says true — a stick is easily 
found to beat a dog — and other complaints were advanced e\en 
yet more frivolous and unsubstantial. A inuskct-shot, it sih ius, 
had reached the brig ‘ Edward Barnett,’ in the Bay of Messina, 
and the offender was declared to be amongst the garrison of 
Fort Salvadore.* In vain had the general commanding denied 

Zaiife, arid not ut Malta as was first believed ; is the son of a small farmer in that 
iahiiid, and took service in tlie army of the King of Greece. Hnnitp deatrieri those 
colonis he fled to Malta, and finding no occiipatiori he ])asHed to Messina in the month 
of Miirch last, where he was employed in drilling tlie Sicilian troojis. He declares, 
in ciiiifnrmity with all the Sicilians whom 1 have been able to read), that the trnhaeolo 
at least was token v'Uhtn awimmtng titafanre of the shore ; hut hi* can only state on 
heaisay that the larger ship rvus in the Ionian waters at the time of its suiieiider, and 
that the tirst sliot was fired by the .Stromboli under liritisli colours. Coiisidci ing 
the at least doubtful manner of the capture of tiic traiiacolu, the prcvioii-' bbeuuiuri of 
a French auhjert aiiested at tlie same time, and the vtotation of the Neopo/tfan pena 
taws ill his imjinsoiirnent fur twenty-three days without examination or trial, i am 
inclined to avail myself of the oiler of the ISVapoliian government \o liberate hu/if 
and 1 shall state my readiness to accept him, if J find Sir \V. Puiker of tiie same 
opinion, aithongh on his own confeasion he has been gudtg a serious offence," 

It must be lertifftibered that the town was at this time full of armed peasants and 
foreign bands, and that the idle and mischievous part of the population were exercising 
their newly acqiiited privilege of carrying arms with all the zeal and less than the 
diseretieti of a froward schoolboy on the Ist of September. 
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that the shot had proreeded from the fort, or had been sanctioned 
l)y him or any in authority under him ; his assurances are disre- 
garded, and satisfaction is formally demanded. 

‘These circumstances, my lord,’ procee<ls the admiral, in detailing 
his grievances unto the uilling cars of Lord ?sapier, ‘indicate a dis- 
position on tlie part of the Neapolitan govt rnment to treat slightly the 
respect due to the Briti.sli Hag and lire British subjects in the Neapoli- 
tan dominions which cannot po'^sibly be submitted tf). It places me, 
iny lord, most unwillingly, in the unpleasant fjosiiion of appealing 
before Naples with her iMajesty's squadron, withont feeling myself at 
liberty to offer a salule to tlie Neapolitan flag uiilil the proceedings 
complaiiieil of are abandoned or satisfaeloi ily ex])lained.’ 

Tl le adiiiiral’s list of grievances was not yet exhausted; he 
observes, in a letter addressed to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
dated tuo (hns after that alreadv alluded to. that — 

‘ He understands from Lord Napier that the Neapolitan government’s 
communications to him have lately )>een made in an unpleasant, if 
not rude, tone ; and until we have satisfactory explanations on the 
points that are still open, he has declined oflering a national salute to 
the Neapolitati Hag.’ 

We think our readers will feel a curiosity to see the expres- 
sions of the Sicilian ministeis whidi gave su(‘h d(*ep olfence as to 
render ‘a hostile demonstration’ necessary. On one occasion 
they had cavilled at the word ‘ resjiectable ’ being applied to the 
Sicilian bandb wliicli invaded Calabria, ('ornposed for the most 
part of convicts and galley-slaves, though conducted by men 
from whose birth and situation l)elter conduct might have been 
expected. On another. Prince ('aiiati writes to Lord Napier 
under the dale of July 17, I8J8, that 

‘ He finds it Ids unpleasant duty to call the attention of the Charge 
d’Affaires to the fact that in Captain Codrington’s letter his majesty 
the Ki ng is named hy a title dillerent from lliat by ^^llich he is recog- 
nized by all the .sovereigns in Lurope, and .saiictionod by all existing 
treaties. The KingV government are willing to attribute this pro- 
ceeding to mistake ; but it will be their duty to adopt those measures 
which they may He«»m expedient in support of the rights and honour of 
the sovereign of the kingdom of the Two Sicilies should such a mistake 
be repeated.’ 

In another despatch, dated July 19, 1848. when objecting to 
the Sicilian prisoners being interrogated b> the Charge d’Affaires 
and an officer of llie British navy, hrfore they have been examined 
by their natural judges, — 

‘ Such a demand,* he observes, ‘ to a free and independent govern- 
ment, is, ill the opinion of the undersigned, unprecedented. The King’s 
government could not consent thereto without derogating from its own 
rights, and without a grievous offence against the inviolability and 
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impartiality of existing laws. And moreover, should tlie Cliarge 
d’Affaires and Captain Codrington, contrary to all rule, call in ques- 
tion the veracity of the statement of a respectable officer of the King’s 
navy as being an interested party in*the atiiiir, how could they re})osc 
implicit confidence in the words of the accused, who have natinally an 
evident interest in narrating facts in the sense most fa\ oui able to iheni- 
selves, and ditferent from the account of the commander of the Strom- 
holi^ and in stating that wliich is not true, so as to secure still more the 
protection of the British agents? On the ])rinciple of reciprocity, the 
iindei signed would also have the right to demaud fiom Lord >»Mpicr 
and Caf>tain Codrington tlie sources from whence tliey derive their 
information respecting the course pursued by the commander of the 
Stroniholi in capturing the Sicilians, as there is good reason to suppose 
that they proceed fiom persons who under di\ers pretexts, or to satisfy 
their piivate passions, are interested in exerting lliemselves in the 
Sicilian cause.’ 

To counterbalance these grievances, the Neapolitan Goveni- 
jnent has to complain that, besides tlie ()])en and notorious lj()^lilit\ 
of the British legation, and of the officers of the British squadron, 
the Sicilians uere encouraged, if not directed, by Bnlish subjer Is 
in their resistance to tlieir legitimate sovereign; that the oiler 
of the crown of Sicily had been made to the? Duke of (ienoa by 
means of a British inan-of-uar; and that the flag of the rebels 
had been f(»rnially recognized and saluted with ro\al honours;'’ 
that the army of the King, our Sovereign’s ally, had been 
arrested in its career of conquest by the joint intervention of 
France and England, tyid an armistice enforced under the most 
offensive pretext of the cruelty of the Neapolitan troops. All 
this is strictly and undeniably true, and every iota is jirovcd by 
the official documents, yet neither apology nor explanation is 
offered to the agirrieved government — nay, it is still further in- 
sulted by this publication of papers in which it is charged with 
tyranny and wanton cruelty. Whenever remember to ha\c seen 
a case so ill ^got uji’ as these alleged ‘ atronties’ of the Neapoli- 
tans in Sicily. In one respect, however, it gives us sincere plea- 
sure : we bad no idea that war — civil war — could be carried on 
with so small an amount of loss. How little is proved, even if 
the exaggerated accounts of consuls, vice-consuls, and their depu- 
ties, were all admitted without abatement ! But these gentlemen 
well knew the nature of the ' informatioiF that was expected from 
them, and they exhibited a most confiding good faith in adiniiting 
the truth of whatever statement was made by the favoured party. 

* Captain Key, in a degpatcli, dated July 11, 1818, iiirorrns the vice-admiral * tlmf, 
as the King of Sardinia had expressed his readiness to accept tlie crown for his son, he 
Ueemeil it hit duty to publish this recognition without flelay by saluting the Sicilian 
flag with 21 guns at 6 a.m., uhich was returned hy the castle. The French 90-gnn 
shi}) Inflexible sainted (he Sicilian flag this morning at 10 30 a.m.’ 

Would 
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Would they, we ask, have accepted the word of their informers in 
these important matters for the weight and value of a chest of 
green oranges? We are astonished, moreover, that our ministers 
should wish to exaggerate the extent of mischief which, be it 
niiuh or liule, is attributable only to themselves. Is it not clear 
to demonstration that the submission of Catania, Syracuse, and 
the wliole eastern coast, would have followed the capyire of 
Messina, but for the arnnsticc imposed on the victors by the 
French and h!ngllsh sfjuadrons? 

Besides tiie oMicifil commimicalions, which are sufficiently bulky, 
although elaborately coohed for the public digestion, these volumes 
arc swelled to an unnatural size by the letters, notes, memoran- 
dums, and journals of various amateurs^ travellers, and residents, 
who, iinding themselves somewhat at a loss lor occupation, tried 
their liands at dijdomacy — all, to their best ability, contributing 
to the (‘inbarrassment of the Neapolitan government and to the 
propagation of falsehood. Is it astonishing tliat the Neapolitan 
cabim*t should have misconceived ihcir motives, and attributed 
^^hat really jiroceeded from indi\idual folly or love of mischief to 
something like a national plot for gaining possession of Sicily? 
Lord Palmerston is obliged to address a circular despatch (dated 
Man h 1 ] 8 IS) to i epudiate any such intention, Hie Neapolitan 
government will now, we arc certain, do him justice : they cannot 
suppose he lias designs of actjuisilive ambit ion as to all the 
countries in tlie internal affiurs of which he has meddled, to fan 
the dames of dib(‘ord, and promote the cai^c of rebellion. These 
docuineius have ajijieared, however, at a propitious moment; and 
all who read them (particularly the statesmen and legislators for 
wliose iidormatlnn tliey are published) will learn to place a juslcr 
value upon re])ublican consistency and Italian patriotism. There 
a])pears throughout the whole of this correspondence a total want 
of that candour and good faith which w'c believe to be as essential 
to the management ol iolenialional affiurs as to those of a private 
nature. We regret to sec that with the French alliance w^c have 
adopted their dijilomacy also; we detect, wuth a like concern, the 
imitation of our neighbours in their method of coininuiiicating with 
feebler states. We would willingly see that lofty and indignant 
style in which the Neapolitan cabinet is rebuked, reserved for 
some more important occasion, and some more powerful nation 
by whom our friendship has been scorned and our interests dis- 
regarded. 

We have often heard the neglect and indolence of our diplo- 
matic agents condemned and deplored ; we do not share in 
such* regrets ; we would gladly see our public servants in the 
^Mediterranean resume those habits of careless apathy so much 
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less injurious to the ])ublic service than the pernicious activity 
infused by Lord Napier into his subordinates. Our gallant 
admirals and captains will, we trust, abandon diplomacy, and 
confine themselves in future to that profession where their exer- 
tions arc sure to be creditable to themselves and their country.* 
Lord Napier is clever — he possesses the pen of a ready writer : 
he is young, and will learn the error of his recent conduct by the 
si«rnal failure that has attended it, and bv the universal condem- 
nation of his countrymen. It is possible to serve a cause too well, 
an employer too eagerlv : and in sjiite of the official approbation that 
all his smart blunders have received, w e cannot but suspect that, had 
he been less of a jiartisan, he would have afTorded his employer 
much sounder inlonnation, and, though he might have pleas(*d 
less at the inoirient, secured a more permanent title to his grati- 
tude. He will make wise reflection, we have no doubt, and w'lll 
in future call to mind that sage advice of the late Prince Tallevi and 
to the young- diploinati>t, * ot surtout, monsieur, point de zele.’ 

It is obvious that Lord Palmerston from the first was deceived 
both as to the powers of lesistance (»n the part of the yicilian 
rebels and the powers of coercion on that of tin' King’s 

* \\ e (io lint not'd to he ronilnded tiiat \velia\o inul naval diplotnahsts of illiisti ions 
ability — such was Collins wood for one. Nor need we say how strongly we )uiiluke in 
the general admiration excileil eten/trhere by tlie hmnane skill ot‘ a disl inginshed 
naval ofHcor (hiring the late insuirection at Genoa. 'I he |)re.servation ol thous.iniis 
of lues, and even of the eilifines of that beautiful city, is owing altogether to the 
personal gallantry, discretion, and humanity of the Karl of Hardwirke, whose ship, 
the Vengeance 7 1, happened to be in the hay. The puldic will probiildy never he 
made fully acquainted with fifc merit of Lord Haidwicke's conduct on thii occasion, 
the risks he ran, and the difiiculties of every kind tliat he had to contend witli. 
We all know the fortunate lesult, hut he Inmself would he the last to relate the 
individual traits of courage and ahility hy whicii it w^a.s biought about. We have 
seen more than one lettei fioin (leiioa, from whicii we galiier that Ins Lordshii), 
seeing tfiat the d(?8trncliori of the city w’a«» iiierilahle if some capitulation could 
not be ellected, volunteered a visit to the Provisional Government, in wliich, with (us 
we lielieve) no other iinf ructions than his own good sense and humanity, and no more 
credentials than his Biitislj epaulettes, he oflered his peisonal mediatinn lietween llie 
parties; and, after several /rq;Ws made under a hot tire from hotli sides, and with a 
great deal of }iei8(-inal risk, and on at least one oce^asion a personal coiitlict, lio suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the consent of both paities to a convention diawti up by himself. 
His greatest difliculty was with the Provisional Government, amongst whom there 
were some very ho(-hea4ed men who were desirous of holding out, principally, it is 
sup{30seil, with the hofie of otitaining either an amnesty fur themselves ]jersonally or 
time to esrape; and it is reported that some very violent scenes occurred through 
whicii Lord H.irdwicke managed to steer with great moderation and good humour. 
But it is said that on one occasion, when the storm of debate was at the highest, his 
quieting influence was very much strengthened by the arrival of a sudden and very 
uiiexyiected auxiliary, in the shape of a bomb-shell, which thundered in through the 
wall of the council-cljamher and exploded in the opposite wall of the ante-ioom. It 
was wondeiful, says one of tlie letters, bow suddenly the arrival of tliis messenger 
stilled the stormy voices and subdued the violent gesticulations of the war party, and 
particularly when, in the silent consternation (hat followed the crash, Lord Har^wicke 
coolly said, * Poo, poo ! ^is only a shell ; but we had better make baste, for there will 
be mote coming.* 

Government. 
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Government. His agents, in conv^eying only the information they 
thought he desired to receive, are really the cause of his failure, 
and of the ridiculous and humiliating position in which he has 
placed himself and his too submissive colleagues. In every page 
of these ample volumes there is proof of the utter ignorance of 
the English officials as to the state of the country and the feel- 
ings of the people amongst whom they were living. It is as- 
sumed that the person of the King — (whose imputed crimes 
increased regularly as the newspapers brought tidings of fresh' 
revolutions) — was universally odious in Sicily — that he did hot 
possess the means of recovering his revolted provinces — that to 
secure even a nominal sovereignty it was necessary to make such 
concessions as must inevitably have hastened civil war, and 
alienated all the loyal and spirited servants of the Crown. This 
pernicious counsel is intruded on the King and his Ministers 
by his foreign advisers, with varied expressions — but all equally 
contemptuous tow'ards himself, his army, and his country. 
These offknous insinuations deepen in insolence as misfortunes 
cloud over the throne, and degenerate into absolute threats 
when the King is menaced in his capital. The presence of 
the French fleet added to the embarrassments of the sovereign ; 
and the reproaches, sinister prophecies, and unwarrantable exi- 
gencies of his turbulent allies might well have goaded a more 
patient nature to despair. Never was so signal a triumph 
afforded. After a scries of persecutions and ill-treatment such 
as finds no parallel in the history of English diplomacy — in 
spite of the united efforts of the French and English fleets, the 
moral and actual support they both afforded the rebellion, the 
approbation w'hich the insurgents received from the hVenrh Go- 
veinmcnt, the assistance of the Red Republicans from all the dis- 
turbed districts of the Continent, tlie encouragement of the English 
Cabinet and of all the clubs and secret societies of revolutionized 
Europe — this traduced and injured Prince* has reconquered 
his dominions, reduced his rebellious provinces, and re-entered 

♦ We'Eie Imppy to liave a contradiction under Loni Napier’s own hand (no very 
favourable witness) of the funticipatioii of the King and liis ipnisters in tJie massacre 
of his people on the 10th of May, 18i8. In a despatcli addressed to Lord Palmerston, 
dated Naples, July 19, 1848, he says, * The Sicilians shared the error which was 
general tinougliout Italy, that in the convulsion at Naples the King was the tirst 
aggressor atul the slaughterer of his people; and that all the provinces would rise and 
destroy his government. In vain they were warned to the contrary.' 

However skiltblly documents are selected, suppressed, and ai ranged, enough will 
appear to throw light on the truth, and to expose the iVeak, the mean, and the guilty. 
We never perused a piece of our national history with the shame and confusion Ihese 
documents haVe inspired. They are very instructive however: detection immediately 
follows ^eoeptiou ; and we trust the punishment of tyranny and duplicity is not far off. 
We ue^ask, in fact, fur no other evidence agabit the Italian )wlicy of our foreign 
minister than his own despatches and those of his agents. 

his 



252 


Lord Beaumont on Foreign Policy, 

his Sicilian capital amidst the undisguised joy of its popula- 
tion. In turning over the pages of the ‘ Blue-Book/ we cannot 
but think Lord Palmerston must ask himself the question 
— * Where is this immortal resistance so often promised — those 
mountains of slain that were to bar the entrance of Palermo on 
the Neapolitan army — the citizens seeking a voluntary death, and 
surrendering nothing but heaps of ashes to their baffled con- 
querors?’ Such was the fustian repealed in Sicily at pojmlar 
meetings, on platforms, and in rebel proclamations — such were 
the communications conveyed in the formal jargon of ofTicial de- 
spatches — and such was the information of the noble Secretary 
retailed with all the rhetorical embellishment he could command 
to the House of Commons. The sober truth is behind. 

The contest so long kept alive by foreign intervention was 
drawing to a close. The folly of the Sicilian rebels rejected the 
terms which their sovereign offered, and which their mediators 
and protectors could not affect to disapprove. 7'lic wiles of diplo- 
macy were fairly exhausted — all negotiation was closed — and the 
British fleet, so long dragged in the uake of our French ally, was 
reluctantly obliged to depart. The success of the royal army was 
certain, and the relief of the oppressed population was at hand. 

Tlie resistance offered by the foreign hands at Catania and 
Syracuse was rapidly overcome — the good conduct and discipline 
of the royal forces, the repentance of the people, and the dread of 
their self-elected deliverers^ secured a welcome, sincere and un- 
disguised, to the Ne^olilan army. At Palermo the populace 
felt the growing influ(?ncc — enthusiasm had lost its vtigiie, and 
reason demanded a hearing. The govei ning giuntn, loo deepiv 
compromised to jmopose a treaty or to hope for pardon, dis- 
solved itself; and the individuals who had composed it secured 
their safety by a timely flight to the vessels of their departing 
allies; who had so fatally deceived them ; while the people loutlly 
demanded that a capitulation should save ihcir city from the con- 
sequences of their contumacy. At Palermo as tit Alessina, Home, 
Genoa, and Venice — in short, wherever resistance has been ofl'ered 
— the strength of^jiie revolution lay in the foreign legions, the Poles, 
French, Suiss, &c. It was these men that now opposed the gene- 
ral wish, insisted on, continued resistance, and nWmticed the govern- 
ment which had begun to treat. The French fleet was still in 
the Bay of Palermo — e.\cuses had been found for lingering 
after the departure of their British allies — and, the coast once 
‘cleifr, the moment seemed favourable for the renewal of negotia- 
tion; The mediation then which had been jointly offered, and 
jointly withdrawn, is singly renewed — and the evil we were 
most anxious to avoid is incurred. The French, unfettered by the 

presence 
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presence of allies, are enabled to afford that substantial support 
which the ‘ perfide Albion ’ had hitherto prevented. The plot, 
indeed, did not succeed ; but its failure is to be attributed neither 
to our own exertions nor the repentance of our allies, but simply 
to the good faith, irood sense, and sincerity of the much-abused 
King of the Sicilies. The tumult that the mercenary soldiers 
had raised meantime could not be appeased — the Government 
was again changed — the deputies who had sought the camp of 
Prince Satriano were recalled, and a defiance instead of a capitu- 
lation was offered him. The new government appeared to acquiesce 
in these measures, and invited the martial commanders to assemble 
their troops for a sortie on the advancing Neapolitans. It was 
impossible to refuse. No sooner, however, had the expedition 
departed than the National Guard was beat to arms, the gates 
were closed, the streets were filled with the applauding populace, 
while the white flag was raised, and a fresli deputation despatched 
to the royal commander with the offer of an unconditional sur- 
render. '^i^he rebel force gave way on every side, or fell a prey 
to the Neapolitan soldiers, till Prince Satriano stopped the car- 
nage and granted quarter to all who threw down their arms. 
His entry into Palermo was greeted by thousands; and the re- 
establishment of legitimate authority was celebrated with more 
sincere approbation than that proclamation of the Duke of Genoa 
as King, which melted the tenderness {ind excited the admiration 
of the orticial partisans of Downing-sircet. The rebellion we 
had fostered was cjiudled — the prince we had oppressed was 
triumphant — the allies we had trusted had feetrayed us. 

From such a humiliating position let us hope, if we.f^an, to be 
extricated by the revived patriotism of our Foreign Secretary. If 
this be too much, let us at least cherish hopes that the minister 
who so deeply resented being outwitted in a Spanish intrigue by 
the minions and cubiculars of the queen-mother’s bedcliambcr 
(the most creditable event, we think, m his recent career), will 
not endure the still more galling contempt with which his alli- 
ance is treated — and that a sense of disappointment and morti- 
fication, if wo must look for no belter motiv^, will induce a 
return to that policy by which our country prospered amidst the 
respect and confidence of all honest governments and loyal 
nations. 

The cordial sympathy that was felt and expressed by the Bri- 
tish public when it was first understood that the Italians were 
anxious for constitutional and administrative reforms, arose from, 
the strong' wish to share with others the blessings of our own 
freedom, and from a very natural ignorance of the grievances 
complainecl of, and of the motives and intentions of the reformers 

— an 
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— an ignorance that was shared by a large portion of the legisla- 
tors of both houses of parliament, and by all her Majesty’s minis- 
ters. It is, however,, singular that these last, having been led 
to embrace a common error, should not change their opinion, and 
with it their policy, when the Italian reformers themselves have 
cast aside the mask, and avow openly the most daring doctrines 
of socialism. In Piedmont, Tuscany, and Rome, the constitutions 
granted were based on the broadest principles of democratic free- 
dom ; yet in the first of these the new chamber was bent on sub- 
verting the monarchy, and, after having provoked a hopeless war, 
was prevented from accomplishing its jmrjiosc only by a hasty 
dissolution ; and in each of the others, without the excuse of foreign 
opposition or domestic treason, the constitutions have been 
trampled under foot, while the sovereign, against whom no accu- 
sation had been brought, was driven by violence from his capital, 
and in both instances dictators forthwith established a system 
founded on terrorism, and supported by pillage. 

Those who were well anjuainted with the country could not 
be misled by the flattering pictures presented by the advocates of 
innovation, and our desire to disj)el an amiable but very danger- 
ous prejudiC'e influced us to risk the temporary iiripo])ularity that 
is ever the fate of those who projliound unwelcome truths. The 
real evil which the Italians might have to complain of in absolute 
and irresponsible governments was the pretence rather than the- 
motive for discontent. The progress of socialist and communist 
doctrines in the penipsula was the true cause, and the dema- 
gogues wiio promulgated then! were the real actors; the mortified 
vanity of a dissolute nobility, and the pojiular delusion of 
nationality, were the springs that were set in action, and the con- 
fiding facility of the Pope and the Grand Duke of Tuscany 
were the weapons which the anarchists wielded with equal skill 
and success. 

If our ministers remained in ignorance of the truth, however, 
their ignorance perverse. In a despatch, dated os far back 
as August 2, I847j Prince Metternich had given them a clear 
explanation: — ^ 

‘L’ltiilic ceiitrale est livree a uii niouveinent rovolutionnaire, a la 
tete duquel so trouvent ydaces les chefs des sectesqui depuis des anriees 
ont mind les dtats dc la Peninsule. Sous la banniore de rdfoniies ad- 
inini.‘<tratives, u rintrodiiction desquelles le nouveau SoiiVerain de 
Rome s’est livre par suite d’uii indubitable sentiment de bienveillauce 
pour .son peujile, les factieux paralyscnt Taction legale (iik.pouvoir, et 
cberchent a consommer une oeuvre qui, pour repondre a leiirs vues 
subversives, iie pourrait point Tester circonscrite, ni dans les limites de 
Tdtat de TEglise ni dans celles d’aueun des Etats qui dans leur en- 
semble 
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semble coinposent la Peninsule Italienne. Ce a quoi visent les sectes, 
c’est u la fusion de ces en nn seal corps politique, ou pour le 

moins en une Federation d’Etats placee sous la coiiduite d’un poiivoir 
central supreme. La monarchie Italienne ii’entre pas dans leurs plane ; 
abstraction faite des utopies d’un Kadicalisnie avance qui les anime, 
une raison pratique doit les detouiner de Tidee d’une italie monar- 
chiqiie ; le roi possible de cettc monarcliie idexistc pas ni au dela, ni 
en de^a des Alpes. C’est vers la creation d^nie rcpublique vrai- 
semblablenient Federative, a Tinstar de celle de I’Anierique du Nord 
et de la Suisse, quo tendent leurs etlbrts.’* 

To tills prophetic warning, given before the French revolution 
had opened the eves of less acute politicians, Lord Palmerston 
replied in a lone of nmtemptuous banter, unfitting his own sta- 
tion and tliat of the Austrian slatcsman, and most unfitting the 
importance of the occasion. The in(?xtricable confusion of the 
present moment is a sufficient condemnation of his lordship’s 
policy, and the conipletest justification of the Austrian minister. 

At the moment when the Italian cause is abandoned by all but 
the English Government, and when some of its members even are 
compelled to retract or modify thtSr opinions, Lord Beaumont 
comes forward as the advocate for Italian democracy — the apologist 
of the demagogues, the suppor|er of their schemes. We shall 
hold ourselves dispensed from a minute examination of his boy- 
like rhapsodies. As a Roman Catholic, we might have supposed 
him aware that Pius IXf has it not in his power to sanction the 
separation of his spiritual and temporal functions ; that the union 
of both was settled at the Council of Trent, and that the Popes 
on their accession take an oath to ^feserve both inviolate. Nei- 
ther shall wc waste much time in proving the iinpraciitrability of 
his plan of replacing him ‘ in .all the pomp of his S])iritual 
sovereignty at the Vatican/ and there permitting him to hold con-, 
slstorics, proclaim edicts, and fulminate excommunications, ^ while 
the civil and military powers arc hxlged in the hands of some 
prince, president, or senator, who , governs independently of him 
in the Capitol * (j). 43). The scheme of double %verelgnty and 
divided allegiance was tried some lime ago, we believe, at Brent- 
ford ; but we do not think the harmony of the two sovereigns was 
such as to recommend a rcpetllion of tlie experiment. 

To those more capable of serious argument who maintain the 
possibility of sepaigiling the lemporal^^ind spiritual power of the 
Pope, we .would pomt out some of the more obvious inconveniences. 

• Ci^jriespDiidenco Ixjtweeii Iheniili'sh and Austrian Govmimenls, laid before Par- 
liametit by lier Majesty's command, February, ^ 

Lord Palmerston was not aware, when lie mad^^tlns tardy, uncandid, and garbled 
pubiicatimii that lie was only proving the political sagacity of the Austrian premier, 
Olid of his own ignorant presumption. 

It 
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It is not desirable that the guardianship of the person of the spiritual 
director of the wliole Roman Catholic world should be intrusted to 
any^ fay sovereign. Buonaparte saw the advantage that would accrue 
from it to himselJ^, and he entertained the project of establish- 
ing the seat of the oecumenical bishop in Paris, where he would 
’ nominate him (as he affirmed Charlemagne did) to his office, and 
himself guide him i^he administration of it. Without supposing 
in present times the possibility of an usurpation so flagrant, w^do 
hot see by what machinery the independence of the Pope can be 
secured, excepting by the union of some temporal power with the 
spiritual jurisdiction. A large pension subscribed liy the great 
Catholic states, which has been suggested, could not secure it, as he 
would hold the means of subsistence upon the caprice of princes 
or ministers, who might at any time delay or withhold it at pleasure. 
Bossuet, who had given the subject a consideration perhaps as 
acute as Lord Beaumont, thus stales his conclusion : — , 

‘It is ordained/ says he in his Treatise on the Doctrines of the 
Catholic Church, ‘ that the Church should independent in all its 
temporal affairs, and that the cojunioii centre to which all the faithful 
look for the ni^y of their religion should be placed in a situation 
above the partirmties which the diderent interests and jealousies of 
states might occasion. The CIuib^, independent in its head of nil 
temporal power-*, finds itself in a situation to excrc^ more freely for 
the common good and protection of ClirisUMidoin rts^lleavenly power 
of ruling the mind, and it holds the balariciPamidst a diversity of em- 
pires (fften in a state of hostility ; it maintains unity in all its parts, 
sometimes by inflexible decrees^ometiines by sage concessions.* 

Our readers will not suppose we are the advocates of Roman- 
ism, because we can rieilijcr suppress it nor abolish its scheme of 
spiritual government, and because we desire that the vast power 
which its supreme ponliffs have hiiherlo exercised, and will again 
exercise, on the destinies of mankind, may be wdelded for the 
preservation of peace and f<»r the protection of morality, anti not 
for the aissemii^iion of violence .and aiiarchyi^, uilerfy jlis- 
. believe in ^e'%ienalion of the att’cclions of 4lre subjcfiU- of the 
papal states — but if their affections are alienated, it is not from 
the priest, but from the prince; in other w’ords, because the doc** 
‘tiunes of the Socialists have prevailed. The real truth however 
is, that tjerror prevents the free declaration of public opbi^Vn, 
; The R«)man hierarchy is Jiingularly popular -in its forpi^lion; 
Its highest honours are open to the ambition of th^ lowest 
whojenter its ranks. The College of cardinals is not, as 
Palmerston sujiposes, s^^lected (see Corresp, on Aj^airs of 
Jtom^ p. 3) : they are n'^inated jby the Pope in C^tisistory ; 
nor is it true that the majority of the college is compoSiSd! of 
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men of wealth or high birth. At the same time there is in 
the system a good check against vulgar democratism. As inany^ 
of the principal families in the states place a son in the 
church, who with conduct may attain a place in the sacred college, 
they have a direct influence in the nomination of a pope: and 
thus the origin of his power may be said to depend on a broader * 
basis of public opinion throughout the territory than that of any 
other sovereign now reigning. 

We do Lord Beaumont the justice of supposing him ignorant 
of the real nature of the cause which he tliinks proper to advo- 
cate, of the effects it produces in the country, and of the state 
of misery now existing, and which he seems so desirous of perpe- 
tuating. In his speech on the 14th of M^, before alluded to, he 
professes to deplore the murder of CountrRossi, and at the same 
time he exculpates all those persons who rose to power by its per- 
petration, of any participation in the crime. We know not what 
private information he. possesses — but this we know, that the 
voice of all Italy doilSares the deed to have been decreed in 
the clubs of which these men ^ere the founders and chief 
orators ; and Sterbini, one of the ministers un^r the Triumvi- 
rate, certainly constituted hiipself its apologist in the news- 
paper which he edited, and to'^whose most rancorous articles he 
affixed his signature. But for this state of ignorance we should be 
astonished that any English gentleman should proclaim himself 
the advocate of a set of men who rose to power on murder, and 
who support themselves there by plunder and sacrilege ; we should 
be still more surprised at the foUJlearance with which he was 
listened to, if we did not attribute both to the same cause. The 
accounts, in fact, which reach the English public, are necessarily 
meagt’e. The foreign newspapers, always mendacious, durst 
not reveal the truth, even if they had no direct interest iri 
concealing it ; but when newspaper editors are ministers of 
state and dictators, what information can be expected from tbet 
press 7 The foreign correspondents of our owagexyspapers also 
write under a considerable degree of restraint, rhfer ignorance 
of the country and of its language too often makes them rely upo|i 
those who are interested in deceiving them.’*' Their persons sind 
occupation are known, and should unwelcome truths be publislied 
through their means, their position would certainly become un-‘ 
pleasant anJfposiibly dangerous. The prejudices and predilec- 
tion^ wttQli they take out with them long continue to blind them, 

* An exception must undoubtedly be made corresraudeut of the * Timee,* 

who wrote nom Naples and Sicily rating the late contest. His views from the first 
were^iplsar and just. He always had #arly and^^orrect information, and bis able 
letter^ Witributed Jjiirgely to disabuse the public of many a gross misconception. 

voL."LKXx,y*,No. CLXix. s while 
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while the political opinions of their employers often fetter them 
still further. In spite of what may be denied or concealed, we can 
assure our readers that the state of misery to which Rome had been 
sunk by the tyranny of the Triumvirs and the organised banditti 
who supported and in turn tyrannised over them, was such that a 
speedy reaction in favour of legitimate government was inevitable, 
when the invasion of the French alarmed the cautious, and en- 
listed all the strong passions of a loose and idle population in fa- 
vour of anarchy. Till now the Romans themselves had taken small 
part in the quarrel of which their city was the last refuge — their 
military service was bounded by a disorderly parade, or the more 
agreeable pastime of displaying their picturesque uniforms in the 
streets and coffee-houses. The upper classes were tired of the 
daily renewed exaction*, under tlie name of voluntary loans and 
patriotic contributions. Crime had increased to an enormous 
amount, and the populace was becoming daily more demoralised 
as the means of existence liecame scarcer, and the advance ol 
famine more rapid. 

In the fresh complication to which the French invasion has 
given rise, it is^nore difficufT thau ever to foresee the course of 
events: that the fate of Italy is ultimately to depend on the rabble 
of Paris,* as Lord Beaumont hit* a pleasure in asserting, we will 
not believe ; but the destinies of those who can neither obey nor 
resist will ever be in the hands of strangers. There never was a 
period where the future looked more gloomily on the peninsula : 

‘ Domestic fury and fierce civil strife 
Shall cuinber’ifll the parts of Italy.’ 


* It seems certain, however, that the conduct of the general commanding the force was 
wholly influenced by the news that reached him from l^aris, and in no way hy the in- 
structions he had originally recei\ed, or the obligations he had contracted with his allies. 
The armistice between the French and tiie Romans was signed without any reference to 
the King of Naples, who ha<l advanced towards Horne in accordance with the terms of 
the treaty. He was attacked by the Romans during the armistice ; and in the absent**' 
of all confidence in the honour and good faith of tlie French commainler, he could Teel 
no certainty that the arms of his ally would not be turned uga^st himself. To repair 
the original trrw of nis advance, a retreat was his only coimf). Tlie arrival of Loid 
Napier on tlie fl^d of action is believer! both at Runic and 'Tn Ihe Neapniilaii camp to 
have exa8|)erated the aniinosify of both parties, and to have furnished our young envoy 
hinQsclf with a fresh opportunity of exhibiting his hostility towards the Kingof theTwo 
Sicilies. It is believed, we hojie erroneously, that, wliile he urged the Triumvirs not to 
treat with the French, and recommended the retreat of the Neapolitans, he advised Hie 
Homans to attack the retiring army. The result of that attack at Palestrina was unsuc- 
cessfdl, although a victory was proo|||imed at Home and trumpeted through Europe by 
the Radical press ; and at Velletri, wHere the Romans were represented os completely vic- 
torious, the King continued his retreat v/ithout interruption, after a very sligiit skirmish 
in which tlie advantage, such as it was, reui^ined with his own tmoiis. While we 
profess to disbelieve the extent of,^ mischief produced by the uncalled-for visit of 
Lord Napier, we jhould be glad to hear what iwly was the nature of a mission which 
cot^d only exercise evil influence on the rate of affairs, and give rise to hopes 
wmeh nei&er be nor his employer^ could havitf the power of realising. 

The 



Lord Beaumont on Foreujn Policy. i?59 

The spread of communist doctrines and the spilh of insubordi- 
nation are new in that region, and must present a fatal barrier 
against any permanent or satisfactory settlement. We are not 
cheered in the contemplation of this prospect by the plan sug- 
gested by Lord Beaumont for the pacification of the peninsula and 
its final government. ' To avoid the dangers of a republic (p. 41 ) 
and the arrogance of a metropolitan mob, to promote brotherly 
affection and the unity of the provinces on a permanent basis, and 
yet to prevent the evds of centralisation, and at the same time to 
gratify the wishes of the people for self-government,’ he proposes 

‘ To create and restore at Florence, Pisa, Lucca, Sienna, Faenza, 
Ferrara, and Rome republican institutions, or rather, well-developed 
municipal governments ; they have all once been capitals, and still 
possess tiic reminiscences of self-government. Each city sliould have 
its separate chamber, with its president and its ministers and executive 
committee; they would manage their OAvn atiairs, and, exliausting their 
energies on municipal di.sputes, they would never desire to interfere 
with the central government, ^\hieh would be presided over by a stadt- 
holder, witli respoUssible ministers, and managed by a diet or vorort 
sitting alternately at Bologna, Florence, and Koine.’ 

For the office of stadtholder, he adds, " justice as well as interest 
points out the Duke of Tuscainy as the fittest person.^ 

We believe there is a vast portion of our countrymen who 
earnestly wish that our members of Parliament would content 
themselves with our own struggling population at home, and 
the distracted condition to which recent measures have reduced 
our colonies, and would abandoj? the internal government of 
the continental nations to themselves. We have heard the same 
wish expressed by foreigners, coupled with an expression of 
wonder that persons should choose to pronounce judgment and 
volunteer advice in matters with which they are so totally unac- 
quainted. The Italian legislative chambers have less comj)licated 
and less onerous business on tlieir hands than our own legislature; 
but what would be our opinion of the wisdom of a Florentine 
senator who, while lamenting the party strife in England, should 
propose a plan for the pacification of it, and the conciliation of 
the antagonist interests involved in the question of free-trade and 
protection, by suggesting that the country should adopt the 
territorial division of our Saxon ancestors during the Heptarchy, 
establishing ,(i supreme parliament^sjl^ wittenagemot to manage 
the confederation — the sittings thereof to be held alternately at 
Colchester, London, and Ipswich, and the Duke of Cambridge 
to be^ installed as its hereditary speaker or burgomaster ! 
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Art. yill. — 1. De la Dembcratie en France, Par M. Guiz»)t. 
Pario and London. 1849. 

2. The People's Charter, London. 1 849. 

3. Repubhque et Monarchte, Questions Brulantes. Par Afexan- 
dre Weill. Paris. 1849. 

political agitation of Continental Europe is not inoro 
alarming from its unexampled and unmanageable extent and 
complexity than from the unfathomable depths of the principle 
of uncontrolled democracy by which it has been raised and con- 
tinues to be propagated. Awful as the eruption of the revo- 
lutionary volcano has been, and calamitous as the devastation 
wherever the lava has run, the internal fire, we fear, is far from 
being exhausted ; we not only aw'ait with a painful confidence new 
explosions from the old crater,* but are not without serious appre- 
hensions that it is destined to extend itself to the few more fortu- 
nate countries which have hitherto escaped the practical infliction, 
— none — not we ourselves — having wholly escaped its influence. 

Mr. Purke, in the first of those \vondcrful prophecies which 
revealed the futurity of the Revolution of 1789^ warned us of the 
inevitable influence, whether for good or evil, of France on the 
destinies of Europe in general, and especially on England ; and 
this great authority is a sufficient justification for our continued 
endeavours to aw'aken the English public to a livelier interest 
as to the revolutionary principle which has been again triumph- 
ant in France, and which we are convinced is in formidable 
progression amongst ourselves. 

The warning voice of Mr. liurke, the personal character of 
George III., the \igour of Mr. Pitt, and, above all, the terrible 
lessons that France herself was at once undergoing aitd teaching, 
carried us and nearly the rest of Europe safe through the Jacobin 
paroxysm of democracy. Under the Directory, the Consulate, 
and the Empire, the public danger took another turn. The 
spiiit of foreign conquest and the progress of domestic 
despotism which immediately succeeded the revolutionary 
anarchy in France, extinguished the moral danger of Jacobinism 
and combined all that was left of independent energy in Europe 
in resistance to the new and opposite peril. That again ceased 
with Buonaparte — but th^j^nirit of national ^dependence and 

♦ All tljfs WM written, and indeed in type, before M. Ledru-Rolliii*H iiunrrectiun 
of the ISdi of June, which, though it came rather more rapidly than we exjiected, 
cotJIrmf, AS our teaden will sje, our imprcMioiiM^f the uncertain state of Ftaiice, and 
has required uolnodifftatioii'w our statements.^ 
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popular exertion which had been evoked against 4iini survived his 
fall. The minds of men, released from the pressure and excite- 
ment of so long and general a Mar, turned naturally and eagerly 
to those fundamental questions of civil and political government 
whicb were all that remained of the grand revolutionary con- 
vulsion. 

Amongst these the first and most important Mas that of Repre- 
sentative Goveiiiment, Sanctioned, we had almost said sanctified, 
by the happiness and glory which under its auspices England had 
so long enjoyed, and by the 'self-centered* strength and vigour 
which her representative monarchy had recently^— amidst the 
■ overthrow of all other forms of government — exhibited to the 
world — 

‘ Like a great sea-mark standing every flaw 
And saving those that eyed it ’ — 

the principle found not only a ready acceptance but a strong 
desire to possess it throughout Western ICuroye, where indeed 
there were in most countries vestiges of its having been in former 
times indigenous. The French Charter of 1814, with its ‘ Kiny^ 
Reersj and Deputies,^ Mas a near approach to the English model; 
and by it, we believe, the power of the State was as wisely dis- 
tributed as the social condition and political circumstances of 
France permitted. It would, indeed, have been happy for her and 
the M'orld if the first Constituant Assembly of 17b9, instead of 
running wild after theories, had endeavoured to maintain what 
Mas left, and restore what bad been lost, of the forms, and to 
revive and improve the spirit, of their own old system of the 
States General, That system possessed all the essential ele- 
ments of a good constitutional government, — it M^ould have had 
the immense superiority of being the native growth of the soil 
— and entitled by traditional authority as Mell as its intrinsic 
merits to the acceptance and reverence of a people, the vo- 
latility of whose national character requires every restraint and 
sedative that can be incidentally applied to it. As, however, 
those constitution-mongers Mere bent on discarding native an- 
tiquity, it is to be for ever regretted that, instead of the absurd 
and impracticable Constitution of 1791, they had not adopted 
something like the Charter of 1814, which under those cir- 
cumstances might have been permanent, and saved a world 
of woe; — but the impulse of theoTj^tic change once given (an 
awful lesson for ourselves in our present condition), schemes 
of government succeeded one another with such rapidity and 
violencje (the Empire was the seventeenth) that the first prin- 
ciples of constitutional order were dqitroyed, and the mili- 
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tary despotism of Buonaparte became not merely acceptable — not 
merely j ustifiable — but inevitable. That severe but necessary dis- 
cipline prepared the public mind for the Restoration, which 
afforded the first hope since the nuit des sacrifices — 4th August, 
1789 — of a government at once liberal and stable. 

The return of 13 uqnaparte for the 100 days not only desitoyed 
that hope for the time, but the ease with which this second 
usurpation was accomplished and again, as far as France her- 
self was concerned, overthrown, revived, or, perha])s we should 
better say, revealed the indifference and levity with which the 
country at large was inclined to regard the form of its govern- 
ment. 

M. Weill, whose lively yet thoughtful pamphlets have made 
some sensation, and who is one of the many whom the experience 
of the Republic has cured of republicanism, confesses this insou- 
ciance i — 

‘For the last •fifty years France has been making, unmaking, re- 
making, and re-immaking her government. 

‘ For the last fifry years France has been rolling the stone of Sis\ - 
phu-s. 

‘ For tlie last fifty years France luis been neitlier monareliieal, nor 
republican, nor aristocratical, nor constitutional — she has only been 
revolutionary. 

‘ Whatever other defects France may be reproached with, it must 
at least be admitted that she is not too inquisitive ; for fifty years past 
she has ne\er once seriously asked herself what she is or what slie has 
been about. ^ — Repuhlique vt Monarchies p. 36. 

This apathy in the body of the nation encouraged the turbu- 
lence of factions, and they again produced indiscreet dissolutions 
of chambers and changes of ministry, and at length that combina- 
tion and climax of rashness and imbecility which afforded the dis- 
affected, who were watching their opportunity, a plausible excuse 
for the July Revolution. If that Revolution had been an honest 
one — really and merely directed against the misdemeanours of 
Charles X. and his ministers — its adherence to the monarchical 
form — its maintenance of a house of peers — the elevation to the 
throne of a prince, almost the heir presumptive — and the re-enact- 
ment of all the essential provisions of the Royal Charter, might 
perhaps have strengthened that monarchy, as the Revolution of 
1688 did ours. But it was not so. It was but too visible that the 
overthrow of Charles X. was not a vindication but an invasion of 
the constitution — that Louis-Philippe was nothing but at first a 
stalking-horse, and subsequently a stumbling-block, to the Re- 
publican faction — and .that the revolutionary spirit whi^h had 
unintentionally raised him wm deliberately preparing bis dowh- 
fall. The original defect of nis title — the frequent attempts at 

assassination — 



Democracy. 


263 


assassination — several audacious and hard-fought insurrections — 
and the incessant instigations of a seditious press — increased the 
pre-existing indifference, and even generated in the public mind, 
not merely disloyalty, but a kind of contempt for a government 
which — wise, vigorous, and honest in the main — was unsound in 
its pretensions to quasi -legitimacy and anomalous in the mas- 
querade of a Republican Monarchy. Louis- Philippe fell, as he 
himself said \viih pathetic candour, tout comme Charles Dix ; and 
the M.oi\\xYc\\y foundered y as stately and stput-looking ships have 
sometimes done in the sudden surprise of a typhoon — leaving 
hardly a sound or sign of its catastrophe on the stormy surface 
of the waters. 

So weaned has the French nation gradually been from any 
attachment to or almost any concern about either the persons or 
the forms l>y whom or which they are to be governed, that eleven 
individuals — ])roprietors, editors, and writers of two newspapers 
more remarkable for violence than talent, and^ of very limited 
circulation — met in a priiiting-oflice, and said, with a kind of ridi- 
culous subliiniu , * Let us be the Government and they were 
so! — all iMaiue not merely acquiescing, but seeming to applaud. 
'That (Tovernment has already had three successors, making five 
changes of — what shall we call them — dynasties? — within ten 
months ! and all wiili the same apparent acquiescence and ap- 
plause from the nation at large. We wisli their influence had 
been as ephemeral as their existence — but the very first week 
of the usurpation of the two newspapers signalized itself by an 
event which appears to us the most important and alarming that 
has occurred in the modern history of mankind — the reduction 
of the theory of the Sovereignty of the People to actual practice 
through the medium of direct Universal Suffrage. 

On their strange accession to powder, this astonishing and asto- 
nished Provisional Government found themselves as unprepared 
as they were unfit for the responsibilities of their situation : they 
had no plan — no principles — no party — not so much as a flag — 
n<^ name — they had not even yet decided between Monarchy and 
Republic ; they had no fixed purpose, nor any other power than a 
mob in the streets, by which they had pulled down the throne, but 
which was equally ready to pull themselves to pieces. They were 
for at least four-and-tweiity hours in more personal danger than, 
we believe, Louis- Philippe would have been had he remained in 
the Tuileries. How were they to extricate themselves? — what 
could they do ? There was no great and tangible grievance to 
be redressed — no breach in the charter to be repaired. The hesi- 
tating and conditional proclamation of the Republic^ which was 
their first resource, created more iJarm than confidence ; and, 

after 
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after all, was but a taord — an empty word, if there were to be no 
immediate and perceptible amelioration of the condition of the 
people. The sudden enrolment of txccnty-four thousand of the 
younger emeutiers — the gamins de Paris — at a pay of one franc 
and a half a-day, and the creation of national workshops and 
some other pretences of public work, w here tlie mob was fed and 
paid for doing nothing, relieved the Provisional Government from 
the most pressing danger of the hungry and excited population ; 
but all these were only imperfect remedies for the material wants 
— thirst and hunger — caused by the Revolution itself, and men 
began to inquire after its political benefits. 

The revolutionary movement had originally assumed parlia- 
mentary reform as a pretext. In a proclamation of the ‘ vcnix da 
Peuple' published and posted up through Paris on the ‘26ih of 
February, the various political reforms* desired by the democra- 
tic party — Democratic Pacijiquc, as it entitled itself — were au- 
thoritatively enumerated. Amongst them ^ as — 

‘ Electoral and Parliamentary lieform, 

‘ Every National Guard is an elector^ and also eligible' 

The views of the triumphant democracy went at first no further 
than to extend the right of suffrage to the National Guard — 
a proposition in itself sufficiently inconsistent with all ad- 
mitted principle, and obviously dangerous to civil liberty, but 
still a classification and important limitation of mere mimbers. 
This proclamation seems to have had the authority of M. 
Lamartine, for it professes to announce ‘ the principles on which 
M. Lamartine was prepared to act.* By what new and impe- 
rious pressure of the Socialist faction the Provisional Govern- 
ment were driven, within but a few days, to exceed even the 
demands of the ' Democratic ’ is one of the as yet unrcvealed 
secrets of the Hotel de Ville Pandemonium. All we know is 
that on the 5ih of March they took upon themselves the stupen- 
dous power, far exceeding anything that a Provisional Govern- 
ment could pretend to, of proclaiming Universal Sxtffrage as the 
fundamental law of France — and this too before they ventured to 
declare her definitively a Republic. Amidst the deafening noise 
and dazzling glare of the strange events that were then bursting 
out on every side, this prospective and, as it were, theoretic 
proposition did not excite so much sensation in France, nor 
so much attention amongst us, as its incalcuhablc importance 
deseiwed; nor has it yet, that w*e know of, been presented to 
the public in the character of a great organic change, which, 
whether as a danger to be repelled or a reform lo be imitated, 
must assuredly have a vast inQuence on the future destinies of 
the European world. We therefore take this occasion of bringing 

the 
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the question before our readers — first, in its general principle; 
and then as to its operation in France, and finally its applicability 
to England, 

We begin by stating that no such thing as an absolute demo- 
cracy, nor anything so like it as the new French Constitution, is 
to be found in the history of mankind. It is like the unicorn — a 
thing, that everybody seems to understand, and that nobody ever 
saw — that looks possible, and yet has never existed ; an idea, 
in short, at once familiar and fabulous. Lord Brougham, in 
his ' Political Philosophy * — a work of great research, admi- 
rable arrangement, and (due allowance being made for the per- 
sonal opinions and prejudices of one who was so long the leader 
of the Reform party) of great candour and sagacity — Lord 
Brougham, we say, has shown from the evidence of all anti- 
quity that in the most extravagantly popular of the ancient demo- 
cracies the governing classes calling themselves the People and 
taking an immediate part in public business, were but a v ery small 
numerical proportion of the population. The examples of those 
ancient republics can have no great bearing on the political philo- 
sophy of our times; but we may note as a matter of curiosity 
some of the leading facts that authorize our general statement. 
In Attica, the most democratic society that, as we suppose, ever 
existed, the freemen, who alone had any share of political povyer, 
were about 40,000 ;* the slaves, servants, serfs — in short, the 
working, and especially the agricultui*al classes, who had no such 
share — were not less tlian 400,000. {PoL Pliil.y ii. 190.) In 
Sparta the disproportion between the governing and subject 
classes seems to have been still greater, and the oppression of the 
latter was such as could not be paralleled in the most cruel de- 
spotisms of after ages ; and this degradation of what was in truth 
the great body of the people in all those ancient republics is the 
more remarkable, because, though excluded from political rights, 
they were in full proportion of their numbers subjected to mili- 
tary duties. At the battle of Plalaca, for instance, the free Lace- 

* These freemen voted individually in what were called the assemblies of the people ; 
and from them were selected by lot magistrates, judges, and generals — but in what way 
the judicial, legislative, and administrative powers were distrilmted is enveloped in 
deep obscurity. All that is certain is that, notwithstanding the check which the election 
of the chief executive uflicers by hi must have exercised over the general assembly, the 
Athenian Governinent was a most cruel and oppressive domination, worse than any 
oligarchy that we hjjve read of ; and, with due deference to Mr. Grote, it seems clear 
enough (hat it was only when this irregular power became concentrated into one hand, 
as in the u«urpatioii of the Pisistratidn and under Pericles, that Athens was really 
worthy of the reputation which a few brilliant intervals of her history have given her. 
Some authorities carry the population higher than as above stated, but not so as to 
alter tite fact of the gieat disproportion between the political and numerical populit- 
tiona. . 
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demonians and Spartans were 10,000 men, while the Helots 
were no less than 35,000. 

The Koinan Republic was a downrig^ht aristocracy both in 
theory and practice ; and indeed we may state it as the result of 
Lord Brougham’s elaborate analysis of all recorded g:overn- 
ments,* that pretty certainly in the proportion in which the 
popular element was introduced it was found necessary to balance 
it by antagonist forms and checks, evidently calculated to i educe 
as low as possible the influence of mere inimbers in the actual 
administration of affairs, ft may almost, indeed, be said that 
every form of government hitherto known in the world has prac- 
tically been aristocratical. The most despotic monarchy is forced 
to take its councillors and ministers — the depositaries and instru- 
ments of its pow er — from classes designated or acccj)ted by public 
opinion for such duties; and the most democratic republics have 
by various processes and forms invariably arrived at a practical 
aristocracy. Even the English constitution, with its large and 
well-regulated infusion of democracy, has been often, nay even 
recently, reproached with what we believe to be — or perhaps 
we should rather say, to have been — its greatest security and 
merit, the being an aristocracy. That it has been losing of 
late years much of its conservative and aristocratical character 
it seems impossible to deny ; but is not our political system 
becoming in the same proportion more precarious ? — and we may 
also ask, are the people — tlic democratic ])ortion of society — more 
at their ease, more happy, more content, better subjects, or even 
better citizens, for the change^ffecled in their name, and alleged 
to be for their benefit? Has the Reform Bill, for exam})lc, 
quieted agitation and removed political strife and discontent t 
Is there not, on the contrary, a constant and growing uneasiness 
and dissatisfaction ? If w'c become but even a little more demo- 
cratic we shall become ungoverniible ; and if we should attain 
universal sufl’rage, as PTance has done, we shall fall, as she 
indubitably will if she persists in that insane scheme, into a com- 
plete disorganization and anarchy. 

It may seem that to our assertion oi the impossibility of founding 
and preserving a stable government on universal suffrage, the 
United Stales of America offer at least an exception, if not a 
contradiction. We do not think so. U'here are many important, 
nay, vital circumstances, which defeat the analogy. First, the 

• It is rigtjt to apprise such of our readers os may not have seen Lord 
Brougham's work, that it condenses into a comparatively small space the fullest and 
most accurate account of all the forms of government, .ancient and modern, and is, in 
fact, a text-book — long wanted— of the elements of political philosophy. It is need- 
less to add that the composition and style throughout ore masculine and most attrac- 
tive. 
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United States arc a federation — in itself a most powerful check 
on individual ambition and popular impulses. If France con- 
sisted of a federation of independent provinces — Normandy, Bri- 
tariny, Languedoc, &c. — there might possibly have been such a 
mutual check and counterpoise as to render a democratic republic 
practicable ; and though we have no faith in Lord Beaumont’s I talian 
scheme, we will not absolutely say that some such system might 
not succeed, wherever a federation had the two essential though 
antagoni^ conditions of general affinity with individual repulsion. 
Again ; the United States were, we may almost say providentially, 
prepared for their present federative condition. They arc indi- 
vidually of a size manageable by local authorities, which most 
writers consider as the sine qvd non of a republic; and having 
been, from their first existence, independent provinces, they were 
by tradition and habit, as well as by reason and interest, qualified, 
not only for self government, but to act as checks on each other. 
And again ; the supreme power of the United States is not 
lodged in one uncontrollable body. They have a President and 
a Senate, chosen by diflerent modes of election, that have hitherto 
been in practice a more efficient check on popular impetuosity 
than our own Monarch and House of Lords; but, finally and 
chiefly, the progressive state of that young country, and the bound- 
less field w hich it opens to individual enterprise, relieve societyi’rom 
the pressure of poverty and turbulence which constitute the prime 
and awful danger of democracy in the overcrowded Old World. 
The passions tliat in lo anee make ementiers and Socialists, and in 
England Radicals and (Chartists, find in the United States an in- 
nocuous vent in the Far IVest, It is obvious, therefore, that 
no arguments drawn from American democracy can be fairly 
a])plicd in favour of the new I'rench system. Neither shall we 
look to it for any the other way ; though we see abundant reason 
to suspect that its inconveniences and even its perils are already 
beginning to make themselves felt in the more populous and 
wealthy localities of the Lbiion; and, we may add, though a 
similar impression is hardly concealed in the last, and best, and 
certainly very liberal book of travels which forms the subject of a 
preceding article. 

Having cleared our way by these preliminary explanations, we 
proceed to consider the principle of democracy as it now menaces 
European societies. 

The principle of representation was, as we have intimated, at 
the root of most, if not all, European governments; but there is 
no trace to be found of any right of suffrage in the population at 
large. The most ancient and in every way the most remarkable 
vestige of the elective rights of the people is what still survives in 

our 
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our coronation ceremony, where we so lately saw the lineal de- 
acendant of William the Conqueror and the thirty -sixth inheritor 
of his crown, offered by the Archbishop to the universal siiffrayc 
of the people, without any other visible security ag:alnst a negative 
response than the toy-lance of champion Dymocke. But in the 
earliest instances of anything resembling election for parliamentary 
representation that our history affords, it is wholly irrespective of 
numbers. Indeed, it has only been in comparatively recent times 
that the theory of representation’s having any direct relation to 
numbers has prevailed. It is true that the very abstract piinciplo 
of representation includes — nay, arose out of a consideiation of 
numbers ; but it was rather in the sense of exclusion than admis- 
sion. When the monarch summoned his lords, knights, and bur- 
gesses to advise with him de arduis reyni, he no doubt sought the 
authority of public opinion represented by influential persons; but 
on the other hand these advisers were thus limited in numbers, and 
selected as to quality, for the precise purpose of avoiding the incon- 
venience and danger of numeric«al influence: — the two knights of 
Rutland were as weighty in council as the two knights for Yorkshire, 
and the two burgesses of Old Sarum not less influential than the two 
citizens of Bristol. It has been therefore a great misstatement of 
fact, and, as we think, an unfortunate mistake in policy, to con- 
fouijd representation of interests with representation of numbers. 

L'p to a very recent period of these discussions the doctrine 
of numbers was not advanced even by the most zealous demo- 
cratic reformers. ' Representation and Taxation should,’ said 
they, ' be co-extensivc : those who are to pay taxes should have 
a voice in their imposition and distribution.’ This theory was 
derived from the fact that undoubtedly the Commons were sum- 
moned to our earlier parliaments only for money grants, and 
there were parliaments to which they were not summoned tippa- 
rently because no money was then to be raised (^Pol. Phil., iv. 
44) — but there never was of old any direct relation between the 
elective franchise and taxation except in some non-corporate 
towns, where the elector was bound to have * paid scot and borne 
loP — that is to have satisfied the dues and duties chargeable 
upon him ; and although in modern times it is required that the 
elector shall have paid all rates and taxes to which he is liable, 
this is only a condition, not a qualification. Indeed, it is certain 
that no such principle existed, or could exist, in our representative 
system — for it would in fact have amounted to universal suffrage ; 
since it is evident that in a country where any duties either of 
customs or inland revenue are levied, every creature who eats or 
drinks, or wears clothes, is in some degree subjected to indirect 
taxation. When therefore the framers of the first French Con- 
stitution, 
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stltutlon, and indeed of all others down lo the last, were to create 
a franchise, they adopted the general theory of taxation — but 
even they had no idea of permitiin^f it to run into the abuse of 
universal suffrawe ; — they therefore limited the franchise by a cer- 
tain amount of direct taxation — a very low one in the earlier 
democratic constitutions, but, in that overthrown in 1848, 8/. for 
a hifi^her class, and 4Z. for another (see Quart. Rev., vol. Ixxxii. 
p. 552). In a word, down to very late times the universal expe- 
rience and opinions of mankind seem to have adopted 'pro^erUj 
in some shape or other as the basis of government, and as the 
least imperfect security for the intelligence, probity, and stability 
of a governing body. 

'riie danger of the inordinate and uncontrollable power of 
mere numbers is so obvious, that (with the exception already 
noticed as inapplicable to the state of modern Europe) it has 
never that we know of been applied to the composition of a great 
political body. We have therefore no direct precedents of its 
lailure lo cite, for we have no j)reccdent at all; but all the 
analogies afforded by minor experiments show that mere numbers 
are were anarchy. If however wc are asked to specify the danger 
tliat we apprehend from the atleinj)t lo apj)ly universal suffrage 
to th(j government of a state, we have a short, clear, and precise 
anstver — namely, one or other of two alternative dangers — danger 
to proj)erty or danger to liberty — to property when it has no in- 
tennediate^wotectioii against numbeis — to liberty when some 
antagonist power is established strong enough to protect propertj\ 
Tlie Long Parliament and Oliver Cromwell — the Convention and 
Buonaparte, if not exact cases in point (for tlie disturbing power 
was much short of universal suffrage, and tlierc were also some 
minor diversities), are pregnant exemplifications of the principle 
and safe prognostics of what must be the result. Lord Brougham, 
with all his natural, or perhaps we should say acquired, partiality 
for the extension of popular rights, cannot but admit this danger 
(Dol. Phil., iv. 81), and finds no answer to it but tw'o sugges- 
tions, which we think he himself would not much rely on in face 
of the new lesson in * Political Philosophy' which France has 
just given us.* 

‘First,* he says, ‘it assumes a grosser degree of ignorance and 
thoughtlessness than can w ell be supposed in the people of any civilised 
community, who must know tliat the only security for society, and 

* le justice to Lord Brougham, we must observe that his observations on the sulijeet 
weie ma<le before ony such thing as otie sovereign assemblift chosen by universal sufhage, 
wusoiver itnuyined as ajorm of government. Lord Brjugliatn has fully explainwl the 
great evil of a single chamber in his * Letter to Lonl Laiisdowne * last autumn uii rVench 
ufftiirs. His views there strongly confirm the opinion stated irfoui text. 

the 
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the best security for labourers themselves, arises from the security of 
proprietary rights.’ — (?&,) 

We condense our reply on this point by appealing, not merely 
to history and human nature, *but to the condition of Paris during 
the months of March and April 1848, and to the whole Socialist 
system, appeased at first by enormous pecuniary sops to the 
revolutionary Cerberus, and, when the purse could no longer hold 
out, repiessed by the shedding in one day of jnore blood, as it 
was calculated, than had been spilled in all the massacres of the 
earlier revolution. 

His second position is — 

‘ It assumes also that there is to be a union of the working classes all 
over the country, iu onler to return a majority that would interfere 
w'ith the rh^hts of property, throw all the ]niblic burdens on its owners 
— perhaps decree its eonfiscation and division.’ — (i^-) 

Nothing can be more faiily or more forcibly stated. It is ex- 
actly our view of the danger. We wish we could be equally sa- 
tisfied with his Lordship’s answer — 

‘But if they ai'(* likely to eombiiK* for the purpose of indirectly 
effecting the conti -cation of property, wiry do they not now combine 
for the purpose of seizing it diix*ctly ? For assuixdly they possess tliis 
power in every country/ — (jh,) 

Now to this we have two replies — first, that since Lord 
Brougham’s work was published, powerful and, in some instances, 
successful combinations of numbers against authority, and spe- 
cially against jrroperty, have been tried bolh in Fran#; and Eng- 
land, even before such jrrojects had received the sanction of the 
proclamation of universal suffrage — and that for the last fourteen 
months a struggle has been going on in France and, we might 
add, throughout Europe, which still augurs very doubtfully for 
the safety of ' prfjprielary rights.’ 

But there is another wider and more conclusive reply. Is 
there no difference between a man’s readiness to exert a legal 
right or to coiiimit a capital crime? — none between people’s con- 
spiring with a halter round their necks to rob and murder, and 
their legally voting under the Queen’s writ for a rejircsentative 
who shall pledge himself to secularize the domains of the Church, 
to vote for a graduated property-tax, or to advocate an agrarian 
distribution of property ? Disarm the law, dismiss your magis- 
trates, dissolve your police, disband your army, leave the masses 
of men to the free exercise of their own impulses and appetites, 
and then we admit that they would hardly go through the form of 
electing a representative to do what they might directly and safely 
do for themselves ; but surely their not choosing, as things now 
stand, to face the t^nnon or the gallows for an agrarian theory can 
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be no argument that they would not endeavour to obtain it by a 
safe and le^al proceeding. VVe need not rest on theory and argu- 
mentation when we h.ave already the evidence of facts flagrant over 
the whole face of France. The democratic party — the patrons 
and professors of the doctrine of universal suffrage — have had the 
candour to adopt almost universally the name and doctrines of 
Socialism, that is, equalization of pro])crty. A few rational 
democrats do probably not really entertain any such wild hope, 
but there is no doubt that it actuates a large pioportion of the 
lower cl.asses of the constituency. We select one short example — 
the department of tlie ITniite Loh'C has elected six members 
pledged to their constituents that each of them shall be provided 
with an income cf at least 12/, per annum, and towards accomjdisli- 
ing this object one of those representatives has submitted to the 
National Assembly a proposition for resuming the milliard of 
francs granted early in the Restoration by way of indemnity for 
the confiscations of the first revolution; and it seems that, on the 
faith of this promise, the six members of this enlightened depart- 
ment received amongst them no less than 200,000 votes. But 
of more importance than any individual extravagance is the great 
fact that Universal Suffrage was proclaimed at Paris the other 
day at the dictation of, and to ap]>ease lor the moment, the hungry 
hordes of the Communists and Socialists who with audacious and 
fearful sincerity inscribe on their banners two \^atchwords, de- 
structive alike of domestic and political society, ' A bas la Jamille^ 
— Down with family! and " La proprictc est un voV — Property 
is robbery ! 

And let it never be lost sight of that these people made the 
Revolution. We have shown in former numbers that they were 
called into action by the personal jealousies and ambitious folly 
of MM. Barrot and Thiers — alternately used and abused, cried 
up and put down, by the morbid vanity and volatile energy of 
Lamartine — accepted, applauded, but at last abandoned by the 
few moderjite Republicans — but /Aey were the physical force that, 
directed by the Socialist newsj)apcrs, overturned the monarchy ; — 
and we cannot expect that they will desist — and in that they 
have a kind of fatal justice on their side — from endeavouring 
to force the Revolution to bear the fruits for which they risked 
their lives, and which were solemnly promised and guaranteed 
to them as the fundamental dtity and debt of the Republic. 
Hitherto they have had, after the first twenty-four hours of intox- 
ication, nothing but want — disappointment — ^prison — exile — 
death! but, if there be force in political logic, they will take 
their revenge-— an early one perhaps, by the pike and sword — 
but if not, a slower and a more certain one, by Universal Suffrage. 

Not 
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Not that we for a moment suppose that iheir suedess can have 
any permanence ; not that their Social Republic, if they should 
even be able to reduce a momentary success to anything like 
form, could exist three months. 

‘ The Social Republic/ says M. Guizot, ^ is at once odious and im- 
possible. It is the most absurd, and at the same time the most mis- 
chievous, of all chimeras. But we must not presume on that. Nothing 
is more dangerous than that which has strength to reach what it is 
impossible lo hold/ — p. 33. 

Those who are not fully aware of the extent of this Socialist 
delusion in France have, we dare say, ihouglit that M. Guizot 
has done it too much honour by the pains he has taken to expose 
it; but he who has seen and felt the effects of it even in its 
embryo state — who knows that, wild and impracticable as it must 
eventually be found, it overturned the Monarchy, and is still the 
greatest danger of the Republic — he, we say, appears to have 
felt he could not better dedicate some hours of his exile to the 
service of his country than in endeavouring to check the conta- 
gion ; and we hardly recollect a passage since the days of Burke 
more opportune, more powerful in its style and its truth, than the 
following explanation and vindication of property, especially 
hereditary property, and all similar rights and distinctions of 
man in society, against the insanity of the Socialist. For instance, 
the S(^ 4 jlalists say that certain individual classes — namely, the rich 
or comparatively rich — have possessed themselves of the means of 
comfort and happiness beyond their fellow-men, and that natural 
justice requires the equalization of such advantages. — Here is 
M. Guizot’s answer — 

* They forget that mankind is not merely a series of individuals 
called men ; it is a race, wliich has a common life, and a general and 
progressive destiny. This is the distinctive character of man, wliich 
lie alone of created beings possesses. 

* And why is this? It is because human individuals are not isolated, 
nor confined to themselves, and to the small point they each occupy 
in space or time. They are connected with each other they act upon* 
each other, by ties and by means which do not reqtiire their actual 
presence, and which outlive them. Hence the successive generations 
of men are linked together in unbroken succession. 

^ The permanent union and progressive development which are the 
consequences of tliis unbroken succession of man to man, and genera- 
tion to generation, characterize the human race. They constitute iu 
peculiarity and its greatness, and mark man for sovereignty in this 
world, and for immortality beyond it. 

^ From this are derived, and by this are founded, the family and the 
state, property and inheritance, country, history, glory, nil the CtcU 
and all the sentiments wliich constitute the extended and perpetual life 
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of maukiad, amidst the bounded appearance and rapid disappearance of 
individual men. 

‘ In the Social Republic all this ceases to exist. Men are mere 
isolated and ephemeral beings, who appear in this life, and on tHis 
earth the scene of life, only to take their subsistence and their pleasure, 
each for tiimself alone, each by the same right, and without any end or 
purpose bfiyond. 

‘ This is precisely the condition of the lower animals. Among 
them there exists no tie, no influence, which survives the individual, 
and extends to the race. There is no permanent appropriation, no 
hereditaiy transmission, no unity nor progress in the life of the 
species ; — nothing but individuals who appear and then vanish, seizing 
on their passage their portion of the good things of the earth and the 
pleasures of life, according to the combined measure of their wants 
and their strength, which, as to them, constitute their right. 

‘ Thus, in order to secure to every individual of the human species 
the equal and incessantly fluctuating share of the goods and pleasures 
of sense, the doctrines of the Social Republic bring men down to the 
level of the lower animals. They obliterate the human race.' — pp. 
29, 30. 

M. Guizot proceeds to show that ‘ they do still worse — that 
their doctrine is in direct, though hopeless, conflict with that 
imperishable instinct of rational beings that God presides over 
their destinies — which are not wholly accomplished in the narrow 
limits of ibis lower life. Man, under such a doctrine, would 
become a grovelling material animal, without a futurity for his 
children in this world or for himself in another. Instead of 
Society and a State there would be a chaos of human beings, 
bound by no ties, capable of no quiet, secure of nothing, not even 
of mere animal life. ^ Nor could that chaos be reduced to any- 
thing like order but by the abrogation of those Socialist extrava- 
gances, and a return to the natural conditions of civilized and 
religious society’ (p. 33). 

Agreeing as we do with all M. Guizot’s principles, and ad- 
r^iring the calm and dignified ability with which he expounds 
them, there is one most important matter of fact on which we 
must express and explain a total difference from him, not merely 
in defence of our own former statements and opinions-*- which 
would be of little moment — but for the sake of higher objects, 
as to which bis anxiety is assuredly not inferior to our own* 
M. Guizot says— • 

• For my own part, I was a spectator, day by day, hour by hour, of 
the purest^ ih^ trtresf, the gentlest^ and the shortest of these formidable 
convulsions; in July, 18w, I saw, in ihh streets and the palaces, at 
the gate of the national councils and In the midst of pcmular assembliesi 
iocie^ aba^oned to itself an actor or cfpectatqr of the revolution* 
And at the same ti||iie that 1 admired the generous sentimeii(i» the 
VoL.*tkxxv. NO. ciJkix. T preofs 
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proofs of strong intelligence and disinterested virtue and heroic mode- 
ration whicli I witnessed, 1 shuddered as I saw a mighty torrent of 
insensate ideas, brutal passions, perverse inclinations, and terrible 
chimeras, rise and swell, minute by minute, ready to overflow and 
submerge a land where all the dikes that had contained it were broken 
down. Society had gloriously repulsed the violarion of its laws and 
its honour, and now it was on the point of falling into ruins in the 
midst of its glory. Here it was that I learned the vital conditions of 
social order, and the necessity of resistance to ensure the safety of the 
social fabric.’ — pp. 9, 10. 

It would be altogether out of human nature that M. Guizot 
should not look with some partiality to the origin of a govern- 
ment to and from uhich he had given and received such distinc- 
tion and so much authority. We also apj^reciate the considerations 
of gratitude and duty which must attach him as well to the rise as to 
the fall of the Orleans dynasty, and the delicacy of his situation in 
alluding to such subjects. We strongly sympathise in those re- 
sj)ectable and amiable feelings — but we cannot consent to draw a 
veil over the main and governinq fact oi the whole case, nor accept 
the distinction made by the panegyrical epithets of the fore- 
going passage between a cause and its immediate and necessary 
consequences. The July Revolution was produced by just the 
same principles and passions by which it was subsequently dis- 
turbed, and there is no one point of M. Guizot’s eulogy upon it 
that will bear the test of examination and ‘evidence. 

It was not the fmrest; it was the most corrupt — prepared by 
fraud and worked for hire — for particulars inquire oi Laftte ^ Co. 

It was not the ‘ wisest,^ but the most silly and sliortsighied — for 
every man of common sagacity must have foreseen * that it could 
only restore order an^ maintain authority by a departure from its 
principles and a renunciation of its origin. Sec the ‘ Laws of 
September J the state of siege ^ &c. See. 

It was not the * gentlest,^ for it cost in the first instance more 
blood ten times over than its February imitation, and was marked 
during its whole existence by a succession of conspiracies, assassi- 
nations, insurrections, murders, massacres, and punishments, more 
crowded, more various, and more terrible than any other portion, 
we believe, of the history of the world can exhibit — compare the 
respective lists of killed and wounded in J|ily and February — 
witness the insurrections and sieges of Lyons — witness Fieschi 

* Our readerg may gee the overthrow of the le^^timate monarchy, ami the difficul- 
of whatever government ghoiild succeed if, predicted in our number for May, 18^, 
^rse moDthg l>er>re the Revolution, and from the first we saw and repeatedly sanl that 
Louif-Philippe'g throne could not stoiidon die democratic and revulutionary quickanud 
on which it was hy, we admit, an unfottunate ueceasity placed. We also beg leave to 
refer to those articles for many important facts which have a direct bearing on the 
fiibjeot we ate now especially treating of, but which we have not space or Ittne to repeat. 

and 
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and Alibaudy the Ruo& des Trouvaires and Transnonairiy and the 
Clottre St, Mery, 

It was not the ‘ shortest y but the very longest series of con-- 
vulsion fits that ever afflicted a people ; for it lasted, with hardly 
an interval in its paroxysms, from July, 1830, to February, 1848, 
when it was arrested exactly as it began, by the same barri- 
cades, and, as far as they sjirvived, by the self-same voices and 
hands — and, to quote again the highest cauthority, tout comme 
Charles Dix. In short, we cannot, either as witnesses or rea- 
soncrs, separate the principle of the July Revolution from the 
subsequent events which M. Guizot so eloquently and justly 
deplores : they are all linked together — rings of the same fated 
chain of error and punishment — injustice and retribution. 

We insist on this our only j)oint of difference with M. Guizot, 
because we think it essential to the reconstruction of Eluropean 
society, and to the maintenance of what is yet unimpaired of our 
own constitution, to bear in mind that any species of insurrec- 
tionary reform — however plausible its original pretexts, or what- 
ever ability and integrity may endeavour to regulate its excesses 
— contains within itself a germ of mischief always indefinite, 
amd — in the cases of which we have had such recent experience 
— infinitely worse than those that it professed to remedy. It is 
a train until the engine hehimly that, at any accidental check, 
crushes guides, guards, passengers, and all. 

It must at first sight have struck M. Guizot’s readers as very 
remarkable, that amongst the practical dangers of democracy he 
does not mention that which is the most conspicuous, and which 
we have designated as the greatest — ‘ Universal Suffrage’ — he 
does not even allude to that all-impoiiant point. We think 
we understand this reserve. Universal Suffrage is now the law of 
France, and ihe only legal foundation of whatever of authority 
and order still survives there. It would not have become a person 
in M. Guizot’s position, the advocate of order and authority, to 
attack them in theii only present basis, and to disparage a power 
whose favour his friends and his parly were about to solicit at the 
approaching elections. He may also have not unnaturally anti- 
cipated that, under existing circumstances, universal suffrage might 
be likely to produce a strong, even though tacit, protest against 
the revolution — and that, by a kind of political homoDopathy, it 
might serve as a corrective, for a time at least, of the disorder 
to which it was most nearly allied. VVe shall endeavour to ex- 
plain this phenomenon by and by; but the considerations just 
stated suffice, we thinky to account for M. Guieot’s silencCt 
though we must add that bis silence seems also to imply a most 
lerious doubt of the ultimate result. 

t2 
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The conclusion at which M. Guizot’s eloquent essay finally 
arrives — if not precise and practical — who could expect a precise 
and practical conclusion in such a state of things? — may afford 
his country and us much ground for meditation^ though not 
much perhaps for hope. 

‘ Let not France deceive herself. Not all the experiments slie may 
try, not all the revolutions she may m^ike, or suffer to be made, will 
ever emancipate her from the necessary and inevitable conditions of 
social tranquillity and good government. AVe have tried everything : 
— Republic — Empire — Constitutional Monarcliy. We are beginning 
our experiments anew. To wliat must we ascribe their ill success i* 
Are we alone to find Government an impossibility ? 

‘ Yes ! So long as we remain in the cliaos in which we are plunged, 
in the name, and by the slavish idolatry, of Democracy ; so long as 
we can see nothing in society but Democracy, as if that were its sole 
ingredient ; so long as we seek in government nothing but the domi- 
nation of Democracy, as if that alone liad the riglit and the power to 
govern : — On these terms tlie Republic is equally impossible as the 
Constitutional Monarchy, and the Empire as the Republic ; for all regu- 
lar and stable government is impossible. And liberty — legal and ener- 
getid*Hberty — is no less impossible tlian stable and regular govemuient. 

‘ But such will not be the closing scene of France^s long and gloiions 
career of civilisation, — of all her exertions, conquests, li()p(‘s, and suf- 
ferings. BVance is full of life and vigour. Sfie has not mounted so 
high, to descend in the name of equality to so low a level. She pos- 
sesses the elements of a good political organization. She has numerous 
classes of citizens, enlightened and respected, already accustomed to 
manage the business of their country, or prepared to undertake it. Her 
soil is covered^ with an industrious and intelligent population, who 
detest anarchy, and ask ojily to live and to labour in peace. Tliere is 
an abundance of virtue in tlie bosoms of her families, and of good 
feeling in the hearts of her sons. We have wJierewithal to struggle 
against the evil that devours us. But the evil is immense. There are 
no words wherein to describe, no measure wdierew ilh to measure it. 
The suffering and tlje shame it inflicts upon us are slight, compared to 
those it prepares for us if it endures. And who will say that it cannot 
endure, when all the passions of the wicked, all the extravagances of 
the mad, all the weaknesses of the good, concur to foment it ? Let all 
the sane forces of BVance then unite to combat it. They will not be too 
many, and they must not wait till it is too late. Their united strength 
will more than once bend under the weight of tli^ work, and France, 
ere she can be saved, will still need to pray thfi God would protect 
her.’— pp, 84-6, 

This^ however, is only stating, with the moderation and caution 
becoming M. Guizots position, that France is in a transition 
state, and that, to use a phrase very appropriate to a crisis so 
pregnant with events, she must be worse before she can be better. 
It is true that, since M. Guizot wrote, an anticipation for which 
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wc have ^Iven his sacfacity credit appeafs to have been confirmed 
by the late p^enoral elections : it is true that these, transacted in 
most districts with less violence than might have been expected, 
and producing a majority of what are called ^Moderates and 
friends of order, may be supposed to afford a better prospect of 
stability to the new constitution. There is now, it is true, hardly 
a public man in France, and hardly a private one, who has not 
voluntaril v and officially accepted the Republic. Between eight and 
nine millions of electors — the almost universal mass of the nation 
— have adhered to it by their electoral votes, and, what is of still 
more importance, all the most eminent and respectable statesmen 
have as it were wedded it for better for worse by soliciting and 
obtaining seats in the republican Assembly. ‘ Je le jure,' in the 
mouth of the President of the Republic, and ' Vive la R6puhlique^ 
in those of the President and members of the Legislative body, 
sound like pledges of sincerity in the men and stability in the 
system, Wc, however, still confess our incredulity. We do not 
believe that the new Laputa will succeed in manufacturing cables 
out of cobwebs. We remember too well IM. de Talleyrjind's 
unabashed jjleasantry on his own thirteen perjuries, and the facility 
with which the nation at large has transferred its allegiance to 
so many successive usurpations. It must be admitted, in exte- 
nuation of this political immorality, that it has had the apology 
of being a submission to physical force, for who could venture 
to question the dispensing power of the guillotine, the dungeon, 
and the bayonet — of Robespierre, Barras, and Buonaparte? In 
all those cases stern necessity gave a tacit absolution to the poli- 
tical conscience. It was reserved for the Provisional Government 
openly to assume a more than papal authority of dispensation. 
The formula is worth recording: — 

‘ ReVublique Frax^aise. 

‘ Le Goiivernenient Provisoire deerete : — Les Fonctmmaires de 
Vordre civil, militaire, judiciairc, ei admiimtratif, sont dRies de leur 
sermenL 

‘ Hotel de Ville de Paris, le 25 Fev. 1848.’ 

The eleven self-installed journalists take upon themselves to 
absolve the consciences of a whole nation from all th^ sanctities 
of religion and all' the obligations of honour. Can it be for a 
moment supposed that these cries of " Vive la R^publique* so 
evidently imposed by the minority on the reluctant majority as 
an insult and humiliation, are stronger pledges of stability than 
the oaths taken, with such religious and civil solemnities, to the 
Constitntion of 1791 — to the Republic— ^to the Consul«Uc-^tos 
the Empire— to the Hundred Days — to the two Restorations— ^ 
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to the Citizen-Royalty? On the contrary, they only, we are ton- 
vinced, tend to provoke an earlier reaction. It is, we believe, 
notorious that there is not in France a man of any party who 
takes the present stale of thing^s au smeux ; and the only doubt 
and diversity of their secret speculations are as to the occasion or 
the quarter from which is to come the coup de vent — or the coup 
de main — or, as they will call it, the coup d'etat — that is to over- 
throw it. 

It might have been naturally and a priori expected that, what- 
ever dangers may belong to universrJ siiflFrage, the introduction 
of so broad and solid a basis would have at least protected the 
stability of the constitution against all disturbing powers — except 
its own. Experience, as far as it has gone, has negatived that 
theory ; the government created by universal suffrage is de- 
plorably far from obtaining universiil confidence or even decent 
respect. The last Assembly, the firstborn of Universal Suf- 
frage, was, from its birth to its death, under the terrors of 
the Parisian mob — once it was stormed and actually expelled, 
and only reinstated, and during the remainder of its precarious 
existence protectee!, not by the force of opinion, not by any defer- 
ence to universal suffrage, but by the bayonets and bullets of the 
army. The new Assembly meets in the same peril and with no 
other protection. The President of the Republic was elected 
on the lOihof December, 1848, by six millions of suffrages — a 
concurrence of popular favour and confidence of which the world 
had no example. But has it given him any root in the country ? 
Is not the presage that so extraordinary a triumph at first excited 
fast wearing out — and this though his personal deportment and 
public measures have been in every respect better than had been 
commonly anticipated — nay, it is admitted, well becoming his pre- 
sent high position? Within five months from his elevation he was 
treated in the Constituant Assembly — and especially by ex* mem- 
bers of the Provisional Government — with gross disrespect and loud 
censure, and if that Assembly could have spun out (as it had a 
strong disposition to do) a few hours more of life, he would pro- 
bably have been impeached — or worse. Certain it is that at the 
very crisis of the elections the Socialists thought it serviceable to 
the candidates of their party to circulate through every part of 
France a report, with all the character of autbenticity they could 
give it, not only that the President was impeached, but that he 
and his ministers were all arrested and imprisoned in Vincennes; 
and, absurd as such a device may seem, we are assured that there 
were constituencies credulous and ignorant enough to be in- 
ilui^need by it. 

Aiid yet there is perhaps no eountry in Europe in which uni* 

versa! 
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versal suffrage could ha.ve had so favourable a trial as In France. 
The ordinary administration, conducted by Prefectures^ Sous-pri- 
fecturesy Arrondissemeiis^ Cantons, and Communes, and by electoral 
councils correspondins: to most of those divisions, had familiarised 
all classes with electoral proceedings, and prepared them in some<^ 
degree for political franchise. The innumerable public func- 

tionaries that dictate the will of the Government for the time 
being to the remote populations, and the influence of the clergy, 
coincided on this occasion in producing better choices than 
were expected. But what is much more important, and the 
real advantage which France possesses for trying this great 
experiment, is the almost infinite division of property through- 
out society. There are no less than 11,000,000 of distinct 
landed properties in France; and, though several of these pro- 
perties arc ol course accumulated in the same hands, there can 
be little doubt that there are some eight or nine millions of 
landed jiroprietors, and that in the country towns and districts 
almost every man whom universal suffiage can bring to the poll 
has somethiny to lose. It is but too probable that this consideration 
will not in the long run prevent the comparatively poor from 
exerting their electoral power to bring the comparatively rich to 
their own level. It may indeed have that effect during the novelty 
of the experiment, and it must at all times have a considerable in- 
fluence in preventing agrarian spoliation — but may it not on the 
other hand lead to a scarcely less fatal result — fiscal oppression? 
This latter risk received a striking exeinplifiraiion in the very 
last acts of the Consiituant Assembly. Immediately previous to 
the elections two ullra-deinocratic members (candidates for the 
coining legislature) proposed, and lheAssembl\ adopted suddenly 
and almost without discussion, the abolition^ from the 1st of 
January next, of the whole excise on liquors — one of the largest 
heads of revenue, producing about 4,000,000/. •sterling a year, 
and this for the pretended relief of the poorer classes — the 
deficit being to be made up by new taxes proportionable to the 
means of those who would have to pay them. We need not, point 
out the folly and knavery of this proceeding of the expiring As- 
sembly, nor the obvious meaning of thus substituting direct pro- 
portional taxation ||'or indirect dutiet. The Message of the Pre- 
sident invites the new Assembly to a reconsideration of this 
important question; and as the history of our own Reform 
Revolution affonls a singularly accurate example of the same 
folly, so it may perhaps of a remedy. In April, 1833, in tbp 
first burst of its democratic triumph^ the Reformed House of 
Commons sacrificed, in the same sudden way, on the same 
popular grounds, about the same extent and class of revenue — by 

, a vote 
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a vote for the repeal of the malt-duties. T-he Whig Ministry were 
alarmed at this development of their own principles, and, by the 
help of the rational men of all parties, this mad vote, carried on 
Friday, the 26th of April, was rescinded on the very next sitting 
"day, Monday, the 29ih.* Will the new French Assembly be 
equally tractable? Sudden impulses of this kind are not very 
dangerous in assemblies over which there is any kind of control ; 
and, when only an impulse, will be generally within reach of re- 
consideration. So it was in the Malt-Tax case — and so it may be 
in the French Excise; but for the wider dangers arising from the 
ignorance, the inconstancy, the liability to be deceived, disturbed, 
and disorganized, of the numerical majority of a people, we see 
no effectual security. 

It would be on our part too precipitate to adopt implicitly the 
result of the late French elections as a safe criterion of the future 
working of so novel a system, but there are some results so 
striking that we cannot refuse them a place in our survey. With 
a great parade of arithmetical exactness the statistics of these 
elections are very confused and imperfect. From one very de- 
tailed and voluminous account we find that 735 successful can- 
didates (15 for Corsica, Algiers, and the colonics not included) 
obtained 37,000,000 of suffrages — of whom 505 ‘moderate 
candidates’ had 26^ millions of votes, and 229 ‘ ultra democrats’ 
about lOJ millions : but we do not find how many electors pro- 
duced this number of suffrages, nor the numbers voting for the 
unsuccessful candidates. We have, however, such a return for 
Paris, which may serve as a guide to the rest. Paris has 378,000 
registered electors, of whom 281,000 came to the poll; so that 
close upon 100,000 abstained altogether; and, a couple of thou- 
sand more being lost by irregularities, the actual votes were 

275.000. The first candidate returned was the President s cousin, 
Lucien Murat — a person little known, and individually of no other 
significance ; but having, by way of conciliation, been placed on 
rival lists, he has come in by 6000 votes a-head of all. Next — 
to the great surprise and alarm of all moderate men — came M. 
Ledru-RoHin, who, however, had but 129,000 — so that if what is 
called the Moderate party could have concentrated their votes, 
they might have procfuced f46,000 against M. Ledru-Rollin’s 

129.000. But it is one of the evils of all popular elections, and 
especially in ballots, that moderate and intelligent men will exer- 

^ It if worthy of notice that the fint motion in that Parliament hail been one by 
for tqual — ^he called it,— that it, proportional taxationr-*AiKl thii wat ipecially 
and srowtdly directed agaimt the rtchf — and thia the WMg Cboncallor of the 
i;|uer, Lord Althcnrp, met with, — ^oot the vkwf and Brmneaa. of a otateiniau, but a 
mriful apology and a kind pf promite (which fortunately he never kept) of adopting 
CobbettVprinciple, 




Democracy. 


281 


cise their own judgements and scatter their sometimes wayward 
votes, while the unscrupulous and violent are sure to act in 
concert and to carry away the ignorant or wavering. 

Wfe could not be surprised that M. Ledru-Rollin, who divides 
with M. Lamartine the honour of having made the Revolution,* 
created the Republic, and established universal suffrage, should 
stand high on such a poll ; but where then is M. Lamartine 
himself? M. Lamartine — elected in May, 1848, for Paris by 
260,000 votes, and for nine others of the principal Departments 
of France by an aggregate of 1,300,000 — where, in May, 1849, is 
he ? — Now II ERK. Not only nowhere elected, but even in his own 
native department, where he had been so often almost unani- 
mously chosen, ho was 40,000 below the lowest successful candi- 
date — and the last we have heard of him was a newspaper report 
that he meditated, by another and probably longer " Voyage en 
Orient^ a retreat from the ingratitude of mankind. So entire a 
change of public opinion does, we confess, altogether surprise us, 
though we seem to liave prophesied it. W'^e knew very well that 
such en(»rmous popularity could not be durable, and that 

‘ An habitation giddy and unsure 
Hath he that bnildeth on the vulgar heart 

and, even before he* had attained his zenith, we ventured (Quart, 
Rev., April, 1848, p. 578) to say of M. Lamartine — 

* He can be, we think, hut a jmssmg gleam on that troubled sky — like 
the hero of one of his own odes — 

Pareil a V eclair^ il sortit iVun orage ; — 
and the best we can \\isli for him is, that he may, when the day* 
light of eoniiuun sense shall again sliine in France, be allowed to re- 
turn, safe in honour and in person, to the humbler 

sjihere 

Oil ce jour va le rappeler .* — 

But we did not expert that he was to be so contemptuously 
dismissed, even before < the daylight of common sense had begun to 
shine ;* for he was ousted by a gang of Rollinistes. Our pro- 
phecy, too, was written previously to his enormous electoral 
triumph, and before he had exhibited in the Assembly a 
degree of practical ability and a "high share of parliamentary 
eloquence which we at least had not reckoned upon. There 
were, therefore, a few months during which we thought that our 
vaticination might prove delusive ; and even now we cannot ac- 
count for Its so early and complete accomplishment. The incon- 
stancy of popular favour seems not a sufficient solution,^ and all 
we can say is, that it is a terrible lesson to the chief author of 
the decree establishing Universal Suffrage. 



282 


Democracy. 


But not to him alone. Of the eleven who signed that decree, 
three only — Ledru-Rollin, Arago, and Cremieux — have been re- 
elected — but LedrU’RolIin alone seems to have retained anything 
like his former popularit}’. Arago and Cremieux had all the 
former elections double returns. In Paris tiiey h«id each above 
200,000, and in their respective departments each about 76,000 
almost unanimous votes. Now they have not been heard of in 
Paris, and in the same departments they have had — Arago 
25,500, and Cremieux 25,000 — hardly one-third of their former 
triumph. But what has become of the rest of the Provisional 
Government and their satellite ministers — the Aristocracy of the 
Democracy — the Gamier- Pages, Marrasts, Bastides, Carnots, 
Flocons, and about twenty others of tlie same stamp, wlio bad 
figured so pompously in the highest ofliccs of the Republic? — 
all ‘ down amongst the dead men,’ and reburied, for a season at 
least, in that obscurity from which we admit they had no original 
claim to be called: but having been so called by such a multi- 
tudinous demonstration of national confidence as no body of men 
ever before received — what can be said for the stability and poli- 
tical justice of a system tliat has so soon and so entirely forgotten 
both their claims and its obligations? 

We do not pretend to understand all the masteries of the 
French ballot ; but we shall be very much surprised if in the 35 
vacant seats — 28 by resignations and double returns (chiefly of 
democrats) and 7 by deaths — ’here shall not be found means 
of reproducing some of the missing patriots. With all our 
experience of popular in(X)nstancy, we can hardly believe that 
Lamartine and Marrast, for instance, the prime of their re-^ 
spective parlies, who had filled certainly with distinction the two 
highest offices of the Slate — and were paraded in the great 
national fetes of Fraternity on the 20th of April, and of the Con- 
stitution on the 10th of November, as the representatives of the 
triumphant democracy — we can hardly, we say, believe that they 
are to be permanently ostracised and mis au niant. 

But the exclusion, or even the annihilation, of such men is 
scarcely more instructive than the choice of their successors* 
'rhere happened to be towards the end of April last some 
irregularities in a regiment quartered in Paris — in these a Ser- 
jeant of the name of Boichot bad participated, and was in con- 
sequence placed under arrest. This was on the eve of the 
elections; it occurred to the Democrats that it might help to 
debauch the army, and at all events to impair discipline and 
insult authority, if the military prisoner should be elected. 
Serjeant Boichot accordingly appears fourth on the list of the 
representatives of the metropolis^ by the votes of 128,000 persons 

— no 
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— no ten of whom had ever heard or seen his name till they 
found it in the electoral list distributed by the Socialist Clubs. 
He and Lagrange, the fellow who fired the shot that caused what 
was called tlie Massacre of \\\q B oulevard des Capucines^ stand next 
to Ledru-Rollin in the return. Another of the new comers is a 
second serjeant, one Rattier, elected with the same intention of de- 
bauching the army. He is vulgar and illiterate as might be expected 
— impudent and violent beyond what might be expected. His claim 
to this selection was, that he had, in defiance of orders, attended 
some seditious meeting. Similar circumstances have produced 
the election, by 70.000 votes, of a third serjeant, with the omi- 
nous name of Cominissaire, who has been similarly returned for the 
tico great departments of which Lyons and Strasbourg are the 
capitals. These three serjeants have been thus chosen by the 
largest populations of France, and — which seems almost incredible 
— there is no mention in the returns of the election of any actual 
commissioned officer of the army lower than a general. It is fur*- 
ther remarkable, ahat it w^'ls by the side of these serjeants that 
M. Ledru-Rollin chose to take his habitual seat in the New 
Assembly. 

To these instances might be added several of workmen, me- 
chanics, and innkeepers introduced into the Socialist lists to attract 
the lower classes. One of these is a working mason of the name of 
Nadaud, whose w ife kept an eating-house of the humblest order in 
Paris, which was much frecpiented by stonemasons, a trade almost 
wholly manned from the mountains of La Creuze, He, it seems, 
had been at least ten years a resident in Pans, and of course knew 
as little of his distant department as the department did of him ; but 
he was president of a club chiefly com|X)sed of men of his own 
calling, and the Socialist Committee thought his name and trade 
would be popular in liie quarries of La Creuze, and Citizen 
Nadaud has been accordingly elected representative of the people 
for that ilepariment. Nadaud may be an honest and intelligent 
man, and superior perhaps to many of his more lettered colleagues ^ 
but exquovis Ugno non fit Mercurius — iliere must be for any trade, 
and a forlioti lor the higher duties of society, some kind of pre- 
paration and experience. Who would employ Nadaud as a cook, 
a coachman, or even a clerk ? Would he himself not laugh if 
M. Dupin or M. Thiers were to offer to take the chisel and mallet 
out of bis hands ? * 

We should have attached little importance to the accidental 
choice of an inferior person popular in his own locality ; there 

* We read in the journals that the pr<Q9l of a new Provisional Government waa 
fbundin the papers of the insurgents or the I3th of June, in which Boichot, Rattier, 
•Ad Nadaud ilgute as members of M, Ledru-RoHiu'a oo&iV/. This seema mofedible, 

are 




284 


Dcmocracjf. 


are many such in this Assembly, as there were in the last, 
no belter than Madame Paturofs miller ; but it becomes si^rni- 
ficant of a deeper evil when, as in the cases we have mentioned, 
it proves tlie power of clubs and cliques to impose, under the 
colour of universal suffrage, their choice upon the nation. We have 
no great admiration for the political conduct of M. Thiers ; 
but we have still less approbation for a mode of election which 
has rejected him to install Boichot and Rattier — Boichot being 
the fourth^ and M. Thiers the forty-fifth on the poll of the me- 
tropolis of France ! It may be said that, on the whf)le, the 
majority of the Assembly is respectable, and comprises men who 
would have been returned even by the most select suffrage; and 
that the predominance of the Moderates over the Red Repub- 
licans by above two to one is satisfactory. Yes, for the present 
— but not so, perhaps, for the future. In the first place, there 
are many of the majority who, though not absolutely Redy are 
little likely to preserve the character of Moderates when pressed 
by popular impulse. We have abundant evidence of the ten- 
dencies of such assemblies to degenerate into violence. In the 
first Legislative Assembly, 1791, the Moderates were in about 
the same proportion as in the present. In the great trial of 
strength on the accusation of La Fayette, 8th August, 1792, they 
were 446 to 224. This Conservative vote produced the Tenth 
of August ; and on the 11th of August the same Assembly pro- 
claimed unanimously the suspension of the Constitution and the 
deposition of the King. Even in the Convention itself there was 
a Moderate party, and pretty much in the same proportions ; 
on the 24th of April the Moderates, then called Girondins, 
carried a decree of accusation against Marat, 220 to 92; and 
on the 16lh of May, 1793, the Girondins carried their President 
against the Montagnard candidate, 202 to 132 ; these Moderate, 
t^ery moderate, successes, exasperated the Mountain — the tumults 
of the 31st of May terrified even the Convention ; and on the 
2nd of June the thirty-two leaders of the Girondins were, without 
a division, committed to prison — the first step to the scaffold ! 
Even in the late Assembly we saw the same gradual progress 
to the triumph of disorder. The vote of accusation against Louis 
Blanc for his share in the revolt of June was carried by 504 to 
252 ; yet that same Assembly before its close passed several votes 
obviously calculated to unnerve and disarm the Government, 

To these short notes of the internal and inevitable deterioration 
of these democratic assemblies, let us add a memorandum of some 
of their external trials. The Constitution of 1791 and its Legis- 
lative Assembly vanished in the revolt and massacre of the Tenth 
of August, 1792. The terrible Convention itself was stormed and 

expelled 
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expelled by the revolt and massacre of the 2 Prairial, 1795 ; and it 
closed with the revolt and massacre of the 14 Vendhniaire. The two 
Legislative Councils that succeeded it were invaded, expelled, and 
decimated by the 18 Fructidor, 1797, and at last dissolved with the 
democratic Constitution by the bayonets of the 18 Brumaire. A 
long interval of order, produced and preserved by military force, 
ensued ; but in July, 1830, the Democracy, resuming its power, 
dissolved the Kepresentativc Assembly; and the Revolution of 
February, in which the Democracy has had its own full and 
free action, has been a repetition within a few months of the most 
violent of the * Jour nees^ we have just enumerated. We before 
showed (Q. R., vol.lxxxii., p, 565) Uie miraculous resemblance of 
the Twenty-fourth of February to the Tenth of August. The 
2 Prah'ial wtis re-enacted on the 18th of May, 1848. The days of 
Vendemiairey which accidentally raised Buonaparte into notice and 
command, were very similar in their object and their results to 
the days of June, 1848, in which Cavaigiiac was called by a like 
accident to play, and did play, the exact counterpart of Napoleon 
on the former occasion ; and as Buonaparte eventually effaced and 
deposed Barras, who had brought him forward, so Cavaignac at 
once effaced and deposed his patron Lamartine. Here, en attendant, 
our parallel pauses; but we think that historical experience justi- 
fies us in putting no faith in the stability of the present demo- 
cratic Republic, even if it were not additionally weakened by the 
moral infection of Socialism. 

Let us now consider the influence of these examples, and above 
all of these principles of Democracy amongst ourselves. 

The example, ns far as it has gone, has been salutary. If the 
mob triumph of February gave a new stimulus and bolder hopes 
to our Chartists, all the subsequent events must have tended to 
discourage any amongst them who are endowed with common 
sense or foresight, while they have certainly awakened the count|Y 
at large to the danger of such tumultuary demonstrations as wlm 
— almost simultaneously in April, 1848 — exhibited in the Champ 
de Mars and attempted on Kennington Common. Butw'C do not 
think that this country is sufficiently aware of, or alive to, the real 
cause or depth of the evil that menaces our constitution, nor of the 
means by which it is to be effectually resisted. It is not from 
aggressive tumult that we apprehend any direct peril to our instiia- 
tions. Such attempts might renew the scenes of London in 1760, 
or of Bristol, Nottingham, Manchester, and a few other places, 
which in our own times have suffered deplorable, though partial 
and momentary, inflictions of fire and sword — but these are mere 
superficial symptoms of, and sometimes in factjpreservaiives from, 
the real danger^namely, the iheories of democracy inti^uced into 
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our practical svstem by the pressure of what is miscalletl by faith- 
less, or mistaken by timid, ministers for, public opinion. We have 
shown in the former part of this paper that our old constitution 
carefully guarded against anything like the predominance of nu- 
merical, that is physical, force; but for sixty or seventy years past, 
and particularly within the last five-and-twenty, the new theory 
that numbers was the original and is the only legitimate basis of 
representation has been gaining ground, sometimes slowly and 
silently, sometimes loudly and rapidly, and has exercised, as all 
must allow, a very alterative influence on our institutions. ‘ Abstract 
principles,’ says Mr. Burke, in arguing against a repeal of the 
Test Act, 2nd March, 1790, ‘ 1 never liked — 1 detested them when 
a boy, and like them no better in my silver hairs. Abstract prin- 
ciples of natural right, which the Dissenters rest on as their strong- 
hold, are idle, useless, and dangerous — they supersede society and 
break asunder all those bonds which for ayes had foj'med the happiness 
of mankind! That is the true philosophy of the case — an appeal 
to what are called abstract principles is an attempt to force man- 
kind back again to a state of disorder and barbarism frriin which 
experience and the restraints and obligations of political and 
domestic society had gradually redeemed us. 

This abstract principle of numerical representation was first, 
we believe, seriously advanced towards the close of the American 
war, by the very able but very factious Opposition of that day, in 
the shape of more frequent parliaments and a broader representa- 
tion of the people. Then began the organization of certain 
popular associations, who, assuming that the old parliament did 
not, as some said sufficiently ^ and as others insisted at all^ repre- 
sent the people — because it did not represent them numerically, 
— arrogated to themselves the mission of redressing the injured 
balance of the constitution and of bringing the power of numbers 
|p weigh on the decision of public questions. But strange to say, 
and unfortunately^ as we do not hesitate to add, this scheme of 
Parliamentary Reform never met much attention nor any favour 
with the public at large. It slumbered till the French Revolu- 
tion, when it was again revived, factiously but feebly, and almost 
exclusively amongst the Dissenters. But it was extinguished 
almost as soon as revived, and the sound good sense of the country, 
resUng on the experience of our whole historical and political 
existence, showed a strong disinclination tt» change its ancient 
and wiill-working (even if anomalous) system of representation. 

We have called this indifference unfortunate, which may seem 
a strange epithet from our pen ; our explanation is this. The 
distaste of the sou^d portion of the country to any parliamentfiy 
reform — their just appreciation of the advantages of the existing 

system. 
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system, and their aversion to make experiments in so vita] a matter, 
encourapfed the Opposition of the day to take it up and press it 
as’ a topic plausible and popular for electioneering purposes with 
the middle and lower classes, but which never could grow into 
a real embarrassment. ‘ These popular bills/ says Horace Wal- 
pole to Conway, speaking of a place bill when they were both 
in factious opposition — ‘ these popular bills are never really pro- 
posed but as an engine of party, and not as a pledge for the 
realization of any such extravagant ideas/ So thought and 
acted all subsequent Oppositions. They took up Parliamentary 
Reform as a safe stalking-horse on which they might vapour 
away without the risk of being, if they should get into power, 
called upon to fulfil^thcir pledges. Sheridan, who supported 
it in public, laughed, we know, in private at what he, and 
we suppose the other heads of his party, considered an imprac* 
ticable vision — a tub to the whale — and accordingly, when Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Grey, who ha<l been the early leaders of the ques- 
tion, came into office in 1806, parliamentary reform was utterly 
unthought of by them, or even — which is perhaps more notice- 
able — by their opponents ; they neither in the slightest degree 
remembered their reform pledges, nor were they so much as 
taunted with forgetting them ; and for five-and- twenty years, till 
the return of the Whigs to office in 1830, there was no serious 
feeling in the (*ountry about parliamentary reform. It was 
sho\^n in the debates on the Reform Bill, that the public mind, 
as indicated by petitions, never had been more indifferent on the 
subject than at that very time. 

But the system of extra-legal —if not, as we think, illegal — com- 
binations had been exercising itself in other directions. 'Phe Irish 
associations had alarmed the Government in 1793 into the demo- 
cratic extension of the electoral franchise to the lowest class* of 
Roman Catholics, while the same Government persisted in d^ 
nying to the higher orders the privilege of being elected ; and, 
after a long series of sedition and rebellion, those same associa- 
tions, acting under a variety of shapes and names — we cannot call 
them djisguises — succeeded in inflicting upon us another great 
democratic influence by the Roman Catholic emancipation, of 
1829. This, though so nominally restricted as not to look like a 
direct introduction of the mere numerical principle, was so in fact. 
The Roman Catholic members may be almost considered as being 
the representatives of mere numbers — with very little regatd to 
fetation or property. And this grand step of concession^ w^hich we 
were told was to quiet, only provoked and spread a hotter and 
wider agitation — ^until at length the direct andk undisguised power 
of numbm, as at Lismore, Tara, Mailaghmast, &e., was dis- 
played 
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plajed to bully the Legislature into still more decisive subuiis* 
sions to the democracy. 

While this was going on in Ireland, the English Democrats 
were not altogether idle. We had the great Manchester dis- 
turbances and a strong seditious and insurrectionary movement 
throughout the manufacturing districts. But there was still 
enough of the ancient constitutional spirit alive in the country 
and in Parliament to resist these demonstrations, till the triumph 
of French democracy in the July Revolution — following so close 
on the inroad on our own constitution by the emancipation of 1829 
— once more brought Lord Grey and the Whigs into power. But 
although those who had hitherto supported reform were predomi- 
nant in that administration, we believed, and we do still believe, 
there would have been no serious wish to awaken the dormant 
question of reform, at least not to any very mischievous extent, if the 
failure of their budget, and the general suspicion and unpopularity 
with which they were received, had not driven them to strike a bold 
stroke that should at once rally and inspirit their friends, defeat, 
and as they hoped annihilate, their adversaries, and give them 
a tenure of place more permanent than they could ever have had 
under the existing distribution of political P'^cr. They then threw 
themselves at once into the arms of the dcm^racy, ancl introduced 
a reform, in which, for the first time in the annals of Europe, 
numbers were introduced as the ruling principle of representa- 
tion. Not, we admit, as the sole principle — for there were still 
some measures, both public and private, to be kept. The 
country, mad as the ministers had endeavoured to make it, 
was still nut prepared for a total revolution. It was also in- 
dispensable that my Lord Fitzwilliam’s influence at Malton, 
and Lord Carlisle’s at Morpeth, and the Duke of Bedford’s at 
Tavistock, and a dozen other Whig boroughs — as rotten — so it 
was the fashion to call them — as any of their kind, should be 
preserved ; and this could not be accomplished without sparing 
some Tory boroughs of undeniably superior^ consequence/ The 
most extraordinary frauds and juggles were, moreover, perpetrated 
to maintain, and in many cases to create. Whig interests in carving 
out .jhe new or amended franchises and the new divisrons and 
bbundaries of counties and boroughs; and by these fortunate 
frauds and lucky knaveries the country was saved from the full, 
or at least the imme<liate development of the democratic ppn<» 
ciple. Enough, however, was done to alter, not indeed the outward 
forms, but the real springs and internal movements of the political 
machine* We had in truth, the moment that Bill passed, made 
a ve^ near approach to being, what the Royalty of the Barricades 
professed ip be, 'a Republic under monarchical forms/ 
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Let us here pause a inoinent to confess that the Wlijgs are 
not to be exclusively blamed for this result. The Tories had, 
in their fear of change, neglected to open a great safety-valve 
twice over ready to their hands — when they refused to transfer 
the franchise of the delinquent boroughs of Grainpound in 
1820, and of Kast Retford and Penvyn in 1828, to Man- 
chester, Rirrningliairi. and Leeds. It is well, though not gene- 
rally known, that this transfer was — in ail lliose successive 
cases — j>ressed on the Tory Ministers by friends of their own, 
who afterwards took the most decided part against the Re- 
form Bill of 1832, and that its rejection was chiefly deter- 
mined by influences that afterwards lent themselves to accom- 
plish the wholesale reform which they had refused to avert by 
so small and safe a concession. Tiiis was as irrational as it 
was unfortunate. It must be admitted, without reference to the 
claims of mere population, that it was an anomaly that those 
great towns, swelling wdtli largo interests peculiarly their owm, 
should not be directly represented ; — and when the opportunities 
occurred — not of introducing any new j)rinciple — not of arbi- 
trarily extending the number of the House of Commons — not of 
disfranchising an innocent boiough to make ay for them — but of 
transferring tlic franchise from a borough extinguished for its ow'n 
delinquencies — and whose place in the representation must be 
filled up — to a borough wliich had grown into commanding con- 
sequence — when, wc say, such an opportunity occuired, it was 
the height of obstinacy and folly to persist in what ■Nvas really a 
disturbance of the representative balance, namely, the transfer- 
ring a borouyh representation — not to another borough where it 
was required, but to a county where it was not wanted. 

The same injustice, absurdity, and unconstitutionality wag 
repeated in the case of East Retford in 1830, which again 
divided the ConservaliAe party, and gave the Whigs the oppor- 
tunity and an excujie^ for that extravagant ineasiiie, by the prin- 
ciples of which they perverted Reform into Revolution, and by 
the details of which they most elaborately contrived to increase the 
influence of their own individual followers, and to secure (as they 
hoped) the permanent predominance of their party. Never before, 
we believe, was there attempted so unblushing a system of favour- 
itism, not to say fraud, as the schedules of the Reform Bill pre- 
stoted ; and yet it is, as wc have said, to its jobs and inconsistencies 
that a ministry of any party is chiefly indebted for the pow er, 
inadequate and cramped as it is, of carrying on the Queen's 
Government. 

The power of the Crown in the choice of its minist^p, alivays 
subjected to the approbation of Parliament, becomes of cours 
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more precarious as the House of Commons becomes more demo- 
cratic ; — but now to the difficulty of obtaining the confidence of the 
House collectively is added the embarrassment of being subjected 
to the caprice of individual constituencies. The Reform Bill has 
limited to a most inconvenient extent the kind of appeal which, 
under the old system, successively protected Fox and Burke, 
Wyndham and Sheridan, Castlereagh and Canning, Tierney 
and Grey, Petty and Peel, from the ostracism of a temporary 
or local unpopularity — against a popular squall, they found the 
safe harbour of some close borough under their lee. That re- 
source has been so restricted that we have lately seen men of 
acknowledged fitness and capacity, nay, of distinguished talents, 
forced out of office by the caprice of electors whom they themselves 
had contributed to invest with powers so ill exercised ; nay, we 
have seen the still greater anomaly of Ministers of high rank and 
character unable to obtain a seat in the House of Commons, 
and reduced to the humiliating, and we will say unconstitutional 
position of being excluded from the great council of the nation 
by the very fact of being called to the official council of the 
sovereign. It follows that a Minister, thus depending not on the 
Crown for place or favour, but for bis political existence on a 
popular constituency, is not his own master, and is forced, under 
penalty of banishment from public life, to make or keep ‘ friends 
with the Mammon of unrighteousness,' whatever varying shape 
the tempter may assume. Can any one doubt that Lord John 
Russell’s return for the City of London produced the .Jew 
Bill? — not in itself a popular measure, though tending to the 
general progress of innovation and general growth of democracy, 
but adopted because, in a close balance of party, it secured a 
third interest just sufficient to turn the scale ; for that petty object 
the Prime Minister of the Crown endeavoured to unchristianise 
the Constitution ! 

But it is not on Ministers alone that thjp absolute and irre- 
mediable dependence on the favour of the democracy operates 
so mischievously. Ministers are the most prominent personages 
of a party — and there are still many seats which the heads of 
a party can influence ; gentlemen therefore of sufficient import- 
•ance to become ministers have several chances and many ways 
of finding seats, which ordinary members c^annot hope for, who 
of course become more and more the mere clients of their 
constituents. In a debate on Parliamentary Reform (some years 
before the Reform Bill), Sir Francis Durdett in one part of bis 
argument confessed that, although be bad been returned for great 
popular constituencies^ Westminster and Middlesex~be had 
never felt himself so independent as when, in his early days, he 
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sat for Boroughbridge. We doubt whether any one of the 
populous boroughs created by the Reform Bill would tolerate in 
its members a real independence of thought and action. The 
recent retreat of Mr. Ward from the borough of Sheffield, and 
the candid and curious address in which he accounted for that 
step, is a remarkable exemplification and corroboration of our 
statement. Every one who observes closely the proceedings 
of individual members is well aware of the unconstitutional 
thraldom in which many of them are held by their constituencies. 
We are not here renewing the general argument as to the use 
and abuse of close boroughs — we only note how much the reduc- 
tion of their number has added to the subserviency of public men 
to democratic influence. 

One of the advantages promised by the advocates of the 
Reform Bill was, that it would put an end to the illegal asso- 
ciations and other popular demonstrations which, as was alleged, 
only arose out of, and were irregular compensations for, the 
injustice of the old system of representation ; and that, when 
Manchester and Birmingham had legitimate organs in the 
legislature, the voice of seditious agitation would be no longer 
heard. Has such been the result ? I lave not, on the contrary, the 
excitement on public questions, the demonstrations in populous 
districts, the riots, the disturbance, the whole system of agitation 
’ — that is ijitimidation — become much more constant and auda- 
cious, and especially in the very districts to which the pretended 
panacea of representation had been applied — Birmingham. Man- 
chester, Stockport, &c, ? Has not agitation become a kind of 
chronic fever among us of the same kind as that w hich assumes 
an acute character in France under the form of imeutes ? They 
are both the heavings of the democratic deep. Our better found 
ship and more experienced crew still manage to keep the sea in 
comparative safety, while our neighbours, less practised in the 
exercise of popular rights, are on the breakers. Lot us endeavour 
to profit by their expferience, and let us hope that we in return 
may hold out to them the signal of a safer course. 

After the great stride, or rather leap, of the Reform Bill, every 
year's legislation has added something to the democratical influence 
—^witness the Municipal Corporations Acts, the various measures# 
relating to the Church, and a general current of legislation 
relaxing and sometimes abolishing several of the minor restrictions 
by which the action of the Democracy had been checked. But the 
most retnarkable was the success of the Anti* Corn- Law League: 
— triumph^not of reason, nor of real popular opinion, nor even 
of numbers (for the vast majority of the country were gainst it), 
and, least of all, of * the imadon\^ eloquence Richard Cobdm,*^ to 
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i^hich it was ostentatiously attributed — but of the agitation of a 
few demagogues acting on that over-sensitive and morbidly pru- 
dent temper which renders the great experience, the unrivalled 
capacity, and the spotless personal integrity of Sir Robert Peel 
worse than useless to his country in seasons of didiculty and 
trial. He thought, no doubt, that he was justified in yielding 
to a strong public feeling; but he mistook essentially both the 
strength and direction of that feeling. Sir Robert Peel was 
reproached with having chcerod Mr. Cobden’s celebrated de- 
claration that the toicm would govern the country. Sir Robert, 
we believe (or some of his friends), denied the cheer ; but it 
cannot be denied that his measures were in accordance with 
Mr. Cobden’s doctrine — that the landed interest was sacri- 
ficed, not even to tlie manufacturing interest, but to the clamour 
of a few revoluticinary agitators whose immediate object may have 
been the low ering of their workmen's Avages, but whose ultimate 
design was — as for all jiractical purposes it has turned out to be — • 
another triumph of the democracy. It added, indeed, lor the 
moment no direct political weight to democracy ; it did not extend 
the franchise; it created no immediate accession of popular 
power ; but it was a great victory over the aristocracy, and became 
a presage and a pledge of still greater triumjihs. 

We have already stated, but we cannot too often nor too 
earnestly inculcate, that the great question which agitates society in 
this country — disguise itsell how it may — is the struggle— not be- 
tween Democracy and Monarchy, nor between Democracy and 
Aristocracy, but between Democracy and PROrKRTV. Tliere is 
nothing else really and hona Jide in debate or contest. This is 
avowed with a kind of involuntary candour in the introduction to 
the People's Charter ^ cas it is called. 7'hc proposed objects of 
this association are ; I. Universal suffrage; 2. No properly quali- 
fication ; 3. Annual parliaments; 4. lilqual representation of 
electoral districts; 6. Payment of members; 6. Vote by ballot; 
— but the one real object of all these provisoes is thus summed 
up in the Preface to the Charter: — 

• In conclusion, wc think that no unprejii(lice<I man can reflect on 
the present unjust and exclusive state of the franchise, — where property^ 
however unjustly acquired^ is possessed of rights, that knowledge the 
roost extensive, and conduct the roost exemplary, fail to attain — can 
witness the demoralizing influence of wealth in the legislature— the 
bribery, perjury, tumults, and disorders attendant on the present mode 
of elections — but must admit that the object contemplated is wortliy of 
the task we have imposed upon ourselvesi however we may have fallen 
short in providing an efficient remedy/ 

The ^ worthy object/ tberefore^and the only object of ibis 
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association— and of the whole mass of Chartists, Socialists, Radi- 
cal Reformers, or whatever else they may call themselves — is to 
abrogate ‘ the demoralizing injlmmc of wealthy and ‘ the rights 
of property f in other and hardly plainer words, to establish a 
general principle of communism, spoliation, plunder, and anar- 
chy. 

Now, without wasting our time in commonplaces, we may 
assume the assent of our readers to the broad iact that Property 
is the foundation of all government, and Landed Property the 
foundation of all property; and therefore it is that with a natural 
instinct, as the wolf attacks the fold, all revolutionists attack 
landed property. It was the landed interest that the League 
attacked ; it was the landed interest that was sacrificed to the 
League. The advocates of that sacrifice would persuade us 
that it was a safety-valve — a concession that enftiled us to resist 
the example of the February revolution — sucli a safety-valve, 
they perhaps may tell us, as we ourselves would ha\e opened in 
the cases of Grainpound and FJast Retiord. Rut the cases are 
diflerent in all their essentials. The necessity for a clecision one 
way or the other in the case ol the boroughs was imperative ; and 
the transfer to Leeds and Manchester would have been the most 
limited, as well as the most constitutional solution of the unavoid- 
able difficulty that the circumstances allowed, and would have 
stopped, instead of opening, an indefinite principle ot change, 
Wlule, on the other hand, "we believe that the humiliating sur- 
render to seditious dictation and menace of the most matured opi- 
nions ami the most solemn pledges by which any statesmen had 
ever bound (liemselves must, as far as it was felt abroad, have been 
a strong encouragement to the spirit ol democracy — to say nothing 
of its consequential effect on France and in Europe, by having 
recalled the firebrand policy of Lord Palmerston into action over 
the whole Continent, from Jutland to Sicily. 

Within our own country it assuredly produced mischief greater 
than any that could have been feared Iroin the example of the 
French Revolutions by so deeply wounding the character of public 
men — by lowering in public opinion the House of Lords, which 
complaisantly adopted what it noloiiously abhorred — by dissatis- 
fying and disgusting all the old hereditary friends of the mo- 
narchy— and by thus giving new life, authority, and triumph to 
the principles of democratic agitation and Socialism. It will not 
be pretendetl that the English Chartists and Socialists have been 
conciliated and converted by the repeal ol the Corn-Laws; it is 
avowed that they look upon it as a mere instalment— a step— 
towanls their own revolutionary objects ; and a long series of public 
prosecutions too clearly prove that the fever heat of seditiqp, con- 
spiracy. 
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spiracy, and treason has not gone down with the price of wheat. 
On the contrary, it is with great regret that we find ourselves 
obliged to confess that Sir Robert Peel’s unfortunate measures 
have spread a serious extent of disaffection, not to say disloyalty, 
through the agricultural classes, who — hitherto so firm to their 
duty — now believe that they have been betrayed, and who feel 
that they are ruined — a ruin which they rapidly communicate to 
the small tradesmen, and through them to the greater bodies of 
manufacturers, already themselves distressed by foreign competi- 
tion. So that of the numerous fallacies by which ‘ Free Trade’ 
has been bolstered up, that of its tendency to remove popular dis- 
content is, as we prophesied it would be, one of the first detected. 

We were exceedingly surprised to find that, at the great agri- 
cultural county meeting held at Gloucester on the 9th of June, 
tlic Karl of Duel# is reported to have said 

^ You are aware of tlie state of the Continent — there is anarchy, 
rebellion, republicanism, and everything that unhinges society. I was 
talking the other day to one of the greatest men of the times; but he 
has fallen through these revolutions — to M. Guizot, the Prime Minister 
of Louis-P]uIij)pe — I was talking to him of the tranquillity we enjoy, 
compared with other countries. M. Guizot replied, “You may say 
as you like that you have a good constitution, and that you are 
governed by equal laws — but let me tell you, if you had not removed 
that monster grievance, the corn-laws, you w'ould have been in as 
great a state of anarcliy as any other state of Europe,” You have 
here the opinion of as w ise a man as any one behind here.’ 

Now W'c think we can venture to say, that this is either a total 
misreport, or else Lord Ducie must have entirely misunderstood 
M. Guizot. M. Guizot may have said, as a great many of our 
own Conservative friends have done, that it was fortunate that at 
the moment of the general explosion throughout Europe there 
happened to be no irritating question afloat — no pretext for in- 
surrectionary movement then existing amongst us; and so we 
ourselves may have thought ; but not with any reference to the 
Corn Laws. There would, we believe, have been just tli6 same 
or perhaps a more real tranquillity if the Corn Laws liad not 
been repealed. The accidental good fortune of our position was 
quite of another character. The true cause of the absence of any 
irritating question was simply that the Whigs were in office and 
the Conservatives in opposition. Agitation is a Whig trade, for 
which they have long possessed an organized machinery that they 
can work or stop at pleasure ; and, of course when they reach 
their terminus in Downing-strect, they let oflF the steam. And 
this is the secret of the difference which has been observed be- 
tween^ the apparent satisfaction of the country under Whig and 
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Tory administrations. In the great demonstration of 200,000 
special constables on the 10th of April, 1848, one phrase, uttered 
as a pleasantry but of serious import, ran like wildfire through the 
crowd from Hyde Park to Whitechapel : — ' Hoio fortunate that 
Lord John Russell is in Downing Street ; he ivould else have been 
on Kennington Common!' In this sense only of bringing the 
Whigs into office did the repeal of the Corn Laws conduce even 
to the appearance of public tranquillity. 

But it is quite impossible that M. Guizot could have spoken 
abstractedly of the Corn Laws even as impolitic, much less as 
a grievance — monster grievance' — for we have his own full and 
uninistakcable declarations in the very opposite direction ; and 
it would require very clear evidence indeed tf) make us class him 
among those Slatesmen whose firmness of opinion is in the inverse 
ratio to the strength of their language, and evmn to the deliberate 
tenor of their acts. He had not only approved, maintained, and 
left behind him in France a system of agricultural protection bor- 
rowed from and exactly similar to ours — a sliding scale of corn- 
duties nearly equivalent in amount and identical in operation — but 
he had, at the very time when our contest with the League was 
at the highest, defended the protective system both in France 
and England in the most unequivocal manner : — 

^ It is my conviction that the Conservative principle should be 
applied to internal industry and commerce as to all other great 
social interests. Those liraiiches of industry and commcM'ce which have 
hitlierto enjoyed protection should not be exposed to the precarious 
and injurious effects of foreign competition. On the contrary, I repeat 
that the Conservative jirinciple should j)arliciilarly protect internal 
industry. I entirely adopt that principle— every wise Government 
practises it. You have before your eyes at this inonicnt a grand 
example of the application of this principle. Yon see a great neigh- 
bouring State applying this Conservatire principle to the maintenance 
of its Com-Laws by a protertionisMariff much higher than our own* 
^Speech in the Chamber of Deputies, 23 March, 184o. 

And a few days after he repeated the same doctrine on the subject 
of live stock — 

* I maintain the existing system of protecting duties in favour of 
home-bred cattle. 1 have always supported it both in principle and 
practice, and I maintain it not merely for tlie interest of the breeder, 
but for that also of the consuiner, and for the still more important in- 
terests of agriculture in general." — Speech, 31 March. 

Having been induced by this occasion to look into a collection 
of M. Guiaot’s speeches while Minister, it would be unjust not 
to express our high and indeed unmixed approbation of the sound 
pttnciples on all subjects foreign and domestic which pervade 
themi and our admiration of the lucidity, dignity, and spirit 
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ntid eloq^uence of his style. His defence of his policy on various 
occasions on which he was attacked is, in our judgment, always 
victorious, and his speeches in general have this peculiarity, — 
that though he strenuously maintains, of course, what he considers 
the special interests of France, he never seems to forget what is due 
to the interests and feelings of the great European family. But 
what we have quoted is not all that we ran produce in opposition 
to Lord Dude’s misunderstanding of M. Guizot’s opinions. In the 
very work before us ]M. Guizot has specifically and emphatically 
designated and delended the lauded interest as the first element of 
order and good government in a state, and as being therefore the 
chief object ol the attacks, direct and indirect, of the Democrficy : — 
* It may be conrideiitly predicted that if. as I liope, social order 
triumphs over its insane or depraved enemies, the attacks of which 
landed property is 1 * 0 \v the object, and the dangers with which it is 
threatened, will, in the end, enhance its preponderance in society.’ — 
pp. 41, 42. 

This sufficiently points out who arc the friends and who are 
the enemies of the Landed Interest in France, and they are just 
the corresponding parties in England. j\l. Guizot adds nn 
eloquent and sagacious development of the political and moral 
causes of this predominance of the landed interest in society, 
which are as well worth consideration here as in France: — 

‘Whence arises this jireponderance ? Is it merely because, of all 
sorte of property, laud is the, iiio>»t secure, the least variable ;-~that 
wdiich best resists the perturbations, and survives the calamities of 
society ? 

‘ This motive, though real, pow'erful, and obvioirs, is far from being 
the only one. There are other motives, or rather we may call them 
deep-seated instincts, whose empire over man is gre<it, even when he 
is unconscious of it. Tlj(\se secure the social preponderance of landeil 
property, or re.store it w Iieii transiently shaken or enfeebled. Among 
these instincts two aj)pear to me^hc nio.st powerful; it will be siiffi- 
cient to indicate them, for an attempt to fathom tlieir depths would 
carry me too far. 

^Moveable property, or capital, may procure a man all the ad- 
vantages of wealth; but property in lai»d gives him much more than 
this. It gives liiin a place in tlie domain of the world — it unites his 
life to the life which animates all creation. Money is an instrument 
by which man can procure llie .satisfactioq of his want» and liis wishes. 
Landed property is tlie establishment of man as sovereign in the midst 
of nature. It satisfies not only ids wants and his desires, but tastes 
deeply implanted in his nature. For his family, it creates that domestic 
country called home, wdth all the living sympathies and all the future 
hopes and projects which people it. Aiid whilst property in land is 
more consonant than any other to the nature of man, it also affords’ a 
field of activity the most favourable to \m moral development, tlie 
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most suited to inspire a just sentiment of his nature and his powers^ 
In almost all the other trade? or professions, whether commercial or 
scientific, success appears to depend solely on himself — on his talents, 
address, prudence, and vigilance. In agricultural life, man is constantly 
in the presence of God, and of his power. Activity, talents, prudence 
and vigilance are as necessary here as elsewhere to the success of his 
labours, but they are evidently no less insufficient than they are neces- 
sary. It is God who rules the seasons and tlie temperature, the sun 
and the rain, and all those phenomena of nature which determine the 
success or the failure of the labours of man on the soil which he culti- 
vates. There is no pride wdiieh can resist this dependence, no address 
w hicli can escape it. Nor is it only a sentiment of Iiumility as to his 
powder over his own destiny which is tluis inculcated upon man; he 
learns also tranquillity and patience, lie cannot Hatter himself that 
the most ingenious inventions or the most restless activity will ensure 
his success ; when he has done all tliat depends upon liim for the culti- 
vation and the fertilization of liie soil, lie must wait with resignation. 
The more jirofoundly we examine the situation in which man is placed 
by the posset«i>it)n and eultivation of the soil, the more do we di^cover 
how rich it is in salutary lessons to Ids reason, and benign influences 
on his cliaracter. Men do not analyze these fact>, but they have an 
instinctive sentiment of them, wliieh powerfully contributes to that 
peculiar respect in which they hold property in land, and to the pre- 
ponderance wliich that kind of property enjoys over every other. This 
preponderance is a natural, legitimate, and salutary fact, which, espe- 
cially ill a great country, society at large has a strong interest in 
recognising and respecring.’ — pp. 42-44. 

Yes, no doubt ; to make or to keep a country happy and great 
— to give its government strength and stability — to insure to its 
people comfort and independence — the fust requisite is the secu- 
rity and prosperity of the landed interests. Wc admit, therefore, 
the consistency and logic of the Chartists and Socialists in their 
special hostility to that kind of property, and, above all, to its 
liereditary character; but wc confess we should have been 
utterly at a loss to account for the zeal with which the higher 
class of Whigs — formerly peculiar champions of the landed 
interest — ^and such men as Sir Robert Peel and his friends, 
men of large estates as well as superior understanding, have 
joined in this crusade against propeity, and especially the 
species of property in which they have the most stake, if did 
not recollect, as to the former, Mr. Burke’s sagacious anatomy of 
the motives of a Jacobin Duke, and as to the latter, Tacituses 
deep probing of the human heart — ^ Proprium humani ingenii est 
odiise guem Iceseria and if the political history of our country 
did not afford but too many instances of .ll^e almost incredible 
degree in which party zeal or personal pique will blind men nqt 
merely to their duties, but their interests* It would be irksome 
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and idle to attempt to recapitulate all the obloquy and injury, 
direct and indirect, which those two parties have united in heaping 
on the landed interest ever since the day on which they began the 
ignoble rivalry of jockeying each other, by trying who should 
first and fastest abjure their principles and forfeit their pledges. 
The facts arc before the world — they are read in every day’s 
debate — they are seen in every country market — they are felt in 
every agricultural family in the kingdom — they are extending 
themselves into the manufactories — and will rapidly and inevit- 
ably spread their baneful influence over all the interests of the 
empire. Nothing can her in health if the land is sick. 

Do we believe that the gentlemen who pursue these courses can 
desire an agrarian or Socialist revolution? Certainly not — none 
of them at least that arc sane and solvent ; but having un- 
happi]5f' the double error of sacrificing their better judg- 

ments to the democratic agitation of the League, and of trying 
to excuse that weakness by a pretence manifestly false, they 
fancy their error will look more rcsjiectable in the guise of 
a principle — and so have taken up the dogma of free trade, of 
which we do not recollect to have heard a syllable in the first 
stages of the corn-law discussions. Such, at least, is the only 
intelligible (though not very excusable) motive that we can assign 
for their conduct, taken as a whole. How else can we account 
for their proceedings on the sugar and all other colonial questions^ 
and, above all, on the repeal of the navigation laws?— a measure 
which seems to us at once the most wanton and the most fatal of 
all the extravagances of our modern philosophy. Five years ago 
there was not a statesman — ;no, not any man in England — who 
doubted that there were two main pillars on which the internal 
prosperity and external safety of our country rested — the Landed 
and the Shij)ping Interests. They are both sacrificed to the 
Moloch of Free Trade. Few men had a more sagacious genius, 
and no man ever examined with a more practical and searching 
eye our national strength or weakness, than Buonaparte, and he, 
in a candid burst of vexation, confessed that the ' S/iipa, Colonies, 
and Commerce^ of England were too strong for him— even when he 
was Europe I They had been from the dawn of our modern policy 
nursed and protected by a fostering, nay, a jealous legislation^in 
which every considerable statesman that England has produced, 
from Cromwell even to Huskisson, was anxious, as a good patriot, 
to claim a successive share. It has been swept away ; and even the 
British seas, like the British soil, have been abandoned to foreign 
competition, as it i|..^alled, but in truth to foreign monopoly. 
How can any man iif his senses suppose that England«*-^wiih her 
dense population and proportionate establishments— her enormous 
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debt — her taxes and rates — the habits of living and scale of wages of 
her working classes — can successfully contend with countries where 
such burdens hardly exist — the markets of Guildford or Uxbridge 
with Elbing and Odessa^ or the building-slips of Hull and Sun- 
derland with Drontheim and Goltenburg? We have seen within 
these few days a letter from an intelligent and respectable Norwe- 
gian gentleman, which says, " As a good patriot, I am rejoiced at 
the repeal of your navigation lawsy so much to our advantage; but 
I own I do not understand what has induced you to be so liberal.^ 
And we know of more than one letter of advice from the United 
States to British correspondents, expressing the same pleasure 
and surprise — hut adding, ‘ You must not think that we shall be 
so mad as to follow your example.' 

All these measures are linked together, and are all corollaries 
of that most revolutionary proposition which escaped #om Sir 
Robert Peel’s lips in, we willingly believe, a moment of personal 
irritation, but which he since seems to have adopted as the prin- 
ciple of his policy — that the food of the labourer should be ex- 
empted from taxation. Louis Blanc never advanced a more 
mischievous, or, let us add, a more absurd proposition. See 
how it is to work. Let us begin with the case of corn. 7'he 
import duty is first removed. It was in vain pleaded that by 
the sliding scale the duty vanished just as corn grew dear ; no 
matter — the principle is that the labourer’s food is not, in any 
case or under any condition, to be taxed — and the whole duly was 
repealed. But the duty was but one item of charge — the differ- 
ence of freight between a British and a foreign ship was another 
—that must be repealed also — ;So down with the Navigation 
Laws ! But the inexorable principle is still unsatisfied — there 
arc other taxes which affect homegrown corn much more hea- 
vily than freight does the imported article — tithes — rales of all 
kinds — turnpikes — tolls — land-tax — (the Socialist would add refit) 
are not these just as much taxation on the quarter of wheat 
brought to market as freight is ? — what is to be done with them 7 
But we must go still further. Malt is food — sugar is food — tea is 
food ; are all these duties to be repealed 7 Yes, say the Demo- 
crats — all 1 and under the principle stated, such a result cannot 
be resisted. The labourer will have thus attained the Utopia of 
cheap food. But as food must be bought by labour, and as b con- 
verso labour is, and ever must, be estimated by the pric^ of food 
^cheapfood is but another phrase for cheap labour — and there- 
fore the labourer, after the first fluctuation had subsided, w^ould 
be, at best, just where be was ; if his d|y’s labour had bought 
hinii let us say, four loaves of bread at the old rates — at the 
new rates it would still bring him four loaves, and could do 
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no more. But it would be soon found to do much less. • Unless 
we are to adopt the sponore of Cobbett, the public revenue 
derived from those repealed sources must be all (or — even with 
the pfreatest imapfinable economy — in a great part) still raised^ 
and that could only be by throwing the whole burthen on the 
other classes of society — the Elbing Letter explains the process — 
and then, if the farmer, ruined by the competition of that same 
Elbing, is unable, on the one hand, to pay the gentry their rent — 
and, on the other hand, to buy the goods of the tradesman, and if 
all these suffering classes are to be stdl further crushed with the 
^^liole weight of taxation, Ifow are they to employ the labourer? 
The English labourer, like the Irish peasant at this moment, will 
be starving in the neighbourhood of plenty — the niitaxed food may 
be cheap enough as long as the foreigner shall be indulgent, hut 
whence, under such circumstances, arc to come the wages to buy it? 
Who can contemplate without dismay the jiractical consequences 
of such a promise and of such a disappointment/ In short, this, 
like all the otlier theories of Socialist democracy, is obviously an 
‘odious and mischievous chimera;’ and yet it seems impossilile to 
deny that it has been at the bottom of all onr recent legislation; an<l 
that the only, or almost the only man in the House of Commons of 
real weight or capacity, is pledged as deeply as Louis Blanc to those 
impracticable, but not on that account less dangerous doctrines. 

Nor do we know where to look for any dray upon this down* 
ward course. The old constitutional checks of the Crown and 
the House of Lords have, we say with deep regret, lost or aban- 
doned much of their legitimate authority. It is impossible to 
speak too highly of the personal qualities of the Queen. Her 
virtues, her amiability, her good sense, her conscientious and, we 
believe, able and intelligent discharge of such of her duties as are 
personally exercised, can be known to their full extent only by 
lliose who have the honour to approach her, but they are gene* 
rally acknowledged and appreciated by the affection and respect 
of her people. ^ Of the Prince Consort, too, nothing can be justly 
said that is not in the highest degree favourable ; his accomplish- 
ments and talents, his s^jund judgment, his patronage of the arts, 
his good taite and good temper, the excellent discretion of his 
deportment in a position so difficult and delicate, and the happy 
tact with which he avoids the appearance of having less influence 
than w3uld be believed or more than would be approved, are 
altdgetber admirable. But notwithstanding all these fortunate 
and gratifying circumstances, of which the country is justly proud, 
it is undeniable that, fsom the very natufh of things, the Crown 
does not and cannot exercise that guiding and controlling ]>ower 
which the constitution supposes, ami wiiich has become even 
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more necessary than in former reigns^ since parliamentary reform 
has deprived the Crown of that unavowed but well understood 
influence which it ba<l the means of exercising in the House 
of Coininons. Her Majesty has infinitely less share in the 
choice of her ministers than the Presidents of either the Ameri- 
can or the Frencli republic: — in fact — and it is an important 
truth which cannot be concealed — she has next to none at all. 
She takes a ministry from the House of Commons more im- 
plicitly than she tcakcs a lord in wailing from her ministers. 
VVe may be told that this has been, hi some deyree, the case ever 
since the Revolution of 1688 ; and we admit it : but, in a ques- 
tion of balance, the degree is eveiy thing. In former limes we 
used to hear, under circumstances which proved the very reverse, 
that the influence of the Crowm was too great. When the House 
of Commons voted Mr. Dunning’s celebrated resolution that Mhe 
power of the Crown had increased and ought to be diminished,’ 
it practically negatived its f)v\n assertion. So, as Mr. Bright 
reminded Loul John Russell the other day, it might be argued 
that the very fact of the old House of Commons having 
passed the Rcfoim Bill proved that it was unnecessary. But, 
though Mr. Dunning's resolution that tlie j)owerof the Crow^n had 
increased, w'as as untrue in fact, as his conclusion that it ought to 
be diminished w as unsound in policy ; it is certain that the Crown 
had still a degree of iniluence in the House of Commons which 
mitigated very essentially, and yve think most usefully, the groyv- 
ing preponderance of the dcinocTaev, and helped to preserve the 
balance of the Conslitulion. That, we say, is nearly if not 
altogether gone, and the so-called servants of the Crown are 
become, in a more direct and undisguised way than they ever 
were before, the servants of the House of Commons. 

Nor is tlie House of Lords more really independent than the 
Crown. VVe do not presume to arraign their proceedings ; yve 
only record them. On several most important, most vilal, occa- 
sions, it is notorious — avoyved — that the vast majority of their 
Lonlsliips had decided and unequivocal opinions at variance yvith 
those of the ministry — the Reform Bill — the Corporation Act 
— th# Corn Laws — the Navigation Layvs — the recent Canadian 
Rebellion- Reward Bill — on these and in every other case, yvith, 
yve believe, the single exception of the Jeyv Bill, in which the 
Ministry has taken any strong interest, the Lords have stfbmitted 
to what l(H)ks very like dictation. It is always prudent to ^void ah 
extreme breach with the House of Commons when backed by some 
temporary enthusiasm of the people, but in several measures th^y 
seem to have abandoned their opinions and, as we humbly think„ 
their duties^ when the inconvenience of resistance could have 

been 
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been but very slight. We are well aware that their Lordships 
have been influenced in some late votes by a reluctance to over- 
turn the present ministry when they have no clear view of finding 
a safer. This would be, we admit, a sufficient motive — but it is 
not, we think, a full and correct view of the case. If the Opposi- 
tion were to originate any aggressive proposition — a vote of want 
of confidence, for instance — there would be a constitutional ob- 
ligation on them, if successful, to form an administration ; and 
against such a result at the present moment we ourselves, if we 
had the honour of a voice, would be inclined to exert it : but 
when the Government were the aggressors, as in the repeal of 
the Navigation Laws, and that the Opposition only took up a de- 
fensive position behintt our ancient system, we do not think that 
there would have been any more obligation on the latter to un- 
dertake the Government after defeating the anti-navigation scheme 
than there has been after the defeat of the Jew Bill; they might 
equally have left to the ministers who stirred such questions the 
whole responsibility of the results. This is an important distinc- 
tion which seems to us not to have been sufficiently considered. 
But however that may be, if does not affect our general position 
that the House of Lords, in its present temper and practice, is no 
effectual barrier to the encroachments of democracy. 

^The result of all this is that the only monarchical and aristo- 
cratical power practically remaining in the constitution is in that 
which, wilhv)ut reference to the present ins or outSy we may compre- 
hensively call the Conservative party in the House it Commons— 
that is, members. Whig as well as Tory, representing or con- 
nected with the Landed Interest — and which, if it could be united 


under a vigorous and honest ministry, would form so considerable 
a majority as to be capable perhaps of arresting, and certainly of 
retarding, the progress of democracy. Of such a union, or of any 
such effectual resistance, we confess our internal prospects arc 
not promising. Mr. Hume proposed on the 5tb of June amotion 
(similar to one made by him last year) for a further reform in 
parliament — a kind of sham fight, we think, on the part of Mr. 
Hume and Jgaost of the other principal performers, who get iu> the 
annual farOT with no real intention of embarrassing their vVhig 
friends in office — who, they know, will easily, with the aid of the 
Tories^negativc the motion — but to keep themselves alive in the 
minds of the democracy, and to keep the question alive — to be 
made a more serious use of if the Tones should come into power, 
or if any other accident should afford an Opportunity for a real 
reform ag|(ation. Lord John Bussell oh the former and on the 
late ocOhsion opposed the motion — but in a tone and by argu- 
ments which, generally speaking, gave us but little satisfaction. 

His 
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His most prominent objection seemed to be that Mr. Hume’s 
motion was in some degree a slur on his own Reform Bill, which 
he had the courage to praise as merely * a restoration of our 
ancient fiee and glorious constitution.* Mr. Bright very frankly, 
and, we must add, very logically, laughed at the constitutionality 
of Lord John's reform : he told him that his boasted bill had been 
passed by violence and was itself a cheat » 

‘ The noble lord passed the Reform Bill in a hurricane of popular 
feelmg^and without that could not hare tarried it; the Constitution 
was lielped on by brickbats (a laugh), and the caniages of noble lords 
and boil, gentlemen who opposed the bill were sniaslied as they passed 
through the towns and villages ; it was not a Constitution to boast of 
which required sucli things to give it a fillip. But, perhaps, the noble 
lord would say, the system worked wtII out of doors. From 1836, 
when the people began to feel that they liad been cheated of the in- 
fluence they expected to acquire by the Reform Bill, there had been an 
incessant movement in favour of an cxtensio7i of the suffrage.'*— (ith June, 
Mr. Bright added, that the present House 6f Commons was 
aristocratic, and represented classes, and the higher classes, only; 
and he concluded by urging that the principle of the Reform Bill 
itself, as well as policy and justice, required the further extension 
of the franchise to every adult man of the Lbiited Kingdom. To^ 
this Lord John Russell replied bv a series of arguments, identically 
the same as had been used against his own Reform Bill — that tte 
existing system, though somewhat anomalous, worked well, and 
the better for t,he anomalies; — he showed by some details of the 
gradual reduc^ton of taxation that the present House was suffi- 
ciently economical — he enumerated the various useful measures 
of legislation that had been successively passed — and, in short, 
made — with very slight variations of form, but none at all of sub- 
stance — the same defence for the House of Commons of 1849 that 
hnd been made for the House of Commons of 1829. This was 
not very consistent — nor obviously any answer either to Mr. Hume 
or Mr. Bright — quite the^everse: for the same arguments of the 
Anti-Reformers of 1830, rational as they were, had been over- 
borne by Lord John and his parly ; and if he now pronotmeed 
that the experiment had been so satisfactory, it was an addi- 
tional reason for following so good an example ; particularly as 
Lord John himself, in the midst of his defence of the present sys^ 
tern, made an admission — nay, a proposition — that, considering 
the person who makes it, alarms us more than the proposal of 
either Mr. Hume or Mr. Bright : — 

* Tliere is another difficult question witli which we are ^Ot 
called upon to deJll to-night, but to which 1 may in passing allude^ 
mean the question whether, in conformity with toe general principle of^ 
the Reform Act, which I believe to be a just principle, there mif At 

not 
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not be a greater number of persons possessing the suffrage than at prc- 
sent ; xchethei\ in fact^ the working-classes should not he admitted more 
generally to hold the suffrage ; and trheiher, in the great toxvns, in the 
counties, and in the boroughs, there should not he another khid of fran- 
chise introduced, to enable them to vote for the repi'esentatives of such 
places, (irear.) I statnl last year my opinion in favour of sucli an 
extension. 1 stated various modes in \\ldch it might be done ; but the 
honourable gentleman 1\ lio makes the ])resent ])roposition and his friends 
have ah\ays protested against any extension of tliat kind.’ — (3/A June, 

Now here — we say at oiire and without reierenre to uliat tin* 
details might be — is a (‘oiicession of the whole princij)le in debate 
— and Lord John has o\(*iset his own argiiirient, as he before did 
the ministci lal coai li ; for when, in spile ot* all the praise be 
bestows on the existing s\stem, be himselt proposes an exten- 
sion of the sufl'rag(‘, lie gi\es Messrs. Hume and Briglit their 
fTTcjf and the fpiestion becomes one merely of degree — or 
rather, we may sav, of time; for it is evident that all such 
concessions must at last end in uni\crsal sutVrage; and Lord 
John’s expedient would only delay for a time, and at bc*st hut for 
a short time, its ultimate success. But when we look to the de- 
tails by whicli Lord .John propo'^es to satisfy the cravings of 
democracy, and for which he would rc-open tlu' whole refonn 
question, we are utterly astonished — his propositions, as stated on 
the 20th of June, 1848, were — 

^ I think we might create Mune new \arieties of Suffrage, perhaps, l)y 
giving the right of voting to pei>oiih u ho had placed money in the 
savimjsdmnhs,^u{\ thus shown lh(an''el\ es to be of provident and fingal 
habits, and to men fleft(d by guiUh, that being ii proof of I lieii pos- 
sessing the C(»iiridenee of their feJlou-c///r^c;M.* — Hansard, liOth June, 
1848. 

‘ These propositions showed.' he added, ^ how unjustly he had lieen 
reproached by his Radical iiienchs wiili sl.uidiiig on tin* finality of 
the Refonn Rill.’ Now we conh-ss that two more ahsuid pro- 
positions, or less worth the risk of remodelling the con.stitution, 
we cannot conceive. We do not see how the latter <d the two 
would differ from tin? old class of freemen so ostentatiously 
abolished by the Refoim Rill ; hut llie former — the deriving 
votes from deposits in the ,^avings-banks — is too ludicrous to be 
seriously debated. What sum would suffice, and would it be the 
same sum for all ( lasses — for the workman wln^sc weekly w ages are 
thirty shillings and him who receives but thirteen ? Is tli6 sum to 
be impounded there to secure the vote, or, if taken out, what is to 
become of the franchise? and how are yoii to prevent loans and 
. bribes to create fictitious votes ? In short, it is simple nonsense. 

. And was it for such a scheme ns this that Lord John RusseU would 
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abjure the finality of his Keforin IJill, and open the whole agi- 
tating: and dangerous question of the franchise, which, whenever 
oj)ened, will, we predict, run on raj/idlv to Universal Suffrage? 
and this, too, just alter Mr. Hrii'ht bad avowed ilie existence and 
lioaslcd the success ol an c\\t(nisnc (ons])iia(‘\ li»r the ciealion 
ot‘ fraudulent V()U*.s b\ small contributions Ihuu the working 
classes : — 

‘ J>ul at |)ie<eiil a iiK^tlaxl |orii*akni‘: votcN'] was 

))eiiii; purNiird. Tlit* bon. iiieinhei (Mi*. ISew (!•• :ciir) iunl ick'rreil toil, 
and lbi'< allusion would lx* an (xceiUnt ad t ( r(ist nwui ; Im* (Air. Jbight) 
bad in lli^ band a report ir-p^rling n. <tatinn lliat i:i \\ (»1\ ei“lunn})ton 
tbeie A\(‘r<‘.7(>0 nu'iidx'i ", ( enn v •'>00, Dfiby TOO. iS'ew ca^lle-on- 
d’vix; doO, ('li(‘lrenliain l^dO, Sl.dliud 100. and il wi'iit on with Dudlc'V, 
AU/ieeslor, Slieftleld, li’adf<ud. and hj I’orlli. 'I'iio Imn. nnunlx-r >poke 
ol tlii" inoveineiit a" a rou ^piraev : ])»a ('lii'd du-Uci* ffindal laid it 
down lli.il to inen ii'-e ilx- nuudxa (d‘ p'-r-oii'- po^x"‘"<‘d (d'tlie lianelii^e 
was ixd aL'iiiiisr law ni moialils, or sound policy. (Hear, lieai*.) d'lie 
man ibal s;[^ed Ir.s nu»ii( \ and ^ot a \olc was socially and morally im- 
proving liiinself. (Ib.o.; liiil tlieit*wert circii)n"lances connected 
with this svlilcli one c iuld w i")i axoided. TIicm* iik-u (li<l iioL eoine for- 
Avard to p^l(•lta^^ A(t:cs imiil (]ic\ Iiad a sUuijl: coiia i(‘tion that they 
were miju"(ly .sliiil out ; when tltc\ came within liic p.ilc of the ccaij- 
slitnlion in >nfri<*i('nt jiiimjIxms to "pc'ah in that lion^c' ilx'v mi^hl eonie 
in as Aictor.s.’ — Tnnvs\ (dh June. 

It is iittcih in'j>obsi '/Ic lo n'coiuiie these rldu ; b.rs pioj(*cls ol 
eoneessKtii on tlu^ ]>au <»! l.ord John amiIi tl)(‘ icab(nnng of bis 
speeelies : but it niav. pei baps. )n‘ ae* ounted lor b\ bis jiersonal 
position-- as a ininibtcM' he coubl not ado['l the projeelb of M r. 
I(iinu‘ or M r. Ih'iiilit, but lor many ob\ ions motives be is leludant 
to 1)1 eak allogcnlicr amiIi iIk* AIoAejiuMil ])arlA. and be iberelore 
makes a pcisoiial la'd(f<\ llu; plnast* is. ai^amsi tlie })nl>lic jiart 
wlilch as a r!linl^u i lie is forced to lake. I'^rom all llie earlier 
j)arts of Insspeeeii AAcmigiit liax* <*\| e( li'd a bold and inn'oinpro- 
jnising de(’laration against further eliaiigi'. lOid a lesolnlioii to de- 
fend slreniionslA tin' .sAstem wbieh b(‘ bad )iims('lf so lately raised, 
and now so laigelv appkiuded : but in) I w hile be semned to sjtaiul 
bokllv over the gia-at gaU' ol his fortress — bis own castle — resolute 
to repel all assadants. \\c se<* that lie lias jirepaicd a little postern 
for his own (‘scajie wlimieAiu' the serious assault should be tried. 
The Constitution, tlien, lias little to hope from the FallTer of the 
Keforni Rill; like anotlun* Rnilus, he will, we fear, be found 

* We lOLjurta 8»^ thiit some feill.v ])ron*mluig to he ronsuiv.iints. have po- 

posed what they call ‘ A ConaetrvaUve KurnuKhiseineut ami rihlantltioiHc Xiisociatioiv 
lor the ptir{)D«c uf counteract ing, hy tmiialiiijr, the demomailr c nvjMiacv. li docs not 
iM'coiiie Co'iiAervativtw to enter into such n lawlc.ss cohtesl ; and uc Ik'jh* the kiw may 
he Joiiiiil or f/taU* strong ermu^iu dtAjat such fuuids, ' \ ' 
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ready to immolate bis offspring, and we only trust that it may not 
be with the same res»1t — the establishment of the Republic ^ 

Mr. Hume, indeed, accused the Ministers, and Lord John in 
particular, of a very contrary feeling — of having promised several 
minor measures of repre'semtative reform, which they had scandal- 
ously evaded ; — 

‘ Their desire for reform, then, ^^as a makebelieve and a mockery. 
He called it so because, if they were honest and intent on reform, tliej' 
w'ould make any small reforms as an advance ; hnt he believed all their 
promises of reform were delusive, lie liad made up his mind that 
the noble lord and his colleagues — those ardent and useful Itelormers 
— had come to the conclusion to stand fast and do nothing.’ 

We heartily wish it were so: but, little leliaiicc as we place on 
Mr. Hume’s opinion on any subject whatever, we have particular 
reasons for distrusting him on this, when we recollect that he who 
now proposed the resolution which would have overturned every 
provision, we believe without exception, of the Reform Hill, had 
thus hailed its first proposal : — 

^Mr. ITuine frankly declared that, Radical Reformer as lie was, the 
plan proposed much exceeded \\hat he had expected — that with all his 
disposition to put confidence in Ministers, he uas not prepared to find 
them come forward with so manly a measure — tliey had fully redeemed 
their pledge. Even many whom he knew' to be the strongest Reformers 
in England were perfectly .satisfied, and allowed that they ha<l the utmost 
reason to be delighted' — Annual Register, 1831, p. 21. 

Very lr\xc — every Radical Reformer in England was delighted 
w'ith tfo large a stride tow ards revolution ; and we do not rite tliis 
in disparagement of Mr. Ilunic’s consistency: on the contrary, 
we frdm the first foresaw' and foretold that it must come U) this; 
and when we read, eighteen years ago, Mr. Huflie’s eulogy on 
the Reform Bill, we knew just as well as we now know that 
the tiine must come when it would be as distasteful to him and 
the Radical Reformers whose ‘delight’ he echoed, as the old 
system had been ; but what surprisf^ and alarms us is, that, 
with this warning before him. Lord John Russell should have 
the weakness and blindness to throw out his vague suggestions 
of an exteiisinin of the ^ffrage, which does not even ‘ delight’ 
Mr. Hume for the moment, and is a direct cncfburageinent to 
Mr. Bright’s shain-votc conspiracy, and an important iftep towards 
his Universal Suffrage. Such a proceeding is more like a derna^ 
gogue canvassing a popular constituency than a Minister intrusted 
with the interests of the Monarchy. 

We are decidedly, and now more thlvi ^er, of the opinion ex- 

g essed *^ittiany years since by Sir Robert Peel — that, bad as the 
eform Bill was and in principle is/ it is the duty, and tnde^^be 

only 
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only hope, of the Conservative interest to endeavour to support 
and maintain it — even against its authors, — though we cannot 
venture to promise a successful resistance to a principle of pro- 
gressive hu'ce that vires acquirit eundo, and, instead of affording a 
basis on which society may rest, is, in fac*!, an antagonist power 
which keeps it in a permanent state of siege, and a constant qui 
vive of defensive anxiety. 

Alwa}s very a})])rehensive that we might have to pass through 
some revolutionary crisis, we had yet so much confidence in the 
ancient traditions of our constitution, and in the influence and 
power of property, that we sometimes indulged a hope that the 
union of all the conservative elements of the country might prevent 
any further, or at least an^ tapicl mischief; — but the repeal of the 
Corn and Navigation Laws has well nigh destroyed that hope. Here 
w ere the two greatest interests of the country subdued, almost we 
may say without a struggle ; and here is Property of all kinds not 
obscurely menaced, by the Chartists and Socialists with direct 
spoliation, and by the partisans of the IClbin^' Letter with the 
slower and less resistible process of direct and graduated taxation. 
It is a circumstance not unworthy of remark that the chief movers 
in tile destruction of the Navigation Laws should be jiersons who 
happen to be by name and race but hybrid Englishmen at best. 

From these dangers, arising apparently from opposite quarters^ 
but converging into one focus, what is ultimately to save Properly, 
and, with Property, Monarchy, we confess we do not clearly see. 
As long as the present gcneratuin of Whigs remain,, Sn power, 
tlieir influence over their Radical friends may, with the aid of the 
Conservatives, preser\c us irom any rude shock and sudden 
change; but that will prove, we^ fear, but a respite. Tl^ State, 
that is the frame of Government — the Monarchy — has shown in 
the two great instances just mentioned that it has no^ within itself 
any power of resistance to the Demticralic inroad : it is tpj|e that 
where there can be no resistance there is a better chance of 
escaping violence; iherdlwill probably be no insurrection, for 
there will be no need of one ; and as the Duke of Wellington 
once said, with his prophetic sagacity, ‘ the Revolution loill be * 
accomplished by due course of law.^ * 

I'here is, however, still a chance — the result of the French 
experiment will have a great influence here. Hitherto certainly 
their Republic has exhibited little to tempt imitatiHlp — ti'ut hith.^^to, 
on the other hand, within that inexplicable struggle of men^and 
motives, the eflect of universal suffrage has beeii) on the whole, 
favourable to order and protective of property. We have before 
endeavonred to account For that — as we believe— very tempqw^ 
result, and we have shown that even a more decided and peri^a- 
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neut success would be no safe guide for us — but if, as we con- 
lidenlly expect,* the experiment of the democratic republic should 
uitiinntelv fail in France, that failure will have a groat effect in 
England ; and if it happens before democracv has been permitted 
to make any further encroachments amongst us, the restoration of 
sound principles of goveniinent, and, above all, of protection 
and security to all species of property, may give quiet to those two 
great countries — France may recover from the convulsions, and 
we may escape from the infliction, ol an unl>ridled Democracy. 

We must, before we conclude, advert to a cinumstance of the 
greatest importance, as \\c think, in tliCbC discussions, wliich has 
been not at all noticed bv M. Guizot, and but slightly and erro- 
neously in the House of (.'oinmons — rue mean the power ol the 
Press, and especially the Newspaper Press. When the authors oi 
the Reform Bill and the new generation of Reformers attempt to 
justify their innovations as being no more than a restoration of the 
‘ancient’ balance, they equally misrepresent the former and the 
present state of the Constitution — for no honest reasoner will deny 
that the power of the Press which brings the Houses of Parlia- 
ment to a daily account before the tribunal of the public, and 
arraigns tluMii liotli (ollecli\cly and iijdi\ idually with a freedom 
and sovenlv wbicli >>ould not bo endurtMl between man and man 
in pri>ate life, is a modern addition of enormous moment to 
the influence t)f the deuu)crac\ on the action of the legislature 
— so much so, that, even before the supjiression of lbi‘ close 
boroughs or any extension of the franchise, the balance of the 
‘ancient’ constitution bad been alreath seriouslv disturbed, by the 
introduction of this gnMt and hourly increasing power. 

^ III tlie.se modern time*.,' .saws Loid Jlrongljani, • when the Press has 
become so prominent a poilioii of tin; jieople lliat Mr. Wimiham ealled 
it a power in and others have deeoratisl it with the nam(‘ f»f 

fourth estate \\\{} realm, it i.s iiiipo^.sihle lo pn^s over the fact of 
periodical wriiing possc.'i.sing afar greater influenei* on deniociacy than 
under any other form of government’ — Phtl.^ iv. 122 — 
and of course tending to change every other form of g4>verninent 
into a democracy ; and Lord Brougham proceeds to show that 
its licence W()uld be too democratic even for a democracy. In 
truth, instead of being called the fourth estate of the realm, it 
might be rather calb'd the first. It may be said in behalf of 
this new aulh^ily, that it is open to both sides, and may 
defend as well as attack the governing power. 'Fhis answer 

♦ Tile recent defeat of the Socialist Republicans liM given a reprieve to tlie existing 
government, but it confirms rather than diminishes our confidence that the system is 
altogether Elusive, and cannot last. We shall soon see the President's Goverriment 
forced to adopt a system of arbitrary measures, which in producing tem})Orary quiet 
will prepare a future and more violent explosion. 
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involves a double fallacy — first it confounds the influence with 
the use that may happen to be made of it. The direction 
that the fou'e lakes does not alter its character — it is still a 
po[)ular influence, actino^ on public’ aftairs through a channel 
and with a power unknown to the period of the constitution which 
the liefonners aflect to restore. But secondly — we know from 
universal experience tliat delencc can never in the long run 
countervail attack : even when the forces are equal the assailant 
has innumeralile advantages; and we need liaidly add, that in 
])o])ular (jueslions, sucli as We are now discussing, the forces 
never can be equal ; the press is, as Lord Brougham has shown, 
popular in its ven v essence, and never can he otherwise than a 
great preponderating influence on the popular side. 

^ It is coirnnoii,’ says INI. Weill, ‘ to liken the l^ress to tlie lance of 
Acliill<‘s, w liieli can heal <Iie wound it makes. This is nonsense ; at 
best it might be eomjiared to Penelope and her web, doing one day 
what is to he undone tlie next.’ — p. 4.‘j. 

And he concliuh's that in truth the I’ress is a great engine of 
j>rogiet>s. whudi h(» knows not Iiow to regulate, nor how to resist. 

Idle two last revolutions in I’rance were made hv the Press, 
we might almost say b\ the l^ress alone — that of P'ebruarv, as 
already stated, hv two newspajuus. w lio themselves usurped the 
government. Nor was it bv any superiority of ability or argu- 
ment in the ILwol utionarv Press that this result was obtained: 
quite the eontrarv — iht? (’onservativt* Pri'ss of France was much 
more r(‘S|)ectal)le in talent and character than its Radical rivals — 
it had an infinilelv larger circulation, and it had of course a very 
great influence; — but its influence was in the closet and salon — 
the other was influence in the jiolhouse and the street; and wo 
have seen the result. 

lOnghsh readers of tlie upper classes, who see only the more 
respectable daily and weekly newspapei s, can have no conception 
of the number of inferior publications which inundate our great 
towns, and of which, forUhe most part, the tendency is grossly 
immoral and seditious. We have reason to fear ihAt at this 
hour they are increasing rapidly both in numbers and malig- 
nity. We have no doubt that they constitute to Uie whole 
frame of society a far more considerable danger^ than is 
generally sujiposed ; but putting these formidable irregulars 
out of ilic question, an<l confining our vid% to that more 
respectable part of the public press which may be said to 
act directly on the administration of affairs, it cannot, we think, be 
denied that it exercises a power in the state which those who. 
undertake to adjust the constitution to its ancient balance seem 
never to have taken into consideration, or, when notice, d ftt 
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have placed to the wrong side of the account. Mr. Hume, for 
instance, tells us that the diffusion of literary knowlevlge amongst 
the working classes entitles them to a larger share of the elective 
franchise ; but he does not inquire whether the knowledge so 
diffused is always wholesome — such as would make an honest 
])olltician or even good man; nor does he choose to recollect that 
the Press which thus acts downwards amongst the masses acts 
still more ])owerfully upwards on the Government, and that, in 
fact, its influence on public affairs is incalculably more extensive, 
and therefore more democratic, than it has been in any former 
period of our histor> — so extensive, indeed, and so weighty, lliat 
even a democratic miuistry staggers under the Iwirdcn. 

Lord John Russell, we see, agrees with Mr. Hume and Mr. 
Bright that the workinff man has some peculiar claim to be admitted 
to the elective franchise. We cann4>t see it. The working man 
has a right — and it is a right which we are glad to see so exten- 
sively exercised all around us — of raising himself 1)> his induslrji, 
integritv, and intelligence into a position to which the elective 
fmnehise may be safely attached — but what right, on any pn'n- 
ciple of human society, can a workman^ as such, have to a distinct 
share in the legislation of the empire ? VVe have already asked 
what Natlaud would think if M. J’hiers was to attempt to teach 
him stone-cutting. The strongest case that can be made lor 
calling a workman to council would be on matters with which 
he happens to be personally conversant. Why then should the 
workmen of Mr. Bright’s factory not edect their own foreman 
and superintendent, and have a voice in the direction of the 
business of which they are the sine qua non ? Mr. Bright s answer 
would be, that it would be an invasion of Mr. Bright’s earlier 
rights, his property, Ins capital, his profits; and that the result 
could be no other than the ruin of all parties — of the workmen as 
well as the mailer. But what difference is there in princijile be- 
tween the cases of the State and the Factory? And, in truth, we 
should soon find the democratic clement ]>redoininant in both. 
We find from the oflicial returns that the working classes are near 
four- fifths of the whole population — say two-thirds— iloes Mr. 
Bright sHppo.se that these ‘energetic and intelligent worl^mcn ’ 
whom he talks of, with a majority of two to one, would not take 
gof>d care to elect men who would regulate the whole code of the 
laws in any way affecting labour after their own feelings ? And 
does he suppose that either Ministers of State or ibe masters of 
farms or manufachirics could conduct their public or private busi- 
ness imder the legislation of such delegates? 

No ; there can be, as far as human ingenuity and experience 
hare as ye^ gone, no better combination of a representative system 

with 
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with the stability of government and the security of property, 
tlian the 'ancient, free, and glorious’ Constitution of England. 
It has been seriously impaired by the extinction of so many' of 
the close boroughs and by the introduction of a dangerous pro- 
portion of numerical influence, arnl uhether in its lowered con- 
dition it will have strength to resist the pressure whicli is accu- 
mulating about it, is a problem of no satisfactory aspect. Lord 
John Russell seems, by his jialliative propositions for a further 
extension of the sufTiage, to think not. We have been all along 
inclined to that opinion ; but there is still Sf) inuc li vitality in the 
old interests of the country — property is sucii a ‘ sure and firm-set’ 
])ower — that if the Wliig ministry would boldly and honestly 
decide upon resisting all encioacliinent on their own Reform Act, 
we should not doubt their succ ess in dela\ing at least any further 
firganic c'haiige. In sue li a course thc'y would have the sujiport 
of tlie Conservatives, enough, we thinrv, to compensate three times 
over for the loss of the Radicals who would break with them ; and 
thus, with the forms and traditions, and much of the effective 
strength, of the old Constitution still existing, and aided by the 
general rcispec't for tlie Queen’s person and officrc, we might wait 
in c*omparative sec urity tlie rc^sultof the great exjicriinent inflicted 
upon France by a dozen madmen or riiflians, all now suffering, 
from tlie hands of the republic they created, the penalty of their 
follv and thciir crimes. 

Tiiis liope. howexei — not at best a very confident one — applies 
only U) OUT political condition; but if internal distress, already 
very general, should increase or even c^onlinuc at its present 
amount, our prospects would become more immediately alaiming. 
'That rash repeal of the Corn l^aws, of whic h Irish distress was 
the pretext, is aggravating to a fearful extent all the other 
calamities of ^Ireland. Our reccuit legislation, as Mr. James 
Grattan truly sa)s in a letter lately published, has imposed ter- 
rible responsibilities and burthens on the soil of Ircdancl, whilciJt 
has taken away the markets for its produce. In England it is, 
as we have before said, ruining the farmer and the small ^shop- 
keeper with the low prices of wheal, and, we must now add, 
witliout the compensation to the people at large of cheaper bread. 
Charlg(^s of this nature affect at once the original seller of the^ 
article! concerned, but. if they ever reach the actuaCprivate con- 
sumer in the shape of reduced prices, it is only after a |ong lapse 
of lime. A^jcordingly, though, as we all know, the breeder of 
bullocJcs and sheep is already^ half ruined, the private fami^j’ are 
paying at least as much as they did three years ago for evor^pound 
of beef and mutton. Foreign competition is, notwithstanding the" 
disturbed slate of llic continent, pressing very severely 
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large classes of our artisans; and we have seen a letter fn>in an 
eminent Whig who supported all the so-called Free Trade mea- 
sures, confessing that Free Trade is quite as unpopular in the 
inanuiactihring a§, it is in the j^ricultural districts. We receive, 
as this sheet is passing through the press, a strpng jnotest against 
this precipitate sacrifice of our lioine industry iVoiii a public 
meeting at Glasgow, which, both in the persons who took the 
lead in it and the principles advanced, sliows that lher(‘ is a great 
reaction of opinion even amongst those who were i\i liistariveigled 
by the fallacious terms ‘ Free Trade/ We cannot as yet lia\e had 
any information as to the practical efl’ecl on tiade of the rej)eal 
of the Navigation Laws ; but if it were to be (which we aie con- 
fi|dent it will not) advaniag»*ous to some ])!ii ti( nkir class of busi- 
ness, that would not reconcile us to the \:isl national danger to 
It assuredly exposes us, aiui as little to the uncouslitulional 
pretences and })raclices by*\hich it was carried llirougli the two 
Hdttscs of Parliament, both, we are satisfied, really hostile to it — 
one undoubtedly and notoriously so. On the whole we regret to 
say that we have never concluded a review^ ol the stale of our 
own country or of Europe witli less of comfort for tlio ])reseni, 
less of confidence in the future, or with a greater ])erple\it> as 
to the probable solution of the complicated dilliculties that are 
gathering round the British Monarchy. 


^ Art. 
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Art. I. — 1 . Wales, Hy Sir Thomas Phillips. liOndon, 1849. 

2. Dry eh yr Amseroedd (^Thc Mirror of the Times), Gan 
Robert Jones. Llanrwst. Without date in the title-page, 
but written about 1820. 

3. Hanes Byicyd Daniel Roiclands. Gan y Parchedig John 
Owen {lAfe of D. R. Ry the Rev. J. O.). Caerlleon. 1839, 

4. Y Traethodydd {The Tractarian). Rholau L— II. Dinhych. 
1845— 184G. 

/^OD and his works abide, but man and his customs change. 
It requires no ordinary degree of sagacity to foretell at any 
given period the changes which a new generation may be^lestined 
to witness, and scarcely less to appreciate st)me silent revolution 
of manners ^vhich may have been* wrought almost in the memory 
of man. If we were asked to point out a part of the United 
Kingdom where the influence of innovation might least be ex- 
pected, our first instinct uould direct us to the Principality. Por 
some }ears we used to observe, on opening our ‘Bradshaw,* the 
involuntary respect with which even the stern genius of railways 
seemed to rcgaid the territory of the ancient Britons. His fire- 
breathing, iron- footed messengers (for so steam-engines would 
probably have been desciibed by an ancient bard) might approach"' 
the Marches where Talbot wooed the fair Guendolen ;* 

' wild Wales’ of Taliessin’s song seemed to be safe from intrusion. 
Whatever may have happened elsewhere, here at least we might 
imagine the mountain fastnesses would retain their primitive cha- 
racter, and the children of the Cymry, cradled in the home 9 ! the 
torrent and th^ stotrlli, would bear something of the unyielding 
impreiii which Nature has stamped upen their land. . 

Yet even in Wales, as elsewhere. Time, the great innovator, 
has wrought his appointed work. Though Snowdoii^j^tands as of 
old, its base is caverned by the miner, and PenmaeiimaVr is at 
length not only stricken as it were through the heart, and tra-^ 
versed by daily trains, but is in course of being carried ^way 

* Such marr'iag<*8, though recorded only of the Baron, miut have 
among his followers. Hence it has been supiiosed— we believe the alumni 
JLondon University are UNug. taught — that terms of sewing in English ore derived 
the British language :-va tlieory at least so ingenious, thiMii^ hope it may he . 

vot. LXxxv. No. cLx». . X fWtHKIy / 
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bodily to pave the streets of Liverpool. All along* the coast, as 
well as in the quarries of Merioneth and Carnarvonshire, a hard- 
handed race of men has sprung: up, whose large-boned frames 
attest (when compared to the upland shepherd) the severe labour 
they undergo, and the higher wages which they receive. A 
Welshman, who had spent many years in London, was asked on 
his return if he thouglit the Principality changed; ‘ 1 find sisrns 
of improvement everywhere,’ was his answer, ^ except at Dinas- 
inawddvvy ; — yet even here,’ he continued, the houses have grown 
within my recollection from one story to two, and the whole 
costume and maimers of the people have assumed a compara- 
tively modern aspect.’ Tlie truth is, that within a hundred and 
ten years two enormous changes, of wdiich it would be difficult 
to over-estimate the importance as regards the manners and cha- 
racter of the people, have come over the face of the Principality. 
It is to these changes, hitherto we believe little noticed, or at 
least imperfectly appreciated by the mass of Englishmen, that we 
propose to direct the attention of our readers. VVe shall draw 
largely for our details, and in some measure for our language, 
from the books of which the titles are j)refixed to this article, 
without neglecting some other sources of information which cir-‘ 
cumstances liave placed at our disposal. 

If we imagine some real Rip Van Winkle just roused from 
his fairy slumber, his surprise would not be greater than that of 
the traveller who, fresh from the metropolis, penetrated the 
Principality a century ago. Even on tVie borders and in the 
county towns he heard a strange language, and saw a strange 
people, whose habits savoured strangely of a bygone age. Still 
more did the impression of strangeness increase at every step, as 
he advanced into some upland valley of the more mountainous 
districts. Round the humble church of some indigenous saint, 
such as Wales and Britany boast in numbers,^ and generally on 
the banks of some stream just widening in a confluence of valleys, 
were grouped a cluster of cottages. For the fabric of the church in 
some cases an antiquity was claimed as earl^ as tl^^ fifth century. 
To the inhabitants, consisting chiefly of shepherds and fishormen, 
with occasionally a small freeholder or shopkeeper, a combination 


* An account of them, full of interest to the ecclesiastical historian, may be found 
ip Mr. Rees* * Welsh Saints,' a.s well as in Mr. John Williams's * Ecclesiastical An- 
tiquities of the Cymry,’ a book of research, which deserves perha^is more attention than 
it has met with. We have also to thank the learned Archdeacon of Cardigan for 
introducing us, in his * Claudia and Pudeiis,' to a lady saint of uncommon interest. 
His work not only sheth an entirely new light upon the introduction of Christianity 
into Ghreat Britain, but is full of ingenious historical reasoning in the steps by which 
he identifies bis princess ve^ probably with the Claudia of 8t. Paul. Many tradi- 
tions, with less proof, are universally received. 
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of their church and the village inn represented the march of 
intellect, and their valley the world. On each shoulder and 
sloping side of the hills, the blue smoke of peat mingling with 
the mist gave token of a primitive homestead, and, as you ascended 
the streamlet’s course, every nook, which offered shelter for sheep 
or promise of a scanty harvest, was dotted with a pastoral farm. 
The houses of one story, with enormous chimneys in which 
scythes were placed to exclude intruders, were more roomy and 
substantial than a highland bothie, yet simple enough of their 
kind. I'he farmers who inhabited thejii, though not without 
their pride of family and their own code of gentility, which re- 
acted upon the dependents with whom they associated, shared 
the oatmeal and bacon which were the fare of the labourer. 
JShocs and stockings, in the modern sense of the latter word, 
were only jiartially in fashion; and the wool, which was the prin- 
cipal produce of the farm, was manufactured at home. Flannel 
has from the earliest historical period been a staple of the country ; 
and though the goods of the West of Fngland might penetrate to 
the county town, the commercial bagman, or his smarter suc- 
cessor, found little temptation to face the driving shower which 
awaited liim on a inouiiLain road. The rural economy was con- 
centrated in one great maxim — to disburse as little money as 
possible. Any stranger was welcome to his meal, but the money 
must be reserved for the rent. If you asked the shepherd-boy 
the meaning (if a sinuous labvrinlh he had amused himself by 
cutting on the turf, he told you it was Caer Droiau. or Castra 
Troju', a terju whicli seems to indicate some tradition from the 
Romans. A man’s name was generally inherited, not by his son, 
hut by his grandson, so that the generations alternated, as seems 
to have been the case at Athens.* The wife, however, retained 
throughout life the name of her own family, a circumstance which 
leads to some confusion in pedigrees. • 

l^oublless such a people might be called backward. On the 
other hand, that little freehold had been inherited, it was said, for 
six hundred years — -certainly from a period beyond written record 
— in lineal descemt from father to son. The adjoining farm had 
also descended by tenure under the same family, of whose heiress 
it had been the portion in the reign of King John ; and the 
simple tenant, in most benighted defiance of Macculloch and 
Mill, would have eaten his barley-bread somewhat blacker, and 
have w orked daily an hour longer, sooner than change his landlord 

* III lome caiea, but more rarely, the name was renewed only in the third gene- 
ration ; and thus the posterity of Evan Robert Edward (for in the absence of sirAamet 
three names were convenient fur distinction) became known as Edward Evan Hobert; 
Robert Edward Evan, and so in succession. 

y 2 for 
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for a s Iran The existence of such a state of thing^s involved 
no contemptible amount of homely virtue and thrift ; and whoever 
observes how often rapid progress is followed by rapid downfall, 
may trace a law of compensation, as he compares the circum- 
stances which political economists admire or condemn. 

Perhaps a tendency to drink, thoug^h on comparatively rare 
occasions, was the principal vice of the people. The villag^e 
Wilkes were full of revelry, which was not yet considered 
heathenish ; nor had the vain tinklin" of the liarp "iven way to 
the deeper excitement of the preacher. Sunday often, and the 
greater festivals alwa}s, brought their trials of speed or slreiiglh. 
Parish rivalries found vent in ina(ches at football ; and the 
saturnalia of fairs ivore occasionally diversified by an organised 
fight. The mode of raising supplies might have been suggested by 
some genius who should have been Cliancellor of the Exchequer. 
If a young fanner wanted to marry, or had lost a cow, or was 
behindhand with his rent, he gave notice, after church, that a 
bairel oC ctvrw (cervisia) would he ready at his house on a certain 
afternoon. The numerous kin and n ell-wishers of llic family 
made a point of obejing the summons. Among the amusements 
expected was the singing of Fcnillion, a species of song or 
epigram not unlike the Skolia of the Greeks, but with an im- 
provisalorial character, which must have tiled the readiness of the 
rural wit. The exciseman in those days was not so inquisitive as 
he has since become ; hut if he appeared as an unhidden 
shadow of royally, the jester of the ])arty would detain him 
about the door, until some feminine Pal staff had converted the 
obnoxious barrel into a chair, which her ample person might 
protect. Of .course, if any guest at sucli a party came empt\- 
lianded, he would lie greeted with classical indignation in some 
such terms as ‘ IVne asymboluin venire’ — or, in oiIkt words, the 
Entertainment involved a conlrihutjon. A still more singular 
diversion, which \lclded only after a struggle to the religious 
activity of a later date, consisted in a rude drama, resembling 
in its genius the Mysteries of the middle ages. On some green 
sward, which presented a natural theatre, some biblical story was 
displayed in action by a bard, who unconsciously parodied the 
proceedings of 'riiespis. Nor did the sacredness of his subject 
preclude him from licentiousness^ and still less from a liberal use 
of satire. The innkeeper, whose malt was stinted, or the excise- 
man who raised its price, or any offender against received laws, 
especially of hospitality, was gibbeted by some stray allusion, or 
by premature consignment to eternal doom. We do not know 
how far this uncouth drama may have been of indigenous origin; 
^ " but 
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but the term interlude^ however disfigured by a Welsh pronuncia- 
tion, seems to sujr^cst the contrary.* 

TJie traveller Pennant must be considered a hijrhly favorable 
specimen of the Welsh "entry at a date somewhat later than the 
one ot which we are speakiii". I’he same remark would hold 
p^ood of Sir John Philip])S. Those of that rank seem in p^eneral 
only to have differed from the corresponding: class in bmg:land in 
bein" somewhat more liomely, and perhjl!|ls more profuse in their 
hosj)itality. We must g:ive, however, one example, without coming 
down as low as Mrs. Thralc, of the fairer sex. A fellow of a col- 
lege at C-amliridge (Moderator in 17.00), who held decidedly Pro- 
testant ideas as to the celibacy of the clergy, persuaded the heiress 
of a tolerable property in Flintshire to j)Ut on man’s attire, and to 
accompany him, after a jnivale marriage, on a visit to his friends, 
as a }oung ac(|uainlance from college. Unfortunately their wed- 
ding tour took them within reach of that then terrible scourge, the 
small pox, and before the honeymoon was over the iiusband died. 
Tlic ladv suivived to marry a si'coiid husband, and, ha\ing already 
trietl a fellow’, she selected on the second occasion an under- 
graduate. 

It is seldom found that the inhabitants of a mountainous country 
are inddferent to religion. Nature herself imprints in them a 
certain sense of awe. At the period o{ which we are speaking, 
though such laxity prevailed in the observance of Sunday, that 
all sorts of amusement, even occasionally cock fighting, were 
allowed lu the afternoon, >et in the morning no inouniain family 
ever failed to send its male representative to church. Any 
absence of a householder was a signal for inquiry, and for pre- 
paration to condole on some anticipated disastei* All adult 
members of the congregation w^erc also generally jiartakcrs of the 
J'meharist, The habitual lone of reverence, which such a custom 
may seem to imjdy, was n^t unmingled with fragments of an older 
superstition, deepened by legend or poetical influences. Many 
were the forewarnings of death ; and in the diocese of St. David 
in particular, a power of ‘second sight’ was claimed down to a 
very recent period. As St. Kcynaii, in Cornwall, gave matri- 
monial supremacy to wife or husband, as either drank first at his 
spring, so in Wales you might procure health lor yourself from 
iho healing W'ave of St. Winifred, and pining sickness for }our 
enemy from the ill-oincncd fount of St. Elian. Nor was the 

• On the Welsli Atiterlunt the reader will tiiid something in Mr. Stephens’s 
IMet'ttture of the Kymrif (p]). PO-91). To this woik (he prize given hy U. U. H. 
the Prince of Wales was* assigned at the late Ahergaveimy Kisledvodd. We hojie to 
direct attention specially to it in a fiituro article. 

nrgin 
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Virgin Mary without her consecrated wells and other honours, 
which Avere only a century too soon to find favour w'ith the pro- 
fessors of orthodoxy. IVIr. Allies might have collected a Iresh 
volume of cures wrought at St. Mary’s many founts, and w’ould 
have been delighted to find that the efficacy of baptism was en- 
hanced by carefully carr\ing water from such sources to the font 
of the parish church, ^ot that we would ourselves sneer at the 
feeling which speaks in the following version (borrowed from 
Mr. Goronva Camlan) of what is termed an old Welsh prater: — 


‘ Mother, oh mother ! tell me, art thou weeping ir’ 

The Infant Sa\iour asked, on IMary’s breast : 

‘ Child of th* Eternal, nay; I am but sleeping, 

Though vexed by many a thought of daik unrest.’ 

‘ Say, at what vision is thy eoui*age failing? ’ — 

‘ I see a crow n of thorns, and bitter pain ; 

And thee, dread Child, upon the Cross of wailing, 

All Heaven aghast, and rude mankind’s disilain.’ 

The original is, we are assured, a genuine tradition, and formed 
with the Creed and Ten Commandments part of the peasant’s 
daily devotion. One of our authors, who mentions the fa('t, seems 
to consider all the tlirec formularies equally injbap])lied.* 

The ‘ passing-beir was then no unmeaning sound. No person 
of ordinary piety neglected, iis bo heard it, to offer a brief petiilon 
for the soul of his neighbour passing to its account. Good need 
there seemed for such assistance ; when the s])irit was believed 
not only to be helped on its way by angels, but watched and 
liable to be intercepted by the hounds of darkness (run Armwn), 
to whom the space between ear ill ;ind heaven was allotted as a 
hunling-groiihd. Happy were the parents whose children had 
died in infancy, for tlie angelic spirits of their lo^-^t innocents might 
be expected to light them with torches on^their way, beset by 
perils, to the kingdom of heaven. t On the first Sunday after a 
funeral wc find it stated that the whole family of the deceased 
used to kneel dowm on the grave to say the Lord’s Prayer. { Wc 
scarcely venture to affirm whether so late as the period of which 
we are speaking the institution or caste of ‘ sin-eaters’ remained. 
If our readers do not happen to be acquainted with lirande’s 
Popular Antiquities, they will probably ask the meaning of the 
term. It may surprise them to learn that in the west of England 
in the sixteenth century, and in Wales probably at a later dale, a 
class of persons existed who, in consideration of a certain dole of 
food or money, made themselves responsible for the sins of the 
dead^ and undertook to console the survivors, by guaranteeing 
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t Ibid., p. 50. 
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them at least security against being haunted by the spirits of the 
departed. We cannot assent to those who find the original of so 
strange a custom in the Mosaic law, but should rather look for a 
parallel amid the wilder superstitions of India; nor, with de- 
ference to Aubrey, who affirms the fact, do we believe the system 
at any time since the Reformation to have prevailed generally in 
Wales. The theory, which lay at the bottom of the practice, had 
doubtless vanished from men’s minds loflg before the customary 
dole ( Diodlas) ceased to be given at funerals. But it is not easy to 
ascribe a precise date to those changes ()f sentiment, which are not 
only gradual but unevcm in their operation. If this is anyw^here 
true, it emphatically holds good of a country where mountain 
ami river tend to isolate particular districts. Our account of 
Wales a century ago would not bear to be uniformly applied in 
any single year. Yet each portion of the country in its turn had 
probably a ])eriod at which the impression we wish to convey 
would be true. We necessarily strike a rough average. 

It may be said generally that among the stories of the fireside 
were unfailing legends, not turning so much as might be expected 
upon Arthur or Olcndower, but oftencr upon the agencies of 
the invisible world, and, most of all, upon some instance of 
Divine retribution. Yengeance, such as overtook Ahab for di- 
verting the inheritance of Naboth, was not only devoutly believed 
by the mountain fanner, but illustrated by modern instances, of 
which his hearers never doubted the truth. Hero hereditary 
insanity, and hero a property swept away, attested the immediate 
wailing of judgment upon wrong. The curious book, called 
Dn/cfi 1 / Pnf Oesoedd, or ‘ Mirror of Old Ages,’ which mixes true 
history with prodigies from GeotTry and Giialdus, was published 
in 17d0, and seems to have become rapidly popular.* Here, as 
elsewhere, the march of intellect seems first to have meddled wdth 
fairies. The ‘fair family,’ for so the Welsh staled them, are 
said occasionally to have revealed themselves to the solitary shep- 
herd or the drunken minstrel ; and a highly intelligent peasant 
once assured us that his father undoubtedly seen them. We 
suspect, however, that for some centuries they have by no means 
kept the same hold upon the popular imagination as ghosts or 
other spiritual beings, who, if not actually countenanced by Scrip- 
ture, might at least be imagined to exercise a certain moral 
agency. In all things of this latter kind the Cambrian peasant 

* This book, ami the Bard's Dream, an imitation of Qnevedu's Visions, and the 
Pilgrim's Progress, seem to iiave been the lliree greatest favonriles afler the Bible. 
A History of Christianity, by Charles Edwards, which was first poblishe^l in 1671, 
also went early througli several editions, and is still a Welsh classic, though its 
legendary jwrtions have been expurgated; for which we ought to be more t|^nkful 
than we ore. 

believed 
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believed firmly and universally; and to a certain extent, thoug-li 
faintly, he may be said to believe in them still. Supposing:, how- 
ever, ghosts or fairies to stalk in twilight, avenging crime or 
tempting innocence, it would naturally be the business of the 
clergyman to grapple with such foes. Accordingly, any clerical 
student who preferred black letter in his parsonage to good com- 
pany at the inn, rarely escaped the imputation of conjuring — an 
art which was supposed to constitute one of the principal studies 
of the university of Oxford. What less accomplishment could 
have tempted the future pastor to undertake a journey of so many 
miles, which he performed often on foot ? Might not he have 
read his Bible at home Only then he wouhl not have been 
able to send the mountain Ariel upon errands, or to binil the evil 
spirit with the name of the Trinity, as if with a triple ring.* 

The smile, with which our enlightenment listens to such fancies, 
should not be one of contempt. As Poetry teaches wider truth 
than History, so devout error may approach the meaning of the 
true doctrine. Vl’hen we consider the moral significance of many 
of the older legends, and are told of the eager thirst for know- 
ledge which look the students t,o lead in the village church at 
five in the morning, we cannot help imagining that any good 
might have been effccled with such a jieople. Tlie feelings of 
reverence and docility presented something capable of being 
moulded. But all history is full of the melancholy list of oppor- 
tunities thrown away : it is but too clear the vigilance was 
wanting which might have cherished this hereditary reverence 
into an intelligent religion. Not that we place implicit confi- 
dence in allegations resjiecting 'scandalous ministers* by men 
inheriting the spirit of Hugh Peters and his fellows, whom 
Sergeant Maynard well called 'scandalous judges*/ undoubtedly 
many accounts of the older Welsh clergy come filtered through 
hostile channels. Of the best wc probably hear little ; the 
record of meek piety is written not on earth ; }et many families 
have traditions of clerical ancestors, which do not accord with 
insinuations sometimes thrown out of general irreligion. Pro- 
bably sermons were too much in the cold style of the British 
essayists; but one sin imputed to the clergy would appear from 
the following attack upon their memory to have been i\\c\v genet'al 
adherence to the doctrines of the Prayer Book. 

* JDark and unfruitful w*cre their doctrines, and there was not a sign 
that the breath of power and tlie holy flame wrought through them. 
The sum and substance of their teaching was this : — that man received 
his new birth at baptism ; that every one must repent and amend his 

• We find ft legend of this kind versified in the Jute ‘Lays from the Cimhiic 
Lyre.* 
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life, and come frequently to Church and Sacrament ; that every one 
must do his best, and that Christ’s merits would make up that in 
which lie was defective ; and tliat it was in man’s own power to choose 
((|u. accept?) or reject grace and glory. Bodily cliastening was^ 
accounted a snflicient mean, if not worthiness, to fit men for the king- 
dom of lieaven Isow, tliis is darkness which may be felt, like 

that formerly in Kgyjit. It is as perilous to lay weight on such things 
as to build upon the sand/ — Drych yr A., pp. .> 4 . oo. 

"riie same aullior accuses the congregations of valuing religious 
carols as highly as scnntms, and of readiness to believe in 
visions or ])ortents ; both charges which sound curiously from 
the quarter in which they are alleged. lie also thinks the 
custom of offcriitys instead of fees at funerals had a clear 
relercncti to purgatory. Perhaps it might only confirm him 
in this o])inion to ()l)ser\e that the same custom lield (and 
liolds) good at ueddings. Without, however, subscribing such a 
bill of indictment, it may be admitted that Wales did not escape 
that Laodicean tone which pervaded the rest of the kingdom 
in the last century. It seems to have been as usual for the clergy 
to apjiear as regulators of amusements, as for them to be guides 
ill religion. One crying evil of the times was thejiot unfrequent 
appointment to jnirely WVlsh parishes of persons ill acquainted 
with the language. In the case of Dr. Bowles^, which was not 
legally argued until 1/70, and, we happen to know, is only an in- 
stance out of many, the advocate for the incumbent used the 
following ])lca: — 

‘ Tlioiigli the <loctor does not nndcrstaml the language, he' is in 
posses>k)n, and cannot be turned out. Wales is a conquered country ; 
it is proper to infroduee the English language, and it is the duly 
of bishops to endeavour to promote Engli>hinen. in order to introduce 
the language. TJie service was in J^atin before the Reformation. 
How did they faro in Wales from the time of Henry Vlll. to tlie 
time of Queen Elizabeth, when the act passed for ti'anslating the 
Scriptures into the Welsh language? It has always been the policy 
of tlie legislature to introduce the English language into AVales. We 
never licard of an Act of J^arliament in Welsli. The English lan- 
guage is to be used in all the courts of judicature in Wales, and an 
English Bible is to be kept in all the churches, that by comparison of 
that with the AVelsh they may sooner come to the knowledge of 
English. Dr. Bowles has complied with the Act wliich requires that 
service shall be performed, by appointing Mr. Griffiths, the curate, 
who has regularly performed the duty .’ — Case of Dr, Bowles ; pub- 
lished by the Cymrodorion Society^ p. 59. 

This argument appears to have weighed more with the Court 
of Arches than with the people of the Principality ; and a certain 
portion of the dissent nuW existing may be considered as a per- 
manent 
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manent protest against the practice thus defended. There is 
probably no living* member of the Church of England who 
would not regret what was at once a source of just irritation to 
‘the people, and of natural discouragement to the native clergy. 
Men, whose most probable prospect w^as serving as curates, 
under the easy relative of some non-resident prelate, would 
easily sink below' the proper lone and qualifications of their 
oflice.* Such was, in some measure, the result ; and, alter largp 
allowance for a considerable sprinkling of educated talent and 
liberal pietVj w’e may aflirm that the clergy, as a body, were 
little prepared to meet the moral earthquake which was about to 
burst under their feet. 

It was not, however, in a hostile form that the awakening angel 
at first appeared. Several Churchmen, of difliwent shades ol 
opinion, such as Tillotson, Slillingfleet, and Gouge, who may be 
termed the Charles Simeon of his day, had exerted themselves 
even in the preceding century to repair the desolation caused by 
the Puritans in the end war.t whatever may be said of 

such men as Cradock or \'a\asor Powell (who, by the way, 
excelled as a dreamer of dreams), llieir teaching did not counter- 
balance the inisrliief done by iheir allies; tin? congregations 
which sprang from them w<*rc few’ and feeble; but the ehunents 
of healing came fiom the Church, as the ruin had come fiom 
the opposite quarter. Tlie first W'elshman who stands out pro- 
minenll) in this good work, is Grifrith Jones, of Llanddowror. 
It appears evident — indeed it is fully acknowledged — that an 
impulse had been given to his exertions by the Socn^ly for Pro- 
moting Ciirislian Knowledge, then growing from lusty infancy to 
its prime. lie became a member of the Society in J713, and in 
1730, with the assistance of a Mrs. Bevan, w liose name is still 
justly honoured on that account, he established a kind of itinerant 
schools. J'hese singular institutions were most ingeniously 
contrived to spread the elements of education, and taught many 
thousands of persons to read. In his own parish, on the beau- 
tiful banks ol the Towy, not far from the ancient towers of 
Llaugharne, Gnffilli Jones spent most of a long and useful life. 
His strength lay in catechising ; and he thought it ‘ amazing to 
consider liow' incredibly ignorant the generality of peoj)le had 
continued, even under very jilaln and powerful preaching, where 

♦ In an early Vdlume* of the Qnaiterly Review, a pociiliady gn»a* case of non- 
residence is commenlcd on, as almost lx>asted of in the * Autobiography ' of Rishop 
Watson. 

f The great name of Raxter is the only Nuncoiiforrnist's which we recognise among 
them. Gouge was fur the most actively liberal ; and it s]>eal(s well for the gratitude 
of the people, that in their current literature he is stdl celebrated os ^ a benefactor to the 
nation of the Cymry.’ See Sir Thomas Phillips, pp. 110-118. 
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catechisino^ was omitted.’ His arguments in favour of the practice 
are sought from He^eslppus and (Issher, as well as from Jewish 
and Mahometan custom ; but the example of his own earnest- 
ness must have been more efFectivc than them all. His Expo- 
sition of the Church Catechism in tVie Welsh lan^ua^e is a 
standard work, and lias been adopted by the Society for Pro- 
moting- Christian Knowledge. He was also induced by his 
zeal — unhappily, as we think, though great allowance must be 
made for the times — to set the first cxani})lc in the Church of 
preaching in other parishes and in the ojien air. We have not 
seen any specimens of his sermons : though, from the practice of 
his followers, they may be suspected of having laid considerable 
.stress upon physical emotion — 

Iloe fonte fieri vata elades 

111 patriaiii popuhiinqne flnxit — 

yet, on the whole, liis great and persevering exertions fairly 
entitle him to that reverence in which liis memory is still held by 
his countrymen, and in which, we hojie, few members of the 
English (Church will refuse to join. It is not as the jirecursor of 
Methodism, but as the patient workman in that great field of edu- 
cation which was then so little a]>prcciat('d. that he achieved his 
purest triumphs. To him it is princljTnlh ow ing, not only that 
150.000 persons It'arned to read in his llfeliine, but that the 

Bible has since been so generally found and read in the Welsh 

• •/ 

cottage. So his work abides. 

Howel Han is of Jhevecca, the elder of the twin founders of 
Welsh Methodism, was a man of pure and ardent zeal, l ie was 
born in 171*1. and, having some jiropertv as well as A* prospect of 
preferment, lie went to Oxford in 1 735, w lien the influence of 
Wesley and his friends must Lave been fresh in the University. 
Idle successive stages of terror and consolation, which be thought 
necessary to true religion, came upon him at intervals while re- 
ceiving the Eucharl«t : his devotion became more passionate, and 
his life stricter than ever. To a mind thus excited, the discipline 
and the want of discipline of the University would be both dis- 
tasteful; and, under the influence of feelings not unlike those 
which in later times have hurried men in a diiTeront direction, he 
sought what he considered the purer atmosphere of his home. 
Here he at once began to Icacb : not so much by set sermons, as 
by exhortation and converse on religion with whoever would 
listen. 

‘ I was occupied,* he says, ‘ in going from house to house, until I 
had visited the greater part of my native parish, together with neigh- 
bouring ones : the people now began to assemble in great numbers, so 
that the houses wherein we met couldj^not contain them* The Word 

was 
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was attended with such power, that many on the spot cried out for 
pardon to God, and such as lived in malice confessed their sins, iiiakinp^ 
peace with each other, and appeared in concern about tiieir eternal 
state. Family w^orship was set up in many houses; and the churches 
as far as I had gone were crowded, and likew ise the Lord’s table.’ 

He soon became laudably desirous of taking holy orders ; but 
we cannot join those who censure Bishoj) Clagett for not ordain- 
ing him before the canonical age. The following passage, 
which is said to occur in Whitfield’s Journal, appears to us an 
extraordinary one to have been reproduced in Welsh by a jieison 
calling himself a clergyman, and therefore not a stranger to the 
practice of the Church ; — 

‘ He (Harris) endoavourod twice to obtain orders; he was fit in 
every sense: but he was refused, on the pretext that he was 

not of age, though he was at the time iwcnl\j-iwo years and six 
months .* — Life of Rowlands, B. 

Surely, a delay of six months, in order to attain the proper age, 
was not a very unreasonable requirement. J'he impatience.*, how- 
ever, of Harris at first, and iiis subsequent perseverance in a 
course of zeal, which sat in judgment upon regular authority, 
seem to have prevented his becoming a clergyman. Yet, if liis 
attachment to the Church was not consistent, it was genuine? in 
its kind. His societies were fiirmed on the model of those of Dr. 
Woodward ; his school at Trevejcca (which has been succeeeleel 
by a different institution) was held for a time in the parish 
church, and the wheJe tone of his life and mind is enthusiastic 
rather than sectarian. 

‘ I was carried/ he says, ^ori the wings of an eagle triiimphanlly 
jibove all pejnseciitioii. I took no partienhir texts, but eliseoursed 
freely, as tlie Lord gave me utterance. The gift 1 liad received wa*^, 
as yet, to convince the conseienee of sin. There appeared now a 
general reformation in several counties.’ 

We find him subsequently encouraged l)y»a letter from Whit- 
field, and by the concurrence of many fellow-labourers, who 
sprang up suddenly under the impulse of a common spirit. For 
seventeen years his life was one of journeying and jircagtiing 
throughout a land of storms, and a people, as -he believed, of 
heathens. There are touches of fancy, which denote perhaps 
unconscious exaggeration in the annals of his labours. When 
interrupted in his sermon by a turbulent mob, his custom was to 
kneel down and pray; while in this attitude, if a stone missed 
him, or the deadlier blow of a reaping-hook were diverted, it 
became a manifest, miraculous, answer to his prayer. Yet 
neither the smile to which we are tempted by the enthusiast, 

nor 
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nor the polemics into which we mi^ht easily be provoked by the 
preacher, ever destroy our sympathy for the man. His temper 
seems to have been naturally amiable, and the great anxiety of 
his later years was to retain in communion with the Church the 
more eager disciples, who were already hurrying on from schism 
to schism. 

‘ Several,* lie tells us, ^ were going to the Dissenters and other 
parties, and I thought it my duty to declare against them by laying 
Scripture proofs before tliem — as the example of the prophets of old 
and good men, who abode in the Jewish church, notwithstanding its 
degeneracy in every respect ; and our Saviour and his apostles attended 
service at tlie hour of prayer in the same church, though they knew it 
was to be abolished. . . . .^id as the late revival began in tlie 

Established Church, wc tliiiik it not necessary or prudent to separate 
ourselves from it, but our duty to abide in it, and to go to our parish 
clmrcli every Sunday, and we lind that our Saviour meets us there.’ 

Harris did not escape that estrangement from his associates^ 
which seems the destiny of those who beget a spirit of change. 
We find him in tlie latter part of liis life at variance with Rowlands, 
and founding a sort of monastic establishment, by which the 
Church service was attended as well on holydays as Sundays, at 
Ti ovecca. Even his integrity did not escape unmerited suspicion 
and he was happy in dying (July, 1773, mtat. GO), before errors, 
of which his teaching contained the germ, broke out into heresies 
which he would have been the first to condemn. His funeral 
was ccleliratcd in characteristic language by Lady Huntingdon 
and her daughter. Six clergMncn in succession blew the Gospel 
Irumjmt on that occasion with remarkable power and freedom ; 
and, amid the vast multitude of mourners who assembled, ' there 
were some special seasons of Divine influence both upon the con- 
verted and the unconverted.’ 

Soon after, if not simultaneously with Howel Harris, a far 
more striking personage, whose labours w'cre to produce more 
permanent effects, ^ad entered upon tlie scene. Daniel Row- 
lands, of Llangeitho (born in 1713), did for Wales whatever 
Wliitfield did for England, and perhaps something more. He 
sprang from a family of strong character and keen impulses. 
WilU sinewy frame and glowing imagination, he could play 
alike the alldcte or the orator. No one surpassed him as a 
youth in activity and strength ; nor did he hesitate, when first 
ordained^ to join, after his Sunday duty, in the games which were 
then universally popular. But a day came when tSrifiith Jones, 
of Llanddowror, preached in the neiglibourhood ; and Rowlands 
determined to be one of the audience. Some accounts speak of 

* Drycb yr A., pi». 136-139. 

a previous 
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a previous mental struggle ; but his biographer describes him as 
standing with a look of pride and defiance in front of the pulpit ; 
while the aged preacher, at whom he scoffed, saw already in spirit 
an Elisha who, he prayed, might be destined to succeed him. 
As the sermon proceeded, the face of scorn changed first to 
an expression of doubt, then of shame ; when it ended, the 
scoffer went out from church an altered man. His work hitherto 
had been a jiatchwork of forms ; it was now to be a ministry of 
the Spirit. The fervid eloquence, which gave vent to liis new- 
born convictions, became more attractive than that of his teacher ; 
and we soon hear of an ungodly squire, who came with hounds 
and huntsman to church, undergoing the same conversion as he 
had himself experienced, during a ^igle sermon. Still for a lime 
he was pronounced by the enlightened to stand too exclusively 
upon Mount Sinai, and his warning to a reckless world was 
uttered in a voice of thunder. By degrees we are told that his 
views became clearer ; but his power from the first of startling 
men, by awakening a sense of sin, and convincing them that the 
Grave and Hell already ^a\vned beneath their feet, is said to have 
been absolutely unrivalled. A woman, who came twenty miles 
from Ystradfin to Llangeitho to hear liim every Sunday, per- 
suaded him to extend his operations ; at first by prcacliing in 
churches where permission was given,j|Lnd subsequently by less 
legiliinate means. The profane among his parishioners set up a 
rival congregation of wrestlers and foot- ball players. Rowlands, 
nothing daunted, went out to expostulate ; and bis success in the 
attempt first made him venture on that system of field- jire^aching, 
W'hich became so fruitful in strangely mingled, but certainly won- 
derful, effects. Still, for about a quarter of a century, he served 
his two churches, with a stipend of ten pounds a-year, ))rcaching 
occasionally in a third, famous both for the eloquence of St. 
David and the j)ious war of Goroiio ab Cadogan, which is thus 
described : — 

‘ IJandewi-hresoi is very largo, capable of cori^iining three thousand 
people or more ; but it was not too large at that lime. There were no 
seats for the greatest part ; most of them stood, and the church was 
filled from one end to tlie other. The appearance of the mult^udes 
that assembled Was very remarkable. Many followed Rowlands from 
one church to tlie other, and did not return home till late in the 
evening, and some not until the following morning, without eating 
anything from Sunday morning until Monday. The spiritual food 
they had was sufficient for a time to support them without any bodily 
sustenance.’ — Life^ p, 24. 

Attractive as the preacher might be, bis reading was equally 
impressive. It is a singular testimony to the inherent power of 

our 
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our glorious Liturgy, that Rowlands found its language the most 
effective instrument in touching the hearts, and, we must add, in 
stirring the fanaticism of his hearers. It was not his overbearing 
eloquence, nor the passionate appeals to conscience, which no 
man ever made more forcibly, but the solemn sound of the 
Church of England’s prayers, ^ By thine agony and bloody sweat, 
by thy Cross and passion, Good Lord, deliver us,’ which first awoke 
the slumbering poetry of that ancient people whom he addressed, 
and fired their imagination with the same fervour in religion which 
their forefathers had shown in battle. It was while these words 
were read at Llangeitho* that tears and convulsive sobs, followed 
by cries of Gogoniant (Glory V) and (Blessed !), first 

broke out, and ran through the multitude like a contagious fever. 
One of the most difficult piobleins in the philosophy of religion 
would be to determine the precise j^roportion in which genuine 
force of conscience co-operates on such occasions with hysterical 
or nervous emotion. ' Certainly no solution would be satisfac- 
tory which entirely omitted either of these two elements in the 
phenomenon. A similar excitement attended the preaching of 
Wesley and Whitfield ; but the latter, accustomed as he was to 
kindred scenes, was surprised by the emphatic form which the 
epidemic assumed in the Principality. Mr. Milman has happily 
remarked that the climate of Africa worked into the language 
and creed of its inhalhtants : so in South Wales it seemed as if 
the old ajflaius of the bards had passed from minstrelsy into 
religion. I'he exti'cinc agong of the Saviour, as the Welsh litany 
has it, became present to men’s minds, as a spectacle to shudder 
at, while they cxulled frantically in the deliverance which it 
WTought. A succession of such scenes constitute, we are told, a 
revival (though by an unfortunate ambiguity the same Welsh 
word means also reforinatiou^, and seven of such revivals are 
alleged to have t.aken place, at intervals of seven years, in the 
ministry of Rowlands. Some circumstances which attended 
them gave offence to<^he weaker brethren ; but, a|j.^Ir. Charles of 
Bala instructs us, ‘ we are not permitted the slightest degree of 
doubt that it was the work of God.’ The subsequent change of 
life, in many persons concerned, is adduced to prove that their 
emotion was more than transient ; though, if sucl#Xvere the rule, 
it must be allowed to have admitted of very numerous ex- 
ceptions. 

From about 1740 to 1762 the movement thus generated had 
continued its course, and in the latter year reached the height of 
its fervour. It had commenced in the Church, and was chiefly 
propagated by clergymen ; but such stray and insignificant con- 
gregations of Dissent as then existed were eager to welcome un- 
expected 
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expected allies. As generally happens in a time of excitement, 
the distinctions which previously-marked men were Merged in 
the Shibboleth«of friend or foe to the new apostles : while to the 
sturdy squire,, no less than to the scholar armed, they were still 
^ brainsick Methbdists,’ of whom his detestation was to be recorded 
even on his tombstone — to the multitude, and especially to the 
softer sex, they weresmessengers not of mtin, but of God. True 
Christianity was said to have been buried, except for a brief interval 
at the Reformation, from the days of St. Paul. The very men who 
had most assailed the superstition of elder days for its proneness 
to believe in visions and portents, now f^nd no lack of miracles 
attesting the revival of tlie true faith. Near Nevin, on the wild 
arm of Carnarvonshire, in the stormy valley where lej^end had 
found fit resting-place for the discrowned old\-agc of Vortigern, a 
man named John Roberts was in distress about his soul. During 
his trouble, he saw in vision a head coming ^^p from South Wales 
and lighting the whole country. He readily inferred that it for- 
boded a revival of religion; and accordingly this result soon 
followed in England and America, * and we ])oor Cymry,’ says 
our author, ^received an abundant share in the blessing.’* A 
woman, who refused shelter to some preachers at Barmouth, had 
her house wrapt in bright flame befor^ morning by the hand of 
Providence. A wild bull, let loose upon the congregation of 
saints at Rhos-y-^IVyvan, turned and gored his owner. A dig- 
nitary (if we understand aright the phrase gwr urddasol, which 
seems intended to be contemptuous) had threatened to inform a 
gentlewoman that her tenant harboured preachers, but before 
he could execute his purpose he became speechless and died, 
leaving the entertainer of angels unmolested. We must ac- 
knowledge that the author of the Mirror of the Times, notwith- 
standing bis studious imitation of Scripture, reminds us against 
our will at one time of the Apocrypha, and at another of the 
biography of some Romisji saint. His scenes of persecution 
lose nothing filr want of colouring, and b^e generally tlm ad- 
I'antage of illustration by Scriptural parallels. Any attempt to 
tame down the supernatural of his narrative would only leave an 
incorrect impression. But we shall best give our i^eaders a1ff idea 
of his matter by some extracts taken at random from his table of 
contents. We there read how the Chancellor of Bangor preached 
against the Gospel, and the^ parish clerk of Llanor satirised its 
professors in an ‘ Interlude how, when Mr. Rowlands had per- 
mifsioia to preach in the church at Nevin, the choir went on 
singing, to their own glory and lbe great trial of his patience, the 

* It pnMitces a imil« to fiud tliat IjtUhcp Houdley has a plac« Among this writer's 
army Jf martyrs, ^ ' 
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whole of the 119th Psalm; how the persecution increased ter- 
ribly ; how stones were thrown throu< 7 h the Capel windows 'at 
Pwllheli; how Mr. Price, a friend of T)anlel Rowlands, wos both 
hit with a stone and prevented from preaching by a noisy drum; 
how the Vicar of Rhyddlau and his wife hated religion; how a 
thunderstorm frightened the persecutors at St. Asaph ; how an 
orthodox Guy Fawkes attein])ted a gunppwder jilot at Llan- 
sannan. and was frustrated; how two drovers ^^ere assailed by 
mistake for preachers at Corwen, but, being used to broils, turned 
upon their persecutors like the e\il spirit on the sons of Sceva; 
how the Divine judginentcame upon ' a dignitary * for persecuting 
a jireacher; how the same judgment canfc upon lid ward Hughes 
and I'homas Jones ; how a profane minstrel was hired at Dolydd 
Byrion to drown the preacher’s voice, but, after being fortified 
with drink, was seized with a shaking in his limbs, which made it 
impossible for him to «ap]m)arh ; how at Machynlleth, a place of 
heathenish orthodoxy, a lawyer stood up threatening, but was 
healed of his disease, like Naaman, by the teaching of a servant- 
maid ; how the preachers found, on entering each town, a vast 
and gloomy multitude with savage looks boding persecution ; how 
they were beaten, stoned, and driven into duck-ponds ; how 
strange pi'ovidences often preserved tliein by land and water; how 
women sometimes mocked, but generally assisted them ; how they 
arraigned all mankind with faithfulness as naked and miserable 
sinners, and declared the necessity of a new birth by taking hold 
of the only appointed refuge. Lower down we find the table 
become more melancholy, but not less instructive. It is there 
set forth how the Kneniy threw a spark of strange fire into the 
bosom of llowel Harris, which he mistook for a coal from the 
altar ; how he quarrelled with Rowlands, and how sad tvere the 
results; how *re^ivals’ became scarce: how Antinomianisin 
afllicted Mhe churches;’ liow Mr. Popkin fell off to Saixdhna- 
nianlsin, and Mr. Peter Wdlianis to Sabellianlsin ; how some 
men in Pembrokeshire devised doctrines to whi^i the Romish 
purgatory is not to be compi^red — some thinking with Origen the 
Devd might be saved, others, with Mr. Froude, that sin was im- 
possible; how spiritual interpretations refined Scripture away, 
and Antinomianism affected even household worship; how many 
people were persuaded to believe in an invisible family resembling 
fairies ; and how " Mary of the while^antle/ whe^erhaps was a 
coarser edition of St. Catherine of Sienna, came as a missionary 
from Satan into Merionethshire. Throughout his work the author 
seems to have been* familiarly aduiilted not only to the counsels of 
heaven, but to those of tho prince of darkness. . 

It may lie asked, what the bishops did, while this strangely- 
vot. Lxxxv. NO. CLXX, z chequered 
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chequered movement was convulsing the land. Perhaps, how- 
ever, they might retort with the question, What could we do? 
Among the many excellencies of the Church of England, that of 
elasticity cannot be reckoned ; and unless she were prepared to 
sacrifice the characteristics of her system, there would always be 
some limit where concession must cease, and enthusiasm would 
fret. She seemed now to have brought forth Titans, whose? giant 
struggles rent her womb, and, in presence of her aspiring children, 
she became hke one in whose month are no effectual reproofs. 
We can just conceive it possible that the rarest combination of 
delicacy with firmness might have cherished that sense of the 
abiding power of the Hilly Spirit, which was the real merit of the 
men we have mentioned, and have checked the extravagances to 
which this true idea was perverted. But such an union of quali- 
fications is not given to every one; and it is scarcely a disparage- 
ment of the bishops of the time to say they did not possess it. 
After a long career of Indulgence, it would seem that Daniel 
Rowlands received certain monitions which he disregarded, and 
the revocation of his licence was the result. It is iinpossiblg not 
to regret the separation which ensued; but we hardly venture to 
affirm, with the same confidence as some of our authoriticjs, that 
it could have been prevented. 'J’he vehement old man, whose ago 
had only rendered his convicaions stronger and his oratory more 
commanding, immediately extended the range of his influence. 
From every part of Wales — from the mouth of the Wye up to the 
Dovey and the Conway — people flocked, like the Israelites to 
Jerusalem, in order to hear the eloquence, and receive the sacra- 
ment from the hands, of one who had acquired the dignity of a 
martyr. The appearance of mountain valleys, threaded by vast 
numbers of simple people from afar, is described as most pic- 
turesque and affecting. These multitudes, hungry and tliirsty, 
their souls fainting on the way, were refreshed b> the glad tidings 
which they heard. The usual organization of Methodism followed ; 
and the revival of the Church degenerated into a schism, which 
has become hereditary — a less hopetul faith than our own would 
add — irretrievable. 

Rowlands died in October, 1790 — aged seventy-seven. It is 
highly creditable to him that he never spoke with bitterness of 
the great Christian mother, ip whose arms he had been originally 
nurtured. Na relish of intlice was added to what he believed 
to be the bread of life. He seems always to have felt, what the 
honest frankness of the Welsh people allows to appear even in 
their most sectarian publicatit^ns^ that the Church of England, 
including its elder British sister, has directly or indirectly been 
the medium, by which alone the influences of Christianity have 
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been kept alive in their country. The following colloquy be- 
tween Rowlands, shortly before his death, and his son is too re- 
markable to be omitted : — 

‘ ‘‘ 1 have been persecuted (said Mr. K.) until 1 got tired, and you will 
be persecuted slill more, yet stand by tlie Clmrch by all means. You 
will not, perhaps, be repaid for doing so, yet still stand by it — yea, 
e\en unto death. There will be a great revival in the Church of Eng- 
land ; this is an encouragement to you to stand by it.” Tlie son said, 

Are you a prophet, father?” To this he ans\veri‘d, “ Xo; 1 am not 
a prophet, nor tlie son of a propliet, but God lias made this known to 
me on my^kne<\s. I shall not live to see it.” Then tlie son asked, 
“Shall ] live to see it?” He then put liM hand for a-time over his 
eyes, and afterwards said, “ Yes, you may live to see it.” ’ — L^fe^ Ap- 
pendix M. 

One fatal circumstance which has come to our knowledge, 
though not written in the chronicles of AJethodism, would alone 
prevent us from styling Rowlands an ajvostle. His wife proved 
unworthy of his affection ; and he drank deep consolation at a 
sourcfj which undoubtedly contributctl to give bis jvreaching its 
peculiar energy. \ et ue would not mention otherwise than with 
regret a fact wiiich touches the consistency of bis conduct rather 
than the sincerity of bis principles. 

We have more uriinixed pleasure in dwelling on the character 
of Williams of Ihint-y-celyn. He was a man in whom singular 
purity of seutinieiit added grace to a truly original genius. He 
])rodiiced by bis hymns apd their music an effet t more abiding 
than Rowlands by Ins sermons. Neither St. Epbrein of Syria, 
nor our own Milton, conceived more strongly than the \\ elsh 
jxict of the genuine Muse of religious poetry as the influence of 
the Holy Sjiirit. His direction to other composers was, ‘never 
to attempt to compose a hymn till they feel their souls near 
Heaven.’ His precept and practice in this respect have been 
compared to those of Fra Angelico. He was in deacon’s 
orders ; and, though his poetical temperament, encouraged by 
tlic advice of Whitfield and the example of Harris, betrayed him 
into the usual course of itinerancy, which he long continued, he 
seems to have regretted in his later years that he had diminished 
his usefulness by a zeal inconsistent with discipline. This regret 
should have been better considered by writers who represent him 
as the victim of persecution. It is ^rious to find that, after fiity 
years of singing and preaching, he thus describes in one of his 
last letters* the result of his own and his companions^ labours. 

‘ Believe me, dear Ofcarles, the.Antitrinitarian, the Socinian, and 
Arian doctrines gain ground daily. “ Our unwary new-born Metliodist 

• The letter is given ut large by Sir T, Phillips, pp. 136-7. 
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preachers know notliing* of these things; tlierefore pray innch, that no 
drop of the pernicions liquor may be thrown into the divine fountain of 
vhich tlie honest Methodist drinks. Exhort the young preachers to 
study, next to the Scriptures, the doctrines of our old celebrated 
Keforniers, as set forth in the Articles of the Church of England and 
tlie tliree Creeds, tlie ApostU"^^ the Nicene, and the Athariasian. 
They will see there the great truths of the Gospel set forth in a mo>t 
excellent and suitable manner; they are a most sound fonn of* words 
on the high and spiritual things of God.’ 

The closing experience of men of this stamp deserves as much 
consideration as tfieir conduct at tlirce-and-twcnty. • 

Peter Williams, of Carmarthen, is a man sulBclenlly remark- 
able. and has happily been liis own biographer.* As St. Augustine 
heard a voice saung, ToUc, Icr/e, so our Peter ‘not once, but 
several limes when he was alone, heard a voice superior to any 
human voice; as different and distinguishabh? as the voice of 
thunder from the sound of a trumpet; yet it was not terrible, hut 
comfortable; and it jmt lam in mind of the Scripture, that the 
angels of (J(ul encamp round about them that fear Him.’ A 
person so hnoured became easily con\inred tliat the oi dinary 
modes of religion were d(*ad forms, and that the (diurcli, like the 
world, lav in wickedness, his first inclination was to awaken 

rather than fuisake. He obtained the charge of a parish, which 
enjoyed an annual visit from its Vicar; and after some warfare 
airainst wakes, and other tricks of Popish ignorance, liad an 
nnsaiisfaciory interview with his Bishop, and ‘ went out from tin? 
Palace without lh(? offer of meat or drink,’ He ne.\r piessed the 
matter home with the Ahlermen of Swansea, who declared their 
opinion that lie would not continue long there; and, thinking him 
too zealous, 'did not invite •him to dinner; so everything seemed 
to confirm what he often thouirlit, that he was called to be an 
itinerant preacher.’ (A{/e, p. cl.\.xii ) In another curacy we find 
him wrestling liodily for his pulpit with ‘ a supplanter ’ (for 
which, however, he expresses contrition) ; and although lie 
‘preached powerfully,’ the keeper of the purse told him, ‘It is 
reported that you arc a Methodist, and I have resolved not to 
pay you any salary at all.’ After this series of misfortunes, an 
eminent exhorter introduces him to the avowed Methodists, and 
the same dislinelivc energy re-appears in his wanderings and 
persecutions. W<‘ find hiii^alled a Cradoc f and a round liead, 
and often bespattered with eggs and dirt; then immured in a 
public-house, amidst scores of scoffers, like Samson among the 

* S<*e fill* antobio^jraphy in the AppeHilix to KliezerAVilliams’i Kiiglisli workn. 
Lonilon, Craclock, 1810. 

f Cradoc w.'iz one of (lie earliest Piiritui i reacb^rs in Wale?, uiul the name was 
afterwards applied opprubri(;U8ly to (be Hrit dlithudisls. 
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Philistines; sufferinf^ indeed here rather an excx*ss of hospitality, 
from whieh, when its urireiicy abated, he ‘ counted his deliverance 
as wonderful as Daniel s from the lions’ den.’ The narrative, 
which we have faithfully abridged, reminds us of a doubt, which 
once suggested itself in reading the life of Mr. Simeon, how far 
])ersonal foibles may have provoked a feeling which is often 
termed hostility to religion. Yet these did not ]irevent Peter 
Williams from distinguishing himself by literary labours of amoro 
arduous kind than might have been exp(*cted fioin his position; 
and his various editions of the Ibble, with a concordance and 
annotations, deserve to be mentioned with respect. 

We must refer to the copious and interesting pages of Sir 
T. Phillijis for details of various worthies who succeeded. 
Mr. Charles, of liala, seems to have lieen a man of liberal and 
enhivated mind. His suggestions led more or less directly to 
the cslablishinent of that equivocal institution, the 13ible Society : 
and, as late as the vear 18 J I, he was prevailed upon, apparently 
against his bctt<*r judgment, to pnnide for aDonatibtic succession, 
by laying unauthorised hands upon new teachers. U]) to this 
time, the proper Methodists, who must be ilistinguished from 
Independents or Dissenters (these two latter iiords being used in 
Wales as synonyms), bad felt great scruples as to the propriety 
of receiving the sacraments except from clergymen who had been 
regularly ordaine<l. Some personal iiogb i t or disappointment 
seems to liave lieen originally considered by Charles as a ])rovi- 
dimtial call to preach the Gospel in his own fashion; and those 
who judge human nature wisely will not withhold a certain 
amount oP sympathy from such mingled motives. In a coarser 
character, as we see in the sail histories of Goronwy Owen, and 
1^'vaii l^vaiis (commonly known as Evan Brifdijdd hii\ Anglich 
The tall Poet *), both c lergymen, and both ill-fated bards, the 
same disappe^intment might have led to sottishness and degrada- 
tion. ‘Being turned out of three churches in this country/ said 
Charles, ‘without the prospect of another, what shall I do?’ 
Yet later in life he could say, ‘ I might have been preferred in 
the (’hnrch; it has been repeatedly offered me; but 1 really 
would rallier liavc spent the last twenty- three years of iny life, 
as I have done, wandering up and down our cold and barren 
country, than if I bad been made an Archbishop. It was no 
choice of mine; it was Providcnce^hat led me to it.* .. 

In the celebrated John Elias, at a somewhat later date, we find 

* It ia cuatoiiiary with W»»lsli Itanla to iiasume a citljer from the place 

of their nativity or from s^nio persoii.il ^pculiarity. This Evans was of \ery lemark- 
ul)le utaUire. Ho may be ktiowii to our KiiglitilL leaders Jis a liieraiy coiro.qj undent 
of nUliop Percy's, and as the editor of some fair bpecimeiis of Jiardic lemains. Ho 
also |ttihiislie<l sermons, with a pioface of advice to the bisliops oi tl»e ^Vebli sees, 
tellin^H;l]om that they ncre ‘tl»c ahum i nations, witchcrafts, and iurccries ot a whore.* 
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extraordinary powers of intellect, chastened by profound and 
child- like humility. We know not if anv charficter in the volumes 
belhre us leaves altogether a more pleasing impression on the 
mind. His teaching was as practical as it was vivid ; his advice 
to his own children is of the most touching simplicity ; his errors 
seem to have been chiefly things of circumstance ; and he can 
only be called a schismatic in the same sense as Chalmers i>v 
Robert Hall. Yet this man, who calculated eclipses, who swayed 
multitudes by his eloquence, and wl.o enjoyed in his country 
almost the influence of Chalmers in Scotlaml, was the child of a 
Welsh peasant, stinted by a churlish c*ongregation {Life, pp. oO- 
97), and goaded by fiercer follijwcrs into bigotry at which his 
heart revolted (?Z>zV/.,pp. 198-201). Though his biography, w hich 
professes to be written by an English clergyman, abounds in 
editorial twaddle, it betrays the working of his mind towards a 
purer system. Had he been nurtured in some high hall of ancient 
wisdom, and saved by position as well as early influence from 
the temptations of a sect, how difterent might have been his 
history! He died in June, 1841 — Utinam noster fuisset! 

We have no ambition to usurp the province of the future Weale, 
He will assign a prominent place in his gallery to Jones of 
Llangan, and still more so to the Baptist ("hristmas luans,* who 
mingled, not unlike a Capuchin friar, broad humour with pathos. 
He will also tell how the harvest of Methodism was free from 
Armiiiian tares until the close of the century; how Wesleyanisin 
was then introduced, and attracted many proselytes, though its 
congregations have never been so numerous as those of the Cal- 
vinists — still called by way of emphasis, and not in ally oflensne 
sense, Methodists — whose doctrines were cither more home-spun, 
or at least more congenial to the Welsh mind. 

It may be asserted, generally, of the class of men of whom we 
have presented our readers with some fair samples, that they 
conceived themselves to be fighting the battle of divine truth. 
Neither were they so contemptible in intellect or knowledge as 
they have sometimes been supposed. Perhaps, also, in some 
questionable matters, they were as much sinned against as sinning. 
Those who share our own conviction, that any shred of Christi- 
anity is precious, will panlon for its sake some accompaniment of 
evil. How far the human corrupted the divine, and earthly pas- 
sion assumed the language di Heaven ; whether even the pure 

* We are not sure whether it was Christinas Kvans, or John Elios, wiio, at a Hible 
Tneeting to which Lord Anglesey iiad been seduced as {iresidetit, painted in cboire 
Welsh, with a proper portion of the ‘serus in ^tum redeas/ a scene, in which admis- 
sion was asked for his Lordship into Heaven.^ To th^Xx^rd Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
tiie Commander of the Cavalry at Waterloo, the answer was, ' Not known here;* mid so 
on, in diverse diKtiities; but when introduced as President of thp Jjible Society, the 
rejdy became, 'That is written here; let him come in,* 
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ideal of .Methodism is not founded on such an exaggeration of 
some true poi lions of religion as practically to distort them ; and 
whetlicT its distinctive characteristics are not morbid, while its 
life, so far as it lives, depends only upon what it enjoys in com- 
mon with the (’hurch, are questions on which we had rather 
furnish our readers with the materials for judging than ourselves 
presume to decide. But whatever may be the naiure of its influ- 
ence u])on the Welsh, tljcre can be no doubt of its extent. 3’he 
two societies, which are termed in Wales M(‘tljodists ami Wes- 
leyans, and which correspond nearly to* the followers of Whitfield 
and Wesley in England, number about twelve hundred congre- 
galions between them. Their declared members, with those of 
otlier sects vvliicii nun now unhappily be grouped with them as 
DisbtaUers, constitute an eighth, and their ordinary attendants 
amount to at least a fourth, of the entire population. VV’iien the 
jirosjK'ifJus farmer or his thrifty servant would seiure his savings, 
he invests his fortune, not in railway shares, but in ])art ownersliip 
of a iiufeting-house ; so that interest as well as conscience directs 
him to snpjiort this new establishment, which has already its 
traditions. Nor do these figures adequately represent their influ- 
ence, since the teirqier of the conventicle often creeps into higher 
places, and is sedulously represented as the only true Protes- 
tantism. Opinions generally of this stamp seem to be stereotyped 
in the country. Among the machinery by which the popular 
mind is taken hold of, a prominent j)lace must be assigned to the 
Sunday schools, which are w'orked w ith a laudable diligence, by 
which, however, Sunday becomes a day of toil. Hence, at least, 
tlie indigenous mind is formed upon a certain interpretation of 
the ]?ible. If this peculiar wisdom is not alwa\s justified of her 
children, she still teaches them some wliolesoine lessons. An 
extraordinary impuUc has been given to a jiurely native school of 
thought and literature. Not only numerous editions of the Bible, 
concordances, bymii- books, and tracts of a missionary nature, but 
songs, ncw'spa])ers, magazines, ami treatises on jiopular topics, 
such as geography and agiiciillure, stream yearly from the Welsh 
press. How far sedition contributes a cerlam garnish W'e are not 
now inquiring. Those who imagine the Welsh intellect asleep, 
or llio language inoperaii\e as a medium of instruction, have still 
to read a chapter in conlcmporarv luslory. The very book, 

* Drycli yr Ainseroedd/ from whichr we have quoted, and others 
of the same kind, such as ‘ Hanes y Bedyddwyr * (History of the 
Baptists), though not free from a certain mythical ♦ air, are highly 
calculated to take hold of the popular imagination. Josephus 
Bcciiis to be a favourite author. On opening the *1 raelhodydd * 

• We use the word mythical, n\ iU projier hUtoiical sense, to denote unconscious 
shaping of the imagiiiatiui), 
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(Tractarijjn), a magazine of some merit, we were sur«|irisccl to 
find essays on the ‘ Horie Paulinae,’ on the philosophy of Coleridge 
and of Plato, not to mention interminable discussions of Oxford 
divinity and other lighter subjects. It would have given us 
sincere pleasure to have added that the knowledge of the writers 
had taught them any degree of charity. This influx of fresh 
thought is even cxpandi^ the language ; which is evidently 
growing and enriched daily by the formation of sell-evolved words, 
esjiecially such as denote abstraction and generalisation. This 
is a circumstance which we would recommend, in passing, to the 
attention of the parochial clergy. 

Nor, again, ha\c such influences been without effect in 
modifying the character of the people. A ccitain democratic 
and litigious tone has been given to the middle and lower classes. 
Strength of purpose is the usual inheritance of Puritanism. Tiie 
modern Welsliiiian neither excels in reverence, nor sins bv 
listlessness; but dis])lays rather a marked energy and hardihood 
of ])erseverancc, with some tendency to be dis])utatious and 
pragmatical. "J'hc harsher features, however, of the latter ele- 
ment are softened by a warmth of affection which seems natural 
to the pe<jple ; and, notwithstanding some allegations now^ beiorc 
us, that the habit of dwelling upon jirivilege rather than duly 
is unfavourable to a high moral tone, we are Inclined to believe 
that, in transactions between man and man, the conduct of the 
Welsh is still stamped in general by firmness and fidelity. 
It requires a long time to bieak down a national instinct id’ 
honesty, and although the principal fault of the lower classes 
may he a proneness to overvalue devotional rxcilcinent and 
formal sciiplurahsni, yet a certain corrective influence from 
the Church may ])reM*nt these temptations from doing their ex- 
treme w'ork. 

But the cft’ects of Methodism in Wales were destined to he 
modified by other agencies, which we need not apologize for .^aylng 
little of ill this place as tliey have already been discussed at some 
length in our Journal. (Q. R. vol. Ixx. p. 158.) The task of 
those religious teachers who moulded a primitive race of shepherds 
and fanners, with many predisposing influences in their favour, 
had been comparatively easy. But, between 1740 and 1788, the 
iron-trade of Great Britain quadrupled itself, and within almost 
the first century of the Metlibdistic hegira, or by the year 1847, 
the same trade had increased its Welsh exports alone from 
nineteen hundred tons to upwards of five hundred thousand ; the 
entire mineral exports of South Wales alone jn that year amount- 
ing in value to considerably more than seven millions sleiling.'*' 

• For llie whole of thr»e amt part of the subsequent j)ir.turc, we lelv utMin 

SirTbomasPhillifje, p. ^ * 
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It is oljvious that the immediate effect of such growth was to open 
new markets for agricultural produce, and by creating new wants, 
as well as the means of supplying them, it gave an enormous 
stimulus to the general progress of those parts of the country 
Adiieh it might seem less immediately to affect. Rut if these 
a(Uantages ^^ere not purchased at ^o high a price, they were 
at least attended by serious drawback^ in a moral point of view. 
What sort of jiopulation grew up in cons(‘({uencc of that trade 
m.'iy be seen vividly described in various Reports of Commis- 
sions upon Alines and Collieries, as well as that upon the State 
of h^ducation in Whales. Sir Thomas Phillips protests against 
llie des(‘ri])ti()ii given in the last as over-coloured; and Air. 
Tremenheere points out several distinctions in favour of the 
Welsli mining districts, as compared with some others in the 
kingdom. ^Jlie state of their houses and their personal habits, 
li(* tells ns, show greater cleanliness, and their observance of 
Sunday is more orderly, while their dissipation lies in the 
iis(* of bc?er rather than of ardent spirits. Yet, speaking gene- 
rally, those fields of iron and soot, which have become work- 
sho]>s of. Alammon, differ only in detail or degree. Ill trained 
by ])arent, seldom warned by priest, and little cared for by 
employer, }ct enjtning wages wliich place sensual gralihcalion 
wdiluif re:ich of an unspiritualised nature, these men are found 
])recise]y in that state most calculated to break down the moral 
being and to throw back humanity into barbarism. If such 
elemenis of corrujilion had been insufficient, the constant migra- 
tion into the coal and iron districts of shoals of the least settled 
characters from all parts of the country would supply any lack of 
evil. Out of loOjOOO persons in the mining portions of Glamor- 
gan and Aloinnoulhshire. nearly C0,000 are not natives of either 
county. The native Cymry protest wiih reason against any 
estimate of the national character which may be formed upon in- 
ference from such an heterogeneous population. Yet there the 
mass of evil and danger exists. The atmosphere is one of smoke 
and the district of grime — ^ the jicople are savage in manner, 
and ndniic the repulsive rudeness of those in authority over them"* 
The public opinion which pervades such masses is formed neither 
by tlie press nor the pulpit : but by the laugh of the dissolute, 
mingled with the pining of occasional want, and the ravenousness 
of criminals scarce escaped from the law. This is the way we 
cherish the image of God. Yet one book of a higher kind is the 
subject 'of lectures amid the colliers in the neighbourhood of 
Newport, as well as among the students of the University of 
Cambridge. Sir Thomaaf Phillips heard, in 1839, the theory of 
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property laid down in Palcy's ' Moral Philosophy/ inculcated by 
men of rude eloquence upon their hearers, with applications and 
inferences little contemplated by the Archdeacon of Carlisle. 
The keen lojjic of uneasy toil is somewhat different from that of 
literary leisure. Thus, as the Roman empire saw hordes of bar- 
barians lowering over its luxurious decay. Great Britain cherislu's 
in her own territory intestine vultures already llockin" to th(' 
carcase of order and civilisation. Unfortunatclv it has happened 
that the districts, where these elements of trouble hav(‘ most 
largely developed themselves, are precisely those where the 
Church is in a irreat measure crippled, not so much by natural 
poverty, as by the sacrilege of her nominal friends. A melan- 
choly list of lich impropriations and poor vicarages, with churches 
ruined and schools neglected, in parishes of formidable extent, 
belongs to tin? statistics alike of the sees of Landaff and St. 
David. The Archdeacon of the former sec asserts in his charge, 
that at Aferthvr 'l^dvil th<‘re is ( hurch-room for about a tenth, 
and at Aberdare for not quite a thirtieth of the resident poj)u- 
lation. Xor is the mere building of a stray church in the moral 
wilderness an adequate reniedv. It is mtji, said the wise Greek, 
icho niahe the riti/. W here the great mass of the popular zeal has 
been directed into a different channel, -and churches have no 
tolerable endowment either to repay a learned education^or to 
counterbalance the stirring temptations of life in more favoured 
scenes, how’ shall we find the Griffith Jones, or the Joseph 
Milner, to stand between igrioiancc and crime and to stay the 
plague? Even in North VVales, where the Church has been 
less despoiled of her revenues, the modern cradles of m neial 
and manufacturing wealth present similar jihenoimma. \ ct the 
quarr\men of Merioneth and Carn.arvon shire are coinparaiivi ly 
a respectable set of men; not, indeed, Chiirclimen, and not 
highly enlightiuied, hut generally Christian and intelligent, with 
many of the erimforts which depend upon high wages, and not 
only reading, l)ut in some cases contributing to a literature of 
their own. The quarries, in which they work, certainly rank 
among the wonders of the kingdom, and may fairly divide with the 
Britannia tube the attention of the tourist. The accounts whicli 
W’e have heard given of the men’s habits by the teachers, in whom 
they place most confidence, ^how room for improvement ; hut 
are far from inspiring us with tlie same uneasiness as the state of 
corresponding districts in South Wales. 

It is here, then, that our Welsh friends experience the difficul- 
ties of Dissent. Here was a fair field for the spiritual descend- 
ants of Daniel Howlands to justify theif principles by their results. 
A single street in Bryn Mawr, or Merthyr Tydvil, with a row of 
happy and orderly homes, would have beep a more imporrant 
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trophy than records of the most ^lowin^ emotion kindled by 
transient eloquence, or the most confident explanation either of the 
mysterious beinj? or the unsearchable counsels of the Most Hip:h. 
We should even have considered it a belter test of relijjion than 
chapels freed from debt or the parade of teetotal processions. It 
cannot, indeed, be al leered tliat the persons alluded to have not 
made some such attempt as we suffjrest : their square meeting- 
houses with conventicular-headed windows, and some text of 
Scrij)tuie presumptuously a])plied, rise by lh(‘ side of the tall 
chimney and at the mouth of the inriuntain coal-pit. Consider- 
able merit should be allowed to their Sunda\ -schools, which, 
thoujrh imjierfect in their teaching and deficient in mental and sj)i- 
ritual exercise, have doubtless in many localities proved tt) a certain 
extent useful in c<immunicatinp: relijrious instruction. They are 
throiiired by larii^e numbers both of children and adults, who are 
lormed into classes, and entrusted to t(‘achers. the most distintruishcd 
ior zeal and ability. Nor do these lorm the jnost attractive 
})art of their exhibition. The preacher, ireneially wrapt in 
an ample cloak, and riding on a small pony, may be seen, 
as he approaches, attended by swart admirers, who neverthe- 
less require the occasional stimulus of a ‘ oifted man’ from a 
distance. W^e will not disparage his eloquence; it commences 
low and affects argument, then rises in a sort of climax or pecu- 
liar (jamut to the highest notes of his voice. We have thus an 
ingenuous blending of the synagogue with the theatre. All arc 
on tijitoe to catch a glimpse of some favourite orator. The 
same multitude, vvlio either would not enter church or were 
utterly uninterested by llie service as they gimerally find it per- 
formed, here sing and groan in velieiiient choi us. Roused to 
emotion rather than patient of discijiline, and stimulated by assur- 
ance of election rather Uian urged to work out their salv%'Uion, as 
well as enjoying occasional insinuations against whatever is esta- 
blished in Church or State, they hum a sort of grim applause, 
and go forth, in too many cases, to work some pleasant sin. Thus 
they tread ‘ jiaths to lieaven,’ which, then^ is some reason to fear, 
may possibly lead to a different terminus. We are, indeed, very far 
from Staying that such a worship interposes /to check to evil, or .that 
the W’ord returns altogether empty; but we ask in sorrow. Is the 
check an adequate one I John Elias may have left among his suc- 
cessors many as good subjects as he was himself; but would tlie 
favorite Roanerges of any chapel in South Wales have dared to de- 
nounce Chartism? Would not his stipend be in danger, if, by an 
inopportune quotation from St. James, he were to run counter to 
the tradition of his sect? May not the character of the most 

* * Life of Eliasf p. 14S. 
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popular preaching be inferred from a complaint, which wc find in 
page 56 of Drych yr AmscroediU that the old heathens of the 
church, befi>re the time of Daniel Howlands, used to say as they 
plodded homeward, 'That was a good sermon to-day, if wc could 
but practise half qf it?’ Does the saving imply such utterly 
legal blindness as the author quoting it imagines — or might it not 
be profitably repeated by our modern revivers of the Evangile? 

However deplorable immorality may be cls(M\here, it assumes 
a more offensive aspect when found in combination niili liigh 
spiritual pretensions. It can scarcely, therefore, be matter lot- 
surprise, that persons who contrast all that they hear jirolessed 
with all that they find practised in the Principality, should some- 
times indulge in dcnunciali(ins of too s-.veeping a cast. Descrip- 
tions, which would be strongly worded of the worst distric ts, have 
been made to comprehend the whole country. Cliarges have* 
been brought forward of a harsher character than we carc' to 
repeat. We do not subscribe to them. It seems to be forgotten 
that some amount of inconsislenc} is loo universal among mankind 
to be the one suffic ient reason for inferring hvjiocrisy. riie truili 
is, probably, not that the professors of Methodism in the Princi- 
pality are much w'orso than other men: hut that they profess to 
be much better and are not. Some allowance must be made for 
the inherent defects of their system, and possibly also some for a 
natural enthusiasm in the Cimbric temperament. To lay iniieh 
stress upon the last consideration would require a Wronger belief 
than wc profess in the very doubtful generalizations of ethnology; 
yet it was wisely said by Mahomet, 'If it had jilcased Ciod to 
make all men alike, he could have done so ; but as it is, he has 
made them different.’ 

When the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the state 
of Education went down into the Princijialily, they ajijiear to 
have given too easy credence to representations made in a s])irit 
of mutual antagonism. The Dissenter thought the Church 
beathenish or popish, and the Churchman thought the Dissenter 
vicious; the ili-employed barrister imagined that a people who 
contribute so little to the maintenance of criminal Irtwycrs must 
have some latent vice to account for such a peculiarity;* wliile 
the lover of English undcfiled was unal)lc to conceive of a peoph* 
speaking a different language, as having any expression of 
intellect or medium of instruction. The verdict of the Coin- 
missirmers would certainly have had more weight — perhaps it 
might have/been a different finding — if they had themselves l)oen 
able to converse in their own longue with, the men lind children 
whom they examined. John Styles, at least, would cut a bad 

figure. 


* Sir T. PhilliiJi, p. 77. 



]\[dhodism in Wales. 


341 


figure, if examined in French, even after a year’s schooling at 
Stratford-lc-Bow. 

Wet ire not about lo lend any countenance to the ridiculous sup- 
position that gentlemen of the rank and character of Ihcse Coni- 
JiiissioiKTs would have condescended to anything like intentional 
inisrejiresentation. Yet, unfortunately, there does appear a certain 
colouring in the Ilejiorl, which has not suited the peculiar vision of 
any among the parties who are delineated. We are inclined to attri- 
bute some features, which savour of exaggeration, to causes above 
suggested, and some to a preconception tliat they were to find a 
certain slate of things, whicli accordingly they found.* The latter 
innuonce perhaps operates generally on compilers of blue-books; 
and, if it were otherwise, the Whig system of inultijihing commis- 
sions would come to an untimely end. 'J he result, at least in the 
jiresent case, Is not absitlutely satisfactory. ^I'lie Commissioner.s 
seem lo have relied loo much upon hearsay, a species of evi- 
dence which they could ihcnnsclvcs only glean from that section 
of the population which is familiar willi English. '|' In our own 
opinion, which is formed upon some comparison of various 
sources of information, their Kc^port is about as correct a picture 
of tlie Piincipality as one of England would he, compiled by a 
I’reneh writer on statistics, from speeches of Mr. Cobclep on the 
aristocrac'v, and descriptions of our manufacturers by Mr. 
1 ’errand. Roth would be founded on facts; but on facts so 
dressed that their most intimate friends no longer recognize 
them. One thing is certain: if the Arabian Nights had been 
bound in blue paper, and transmitted into Wales as a faithful 
description of the people', they would hardly have excited more 
general astonishment. A Iiost of scribes and orators rushed for- 
ward lo the rescue. Of the j)ublications which appeared on the 
occasion llic most amusing* was by the Dean of Bangor, the 
cleverest by a writer calling himself Artcgall, and far the most 
imjmrtant by Sir Thomas Phillips. This gentleman, who is not 
inoio known by his gallant and successful resistance to a dan- 
gerous outbreak in 1839 than by his active exertions in the cause 
of education, has taken the opportunity of publishing a volume, 
which is a perfect encycIop<rdia of trustworthy information on all 
subjects connected with tlic religious and educational stale of his 
country. Ilis book is more valuable, though his case is less striking, 
because he evidently conceals nothing, and often rises from the 

• The instruction given tliein, to look out in Wales for peujan iij/7i/enoes, seems an 
instance of fuieguno conclusions of a cuiious kind. 

f In (Cardiganshire, ihi^stronghold probaldy of the Welsh language, we find that 
only 3()00 persons out speak English, We have no such pecise data before 

us as to the rest of \>'alcs. 
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zeal of an advocate to the impartiality of a judge. Tt would, 
indeed, be easy for the gentlemen, whom in one or two chapters 
of his work he assails, to justify, bv quotations from his pages, a 
considerable portion of the details, though certainly not the 
brea<lth of statement or general spirit which mark their Report. 

There are two points on which Sir 'I'liornas apjiears to us 
eminently successful, and his success de]iends upon a simj>le 
appeal to authentic figures. lie goes largely into the sad statistics of 
perjury and violent crime, taking care to distinguish the two mining 
counties of Glamorgan and Monmouth. In these two we find 
more criminal convictions than in the eleven remaining counties 
of Wales ; while in the whole of Wales we still find the ratio of 
crime to population not quite half that of Kngland, and in the 
eleven more primitive counties it is less than one-thiid. On the 
other hand, the number of persons convicted in W'ales is about 
eioht per cent, less in projiortion to those committed for trial tlian 
is the case in Kngland ; and various considerations, of which the 
most iirijiortant is the probabilitv of error arising from two lan- 
guages, are adduced to show that this result is not caused by 
perjurv, or unwillingness to convict : — 

‘ Jurors may not understand the speecli(‘s of the eounsid, or the 
charge of tlie judge; and tliendbre it is p(*culiaily unfair to impute to 
them coiTupiion and a forgetfulness of their oath, wlimiever they may 
give ail erroneous verdiet. It might, indeed, lx* exfiected that, under 
siieli eircumstaiiee.s, imTea.sing the proverbial uncertaihty of Jury- 
trials, \erdicts would often he given again.st the weight of evidence; 
but this is not found to occur more freipiently in Wales than at a-sizes 
in English comitie.*’. Again, wdtne'*.ses who have an imp(*rlect know- 
ledge of Eiigli'*h, and who therefou* de.sire to gi\e e\i(U*iiee in tlieir 
native tongue, are susjiected, witliout reason, of feigning inability to 
speak English in order to gain time Uy pervert the truth. Judges 
have been known to compel .such men to give evidence in broken 
Eiigli.sh, without feeling the iiardship and jios.sible injusti(;e; of which 
they would he acutely sensible if, in a foreign land, they were them- 
selves coinpellefi to giNo evidence on oath in a foreign tongue, which 
they might understand well, yet speak imperfectly .* — Sir T. Phillips^ 
pp. 78-79. 

Upon the delicate subject of chastity we must refer to the 
abundant illustration furnished by the book before us.* We arc 
not compiling a blue-book. It does, however, appear, if any 
reliance can be placed on figures in such matters, that the Cam- 
brian fair have been unduly aspersed, and deserve a verdict of at 
least comparative acquittal from the charges whiej^ in more 
places than one have been alleged against tb^r pure fame. The 

* Sir T. Phillips, pp. C7, 68. 
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Education Commissioners certainly owe them an apolog’y; and 
to have erred, as they apparently did err, in a matter of such 
importance may justify stronp^er censure than we have thoup^ht 
it necessary to repeat. On the other hand, we hesitate to allow, 
what seems implied by Sir Thomas (p. 68), that the use of the 
English language in liadnorshire has produced in that county a 
peculiar .aptness to tender frailty : nor perhaps is the ratio of 
crime to mere population a cornjilele test of morality unless we 
also know its ratio as regards property. In wealthy .and com- 
mercial countries there is more temptation to fraud and theft than 
in those stages of society which are less removed from the pas- 
toral. Still it is by tests of this kind, which are reducible to 
figures, rather th.an by hearsay gossip, that the character of a 
people must after all be ])ractically determined. 

'I'liose poi lions of the w ork. so creditable on the whole to Sir Thomas 
Phillijis, whic h suggest vaiious remedies for existing evils, deserve 
serious consideration from all persons to wliom duty or affection 
make the ^\clf;lle of the Principality a matter of interest — for, 
after all dcMliiclions from <‘xaggerated statement, and all re.ason- 
able concession to sensitive p.atriotisin, it must be allowed that 
many circumstances in the state of the people call for treatment 
«f a remedial kind. We .admire the vigour and character which 
have enabled a nation of ]»easantry (for the higher classes may 
here be set aside) to dc'velo]) a hierarchy and literature of their 
own. Yet may not such a display have been purchased by the 
saciifice of a sounder system and of blessings more likely to be 
permanent? The sword, by which the Piince of Peace would 
sever his (Church from the world, was never meant to set asunder 
high and low : even if the organization of voluntaryism were more 
effective among its adlierents than a])pears to be the case, it 
would be no slight evil for the sympathies wliich should unite 
rich and poor in the house of their Uc.Tvenly Father, to be 
.abruptly dissociated, and for the n.alural framework of a country to 
be, as it were, bisected into classes of diverse religion. However 
genuine may be the jiurely religious element of thought in the 
humbler frequenter of the meeting-house, he is withdrawn from 
many humanizing inlliiences, and is tempted easily to acquiesce in 
misrepresentation of those superiors, whose kind intentions he has 
so little opportunity of learning by intercourse. Add the harden- 
ing effect of self indulgent luxury upon one class, and the constant 
danger of passion couching itself in Scriptunal language among the 
other, and we divine how religion may be no longer the cord to 
bind, or salt to purify, but the principle of discord t«i shiver 
society. Inhere must be some — we do not doubt there are many 
— among the living teachers of Methodism and Dissent, who are 
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quite capable of feelings the force of such considerations. With 
such men invective would be misplaced. Wc would rather re- 
mind them of the spirit professed..by the masters and .predccc?ss()rs, 
whose principles they believe themselves to inherit. If their ob- 
ject was to awaken, the Church has been thoroughly awakened ; 
if to reform, she is in great measure at least reformed ; if they de- 
sired to strengthen, the inadequate though gigantic strength with 
Mhich she girds herself daily to her superhuman task of regenerat- 
ing our huge masses of domestic barbarism invites them to c:omeiii 
and help her. Have they any prayers better caleulatc^d to cherish 
their devotion than the Liturgy which first called it into life I i hey 
lielieve that their sect had its origin in a jirotcst against the pro- 
faneness of a latitudinarian age. We admit there are some rea- 
sons for that belief; but we contend that no impartial person will 
study the history which we have been sketching, and not conc lude 
that those reasons have been much exaggeralccl. Were not,, after 
all, the two princijial faults of those old heathens of the Church, 
drinking and sabbath-breaking? Serious faults, it must be con- 
fessed ; but one the universal fault of the age, and the other an 
error which admits of an opposite extreme. Has not Wales pur- 
(diased her del iverai^^ from these evils at a c c^silvaiid unnecessary 
price? Has the improvement on these two points been accoin- 
jianied by such a general tone of moral excellence, as might lia\e 
been expected fyom a movement supposed to be especially blcjst 
by heaven? VVe have no disposition to magnify what evil may 
exist, nor to accc'pt as evidence the loose sa}ings of recrimination 
interchanged in a sectarian spirit. J3ut the men to whom we 
allude shall be themselves our judges. We apjieal — not only to 
tlie shade of John Elias, whose old age complained of the decav 
of sound preachers, and the inciease of sin, and of fJod hiding his 
face — hut to the estimate w hich the most Christian-inindcMl among 
themselves at this day would form of tlieir own congregations. 

Do they find truth and honesty of mind, with all other Christian 
graces, flourish and abound ? or docs the strong religious meat 
which they supply rather fad to nourish their hearers in those 
qualities which the heathen called virtues, and with which the 
Christian cannot dispense ? Is not even the aggresswe temper, 
which an increasing section of their body has of late years shown 
against the Church, a sufficient indication that something is wrong 
in themselves ? Wherever the house of prayer is turned into a 
nursery of sedition, or a theatre of declaibation against all govern- 
ment and all old truth, there needs no audible voice, ‘ Let ns fjo 
hence recognise the uninistakeable sign of thei^od spirit 
departing. We arc here only saying what their owti teachers in 
their best days would have said. Pcihaj)s, indeed, the ronn<*ciioii 
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between their beginning and their present state is more intimate 
than we should have gathered otherwise than from experience. 
Even the characteristic strength of their best men seems partly to 
have depended upon blazoning abroad those deep secrets of the 
religious heart, which many others have experienced without asking 
for their expression any other ear than that of their Heavenly 
Father. Such a habit, aided by the eloquence of ^uch preachers 
as Bacon calls ‘ vehement and zealous persuaders, and not scho- 
hastical/ not only protested vigorously against the faults of the age, 
but fired vast multitudes with a religious impulse, which is sup- 
posed to have been necessarily of heaven. So far as the moral 
results justify such an inference, we have no objection to it ; but if 
it depends in any degree upon assemblies moved to tears, or strong 
men shaken by agitation of conscience, we must remark, that in 
many ages and countries similar exhibitions have taken place 
without the aid of any form of Christianity In India and Phrjgia, 
at the old village festivals of Egypt, and amid the Mahometan pil- 
grimages to Mecca, not to mention the more singular tribes which 
have recently been described by Mr. Layard, the same passionate 
out-pouring of human devotion may be traced. Especially it 
strikes us among the Donatists of Africa. lB9*ltesults in part from 
too keen a desire to commune with the Deity otherwise than in 
liis acknowledged attributes. The physical and the spiritual act 
upon each other, until they are almost inextricably blended. Yet 
the very sincerity and fervour of such feelings, especially when 
working upon the facts and doctrines of a true revelation, are 
capable for a lime of producing enormous effects. They 
work, as it w'ere, with the strength of fever. It is when the 
first love cools, and only the habit of extravagances which spring 
from it survives, that we learn how incompetent are such human 
outbreaks to work the righteousness of heaven. There may be 
such a thing as congealed fanaticism. Its better spirit fled, its 
residue mc-iy be only injurious in standing aloof from that com- 
munion and instrumentality which Divine Providence had given 
it as aids to work with. Can, after all, a ‘gifted ’ cobbler work a 
parish? How many hours can he spend daily in his school, or in 
visiting from house to house ? Can a constant succession of men 
be expected, even among the regular teachers, with such fervour 
of devotion and constancy of faith as to supersede the use of 
sound prayers or the necessity of fixed articles? If their strength 
could rise above the Litari)^, would not their weakness fall immea- 
surably below it? Where are already those old Presbyterian 
congregationjl of which we read as formerly existing in ^les? 
Does even t t^elic of them remain? Into how many errors have« 
their descendants degenerated? It must therefore be a subject 
VOL. LXXXV. NO. CLXX. 2 A . for 
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for grave inquiry whether the masses of our Welsh population, 
under their present instructors, are practically good Christians, 
and will they long remain good subjects? May not the present 
religious aspect of the Principality be received as a proof that 
the doctrine and organization given by our Lord and his Apostles 
to his Church are best calculated to imbue men’s minds with 
such well-grounded principles as are emphatically the salt of the 
earth ? To adopt the language of our friends, may not Tehel here 
be written alter Upharsin ? Have not religious division and its 
fruits been tried in the balance, and been found wanting? It 
availed to throw a certain fervour into an hereditary reverence 
which it found existing ; but it has not strength to perpetuate 
that reverence as a ])rinciple of moral action from generation to 
generation. Yet, if all these were absorbeil to-morrow in the 
Church, are her resources in Wales in any degree adequate to the 
work before her? Can she now either mitigate the evil they 
have done, or supply the good which they have left undone ? We 
pause for any satisfactory answer to these inquiries. 


Art, II. — 1. Recf^rches Mcdico-h'ffalos sur T incertitude des sif/nes 
de la mart, les daiujcrs des inhumations prccipitves^ Ics moyens de 
constater les deces ct de rappcler a la vie ceujr qui sont en eUit 
de mart apparente. Par M. Julia de Fontenelle. 8vo. Paris. 
1834. 

2. The Cyclopaedia of Anatomy and Physioloyy. Part VUI. 
Art. ‘Death.’ By J. A. Symonds, M.l). London. 183(5. 

3. Recherches PhysvdcKjvpics sur la Vie et la Mart, Par Zav. 
Bichat. Cinquieme edition, revue et augmentee de notes pour 

. la deuxieme fois par F. Magendie. 8vo. Paris. 1829. * 

TT was the opinion of Addison that nothing in history was V> 
imposing, nothing so pleasing and affecting, as the accounts 
of the behaviour of erriinent persons in their dying hour. Mon- 
taigne before him had given expression to the same sentiment. 
Of all the passages in the annals of mankind, those, he said, which 
attracted and delighted liira most, were the words and gestures of 
d^eparling men. ‘ If/ he adds, ' I were a maker of books, I would 
compile a register, with comments, of various Deaths, for he who 
should teach men to die would teach them to live.’ The register 
would not be difficult to supply. The^ommentary is a loss — rich 
as it would have been in the reflections of a shrewd and thoughtful 
confessions, holding up its feelj^gg, in their 
weakness and their strength, os a mirror in which the readers 
might beholdf||ik|cmselves« But Montaigne, who merely gives ft 
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. formal adhesion to Christianity, and too generally draws both pre- 
cept and practice from the code of Epicurus, was not the person 
to teach others to live or die. He had realised beyond most men 
the terror of death, studied it incessantly in all its aspects, and 
done his best to steel himself against the stroke; but the re- 
sources of religion arc scarcely dreamt of in his philosophy of 
mortality. He treats the question almost like a heathen, raises 
more misgivings than he removes, and does less to reform the 
careless and encourage the timid than to offend the pious and 
disturb the peaceful. He seldom, indeed, touches upon a sacred 
subject without leaving us in doubt whether he is in earnest or in 
jest. He seems, in his bantering way, to be striking with one 
hand while he affects to support with the other; and his attack, 
though far from formidable, is more powerful than his defence. 
He would have been an eminent teacher in Greece or Rome, 
but was no ways fitted to be a master in Christendom. Two 
or three of Montaigne's countruneii have since attempted to carry 
out his concejilion : but not inheriting his genius with his project, 
their woiks are said to be meagre and vapid. More worthless 
they could not be than the similar compilations which have been 
published in I^iiglish ; a page from a jiarisji-register would be 
nearly as ed if ring. 

Addison and Montaigne, in their speculations upon Death, had 
chiefly in view the nicnfal feelings. The physical part of the 
question had <mlv been treated in detached fragments until Bichat 
endeavoured to give a connected view of those changes in the system 
which are immediately concerned in the extinction of life. Even 
this was only a single branch of an extensive subject ; and, far 
from exhausting it, tlie state of knowledge obliged him to rest 
content with a general outline — but it was an outline drawn with 
a master s hand. A more beautiful piece of scientific writing 
C()uld nowhere be found — none more lucid in arrangement, more 
clear, simple, and concise in style. He had to deal with a 
mass of tangled threads, and wove them into a vivid and har- 
monious pattern. A disposition to fanciful system is the prin- 
cipal defect of the celebrated ‘ Researches on Life and Death,’ 
which will continue a classic, when, by the progress of discovery, 
it has ceased to be an authority. Since Bichat led the way, 
numerous writers have followed in his track — extended his expe- 
riments, corrected his errors, and modified his theories. The know- 
ledge is confined at pi^ent to professional works which few 
besides professional men are likely to read, and is too much 
bound upo^tth general physiology to permit us to enter large 

^upon the question. What Bichat imperfectly discussed in a 
Volume, we must dismiss in a page. A summegp of the newest ^ 
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and bfist information will be found in the able and philosophical 
Principles of Medicine by Dr. Williams, or in the Lectures on 
the Principles and Practice of Medicine by Dr. Watson — a 
work upon which his own craft have set the seal of their highest 
approbation, and which it may interest others to be told is not a 
dry detail of symptoms and remedies, but a luminous account of 
disease, which he has had the art to make as entertaining as 
instructive. It was not consistent with the plan of Dr. Williams 
or Dr. Watson to write a formal treatise upon death. This 
w’as done by Dr. Svmonds — whose admirable article in the 
Cyclopaedia of Anatomy and Physiology, though a condensed, 
is the most cornj)rehenslve description with which we are ac- 
quainted. The entire physical phenomena of natural death 
arc ])asscd in review ; the results of original observation are com- 
bined with the researches of others; and some portions of the 
subject, such as the signs of dying, are more elaborately treated 
than anywhere else. Addressed to medical men, it presumes 
a degree of acquaintance with their science; yet two-thirds of 
the essay could hardly be more attractive to general readers if 
it had been penned for their use. General readers, however, are 
less inquisitive on the matter than their deep concern in it might 
lead us to expect, or it would not be confined to the domain of 
the physician. Addison assumed that the interest was as universal 
as the lot ; but though 

Death only is the fate which none can miss, 
another poet has said with almost equal truth that 

All men think all men mortal but themselves. 

Most feel about it much the same as did Justice Shallow : — ' The 
mad da}s that I have spent! and to see how many of njinc old 
acquaintance are dead! Silence. Wc shall all follow, cousin! 
Shalloic. Certain, ’tis certain; very sure, very sure: death, as the 
Psalmist saith, is certain to ail ; all shall die. How a good yoke 
of bullocks at Stamford fair?’ He moralises mechanically upon 
death, pays it parenthetically the tribute due to an indisj)utable 
truth — hut the price of oxen has not the less of liis thoughts. 
We persist in thinking death distant because the date is doubtful, 
and remain unconcerned spectators until wc are summoned to be 
actors in the scene. 

Yet, however little the majority of , men may be tempted to 
originate inquiry, there can hardly be^many to whom an ac- 
count of the mental and corporal sensations which attend upon 
death can be a matter of indifiference when brought before their 
eyes. Father Bridainc, a French itinerant of the last centuryi« 
^ who 
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who in a mixture of eccentricity and fervid eloquence combined 
the two most powerful agencies by which a vulgar auditory are 
attracted and moved, once wound up a discourse by the announce- 
ment that he would attend each of his hearers to his home, — and 
putting himself at their head, conducted them to the house 
appointed for all living — a neighbouring churchward. We deeply 
feel that we arc in many respects little qualified for the subject 
which we venture to take up : there is in it, however, a mysterious 
awfulness which may probably carry on our readers in spile of 
our imperfections. But the profit will be to those who remember, 
as they read, that we describe or attempt to describe the road 
which they themselves must travel, and, like Bridainc, are con- 
ducting them to their home. 

John Hunter called the blood the moving material of life. 
Elaborated from the food we cat, it carries nutriment and stimulus 
to every part of the bod^s and ulijlc in its progress it replenishes 
the waste going on in the frame, it receives and throws off much 
of the effete and worn-out matter which would otherwise clog 
and encumber the machinery. 'Elie moment the blood is reduced 
below a certain standard, the functions languish ; the moment it 
is restored, the functions revive. The brain, in general bleeding, 
is the first to feel the loss ; Jind a mere change of position, by 
affecting tbc amount of blood in the head, wiW make the dif- 
ference beUeen unconsciousness and sense. Where the object 
is to bring down the circulation to the lowest point, the 
safeguard against carrying the depletion too far is to make the 
patient sit up ; and when faintness ensues, sensibility returns by 
lading liim backwards, which immediately sends a current of 
blood to the brain. The effect of the circulation on a limb is 
seen in the ojieration for an aneurism of the leg — a disease in 
which the arlerw^ unable to resist the force of the blood, continues 
to distend, until, if left to itself, it usually bursts, and the patient 
bleeds to death. To prevent this result, the main artery itself is 
often tied above the tumour, and thus the blood is stopped short 
of the place where it was gradually working a fatal outlet. The 
lower part of the leg, cut off from its supply, at once turns 
cold, and, unless nature were ready with a new provision, would 
quickly perish; but if, by the disease, man is shown to be fear- 
fully, the remedial contrivance proves him wonderfully made. 
The trunk artery sends dut numerous tributaries, which again re- 
join it further on in its course, and those above the aneurism gra- 
dually dilate to receive the obstructed circulation, and, carrying it 
past the break in the channel, restore warmth and vigour to the 
"drooping limb. What is true of the leg and br&in is true of 

every 
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every portion of the body. Not an organ can subsist deprived of 
a due and healthy circulation ; and when the blood is brought to 
a stand in its career^ or is in a particular degree deficient in quan- 
tity or corrupted in quality, then is death inevitable. ^We are 
born,’ sa)s Seneca, ‘ by a single method — we die by many.’ But 
though mortal diseases are legion in their seat and nature, they 
may all be resolved into the destruction of the circulation, like 
the radii of a circle which come from an infinity of directions and 
meet in a point. 

The heart is the agent for propelling the blood. It acts the 
part of a pump to the system, plays without our aid at the rate 
of four thousand strokes an hour, and sometimes continues in 
operation a century; but no organ, however marvellous in its 
construction and performances, can be beyond reach of injury 
and disease in a liody created mortal by design. Tlie lieart is the 
seat of numerous disorders which destroy its power of contraction 
and expansion, and when its action ceases the blood must stop ; 
but extreme cases are llic clearest illustration of principles, and 
the effects of arresting its pulsations are seen best when the event 
is sudden. Tiiis is no uncommon occurrence. The passions of 
rage, joy, grief, and fear make themselves felt in the (cntrc of 
circulation ; and these all liave the power, when intense, to 
paralyse the heart in a moment, or (?ven to burst it by the 
agitation they create. A lady, overjoyed to hear that her son had 
returned from India, died with the news In her ears; another, 
prostrate with grief at parting with a son who was bound for 
Turkey, expired in the attempt to bid him farewell. Physical 
causes, in like manner, j)ut an immediate and lasting stop to the 
heart. It may be done by a blow on the stomach, by the fall 
from a height, by too violent an exertion. 

The lungs are no less essential to the circulation. The entire 
blood of the system passes along their innumerable vessels on its 
return to the heart, and ejecting through the pores the foul matter 
collected in its circuit, receives in exchange a fresh supply of air. 
The process is stopped in drowning, when there is no oxygen from 
without to inhale; in hanging, when the communication is cut off 
with the lungs; in the morbid effusions which prevent the air 
from reaching the blood ; in the pressure which liolds down the 
chest and iibdomen and will not permit them to play ; and in 
injuries of the portion of the spinal cord whence the nerves are 
derived by which the muscular movements of respiration are sus- 
tained. A vast variety of accidents and diseases operate in one or 
other of these ways, and with the uniform consequence that the 
unpurified blooa becomes stagnant in the lungs and stops the 

road. 



351 


Fontenelle on the Signs of Death- 

road. Breathins: is indispensable to life, because the blood will 
, barely move an inch without it ; and though it did, would carry 
corruption in its round instead of sustenance and health. 

The brain is the centre of nervous power, and without its agency 
we are unable to think, move, or feel ; but the immediate effect 
of mortal injuries is to^iaralyse the action of the heart or the 
lungs. The apoplexies in which the blood escapes with force 
into the brain, and breaks up its substance, kill through the first; 
the congestion which is less violent acts by impeding, and ulti- 
mately arresting, the movements of the last. In either case the 
circulation slops, and with it life. Whatever is the locality of a 
disease, the heart and lungs are either implicated themselves, or 
through the nerves and brain ; and in the majority of disorders 
the whole are enfeebled together, till it is difficult to determine 
which is failing most. In some diseases the blood itself is utterly 
corruj)tcd, and every organ it touches feels its deadly influence. 
In others, the stomach is incapable of discharging its office, and 
the fountain is dried up which replenished the stream. The 
original slock, depositing its vitality as it goes, gets smaller and 
smaller every round. >Soon the waste in the s}stem exceeds the 
supply ; the decaying parts drop away, and no new matter takes 
their place; the whole frame dwindles and languishes, and the 
organs, every instant feebler in their action, become finally 
motionless. 

Rarely is there seen a case of death from pure old age. In 
those who live longest, some disease is usually developed which 
lays the axe to the root of the tree ; but occasionally the body 
wears itself out, and, without a malady or a j)ain, sinks by a slow 
and unperccived decay. All the jiged approximate to the condi- 
tion, and show the nature of the process. The organs have less 
life, the functions less vigour ; the sight grows dim, the hearing 
dull, the touch obtuse; the limbs lose their suppleness, the mo- 
tions their freedom, and, without local disorder or general dis- 
turbance, it is everywhere plain that vitality is receding. The 
old are often indolent from natural disposirion ; they are slow in 
their movements by a physical necessity. With the strength en- 
feebled, the bones brittle, the ligaments rigid, the muscles weak, 
feats of activity are no longer possible. The limbs which bent 
in youth would break in age. Bentley used to say he was like 
his battered trunk, which held together if left to itself, and would 
fall to pieces with the jolts and rough usage of better days. Lord 
Chesterfield, in his decrepitude, was unable to support the rapid 
motion of a carriage ; and when about to take an airing, said, in 
allusion to the foot*3 pace at which he crept along, ' I am npw 

going 
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gfoing: to the rehearsal of my funeral.’ The expression was one 
of many which showed that his mind had not participated in 
the decay of his body ; but even wdth men less remarkable 
it is common for the intellect to remain unbroken amidst sur- 
rounding infirmity. 'Jlie memory alone seldom escapes. Events 
long gone by retain their hold — passing incidents excite a feeble 
interest, and are instantly forgotten. The brain, like a mould 
that has set, keeps the old impressions, and can take no new 
ones. Living rather in the past than the present, the aged 
naturally love to reproduce it, and grow more narrative than is 
always entertaining to younger ears; }et without tlie smallest 
sense of weariness, they can sit for hours silent and unem- 
ployed, for feebleness renders repose delightful, and they need 
no other allurement in existence than to feel that they exist. Past 
recollections themselves are sometimes erased. Fontenelle — not 
the author on our present list — outlived the knowledge of his 
writings, but the winter which destroyed his memory allowed 
his wit to flourish with the freshness of spring. He could mark 
and estimate his growing infirmities, and make them the subject 
of lively sayings. ‘ I am about,’ he remarked, ^ to decamp, and 
have sent the heavy baggage on before.* When Brydone’s family 
read him his admirable Travels in Sicily, he was quite uncon- 
scious that his own eyes had beheld the scenes, and his own 
lively pen described them ; but he comprehended what he heard, 
thought it amusing, and wondered if it was true ! 

Next the body relapses into helplessness, the mind into 
vacancy — and this is the second childhood of man — an expres- 
sion upon which some physiologists have built fanciful analogies, 
as if infancy and age, like the rising and setting sun, were the 
same unaltered object in opposite parts of the horizon. But 
there is little more resemblance than in the vegetable world 
between immaturity and rottenness. Sir Waller Scott, when 
growing infirmities made him speak of himself playfully ns 
coming round to the starting-point of the circle, said he wished 
he could cut a new. set of teeth. The remark touched the 
distinction between the morning and evening of life. Age and 
infancy are both toothless, but the teeth of the former are 
coming, the teeth of the latter are gone — the one is awakening 
to a world upon which the other is closing its eyes. The two 
portraits are in perfect contrast. Here activity, there torpor — 
here curiosity, there listlessness — here the prattle of dawning 
intelligence, there the babbling of expiring dotage. Decrepitude 
which has sunk into imbecility must be endeared by past recol- 
lections to be loved. But to despise it is an insult to human 

nature. 
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nature, and to pity it on its own account, wasted sympathy, 
Paley riijlilly asserted that happiness was with dozing old age in 
its easy chair, as well as with youth in the pride and exuberance 
of life, and if its feelings arc less huo\ant they are more placid. 
To die piecemeal carries with it a frightful sound, until we learn 
by observation that of all destroyers time is the gentlest. The 
organs degenerate without pain, and, dwindling together, a perfect 
harmony is kept up in the system. Digestion languishes, the 
blood diminishes, the heart beats slower, and by imperceptible 
gradations they reach at last their lowest term. Drowsiness 
increases with the decline of the powers — life passes into sleep, 
sleep into death. Do Moivre, the master of calculation, spent 
at eighty twenty hours of the twenty-four in slumber, until he 
fell asleep and awoke no more. J lis was a natural death un- 
accompanied by disease, anil, though this is uneoinmon, yet dis- 
ease itself lays a softer band upon the aged than ih^young, as a 
tottering ruin is easier overthrown than a tower in its strength. 

The first svmptom of approaching death with some is the 
strong presentiment that they arc about to die. Ozanam, the 
mathematieian, while in apparent health, rejected pupils from the 
feeling that he was on the eve of resting from his labours, and 
ho expired soon after of an apoplectic stroke. Flechicr, the 
divine, had a dream which shadowed out his impending dissolu- 
tion, and, believing it to be the merciful warning of heaven, he 
sent for a sculptor and ordered his tomb. ‘ Begin your work 
forlhwdlh,’ he said at parting ; ‘ there is no time to lose and 
unless the artist had obeyed the admonition, death w'ould have 
proved the r|uioker workman of the two. Mozart wrote his 
Requiem under the conviction that tlie monument he was raising 
to his genius would, by the power of association, prove a universal 
monument to liis own remains, VV^hen life was flitting fast, he 
called for the score, and, musing over it, said, ‘ Did I not 
tell you truly that it was for myself I composed this death- 
chant?* Anotli(?r great^ artist, in a dilTerent department, con- 
vinced that his hand was about to lose its cunning, chose a sub- 
ject emblematical of the coming event. His friends inquired the 
nature of his next design, and Hogarth replied, ‘ The end of all 
things.* * In that case,’ rejoined one of the number, ' there will 
be an end of the painter.’ What w^as uttered in jest he answered 
in earnest, with a solemn look and a lieavy sigh: * There will,* 
he said — ‘ and therefore the sooner iny work is done the better.* 
Ho commenced next day, laboured upon it with unintermitUng 
diligence, and when he had given it the last touch, seized liis 
palettOi broke it in pieces, and said, ‘ I have finished.* The 
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print was published in March under the title of ‘ Finis,’ and in 
October ‘ the curious eyes which saw the manners in the face ’ 
were closed in dust. Our ancestors, who were prone to look into 
the air for causes which were to be found upon earth, ascribed 
these intimations to supernatural agency. It was conjectured 
that the guardian g^enius, who was supposed to attend upon man, 
infused into his mind a friendly thoujjh p^loomy forebodinp:, or 
more distinctly prefip^ured to him his end by a vision of the ni^jht. 
John Hunter has solved the mystery, if mystery it can be ( ailed, 
in a single sentence : ^ We sometimes,’ he savs, ‘ feel \\ithin our- 
selves that we shall not live, for the livin;T ])()\vers become weak, 
and the nerves communicate the intcllis^ence to the brain.’ His 
own case has often been quoted ainonjj the marvels ot wliicli lie 
afforded tlio rational explanation. He intimated on leaving liome 
that if a dis^ssion, which awaited him at the Hospital, took an 
angry turn, it would prove his death. A colleague gave him 
the lie ; the coarse word verified the propheeVt and he expired 
almost immediately in an adjoining room. Tliero was everj thing 
to lament in llie circumstance, but nothing at which to wonder, 
except that an} individual could show such disrespc’ct to the 
great genius, a single }ear of whose existtmee was worth the 
united lives of his opponents. Hunter, in uttering the jne- 
diclion, had only to take counsel of his own experience wdihout 
the intervention of invisible spirits. He had long laboured 
under a disease of the heart, and he felt the disorder had reached 
the point at which any sharp agitation would bring on the crisis. 
A memorable instance of the weakru’ss which accompanies the 
greatness of man when an abusive appellation could extinguish 
one of the brightest lights that ever illumined science. No 
discoverer has left more varied titles to fame, and none lias given 
more abundant evidence that lie would have added to the num- 
ber the longer he lived, for liis mind teemed with original ideas, 
and fast as one crop was cleared away another sprang up. 

Circumstances which at another time would excite no atten- 
tion are accepted for an omen when health is failing. The 
order for the Requiem with Mozart, the dream with Flechier, 
turned the current of their thoughts to the grave. The death of 
a contemporary, which raises no fears in the young and vigorous, 
is often regarded by the old and feeble as a summons to them- 
selves. Foote, prior to his depjirture for the Continent, stood 
contemplating the portrait of a brother- actor, and exclaimed, his 
eyes full of tears, ' Poor WesUm !* In the same dejected lone 
he added, after a pause, ‘ Soon others shall say, Potit Foote ! ’ — 
and, to the surprise of his friends, a few days proved the justice 
^ of 
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of the proofnostication. The expectation of the event has a share 
in producing: it, for a slight shock completes the destruction of 
prostrate energies. Many an idle belief in superstitious times 
lent a stimulus to disease, and pushed into the grave those who 
happened to be trembling on its brink. Kings and princes took 
the shows of the skies for their particular share. Louise of Savoy, 
the mother of Francis I., when sick of a fever saw^ or fancied she 
saw, a comet. ' 11a! ’ she exclaimed, ^ there is an omen which 
appears not for people of low degree : God sends it for us great. 
Shut the window ; it announces my death ; I must prepare.’ Her 
physicians assured her she was not in a dying state. ^ Unless,’ 
she replied, ‘ I had seen the sign of my death I should have said 
the same, for I do not nnself feel that I am sinking.’ She sank, 
hf>wever, from that time, and died in three (lavs. Confidence 
in tlie jihysician is ])roverbially said to be half the cure, because 
it keeps up hojie, and lends to the body the support of the mind ; 
but when despair co-operates with the distenijier, thev re-act upon 
one otlior, and a curable complaint is easily converted into a 
mortal disease. The case of Wolsev was more singular. The 
morning before he died he asked Cavendish the hour, and was 
answered past eight. ‘ Fight of the clock,’ replied Wolsey, 

^ that cannot be, — eight of the clock, eight of the clock, — nav, 
nay, it cannot be eight of the clock, for by eight of the clock shall 
you lose >our master.’ The day he miscalculated, — the hour 
came true. On the following morning as the clock struck eight 
his troubled spirit pass(?d from life. Cavendish and the bystanders 
thought he must have had a revelation of the time of his death, 
and, from the way in which the fact had taken possession of his 
mind, we suspect that he relied upon some astrological prediction 
which had the credit of a revelation in his own esteem. 

Persons in health ha\e died from the expectation of dying. 
It was once common for those who perished by violence to 
summon their destroyers to appear within a staled time before 
the tribunal of God; and wc have many perfectly attested 
instances in which, through the united influence of fear and 
remorse, the perpetrators withered under the curse and died. 
Pestilence docs not kill with the rapidity of terror. 'Lhe pro- 
fligate abbess of a convent, the Princess Gonzaga of Cleves, 
and Guise, the profligate Archbishop of Rheims, took it into 
their heads for a jest to visit one of the nuns by night, and exhort 
her as a person who was visibly dying. While in the perlorm- 
ance of their heartless scheme they W'hispercd to each other 
* She is just departing,’ she departed in earnest. Her vigour, 
instead of detecting the trick, sank beneath the alarm, and 
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the profane pair discovered in the midst of their sport that they 
were making merry with a corpse. A condemned gentleman 
was handed over to some French physicians, uho, to try the 
effects of imagination, told him that it was intended to despatch 
him by bleeding — the easiest method known to their art. Cover- 
ing his face with a cloth, they pinched him to counterfeit the 
prick of the lancet, placed his feet in a bath, as if to encourage 
the stream, and conversed together on the tragic symptoms sup- 
posed to arise. Without the loss of a drop of blood his spirit 
died within him from the mental impression, and when the veil 
was raised he had ceased to live. Montaigne tells of a man who 
was pardoned upon the scaffold, and was found to have expired 
while awaiting the stroke. Cardinal Richelieu, in the hope to 
extract a confession from the Chevalier de Jars, had him brought 
to the block, and though he comported himself with cxtraoidinary 
courage amf cheerfulness, yet when, an instant or two after he 
had laid down his head, his pardon w'as announced to him, he w as 
in a state of stupefaction which lasted several minutes. In spile 
of his apparent indifference to death, there was an anxiety in the 
pause when he was momentarily expecting the axe to descend, 
which had all but proved fatal. 

When disease passes into dying, the symptoms usually tell the 
tale to every eye. The half-closed e^es, turned upwards and 
inwards, sink in their sockets ; the balls have a faded, filmy look ; 
the temples and checks arc hollow', the nose is sharp ; the lips 
hang, and, together with the face, are sometimes pale from the 
failure of the circulation, and sometimes livid from the dark blood 
which creeps sluggishly through the veins. Startling likenesses 
to relations, and the self of former days, are sometimes revealed 
when the wa5ting of the flesh has given prominence to the frame- 
work of the face. The cold of Dcatli seizes upon the extremi- 
ties and continues to spread, — a sign of common notoriety from 
time immemorial, whicli Chaucer lias described in verse, Sbak- - 
spearc in still more picturesque prose. The very breath strikes 
chill ; the skin is clammy ; the voice falters and loses its own 
familiar tones — grows sharp and thin, or faint and murmuring — 
or comes with an unearthly mufUecl sound, 'riie pulse, some- 
times previously deceitful, breaks down ; is first feebler and then 
slower; the beats are fitful and broken by pauses; the intervals 
increase in frequency and duration, and at length it falls tf) rise 
no more. The respiration, whether languid or laboured, be- 
comes slow at the close; the death-rattle is heard at every 
expulsion of air; the lungs, like the pulse, become intermittent 
in their action ; a minute or two may elapse between the efforts 
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to breathe, and then one expiration, which has made ' to expire ’ 
synonymous with ^ to die,^ and the conflict with the body is over. 

As an abstract description of man would fit everybody, although 
forming a portrait of no one, deaths have their individual 
peculiarities, in which the differences of detail do not affect 
the likeness of the outline. Many traits are frequent which 
are far from usual. Some when they are sinking toss the 
clothes from their chests, and though the attendants, indefati- 
gable in enforcing their own notions of comfort, replace them 
unceasingly, they are as often thrust back. There must be op- 
pression in the covering or it would not be thrown off, but the 
jiatient himself is frequently unconscious, and the act is instinc- 
tive, bkc the casting aside the bed-clolhes on a sultry night in 
the obliviousness of sleep. Others pick at the sheets, or work 
them between their fingers, which may be done in obedience to 
an impulse of the nerves, or to excite by friction the sense of 
touch, which is growing benumbed. We have seen persons 
among the lower orders liiirst into tears at witnessing an action 
which c()^ve^cd to their minds a sentence of death. The senses 
arc constantly subject to illusions. The eyes of the dying will 
conjure up particles which they mistake for realities, and attempt 
to catch them with their hand, or if they arc looking at the bed 
they suppose them specks upon the clothes, and assiduously en- 
deavour to brush tlKiin away. The awful shadow cast by death 
throws a solemnity over every object within its range, and gives 
importance to actions that wHiuUl otherwise be thought too trivial 
for notice. Kars, soon to be insensible to sound, are often assailed 
by imaginary noises, which sometimes assume the form of words. 
Cowper, who was afterwards the thrall of fancied voices, which 
spoke as his morbid spirit inspired, heard three times, when he 
hung himself in earlier days, the exclamation ‘ *T is over ! * 
The old idea that the monitor of man summoned him when his 
final minute had arrivevl, may easily have been founded upon 
actual occurrences, and the agent was invented to explain an 
undoubted and mysterious effect. Shakspeare, who possessed the 
power to ])ress everything into his service, has recorded the 
superstition in Tv(»llus and Cvessida: — 

Hark ! you are vailed: some say the Genius so 
Cries CoMu! to him'^hat instantly must die I 


The workings of the mind, when taken in connection with the 
physical weakness, are often prominent among the symptoms of 
dissolution. Many of the ancients held the nomssima verba in 
high esteem. I'liey imagined that the departing imbibed a divine 
power from that world to which they were bound, and spoke like 



Fontenelle on the Signs of Death, 


3'>8 

«-o(Is in proportion as they were ceasing to be men. Though the 
belief is extinct that the prophet’s mantle descends upon the 
shoulders of the dying, there arc some who maintain that as 
the body wanes the mind often shines with increasing lustre. 
Baxter called a church} ard the market-place where all things 
are rated at their true value, and those who are approaching it 
talk of the world, and its vanities, with a wisdom unknown before. 
But the idea that the capacity of the understanding itself is en- 
larged — that it acquires new powers and fresh vigour — is due, we 
conceive, to the emotion of the listeners. 'Fhe scene iiiij>resscs the 
imagination, and the overwrought feelings of the audience colour 
every word. Disease has more fre(]uently an injurious effect, and 
the mind is hcav\, weakened, or deranged. Of the species of 
idiotcy which ushers ui death Mrs. Quickly gives a perfect de- 
scription in her narrative of FalstalFs end — an unrivalled ])icce of 
painting, and deeply pathetic in the midst of its humour: ‘ After I 
saw him fuinljle with the sheets, and play with flowers, and smile 
upon his fingers’ end, I knew there was but one wa\, for his nose 
was as sharp as a pen, and ’a babbled of green fields.’ Falstaff, to 
whom a tavern c hair was the throne of liuinan felicity, and whose 
heart was never open to a rural impression, amusing liimself with 
flowers like a child — Falstafl’, the impersonation of intellectual 
wit, and who kept a sad brow at the jests which moved the mirth 
of every one besides, regarding his fingers’ ends with simpering 
imbecility — there is an epitome of the melancholy contrasts which 
are constantly w itnessed, and which would be mournful indeed 
if we did not know that the bare grain is not quickened exccqil it 
die, and that the stage of decay must precede its sjiringing into 
newness of life. The intellect of Falstaff has degeneratt*d into 
silliness, but he knows wliat he ,sa}s, and comprehends what he 
sees. When llic sen^sibility to oulv>ard impressions is lost or dis- 
ordered, and the mind is delirious, the d}ing dream of their 
habitual occupations, and construct an imaginary present from 
the past. Dr. Armstrong departed delivering medical precepts; 
Najioleon fought some battle o’er again, and the last words he 
muttered were ttte(tarm6e ; Lord Tenterden, who passed straight 
from the judgment-scat to his death-bed, fancied himself still 
presiding at a trial, and expired with, Gentlemen of the jury, you 
will now consider of your verdict ; JDr, Adam, the author of the 
^ Roman Antiquities,’ imagined himself in school, distributing 
praise and censure among his pupils : Jiut it grows dark, he said ; 
the boys may dismiss; and instantly died. The physician, soldier, 
judge, schoolmaster^ each had their thoughts on their several 
professions, and believed themselves engaged in the business of 
life when life itself was issuing out through their lips. Whether ' 

such 
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such words are always an evidence of internal consciousness may 
admit of a doubt. The mind is capable of pursuinj^ a beaten 
track without attending to its own operations, and the least im- 
pulse will set it g^oinp^ when every other power has fled. De 
Lagny was asked the square of twelve when he was unable to 
recofi^nise the friends about his bed, and mechanically answered, 
one hundred and forty four. Repetitions of j)oetry are frequent 
in this condition, and there is usually a want of coherence and 
intonation which appears to indicate a want of intellijrence, and 
leaves the conviction, expressed by Dr. Synionds, that the un- 
derstandino^ is passive. But upon many occasions it is perlectly 
obvious that the languag^c of the lips is sujjjrested by the mental 
dream. The idea of Dr. Adam, that it was growings dark, 
evidently arose from the fading away of tlie vision, as the thick 
darkness of death covered his mind and clouded his perceptions. 
The man himself is his own woild, and he lives arnori^ the 
jihantoms he has created, as he lived among the actual beings of 
ilesh and blood, with the difference, perha])s, that the feelings, 
like the picture, are faint and sliailowy. 

7'here is a description of d}ing delirium which resembles 
drunkeniK'ss. Consciousness remains, but not self-control. The 
individual nature ajipcars in its nakedness, unrelieved by the modi- 
fications which interest imposes. A w'oinan, who had combined an 
insatiable appetite lor scandal with the extremest caution in retail- 
ing it, fell into tliis state a few’ hours before she died. The sluice 
'Wasopcn(*d, and the ’venom and malice were poured out in a flood. 
Her tones, which in health were low and mysterious, grew noisy 
and emphatic — the hints were displaced by the strongest terms 
the language could aflord — and the half-completed sentences, 
which were formerly left ibr imagination to fill up, all carried 
now a tail and a sting. ‘ I verily believe/ said her husband after- 
wards, ‘ lliat she repeated in that single day every word she had 
beard against anybody from the lime she was a child.’ The con- 
centration of the mind upon the single topic, the variety and dis- 
tinctness of the portraits, the virulence and energy of the abuse, 
the indifference to the tears of her children — heart-broken that 
their mother should pass from the world uttering anathemas against 
all her acquaintanceS| living and dead — made a strange and fear- 
ful exhibition, one more impiessive than a thousand sermons to 
show the danger of indulging an evil passion. 

A fatal mal^y sometimes appears to make a stop — the patient 
lives and breatties ; and his friends, who had considered him as 
belonging to another world, are overjoyed that he is once more 
one of themselves. But it is death come under a mask. The 
lifting up from the grave is followed by a relapse which brings 
* down 
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ilown to it apfaln without return. A son of Dr. Beattie lay sick of 
a fever which sutlclenly left him : the delirium was succeeded by 
a complete tranquillity, and the father was congratulating himself 
on the danger being over, when the physicians informed him 
truly that the end was at hand. Death from hydrophobia is 
not seldom preceded by similar appearance of recovery. A 
victim of this disorder, in which every drop of liquid aggravates 
the convulsions, and the very sound of its trickling is often insu])- 
poriable, was found by Dr. Latham in the utmost composure, 
having drunk a large jug of porter at a draus:ht. The nurse 
greeted the physician with the exclamation, ‘ What a wonderful 
cure!’ but in half an hour the man ^^as dead. Sir Henry Hal- 
ford had seen four or five cases of inflammation of the brain where 
the raving was succeeded by a lucid interval — the lucid interval 
by death. One of these was a gentleman who passed three davs 
in lunatic violence, without an instant’s cessation or sleep. He 
then became rational, settled his affairs, sent messages to his 
relations, and talked of a sister lately dead, whom he said he sliould 
follow immediately, as he did in the course of the night. Many 
such instances are upon record ; and Cervantes must have wit- 
nessed something of the kind, or he would nf)t have ventured to 
restore Don Quixote to reason in his final illness, make him 
abjure knight-errantry, and die a sensible as ho had lived a 
worthy man; for throughout his adventures he displays a loftiness 
of principle and a rectitude of purpose which give an elevation to 
his character, and render him estimable when most ridiculous. 
Sir Henry Halford cautioned the younger members of his pro- 
fession against these appearances, which have often deluded 
physicians themselves. The medical attendant of Charleval, a 
French versifier, called out exultingly to a brother of the faculty 
who entered the room, ‘Come and see, the fever is going!* 
After a moment's observation, the other, more experienced, re- 
plied, ' No — it is the patient.’ The amendment is not real unless 
the pulse has improved : the energies of life are otherwise worn 
out; and either the inertness of the disease proceeds from a want 
of power to sustain it, or, if it has fairly retired, the system has 
been too much depressed to rebound. The temporary revival is 
rarely complete ; but a partial intermission, from its comparative 
ease, creates a considerable change of sensation. Hence the 
pause in the disorder has received the name of a ‘ ]ighteniit|^ 
before death’ — a removal of the load of pain and«|||upor by which 
ihe patient was previously oppressed. Shakspeare confines the 
term to the merriment of mind which usually accompanies the 
relief. Paley has said, and he wrote after many visitations of 
gout, that the subsidence of pain is a positive ]>lea8uro which few 
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enjoyments can exceed. The observation is sometimes strikingly 
illustrated in surgical operations, when neither the smarting of 
the wound nor the attendant horrors have the power to disturb 
the sense of satisfaction which directly ensues. Sir Charles 
Bell opened the windpipe of a man attacked with spasms of 
the throat, and who was dying through want of air. The 
incision closed with the convulsive throbs, and it was necessary 
to slit out a piece of the cartilage ; but when the man, whose 
face was lately a picture of distress, who streamed with the 
sweat of suffering, and who toiled and gasped for life, breathed 
freely through the opening, he fell fast asleep while half a dozen 
candles threw their glare upon his eyes, and the surgeons, with 
their hands bathed in his blood, were still at work upon the 
wound, inserting materials to keep it open. A soldier, struck 
in the temple at Waterloo with a musket-ball, had his skull 
sawn through with a trephine by Mr. Cooper, the author of the 
^ Surgical Dictionary,** and a bone pulled out which had been 
driven half an inch into the substance of the brain. Nearly life- 
less before, he instantly sat up, talked with reason and com- 
placency, and rose and dressed the same day. The transition is 
little less sudden in the ‘ lightening before death and though 
the debility is usually too great for exuberance of spirits, there is 
sometimes a gentle gaiety which would have a contagious charm if 
it were not tlie signal of a coining gloom, made a hundred fold 
more dark by the contrast with the short-lived mirth, never in 
this world — unless by the tearful eye of memory — to be beheld 
again. 

The moment which conve^l'ts a sensitive body to inanimate 
matter is often indistinguishable ; but one would hardly think 
that any who had deliberately contemplated a corpse — icy, stiff, 
and motionless, with nothing of humanity except the form — 
could suppose that life might put on the " borrowed likeness of 
shrunk death,’ and men, who were still of the present world, 
be consigned by mistake to a living tomb. Yet many per- 
sons, especially women, are so haunted with the idea, that they 
will almost fear to sleep lest they should wake with six feet of 
earth for their covering and a coffin for their bed. Solemn 
physicians abroad — for in England these terrorists boast no 
educated disciples — have written books to accredit the belief 
and add a deeper horror to the grave. Each successive proi 
duction of the however, is little more than a rcsuscilatio 4 

of its forgotten predecessor, from which it differs about as much 
as the Almanac of this year from the Almanac of last. In 1834, 
Julia de Fontenellc, a man of science — if several lines of phi- 
losophical titles written after his name are a voucher for the cha-^ 
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racter — published his ' Medico-le^al Researcheson the Uncertainly 
of the Signs of Death,’ which volume is at present, we believe, the 
standard one on the subject. The horror of being buried alive 
was his least motive for rousing up the public to a sense of their 
danger. Convinced, he said, that unwholesome diet and evil 
passions, the abuse of drugs and the ignorance of physicians, 
are but too successful in swelling the number of the undoubted 
dead, he conceives it his duty in compensation to preserve to 
society the many who were only dead in appearance. He seems 
to have persuaded himself that burial-grounds are a species of 
human slaughterhouse, and, if he had read the Knglish Mart>r- 
ology, would have seq|i something more than a lying legend in 
the story of St. Frithstane, who, saying one evening masses for the 
dead in the open air, as he pronounced the words requiescant in 
pace^ heard a chorus of voices from the surrounding graves re- 
spond loudly Amou M. Fontenelle’s hopes of recruiting the 
population from churcln artls are grounded on a hundred cases of 
apparent deaths gleaned from the entire history of the world — a 
rather slender counterpoise to the victims of passion, gluttony, 
drugs, and physicians, even if the instances were all well founded 
and all to the purpose. ' He cheats by j)pnce, is cheated by the 
pound.’ But of his examples those which arc true arc ina})pli- 
cable, and those which are apjdicable are unsubstantiated. 

The marvellous is most credible when left to the imagination ; 
the attempt to verify it dissipates the illusion. Supernatural 
appearances seemed to be probable when the argument rested 
on the general belief; nothing more unlikely when the specific 
facts w'ere collected and weighed,,^ A volume of ghost stories 
is the best refutation of ghosts. That persons, by every out- 
ward sign long dead, have revived, is also among the opinions 
that have found adherents in all countries, and rnanv arc the 
superstitions to which it has given rise. Roger North, in his 
Life of the Lord Keeper, mentions that the Turks, if a noise 
is heard in a tomb, dig up the corpse, and, as one tp^thod 
of making matters sure, chop it into pieces. He adds, that 
some English merchants, riding at Constantinople in company 
with a Janizary, passed an aged and shrivelled Jew, who was 
sitting on a sepulchre. The Janizary never doubted that of 
this sepulchre the Jew himself was the rightful tenant, and 
ordered him back to bis grave, after rating him soundly for stink- 
ing the world a second time. Nations sunk lower in barbarism 
give credence to fables still more absurd, though they do not 
exceed in extravagance what we might expect from the exaggera- 
tions of ignorance and terror, if the cries and struggles of buried 
men had been heard disturbing the stillness of the tomb; but the 
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moment an effort is made to substantiate the belief by authentic 
examples^ the edifice is overthrown by the very endeavour to prop 
it up. Timidity itself would take courage on reading the terrific 
register of the credulous Fontenelle. An examination of bis 
proof, while it indicates the precautions that are prudent to be 
taken, will reassure those who are accustomed to shrink from the 
semblance of death, with its frightful accompaniments, far more 
than Uiey dread the reality; for it will show that, unless by 
cul])alTle recklessness and haste, there is no possibility that sc 
single individual should be entombed before his time. 

The first page shows how much his criticism has been out- 
stripped by his zeal, for he counts among flie victims of error the 
T:im])eror Zenon, who is said to have been interred when he was 
drunk by the order of his wife, ambitious of his crown. M. 
Fontenelle himself relates, that for two nights he continually 
cried from his capacious sepulchre, ^ Have mercy on me ! Take 
me out ! ’ and surely his jielition w'ould not have been in vain if 
they had buried him in good faith through an unhappy mistake. 
Horrors never come singly; it is added, that in his hunger he 
ate up his shoes and the flesh of his arms. A case among the 
accidents, that of an Archbishop Gcron — when or where he lived 
is not told — has a close resemblance to the end of poor Zenon : 

He leaked in the boat, and to Charon he said 

That he would be rowed back^for he was ?iot get dead. 

But the persons who heard him shouting from the sepulchre 
refused to believe him, and he was left to his fate. There was an 
Abbe who had better luck. He revived on the way to the grave ; 
and his attendants having thought fit to bury his cat with him, 
which sat like a night-mare upon his chest, the Abbe employed his 
returning strength to drive off the incubus. The animal mewed 
with tlie pain, and more regard being paid to the remonstrances 
of a cat than to those of an Archbishop, the procession was 
stopped and the coffin unscrewed. Out jumped the cat, and im- 
mediately after the dead man followed, and took to his heels. 
The bearers are said to have been ‘ frozen with fear and the cat 
and the Abbe must have partaken of the chill. Some who came 
off with life, have yet had reason to rue the misconception. A 
gentleman of Rouen, returning from a tour just as his wife was 
being borne to the tomb, he ordered back the coffin, and had a 
surgeon to make five-and-twenty incisions on the corpse — a strange 
method of cherishing the remnant of existence, if he suspected 
any. Nevertheless, at the twenty-sixth incision, which went 
deeper than the rest, she mildly inquired ‘ What mischief they 
w^ere doing her ? * and she survived to bear her husband six-and*- 
twenty children — a pledge for every gash. An English soldier 
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showed more vigour and less endurance than this meekest of 
women. He was carried to the dissecting^-room of a French 
hospital, where a student, to practise anatomy, cut his jugular 
vein. Furious with rage and pain, he leapt upon the student 
and flung him to the ground^ where he fainted with alarm. 
The soldier must have been a disciple of the laughter-loving 
Roderick Random, who counterfeited death on his recovery from 
a fever, and snapped at the fingers of the surgeon as he was 
closing his eyes. But the more valorous son of Mars had nearly 
carried the jest too far, when he suffered his jugular vein to be 
opened before Mi e played out the play.’ Zatlig, in Voltaire’s 
story, pretends to be dead, to test the affection of his wife ; and 
his friend, who is in the plot, ajiplies immediately for the vacant 
post, and feigns a pain in his side, which nothing can cure except 
the application of a dead man’s nose. But when the widow, 
deeming that a living lover is worth more than a departed hus- 
band, advances to the coffin with an open razor to take possession 
of the specific, Zadig is wise enough to cover his nose with one 
hand while he thrusts the instrument aside with the other. A man 
of war, who had the good fortune to recover in a dissecting-room 
without the aid of the knife, seeing himself surrounded, on open- 
ing Ills eyes, by mutilated bodies, exclaimed, ‘ 1 perceive that the 
action has been hot!’ And if M. Fontenclle had opened his 
eyes he might easily have perceived that the anecdote wms a jest. 
Indeed such is his credulity, that the story of a surgeon addicted 
to cards, whose death liad been tested by bawling in Lis cars, 
rising up when a friend whispered in the language of piquet, ^ a 
quint, fourteen and the point,’ has been mistaken by him for an 
extraordinary case of resuscitation, instead of a commonplace 
joke on the passion for play. The jest-book has always con- 
tributed abundant materials to the compilers of horrors. Several 
anecdotes turn on that inexhaustible theme for merriment — the 
sorrows of matrimony. In passing through the street a bier 
was struck against the corner of a house, and the corpse reani- 
mated by the shock. Some years afterwards, when the woman 
died in good earnest, her husband called to the bearers, ' Pray, 
gentlemen, be careful in turning the corners.’ Thus there is 
not even a step from the mirthful to the terrible. The stories, 
unaltered, do double duty. 

Two Parisian merchants, bound together in close friendship, 
had one a son and the other a daughter, who were friends and 
something more. The daughter, compelled by her parents to 
sacrifice her lover for a wealthy suitor, fell into what M. Fon- 
tenclle calls an Miysterical syncope,’ and was buried. Fortune 
frowns upon lovers that she may enhance the value of her smiles. 

A strange 
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A strange instinct induced her adorer to disinter the body, and 
he had the double pleasure of delivering the fair one from a 
horrible death and a hateful husband. Holding that the inter- 
ment had broken the inarriage-tie, they fled to England, but 
at the end of ten years ventured back to Paris, where the lady 
was met by the original husband, who, noways surprised that she 
should have revisited the earth, nor staggered by her denials, 
laid a formal claim to her in a court of justice. The lover 
boldly sustained that he wdio rescued her from death had more 
right to her than the claimant who interred her ali\e; but the 
doctrine being new to a C()urt of law, the prudent pair antici- 
pated the decision by returning to England, where they finally 
terminated their adventures. The plot and morality of the story 
arc thoroughly characteristic of M. Fontenelle’s nation, and the 
simplicity which believes it is not less so of himself. The coun- 
trymen of Shakspcarc will recognise a French version of Romeo 
and Juliet. All ladies are not blest with resurrectionist lovers, 
but covetousness will sometimes do the work of chivalry. A do- 
mestic visited his mistress in her tomb, enticed by a diamond ring, 
which resisting his eflbrts to draw it off, he proceeded to am- 
putate the finger. Thereupon the mistress revives, and the do- 
mestic drops down dead with alarm : ‘ Thus,' says M. Fontenelle, 
* death h;i(l his prey ; it was only the victim which ivas changed.’ 
He gives further on a sirnihar story in which the lady with the 
ring was supposed to have died in childbirth, and some grave- 
diggers were the thieves. In the hurry of their flight they left a 
lantern which served to light the lady to her door. ‘ Who^s 
there?’ inf|uired the girl who answered her knock. ‘ Your mis- 
tress,* was the reply. The servant needed to hear no more; she 
rushed into the room where her master w^as sitting, and informed 
him that the spirit of his wife was at the door. He rebuked the girl 
for her folly, and assured her that her mistress was in Abraham’s 
bosom, but on looking out of the window the well-known voice 
exclaimed, ^ F’or pity’s sake, open the door. Do you forget that 
I have just been confined, and that cold in my condition will be 
fatal V This was not the doubt which troubled his mind, nor 
was it the first observation we should have expected a wife to 
address to her husband, when newly released from her grave 
by an almost miraculous deliverance, she suddenly appeared 
before him in the dead of night wearing the habiliments of the 
tomb. But ns the husband was satisfied, it is not for us to be 
critical. Numerous places are declared to have been the scene 
of the incident of the ring, which M. Fontenelle considers to be 
cumulative testimony to its truth. Wc should have thought, on 
the contrary, that bis faith would have been diminished as the 
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stories increased. Marvels rarely go in flocks. In the present 
instance few need to be told that M. Fontenelle has been drawing 
upon the standard literature of the nursery — that the ring-story is 
one of those with which children from time immemorial have 
been terrified and amused. 'The nurse’s legends are for truth 
received/ and to the inventions which entertained their infancy 
many are indebted for their after-apprehensions lest the fate 
at which they shuddered in another should prove prophetic of 
their own. M. Fontenelle has himself thought that it w^oiild help 
out his subject to insert the poem of a M. Lesguillon, in which 
ho relates from imagination the burial and resurrection of a 
lady who w’as set free, at the crisis of her despair, by the accident 
of a sexton cleaving her coffin with his spade. What calls f(n*th 
M. Fontenelle’s special admiration is that the author has ' wedded 
reason to rhyme/ and it is impossible to deny that there is as 
much reason in M. Lesguillon’s verse as in M. Fontenclle’s 
prose. 

As a set-off to the miserable mortals who lost their lives 
through a seeming death, this very appearance is affirmed to have 
been the means of averting the reality. Tallemant has a story of 
a Baroness de Panat, who was choked by a fish- bone, and duly 
buried for dead. Her servants to get her jewels disinterred her 
by night, and the lady’s maid, who bore her a grudge, struck 
her in revenge several blows upon the neck. The malignity of 
the maid was the preservation of the mistress. Out flew the 
bone set free by the blows, and up rose the Baroness to the dis- 
comfiture of her domestics. The retributive justice was complete, 
and the only objection to the narrative is that, like the fish-bone, 
it sticks in the throat. In this jiarticular the stories mostly agree ; 
a single anecdote comes recommended by intrinsic probability, and 
is no less distinguished from hearsay romances by the external 
authority ; for it is told by the famous Sydenham, a man who 
was not more an honour to his profession by his skill than to 
bis kind by his virtues. The faculty of his day demonstrated, 
on principles derived from abstract reasoning, that the small- 
pox ought to yield to a hot regimen, and, though patients died, 
physicians thought death under a philosophical treatment better 
than a capricious and perverse recovery in defiance of rules. 
Sydenham, who reformed the whole system of medicine by sub- 
stituting experience for speculation, and who, besides indicating 
the right road, was himself perhaps the nicest observer of the 
habits of disease that ever lived, bad early discovered that the 
antidote was to be found at the other end of the thermometen 
The science which saved the lives of the public was the torment 
of his own. He was assailed by the profession to the close of 
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his days for beln^ wiser than his generation^ and among the facts 
by vvliicii he mildly and modestly defended his practice, he relates 
with evident satisfaction how a young man at Bristol was stewed 
by his physician into a seeming death, and afterwards recovered 
by mere exposure to cold. The moment he appeared to expire, 
his attendants laid him out, leaving nothing upon his body except 
a sheet thrown lightly over it. No sooner had he escaped from 
the domain of art to the dominion of nature than he began to 
revive, and lived to vindicate Sydenham, to shame his opponents, 
and to prove that there are occasions in which the remedy against 
death is to seem to be dead. The ancient who originated the 
celebrated saying, ‘ The ])hysician that heals is death,’ never 
anticipated such a verification of fns maxim. 

'I’he three examples, however. Avhich the resurrectionists consider 
their stronghold, yet remain to be told, and it must be confessed that 
many have lent them the weight of their authority who reject the 
mass of old wives’ fables^ though with the imposing addition of 
being sanctioned by a pliilosopher and printed in a book. I'herc 
was a I'rencli captain in the reign of Charles IX. who used to sign 
himself ^ Fran(;ois de Civile — thrice dead, thrice buried, and by 
the grace of God thrice restored.’ The testimony seems striking; 
as he himself related his history to Misson the traveller, either 
Civile was a liar, say our authors, or the story is true. But with- 
out taking much from the romance of his adventures, the details 
are fatal lo the value of the precedent. His first burial, to begin 
with, occurred before ho was born. His mother died when she 
was advanced in pregnancy during her husband’s absence, and 
nobody, before committing her body to the ground, thought of 
saving the child. His father’s return prevented his going alto- 
gether out of the world before lie had come into it — and hero was 
concluded the first act of the death, burial, and restoration of 
Francois dc Civile. His next dciith was at the siege of Rouen in 
1562, where lie fell senseless, struck by a ball, and some workmen 
who were digging a trench immediately threw a little mould upon 
his body, wiiich was burial the second. The servant of Civile 
tried to find out his remains, with the intention to bestow on them a 
formal interment. Returning from a fruitless search he caught 
sight of a stretched-out arm, which he knew to be bis master’s by 
a diamond ring that glittered on the hand, and the body, as he 
drew it forth, was visibly breathing. For some days life and 
death waged an equal contest, and when life was winning, a 
party of the enemy, the town having been taken, discovered him 
in bed, and threw him from the window. He fell on a dung- 
heap, where they left him to perish, which he considered was 
death and burial the third. Olvile’s case would never have been 
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quoted. cubits merits; the prominence given it is entirely 
due,^ inlposing description which a passion for notoriety 

made bitn'^write af^f :his nanie, and which still continues to arrest 
the imagitiatio^ ^ He survivedHo have a fourth funeral, and we 
hope" he was finally laid in the earth that he did not verify 
a provferb, Ihuch in vogue in his day, that a sailor often wrecked 
gets drowned at last. 

of our readers may recollect the story of the Spanish 
grandee who w'as opened by the great anatomist Vesalius, and 
his heart found beating notwithstanding the havoc that had been 
made by the knife. The famdy of the nobleman, so runs the 
tale, complained to the Inquj|ition, and the Inquisition decided 
that in a physician with the skill of Vesalius such an error 
implied a enme. Philip II. employed his authority to •pro- 
cure a pardon, and with difficulty obtained that the sentence of 
death should be commuted into a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Hallarn, Avhose epithets have almost a judicial authority, calls the 
accusation absurd, and absurd it may be proved on physiological 
grounds. liut the whole story is an idle rumour written by some- 
body from S])ain to Hubert Languet, after the death of Vesalius, 
to account for a journey which puzzled the public. Clusius, who 
was in Madrid at the time that Vesalius set out, and had his in- 
formation from Tisenau, the President of the Council of the Low 
Countries, the land of the anatomist's birth and affections, has'* 
related the origin of the pilgrimage in a note on the history of 
De Thou, whose narrative, so far as it goes, agrees with his own. 
Hating the manners of the Spaniards, pining for his native country, 
and refused by Philip permission to return thither, Vesalius sick- 
ened with vexation, and vowed on his recovery to travel to Jeru- 
salem, less from any superstition of his own, than to obtain his 
release by an appeal to the superstition of the king. A news- 
monger, ignorant of the motives of an action, appeases the cravings 
of curiosity by invention; that the Inquisition should be at the 
bottom of the business was in the reign of Philip 11. a too pro- 
bable guess, and a pretext for its interference was devised out of 
the professional pursuits of the pilgrim. The original report 
soon acquired strength in its progress. The offence of Vesalius 
was shortly avouched to be neither accidental nor solitary, and 
by the time the story reached Burton^ the author of the ' Anatomy 
of Melancholy,’ it assumed the form of a general assertion — ‘ that 
Vesalius w«is ivont to cut men up alive.’ 

The fabled end of the Spanish grandee is also asserted of the 
Abbe Prevost, — the third vaunted example of simulated death. 
He had a stroke of apoplexy on a journey, and the mayor of the 
village ordered an immediate elhrnination of the body. The 
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anguish of the Incision restored the Abbe XOiH 

sciousness, and he expired with a cry. No authdirit)^^^^v^f<^ 
the story, and, judging from the character ctf the tnher^assert&iii^ 
it would be natural to infer that there was noue-^to But ff 

it be indeed a genuine fact among the fables, it provfe# nothiitg 
except the criminal haste of the village mayor, and the criminal 
heodlessncss of the village practitioner. — vices wfiich, in connec- 
tion with death, are for the most part opposed to the feelings^^the 
prudence, and therefore to the usage of mankind. No perfect 
security can be devised against wilful carelessness any more than 
against wilful murder, but because a friendless traveller fell a 
victim to the rashness of an ignorant surgeon, there is no occjision 
to fright the world from their propriety, and endeavour to per- 
suade them that, with the best intentions, the living are liable to 
be confounded with the dead, to be packed sleeping in a coffin, 
and stifled waking in a grave. 

In lhe,midst of exaggeration and invention there was one un- 
doubted circumstance which formerly excited the worst appre- 
hensions, — the fact that bodies were often found turned in their 
coflins, and the grave-clothes disarranged. But what was ascribed, 
with seeming reason, K) the throes of vitality, is now known to be 
due to the agency of corru)>tion. A gas is developed in the de- 
caying body which mimics by its mechanical force many of the 
movements of life. So powerful is this gas in corpses which 
have lain long in the water, that M. Devergie, the physician to 
the Morgue at Paris, and the author of a text-book on legal medi- 
cine, says that unless secured to tho table they are often heaved 
up and thrown to the ground. Frequently strangers, seeing the 
motions of the limbs, run to the keeper of the Morgue, and 
announce with horror that a person is alive. All bodies, sooner 
or later, generate the gas in the grave, and it constantly twists 
about the corpse, blows out the skin till it rends with the dis- 
tension, and sometimes bursts the coffin itself. When the gas 
explodes with a noise,^imagination has converted it into an outcry 
or groan ; the grave has been reopened ; the position of the body 
has confirmed the suspicion, and the laceration been taken for 
evidence that the wretch had gnawed his flesh in the frenzy of 
despair. So many are the circumstances which will occasionally 
concur to support a conclusion that is more unsubstantial than the 
fabric of a dream. Violent and painful diseases, which kill 
speedily, are favourable to the rapid formation of the gas ; it may 
then exist two or three hours after death, and agitating the limbs 
gives rise to the idea that the dormant life is rousing itseli up to 
another effort. Not infrequently the food in the stomach is forced 
oat through the moutb| and Mood poured from the nose, or the 
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opening: in a vein where a victim of apoplexy has been attempted 
to be bled. Extreme mental distress has resulted from these 
fallacious symptoms, for where they occur it is commonly sup- 
posed that the former appearance of death was deceitful, and 
that recovery was possible if attendance had been at hand. 

The old superstition that a murdered body would send forth a 
bloody sweat in the murderer’s presence, or bleed from the wound 
at his touch, must have bad its origin in the same cause. The 
sweat, which has been repeatedly observed, is })rodiu ed by the 
struggling gas driving out the fluids at the pores of the skin. 
Through a rare coincidence it may 2 )ossibly have occurred 
during the period that the j^ssassin was confronted with the 
corpse ; and the ordeal of the touch, in coinpressing the veins, 
would have a direct effect in determining a flow of blood from 
the wound, where it chanced that the current, by the impulse 
of the gas, was nearly ready to break forth. A latitude would 
not fail to be allowed to the experiment. Jf at anytime after- 
wards the body sweated or bled, it would never have been doubted 
that it was prompted by the j>rescncc of the murderer, though the 
manifestation was delayed. One success bears out many failures, 
for failures imply the absence of notablo incidents, and having 
nothing to arrest attention arc quickly forgotten, while the wonders 
of a success take hold of the mind and live in the meunory. 

The generation of gas in the body, with all its consequences, 
was thoroughly understood when M. Fontenelle wrote, but what- 
ever could weaken his case is systematically suppressed. Nor 
fe there in the whole of his book one single case bearing out his 
position that is attested by a name of the slightest reputation, or 
for which much better authority could be found than the Greek 
manuscript in the handwriting of Solomon, found by a peasant 
while digging potatoes at the foot of Mount Lebanon. It is no 
unreasonable scepticism to assume that the majority of the persons 
revived had never even lived. Yet not only is this book still in 
vogue, but the French newspapers annuajly multiply these talcs 
to an extent which would be frightful if they were not refuted 
by their very number. An English country editor in want of a 
paragraph proclaims that a bird of passage has been shot out of 
season, that an apple-tree has blossomed in October, or that a 
poor woman has added to her family from three to half a dozen 
children at a birth, and by the latest advices was doing well. 
But we are tame and prosaic in our insular tastes. Our agreeable 
neighbours require a stronger stimulosi and therefore endless 
changes are rung upon the theme of living men buried, and dead 
men brought to li/e again. 

Shakspeare, who, it is evident from numerous passages in his 

dramas^ 
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dramas, had watched by many a dying bed with the same interest 
and sagacity that he bestowed upon those who were playing their 
part in the busy world, has summed up the more obvious cha- 
racteristics of death in the description the Friar gives to Juliet of 
the effects of the draught, which is to transform her into the 
temporary likeness of a corpse : — 

No pulse shall keep 

His natural progress^ hut surcease to heat ; 

No warmth, no hreath, shall testify thou livest ; 

The roses on thy lips and check shall fade 
To paly ashes ; thy eyes* windows fall, 

Like Death, when he shuts up the day of Life ; 

Lack part, deprived of supple government. 

Shall stiff', and stark, and cold appear, like Death, 

These are the ordinary signs by which death has always been 
distinguished; and it would be as reasonable ^to seek hot water 
beneath cohl ice,’ as to look for any remnant of vitality beneath 
so inanimate an exterior. The cessation of breathing, in the 
opinion of Sir Fenjainin Brodie — and no opinion, from his natural 
acuteness, his philosophical habits, and his vast experience, can 
be more entitled to weight — is alone a decisive test of the ex- 
tinction of life, and a test as palpable to sense in the application 
as it is sure in the result. ^ The movements,’ he says, ‘of re- 
spiration cannot Ije overlooked by any one who does not choose 
to overlook them, and the heart never continues to act more than 
four or five minutes after respiration has ceased.’ The ancient 
distinction of (he heart was to be ‘])nmuin vivens, ultimum mo- 
rieiis,’ — the first to live, the last to die ; and a Commission of 
the French Academy, who lately made a report on the subject, 
admit that when there is a considerable pause in its pulsations 
it is impossible for life to be lurking in the body. But as 
the heart can only beat for a brief space unless the lungs play, 
and as common observers can detect the latter more readily than 
the former, the termination of the breathing is the usual and safe 
criterion of death. To ascertain with precision whether it had 
completely stopped, it was formerly the custom to apply a feather 
or a mirror to the lips. When Lear brings in Cordelia dead, he 
exclaims : — 

Lend me a looking-glass ; 

If that her breath will mist or stain the stone, 

JVhy then she lives. 

And immediately afterwards, be adds, This feather stirs: she 
lives / The same test which led Lear to the fallacious inference 
that Cordelia lived, induced Prince Henry to infer falsely that bis 
father was dead 
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By these gates of breath 
There lies a downy feather^ which stirs not : 

Did he snspire^ that light and weightless dotV9i 
Perforce must move. 

Nor were these methods merely popular: they were long like- 
wise the trust of physicans. Sir Thomas Browne terms them 
‘ the critical tests of death and presuming that the Romans 
could not be ignorant of them, he thought their calling in the 
cars of corpses ' a vanity of a^ection ’ — an ostentation of sum- 
moning the departed back to life when it was known by other 
infallible means that life had fled. But it is now held to be a 
better method to scrutinize the movements of the chest and belly : 
one or both of which will rise and fall while any breathing w hat- 
soever continues. It is generally, however, expedient to leave the 
body undisturbed for two or three hours after all seems over ; 
*for the case of Colonel Townshend, related by Chcync in his 
^English Malady/ appears to favour the sup{x>sition that though 
the heart and lungs have both stopped, life may now and then 
linger a little longer than usual. 

Colonel Townshend, described as ^ a gentleman of great honour 
and integrity,’ was in a dying state. One morning he informed 
his physicians Dr. Cheyne and Dr. Baynard, and his apothecary 
Mr. Skrino, that he had found for some time ‘ he could expire 
when he pleased, and by an eflbrt come to life again.’ lie 
composed himself for the trial, while one felt his pulse, another 
his heart, and the third applied a looking-glass to his mouth. 
Gradually the pulse ceased to beat, the heart to throb, the breath 
to stain the mirror, until the nicest scrutiny could discover no 
indication that he lived. Thus he continued for half an hour: 
his })hysicians believing that he had carried the experiment too 
far and was dead beyond recall, when life returned, as it had 
receded, by gradual steps. It was at nine o’clock in the morning 
that the trial was made, and at six in the evening Colonel Town- 
shend was a corpse. The post-mortem examination did nothing 
towards clearing up the mystery. His only disorder was a cancer 
of the right kidney, which accounted for his death, without ac- 
counting for his singular power of suspending ^wiH the func- 
tions of life. Many boldly cut the knot they afro not able to 
untie, and maintain that there was an action of the heart and lungs 
which the physicians wanted the skill to perceive. The narrative 
of Cheyne leaves an opening for criticism ; but let it be considered 
tliat be was a man of eminence, that all three attendants were pro- 
fessional persons, accustomed to mark and estimate symptoms, 
that their attention was aroused to the utmost by previous notice, 
and that they had half an hour to conduct their observations ; 

and 
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and it must at least be acknowledged that the signs which escaped 
them were too obscure to be a safe criterion for the world at large. 
Yet whatever may be its other physiological bearings, it is no 
exception to the rule that life and breath are, for the purposes 
of sepulture, convertible terms. Without attaching importance to 
a principal peculiarity of the case, that it required an effort of the 
will to bring Colonel Townshend into the state, and that by an 
effort of the will he could bring himself out of it, he was unable, 
after all, to prolong the period of suspended, or apparently sus- 
pended, animation beyond a single half-hour ; and in order to his 
being buried alive he must have been a party to the act, and pre- 
pared his funeral in advance. The assumption, indeed, pervades 
M. Fontenclle’s book, that everybody wrongly supposed to be dead 
had a narrow escape of premature interment, though it has never 
been long, in any instance that is known to be authentic, before 
some outward sign Jittracted attention, unless death had merely 
slackened his pace instead of turning aside his footsteps. Funerals, 
it is true, on the Continent take place sooner than with us. In 
Si)ain, if M. Fontenellc’s word is a warrant for the fact, whoever 
oversleeps himself will have to finish out his slumbers in the grave, 
— which, beyond doubt, is the most powerful incentive to early 
rising that i\as ever devised. But in France, the grand theatre 
for these harrowing tragedies, it is usual to bury on the third 
day ; and if at that interval it was common for seeming corpses 
to revive, we, in this "Country, should be habituated to behold 
persons whose death had been announced, whose knell had tolled, 
and whose coffins had been made, rise up and doff their grave- 
clothes, to appear once more among astonished friends. Yet so 
far is this from being a frequent occurrence, that who ever heard 
in modern England of a person who had been numbered three 
days among the dead resuming his vacant place among the living ? 
At sea there may be better ground for apprehension. Nothing 
more excites the superstitious fears of a sailor than a cat thrown 
overboard, or a corpse that is not ; and very shortly after death 
occurs it is usual to transfer the body from the ship to the deep. 
On one occasion 4 , man, with concussion of the brain, who had 
lost the power of speech and motion, overheard what must have 
been to him the most interesting conversation that ever fell upon 
his ears, — a discussion between his brother and the captain of the 
vessel, as to whether he should be immediately consigned to the 
waves, or be carried to Rotterdam, to be buried on shore. 
Luckily their predilections were for a land funeral; and, though 
a colloquy so alarming might have been expected to complete the 
injury to the poor man’s brain, he recovered from the double 
shock of fright and disease. Dr. Alfred Taylor, who has treated 
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the signs of death with the sound sense and science that distin- 
guish all his writings upon legal medicine, relates the anecdote as if 
he was satisfied of its truth, and the fate which one has narrowly 
missed it is not impossible may have overtaken others. But even 
at sea, nothing short of the grossest negligence could occasion the 
calamity ; and for negligence, we repeat, there is no effectual cure. 

The ceasing to breathe is not the only criterion of death ante- 
cedent to corruption. There is a second token sj)ecified by 
Shakspeare, and familiar to every village nur$e, which is quite 
conclusive,— the gradual transition from suppleness to rigidity. 
The first effect of death is relaxation of the muscles. The lower 
jaw usually drops, the limbs hang heavily, the joints are flexible, 
and the flesh soft. The opposite state of contraction ensues ; 
then the joints are stiff and the flesh firm, and the body, lately 
yielding and pliant, becomes hard and unbending. The con- 
traction commences in the muscles of the neck and trunk, appears 
next in the upper extremities, then in the lower, and finally 
recedes in the same order in which it came on. It begins on an 
average five or .six hours after death, and ordinarily continues 
from sixteen to twenty-four. But the period both of its appear- 
ance and duration are considerably varied by the constitution of 
the person, the nature of the death, and the stale of the atmos- 
phere. With tlie aged and feeble, with those who die of chronic 
diseases, and are wasted away by lingering sickness, it comes on 
quickly — sometimes in half an hour — and remains for a period 
which is short in proportion to the rapidity of its appearance. 
With the strong and the muscular, with the greater pai't of 
the persons who perish by a sudden or violent death in the full- 
ness of their powers, it is slow in advancing, and slow in going 
off. In cases like these, it is often a day or two before it com- 
mences, and it has been known to last a week. When decay 
begins its reign, this interregnum of contraction is at an end, and 
therefore a warm and humid atmosphere which hastens corrup- 
tion curtails the period of rigidity, while it is protracted in the 
cold and dry weather that keeps putrefaction at bay. Though 
a symptom of some disorders, there is this clear line between 
mortal rigidity and the spasm of disease — that in the latter the 
attack is never preceded by the appearance of death. V^In the one 
case the result comes after a train of inanimate phenomena; in 
the other, amidst functions peculiar to life. The alarmists, who 
deal in extravagant fables, will persist in retaining unreasonable 
fears; but upon no question are medical authorities more^ 
thoroughly agreed than that the moment the contraction of the 
mtfi^les is apparent, there can be no revival' unless the breath of 
Itfe could be breathed afresh into the untenanted clay. " 


There 
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There is one effect of the muscular contraction of death which 
often occasions erroneous and painful ideas. In th^ stage of 
relaxation, when the muscles fall, and there is neither physical 
action nor mental emotion to disturb the calm, the countenance 
assumes the ^ mild, angelic air ’ described by Byron in The 
Giaour, ^d which he says in a note lasts for few, and but a few 
hours* alter the spirit has taken flight. It is the accession of 
muscular contraction which dissipates the charm, which knits the 
brow, draws down the mouth, pinches the features, and changes a 
soft and sootljing Expression to a harsh, xineasy, suffering look. 
Where the contraction is slight the face is less disturbed ; and Dr. 
Symonds has known it drawn into a seeming smile. Those who 
may only cliance to see the corpse of a relative while it bears the 
care-worn aspect which is far tlte most frequent, are distressed at 
what they suppose to be an indication that the latest impressions 
of the world were troubled — that death took place amid pain of 
body and sorrow of mind. It appears from the Journal of Sir 
Walter Scott, who evidently visited the mortal remains of his wife 
during the crisis of contraction, what a pang the sight communi- 
cated to a heart which, if quick to feel, could never be outdone in 
the resolution to endure. Violent passions, extreme agony, and 
protracted suffering may give a set to the muscles which the rigid 
stale will bring out anew into strong relief. But the expression of 
the face is chiefly determined by the condition of the body, or, in 
other words, by the deg|pe of contraction. Persons who have died 
of exhausting diseases will often, notwithstanding they expire in 
despair, wear a look of benign repose ; while a more muscular 
subject who fell asleep in peaceful hope, may be distinggished 
by a mournful, lowering visage. Even when the expres^on is 
influenced by the bent which was given to the muscles by pre- 
vious feelings, it is mostly the memorial of a storm which had 
spent its fury before life was extinct ; for usually in naturSl death 
there fs a lull at the last, and the setting is peaceful, however 
tempestuous the decline. In strict reason it can matter no- 
thing, when the weary arc once at rest, whether the concluding 
steps of the joujney were toilsome or pleasant ; but it is so 
much our instinct to attach importance to last impressions, 
and wounded hearts are so sensitive, that to many it will be 
a relief to know their inferences are mistaken and their grief 
misplaced. 

When the heat-developing faculty is extinct the body obeys 
the laws of inanimate objects, and coincident for the most part 
with the stage of rigidity is that chill and clammy condition oi 
the skin which is so familiarly associated with death. To judge 
by the feelings, the atmosphere is genial compared to the 

corpse. 
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corpse. But the skin of the dead is a powerful conductor, and 
the rapidity with which it appropriates the warmth of the living 
leaves a chill behind which is a deceitful measure of its actual 
frost. The length of time which a body takes to cool will depend 
upon the state of the body itself, and the circumstances in which 
it may chance to be placed. The process will be slower; when it 
is well wrapped up than when lightly covered ; in summer than in 
winter ; in a still atmosphere than in currents of air ; with the stout 
than with the thin \ with persons in their prime than with the aged 
or the young. Usually in proportion as the disease is acute, and 
the death rapid, the less heat has been expended before the fire 
is extinguished, and the corpse will be the longer in parting with 
its warmth. If the disease is slow, the lamp burns dimly before 
it quite goes out, and the temper^ure, declining during life, will 
afterwards arrive the sooner at its lowest point. This will also 
happen in particular disorders which, though sudden and violent, 
are hostile to the development of animal warmth. In certain 
forms of hysteria, in swoons, and in cholera morbus, the body to 
the touch might sometimes seem a corpse. An icy skin is not of 
itself an evidence of death, but it is sooner or later an unfailing 
accompaniment. 

To rigidity succeeds corruption, which, both from its own na- 
ture and the surrounding circumstances, cannot possibly' be con- 
founded with vital gangrene. It commences in the belly, tlic 
skin of which turns to a bluish green, t||^t gradually deepens to 
brown or black, and progressively covers the remainder of the 
body. But when the hue of putrefaction has spread over the 
belly there is a risk to health, without an addition to security, in 
waiting for tlie further encroachments of decay. In England a 
body is seldom committed to the ground before there is set upon 
it this certain mark that it is hurrying to the dust from whence it 
sprung.* Nor is the haste which is used at some seasons, and in 
some diseases, a real deviation from the rule. The rapid onset 
of corruption creates the necessity, and that which renders the 
burial speedy ensures its being safe. 

Of the innumerabib paths which terminate in the common 
^ goal some are easier to tread than others, wd it might be ex- 
pected from the diversities of temperamenil' that there would 
be a difference of opinion about which was best, Ct^sar desired 
the death which was most 8ud^||n and unexpected. His words 
were spoken at supper, and the following morning the Senate- 
house witnessed the fulfilment of the wish. Pliny also considered 
an instantaneous death the highest felicity of life; and Augustus 
held a somewhat similar opinion. When he heard that any person 
bad died quickly and he invoked the like good fortune for 

himself 
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himself and his frjiends. Montaigne was altogether of Csesar’s 
party, and, to use his own metaphor, thought that the pill was 
swallowed best without chewing. If Sir Thomas Browne had 
been of Csesar’s religion, he would have shared his desires, and 
preferred going off at a single blow to being grated to pieces with 
a torturing disease. He conceived that the Eastern favourite who 
was killed in his sleep, would hardly have bled at the presence of 
his destroyer. Sir I'homas Browne was one of those men who 
habitually apply their hearts unto wisdom, and his latter end, 
come when it might, would have found him prepared. But 
Christianity in enlarging our hopes has added to our fears. 
He felt that the mode of dying was comparatively an insig- 
nificant consideration, and however much he inclined by nature 
to Caesar’s choice, and studied to be ready for the hastiest 
summons, a sense of infirmity taught him the wisdom of that 
petition ill the Litany by which we ask to be delivered from sud- 
den death. With the majority flesh and blood speak the same 
language ; they had rather that the candle should burn to the 
socket than the flame be blown out. The prospect, never- 
theless, of protracted suffering will sometimes drive desperate 
beings to seek a shorter and easier passage from the world. 
Many Of the Romans during the plague of Syracuse attacked 
the posts of the enemy, that they might fall by the sword instead 
of the pestilence, Ev<n:y day for a considerable period of the 
French Revol 4 tion, numbers drowned themselves in the Seine, 
to anticipate the tedious anguish of famine. Death, which in one 
form is fled from as an enemy, in a different shape is welcomed 
as a friend. A^ondemned soldier, in Montaigne’s time, remarked 
some preparations from his prison which led him to think he was 
to perish ,by torture ; he resolved to discharge for himself the 
executioners office, though he had no other weapon than a 
nail, which, having first ineffectually mangled his throat, he thrust 
into his belly to the very head. The authorities hastened to his 
cell to read out the sentence, that the law might yet be beforehand 
with death. The soldier, sufficiently sensible to hear what was 
passing, found that^^ his punishment was simple beheading. He 
immediately rallied, expressed his delight, accepted wine to re- 
cruit his strength, and by the change in the kind of death 
seemed, says Montaigne, as thoi||h he was delivered from death 
itself. If his suspicions had proved correct, it is difficult to suppose 
that hU tormentors could have improved on his own performances 
with the rusty nail. 

Giistavus Adolphus, who realized his aspirations on the field of 
Luizen, was in the habit of saying that no n^ was happier than he 
who died in the exercise of his calling. So frason wished the roar 
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of cannon to sound liis parting knell. ‘ You know that I always 
desired to die this way/ said Moore to Hardinge at Corunna — 
and the anguish of the wound had no power to disturb his satis- 
faction. Marshal Villars was told in his latest moments that the 
Duke of Berwick had just met at the siege of Philipsburg with 
a soldier’s deaths and he answered, * I have always said that he 
was more fortunate than myself.* 11 is confessor urged with 
justice that the better fortune was to have leisure to prepare 
for eternity ; — but possibly the exclamation proceeded from a 
momentary gleam of martial ardour, which instinct kindled, and 
reflection quenched. A Christian would never, indeed, fail to 
make the preparation for battle a preparation for death. Unless 
^ every soldier in the wars do as every sick man in liis bed, wash 
every mote out of his conscience,’ he must know that he is slaking 
both soul and body on the hazard 4 )f the fight. ‘ Soldiers,’ says 
an old divine, ' that carry their lives in their hands, should carry 
the grace of God in their hearts.’ Death at the cannon’s mouth 
may be sudden, and answer the first of Caesar’s conditions; with 
none but the presumptuous can it answer the second, and come 
unexpected. We once heard a recruit assign as his reason for 
enlisting, that he should now’ at least see something of life. 
CAnd/ added his comj>anion, ‘something of death.’ The poor 
fellow perhaps, like many others, had forgotten that any such 
contingency was included in the bond. 

The Duke d'Enghien appeared to feel like a man reprieved 
when on issuing from his prison he found he was to perish by a 
military execution. Suicides arc prone to use the implements of 
their trade. It was the usage in Ireland in riWe times, when 
rebels perhaps were more plentiful than rope, to hang them with 
willows. In the reign of Eliz.abelh a criminal of this description 
petitioned the deputy against the breach of the observance, and 
begged the favour to suffer by the time-honoured ‘ wyth/ instead 
of the new-fangled halter. When Elizabeth herself expected 
Mary to put her to death, she had resolved on the request to be 
beheaded with a sw#'d, and not with an axe,— which seems a dis- 
tinction without a difference. In the sarnie category wc may 
place Lord Ferrers’s prayer for a silken rope at Tyburn. But 
the fancy of the Duke of Clarence, could it be considered 
established, is the most singuliar on record. He must have been 
strangely infatuated by the ‘ Pleasures of Memory * when he 
imwined his favourite Malmsey could give a relish to drowning. 
Suffocation was not more luxurious to the parasites of Elagabalus 
that ihey were stifled with perfumes. 

Old Fuller, having pondered all the modes of dcstifuction, 
arrived at the short aifd decisive conclusion—* None please me.’ 

*But 
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^ But awaj/ the good man adds, * with these thoughts; the mark 
must not choose what arrow shall be shot against it.’ The choice 
is not ours to make, and if it were, the privilege would prove 
an embarrassment. But there is consolation in the teaching of 
physiology. Of the innumerable weapons with which Death is 
armed, the worst is less intolerable than imagination presents it — 
his visage is more terrible than his dart. 

The act of dying is technically termed ^ the agony.’ The ex- 
pression embodies a common and mistaken belief, which has given 
birth to many cruel and even criminal practices. The Venetian 
ambassador in England in the reign of Queen Mary mentions 
among the regular usages of the lower orders, that a pillow was 
placed upon the mouths of the dying, on which their nearest rela- 
tions sat or leaned till they were stifled. The office was held to be 
pious and privileged ; father performed it for son, son for father. 
They considered they were curtailing the dreaded death-struggle 
— that a headlong fall from the })rccipice was as much easier as 
it was quicker than the winding descent by the path. In France 
it was the established practice to put to death persons attacked 
by hydrophobia the moment the disease was plainly incurable. 
There is a vulgar notion that those who are wounded by a rabid 
dog become inoculated w'ith the animal's propensity to bite. 
But the motive of self-defence — of ridding the world of a fellow^- 
creature who had entered into the class of noxious beings, which 
might be suspected to have had an influence in hard-hearted 
timc§ — was not the source of these unnatural homicides. They 
were designed in pure pity to the wretched sufferers, though the 
tender mercies which arc wicked arc always cruel. Lestoile in 
his Journal, which belongs to the early part of the seventeenth 
century, relates the events of the kind which came to his know- 
ledge under the dale of their occurrence. A young woman at- 
tacked with hydrophobia had in such horror the smothering, 
which, the Diarist quietly observes in a parenthesis, ^ is usual in 
these maladies,’ that she was rendered more frantic by the pros- 
pect of the remedy than by the present disofise. Habit mth her 
relations was stronger than nature ; they had no idea of remitting 
the customary violence, even at the entreaties of the interested 
person, and , only so far yielded to her dread of suffocation as to 
mingle poison with her medicine instead, which Lestoile says was 
administered by her husband * with all the regrets in the world.’ 
Sometimes, however, the victims invited their doom. A pa^j 
on his way to the sea, then esteemed a specific in hydrophobia, 
was scratched by a thorn which drew blood, as he passed through 
a wood* For a person in his condition to his own bl^d was 
supposed to be fatal. The lad, apprehending the accession of a 
* ; 2 c 2 fit. 
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fit, begged the attendants to smother him on the spot, * and this/ 
sajs Lestoile, ^ they did weeping — an event piteous to hear, and 
still more to behold.’ A second page is mentioned by the same 
Diarist^ who happily died as they were preparing to shoot him. 
It is evident how much these domestic immolations must have 
weakened the awful reverence for life ; the weeping executioner 
of his dearest relatives was separated by a far less impassable gulf 
from the cold-blooded murderer. A medical trickery, which 
grew no doubt from the frightful reality, still remains in France 
among the resources of medicine. Hydrophobia is sometimes 
feigned, and when the physician suspects iin])oslure he orders 
the patient to be smothered between a cou})lc of mattresses, 
which cures him, sa^s Orfila, as if by enchantment. 

A mode of suffocation less murderous in appearance than the 
smothering with the pillow was prevalent for centuries, both on 
the Continent and in England. The supports were withdrawn by 
a jerk from beneath the head, which being suddenly thrown back, 
the respirtiiion that before was laboured and difficult became 
shortly impossible. Hence it is that Shakspeare’s I'lmon, enu- 
merating the accursed effects of gold, says that it will — 

Pluck stout men's pillows from below their heads. 

Another practice which tortured the dying under pretence of 
relief, even in this country lingered among the ignorant till 
recent days. The expiring ascetic of the Romish faith, pro- 
longing his penance into death, yielded up his breath on a couch 
of hair. Customs survive when their reasons are forgotten. A 
physical virtue had come to be ascribed to the hair, and 
Protestants slowly sinking to their rest were dragged from their 
feather-beds, and laid on a mattress to quicken their departure. 
The result of most of these perverted proceedings was to combine 
the disadvantages of both kinds of death — to add the horror of 
violence to the protracted pains of gradual decay. When the 
wearied swimmer touched the shore, a furious billow dashed him 
on the rock. 

The pain of dying^ust be distinguished from the pain of the 
previous disease, for when life ebbs sensibility declines. As 
death is the final extinction of corporal feeling, so numbness 
increases as death comes on. The prostration of disease, like 
healthful fatigue, engenders a growing stupor — a sensation of 
subsiding softly into a coveted repose. The transition resembles 
what may be seen in those lofty mountains, whose sides exhibit* 
ing every climate in regular gradation, vegetation luxuriates at 
their base, and dwindles in the approach to the riegions of snow 
till its feeblest manifestation is repressed by the cold. The so* 

called 
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called agony can never be more formidable than when the brain 
is the last to go, and the mind preserves to the end a rational 
cognisance of the state of the body. Yet persons thus situated 
commonly attest that there are few things in life less painful than 
the close. * If I had strength enough to hold a pen,’ said William 
Hunter, ^ I would write how easy and delightful it is to die.’ 
‘If this be dying/ said the niece of Newton of Olney, ‘it is a 
pleasant thing to die/ ‘the very expression/ adds her uncle, 
‘ which another friend of mine made use of on her death-bed 
a few years ago.’ The same words have so often been uttered 
under similar circumstances, that we could fill pages with in- 
stances which arc only varied by the name of the speaker. ‘ If 
this be dying/ said Lady filenorchy, ‘it is the easiest thing ima- 
ginable.’ ‘I thought that dying had been more difficult,* said 
Louis XIV. ‘I did not suppose it was so sweet to die,* said 
Francis Suarez, the Spanish theologian. An agreeable surprise 
\vas the prevailing sentiment with them all; they expected the 
stream to terminate in the dash of the torrent, and they found it 
was losing itself in the gentlest current. The whole of the 
faculties seem sometimes concentrated on the placid enjoyment. 
The day Arthur Murphy died he kept repeating from Pope, 
Taught half by reason, half by mere decay, 

7b welcome death, and calmly pass away. 

Nor does the calm partake of the sensitiveness of sickness. There 
was a swell in the sea the day Collingw’ood breathed his last 
upon the element which had been the scene of his glory. Captain 
Thomas expressed a fear that he was disturbed by the tossing of 
the ship : ‘No, iMiomas,’ he replied; ‘I am nowin a state in 
which nothing in this world can disturb me more. I am dying: 
and I am sure it must be consolatory to you, and all who love 
me, to sec how comfortably I*am coming to my end.’ 

A second and common condition of the dying is to be lost 
to themselves and all around them in utter unconsciousness. 
Countenance and gestures might in many cases suggest that, 
however dead to the external world, an interior sensibility still 
remained. But we have the evidence of those whom disease hgi; 
left at the eleventh hour, that while their supposed sufferings 
were pitied by their friends, existence was a blank. Montaigne, 
when stunned by a fall from his horse, tore open his doublet ; 
but he whs entirely senseless, and only knew afterwards that he 
had done it from the information of the attendants. The delirium 
of fever is distressing to witness, but the victim awakes from it as 
from a heavy sleep, totally ignorant that he has passed days anrf 
nights tossing wearily and talking wildly." Perceptions which 
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had occupied t4ie entire man could hardly be obliterated in the 
instant of recovery; or, if any one were inclined to adopt the 
solution, there is yet a proof that the callousness is real, in the 
unflinc?tilng manner in Avhlch bed-sores are rolled upon, that are 
too tender to bear touching when sense is restored. Wherever 
there is insensibility, virtual death precedes death itself, and to 
die is to awake in another world. 

More usually the mind is in a state intermediate between 
activity and oblivion. Observers unaccustomed to sit by the bed 
of death readily mistake increasing languor for total insensibility. 
But those who watch closely can distinguish that the car, though 
dull, is not yet deaf — that the eye, though dim, is not yet sight- 
less. When a bystander remarked of Dr. Wollaston that his 
mind w^as gone, the expiring phdosoplier made a signal for paper 
and pencil, wrote down some figures, and cast them up. The 
superior energy of his character was the principal difference be- 
tween himself and thousands who die and give no open sign, 'llieir 
faculties survive, though averse to even the faintest effort, and 
they barely testify in languid and broken phrases that the torpor 
of the body more than keeps pace with the inertness of the mind. 
The same report is given by those who have advanced to the very 
border of the country from whence no traveller returns. Mcjn- 
taigne after his accident passed for a corpse, and the first feeble 
indications of returning life resembled some of the commonest 
symptoms of death. But his own feelings were those of a man 
who is dropping into the sweets of slumber, and his longing was 
towards blank rest, and not for recovery. ' Melhought/ he Sciys, 
^my life only hung upon my lips; and I shut my eyes to help to 
thrust it out, and took a pleasure in languishing and letting myself 
go.’ In many of these instances, as in the cases of stupefaction, 
there are appearances which we havcplearnt to associate with suffer- 
ing, because constantly conjoined with it. A cold perspiration 
bedews the skin, the breathing is harsh and laboured, and some- 
times, especially in delicate frames, death is ushered in by con- 
vulsive movements which look like the wrestling with an oppressive 
enemy. But they arc signs of debility and a failing system which 
have no relation to pain. There is hardly an occasion when the 
patient fights more vehemently for life than in an attack of asthma, 
which, in fact, is a sufficiently distressing disorder before the 
sensibility is blunted and the strength subdued. But the termi- 
nation is not to be judged by the beginning. Dr. Campbell, the 
well-known Scotch professor, had a seizure, which alLbut carried 
biipuofF, a few months before he succumbed to the disease. A 
cordial gave him unexpected relief ; and his first words were to 

express 
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express astonishment at the sail countenance of his friends, 
because his own mind^ he told them, was in such a state at the 
crisis of the attack, from the expectation of immediate dissolution, 
that there was no other way to describe his feelings than by 
saying he was in rapture. Light indeed must have been the 
suffering as he gasped for breath, since physical agony, had it 
existed, would have quite subdued the mental ecstasy. 

As little is the death-sweat forced out by anguish. Cold as 
ice, his pulse nearly gone, ‘a mortal perspiration ran down the 
body* of La Boiitie, the friend of Montaigne, and it was at 
this very moment that, roused by the weeping of his relations, 
he exclaimed, ‘Who is it that torments me thus? Why was I 
snatched from my deep and pleasant repose ? Oh ! of what rest do 
you deprive me ! * 8uch fond lamentations disturb many a last 
moment; and the dying often remonstrate by looks when they 
cannot by words. Hard as it may be to control emotions with the 
very heart-strings ready to crack, pity demands an effort in which 
the strongest affection will be surest of success. The grief will 
not be more bitter in the end, that to keep it back had been the 
last service of love. Tears are a tribute of which those who be- 
stow it should bear all the cost. A worse torment is the attempt 
to arrest forcibly the exit of life by pouring cordials down throats 
which can no longer swallow, or more madly to goad the motion- 
less body into a manifestation of existence by the appliance of pain. 
It is like the plunge of the spur into the side of the courser, which 
rouses him as he is falling, to take another bound before he drops 
to rise no more. 

Queen Margaret. — Help^ lordSy the. king is dead. 

Somerset . — Rear vp his body : wring him by the nose. 

But the most approved method of what, in the language of the 
time, was called ‘ fetching again,* w'as to send a stream of smoke 
up the nostrils, which Hooker states to be ‘ the xoonted practis- 
ing of well-willers upon their friends, although they know it a 
matter impossible to keep them living ; * and W’ell-Avilling 
thoughtlessness among our peasantry to this very hour often 
endeavours to rescue friends from the grasp of death by torturing 
them into making one writhing struggle. The gentle nature 
of our great dramatist taught him that to those descending 
into the grave nothing was more grateful than its own stillness. 
Salisbury, at the death of Cardinal Beaufort, interposes with the 
remonstrance. 

Disturb him notj let him pass peaceably. 

And when Edgar is calling to Lear, 

Look upy my lord^ 


Kent) 
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Kent^ with reverent tenderness^ sa3^s^ 

Vex not his ghost ; O / let him pass. 

When Cavendish, the great chemist, perceived that his end drew 
near, he ordered his attendant to retire, and hot to return till a 
certain hour. The servant came back to find his master dead. 
He had chosen to breathe out his soul in solitude and silence, 
and would not be distracted by the presence of man, since vain 
was his help. Everybody desires to smooth the bed of death ; 
but unreflecting feeling, worse than the want of it in the result, 
turns it often to a bed of thorQS. 

It is not always that sickness merges into the agony. The 
strained thread may break at last with a sudden snap. This ik 
by no means rare in consumption. Burke’s son, upon whom his 
father has conferred something of his own celebrity, heard his 
parents sobbing in another room at the prospect of an event they 
knew to be inevitable. He rose from his bed, joined his illus- 
trious father, and endeavoured to engage .him in a cheerful con- 
versation. Burke continued silent, choked with grief. His son 
again made an effort to console him. ^ I am under no terror/ he 
said ; ^ I feel myself better and in spirits, and yet my heart 
flutters, I know not why. Pray talk to me, sir! talk of religion, 
talk of morality, talk, if you will, of indifferent subjects.’ Her^ a 
noise attracted liis notice, and he exclaimed, ‘Does it rain?-^ 
No ; It is the rustling of the wind through the trees.’ The 
whistling of the wind and the waving of the trees brought Milton’s 
majestic lines to his mind, and he repeated them with uncommon 
grace and effect : — 

Jlis praise^ ye winds, that from four quarters blow. 

Breathe soft or loiid; and wave your tops, yc jnnes ; 

With every plant, in sign of worship, wave I 

A second time he took up the sublime and melodious strain, and, 
accompanying the action to the word, waved his own hand in 
token of worship, and sunk into the arms of his father— a corpse. 
Not a sensation told him that in an instant he would stand in the 
presence of the Creator to whom his body was bent in homage, 
and whose praises still resounded from his Hps. But commonly 
the hand of death is felt for one brief moment before the work is 
done. Yet a parting word, or an expression of prayer, in which 
the face and voice retain their composure, show that there is 
nothing painful in the warning. It was in this way that Boileau 
expired from the effects of a dropsy. A friend entered the room 
where he was sitting ; and the poet, in one and the same breath, 
bid him hail and farewell. * Good day and adieu/ said he; 'it 
will be a very long adieu,’«— and instantly died. 


In 



Fontenelle on the Signs of 'Deaths 385 

In sudden death which is not preceded by sickness, the course 
of events is much the Scaine. Some expire in the performance of 
the ordinary actions of life, some with a half-completed sentence 
on their lips ; some in the midst of a quiet sleep. Many die 
without a sound, many with a single sigh, many with merely a 
struggle and a groan. In other instances there are two or three 
minutes of contest and distress, and in proportion as the termina- 
tion is distant from the commencement of the attack there will be 
room for the ordinary pangs of disease. But upon the whole 
there can be no death less awful than the death which comes in 
the midst of life, if it were not for the shock it gives the survivors 
and the probability w'ith most that it will find them unprepared. 
When there are only a few beats of the pulse, and a few heavings 
of the bosom between health and the grave, it can signify little 
w'hether they are the throbbings of pain, or the thrills of joy, or 
the mechanical movements of an unconscious frame. 

, There is then no foundation for the idea that the pain of dying 
I is the climax to the pain of disease, for. unless the stage of the 
agony is crossed at a stride, disease stupefies when it is about to 
kill. If the anguish of the sickness has been extreme, so striking 
from the contrast is the ease that supervenes, that — without even 
the temporary revival which distinguishes the lightening before 
deirth — *kind nature’s signal for retreat’ is believed to be the 
signal of the retreat of the disease. Pushkin, ^he Russian poet, 
suffered agony from a wound received in a duel. His wife, 
deceived by the deep tranquillity which succeeded, left the 
room with a countenance beaming with joy, and exclaimed to 
the phvsician, 'You see he is to live; he will not die. 'But at 
this moment,’ says the narrative, ' the la^t process of vitality had 
already begun.’ Where the symptoms are those of recovery there 
is in truth more pain to be endured than when the issue is death, 
for sickness does not relinquish its bold in relaxing its grasp. In 
the violence which produces speedy insensibility the whole of the 
downward course is easy compared to the subsequent ascent. 
When Montaigne was stunned, he passed, we have seen, from 
stupor to a dreamy elysium. But when returning life had thawed 
the numbness engendered by the blow, then it was that the pains 
got hold of him which imagination pictures as incident to death. 
Cowper, on reviving after his attempt to hang himself, thought 
he was in hell ; and those who are taken senseless from the 
water, and afterwards recovered, re-echo the sentiment though 
they may vary the phrase. This is what we should upon reflection^ 
expect. The body is quickly deadened and slowly restored; and 
from thn moment corporal sensitiveness returns, the throes of 
the still disordered functions are so many efforts of pain. I** •d 
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far as it is a questioi? of bodily suffering, death is the lesser evil of 
the two. 

Of the trials to be undergone before dying sets in, everybody, 
from personal experience or observation of disease, has formed a 
general idea. Duration is an element as important as intensity, 
and slow declines, which are not accompanied by any consider- 
able suffering, put patience and fortitude to a severe test. ‘ My 
friends/ said the Fontenelle, a short time before he died, ' I have 
no pain, — only a little difficulty in keeping up life / but this 
little difficulty becomes a great fatigue when protracted without 
intermission through weeks and rhonths. More, the Platonist, 
who was afflicted in this way, described his feelings by the ex- 
pressive comparison that he was as a fish out of its element, which 
lay tumbling in the dust of the street. With all the kindness 
bestowed upon the sick, there is sometimes a disposition to judge 
them by the standard of our own healthy sensations, and blame 
them for failings which are the effects of disease. Wc complain 
that they are selfish, not always remembering that it is the impor- 
tunity of suffering which makes them exacting; we call them im- 
patient — forgetful that, though case can afford to wait, pain craves 
immediate relief; we think them . cajiricious, and overlook that 
fancy pictures solace in .appliances \\hich aggravate upon trial, 
and add disappointment to distress. There is not any situation 
in which steady ftiinds and sweet dispositions evince a greater 
superiority over the hasty and sensual part of m.ankind ; but 
self-control adapts itself to the ordinary exigencies of life, and if 
surprised by evils with which it has not been accustomed to 
measure its strength, the firmest nerve and the sunniest temper 
are overcome by the suchlen violence of the assault. Unless the 
understanding is affected, irritability and waywardness constantly 
diminish when experience has shown the wisdom and duly of 
patience, and there soon springs up with well-ordered minds a 
generous rivalry between submission on the one hand and forbear- 
ance on the other. FVom the hour that sin and death entered 
into the world, it was mercy that disease and* decay should enter 
too. A sick-room is a school of virtue, whether we are spectators 
of the mortality of our dearest connexions, or are experiencing our 
own. * 

Violent often differs little from natural death. Many poisons 
destroy by setting up disorders resembling those to which flesh is 
the inevitable heir, and, as in ordinary sickness, though the dis- 
order may be torture, the mere dying is easy. The drugs which kill 
with the rapidity of lightning, or which act by lulling the whole of 
the senses to sleep, can first or last create no suffering worthy of 
the name. Fatal hemorrhage is another result both of violence 

^ and 
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and disease, and from the example of Seneca — his prolong^ed 
torments after his veins were opened, and his recourse to a second 
method of destruction to curtail the bitterness of the first — was 
held by Sir Thomas Browne to be a dreadful kind of death. 
Browne was more influenced by what he read than by what he 
saw, or he must have observed in the course of his practice that 
it is not of necessity, nor in general, an agonising process. The 
pain depends upon the rate at which life is reduced below the 
point whore sensibility ends. The sluggish blood of the aged 
Seneca refused to flow in an ample stream, and left him just 
enough vigour to feel and to sufler. A fuller discharge takes 
rapid efh ct, and renders the suffering trifling by making it short. 
‘ An obstruction to respiration is beyond comparison more painful 
• than total suflocation. 

To be shot dead is one of the easiest modes of terminating life; 
yet, rapid as it is, the body has Jeisure to feel and the mind to 
reflect. On the first attein])t by one of the fanatic adherents 
of Spain to assassinate the William, Prince of Orange, who took 
the lead in the Revolt of the Netherlands, the ball passed 
through the bones of his face, and brought him to the ground. 
In tlic instant of time that preceded stupefaction, he was able to 
frame tlie notion that the ceiling of the room had fallen and 
crushed him. The cannon-shot which plunged into the brain of 
Charles Nil. did ri(»t prevent him from seizing his sword by the 
hilt. The idea of an attack and the necessity for defence were 
impressed upon him by a blow which we should have supposed too 
tremendous to leave an interval for thought. But it by no means 
follows that the infliction of fatal violence is accompanied by a 
pang. From what is known of the first effects of gun-shot wounds, 
it is probable that the impression is rather stunning than acute. 
Unless death be immediate, the pain is as varied as the nature of 
the injuries, and these are past counting up. But there is nothing 
singular in the dying sensations, though Lord Byron remarked 
the physiological peculiarity, that the expression is invariably that 
of languor, while in death from a stab the countenance reflects the 
traits of natural character — of gentleness or ferocity — to the latest 
breath. Some of the cases are of interest to show with what 
slight disturbance life may go on under mortal wounds ’ till it 
suddenly cx)mes to a final stop. A foot-soldier at Waterloo, 
pierced by a musket-ball in tho hip, begged water from a trooper 
who chanced to possess a canteen of beer. The wounded man 
drank, returned his heartiest thanks, mentioned that his regiment 
was nearly exterminated, and, having proceeded a doxen yards in 
his way to the rear, fell to the earth, and with one convulsive 
movement of bis limbs concluded his career. ^ Yet his voice,* 
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says the trooper, who himself tells the story, ^p:ave scarcely the 
smallest sign of weakness.* Captain Basil Hall, who in his 
early youth was present at the battle of Corunna, has singled 
out from the confusion which consigns to oblivion the woes 
and gallantry of war, another instance extremely similar, which 
occurred on that occasion. An old officer, who was shot in 
the head, arrived pale and faint at the temporary hospital, and 
begged the surgeon to look at his wound, which was pronounced 
to be mortal. ‘Indeed I feared so,’ he responded with impeded 
utterance — ‘and yet I should like very much to live a little longer 
—if it were possible.’ He laid his sword upon a stone tit his side, 
* as gently,’ says Hall, ‘ as if its steel had been turned to glass, and 
almost immediately sunk dead upon the turf.’ 

Drowning was held in horror by some of the ancients who con- 
ceived the soul to be a fire, and that the water would put it out. 
But a Sybarite could hardly have quarrelled with the death. The 
struggles at the outset are prompted by terror, not by pain, which 
commences later, and is soon succeeded by a pleasing languor ; 
nay some, if not the majority, escape altogether the interval of 
suffering. A gentleman, for whose accuracy we can vouch, told 
us he had not experienced the slightest feeling of suffocation. 
The stream was transparent, the day brilliant, and as he stood 
upright he could see the sun shining through the water, with 
a dreamy consciousness that his eyes were about to be closed 
upon it for ever. Yet he neither feared his fate, nor wished to 
avert it, A sleepy sensation which soothed and gratified him 
made a luxurious bed of a watery grave. A friend informed 
Mothe-le-Vayer, that such was his delight in groping at the 
bottom, that a feeling of anger passed through his mind against 
the persons who pulled him out. It is probable that some of our 
readers may have seen a singularly striking account of recovery 
from drowning by a highly distinguished officer still living," who 
also speaks to the total absence of pain while under the waves ; 
but adds a circumstance of startling interest — namely, that during 
the few moments of consciousness the whole events of his pre- 
vious life, from childhood, seemed to repass w'ith lightninglikc 
rapidity and brightness before bis eyes ; a narration which shows 
on what accurate knowledge the old Oriental framed his story of 
the Sultan who dipped his head into a basin of water, and had, 
as it were, gone through all the adventures of a crowded life 
before he lifted it out again. No one can have the slightest 
disposition to question the evidence in this recent English ease ; 
but we do not presume to attempt the physiological explanation. 

That to be frozen to death must be frightful torture many 
Would consider certain from their own experience of the effects of 

cold. 
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cold. But here wc fall into the usual error of supposing that tho 
suffering will increase with the energy of the agent, which could 
only be the ciise if sensibility remained the same. 'Intense cold 
brings on speedy sleep, which fascinates the senses and fairly 
beguiles men out of their lives. A friend of Robert Boyle, who 
was overtaken by the drowsiness while comfortably seated on the 
side of a sledge, assured him that he had neither power nor incli- 
nation to ask for help ; and unless his companions had observed 
his condition he would have welcomed the snow for his winding- 
sheet. But the most curious example of the seductive power of 
cold is to be found in the adventures of the botanical party who, in 
Cook’s first voyage, were caught in a snow-storm on Tierra del 
Fuego. Dr. Solander, by birth a Swede, and well acquainted 
. with the destructive deceits of a rigorous climate, admonished the- 
company, in defiance of lassitude, to keep moving on. ' Who- 
ever,’ said he, ‘ sits down will sleep — and whoever sleeps will 
perish.’ The Doctor spoke as a sage; but he felt as a man. In 
spile of the remonstrances of those whom he had instructed and 
alarmed, he was the first to lie down. A black servant, who fol- 
lowed the example, was told he would die, and he replied that to 
die was all he desired. But the Doctor despised his own philo- 
sophy ; he said he would sleep first, and go on afterwards. Sleep 
he did for two or three minutes, and would have slept for ever 
unless his companions had happily succeeded in kindling a fire* 
The scene was repeated thousands of times in the retreat from 
Moscow. ‘ The danger of stopping,* says Beaupre, who was on 
the medical staff, ‘ was universally observed, and generally disre- 
garded.’ Expostulation was answered by a stupid gaze, or by 
the request to be allowed to sleep unmolesteil, for sleep was deli- 
cious, and the only suffering was in resisting its call. Mn Alison, 
the historian, to try the experiment, sat down in his garden at 
night when the thermometer had fallen four degrees below zero, 
and so quickly did the drowsiness come stealing on, that he won- 
dered how a soul of Napoleon’s unhappy band had been able to 
resist the treacherous influence. And doubtless they would all 
have perished if the fear of death had not sometimes contended with 
the luxury of dying. Limbs are sacrificed where life escapes, 
and such is the obtuseness of feeling that passengers in the streets 
of St. Petersburgh rely on one another for the friendly warning 
that their noses are about to precede them to the tomb. An ap- 
pearance of intoxication is another common result, and half-frozen 
people in England have been punished for drunkards — an in- 
justice the more galling, that in their own opinion the state was 
produced by the very want of their sovereign specific, ^ a glass of 
soipetbing to keep out tho cold.’ The whole of the effects are 
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390 Fontenelle on the Signs of Death. 

readily explained. The contracting force of the cold compresses 
the vessels, drives the blood into the interior of the body, and the 
surface, deprived of the life-sustaining fluid, is left torpid or dead. 
A part of the external circulation takes refuge in the brain, and 
the congestion of the brain is the cause of the stupor. The ce- 
lerity of the operation, when not resisted by exercise, may be 
judged from the circumstance that in the few instants Dr. So- 
lander slept, his shoes dropped off through the shrinking of his 
feet. There is the less to wonder at in the contradiction between 
his precepts and his practice. In proportion to the danger which 
his mind foretold was the ease with which his vigilance was over- 
powered and disarmed. 

It was a desire worthy of Caligula that the victims of the state 
should taste their death. Tlie barbarous maxim has never lacked 
patrons in barbarous times, nor has humanity always kept pace 
with refinement. Manners continued to soften, and still it was 
not thought wrong that in heinous cases a forfeited life should be 
wrung out by any torture, however lengthened and intense. The 
physicians ol Montpellier in the sixteenth century received from 
the French Government the annual present of a criminal to be 
dissected alive for the advancement of science. The theory of 
the medical art could have gained nothing to justify lessons which 
brutalised its professors. No amount of skill can supply to 
society the place of respect for life and sympathy for suffering.* 
Savage buffoonery was sometimes employed to give an edge to 
cruelty. Among a hundred and fifty persons executed in Franco 
in the reign of Henry II., by every variety of device, for an 
insurrection against the salt-tax, three were found guilty of 
killing two collectors, and exclaiming as they threw the bodies 
into the river, ' Go, wicked salt-tax gatherers, and salt the fish 
in the Charenle.’ Tlie grave and reverend seigniors who sat 
in judgment exerted their ingenuity todeifise a scene in mimicry of 


♦ When the poUon-tampering Queen in Cymbeline tells the Doctor— 

* I will triif the force 

Of these thy compounds on such creatures as 

'U^e count not worth the hanging {Jmt none human) ’ — 
her Riedical confidant replies— 

* Your Highness 

Shall by such practice but make hard your heart 

sod on this reply, in one of those notes which modem editors usually snetr at, but to 
which Mr. Knight occosionany (as here^ does more justice, we read : — * The thought 
would probably have been more amplified had otir author lived to be shocked inth 
such experiments as hare been performed in later times by a race of men who We 
metised torturing without pity, and are yet suffered to erect their heads among human 
beings.* So wrote Dr. Joh^on — and he himself could hardly have antici]jated the 
syitematie detrltishness of many French and some Ktiglish surgeons in but Owfj day. 

this 
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this passionate outburst of infuriated men. Their legs and arms 
having first been broken with an iron bar, the culprits, whilst yet 
alive, were thrown into a fire, the executioner calling after them 
in obedience to the sentence, Go, mad wretches, to roast the fish 
of the Charente that you have salted with the bodies of the officers 
of your sovereign lord and king.’ The assassin of Henry IV. 
was tortured for hours, — his guilty hand burnt off, his flesh torn 
with pincers, molten lead and boiling oil poured into his wounds — 
and the tragedy concluded by }oking horses to his arms and legs, 
and tearing him limb from limb. The frightful spectacle was 
made a court entertainment, and lords, ladies, and princes of the 
blood remained to the end, feasting their eyes with his contortions 
and their ears with his cries. Much nearer our own times, when 
Damiens, who was half-crazed, struck at Louis XV. with a pen- 
knife, and slighlly wounded him in the ribs, the entire scene was 
again acted over, and again highborn dames were the eager spec- 
tators of the torment. Generations of luxury had given to the 
manners of court minions the polish of steel, and its hardness to 
their hearts. 

Executions in England were less appalling than in France, and 
the circumstances of cruelty became sooner abhorrent to the dis- 
position of the nation. But there was enough which revolts our 
humaner feelings, and the embowelling of traitors in particular 
was a frequent horror. A contemporary writer has preserved 
the details of the death of Sir Thomas Blount, in the reign 
of Henry IV. He was hanged in form, immediately cut down, 
and sealed on a bench before the fire prepared to consume his 
entrails. The executioner, holding a razor in his hand, knelt 
and asked his pardon. " Are you the person,’ inquired Sir 
Thomas, * appointed to deliver me from thiswwld?’ and the 
executioner having answered ‘ Yes,’ and received a kiss of peace, 
proceeded with the rtifeor to rip up his belly. In this way 
perished many of the Roman Catholics who had sentence for 
conspiracies against Elizabeth. Either from the caprice of the 
executioner, or the private instructions of his superiors, the measure 
dealt out was extremely unequal. Some wejre permitted to die 
before the operation was begun, some were half-strangled, and 
some, the instant the halter had closed round their throats, Were 
seized and butchered in the fulness of life. In the latter cases, at 
least, much of the rigour of the sentence was at the discretion of 
the wretch who carried it into effect ; and as the friends of the 
criminal bribed him, when they could afford it, to plunge the 
r knife into a vital part, it is to be presumed that he regulated his^ 
mercy by bis avarice. Lord Russell remarked, that it was a 
pretty thing to give a fee to be beheaded. But the custom of 
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presenting fees to the headsman had the same origin with these 
gratuities to the hangman — the desire of his victims to propitiate a 
functionary who, unless they paid him like gentlemen, had it always 
in his power to behave like a ruffian. In the reign of George III. 
the letter of the law of treason was brought into harmony with what 
had long been the practice, and it was enacted that until life was 
extinct the mutilation of the body should not be commenced. The 
change was an evidence of the complete revolution in public 
opinion. Instead of grades of anguish, simple death is the highest 
punishment known to the law. The horror of violence, the agony 
of suspense, the opprobrium of mankind, the misery of friends, the 
pangs of conscience, the dread of eternity, form a compilatioj(;i of 
woe which requires no addition from bodily torture. Every year 
contributes to falsify the old reproach, that fewer hours had been 
devoted to soften than to exasperate death. Modern investigations 
have all been directed the other way ; and the desire is universal, 
that even the criminal, whose life is most justly the forfeit of his 
crime, should find speedy deliverance. 

Hanging has prevailed more universally than any single mode 
of execution — nay, more, perhaps, tljan all other methods com- 
bined. Recommended by simplicity, and the absence of blood- 
shed, it is at the same time a death from which imagination re- 
volts. None would, prior to experience, be conceived more 
distressing, for the agony might be expected to be realized to 
utmost intensity in the sudden transition from the vigour of health 
to a forced and yet not immediate death. Many indeed fancy 
that the fall of the body dislocates the neck, when the consequent 
injury to the spinal cord would annihilate life at the instant of the 
shock. But this is among the number of vulgar errors. Though 
a possible result, it very rarely occurs, unless a special manoeuvre 
is employed to produce it. Before revolutionary genius had dis- 
carded the gibbet in France, Louis, the Aiinent professor, struck 
with the circumstance that the criminals in Paris were some instants 
in dying, while those of Lyons hung a lifeless mass the moment 
the rope was strained by their weight, learned from the exeoii- 
tioner the trick of trade which spared his victims a struggle. In 
flinging them from the ladder he steadied with one hand the 
head, and with the other imparted to the body a rotatory move- 
ment which gave a wrench to the neck. The veritable Jack 
Ketch of the reign of James II., who has transmitted his name to 
ali the inheritors of his office, may be conjectured frdfli a story 
current at the time to have been in the secret, for it was the 
boast of his wife that though the assistant could manage to get 
through the business, her husband alone was possessed oC^the art 
to make a culj^rit ' die sweetly/ Where the fallif greait, or 'the 
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person corpulent, dislocation might take place without further inter- 
ference, but, with an occasional exception, those who are hanged 
perish simply by suffocation. There is nothing in that circum- 
stance to occasion special regret. An immense number of persons 
recovered from insensibility have recorded their sensations, and 
agree in the report that an easier end could not be desired. An 
acquaintance of Lord Bacon, who meant to hang himself partially, 
lost Ills footing, and was cut down at the last extremity, having 
nearly paid for his curiosity with his life. He declared that he 
felt no jiain, and his only sensation was of fire before his eyes, 
which changed first to black and then to sky-blue. These 
colours are even a source of pleasure. A Captain Mon- 
tagnac, who was hanged in France during the religious wars, and 
rescued from the gibbet at the intercession of Viscount Turenne, 
complained that, having lost all pain in an instant, he had been 
taken from a light of tvhich the charm delied description. An- 
other criminal, who escaped by the breaking of the cord, said 
that, after a second of suffering, a fire appeared, and across it the 
most beautiful avenue of trees. Henry IV. of France sent his 
physician to question him, and when mention was made of a 
pardon, the man answered coldly that it was not worth the ask- 
ing. The uniformity of the descriptions renders it useless to 
multiply instances. They fdl pages in every book of medical 
jurisprudence. All agree that the uneasiness is quite momentary, 
that a pleasurable feeling Immediately succeeds, that colours of 
various hue start up before the sight, and that, these having been 
gazed on for a trivial space, the rest is oblivion. The mind, 
averted from the reality of the situation, is engaged in scenes 
the most remote from that which fdls the eye of the spectator, — 
the vile rabble, the hideous gallows, and the struggling form that 
swings in the wind. Formerly in England the friends of the 
criminal, in the natural belief that while there was life there was 
pain, threw themselves upon his legs as the cart drove away, that 
the addition of their weight might shorten his pangs. A more 
sad satisfaction for all the parties concerned could not well be 
conceived. 

In the frenzy of innovation which accompanied the French 
revolution, when everything was to be changed, and (as im- 
postors pretended and dupes believed) to be changed for the 
better, the reforming mania extended to the execution of 
criminals, and Dr. Guillotin, a weak, vain coxcomb, who re- 
vived^ with improvements an old machine, had the honour of 
name to an adopted child whose operations have 
ensu^adnaimself from oblivion. The head, he assured the 
tender- hearted^ legislature, would fly off in the tivinkling of an 
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c\c, aiu] its owner suffer nothing. It has since been maintained 
that, far from feeling nothing, he suffers at the time, and for ten 
minutes atterwards, — that the Irunklcss head thinks as usual, and 
is master of its movements, — that the ear hears, the eye sees, and 
the lips essay to speak. M. Sue, the father of the novelist, whose 
theories of human physiology have a thorough family resemblance 
to his son’s representations of human nature, went so far as to con- 
tend that ‘ the body felt as a body and the liead as a head.’ The 
experience of the living sets the first of these assertions at rest. 
When a nerve of sensation is severed from its communication with 
the brain, the part below' the lesion ceases to feel. The muscular 
power often continues, but sensibility there is none. The hei\d 
is not disposed of so readily, for since it is the centre of feeling, 
it is impossible in decapitation to infer the torpor of the brain 
from the callousness of the body. But it would require the 
strongest evidence to prove that sensation survives the shock ; and 
the evidence, on the contrary, is exceedingly weak. The alleged 
manifestations of feeling are only what occur in many kinds of 
death wdiere we know that the ])ain is already past. No one 
frequently appears to die harder when the face is uncovered than 
the man that is hanged, and yet all the time there is horror on 
his countenance, within he is either calm or unconscious.* If 
those who stood by the guillotine had been equally curious about 
other modes of dying, they would have known that the peculiarity 
was not in the signs, but in the interpretations they put upon them. 
The lips tpove convulsively, — the head, say they, is striving to 
speak, — the eyes are wide open, and arc therefore w^atchlng the 

^ The face after hanging is sonietiuies natural, but more commonly clistorteil. 
Shaksjicare has given a vivid and exact description of the cliungo in the s})cech where 
Warwick points to the indications of violence which j)rovc that tlie Duke of Gloster 
had been murdered: — 

But iee, hit face is black and full of blood ; 

His etfe-balls further out than when he lived^ 

Staring full ghastly like a strangled mam ; 

His hair upreared, his nostrils stretched with struggling; 

His hands abroad (Usplayed^ as one that grasped 
And tugged for Hfty and was by strength siAdued, 

The great poets beat the philosophers out of the field. .They have the two«fo1d faculty 
essential to description, — the eye which discriminates toe characteristic circumstances, 
and the words which bring them up Tike pictures licfore the mind. TTy * his hands 
abroad displayed ' must be understood that they were thrust to a distance tVpm the 
body, which if an impulse with persons who are stilled by force. That tlie bands 
themselves should he wide open is incons||tent with the fact and with fiie idea of 
* grasping.* They are sometimes clenched with such violence that the nails jienefrafe 
tlm flmh of tlie palms,— another instance among many, afier what we know of the 
•ensatkma in hanging, how little the convulsive movements of dying are connected 
with naiiu The circumstance is not surprising now that the s])1er](lid investigatlofis of 
.Sir Charles Bell, which may cloillenge comparison with anytlnng that has ever been 
thme in physiology, have demonstrated ti»at the nerves of motion are distinct fmm the 
nerves of filing, atal tliat tl>ey are capable of acting iude|)endent]y of rnc anotban 
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scone before them ; as if it was not common in violent death for 
lips to quiver when the mint! was laid to rest, and for eyes to stare 
when their sense was shut. It is afTirmcd, however, that the eyes 
are sometimes fixed upon cherished objects. But >vcre the 
anguish, as is asserted, ‘ full, fine, perfect/ the head, instead of 
employing itself in the contemplation of friends, would be ab- 
sorbed in its own intolerable torments. The illusion is probably 
produced by the relatives themselves, who look in the direction 
of the eyes, which then appear to return the gaze. But it is nei* 
ther necessary nor safe to find a solution for every marvel. Few 
have had the opportunity, and fewer still the capacity, for correct 
observation. The imagination of the spectator is powerfully 
excited, and a slight })erversion suffices to convert a mccJianical 
movement into an emotion of feeling or an effort of the will. 
There are not many of the ordinary statements which rest upon 
the testimony of competent observers ; and most of the extraor- 
dinary, such as tlie blushing of Charlotte Corday when her cheek 
was struck by the villain who held up her head, are not attested 
by any witness whatsoever. Though everybody repeats them, no 
one can tell from whence they came. It is a point upon which 
M. Sue and liis scliool have not been exacting. One of the num- 
ber mentions a man, or to speak more correctly, the Acflrf of a 
man, who turned his eyes wdiichever way they called him ; and 
having thus digested the camel without difficulty, he grows 
scrupulous about the gnat, and cannot be confident whether the 
name of the person was Tillier or De Tillier. It is an epitome of 
the plan upon which many of the papers on the subject are 
penned. The authors take care of the pence and leave tlie 
pounds to take care of themselves. For our own part, we believe 
that the crashing of an axe through the neck must completely 
paralyse the sensation of the brain, and that the worst is over 
when the head is in the basket. 

The section of physiologists who would hardly refuse credit to 
the unpunctuated averment that King Charles walked and talked 
half an hour after his head ^^as cut off, are left behind by some 
Polish physicians, who were persuaded that by bringing into 
contact the newly severed parts they could make them reunite. 
They had sufficient faith in their folly to petition that the head 
when it had grown to the shoulders might be suffered to remain, 
and obtained a promise that* their work should be respected, 
and the revivified criminal spared a second execution. Among 
the authenticated curiosities of surgery is the case of a soldier, 
who had his nose bitten off in a street riot, and thrown into the 
gutter. He picked up the fragment, deposited it in the house 
of a neighbouring surgeon, and, having pursued the aggressor, 
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returned, and had it refitted to the parent stock. On the fol- 
lowing day it had begun to unite, and on the fourth the old 
nose was again incorporated with the old face. The Polish 
doctors may have founded their hopes on some examples of 
the kind. But they overlooked that time was an element in 
the cure, and that life must be sustained while adhesion was 
going on. They seem to have imagined that the neck and 
head would unite together upon the first application, with the 
same celerity that they had flown asunder at the stroke of the 
executioner. With the exception of these sages of Poland 
nobody, until the guillotine had been busy in France, Jippcars 
to have dreamt that after head and body liad parted company 
life or feeling could subsist. Decapitation, as the most ho- 
nourable, was the most coveted kind of death, and Lord Russell 
scarcely exaggerated the general opinion when he said, shortly 
before his fatal moment, that the pain of losing a head was less 
than the pain of drawing a tooth. Hatred to the guillotine has 
had a large influence upon later judgments. The instrument for 
the punishment of the guilty became the instrument of guilt, and 
there is an inclination to extend to the machine a part of the 
opprobrium which attaches to those who put it in moiion. And 
unquestionably there are moral associations, independent of every 
physical consideration, which will always render it the most 
loathsome and sickening of all the contrivances by which felons 
are made to pay the penalty of crime. 

The punishment of the wheel was among the deaths exploded 
by the guillotine, and out of a spirit of hostility to everything 
which preceded the Revolution, the barbarities that attended it 
have been grossly exaggerated. The criminal fastened to a St. 
Andrew’s cross had his limbs fractured with an iron bar. 
Though each blow might be conjectured to be a death in itself, 
the notorious Mandrin laughed on receiving the second stroke, 
and when the confessor reproved his levity, replied that he 
was laughing at his own folly in supposing that sensibility could 
survive the first concussion. The demeanour of a culprit is 
uncertain evidence of the pain he endures. The timid shriek 
with apprehension, — the brave by the energy of self-control can 
continue calm in the extremest torture. Mandrin was of that 
class of men whose minds are not to be penetrated by the iron 
which enters the flesh, and his indifierence perhaps was partly 
assumed. But such blows have certainly a stunning effect, 
and rendered the punishment far less dreadful than we are 
accustomed to picture it. From the cross the mangled body was 
transferred to the wheel, — the back curved over the upper cir- 
cumference, and the feet and head depending downwards. Here 
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it was common, according to some who have written since^ for the 
unhappy wretches to linger for hours — writhing with agony, and 
often uttering blasphemies in their torment. Happen now and 
then it did, but common it was not. Of those condemned to the 
wheel, all except the worsj- description of criminals were strangled 
beforehand. Of those who were broken alive, none were denied 
the coiip-de -grace for the final stroke. This was a blow on the 
pit of the stomach, with the intention, seldom defeated, of putting 
an end to the tortures of the victim. Rarely after the blow of 
grace did he continue to breathe — more rarely to feel. Yet upon 
the ground of this feature in the punishment of the wheel Mr, 
Alison declares he is tempted to forget all the cruelties of the 
Revolution, and exclaim with Byron, ‘ Arise, ye, Goths, and glut 
your ire !’ But assuming the truth of the misstatements which 
he has adopted from a writer of French memoirs, was it because 
ruffians who had inflicted greater sufTcring than they endured were 
put to death by methods repudiated in a humaner age, or, if he 
pleases, though it was not the case, repudiated at the time by the 
fivcngers, whom events proved t* be more sanguinary than the 
laws, — was it on this account that kings and nobles should be 
brought to the scaffold, innocent men, women, and children but- 
chered by thousands, the church be overthrown, property confis- 
cated, — that massacre, w^ar, havoc, and ruin should desolate the 
land? Feelings find vent in exaggerated language, and we should 
not be critical upon an expression of sympathy, though extravagant 
in sentiment and offensive in form, unless these outbursts of spu- 
rious indignation had pervaded the whole of Mr. Alison’s account 
of the French revolution. There are, it is true, abundance of 
passages of an opposite description, for the jarring elements of 
hot and cold arc poured out indiscriminately, and left to mingle 
as they may. 

Worse than the halter, axe, or wheel, was the fire which, as 
typical of the flames of hell, was employed in the blindness of 
theological fury to consume the foremost of the pilgrims to 
heaven. The legs of Bishop Hooper were charred, and his body 
scorched, before he was fully enveloped in the fire, which a wind 
blew aside, nor was it till the pile had been twice replenished 
that he bowed his head and gave up the ghost. A similar mis- 
fortune attended Ridley. An excess of faggots hindered the 
flames ascending, and his extremities were in ashes when his 
body wy unsinged. Ridley yielded slightly to the dictates of 
nature, and struggled at the height of his protracted anguish. 
Hooper remained immovable as the stake to yvhich he was 
chained. For three-quarters of an hour bis patience was proof 
l^^ainst the fury of the flames, and be died at length os quietly 
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as a child in its bed. But the pain of burning is of fearful inten- 
sity, and the meek endurance of these heroes at the stake was the 
triumph of mind over the tortures of the flesh. 

The Head, tlie Hope, the Supporter of those who gave their 
bodies to be burnt, drank himself of a bitjercr cup. Of all the de- 
vices of cruel imagination, crucifixioh is the masterpiece. Other 
pains are sharper for a time, but none are at once so agonising and 
so long. One aggravation, however, was wanting which, owing to 
the want of knowledge in painters, is still, we believe, commonly 
supposed to have belonged to the punishment. The weiglit of the 
body was borne by a ledge which projected from the middle of the 
upright beam, and not by the hands and feet, which were pro- 
bably found uncjqual to the strain. The frailty of man’s frame 
comes at last to be its own defence ; but enough remained to 
preserve the pre-eminence of torture to the cross. The process 
of nailing was exquisite torment, and yet worse in what ensued 
than in the actual infliction. The spikes rankled, the wounds 
inflamed, the local injury produced a general fever, the fever a 
most intolerable thirst ; but tln^misery of miseries to the sufferer 
was, while racked with agony, to be fastened in a position which 
did not permit him even to writhe. Every attempt to relieve the 
muscles, every instinctive movement of anguish, only served to 
drag the lacerated flesh, and wake up new and acuter pangs ; and 
this torture, which must have been continually aggravated, until 
advancing death began to lay it to sleep, lasted on an average two 
or three days. 

' Several punishments allied to crucifixion, but which differed in 
the method of fastening the body, were once common, and arc not 
entirely obsolete. Whether men are nailed to a cross, hung up 
with hooks, or fixed upon stakes, there is a strong resemblance 
ifi the suffering produced; and any differential circumstance 
which adds to the torture, also curtails it. Maundrcll has given 
ffom hearsay an account of impalement as practised at Tripoli, 
JirVich would throw its rivals into the shade. A post the size 
a man’s leg, sharpened at the top, was placed in the ground, 
when the point had been inserted between the legs of the 
^tim, he was drawn on, as a joint of meat upon a spit, until 
stake came through at the shoulders. In this condition he 
would sometimes sit for a day and a night, and by smoking, 
drinking, and talking, endeavour to beguile the weary time. 
Maundrell is a trustworthy traveller, but on this occosioi^he was ' 
certainly deceived, or the anatomy of man has degenerated since. 

A race of beings who could endure a post the size of a leg to ira* 
verse their vitals, and be alive at the close — who, yet inorS,^ could 
sit for four-and-twenty hours engaged in festive occupations^ no 
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matter with how slight a relish, while pierced from end to end 
with a staff more clumsy than that of Goliath’s spear — a race of 
beings so tenacious of life, and insensible to pain, would require 
punishments to be heightened to meet the callousness of their 
structure; but with our delicate organization, too rough a usage 
breaks the golden c^ord. Nature has set bounds to the cruelty of 
man, for torture carried beyond a certain point defeats itself. 
Sorrow occupies a larger space in our minds than it does in our 
existence. Time, who in our happier hours put on wings and 
flew like the wind, in our misery toils heavily with leaden feet ; 
but though he may lag he cannot stop, and, when every other 
alleviation is gone, this will always remain to sustain patience 
under aggravated torments — that there must be a speedy abate- 
ment or a speedy release. 

VVe have been accompanying the body in its progress to the 
grave. Wc had meant next to retrace our s(eps, and observe the 
workings of the mind in its approach to the boundary which 
divides time from eternity; but this subject is, we find, too ex- 
tensive to be made an appendage. 


Art. III. — 1. General Description of the Britannia and Conway 
Tabular Bridges on the Chester and Holyhead Railimy. 
Published, with the permission of Robert Stephenson, Civd 
Engineer, by a Resident Assistant. Pp. 31. London. 1849. 

2, An Account of the Construction of the Britannia and Conway 
Tubular Bridges, with a complete History of their Progress, 
from the conception of the Original Idea to the conclusion of the 
elaborate Eiperiments which determined the exact Form and 
Mode of Construction ultimately Adopted, By 
Fairbairn, C.E., Meinb. Inst. Civil Engineers; Vice- 
President of the Literary and Philosophical Society, 
Chester, &c. London. 1849. 


I N continuation of our sketch of the practical working of 
London and North-Western Railway, we now offer to 
readers a short descriptive outline of the aerial passages thTOtiJ| 
which it is proposed by the Directors of the Chester and Holyhew 
Railway, that the public shall, without cuneiform sustentation, fly 
across jjbe Menai Straits. 

We shall divide our subject into the following compartments: — 
L The principle upon which the Britannia Bridge is con^ 
stru€t|id. 

2k The mode of its construction. 

3. The floating of its tubes. 4. The 
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4. The manner In which they are subsequently raised. 

5. Mr. Pairbairn’s complaint that Mr. Robert Stephenson has 
deprived him ' of a considerable portion of the merit of the 
construction of the Conway and Britannia Bridges.’ 

1. Pkinciple of the proposed Passage. — In the con- 
struction of a railway from Chester to Holyhead, the great 
difficulty which its projectors bad to contend with was to discover 
by what means, if any, long trains of passengers and of goods 
could, at undiminished speed, be safely transported across that 
great tidal chasm Vhich separates Carnarvon fiorii the island of 
Anglesey. To solve this important problem the Company’s 
engineer was directed most carefully to reconnoitre the spot ; and 
as the picture of a man struggling with adversity has always been 
deemed worthy of a moment’s attention, we will endeavour to sketch 
a rough outline of the difficulties w'hich one after another must 
have attracted Mr. Robert Stephenson’s attention, as on the 
Anglesey side of the Mcnai Straits he stood in mute contempla- 
tion of the picturesque but powerful adversaries he was required 
to encounter. 

Immediately in his front, and gradually rising tow^ardsThe 
clouds above him, were the lofty snow-capped mountains of 
Snowdon, along the sides of which, or through which, the future 
railroad, sometimes in bright sunshine and sometimes in utter 
darkness, was either to meander or to burrow. 


Beneath him were the deep Menai Straits, in length above 
12 miles, through which, imprisoned between precipitous shores, 
the waters of the Irish Sea and of St. George’s Channel are npt 
only everlastingly vibrating backwards and forwards, but at the 
same time, and from the same cause, are progressively rising or 
falling from 20 to 25 feet with each successive tide, which, vary- 
ing its period of high water every day, forms altogether an 
endless succession of aqueous changes. 

The point of the Straits which it w as desired to cro^s — although 
broader than that about a mile distant, prc-occupied by Mr. 
Telford’s Suspension-bridge — was of course one of the narrowest 
that could be selected ; in consequence of which the ebbing ond 
flowing torrent rushes through it with such violence that, except 
wh^re there is back-water, it is often im{>os8ible for a small boat to 


pull against it; besides which, the gusts of wind which come over 
the tops, down the ravines, and round the sides of the neighbouring 
mountains, are so sudden, and occasionally so violent, that it is as 
dangerous to sail as it is difficult to row; in short, the wmd and 
the water^ sometimes playfully, and sometimes angrily, seein to 
vie with each other — like some of Sbakspeare’s fairies^in 
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exhibiting before the stranger the utmost variety of fantastic 
changes which it is in the power of each to assume. 

But 41 addition to the petty annoyances which air, earth? and 
water could either separately or conjointly create, the main diffi* 
culty which Mr. Stephenson had to encounter was from a new 
but irresistible element in Nature, an ‘orbis voteribus incognitus/ 
termed in modern philosophy The First Lord, or, generically. 
The Admiralty. 

Tlie principal stipulation which iho requirements of War, and 
the interests of Commerce, very reasonably imposed upon Science 
was, that the proposed passage across the Menai Straits should 
be constructed a good hundred feet above high-water level, to 
enable large vessels to sail beneath it ; and as a codicil to this will 
it was moreover required that, in the construction of the said 
passage, neither scaffolding nor centering should be used — as they, 
it was explained, would obstruct the navigation of the Straits. 

Altliough the latter stipulation, namely that of constructing a 
large superstructure without foundation, was generally considered 
by engineers as amounting almost to a prohibition, Mr. Stephen- 
son, after much writhing of mind, extricated himself from the 
difficulty by the design of a most magnificent bridge of two cast- 
iron arches, each of which commencing, or, as it is termed, 
springing, 50 feet above the water, was to be 450 feet broad and 
100 feet high — the necessity for centering being very ingeniously 
dispensed with by connecting together the half arches on each 
side of the centre pief, so as to cause them to counterbalance each 
other like tw'o boys quietly seated on the opposite ends of a plank 
supported only in the middle. This project, however, which on 
very competent authority has been termed ^ one of the most beau- 
tiful structures ever invented,’ the Admiralty rejected, because 
the stipulated height of 100 feet would only be attained under 
the crown of the mreh, instead of extending across the ichole of the 
watercourse. It was also contended that such vast cast-iron arches 
would take the wind out of vessels’ sails, and, as a further objec- 
tion, that they would inevitably be much affected by alternations 
of temperature. 

Although this stern and unanticipated demand, that the pas- 
sage throughout its whole length should be of the specified height, 
appeared to render success almost hopeless, it was evidently 
useless to oppose it. I'he in&n of science had neither the power 
nor the will to contend against men of war, and accordingly Mr. 
Stephenson felt that his best, and indeed only, course was — like 
poor little Oliver Twist when brought before his parish guardians 
— < to BOW TO THE Board and we beg leave to bow to it too, 

■ ^ for," 
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for, gnarled as were its requirements_, and flat as were its refusals, 
it succeeded, at a cost to the Company to which we will subse- 
queiifly refer, in effecting two great objects; — first, the maintenance 
for ever, for the purposes of War and Commerce, of an uninter- 
rupted passage for vessels of all nations sailing through the 
Menai Straits; and secondly, the forcing an eminent engineer to 
seek until he found that which was required; in fact, just as a 
collision between a rough flint and a piece of highly-tempered 
steel elicits from the latter a spark whicli could not otherwise have 
apj)eared, so did the rugged stipulations of the Admiralty elicit 
from Science a most brilliant discovery, which possibly, and 
indeed probably, would never otherwise have come to light. 

But to return to the Anglesey shore of the Menai Straits. 

When Mr. Stephenson, after many weary hours of rumination 
in his London study, beheld vividly portrayed before him the 
physical difficulties with w^hich he had to contend in the breadth 
and rapidity of the stream ; when he estimated not only the 
ordinary violence of a gale of wind, but the paroxysms or squalls 
which in the chasm before him, occasionally, — like the Erie King 
terrifying the ^ poor baby,^ — convulsed even the tempest ih its 
career ; and lastly, when he reflected that, in constructing a 
passage so high above the water, he was to be allowed neither 
centerings, scaffoldings, nor arches, it occurred to him, almost as 
intuitively as a man when his house is on fire at once avails himself 
of the means left him for escape, that the only way in which he 
could effect his object was by constructing in some way or other, 
at the height required, a straight passage, which, on the principle 
of a common beam, would be firm enough to allow railway trains 
to pass and repass without oscillation, danger, or even the shadow 
of risk ; and it of course followed that an aerial road of this de- 
scription should be compo.sed of the strongest and lightest material ; 
that its form should be that best suited for avertflig the wind ; and 
lastly, that no expense should be spared to protect the public 
from the awful catastrophe that would result from the rupture of 
this ^baseless fabric^ during the passage over it of a train. 

It need hardly be stated that, whatever might be the result of 
Mr. Stephenson’s abstract calculations on these points, his prac- 
tical decision was one that necessarily involved the most painful 
responsibility ; which indeed, if possible, was increased by the 
reflection that the Directors of the "Chester and Holyhead Rail- 
way placed such implicit confidence in bis judgment and caution, 
that they were prepared to adopt almost whatever expedient he 
inigbL on mature consideration, recommend. 

In war, the mangled corpse of the projector of an et||efpri$e 
is usually considered a sufficient atonement for his want of 

success ; 
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success; indeed, the leader of the forlorn-hope, who dies in the 
breach, is not only honourably recollected by his survivors, but 
by a glorious resurrection occasionally lives in the History of his 
country : but when a man of science fails in an important under- 
taking involving the capital of his employers and the lives of the 
public, in losing his reputation he loses that which never can be 
revived ! 

Unawed, however, by these reflections, Mr. Stephenson after 
mature calculations — in which his practical experience of iron- 
ship building must have greatly assisted him — confidently^ an- 
nounced, first to liis employers and afterwards to a Committee 
of the House of Commons, by whom he w^as rigidly examined, 
that he had devised the means of accomplishing that which was 
required ; and further, that he was ready to execute his design; 

The great difliculty had been in the conception and gestation 
of his project; and tlius his severest mental labour was over 
before the work was commenced, and while the stream, as it 
hurried through the Menai Straits, as yet saw not on its banks a 
single workman. 

The outline or principle of his invention was, that the re- 
quired passage of passengers and goods across the Conway and 
Menai Straits should be effected through low’, long, hollow, straight 
tubes — one for up-trains, the other for down ones — composed 
of wrought-iron ‘ boiler-plates,’ firmly riveted together. He 
conceived that, in order to turn .aside the force of the wind, these 
tubes ought, like common water-pipes, to be made oval or 
elliptical, and that they should be constructed at their final 
elevation on temporary platforms, upheld by chains which — 
notwithstanding the evident objection, in theory as well as in 
practice, to an admixture of moveable and immoveable parts — 
might of course subsequently be allowed to give to the bridge an 
auxiliary support, although Air. Stephenson’s experience enabled 
him to declare to the Committee of the House of Commons very 
positively that no such extra assistance would be required. 
He proposed that the extremities of the tubes should rest on 
stout abutments of m<as()nry, terminating the large embank- 
ment by which from either side of the country each was to 
be approached; the intermediate portions of the aerial passage 
reposing at the requisite elevation upon three massive and lofty 
towers. Of these one wa^ to 4je constructed at high-water 
mark on each side of the Straits. The third, no less than 
210 feet in height, was to be erected as nearly as possible in 
the fiddle of the stream, on a tiny rock, which, covered with 
10 foot of water at high tide, although at low water it pro- 
traded above the surface, had long been considered as a grievance 
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by boatmen and travellers incompetent to foresee the important 
service it was destined to perform. 

The four lengths of each of the twin tubes^ when supported as 
described, were to be as follows : — 

From Carnarvon embankment, terminating in its abutment, to Feet. 

the tower at high-water mark , . . . ,274 

From the latter tower to Britannia tower, situated upon 

Britannia rock in the middle of the stream . . .472 

From Britannia tower to that at higli-water mark on the 

Anglesey si lore . . . . . . . .472 

Frorf! the Anglesey tower to the abutment temrinaling the 

embankment which approaches it . , . , , 274 

Total length of each tube . , . 1492 

Total length of both tubes . , . 2984 

Notwithstanding the bare proposal of this magnificent con- 
ception was unanswerable evidence of the confidence which the 
projector himself entertained of its principles, yet, in justice to his 
profession, to his employers, to the public, as well as to himself, 
Mr. Stephenson deemed it proper to recommend that, during the 
construction of the towers and other necessary preparations, a 
series of searching experiments should be made by the most 
competent persons that could be selected, in order to ascertain 
the precise shape and thickness of the immense wrought-iron 
aerial galleries that were to be constructed, as also the exact 
amount of weight they w’ould practically bear. In short, the 
object of the proposed experiments was to insure that neither 
more nor less materials should be used than were absolutely re- 
quisite, it being evident that every ]>ound of unnecessary weight 
that could be abstracted would, yro tanto^ add to the strength 
and security of the structure. 

Although it was foreseen, and very candidly foretold, that these 
experiments would be exceedingly expensive, the Directors of the 
Company readily acceded to the requisition, and accordingly, 
without loss of time, the proposed investigation was, at Mr. 
Stephenson’s recommendation, solely confided to Mr. William 
Fairbairn, a shipbuilder and boiler-maker, who was justly sup- 
posed to possess more practical experience of the power and 
strength of iron than any other, person that could have been se- 
lected. Mr. Fairbairn, however, after having conducted several 
very important investigations, deemed it necessary to apply to 
Mr. Stephenson for permission * to call in the aid and assistance 
of Mr. Hodgkinson,’ a powerful mathematician, now professor 
in the University of London, and whom Mr. Stephenson* in bis 

report 
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report to the Directors, datQd Feb. 9, 1846, declared to be ^dis- 
tinguished as the first scientific authority on the strength of iron 
beams.’ To these two competent authorities Mr. Stephenson 
subsequently added one of his own confidential assistants, Mr. 
Edwin Clark, a practical engineer of the highest matheipatical 
attainments, who regularly recorded and reported to Mr. Stephen- 
son the result of every experiment, — to whom the construction 
and lifting of the Britannia gj^lleries were eventually solely in- 
trusted, — and by whom an elaborate description of that work is 
about to be published.* 

7'he practicability of Mr. Stephenson’s hollow-beam project 
having thus, at his own suggestion, been subjected to a just and 
rigid investigation, we shall have the iileasure of briefly detailing 
a few of the most interesting and unexpected results ; previous, 
lioivever, to doing so, we will endeavour to offer to those of our 
readers who may not be conversant with the subject a short 
prjiclical oxjilanation of the simple principle upon which a beam, 
whether of wood or iron, is enabled to support the weight inflicted 
upon it. 

If human beings can but attain what they desire, they seldom 
alloy the gratification they receive by reflecting — even for a mo- 
ment — on the sufferings w hich their fellow -creatures may have 
undergone in procuring for them the luxury in question. Dives 
sometimes extols his coals, his wine, his food, his raiment, his 
house, his carriages, and his horses, and yet how seldom does he 
either allude to or ruminate on the hardships and misery which, 
for his enjoyment, Lave been endured in coal-pits, lead -mines, 
sugar-plantations, cotton-fields, manufactories, smelting-houses, 
in horticultural and agricultural labour, by the sons and daughters 
of Lazarus! — and if this heartless a})alhy characterises human 
beings with reference to each other, it may naturally enough be 
expected that, provided inanimate objects answer our purpose, W'o 
think not of thejn at all. For instance, if a beam without bend- 
ing or cracking bears — as it usually does — the weight which the 
builder has imposed upoa it, who cares how it suffers or where 
it suffers? 

For want, therefore, of a few moments’ reflection on this 

* * With the sanction and under the imoiedinte supervision of Robert Stephenson, 
Civil Kiigineer. A Description of the Britannia and Conway Tubular Bridges; 
including an Historical Account of the Design and Erection, and Details of the Preli- 
minary Experiments, with the Theories deduced from them. Also, General Inquiries 
ou Beams, and on the Application of Riveted Wrought-lron Plates to Purposes of 
Construction; with Practical Rules and Deductions, illustrated by Experimente. 
By Edwin Clark, Assistant Engineer. With Diagrams and a foU(» volume of Plates 
and Drawings, illustrative of the PiDgress of the Works. I^ndon ; Published for the 
Author, by John Weale, 59, High Holborn, 1849.* 

subject. 
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subject, most people, in looking up at a common 
consider that the corresponding u])pcr and lower parts thereof 
must at all events, pari passu, suller ecjually ; whereas these 
upper and lower strata suffer from causes as diametrically oppo- 
site to each other as the climates of the pole and of the equator of 
the earth ; that is to say, the top of the beam throughout its 
whole length suffers from severe Ci)mpression, the bottom from 
severe extension, and thus, while the particles of the one are 
violently jammed together, the particles of the other are on the 
point of separation ; in short, the difference between the two is pre- 
cisely that which exists between the opposite punishments of 
vertically crushing a man to death under a heavy weight, and of 
horizontally tearing him to pieces by horses ! 

Now this theory, confused as it may appear in words, can at 
once be simply and most beautifully illustrated by a common 
small straight stick freshly cut from a living shrub. 

In its natural form, the bark or rind around the stick is equally 
smooth or quiescent throughout ; whereas, if the little boiigli 
firmly held in each hand be bent downwards, so as to form a bow, 
or, in other w’ords, to rej}resent a beam under heavy pressure, tw’o 
opposite results will instantly appear ; namely, the rind in the 
centre of the upper half of the slick will, like a smile puckering 
an old man's face, be crumpled up; while on the opposite side 
immediately beneath, it will, like the unwrinklcd cheeks of 
Boreas, be severely distended — thus denoting or rather demon- 
strating w’hat w^e have stated, namely, that beneath the rind the 
wood of the upper part of the stick is severely compressed, while 
that underneath it is as violently stretched ; indeed if the little 
experiment be continued by bending the bow till it breaks, the 
splinters of the upper fracture will be seen to interlace or cross 
each other, while those beneath will be divorced by a chasm. 

But it is evident on reflection that these opposite results of 
compression and extension must, as they approach each other, 
respectively diminish in degree, until in the middle of the beam, 
termed by mathematicians ‘ its neutral axis,’ the two antagonist 
forces, like the anger of the Kilkenny cats, or, rather, like still- 
water between tide and back-stream, become neutralised, and, the 
laminsB of the beam consequently offering no resistance either to 
the one power or to the other, they are literally useless. 

As therefore it appears that the main strength of a beam con- 
sists in its power to resist compression and extension, and that 
the middle is comparatively useless, it follows that in order to 
obtain the greatest possible amount of strength, the given quantity 
of materia] to be used should be accumulated at the top and 
bottom where the strain is the greatest— or in plain terms the 

middle 
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middle of iLe beam, whether of wood or iron, should be bored 
out. All iron girders, all beams in houses, in fact all things 
in domestic or naval architecture that bear weight, are subject 
to the same law. 

l^he reader has now before him the simple philosophical prin- 
ciple upon which Mr. Stephenson, when h(* found that he was to 
be allowed neither scaffolding, centering, nor arches, determined 
to undertake to convey at undiminished speed the Chester and 
Holyhead Railway’s passenger and goods traffic across the Con- 
way and Mcnai Straits through hollow tubes instead of attempting 
to do so upon solid beams; and as a striking and perhaps a 
startling exemplificalion of the truth of his theory, it may be 
stated that although his jdate-iron galleries, suspended by the 
tension as well as supported by the compression of their materials, 
have on mature calculations been constructed to bear nearly nine 
times the amount of the longest railway train that could possibly 
pass through them (namely, one of their own length), yet if, 
instead of being hollow, they had been a solid iron beam of the 
same dimensions, they would not only have been unable to sustain 
the load required, but would actually have been bent by — or, 
metaphorically, would have fainted under — their own weight ! 

Experiments . — One of the most interesting and importrflht re- 
sults of the preliminary investigations so ably conducted by Mr. 
Fairbairn and his friend and associate Mr. Ilodgkinson, was the 
.astonishing difference found to exist between the power of 
cast and that of wrought iron to resist compression and exten- 
sion. From the experience which engineers and builders had 
obtainc'd in imj)osing weights upon cast-iron girders of all shapes 
and sizes, it had long been considered almost a mechanical axiom 
that iron possessed greater powder to resist compression than ex- 
tension ; whereas Mr. Fairbairn’s experiments,. to his surprise as 
well .as to that of all who witnessed them, most clearly demon- 
strated that, after bearing a certain amount of w eight, the resisting 
properties of cast and of w roiight iron are diametrically opposite ; 
in short, the results in figures proved to be nearly as follows: — 
Cast-iron can resist per square inch — 

Compression of from 35 to 49 tons. 

Exteasion of 3 7 

Wrought-iron can resist per square inch — 

Compression of from 12 to 13 tons. 

Extension of 16 to 18, 

The unexpected results thus obtained were of ^incalculable 
practical value; for, if the preliminary experiments proposed by 
Mr. Stephenson had not been made, he, ‘Mr. Faiid)airn,*Mr, 
Hodgkinson^ Mr« Clark, and indeed all the eminent engineers 

and 
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and mathematicians of the present day, would — on the correct 
principle of everywhere adjusting the thickness of iron to the 
force it has to resist — have erroneously concurred in recommend- 
ng that the proposed torought-\nm tubes for crossing the Conway 
and Menai Straits should be constructed stronger at bottom than 
at top, instead of, as*it appears they ought to be, stronger at top 
than at bottom — in consequence of which error the aerial gallery 
would have been improperly weakened in one part by an amount 
of iron which would have unscientifically overloaded it at another, 
and thus, like FalstalFs ^ increasing belly and decreasing legs,’ 
the huge mass, with diminished strength, would have laboured 
under unnecessary weight. 

By continuing with great patience and ability the experiments 
above referred to, it was finally ascertained that the relative 
strength of wrought iron in the top and bottom of the tubes should 
be in the proportion of about 5 to 4 ; and whereas, had they been 
constructed of cast iron, these proportions would have been re- 
versed in the higher proportion of nearly 5 to 1, it may reason- 
ably be asked why, if the latter material bears compression so 
much better than the former, it was not selected for the lop of 
the tube? In theory this adjustment of the two metals to the 
force* which each was peculiarly competent to resist, would have 
been perfectly correct. It, however, could not practically be 
effected, from the difficulty of casting as well as of connecting 
together plates 10 and 12 feet in length of the very slight thick- 
nesses required. Mr. Stephenson, therefore, adhered to his de- 
termination to make the whole of his aerial galleries of wrought 
iron ; and we may here observe tliat, to ensure the public from 
accident, he further resolved that the amount of the force of ex- 
tension upon them should be limited to only one-third of their 
power of rcsistanec, that of compression to one-half — the reason of 
the difference being that, inasmuch as any little flaw in the iron 
would infinitely more impair its power to resist extension tlian 
compression, it was evidently safer to approximate the limits of 
the latter than of the former. 

As the exact strength of a hollow wrought-iron tube such as 
was proposed was unknown to engineers, it was deemed necessary 
by Mr. Stephenson that its Jbrm as well as the disposition of 4ts 
materials should be correctly ascertained. This portion of the 
investigation Mr. Fairbairn and bis colleagues with great care and 
ability conducted by subjecting tubes of different shapes to a 
series of expeHments, the results of which were briefly as 
follows : — ^ 

fe Cylindrical tubes, on being subjected to nine very severe trials, 
’‘failed successively by collapsing at the top — or, in other "Words, 

by 
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by evincinar inability to resist compression : — the tube, losing its 
shape^ gradually became elongated or lantern-jawed, while the 
two extremities were observed to flatten or bulge out sideways — 
besides which the ends, which for precaution sake rested on con- 
centric wooden beds, invariably bent inwanls. 

2. Elliptical tubes^ with thick plates riveted to the top and bot- 
tom, had been particularly recommended for experiment by Mr. 
Stephenson. These tubes under heavy pressure displayed greater 
stiffness and strength than round or cylindrical ones ; but, after 
being subjected to a variety of torturing experiments of a most 
ingenious description, they all evinced comparative weakness in 
the top to resist compression. They likewise exhibited consider- 
able distortions of form. 

3. A family weakness in the bead having been thus detected in 
all models circular at bottom and top, rectangular tubes were in 
their turn next subjected to trial. As they at once appeared to 
indicate greater strength than either of the other two forms had 
done, a very elaborate and interesting investigation was pursued 
by Mr. Fairbairn, who, by the light of his experiments, soon 
satisfied himself of the superiority of this form over the other two ; 
and as every successive test confirmed the fact, he continued his 
search with an energy that has only since been equalled by the 
American judge who, it is said, on arriving at California, deserted 
the bench for ‘ the diggings.’ 

The following is an abstract of the important result of about 
forty experiments made by Messrs. Fairbairn, Hodgkinson, and 
Clark, on the comparative strength of circular, elliptical, and 
rectangular tubes: — Circular, 13; Elliptical, 15; Rectangular, 
21 . < 

As soon as the rectangular was by the investigation recom- 
mended by Mr. Stephenson clearly ascertained to be the best 
form of hollow tube that could be selected, the next important " 
problem to be determined by experiment was what amount of 
strength should be given to it, or, in other words, what should be 
the thickness of its top and bottom, in which, as we have $bown, 
consisted its main power. 

The investigations on this subject soon demonstrated that if, 
Ihstead of obtaining this thickness by riveting together two or 
three layers of plates, they were, on the principle of the beam 
itself, placed in horizontal strata a foot or two asunder — the in- 
cluded hollow space being subdivided by small vertical plates into 
rectangular passages or flues extending along^^e whole top as 
well as bottom of the tube — at)^ immense addition of strength, 
with very nearly the same weight of material, would be obtained. 

This adaptation proving highly advantageous^ it was deemed 
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410 Britannia and Conway Tubular Bridges. 

advisable by Mr. Stephenson that further experiments should be 
made by Mr. Fairbairn and his colleagues to determine hnally 
the precise form and proportions of the great tubes. For this 
object an entirely new model tube^ one-sixth of the dimensions of 
the intended Britannia Bridge, was very carefully constructed ; and 
the cellular tops and bottoms thereof, as well as the sides, were 
subjected to a series of experiments until the exact equilibrium 
of resistance to compression and extension, as also the variations 
in the thicknesses of the j>lates in the several parts of the tube 
as they approached or receded from different points of support, 
were most accurately ascertained. 

In these as well as in all the previous experiments the trial 
tubes were loaded till they gave way — the results being accurately 
recorded and transmitted by Mr. Clark to Mr. Stephenson, who 
in return confidentially assisted Mr.‘ C. with his opinion and 
advice. From the fibrous nature of wrought iron, as compared 
with the crystalline composition of the cast metal, the tendency 
to rupture in most of these experiments was slow and pro- 
gressive. Destruction was never instantaneous, as in cast iron, 
but it advanced gradually ; the material, for some time before 
absolute rupture took place, emitting an unmistakeablc warning 
noise; just as a camel, while kneeling on the burning sandy 
desert, and while writhing his head from one side to the other, 
snarls, grunts, grumbles and groans louder and louder, as his 
swarthy turbanheaded owners keep relentlessly adding package 
after 'package to his load. 

Although it can mathematically be shown that the two sides of 
a thin hollow tube are of but little use except to keep the tops 
and bottoms at their duty — the power of resistance of the latter 
being, however, enormously increased by the distance that sepa- 
rates them — it was nevertheless necessary to ascertain the precise 
amount pf lateral strength necessary to prevent the aerial gallery 
writhing from storms of wind. The riveting process was like- 
wise subjected to severe trial, as also the best form and appli-^ 
cation of the slender ribs termed ^ angle- irons,* by which not 
only the plates were to be firmly connected, but the tube itself 
materially strengthened — in fact, the angle-irons were to be its 
bones, the thin plate-iron covering being merely its skin. 

Mr. Stephenson bad two main objects in instituting the inves<» 
ligations we have detailed. First, to determine by actual experi- 
ment what amount of strength could be given to his proposed 
galleries; end, secondly, of that maximum haw mwdi it would be 
proper for him to exert. And as his decisions on these subjects 
will #robably be interesting to our readers, most espepiallv to 
that portion of them whose forliines or late may doom them 

occasionally 
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occasionally to fly through his baseless fabric, we will endeavour 
very briefly to explain the calculations on which they appear to 
have been based. 

As a common railway train weighs upon an average less than 
a ton per foot, — as the greatest distances between the towers of 
the Britannia Bridge amount each to 460 feet, — and as it is a 
well-known mathematical axiom among builders and engineers 
that any description of weight spread equally along a beam pro- 
duces the same strain upon it as would bo caused by half the 
said weight imposed on the centre — it follows that the maximum 
weight which a monster train of 460 feet (an ordinary train 
averages about half that length) could at one time inflict on any 
portion of the unsupported tube would amount to 460 tons over 
the whole surface, or to 230 tons at the centre. 

Now, to ensure security to the public, Mr. Stephenson, after 
much deliberation, determined that the size and adjustment of the 
iron to be used should, according to the experiments made and 
recorded, be such as to enable the aforesaid unsupported portions 
of the tube (each 460 feet in length) to bear no less than 4000 
tons over its whole surface, or 2000 tons in the centre, being nine 
times greater than the amount of strength necessarily required ; 
and as the results — unexpected as well as expected — of the search- 
ing investigation which had been instituted, incontestably proved 
that this Herculean strength could be imparted to the galleries 
without the aid of the chains, which, even as an auxiliary, had 
been declared unnecessary — and as Mr. E. Clark had very cleverly 
ascertained that it would be cheaper to construct the tubes on the 
ground than on the aerial platform ns first proposed — Mr. Stephen- 
son determined, on mature reflection, to take upon himself the 
responsibility of reporting to the Directors of the Chester and 
Holyhead Hailway that this extra catenary support, which w'ould 
have cost the Company 150.000/., was wholly unnecessary. In- 
deed, such w^as the superabundance of power at his command, 
that, without adding to the weight of the rectangular galleries, he 
could materially have strengthened them by using at their top and 
bottom circular flues instead of square ones, which, merely for the 
convenience of cleaning, &c., were adopted, although the former 
were found on experiment to bear about 18 tons to the square 
inch before they became crushed, whereas the latter could only 
support from 12 to 14 tons. , 

But the security which Mr. Stephenson deemed it necessary to 
ensure for the public may further be illustrated by the following 
very extraordinary fact: — It has been mathematically 
strated by Messrs. Hodgkinson and Clark, as well as pracmally 
proved by Mr. Fairbairn—indecd it will be evident to any one 

2 K 2 who 
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who will go through the necessary calculations on the subject — 
that the strain which would be inflicted on the iron- work of 
the longest of Mr. Stephenson’s aerial galleries by a monster 
train sufficient to cover it from end to end, would amount to 
six tons per square inch : — which is exactly equal to the constant 
stress upon the chains of Telford’s magnificent suspension 
Monai Bridge when, basking in sunshine or veiled in utter dark- 
ness, it has nothing to support but its own apparently slender 
weight ! 

Lateral strength . — The aerial galleries having, as above de- 
scribed, been planned strong enough for the safe conveyance of 
goods and passengers at railway speed, it became necessary to 
calculate what lateral strength they would require to enable them 
to withstand the storms, tempests, squalls, and sudden gusts 
of wind to which from their lofty position they must inevitably 
be exposed. 

The utmost pressure of the hurricane, as estimated by Sineaton, 
— but which is practically considered to be much exjiggerated — 
amounts to about 4G lbs. to the square foot; and this, on one of 
the large tubes (460 feet long by an average of rather less than 
30 feet high) would give a lateral pressure of 277 tons over the 
whole surface, or of 133 tons on the centre. 

To determine the competency of the model tube to resist pro- 
portionate pressure to this amount, it was turned over on its side ; 
and, having by repeated experiments been loaded and overloaded 
until it was crushed, the result fully demonstrated to Mr. Stephen- 
son’s satisfaction its power to resist, according to his desire, a 
lateral pressure more than five times greater than that which it 
is in the power of the hurricane to inflict. 

The experimental information required by Mr. Stephenson 
having, by the zeal and ability of Mr. Fairbairn, Mr. Ilodgkinson, 
and Mr. Clark, been finally obtained, the next p)ints for con- 
sideration came to be, where these gigantic twirl-tubular galleries 
should be constructed, and, when constructed, by what power, 
earthly or unearthly — it will appear that the latter was found 
necessary — they should be raised to the lofty position they were 
decreed to occupy. 

After much reflection on Mr. Clark’s valuable suggestion^ 
on these subjects, Mr, Stephenson determined — 1st. That the 
four shortest galleries, each 230 fe^ in length, (to be suspended 
at the height in some places of 100 feet between the two land 
towers and the abutments of the approaching embankments,) 
should, as he had originally proposed^ be at once permanently 
co^smeted on scaffoldings in the positions in which they were 
respectively to remain; 2ndly. That the four longest galleries 

(each 
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(each 472 feet in length)^ which were eventually to overhang the 
straits^ should be completely constructed at high-water mark on 
the Carnarvon shore, upon wooden platforms ‘feibout 400 feet west- 
ward of the towers on which they were eventually to be placed ; 
3rdly. That to the bases of these towers they should, when finished, 
be floated on pontoons, from which they were to be deposited 
on abutments in the masonry purposely made to receive them ; 
and, 4thly. That the tubes should be raised to and finally depo- 
sited in their exalted stations by the slow but irresistible power of 
hydraulic presses of extraordinary force and size. 

II. Construction of the Tubes and Towers. — The 
locality selected for the foimation of the tubes having been 
cleared, a substantial platform, composed of balks of timber co- 
vered with planks, was very quickly laid down. 

In the rear of this immense wooden stage, which extended 
along the shore no less than half a mile, covering about three 
acres and a half, there were erected three large w'orkshops, con- 
taining forges and machinery of various descriptions, for belabour- 
ing, punching, and cutting plate-iron. There were likewise con- 
structed five wharves with cranes for landing materials, as also 
six steam-engines for constant work? The number of men to be 
employed was — 

On iron- work about . . . . • 700 

i At stone-work for the to^vers . . . 800 

Total •••••• 1,500 

Temporary shanties or wooden cottages, whitewashed on the 
outside, like mushrooms suddenly appeared in the green fields and 
woods immediately adjoining; besides which, accommodation was 
provided for a schoolroom, schoolmaster, clergyman, and in case 
of accidents a medical man, the whole being agreeably mixed up 
with a proportion of wives, sweethearts, and children, sufficient for 
cooking, washing, sewing, squalling, &c. Nevertheless, not- 
withstanding these alluring domestic arrangements, many sturdy 
independent workmen preferred sleeping in villages four and 
five miles ofiF, to and from which they walked every morning and 
evening, in addition to their daily work ; the remainder gipsying 
in the encampment in various ways, of which the following is a 
sainple : — 

An Irish labourer, known only by the name of ^ Jemmy,* 
bought for himself a small clinker-built room. As Modgings,* how- 
ever, soon rose in price, and as be bad not time to keep a pig, he 
resolved to be satisfied henceforwards with half his tiny den, and 
accordingly let the remainder to a much stronger fellow-caiintry-* 
man, who, being still less particular, instantly let h;df of his Bldf 

to 
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to a very broad-shouldered relation, until, like other Irish land- 
lords we could name, poor * Jemmy’ found it not only very difficult 
to collect, but dangerous even modestly to ask for, ' his rinl ’ ! 
and thus in a short time, in consequence of similar ‘ pressure 
from without,’ almost every chamber was made to contain four 
beds, in each of which slept two labourers. 

As soon as the preliminary wharves, platforms, shanties, and 
workshops were completed, there instantly commenced a busy 
scene strangely contrasted with the silence, tranquillity, and 
peaceful solitude that had previously characterised the spot. 
While large gangs of masons were excavating the rocky founda- 
tions of the land towers, sometimes working in dense groups, 
and sometimes, in ^double quick tiftic/ radiating from each 
other, or rather from a small piece of lighted slow-match, spark- 
ling in the jumper-hole of the rock they had been surrounding; 
w'hile carts, horses, and labourers in great numbers were as 
busily employed in aggregating the great embankments by 
which these towers were to be approached ; while shiploads 
of iron from Liverpool — of Anglesey marble from Peninon — of 
red sandstone from Kuncorn in Cheshire — at rates dependent 
upon winds and tides, were from botli entrances to the straits 
approaching or endeavouring to approach the new wharves; 
while almost a forest of scaffold balks of the largest and longest 
description — like Rirnam wood coining to Dunsinane — wero^ 
silently gliding towards the spot ; while waggons, carts, post- 
chaises, gigs, horses, ponies, and pedestrians, some of the latter 
Carrying carpet-bags and some bundles, &c., were to be seen on 
both sides of the straits eagerly converging across the country to 
the new settlement or diverging from it : — the unremitting 
dank of hammers — the moaning hum of busy macliinery — the 
sudden explosion of gunpowder — the white vapour from the 
steam-engines — and the dark smoke slowly meandering upwards 
from their chimneys, gave altogether interest, animation, and 
colouring to the picture. 

As our readers will, however, probably be anxious to know lion^ 
the great tubes which have been delineated are practically con- 
structed, we will shortly describe the operation, which, we are 
happy to say, is contained in a vocabulary of only three words, 
these aerial galleries being solely composed of — Plates^ — Ri^retk 
— and Angle-Irons. 

Plates. — The wrought^iron plates which form the top, bottom, 
and sides of the Britannia * land tubes,’ 230 feet in length, are, 
of course, slighter than those required for the four, each 4W feet, 
which dircrfaahg the stream. 

For these long thbes^wfaicli of the same height and 

breadth 
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breadth as the shorter ones — the dimensions of the plates are as 
follows : — 

For the bottom 

For the top . 

For the sides 

Although these plates* Have been severally forged with every 
possible attention, yet, to render them perfect in thickness, they 
are not allowed by Mr. Stephenson to be used for the tubes 
until each has been passed by the Company’s superintendent 
between two uncompromising massive iron rollers, worked by 
steam, which, by revolving, quietly remove or rather squeeze 
down that variety of pimples, boils, lumps, bumps, and humps 
whicli from unequal contraction in the process of cooling occa- 
sionally disfigure the surface of plate-iron, and which in the 
workman's dictionary bear tlie generic name of 'buckles.^ When 
the plates, the largest of which weigh about 7 cwt., have been 
thus accurately flattened, they are, one after another, according 
to their dimensions, carried hy two or more men towards one of 
several immense cast-iron levers which, under the influence of 
steam, but apparently of their own accord, are to be seen from 
morning till night, whether surrounded by workmen or not, 
very slowly and very indolently ascending and descending once 
in every three seconds. 

Beneath the short end of this po\verful lever there is affixed to 
the bottom of a huge mass of solid iron a steel bolt — about the 
length, thickness, and latent power of Lord John Russell's 
thumb — which, endowed with the enormous pressure of from 60||| 
bO tons, sinks, at every pulsation of the engine, into a hole rather 
larger than itself, perforated in a small anvil beneath* 

As soon as the labourers of the Department bearing each 
plate arrive at this powerful machine, the engineer in charge of 
it, assisted by the carrying-men, dexterously places the edge of 
the iron upon the anvil in such a position that the little punch 
In its descent shall consecutively impinge upon one of a series of 
chalk dots, which, at four inches from each other and 1^ inch 
from the edge, have been previously marked around the four 
sides of the plate ; and thus four rows of rivet-holCs averaging an 
inch in diameter are, by the irresistible power we have described, 
pietced through plate-iron fn)m one-half to three- fourths of an 
inch in thickness, quite as easily as a young cook playfully pokes 
her finger through the dough she is kneading^ or as the child 
Homer pCrfoMled crust of his Christmas pie> when 

<He 


12 feet in length, 2 feet 4 inches to 2 feet 8 inches 
in breadth, to i inch in thickness. 

6 feet ill length, 1 foot 9 inches to 2 feet 1 J inch in 
breadth, ^ to^ inch in thickness. 

6 feet to G feet 6 indies in length, 2 feet in breadth, 
i to 4 incli in thickness. 
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^ He put in his thumb ' 

And pulled out a plum, 

And said — What a good boy am I ! ' 

Some of the steam arms or levers just described are gifted 
with what may be termed * double- thumbs/ and accordingly 
these perforate two holes at a time, or forty per minute — the 
round pieces of iron cut out falling, at each pulsation of the 
engine, upon the ground, through the matrix or perforation in 
the anvil. 

When the plates, averaging from six to twelve feet in length 
by above two feet in breadth, have been thus punched all round, 
and before they are brought to the tube, they are framed together 
on the ground in compartments of about twenty plates each (five 
in length and four in breadth), in ord^r to be connected to each 
other by what are termed covering-plates and angle-irons. 

In order to prepare the former (which are half an inch in 
thickness, one foot in breadth, and about two feet long) they are 
heated in a small furnace, when, instead of passing between 
rollers, they are put under a stamping, or as it is technically 
termed a joggling block, which by repeated blovvs renders their 
surface perfectly flat ; after which a series of holes corresponding 
in size as well as in distance from each other with those in the 
‘ plates ’ are punched all along the outer edge of each of their four 
sides. When thus prepared, two of these small covering plates — 
one on each side — are made to cover and overlap the horizontal 
line of windage existing between the edges of the plates, which, 
as we have slated, have been previously arranged so as to touch 
each other; and bolts being driven through the corresponding 
holes of the three plates (the large plates lying between the two 
||vering ones), they are firmly riveted together by the process 
we shall now describe. 

Rivets , — In the construction of the Britannia tubes there have 
been required no less than two millions of bolts^ averaging (ths 
of an inch in diameter and 4 inches in length. The quantity of 
rod-iron consumed for this purpose has therefore amounted in 
length to 126 miles, and in weight to about 900 tons ! 

The mode in which these legions of rivets have been constructed 
is briefly as follows: — 

At the western end of the Company’s principal forging esta- 
blishment there stands a furnace or trough, full of pieces of rod- 
iron from to 4| inches in length, packed together as closely as 
soldiers in a solid square of infantry. As soon as, by the fiery 
breath of bellows worked by steam, they have been made uniformly 
red-hot, a little boy, whom they are all obliged to obey, rapidly 
and without partiality, favour, or affection, picks them out one after 

another 
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another through the furnace-door with a pair of pincers^ from 
which he quietly drops them perpendicularly into eight moulds^ 
each of which being about f of an inch shallower than the length 
of the piece of iron it respectively receives, they of course all 
equally protrude about that distance above the surface. 

In this position they are handed over to a pale sturdy engine- 
man, or executioner, who with about as much mercy as Procrustes 
used to evince towards those who slept on his bed, immediately 
places them upon an anvil, towards which there very slowly de- 
scends a huge superincumbent mass of iron pressed downwards 
by an immense long cast-iron lever worked by steam. 

By this despotic power, the red protruding portion of each little 
rod is by a single crunch inexorably flattened, or ' fraternised 
and thus suddenly converted — nolens volens — into a bolt, it is no 
sooner thrown upon the ground, than the mould from which it 
was ejected is again, by the child in waiting, filled with another 
raw mid-hot recruit, who by a process exactly the reverse of de- 
capitation is shortened, not by the loss but by the acquisition of a 
head ! 

However, after all, just as Hhe Marquis of is not the 

Duke of ,’ so is a bolt not a rivet, nor does it become one, 

until, like a bar-shot, it is made double-headed, an important pro- 
cess which has now to be described. 

As soon as each ' set * of the half-mch iron plates which form the 
sides, top, and bottom of the Britannia tubes, have by a travelling 
crane been lifted — technically termed ‘picked up* — into their 
])laces, and have been made to touch each other as closely as 
possible, a moveable stage on wheels is drawn close to the outside 
of the tube, for the purpose of firmly connecting every set of plates 
to that which on each side adjoins it. This work is performed 
what is termed ‘ a set of riveters,’ composed of two ‘ Riveters,’ one 
* Holder-up,’ and two Rivet-boys. 

As soon as the two first have ascended the scaffolding on the 
outside of the tube, and when the Holder-up, sitting on a board 
suspended by ropes from the roof, has exactly opposite to them 
taken up his position on the inside, one of the boys quickly ab- 
stracts from a travelling furnace, conveniently placed for the pur- 
pose, a red-hot bolt, which by a circular swing of his pincers he 
hurls inside the tube towards the other boy, bis comrade or play- 
fellow, who, as actively as possible, with a similar instrument 
snapping it up, not only runs with it towards the Holder-up, but 
as long as be can reach the rivet-holes inserts it for him therein. 
As soon as this is effected, the Holder-up presses against it an 
enormous iron hammer, which forces it outwards until it is stopped 
by its own bead* The red protruding bolt is now merdlemly 

assailed 
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assailed by the two Riveters, whose sledge-hammers meeting with 
a sturdy reaction from that of the Holder-up, which by a vast 
leverage or length of handle elastically returns blow for blow, 
the bolt, in about thirty seconds, becomes double-headed, when 
one of the Riveters, dropping his hammer, snatches up a steel 
mould about 9 inches long, called a swage, which he continues 
to bold upon the newly-formed head until his comrade, by repeated 
blows of his hammer, has stooged it into a workmanlike form. 

The bolt is thus finally converted into a rivet, which, by con- 
tracting as it cools, binds together the plates even more firmly 
than they had already been almost cemented by the irresistible 
coercion of three sledge-hammers ; indeed they are so powerfully 
drawn together, that it has been estimated it would require a 
force of from four to six tons to each rivet to cause the plates to 
slide over each other. 

The bolts for the upper holes of the interior, which, being 
about 30 feet high, are of course completely out of the Rivet- 
boy’s reach, are dropped by him into a concentric iron ring, which, 
by a wire and cord passing over a pulley attached to one of the 
uppermost plates, is rapidly raised, until the Holder-up is enabled 
by pincers to grasp the fiery iron, which, on being inserted into 
its hole, be then instantly, as before, presses with his hammer. 

By the operations above described, * a set of riveters ’ usually 
drive per day about 230 rivets, of which in each plate there are 
about 18 per yard, in two rows, averaging only 2^ inches of clear 
space between each bolt-head. On the large tubes alone there 
have been employed at once as many as 40 sets of riveters, be- 
sides 26 ' platers,’ or men to adjust the plates, each having from 
three to four men to assist him ; and when this well-regulated 
system is in full operation it forms altogether not only an extraor- 
dinary but an astounding scene. 

Along the outside of the tube, suspended at different heights, 
are to be seen in various attitudes 80 Riveters — some evidently 
watching for the protruding red bolt, others either hof4leontal]y 
swinging their sledge-hammers, or bolding the rivet-swage. 

In the inside of this iron gallery, which is in comparative dark- 
ness, the round rivet-boles in the sides as well as in the roofs, not 
only appear like innumerable stars shining in the firmament of 
heaven, but the light beaming through each forms another as 
bright a spot,<aither on the ground or on the internal surface of 
the tube. Aihidst these constellations are to be faintly traced, 
like the figures on a celestial g^oh^ the outlines of the Holders- 
Up, sitting at different altitudes ol^faeir respective stages. Be- 
neath them 40 or 50 Rivet-boys are dimly seen, some horizontally 
hurling red-hot bolts, Oihen with extended pincers running for* 

wards 
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wards with them, while fiery bolts, apparently of their own accord, 
are to be observed vertically ascending to their doom. This 
cycloj)ean dance, which is of course most appropriately set to 
music by the deafening reverberations of 70 or 80 sledge-- 
hammers, is not altogether without danger, for not only does a 
‘ holder-\^v ’ from a wrong movement occasionally — like a poli- 
tical Phaeton — all of a sudden tumble down, but the rivet-boys, 
generally unintentionfilly, but occasionally, it is said, from pure 
mischief, burn each other more or less severely, in which cases a 
couple of these little sucking Vulcans, utterly unable, from inces- 
sant noise, to quarrel by words, fall to blows, and have even been 
observed to fight a sort of infernal duel with pincers, each trying 
to burn his opponent anvwhore and everywhere with his red-hot 
bolt! 

But by far the most curious part of the riveting process is to 
be seen on the flat roof or top of the tube. This immense deck, 
wliich*we have already stated to be 472 feet in length, is composed 
of a pavement of plates to be connected together by 18 longitudinal 
rows of rivets, the heads of wliich arc to be only 2J inches apart. 
Beneath this surface, at a depth of only 1 foot 9 inches, there is, 
to give additional strength, a similar stratum of plates, the space 
included between both being divided into eight compartments 
called flues, 21 inches deep by 20 inches broad, exactly resem- 
bling those of a common stove. After the horizontal bottoms 
and upright sides of these eight flues have been firmly connected 
together by the battering process we have just described, the 
upper stratum of plates are loosely laid down, and, being thus by 
the superincumbent weight of the iron covering securely adjusted, 
their final connexion is-^eflected as follows : — 

A tiny rivet- boy — we observed one little mite only ten years 
of age — in clothes professionally worn into holes at the knees 
and elbows — crawling heels foremost for a considerable dis- 
tance into one of these flues as easily as a yellow ferret trots 
into a hrabbit-hole, is slowly followed by his huge lord and 
master the hohler-up, who exactly fits the flue, for the plain 
and excellent reason, that by Mr. Stephenson the flue was 
purposely predestined to be exactly big enough to fit himi 
and as, buried alive in this receptacle, he can move but very slowly| 
he requires some time, advancing head foremost, to reach the }>oinl 
at wmch he is to commence his work. On arriving |bete, his first 
process, lying on his left side, iapwilh his right hand to pass throu A 
one of the rivet-holes in the^Jate above him a little strong horn, 
to which is attached a short htibpcn loop, or noose, which, sup- 
pdriing thO heavy ehd of his huge hammer, forms a fulcrum upon 
which he can easily rake it against the roof, simply by ihrowik^ 

hia 
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Ills right thigh and leg over the extremity of the long lever or handle 
of the instrument. 

When similar preparations, by the injection of other little Rivet- 
boys and other stout Holders-up into several of the other flues, 
have been made, the signal for commencing operations is given by 
several red-hot bolts falling, apparently from the clouds, among 
the Riveters, who, leaning on their sledge-ham meVs, have been 
indolently awaiting their arrival. These bolts have been heated 
on the outside of the tube on the ground immediately beneath, 
in a portable furnace, from which a gang of lithesome rivet-boys 
in attendance extract them as fast as they are required, and then 
walking away with them, without looking upwards, or apparently 
caring the hundred-thousandth part of the shaving of a farthing 
where they may fall, or whom they may burn, they very dexter- 
ously, by a sudden swing of their pincers, throw them almost 
perpendicularly about 45 feet, or about 10 feet higher than the 
top of the tube, upon which, as we have stated, they fall among 
the assembled riveters as if they had been dropped from the moon. 

As soon as these red-hot meteors descend upon the flat roof, 
another set of rivet-boys eagerly snap them up, and each running 
with his bolt, not to the spot where it is required, but to one of 
certain holes in the plate made on purpose for its insertion, he deli- 
vers it into the pincers of the little sweep, rivet-boy, or Asca- 
nius, within the flue, who, having been patiently waiting there to 
receive it, crawls along with it towards his Pius Aeneas, the stout 
recumbent holder-uj>. As soon as he reaches him he inserts for 
him the small end of the bolt into the hole for which it has been 
prepared, and through which, in obedience to its fate, it is no 
sooner seen to protrude, than thesledge-hflimmersof the expectant 
riveters, severely jerking at every blow the heavy leg of the poor 
holder-up, belabour it and * swage* ix into a rivet. 

The red-hot iron — unlike the riveters — cools during the opera- 
tion we have just described ; and even if a by-stander, from being 
stone-blind, could not see the change in its temperature, it could 
easily be recognised by the difference in the sound of the hammers 
between striking the bolt while it is soft and hot, and when it has 
gradually become cool and hanl. But whatever may be the variety 
of colours or of noises which accompany the formation of every 
one of these roof-rivets, it is impossible to witness the operation 
we have just described without acknowledging, with a deep sigh, 
how true is proverb that ' one half of the world,* especially the 
rich half, 'does not know bow the other half lives;* indeed, unless 
we had witnessed the operation, could scarcely have believed 
that anpr set of human beings, or rather of fellow-creatures, could 
professionally work from morning till night, stuffed horizontally 



421 


Britannia and Conway Tubular Bridges. 

into a flue of such small dimensions, — that they could endure the 
confinement which only allows them, by changing from one side 
to another, to throw sometimes the right leg and sometimes the 
left over the elastic handle of a hammer, — and above all that they 
could bear the deafening noises created close to, and immediately 
thundering into their very ears ! 

In attentively watching the operations just described, we 
observed that at the sides^ of the tube it required generally 
eighteen blows of the hammer to flatten the end of the bolt, and 
then twelve blows on the ^ swage ’ to finish the head of the rivet ; 
whereas, on the roof, the former operation was usually efiected 
by only twelve blows, and the latter by eight or nine. At first, 
we conceived that this difference might be caused by a reduction 
in the sizes of the plates and bolts : but those in the roof proving 
to be tlic thickest and longest, we, on a few moments’ reflection, 
ascertained that the reduction of labour in riveting the roof is 
caused by the sledge-hammers descending upon it by gravity as 
well as by the main strength of the riveters ; whereas, at the sides, 
they are worked by the latter power only. 

I’lic operation cannot of course be carried on when the weather 
is cither windy or wet. The riveters, holders* up, and rivet- 
boys very properly receive high wages. The first of these 
classes, however, strange to say, look down upon the holders-up 
as their inferiors, or rather as their menials; and again, the 
holders-up bully the little ragged-el bowed rivet-boys who wait 
upon them ; but so it is, not only over the whole surface of the 
earth, but ip the deep blue sea ! In the stomach of the shark we 
find a dolphin, in whose stomach there is found a flying-fish^ 
which, on dissection, has been found to have preyed on a smaller 
tribe, and so on. We have, therefore, no unkind reflection to 
cast upon ‘riveters,’ ‘holders-up,’ or ‘rivet-boys’ for frowning 
upon, bullying, or burning each other, 

Angle-Irons . — The plates of the tubes, having throughout been 
scientifically adjusted in the different positions best suited to 
resist the variety of strains to which, from external or internal 
causes, they can possibly be subjected, are finally connected 
together by small ribs, which are firmly riveted to the plates. 
The quantity of angle-iron thus worked through the top, bottom, 
and sides of all the tubes amounts to no less than si^ty-nve miles ! 
The sides arc, moreover, connected to the top and bottom of each 
tube, by small triangular plate#, called gussets, which powerfully 
prevent the bridge from twisting or writhing unde^ the later^ 
pressure of the wind. 

in. Thr Floating of the Tube. — The Gathering. — On the 
principle of ^Qum regio in terris nostri non plena laboris?’ 

we 
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we determined, in the family way, to join that respectable 
crowd of brother and sister reviewers, ill-naturedly called ^ gapers 
and gazers,’ who from all parts of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, from the Continent of Europe, and even 
from the United States of America, were, in various degrees of 
agitation, Inquisifively converging upon North Wales, for the 
purpose of beholding something which, although unanimously de- 
clared to be ' quite new,’ few appeared very clearly to understand. 

All agreed that the wonder they wished to witness was The 
Britannia Bridge : but what was its principle or its form, what it 
was to do, or what was to be done to it, no person appeared able 
to explain to anybody. Some nasally ^ guessed ’ it was to be 
raised ; others — ore rot undo — positively dec^lared it was to be only 
floated. One man truly enough aihrmed ^ it was to go from earth 
to earth, straight through the air, to avoid the water’ — but by 
which or by how many of these three elements, or by what other 
powers, the strange transaction was to be effected, deponent, on 
cross-examination, was utterly unable to detail. 

As the railway from 'Chester — where the principal portion of 
the travellers had concentrated — has for several miles been con- 
structed along the sands of the Irish Sea, the passengers during 
that portion of their journey had ample space and opportunity for 
calm observation or reflection : as soon, however, as the heavily- 
laden trains reached Rhyl, there was gradually administered to 
the admirers of the picturesque a strange dose of intense esyoy- 
ment, mixed up with about an equal proportion of acute dis- 
appointment. 

In flying over the valleys and round the hills and mountains of 
North Wales, there repeatedly glided before their eyes a suc- 
cession of scenery of a most beautiful description, which, illu- 
minated by the sunshine of heaven, aj)peared, as llicy approached 
each great impending mountain, to be exquisitely improving; 
until all of a sudden— just as if the pestilential breath of an evil 
spirit had blown out the tallow candle of their happiness — 
nothing in this world was left to occupy their senses but the cold 
chilly air of a damp dungeon rushing across their faces, a strong 
smell of hot rancid grease and sulphur travelling up their noses, 
and a loud noise of hard iron wheels, rumbling through a 
sepulchral pitch-dark tunnel, ijj^ their ears. 

Hundreds of most excellent people of both sexes, who had 
beep anxiously expecting to see 

‘ The roflk — a^hose liaugldy brow 
* Frowns o’er old Conway’s lining flood,’ 
were grievously chagrined and fposi piteously disappointed by 
being told— os, like a pea going through a boy’s |>ea-sliooler| 

they 
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they were unintellectually flying through a long iron tube— that 
they were at that very moment passing it^ Straits, Castle, and all* 
However, the balance of the account current was, on the whole, 
greatly in their favour, and thus, in due time and in high good 
humour, all reached Bangor in safety. 

It need hardly be said that, early in the morning of the day, or 
rather of the evening, on which the important operations at the 
Britannia Bridge were actually carried into effect, every boat that 
could be engaged, every bus, carriage, waggon, gig, cart, and 
hack -horse that could be hired in Bangor, Beaumaris, as well as 
in the neighbouring towns and villages, were in requisition to 
convey, by repeated trips, the curious to the object of their 
curiosity — and certainly on reaching it the picture exhibited was 
one not very easy to be described. 

The first amusing moral that irresistibly forced itself upon us, 
as our conductor with outstretched whip was endeavouring almost 
in vain to drive through the crowd, was, that of the many thou- 
sands of human beings who at considerable trouble and expense » 
had assembled, more than nine-tenths were evidently wholly and 
solely absorbed in subjects which, though highly interesting, 
were alien to the purpose for which they had congregated ! 

Numbers of ])ersons with heated faces, standing around small 
tables, allocated in various directions, were intently occupied in 
quaffing off a beautiful unanalysed pink effervescing mixture, 
called by its proprietor * ginger hcer' 

The dejected countenance of Punch’s English half-starved 
dog, as, dead- tired of the gallows scene, 4ie sat exalted on his tiny 
platform, was strangely contnasted with the innumerable sets of 
strong grinning Welsh teeth and bright eyes, that in joyous 
amphitheatre were concentrated upon hi)n. In several spots the 
attention of stooping groups of Madies and gentlemen* horizon- 
tally looking over each other’s barks, was solely engrossed in 
watching what no one passing could possibly perceive — some trick 
of rude legerdemain upon the ground. On a small eminence 
the eyes of hundreds, as they stood jammed together, wxre ele- 
vated towards a jaded white-cheeked harlequin, and a very plump, 
painted-faced young lady in spangled trousers and low evening 
frock, who, on the elevated stage on which they stood, jumped, 
kicked with both legs, and then ^hirled violently on one, until 
the rustic clown, thoroughly satisfied with the sample, and unable ^ 
to resist the alluring cymbals and brass trumpet that accompanied 
it, slowly ascended the ladder, surrendeltd his penny, and then, 
with his back turned towards the crowds descended into a canvass 
diamber to wait; or rather on i<tough wooden bench to sit, like 
l^ftieaoe Vk a montnnent ssiiling at Hope. 
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Long rectangular booths, open at three sides^ appeared filled 
with people, in great coats and in petticoats, seated around a table, 
all seriously occupied in silent mastication. In the moving 
crowd some were evidently searching for the party they had lost, 
while others, suddenly stopping, greeted friends they had not 
expected to meet. 

Among the motley costumes displayed, by far the most striking 
was that of the Welshwomen, many of whom were dressed in 
beautiful gowns protected' by frock-coats, — their neatly-plaited 
white caps, surmounted by large black hats, such as are worn 
elsewhere by men, giving to their faces, especially to the old, 
around whose eyes the crows’- feet of caution were to be seen 
deeply indented, an amusing appearance of doubtful gender, 
which — it occurred to us at the time — the pencil of HI, with 
its usual wit, might, in illustration of the Epicene policy of the 
day, very faithfully transcribe. But whatever were the costumes, 
the ages, condition, or rank of the immense crowd of both sexes 
through which our old-fashioned vehicle slowly passed, everything 
that occurred seemed to elicit merriment, happiness, and joy. 
It was, in fact, a general holiday for all ; and as boys out of 
School make it a rule never to think of their master, so appa- 
rently with one consent had the vast assemblage around us good- 
humouredly agreed together to cast aside the book they had 
intended to read — to forget the lesson they had purposely come 
to study. 

By the kind attention of one of the Company’s servants wc 
were conducted in a sma|l boat half way across the rapid currents 
of the Mcnai Straits to the Little Rock, then completely beneath 
the water— upon which, under the able direction of Mr. Frank 
Forster, engineer of the line from Bangor to Holyhead, there 
had been erected (on a base embedded in pure Roman cement of 
62 feet by 52 feet) the Britannia Tower, which, still surrounded 
by its scaffolding, majestically arose out of the middle of the 
stream to a height of 230 feet. ^ 

This enormous structure, which weighs upwards of 20,000 
tons, and which, from being roughly quarried or hewn, displays 
on the outside the picturesque appearance of natural rock, is a 
Conglomeration of 148,625 cubic feet of Anglesey marble for the 
exterior — 144,625 cubic feet of sandstone for the interior^ — and 
387 tons of cast-iron beaml^ and girders worked in, to give 
stredgtb, solidity, and security to the mass. The only way of 
ascending was by a ^ries of ladders, communicating, one 
above another, wi^ the«successive layers of horizontal balks, 
of which this immense pile ofH’ well-<iarranged scaffolding was 
composed — and^ccordingly, band over hand and step by step we 
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leisurely arose until we reached a small platform 15 feet above 
tlie pinnacle of the tower. 

The view was magnificent. On the east and west were to be 
seen glittering in large masses the Irish Sea and St. George’s 
Channel, connected together by the narrow Straits, whose silvery 
course, meandering in the chasm beneath, was alike ornamented 
and impeded by several very small rocks and islands, round and 
about which the imprisoned stream evidently struggled with great 
violence. Upon two or three of these little islands was to be 
seen, like a white speck, the humble cottage of the fisherman, who 
alone inhabited it. About a mile towards the Irish Sea there 
gracefully hung across the strc^i, in a festoon, which, in the 
annals of science, will ever encircle the name of Telford, his 
celebrated Suspension Biidge, over which a couple of horses, ap- 
pearing like mice, were trotting. 

On the north lay extended a verdant country, surmounted in 
the direction of the new railroad by the great Anglesey column, 
erected by the surrounding inhabitants to the noble Commanejer 
of the Cavalry at Waterloo. About two hundred yards bpneath 
this splendid testimonial, and adjoining to a little isolated church, 
there modestly peeped up a very small free- stone obelisk, erected 
by the workmen of the tower on which we stood as an humble 
but affecting tribute of regard to some half-dozen of their coiq- 
rades, who — poor fellows ! — had been killed in the construction of 
the Britannia Bridge. 

On the south the horizon appeared bounded, or rather fortified 
by that range of mountains, <about for|y miles in length, which 
bear the name of Snowdon, and among which, the loftiest, stands 
the well-known Patriarch of the group. Between thf base^ of 
these hills and the Straits was the little wooden city built for the 
artificers and workmen, its blue slates and whit^vashed walls 
strongly contrasting with each other. In this vicinity w'e observed, 
in large masses and patches, the moving multitude through which 
we had just driven, and who, unsaliated with enjoyment, were 
still swarming round otie object after another, like bees occasion- 
ally dispersing only to meet again. 

Lastly, close to the shore, on their wooden platform, from 
which the crowd, by order of Captain Moorsom, R.N., was very 
properly strictly excluded, there stood, slightly separated from 
each other, the sole objects of our Journey — namely, the two sets of 
hollow tubes, four in number, which, under the sole superintendence 
o£ Mr, Edwin Clark, had been conslru#ed as the aerial passagfes 
for the up and down drains across th^^ Strai^ Being each 472 
feet in length, and being alsog^f the heights an ordinary two* 
ttoi^ed dwelling, they all together appeared a street or toys 
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of chimneyless houses half a mile long, built on the water’s edge ; 
indeed, if windows and doors had been painted upon them, the 
resemblance would have been perfect. Of the four lengthy com- 
partments the two on the eastern extremity, and that on the 
western end, had been painted red ; the remaining one, which in 
a few hours was not only to be launched but floated down the 
stream to the very foot of the tower on which we stood, had 
been finished in stone-colour. 

We would willingly conclude our slight panoramic picture by 
describing the appearance of the moving water gliding past the 
foot of the tower far beneath ; but on going to the edge of the 
masonry to look down at it, we must confess that we found it 
to .be utterly impracticable to gaze even for a moment at the dizzy 
scene. 

In descending from the eminence we had been enjo}ing, we 
paused at 50 feet from the top to inspect the steam-engine and 
boiler therein inserted for working two hydraulic presses, which 
principally reposed upon a wall 10 feet 6 inches thick, the other 
three walls being 7 feet 6 inches in thickness. At 107 feet from 
the top, and at 103 feet from the water, we again stopped for a 
few minutes to enter the immense passage in the Britannia Tower, 
through which — strange to think — trains full of up and down 
passengers at railway speed are to pass and repass each other. 
The ends of the tubes from the Anglesey and Carnarvon Towers, 
now reposing far away on the beach, meeting at this point on 
immense cast-iron plates interposed on the masonry to secure 
an equal pressure, are n«t only to be firmly connected together, 
but are to be substantially riveted to the fabric, lb the o])po- 
site ends «)f these tubes, the extremities of those passing Irom 
the embankment to the two land towers just named are also in 
like manner to be firmly connected ; by which means each aerial 
gallery will eventually be composed of a single hollow iron beam 
1513 feet in length, far surpassing in size any piece of wrought 
iron-work ever before put together — its weight, 5000 tons, being 
nearly equal to that of two 120-gun ships, having on board, ready 
for sea, guns, powder, shot, provisions, crew, flags, captdins, chap- 
lains, admiral, and all I 

Lastly, to bring the component parts of this not only ex- 
tended but attenuated mass o^ iron into vigorous action, or in 
other words, to enable it to exert its utmost possible strength, 
Mr. Stephenson has directed that after the component parts of 
each of the two parall^ tubes have, by the process already 
described, been fit^ly riveted into one colitinuoqs hollow beam, 
the extremities thereof shall be lowered about 1 5 inches, by 
taking away the false keels or foundations, on which in their 
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construction they had purposely been raised. By this simple 
operation it is estimated that the tube will receive a strength 
of 30 per cent, in addition to that which it possessed in separate 
lengths, and without the precise amount of tension so scientifically 
devised. When thus finally completed, its total length will amount 
to no less than 1841 feet. 

To enable this enormous mass of thin plate-iron — (the middle of 
which, as we have stated, is to be firmly riveted to that passage 
through the Britannia Tower to which we have descended) — com- 
fortably to expand itself and contract according to the tempera- 
ture of the weather — a yawning enjoyment which requires the 
space of about 12 inches — a number of cast-iron rollers, as well 
as of balls of gun metal, all six inches in diameter, have been 
placed on immense cast-iron frames deposited on the land towers 
and abutments — so that the tubes, like the tide beneath them, may 
freely flow forwards or ebb backwards at their free will and 
pleasure, or rather according to the immutable laws of the Om- 
nipotent Power by which they have been created. 

On crawling upon our hands and knees through a gap or hole 
in the masonry of the Britannia Tower, which had been kept 
open for the purpose of passing through it a stout hawser for 
hauling to its destination the floating tube, we suddenly per- 
ceived at its base lying prostrate immediately beneath us — on a 
large platform, latticed like the grating of a ship, and under 
which the deep stream was rushing with fearful violence, boiling, 
bubbling, eddying around, as well as dimpling along the piles 
^ that obstiucted it — what at the first glance very much resembled 
the main-sail of a man-of-war stretched out to dry, but which we 
soon discovered to be a conglomeration of the earth-stained fustian 
jackets, fustian trowsers, dusty stockings, hob-nailed shoes, red 
sun-burnt faces and brown horny fingers of a confused mass of 
over-tired labourers, all dead asleep under the stiff extended 
bars of the capstan which they had constructed, and at which 
they had been working. 

Although they were lying, what in country parlance is termed 
* top and tail,’ jammed together so closely that in no place could 
we have managed to step between them, not a single eye was 
open, or scarcely a mouth shut. The expression of their honest 
countenances, as well as of their collapsed frames, plainly told 
not only how completely they had been exhausted, but how sweet 
was the rest they were enjoying. In the right hands of several of 
them, old stumpy pipes of different lengths, also exhausted, were 
apparently ^ust dropping from their fingers/ and while the hot 
sun was roasting their faces and bare throats, a number of very 
ordinary blue-bottle flies in search of some game or other were 
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either running down their noses and along their lips to the corners 
of their mouths^ or busily hunting across the stubble of their 
beards. 

Although for some time 'we paced along the giddy footing of 
the hatches’ on which they were snoring, gjizing sometimes at 
them, sometimes at the wild scenery around them, and some- 
times at the active element that was rushing beneath, no one of 
the mass awakened or even moved, and thus, poor fellows ! they 
knew not, and never will know, the pleasure we enjoyed in re- 
viewing them! 

On rowing from Britannia Rock we had, of course, a full vieiv 
of the remainder of the masonry, containing all together no less 
than 1,500,000 cubic feet of stone, of which this stupendous work 
is composed. As, however, it would be tedious to enter into its 
details, we will merely, while our boat is approac hing the shore, 
state, that the towers and abutments aic externally composed 
of the grey roughly-hewn Anglesey marble ue liave described ; 
that the land-towers, the bases of which are the same as that of 
the Britannia, are each 198 feet above high-water, and that they 
contain 210 tons of cast-iron girders and beams. 

The four colossal statues of lions — we must not compare them 
to sentinels, for they are couchant — which in pairs terminate the 
land ends of the abutments that on each side of the straits late- 
rally support its approaching embankment — are composed of the 
same marble as the towers. These noble animals, whicli are of 
the antique, knocker-nosed, piinple-facod Egyptian, instead of 
the real Numidian form, although sitting, are each 12 feet high, 
25 feet long, and weigh 30 tons. Their appearance is grand,' 
grave, and imposing — the position they occupy bciug 180 feet in 
advance of the entrances into the two tubes, which so closely re- 
semble that over the drawbridge into a fortress, that one looks 
up almost involuntarily for the portcullis. 

The net-work of scaffolding, nearly lOO feet bigti, upon which 
the short tubes communicating from the Anglesey abutments to 
the land-tower had been permanently constructed, hot only ap- 
peared highly picturesque, but was very cleverly composed of 
large solid balks of timber from 12 to 16 inches square, and from 
40 to 60 feet in length. 

T/ie Bloating of the Tule.-^Oh landing weV of course, pro- 
ceeded to the long range of tubes, or streets, wc have described. 

The arrangements which Mr. Stepbehsph had devised for 
ing the first of them to destin^ion were briefly as fotlpAy^':-^' 

As soon as this portion of the gfillery Jwas finally combletedV,llle 
props uppn which it . had rested at a height above' tbh'Whotl'ch 
platform sufficient to enable Wtiticers 'io wOrk bhheaAi 

removed, 
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rcmovcdj so as to allow it to be supported only at its two extre- 
mities. The result of this trial satisfactorily demonstrated the 
accuracy of the calculations upon which the tube had been pur- 
posely constructed circular at bottom to the height or camber of 
nine inches, in order that when it assumed its proper bearing it 
should become perfectly straight — which it did. 

During its formation a portion of the wooden platform under 
each of its ends was cut away and the rock beneath excavated, 
until on either side there was formed a dock just large enough 
to admit four pontoons, each 98 feet long, 25 feet wide, and 
1 1 feet deep. When these docks were comjileted the eight pon- 
toons, — scuttled at the bottom by valves w'hich could either let 
in or keep out the water at pleasure, — were deposited at their 
posts y and though their combined power of floatage amounted to 
3200 tons, the welglit of the tube with its apparatus being only 
1800 tons, yet, in consequence of the valves being kept open so 
as to allow the tide to flow in and out, they lay on their bottoms 
like foundered vessels; and thus it was curious to see crouching, 
as it w'ere, in ambush beneath the lube a dormant power, only 
w aiting for the w ord of command, up and at ’em, to execute the 
duty they were comjietcnt to perform. 

Besides these arrangements Mr. Stephenson, in pursuance of a 
plan which had been deliberately committed to paper, had ordered 
the construction, on the Anglesey and on the Carnarvon shores, 
as also on stages constructed on piles at the Britannia Rock, of a 
series of capstans, communicating with the pontoons by a set of 
ropes and haw'sers more than two miles in length. Of these the 
principal were two four-inch hawsers, or leading-strings, between 
which, like a captive wild elephant between two tame ones, the 
tube w'as to be safely guarded, guided, and conducted from its 
cradle to its position at the feet of the Anglesey and Britannia 
towers. 

I’hese preparations having been all completed, and every man 
having b^en appointed to his post, the valves in the eight pon- 
toons were closed, in consequence of which they simultaneously 
rose with the tide, until their gunwales, like the shoulders of 
Atlas, gradually received their load. 

At this moment the few who had been cadmitted to the spot 
watched with intense anxiety the extremities of the tubes, which, 
from the severe pressure they had been inflicting, had>in a slight 
degree, iforced their Way into the wooden balks that supported them. 
By degrees this pressure was observed perceptibly to relax, until 
a slight crack, and then a crevice was seen to exist between the 
old point's of contact. In a few seconds this crevice was con- 
verted into daylight, amidst a general whisjier of exultation an- 
nouncing^^ 
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nouncin^^ ' It*s afloat ! ’ The tube, however, was still firmly 
retained in its dock by two conflicting powers — namely, one set 
of hawsers, maternally holding it to the quiet home on which it 
had been constructed — and another set from the shore diametri- 
cally opposite, hauling it outwards to its destiny. 

At this momen* we ascended, by a long ladder, to the top of 
the tube, and had scarcely reached it when Mr. Stephenson very 
quietly gave the important word of command — Cut the land 
cAtachments ! Some carpenters, all ready with their axes, at a few 
strokes nearly severed the strands, and, the tension from tlie oppo- 
site hawsers bursting the remainder, the long street, upon whose 
flat roof we stood, slowly, silently, and majestically moved into 
the water. 

As the two extremities of the floating tube had been in allign- 
ment with those of the tubes on each side, which of course re- 
mained stationary, and whose roofs were loaded with well-dressed 
spectators, its advance was as clearly defined as that of a single 
regiment when, leaving its division to stand Jit ease, it inarches 
by word of command from the centre out in front of its comrades. 

Upon the deck or roof of the tube, which we may observe had 
no guard or railing, there was nailed Mr. Stephenson’s plan, ex- 
hibiting the eight positions or minuet attitudes which the floating 
monster was to assume at different periods of its voyage ; and, as 
it had 100 feet to proceed before its first change, we liad leisure 
to gaze upon the strange interesting scene that surrounded us. 

From the lofty summit of the Britannia Tower, surmounted by 
the Union .lack, to those of the Anglesey and Carnarvon I'owers on 
either side of it, were suspended, in two immense festoons, flags 
of all colours and of all nations. Every vessel at anchor, every 
steamer under weigh, as well as several houses on shore, were 
similarly ornamented. At different points on each coast, and 
especially upon every eminence, were congregated large variegated 
masses of hum<'in beings. The great green woods of Carnarvon 
seemed literally swarming alive with them, and, to add to the 
audience, a large steamer — arriving almost too late — as it scuffled 
to a safe position, exhibited a dense mass of black hats and showy 
bonnets, enlivened by a brass band, which was not unappropri- 
ately playing ‘ Rule Britannia,^ the breeze wafting along with 
it the manly, joyous song of the sailors who, at the capstans on 
the opposite sWe, were cheerily hauling in the hawsers upon 
which, for the moment, the thread of our destinies depended. 

On arriving at Position No. 2, it became necessary to exchange 
the mechanical power by which the tube had been forced forwards, 
for that of the tide, which was to carry it end foremost down the 
stream to its goal. As, however, this latter power — to say nothing 
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of a strongf breeze of wind which drove the same way— would 
have propelled the lengthy mass more than twice as fast as it had 
been declared prudent it should proceed, a very strong power, fcy 
means of a small capstan, was exerted in each set of pontoons, to 
compress between wooden concentric clamps, the guide-hawsers, 
by which contrivance the pace was regulated with the greatest 
possible precision. This most important duty was confided to, 
and executed by, two volunteer assistants, Mr. Brunei and Mr. 
Locke (we rank them alphabetically) ; and, although the whole 
scene of the flotation was one of the most interesting it has ever 
been our chequered fortune to witness, there was no part of it on 
which we gazed, and have since reflected with such unraixed 
pleasure, as the zeal and almost over-anxiety with which Mr. 
Stephenson’s two competitors in fame, stood, during the whole 
operation, intently watching him, until by either mutely raising 
his arms horizontally upwards, or in like manner slowly depressing 
them, he should communicate to them his desire that the speed 
might be increased or diminished. 

But besides regulating the speed, it was repeatedly necessary, 
especially at the points we have enumerated, slightly to alter the 
position of the tube by means of capstans, often working together 
with combined powers on different points of the shores. Orders 
to this effect were silently communicated by exhibiting fioia the 
top of the tube large wooden letters, and by the waving of flags of 
different colours, in consequence of which the men of the distant 
capstans belonging to the letters telegraphically shown, were, at 
the same moment, seen violently to run round as if they had sud- 
denly been electrified. Indeed atone point the poor fellows were 
all at once thrown upon their backs, in consequence of the rupture 
of the capstan-stop. ^ 

The duties of Captain Claxton — whose scientific and nautical 
acquirements had previously been evinced by floating the Great 
Britain at Dundrum — were highly important. Besides the expe- 
rienced opinions he had contributed, *he had sole command of the 
whole of the marine force, and accordingly from the top of the 
tube he continually communicated through his trumpet his orders 
to various small boats which, as floating aide-de-camps, attended 
upon him. 

As he was getting ashore in the morning, we happened to see 
one of his crew, by suddenly pulling in the bow-oar, strike^ him so 
severely on the forehead that the blood instantly burst forth, as if to 
see who 'jso unkindly knocked.’ In half-a-dozen seconds, how- 
ever, his pocket-handkerchief was tied over it, and he was giving 
his orders if possible more eagerly than before. 

* JackT said a sailor from another boat, as with a quid in his 

cheek 
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cheek he slowly walked up to the coxsN\ain, ^ what's the matter 
with the Cappeiis head ? ' 

* A hoar struck hiniy* replied the sailor to his brother 'blue- 
jacket,* who at once appeared to be perfectly satisfied, as if he 
professionally knew that it was in the nature of an oar to do so. 

When the tube was at about the middle of its transit, a slight 
embarrassment occurred which for a few minutes excited, we 
afterw'ards were informed, considerable alarm among the spec- 
tators on shore. In one of the most important of om’^changes 
of position, a strong hawser, connecting the tube with one of the 
capstans on the Carnarvon bcacli, came against the prow of a 
small fishing-boat anchored in the middle of the stream by a 
chain, which so resolutely resisted llie immense pressure inflicted 
upon it, that the hawser was bent into an angle of about K’O 
degrees. 1 he coxswain of a gig manned by four bands, seeing 
this, gallantly rowed up to the boat at anchor, jumped on 
board, and then, witli more zeal than science, standing on the 
wrong side of the hawser, immediately ]>ut a handspike under it to 
heave it up. That man will he killed — said Mr. Stephenson 
very quietly. Captain Claxton vociferously assailed him through 
his trumpet, but the crew were Welsh ; could not understand 
I^glish ; and accordingly the man, as if he had been applauded, 
exerting himself in all attitudes, made every possible exertion 
not only to kill himself but bis comrades astern, who most 
certainly would also have been nearly severed by the hawser had 
it been liberated ; but a tiny bump or ornament of iron on the 
boats bead providentially made it impossible, and the hawser 
having been veered out from ashore, the tube instantly rightcii. 

The seventh movement brought the foremost end of the lube 
about 12 feet past the Anglesey Tiifcver, and the rear end being 
now close to its destination, the hook of an immense crab or 
piilley-block passing llmmgh a hole purposely left in the masonry 
ol the Britannia Tower was no sr>oner affixed to it than the work- 
men at the capstan on piles, whom we describetl as asleep^ in- 
stantly ran round, until the tube was by main strength clragged*-*- 
likethe head of a btillock in the shainbles^— to a ring from which 
it could not possibly retreat. By a combination of capstan-power 
on the North shore, tlie foremost or opposite end was now drawn 
backiirards until it came to the'edg^ of tU6 Anglesey ToAvorj* l(nd 
atUiOOgh we were aware that the meastitetiients had of course been 
accurately predetermined, yet it Has really a beutiiifub 
of Sd'ertefe to the itnm^r^e tube\pass into its^ plaoe'l^y a 

wittdage or clearapace arnoumifig; Us* neafly as wo cooM' 
it, to nUher^ssjthan three- quarter i of an ineh^ 

1^6 tufm^taving^ now at both ends attained^ Its pditi- 

tion 
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tion over the stone ledge in the excavation that had been pur* 
posely constructed for it, a deafening — and, to us, a , deeply- 
affecting — 'cheer suddenly and simultaneously burst out into a 
continuous roar of applause from the multitudes congregated in 
all directions, whose attention had been so riveted to the seri^ 
of operations they had been witnessing, that not a sound bad 
previously escaped from them ; nor had they, in any place, been 
seen to move from the spots at which they cither stood or sat. 

Mr. Stephenson took no notice whatever of this salute; indeed 
we much question if he even heard it, for his attention was in- 
tently occupied in giving to his able and confidential assistant, 
Mr. Wild, directions respecting the final adjustment of the tem- 
jiorary fastenings by which the tube was to be retained ; but the 
crowd of spectators — like that at a theatre when the curtain of 
the after-piece droj)S — were already seen hurrying away in all, 
directions, by steam, by boats, by carriages, and on foot, until, in 
the brief course of an hour, both coasts were clear. The tide, 
however, during the operations we have described had become 
high, had turned, and was now beginning to be violent; the 
valves therefore having been partially drawn up, the pontoons, as 
they gradually filled, sank, until the widely-separated ends of the 
tube slowly descended to their respective shelf or ledge on each 
tower ; and the discarded power that had successfully transported^ 
the vast gallery across the water then floating away with the 
stream— gently transferred from one element to another — it was 
thus left in the aeriform position it had been planned lo^ occupy ! 

During llic operations we have detailed there were, df course, 
made by the spectators of both sexes a variety of observations of 
more or less wisdom, of which our limits will only allow us his- 
torically to record a single sample. 

^ Dear vie ! ’ said an old gentleman, as the tube when it first 
swung across the Straits was in perspective seen approaching the 
platform on which he sat, and which was immediately in; front 
of thq awful chasm between Britannia and Anglesey Towers, 

* they have surely been and made it too shokt ; they must put^a bit 
on !’ As soon, however, as, veering round, it approached him 
broadside foremost, he whispered, quite sure it's too t-ONQ ; 
they 'll have to cut a piece oi’f 1’ 

. A lady said to her companion, "A/r. Stephenson appeared dread- 
fully^ ejccited during the passage I Didn't you observe hoto he kept ‘ 
cdrdittuallysitetcliiug out his arms^ raising them up and thensink- 
ing^&immdqwn.m tl^^ licr words ^ the aptions-by, 

whlok ll|i» of the voyage had calmly Seen regulated)^^ 

* no wonder he wae so agitated ! ' i jt >; 

* wereep^ until ldng;4fter ,Si^aaet 
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in securing and placing in safety the various materials, &c., that 
had been in requisition during the day, and it was not till past 
midnight that, over-tired, they managed one after another to 
retire to rest. 

On the following morning, after we had bidden adieu to the 
hospitable inmates of a small wooden habitation, beneath the 
Anglesey Tower, in which we had been very kindly received, we 
had occasion to pass near to a stand which had purposely been 
constructed in a peculiarly advantageous position, to enable the 
Directors of the Chester and Holyhead Railway to witness the 
operation. Upon the centre bench of this platform, — the ground 
far around which was partially covered with bits of orange-peel, 
greasy papers that had contained sandwiches, and other scraps, 
indicative of an intellectual feast that was over. — we observed, re- 
clining entirely by himself, a person in the easy garb of a gentle- 
man, who appeared to be in the exquisite enjoyment of a cigar, 
whose white smoke in long expirations was periodically exuding 
from his lips, as with unaverted eyes he sat indolently gazing 
at the aerial gallery before him. It was the father looking at 
his new-born clidd ! He had strolled down from Llanfair- 
pwllgwyngyll, where, undisturbed by consonants, he had soundly 
slept, to behold in sunshine and in solitude that which during 
ft weary period of gestation had been cither mysteriously moving 
in his brain, or like a vision — sometimes of good omen anil some- 
times of bad — had by night as well as by day occasionally been 
flitting across his mind. 

Without, however, presuming to divine, from the rising fumes of 
a cigar, the various subjects of his ruminations, we wdl merely 
confess that, on looking up from our boat, ax it glided away, at the 
aerial gallery he was contemplating, we were tastonished to find 
ourselves very much in the frail predicament of miml of the old 
gentleman of yesterday whose emotions we so accurately delineated 
— for when the tube was lying on the Carnarvon shore we certainly 
fancied that it looked too heavy and too high for its object, 
whereas it now appeared almost too light and too low : in short, it 
had assumed the ^mple appearance which, in principle, it had 
been designed to bear — that of a rectangular hollow beam ; and 
although it had in fact annulled the awful chasm between the 
Anglesey and Britannia Towers, nevertheless, by exactly mea- 
suring it, it now appeared considerably to have increased it ! 

Moteover, in viewing this low narrow passage — only 15 feet by 
30 — which, without cuneiform support, was stretching half across 
the Menai Strait! — (it has been quaintly observed by Mr. Latimer 
Clark, in the cleiver pamphlet named at the head of this article, 
that if this Single joint of the tube could be placed on its tiny 
end in St. PauPs ^Cbureliyard, it would reach 107 feet higher 

than 
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than the cross) — it seemed surprising: to us that by any arrange- 
ment of materials it could possibly be made strong enough to 
support even itself, much less heavily-laden trains of passengers 
and goods, flying through it, and actually passing each other 
in the air, at railway speed. And the more we called reason 
and reflection to our assistance, the more incomprehensible dfd 
the mystery practically appear ; for the pi ate -iron of which this 
aerial gallery is composed is literally so thick as the lid, sides, 
and bottom which, by heartless contract, are required for an elm 
coffin feet long, 2i feet wide, and 2 feet deep, of strength 
merely sufficient to carry the corpse of an emaciated, friendless 
pauper from the workhouse to his grave ! 

The covering of this iron passage, 1841 feet in length, is 
literally not thicker than the hide of the elephant ! Lastly, it is 
scarcely thicker than the bark of the ‘good old English’ oak; 
and if this noble sovereign, notwithstanding the ‘ heart ’ and in- 
terior substance of which it boasts, is, even in the well-protected 
park in whicii it has been born and bred, often prostrated by the 
storm, how difficult is it to conceive that an attenuated aerial 
hollow beam, no thicker than its mere rind, should by human 
science be constituted strong enough to withstand, besides the 
weights rushing through it, the natural gales and artificial squalls 
of wind to which throughout its immense length, and at its fearful 
height, it is permanently to be exposed ! 

IV. Raising the Tubes. — Hydraulic Press , — Although the 
tube, resting at each end upon the ledge or shelf that had been 
prepared for it, had been deposited high enough to allow an 
ordinary boat to row under it, yet the lie.aviest job still remained — 
that of raising it about J 00 feet to its final resting-place. This 
operatu)n, which might be compared to lifting the Burlington 
Arcade to the top of St. James s Church — supposing always that 
the said church arose out of very deep, rapid water — was, as we 
have already stated, to be performed by the slow but irresistible 
agency of hydraulic power ; and as one of the presses used is said 
not only to be the largest in the world, but the most powerful ma- 
chine that has ever been constructed, we will venture to offer to 
those of our readers who may never have '"reflected upon the 
subject, a brief, homely explanation of the simple hydrostatic 
principle upon which that most astonishing engine, the hydraulic 
press invented by Bramah, is constructed. 

If the whole of the fresh water behind the lock-gates of a canal 
communicating directly with, say the German Ocean, were to be 
suddenly withdrawn, it is evident that the sea-side of the gates 
woul4 receive water-pressure, and the other side none. 

PJow if a second set of gates were to be inserted in the sai,U> 
water at a short distance, say one foot, in front ol the old ones-^r- 

(the 
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(the water between both sets of gates remaining at the same sea- 
level as before) — many, anti perhaps most people, would believe 
Uiat the pressure of the German Ocean against the new gates 
would of course relieve, if not entirely remove, the pressure 
against the old ones — ^just as a barrier before the entrance of a 
theatre most certainly relieves those between it and the door from 
the pressure of the mob without. 

This opinion, 4owever, is fallacious; for, supposing that the 
new gates were by machinery to be firinly closed, the foot of salt- 
water inclitded between them and the old gates w'ould not only 
continue* to press exactly as heavily against the latter as the 
whole German Ocean had previously done, but by simultaneously 
inflicting the same amount of pressure against the inside of the 
new gates as the ocean was inflicting on their outside, the jircssure 
of this imprisoned single foot of water would so accurately coun- 
terpoise that of the whole wide, free ocean, that if the machinery 
whicii had closed the new gates were suddenly to be removed, 
they (the new gates) would be found, as it were, vertically to 
float between the two equal pressures ! 

But anomalous as this theory may appear, it is beautifully 
demonstrated by the well-known fact, that if water be poured into 
a glass syphon# of which one leg is, say an inch in diameter, and 
the other, say a foot, llie smaller quantity will exactly cuunlcr- 
balance the greater, and the water will consequently, jn both 
legs* rise precisely to the same level ; and this vvouhl be the case 
if one leg of the syphon were as large as the Gennau Ocean, and 
the other as small as the distance between the two sets of lock- 
gates we have just described — indeed it is evident that, if a hole 
were to be bored through the bottom of the new gates, a syjihon 
would instantly be formed, of which the ocean would be one leg 
and the foot of included salt- water the oilier. 

Now Bramah, on reflection, clearly perceived that from 
this jirinciple in nature a most ini])ortant mechanical 

power might be obtained ; for if, say five ounces of water ip a 
small tube, can be made to counterbalance, say a huudrc<i thou- 
sand ounces of watiipr in a large one, it is evident that by the mere 
substitution in the bottom of the larger tube of a flat solid sub- 
stance instead of the water, a pressure upon the body so inserted 
of very nearly a hundred thousand ounces tvould be inflicted by 
the application of only five ounces ! — and — as this pressure would 
of course be proportionately increased by increasing the heiglit, 
or in other words the weight of water in the smaller tube — 
Bramah |faerefore further reasoned that, if, instead of adding 
to the quantity of water in the smaller tube, the fluid therein 
were to be ejected downwards by a force-pump, the pressure 

upwards 
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upwards in the larger tube would proportionately be most enorr 
mously increased ; and h foHiori, as, in lieu of the old-fashione<I 
forcing-pump, the power of steam has lately been exerted,' our 
readers will, we believe, at once perceive that, if the instrument 
which holds the water could but be made strong enough> th® 
pressure which might be inflicted within it by "a few gallons of 
winter might almost be illimitable. 

The principle of the hydraulic press having been above faintly 
explained, the power and dimensions of the extraordinary engine 
of this nature, which has been constructed by Messrs. Easton and 
Amos, of Southwark, for raising the Britannia tubes, may be thus 
briefly described. 

The cylinder, or large tube, of the svphon, which is 9 feet 
4 inches in length, 4 feet 10 inches in (liametcr, and which is 
made of cast-iron 11 inches thick, weighs 16 tons. The piston, 
termed the Ram, which, pressed upwards by the water, works 
within it, is 20 inches in diameter. The whole machine com- 
])lctc Aveighs upwards of 40 tons. 44ie force-pump barrel 
communicates with a slender tube or passage about the size of a 
lady’s smallest finger, which, like the touch-hole of a cannon, is 
drilled through the metallic side of the cylinder; and thus, al- 
though the syphonic j)rincij)le really exists, nothing appears to the 
eye but a sturdy cast-iron cylinder of about the length of a 24 lb. 
cannon, having the thickness of metal of a 13-inch mortar. 

From the above trifling data it will be evident that, leaving 
friction and the Aveight of the ram out of the question, the lifting 
poAA'cr of this machine must exceed the force applied to the force- 
pump in the same proj)ortion that 1 4 -inch diameter bears to a 
diameter of 20 inches—Avhich in figures amounts to about 354 to 1 ; 
and as the tAvo 40-horse steam-engines which are to be applied to 
the touch-hole for compressing the Avater in the smaller tube would, 
it has been calculated by Mr. Latimer Clark, be sufficient to 
force the fluid more than fiv'e times as high as the top of Snow- 
don, or '5000 feet higher than the summit of Mount Blanc^ our 
readers have only to increase the force in this proportion to 
become sensible of the extraordinary power which the hydraulic 
press of the Britannia Bridge is capable of exerting for the pur- 
pose of raising its lubes. In short, the power is to the weight of 
the tubes as folloAVs : — 

. . Weight of one of the largest tubes . . , . 1 800 

Lifting-power of the hydraulic press , « * 2622 

The mode in which this enormous power is practically 
cUed^^ii as iidloWs ’ ' 

‘TtVd liydhiutiti^^ tSyitader, standing erect, like a cannon' 

breech. 
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breech, on two stout wrought-iron beams bolted to each other, is, 
together with its steam-boiler, securely fixed in the upper region 
of the Britannia Tower, 148 feet above the level of its base, and 
about 45 feet above that to which the bridge is to be raised. 

Around the neck of the iron ram or piston, which protrudes 
8 inches above the top of this cylinder, there is affixed a strong 
horizontal iron beam 6 feet 9 inches in length, resembling the 
wooden yoke used by milkmaids for carrying their pails, from the 
extremities of which there hang two enormous iron chains, com- 
posed eight or nine flat links or plates, each 7 inches broad, 
1 inch thick, and 6 feet in length, firmly bolted together. These 
chains (which, In order to lift the tube to its destination, are 
required to be each 143 feet long) Weigh no less than 100 tons — 
which is more than double the weight of the equestrian statue of 
theDukeof Wellington, lately erected in HvdePark — commonly 
regarded as one of the heaviest lifts ever effected : and certainly, 
when from the giddy region of the Britannia Tower, in which this 
hydraulic machinery, like the nest of an eagle, has been deposited, 
the stranger, after looking down upon the enormous weight of 
iron not only to be supported but to be raised, compares the 
whole mass with the diameter of the little touch-hole immedi- 
ately before him, through which the lifting-power has to pass — 
and when he reflects that the whole process can, with the greatest 
ease, be regulated and controlled by a single man, it is impossible 
to help feeling de<q)ly grateful to the Divine Power for an in- 
vention which, 1 ^ first sight, has more the appearance of magic 
than of art. 

As soon as all adjustments were prepared, and the boiler was 
sufficiently heated, the great piston, under the influence of severe 
pressure ujion the water beneath it, began slowly, like a schoolboy’s 
'jack-in-tlie-box,* to emerge from the cylinder, and, apparently 
regardless of the enormous weight that oppressed his shoulders, 
he continued steadily to rise, until in about thirty minutes be lifte<l 
the tube 6 feet, and, as he could raise it no higher, the huge chains 
beneath were immediately secured by a powerful vice or * clams ’ 
at the foot of the By letting off the water, which of course 

relieved the pressure beneath the piston, it descended, by its 
own gravity, to the point from which it had started, where the 
chains being again affixed to its yoke— an operation which requires 
about , half an hour — it again, by the vitality of steam, lifted its 
weight another six feet ; and, as the other end of the tube was 
simultaneously treated in a similar way, the whole was progres- 
sively raised nearly 30 feel^ when, by the bursting of the largest 
of the hydraulic presses — a contingency which, from the faithless 
crystalline character of cast iron, it is utterly impossible for 

Science 
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Science to prevent — the ponderous mass suddenly fell through 
space of seven inches — an awful phenomenon to witness — -until 
it was stopped by the brickwork and timber which had cautiously 
been underbuilt during its ascent — ^and from which it has still to 
be raised to a point a few feet above its final position, where a 
strong iron beam being placed beneath, it wifi, we trust, tri- 
umphantly be lowered to its final resting-place, to be the aerial 
highway of the public. 

V. Mr. Pair bairn’s Claims. — During the brief inspection 
which we made of the Britannia Bridge we can truly say, that, far 
from feeling a desire to award to Mr. Robert Stephenson the 
whole merit of the wonderful j)iece of mechanism before us, we re- 
peatedly paused not only to reflect but to regret how little the Public 
would probably ever think of, or care for, the assistant-engineers, 
overseers, skilled artificers, and honest steady labourers, by whose 
zeal, assiduity, and personal courage the heavy job had practically 
been completed. ‘ Who,’ we asked ourselves, Mvill ever care to 
thank those who, surrounded by the tonent, toiled by night as well 
as by day at the foundation of the Britannia Tower? When that 
beautiful structure of scaffolding, composed of 570,000 cubic feet 
of timber, upon ^\lnch the land-tubes have been constructed, shall 
be removed, who will ever expend a thought of kindly recollection 
of those by wdiose skill it was devised, or by whose enduring 
patience it was at no trivial risk constructed? What reward, 
beyond their bare wages, will the superintendents of the various 
departments of the work ever receive for the anxiety they suf- 
fered for several years, under a weight of responsibility which, 
while it promised. for success no rewards, threatened for failure 
the severest description of moral punishment V And, lastly, we 
said to ourselves, as on the t<ip of the tube we stood over the 
holders-up and rivet- boys, who, stuffed together into flues in the 
painful attitudes we have described, were working immediately 
beneath our feet, ‘ Who, in flying across the Menai Straits, will 
ever feel that he. is indebted for his life to the care and attention 
with which these poor fellows are patiently riveting, one after 
another, the millions of bolls by which h^,is to be safely trans- 
ported in his aerial transit?’ 

Impressed with the justice of these feelings, we were thei'efore 
not only strongly predisposed to award to every person, however 
humble, who had j^een connected with this great work, the full 
amount of credit (tue to him for the particular portion of it which 
he individually executed, but we were ready almost to admire, and 
at all events' to excuse, that esprit corps which invariably 
induces every sepat'dte department to consider its labours to have 
been of the greatest importance ; indeed, there is no better qua- 
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lification in a subordinate than to be what is commonly called 
'proud of his work.' If, therefore, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr. Hodg- 
kinson, and Mr. Clark had, either collectively or individually, 
endeavoured to assume a larger share* of merit than was intrin- 
sically due to. the important preliminary investigations they had 
conducted, we should indulgently have smiled at their boyish 
zeal, and even if we could not have approved, we should most cer- 
tainly have refrained from noticing it; but in the serious appeal, 
or rather demand, which Mr. Fairbairn has deemed it advisable to 
make to the public, he has not only claimed merit which is the 
property of his colleagues, but has, although he occasionally 
renounces it, claimed for himself that of the invention itself! 
He has tlierefore forced us, as indeed every one who takes a 
mechanical interest in the subject, disjiassionjitcly to weigh the 
value of tlie claims he has urged, and at all events to hear the 
cause in which he voluntarily apjiears as the plaintiff. 

The investigation ought to be an easy one, and so indeed it is ; 
nevertheless we regret to say, that Mr. Fairbairn with very great 
ingenuity has rivcte<l togeilier facts, doc'uinents, and assertions 
which, when logically sejiarated and compared with the evidence 
taken before the House of Commons, confuse, confound, and 
condemn each other. 

We will endeavour by very brief extracts to arrange the ense as 
fairly as possible. Mr. Fairbairn states* — 

‘ That Mr. Stephenson conceived the original idea of a huge tubular 
bridge to be constructed of riveted plates and sujiporfed by chains.* -- 

p. 2. 

* lie [Mr. S ] never for a moment entertained the idea of making the 
tube self-supporting, 'i'ln? wroiight-iroii tube, according to liis idea, 
was, indeed, entirely snb^er\ient to the cliaijis.’— p. 3. 

* The form wliich tiie Menai Bridge now has, was advocated by me 
alone.' — p. 31. 

‘ I was anxious to clear the tube of the incumbrance of chains, which 
it must be borne in mind were intended frum the first, not only for the 
support of the tubes but for the. pm pose of caviyilig them forward from 
the platfonii, on which they were to be buHt titcross thcir respective 
spans to tlieir final poj^ions on^he piprs.’-rp. 48. 

‘ Mr. Stephenson was present'at one or two of the experiments after- 
warcb made on 'the model-tube, and, after witnessing them, his fears 
were in a great degree removed; fic then determined to abandon the 
use of auxiliary chains, and from that time, October, 1846, to the 
completion of the Conway Bridge, he redied witli confidence oJi the 
strength of the tube itself, aiul attached a proper dqgree of importance 
to the results of 7ny earlier experirntmts,’ — p, 30. 

Tlie above-quoted assM*tions arc all dntcnl by Mr# Fairbairn 
‘ 1849;* and as in the last of them Ik5 distinctly points out that it 

WAS 
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was in October, 1846, that Mr, Stephensoa abandoned the use of 
auxiliary chains 'for the form wJhicU the Menai Bridge now has/ 
which beamdiko fqrra Mr. Fa^rbairn positively asserts \was 
advocated by him algne^ it becomes necessary that we should refer 
to the following minutes of evidence which on the 5th and 6th 
of May, 1815, was given before the Committee of the House 
of Commons 'on Chester and Iloljliead Railway Bill, Group 2, 
Thomas Henry Sutton Sotheron, Esq., in the Chair.’ 

‘ Robkut Stepiiensox, Es(j., fudlid ; exaniined hy 
Mr. Robinson. 

‘ You are the engineer of the iiitendotl line of railway ? — I am. 

‘Is there to be a bridge of 101 feet high and villi the arches of 
450 feet span ? — lliere is. 

‘ Do you consider that a jjracticable and >afe mode of crossing the 
Menai under the eircum<tanees? — Yes, T <lo. 

‘ Ls it not an arcli on the plan of the Southwark Bridge ? — No. 
Perhaps I may at oiire explain to the Committee the idea I liave 
adopted. I conceive a tidx*. Snpposinii- a wronght-iron tube to 
extend across the Strait-*, and that tiilie to have, we will say, 25 feet 
diameter to hold a line oC railway, and the line ot* railway would run 
inside of it« In addition to that we should liave to erect a chain plat- 
form /hr //ic o/’ ///c Then tlie question would arise 

whether the chains would be allow eil to remain, or whether they would 
be taken away down. IMy ow n opinion is, /br/t a tube of wrouyht-iron 
would possess sufflrient slrenyth and riyidfty to support a railway 
train. 

‘ Is this mode of construction quite original ? — It is. 

‘ It is your own view ? — Yc'*, meeting tlie contingencies wliich have 
been put upon me by Goreriiinent engineers. 

‘ How Would you pl^ce it in the position yoh mean it to^ocenpy ? — 
There will be a platform erected and sus])eiuled by the chains Just the 
same as they bind an iron vessel. 

‘I wisli to ask you whether this is your own suggestion? — It is 
entirely. ^ , 

‘ From the t^xpeHmeiits you have made, and from tlie inquiries you 
have also tViadc, are vou satislictl that that suggestion of yours is a prac- 
ticable and safe otu^ f-^I am not only, satisfied tliatit is practicable, but 
I must confess that t Cannot see my '^ay at ]^eseut to adopting any- 
thing else. 

* And in wlmt way do you propose to unite the plates? — In the same 
way. as the ifou that is used in a ship is united. 

‘ It will be one nia?»s of iron ? — Yes> a smooth tube made of wrought- 
iron the saihe as a ship. 

‘A succession .^fjilates united together ?— Yes, with rivets. 

‘ No rods ? — No rods. 

‘Runn^^g the whole lengtli? — No, there may be wliat is termed 

angle-irons., 
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‘ Wliat would be the diameter of each of tliese tubes? — I sliould 
make them elliptical, 25 feet in height, and just wide enough to hold 
one line of railway trains. 

‘ What would be tlie distance below without support ? — 450 feet. 

‘ In each of them? — Yes. 

^ You have not made up your mind as to the safety of dispensing with 
the chains? — No, I have not. 

‘ It would be impossible to do so until it is constructed, would it 
not? — I would rather leave that, because I would make the design so 
that the chains might either be taken away or left, and during tlie con- 
struction we should have ainpic opportunity of ascertaining whetlier 
we could safely take away the chains or not. 

‘ There W'ould be no great advantage from taking away tlie chains? 
— No, only it would make it more costly if they remained ; they would 
be applicable to other purposes, and they would cost from 30,(K)0/. to 
40,000/. 

‘You have no doubt, Mr. Stephenson, that the principle apjdied to 
this great span will giv e ample security to the public ? — Oh ! 1 am 
quite sure of it. 

‘And you said that although you thought that an iron tube of the 
thickness you liave menti«)ned, viz. J of an inch above and below, and 
a little less on the two .skies, icill hear any tenghi that is likely to he 
put upon it in the shape of trains ? — Yes. 

‘ You feel perfectly confident ujion that point? — Yes, I feel perfectly 
confident ; but wdth a view to remove any doubts upon that point, 1 feel 
it necessary to mftke a .series of e\periinent.s, not that it will convince 
me more than I am at present, but that it shall convey confidence to 
the Board of Directors under whom I am acting.’ 

It has since been stated in a memorandum written by Mr. 
Stephenson, 

‘ that the Committee before whom he was examined, alarmed at his 
proj’ect, w^ inclined to hesitate about pas.sing the bill ; that their 
apprehensions were mainly appeased by Gemjral I’asley .‘raying that the 
cliains were not necessarily to be removed ; and that, as the bill w'ould 
evidently have been lost had he (Mr. Stephenson) insisted on removing 
them, he modified his opinion as above quoted.’ 

Our readers will now observe whether or not such a necessity 
really existed. 

‘General Pasley was called In and exaihincd by the Comjniittee. 

• ••••■ 

‘ On the whole, therefore. General Pasley, you think a bridge built 
on the plan proposed by Mr. Stephenson would give ample security fur 
trains passing there? — I feel convinced it would. 

^ And you believe it to be a practicable plan ? — Quite so. 

‘ But you do not advise the removal of the chains ?-^I do not. 1 see 

advantage in it. 

‘ Po you think there would be any hazard ih removing them ? — I 
think it would be better to leave them* 
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‘ Jt is difficult to answer the question until the bridge is actually 
built, is not it? — Yes. 

‘Previously to^a railway being opened, it is usual to send you to 
ascertain the security of the railway, is it not ? — Yes. 

‘ And therefore you probably will be sent down to ascertain the 
security of this bridge before the railway is open th the public ? — Yes. 

‘ And could these chains be removed without the sanction of the 
Government? — I do not know. Ido not see any objection to their 
))eing there. I should recomincyid their not being removed,^ 

Without offering any opinion t)n the foregoing allegations and 
evidence — we will at once proceed to the causes of Mr. Falrbairn’s 
retirement from the service of the Chester and Holyhead Raihvay 
Company, and of his publication of the large costly volume before 
us. Tlie details had best be explained by himself. 

Mr. Fairbairn publishes two letters (a portion of one of them 
in italics) from Mr. Stephenson, of which the following are 
extracts : — 

1. 23rd August, 1847. — ‘ I was surprised at your letter this morning, 
asking me if I wished you to take charge of tlie floating and lifting. 
I consider you as acting with me in ever}/ department of the proceed-^ 
ings: 

2. 7fh February, 1848. — ‘My dear Sir, — I only reached London 

this morning from Newcastle, wlieii I recciveil your previous note, upon 
wliich I Mill speak to you verbally. You allow yoil^ feelings to get 
the better of you respecting INIr. IbKlgkinson, and I think improperly; 
for it is clear (hat his cx])eriments alone iiave given the true law that 
governs the strength of diti'erent sized tubes. Both your i)lan and my 
own for calculating tlie strength are empirical; hut llodgkinson’s ex- 
periments and his deductions from them give tlio true lawMvitli remark- 
able consistency. * 

‘ Youi-s faithfully, Kobeht Stephenson.’ 

‘ But,’ says IMr. Fairbairn, ‘ wliat chiefly led me to this decision 
[his retirement] was the position as'^nmecl by ]\Ir. Stephenson ; his 
public misrepresentation of the position 1 held under the Company, 
and his endeavour to recognise my services as the labours of an assistant 
under his control, and acting entirely under his direction. Had Mr. 
Stephenson in his public address done me the justice to state my inde- 
p(‘iident claim to some of tlie most important principles observed in the 
construction of the tubes, I rniglit perhaps have continued my services 
until the final completion of the whole undertaking, and most assuredly 
this work [Mr. F.'s book] would never have come before the public.* — 
p. 171. 

‘ Upon the completion,’ continues Mr. Fairbairn, ‘ of tbe,first Con- 
way tube it was resolved by the gentlemen and inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood to entertain Mr. Stephenson at a public dinner, wliich 
should at the same time celebrate the satisfactory conclusion of this 
great engineering triumph.’— p. 172. . . . ‘In the course of his address 
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at the Conway entertainment Mr. Stephenson is reported to have made 
the followitn^ observations : — ‘ I believe it will be expected of me — 
indeed I should feel it improper if I were to omit on this occasion de- 
tailings very succinctly a few facts with reference to'the rise and pro- 
gress of the idea which led to the construction of tubular bridges ; 
because in doing so.’it will not only afiord me an opportunity of ex- 
plaining to you precisely what the origin was, but it will also give me 
the opportunity of expressing my obligations to those who have so 
largely aided me in bringing about the result which we arc met to 
commemorate.” ’ — p. 174. 

The following are the ^observations^ of which Mr. Fairbairn 
complains : — 

‘ As soon as the bill was obtained, and it became time to commence, 
I obtained the consent of tlie Directors to institute a very laborious 
and elaborate and expensive series of experiiULMits, in order more 
'Jiorongiily to test experimentally the theory I luul lormed, and also to 
■idrl suggestions for its full development, it was then that I called in 
the aid of two gentlemen, eminent both of them in their profession — 
Mr. Fairbairn and JNIr. Ilodgkinsoii. They had both distingui»hed 
themselves for elaborate series of experiments on east-iron bridges ; and 
although this was a diHerent material, still from their accomplishments 
and skill they were well qualified to aid me in my research. They 
heartily w'ent into it ; and the result is what you now see under the walls 
of your >enerable ohl castle. Ihit having mentione<l these two names, 
there is another f|fentlemari that I wMi to call to your notice — a gentle- 
man to whose talents, to whose^ zeal and ability from the commence- 
ment of this undertaking, I am much indebted ; and indeerl the hill 
development of the principle of tubular bridgesis by no means in a small 
degree indebted to him — I allude to my assistant, Mr. Kdv\iii Clark, 
He has been my closet companion from the commenccMuent of the pre- 
liminary investigation. No variation or inconsistency in the experi- 
ments eluded his keen perception : he was always on the look-ont for 
contingencies that might affect the success — though not the principle, 
still the success— of the undertaking; and he and the other gcntltMnen 
whom I have just named are the three to whom I feel deeply indebted 
for having brought the theory I first broached to such perfection ; and 
I thus publicly tender them my acknowledgments.* — p. 176. 

Two days after this speech Mr. Fairbairn communicated to Mr. 
Stephenson his resignation, the reasons for which he explains in 
his book as follows; — 

' Mr, Stephenson [in his speech at the Conway dinner] states that he 
ealled in the aid of Mr. Ilodgkinson and myself at the same time. 
Now it is essential to the proof of my claims that this assertion should 
be explicitly contradicted. Jt was and not Mr. Stephenson, that 
solicit^ Mr. Ilodgkinson’s co-operation, and this was not done until 
1 imd been actively engaged for several months in iny experimental 
researches, did after 1 had discovered the principle of strength which 
wa.s offered iu the cellular top, and not only proved the impracticability 
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of Mr. Stephenson’s original conception, but liad given the outline 
of that form of tube which was ultimately carried into execution. 

‘ When JMr. Stephenson had made up his mind to claim in tlie manner 
I»e did tlie wliole merit of the undertaking, it is not difficult to under- 
stand his reason for giving Mr. Clark — his own assistant — so promi- 
nent a position.’ — p. 177. • 

As it is perfectly Immaterial to us what feelings Mr. Fairbairn 
may entertain or express as respects his colleagues, Mr. Hodgkin- 
son xind Mr. Clark — we have no o!)servations to offer on that 
point ; but as it appears from the foregoing extracts that Mr. Fair- 
bairn complains of Mr. Stephenson having ^ endeavoured to recog- 
nise his services as the labours of an assistant under his control,’ 
it is necessary to state, or, if Mr. Fairbairn prefers it, unequivocally 
to admit, that Mr. Stephenson — liaving engaged Mr. Fairbairn to 
make a series of experiments for the purpose of determining the 
best form of tube and the law of its resistance to fracture — having 
on the 13lhor May, 1846, further recommended to the Board that 
Mr. Fairbairn should be engaged ‘to superintend with him the 
construction and erection of the Conwa) and Britannia bridges ’ — 
and having still further recommended that a salary of 1250/. per 
annum, which Mr. Fairbairn enjoyed for more than two years, 
should be granted to him : all of which appointments and recom- 
mendations the Board of Directors ‘at Mr. Steplienson’s recom- 
mendation sanctioned and ordered’ — certainly n?rf consider Mr. 
Fairbairti as an ‘ assistant under his control.’ The Directors of 
the Company, rightly or wrongly, entertained the very same 
o])inion ; and as Mr. Fairbairn in his Letter of Resignation above 
referred to had styled himself ‘ e/y'/weer along with your&elf {ox\\\^ 
tubular bridges,’ the Board deemed it proper to direct that in 
reply to tliat letter the following very significant minute should 
be transmitted through their enginee!*-in-cbief to his ^;^subor- 
dinate : — 

‘Copy. 7, 1848. Read — Letter from Mr. Fairbairn, dated 
22iid May, tendering his resignation of the appointment of assistant to 
Mr. Stephenson in the.construction of the tubular bridges. Resolved — 
That ]^Ir. Fairbairn’s letter be referred to Mr. Stephenson with a 
request that he accept the proffered resignation of Mr. Fairbairn, and 
that, inasmuch as the appointment was originally made by him (Mr. 
Stephenson), he do so in sucli terms as he may think proper.’ 

All this seems strong — but strange as well a$ strong to 
add — Mr. Fairbairn, in the preface of his own book, himself 
acknowledges ' the honour which he felt in having been se- 
lected by Mr. Stephenson as the fittest person to elucidate 
the subject and conduct the inquiry.’ Moreover, m addition to 
‘the honour^' Mr. Fairbairn enjoyed the exquisite*rfi?fl7j/(y'e t>i* 

supplyiii^ 
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supplying from his boiler-manufactory at Milhvall all the iron 
which, between his meals, he luxuriously crushed, broke, and 
bruised in experiments, the whole of which cost the Company no 
less than 6000/. ; besides Which it appears from the Board’s mi- 
nutes that Mr. Fairbairn allotted to himself a most lucrative con- 
tract for the constriiction of the iron-work of the bridges ; which 
contract, to the great displeasure of the Directors, he immediately 
sold at a profit of several thousand pounds to Mr. Mare of Black- 
wall ; in short, Mr. Fairbairn, like every eminent tradesman, 
ifiiturally enough worked for money, and not for fame ; and if the 
Company had proposed to have paid him in the latter coin, he 
would, no doubt, have very laconically corrected their mistake. 
Leaving therefore Mr. Steplienson completely out of the case, 
may not Mr. Fairbairn be fairly asked whether he conceives that 
the credit of the investigation he was engaged to make legitimately 
belongs to the Board of Directors, who paid for the experiments, 
or to the individual who was paid for conducting them ? 

If Mr. Fairbairn, after having expended 10,000/. in searching 
for coals or in boring for water, had in cither or in both cases 
been successful, would he have claimed the merit of the result 
for himself, or would he have given it to the honest foreman, who, 
at wages of three guineas a week, had been engaged by him to 
conduct the expensive investigation he had proj)osed ? 

Mr. Fairbairn’s third and last complaint is, that Mr. Stephen- 
son has withheld from him the sole credit of the final adoption of 
rectangular tubes, with rectangular flues in the tops and bottoms 
thereof. Now Mr. Hodgkinson very stanchly maintains that it 
was he who first recommended rectangular tubes. It liowever ap- 
pears, from the following extracts from Mr. Fairbairns own 
statements, and written reports to Mr. Stephenson, as published 
in his book, that these discoveries, instead of belonging to any 
one of the triumvirate, were the natural sequences of the in- 
vestigation recommended by Mr, Stephenson and sanctioned and 
paid for by the Board of Directors. 

* The peculiar nature,' says Mr. Fairbairn, of the investigation, 
and the almost total absence of data for the successful prosecution of 
the inquiry, operated in a great degree to retard its progress. The 
transverse strength of an iron tube composed of riveted plates tens an 
entirely new subject (p. 209). . . • Weakness was found where 
strength was expected, and iience repeated changes form as well as 
changes in the distribution of the material became alSolutely necessary 
(p. 210). . . . We liave not as yet arrived at the strongest form of 
tube; we are nevertheless approaching that desideratum (p. 15). , . . 
Some curious and interesting phenomena presented themselves in these 
experiments* 4V^any of them are anomaUnis to our preconceived notions 

of' 
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of tlie streng-th of materials, and totally different from every theory 
yet cxliibifeti in any previous researcii (p. 39). . . . Although suspen- 
sion chains may be useful in tlie construction in the first instance, 
they would nevertheless be highly improper to depend upon as tlie 
principal support of the bridge (p. 41). . . . The difficulties expe- 
rienced in retaining the cylindrical tubes in shape, when submitted to 
severe strains, naturally suggested the rectangular form. Many new 
models of this kind were prepared and experimented upon (p. 9). . . . 
These experiments led to the trial of the rectangular form of tube with a 
corrugated top, the superior strengtli of which decided me to adopL 
that cellular structure of the top of tlie tube which idtimately mergeW 
into a single row of rectangular cells.’ — p. 12. 

(Which Mr. Hodgkinson, as before stated, declares was the result 
of his previous calculations.) 

Again, Mr. Fairbairn, on the 3rd of April, 1846, in reporting 
to Mr. Stephenson, states; — ‘It has already been determined by 
experiment xXxixi the strongest section }et obtained is that of the 
rectaiigulai ioiiu and this being one of the important ^ queesita^ 
which Mr. Stej)lienson by the investigation he confided to Mr. 
Fairliairn and his colleagues had been desirous to obtain, it was by 
his recommendation approved of by llic Board of Directors and 
finally adopted. 

JIavdng now concluded our extracts from Mr. Fairbairn’s book, 
on the merits of whicli we have, for his sake, examined scarcely 
any oilier witness than himself, it only remains to be observed 
that annexed to the volume there are a series of costly plates 
curiously indicative of the text. Mr. Fairbairn states — 

‘ It will, I think, be generally allowed that it was very natural 1 
should desire to Jiave iny name publicly (Jtiil. sic) associated with 
Mr. Stephenson’s as Joint Engineer for these Bridges.’-— p. 170. 

And accordingly in bis plates Mr. Fairbairn has offered to the 
public a beautiful 

‘PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF A PORTION OF THE BRITANNIA BRIDGE 

‘IIESTINO ON THE CENTRE OK THE MENAI STRAIT. 

‘ ROBERT STEPHENSON AND WILLIAM FAIRBAIRN, ENGINEERS.’ 

Now the facts of the case, or rather of the picture, are briefly 
as follows: — 

1. The masonry of the lofty tower, so faithfully represented, 
was erected ui^ler the sole superintendence of Mr. Frank 
Forster, C.E. 

2, The tube, not so correctly represented, — inasmuch as 
at this moment it is 7f 2 inches below the position it oc- 
cupies in the picture, — has almost entirely been constructed 
lender the sole superintendend^e of Mr. Edwin Clarkf C*E. 
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3. Mr. Falrbairn did not for a. single day work at the con- 
struction of the tower, or, excepting a few occasional visits, at that 

of the tube. , » 

‘ bic TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI. 

Moral. — The sums expended by the Chester and Holyhead 
Railway Company to the 30th June last have been as follows : — 

£. #. d. 

Cost of Tubular Bridge for crossing the Conway • 110,000 0 0 

« itto ditto ditto Menai Straits 500,000 0 0 

jmainder of the line, &c . . 2,071,587 0 0 


Total expenditure . . 3,581,587 0 0 

Contribution to ho paid towards the construction of 

the Ilolyhejid Harbour of Refuge 200,000 0 0 

Present market-value of original stock . . 72 per cent, discount. 

Ditto of preferential stock at oi per cent, 
interest issued by the Company to obtain 

funds to complete the works . . • • • 20 per cent, discount. 

The above figures strikingly illustrate the consequences of the 
system, or rather want of s} stein, which the Imperial Parliament 
has hitherto pursued in railway legislation. 

If the communication between England and Ireland via 
Holyhead, had — on the principle which at the time we earnestly 
recommended — been considered as one great arterial line, the 
proportionate expense of contributing to a harbour of refuge, as 
well as the enormous cost of raising the two bridges necessary for 
crossing the Conway and Menai Straits to a height sufficient for iho 
distinctly different purposes of railway traffic and the sailing of large 
vessels, might, with some appearance of justice, have been thrown 
upon the aforesaid large Company — although, in tlic day of 
M'Adam roads, Telford’s bridges over the very same places, and 
the construction of harbours, were considered as national works, 
and were accordingly executed at the cost of the public. Very 
improvidently, however, the moderately remunerating portions of 
the line were first established by Parliament; — and thus the little 
Company which, with feeble means, wa% to continue from Cliestcr 
the Circulation of the Royal mails — of g^ds of all descriptions — 
of first, second, and third class passengers — and of Her Majesty’s 
troops and artillery between London and Dubijn, was saddled 
not only with 0 own natural burden, but with the preternatural 
works we have described ; indeed, in or^r to obtain its Act of 
Parliament, it was so completely at the nwey of the Government, 
that it was obliged to submit to certain' excruciating terms which--* 
with the nott-paymeilfrto she Comptiny of its 30,000/. a-year for 
the mail-service, which the lumbers of the late administration 

^ well 
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well know was ensured to it — and with a competition between the 
Government and the Company’s steamers most lamentably 
in dieting a serious loss upon both parties — have, it appears, 
reduced the value of its shares in the market by more than 70 per 
cent., and, of course, completely drained its capital of all dividend. 
^ Andy it has been said, ‘ so much the better for fhe public F Be it 
so ! we have no desire to relieve the proprietors of the Chester 
and Holyhead Railway from the terms (whatever they may be) of 
their contract. On the other hand, there can be no doubt that^^ 
if Pfirliament holds every Railway Company hard and fast 
to its bargain when it has made a bad one, it ought not, at all 
events, hy ex post facto \o^\s\nX\ony to let loose the public from 
every imprudent engagement which they, on their parts, have 
contracted to perform. VVe will exemplify our meaning by a 
particular case. 

At the fag-end of last Session Lord Monteagle introduced into 
the House of Lords a bill, which, though hastily approved by a 
vote of that House, w^as very properly, as we think, discoun- 
tenanced by Lord John Russell, and finally thrown out in the 
House of Commons, to deprive railway proprietors of the power 
they now enjoy of solely auditing their own accounts. 

It tvas not attempted to be shown that an auditor appointed by 
the public could increase the number of trains — improve station 
accoinrnodalion — or give additional security or even comfort to 
any description of persons travelling by rail. It was not at- 
tempted to be shown that the proposed measure would confer 
a single additional privilege upon railway share- owners. On 
the contrary, it was frankly admitted that ^ to THEM the books 
of the Company are by law at all times open but as a highly 
popular doctrine, it was honestly and unscrupulously explained 
that the real object of the proposed audit- bill was to enable the 
public, by legislative ' clairvoyance,’ accurately to ascertain the 
present and prospective state of every Railway Company, in order 
that the proprietors thereof might be prevented from any longer 
selling their shares to the aforesaid ‘ public ’ at prices above their 
intrinsic value. 

If Parliament were to force every horse-dealer to divulge the 
vices and infirmities of the sorry animal he is at this moment 
' chaunting,’ there can be no doubt that the public, by a general 
illumination, would have vast reason to rejoice. If Parliament 
were to oblige the proprietors of all quack meAcincs to pre- 
publish the esac^^cost of the ingredients which compose them, 
there can be no doubt that John Bull might hencelBrward 
repeatedly swallow a peck of pills for less money than he is now 
paying for ‘a single ounce bok,* In fS?ft, fiJr aught fliat we in 
our sequestered hermitage know, it jnay be very possible, that if 

every 
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every merchant’s ledger were, to-morrow morning, by legislative 
enactment, to be declared public property, the prices of sugar, 
tea, iron, hides, coals, and a hundred other articles in the market, 
would, in the course of a few hours, be lowered. It has, 
however, hitherto been considered that the British merchants 
counting-house is "as much ‘ his castle’ as his residence; that his 
accounts are as sacred as his person; and that, morally speaking, 
nothing but a suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act can authorise 
the seizure of either the one or the other. 

When Mr. Stephenson’s magnificent project of a cast-iron 
bridge of two arches, 100 feet high at the crown — which, instead 
of costing 600,000/. (being at the rate of 1000/. per yard), 
could have been executed for 250,000/. — was rejected by the 
Admiralty, that powerful Board very justifiably declined to 
advise by what other means the stipulations they required, should, 
or even could, be effected. The doubts, the difficulties, the 
risks, and the uncertainties were all, with an official shrug, very 
prudently thrown upon the little Company; and if the expenses o{ 
the Chester and Holyhead Railway could thus be legitimately 
forced into darkness, is it just, after the proprietors have not only 
performed their bargain, but have nearly been ruined by doing 
so, that their accwzw/A* should, by an cx post facto law^ be dragged 
into daylight, not merely to gratify^ idle flisinterested curiosity, 
but for the open avowed object of shielding the public — or rather 
public stockbrokers — from the very risk and pecuniary uncer- 
tainty which they (the proprietors) were forced to encounter / 

But, as in all transactions ‘ honesty is the best jiolicy,’ so we 
submit that the proposed interference with the rights of Railway 
proprietors to be the sole auditors of their own accounts, is not 
only unjust, but impolitic. Thousands of owners of Railway stock 
have, by a fatal experience, lately leaned that it is jiossiblc for a 
joint-stock company, as it is ))osslbIe for ony of the individuals 
composing it, to encourage profuse expenditure, to act dishonestly, 
and, for a short time, to veil impending ruin l)y mystified ac- 
counts. The antidote, however, to this poisonous admixture of 
indolence and fraud is already working its cure. The punishment 
of the principal transgressor has already become ' greater than he 
can bear;’ and a salutary suspicion hti§ not only spontaneously 
aroused the proprietors of two hundred millions of Railway 
property, who had hitherto very culpably neglected their own 
afiairs, but baa materially depreciated all Railway stock ; and 
there can be no doubt that this wholesome castigatory depression 
of their property below its intrinsic value will, to the evident 
benefit of th^ shjare purchasing pumic, continue to exist, until 
Railway proprietori have sense teough to perceive that it is 

their 
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their interest to remove the suspicion which created it, by the 
prompt establishment of that open examination, and that honest 
as well as disinterested audit of their accounts — (in the last 
half-yearly printed statement of the London and North-Western 
Railway Company’s affairs we observe that there was expended 
in six months in ^ audit and account 2488Z. 5^. 6c?.’) — which will 
satisfy men of business ; and which was, no doubt. Lord 
Monteagle’s object, when — with rather more zeal than considera- 
tion — he proposed that it should forcibly be effected by Act of 
Parliament. 

The desideratum, however, we feel confident, can be obtained 
by milder means ; and although between buyers and sellers of all 
descriptions contention must always exist to a certain degree, we 
trust that the proprietors of the rails which have gridironed the 
country, and those who travel on them, instead of unnecessarily 
snarling over the invention, will feel that it is alike their interest 
and their duty to join together hand in hand, magnanimously to 
develop ta»its utmost possible extent the greatest blessing, or at 
least one of the very greatest, which has ever been imparted to 
mankind. 

It is generally asserted by railway proprietors, who are of 
course self-interested in the question, that the existing practice 
of rating their respective Companies according to their earnings — 
their industry — or, as it is technically termed, their ^ profits in 
trade,’ is unjust, because the same system, or fiscal screw, is not 
equally applied to landowners, manufacturers, or shopkeepers. 
It is argued that, so long as our old-fashioned highways, besides 
lev}ing lolls, are allowed to tax for their maintenance every 
parish through which they pass, it is unreasonable that the same 
parishes should at the very same moment, by a process diame- 
trically opposite, be allowed to transfer a large proportion of their 
domestic rates for the support of their poor, &c., upon railways, 
which, it is affirmed, have, generally ^peaking, not only grievously 
overpaid for the land they occupy, but have materially increased 
the value and prosperity of every city, town, village, hamlet, and 
field through which or near which they pass. ^ 

Upon this serious and important question^ involving some 
general re-adjustment of assessments of every description, we 
sliall abstain from offering any opinion, because we are con- 
vinced that, sooner or later, it will be duly considered by Par- 
liament. In the mean while, however, it is with deep regret we 
observe that the innumerable direct as well as indirect impositions 
and taxes which — rightly or wrongly, legally or illegally — have 
been imposed upon our railways, are already producing the 
lamentable consequences we ventured to predict. From want of 

funds, 
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funds, even our greatest railway-companies are openly aban- 
doning branch-lines which they had almost completed; they 
are reducing the number of their trains ; economising at their 
stations ; in fact, in various ways, in proportion not only to the 
expenses imposed upon them, but moreover to the reductions 
made in their original Parliamentary tolls, they arc — perceptibly 
as well as imperceptibly — curtailing the convenience and accom- 
modation which, from a sound regard for their mutual interests, 
they would most willingly have maintained for the public. 

VVe feel confident that in this unfortunate, short-sighted, nar- 
row-minded conflict the British Nation is discreditably warring 
against itself ; and having not inattentively watched the practical 
working of the system, it has been our humble endeavour — by a 
few pen-and-ink sketches, which we now conclude — to attract 
the attention of the public to the magnitude of the works of our 
arterial railways, in order that from the good sense and good 
feelings of the community these new higliwfiys may receive that 
fostering protection and genial support without whiclf the fruits 
of Science cannot be matured. 


Art. IV. — Le Congris dc la Paix. Vaudeville: domic avec Ic 
plus grand succcs art Theatre dcs Varietes, 8vo. Paris, 1849. 

N O maxim in political science can be more clearly demonstrated, 
and few are more important to be ever kejit in mind, 
than the difference between questions of Domestic and Foreign 
Policy in one very material respect. I'Jic former arc level, 
generally speaking, to the comprehension of a very large part of 
the community ; men can, for the most part, form sound opinions 
upon them, because they turn ujxin facts within their knowledge : 
they affect so immediately and so palpably merrs interests, that 
no very gross mistakes arc likely to be committed in discussing 
them, and therefore the public opinion and public feeling on 
them are much to be regarded — often to be even consulted by 
Aatesmen in forming their own opinions regarding such subjects. 
But it is altogether otherwise as to questions of Foreign Policy. 
Though the interests of the people are deeply involved in them, 
the information of the people respecting them is necessarily most 
scanty ; they turn upon points far removed from the apprehension 
of the multitude, and even unapproachable by persons much 
above the mass of the community : they are of o refined and subtle * 
description, and demand for their consideration both greater 
sagacity and far more extensive knowledge than the public (in 
any rational sense of that word) possesses. Moreover, the public 
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Peace Agitators. 453 

feel. ng-s arc apt to be excited unwisely and unreflectingly upon 
these matters, and without any regard to the real interests of the 
roinrn unity. Nay, these feelings are prone to vary, suddenly to 
veer about, promptly to run from one extreme to its opposite; 
|)artly from ignorance, partly from inexperience of affairs, partly 
from want of due reflection, partly from heat of* temper: so that 
public opinion upon foreign affairs is really very little to be re- 
garded by those in whose hands the government of a country may 
be })laced. Even in ancient Greece, where the people studied no 
other questions of a public nature, where the form of the govern- 
ment gave them entire control, and thus called on them constantly 
to copsidewthosc questions ; above all, where the greatest statesmen 
were always prelecting on even the minute details of the subject, 
and the subject itself was of small extent and little complication, 
— even in llicse favourable circumstances, so different from our 
own, nothing could be more erroneous than the views taken of 
those questions by the people, and nothing, in the estimation of 
these statesmen, could be more perilous to the public interest 
than yielding to the popular opinions, and being guided by the 
feelings of I lie multitude at large. 

'J\) take but one example how dangerous it would be to follow 
the impressions occasionally made on llie public mind by questions 
of Foreign Policy, let us only regard the greatest question of .all 
— that of peace and war. How often have we seen the people by 
unanimous consent bent upon rushing into all the enormous perils 
of war, far outstripping their leaders among the factions of states- 
men in their clamours for a rupture with foreign slates, and 
seeking to control tlie wisdoin of such men as Walpole, when he 
refused to break with Spain, and Pitt when he was so anxious to 
avoid the war with France? But furthermore, even when the 
public voice is most warlike, and when it is followed, we cannot 
say that ‘voice is still for war.’ On the contrary, at the first 
reverse, or even while all prospers, upon the first demand of 
supplies and imposition of taxes, the desire of peace, however 
unseasonable, is found to succeed the rage for war, like the cold 
to the hot fit of a fever. Often, when the continuance of peace 
would be both impolitic and perilous, public opinion is wholly, 
and unreasonably, and blindly averse to war. Often, when the 
continuance of war has become of absolutely indispensable neces- 
sity, public opinion is bent upon peace. Not seldom when peace 
is necessary, warlike are the sentiments of the uninformed and 
unreasoning multitude. 

But there are other questions of foreign policy far more above 
popular comprehension. The expediency of provisions in treaties 
for consulting our mercantile and other interests — the necessity 

of 
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of stipulations for securing our foreign possessions — the arrange- 
ments made for regulating in an advantageous manner to us and 
to all others the distribution of power among various states — the 
delicate and difficult questions regarding the international con- 
cerns of all foreign countries : these and other subjects are so 
utterly unknown to the people at large, that they can no more be 
trusted with deciding upon them, and their opinion can have no 
greater weight regarding them, than upon any questions in the 
abstract sciences. The public opinion upon a point of algebra 
would be of about as much value as upon a question of Foreign 
Policy like any one of those we have just enumerated. Add to 
all this the total want of individual responsibility. nSy, of- even 
identity in the body of the people, who may one day decide that 
Charles-Albert must be supported as Deliverer of Italy, and 
affirm that his success is certain because all Lombardy is for him ; 
and then find that the Italians wholly distrust him — that, except 
the Milanese Cf>ffee-houses, all Lombards are against him, and he 
is utterly defeated — whereupon all who had prophesied and sup- 
ported hide themselves, and pretend never to have held any su(‘h 
language ; — and then you have a proof how little reliance is to be 
placed on the anonymous public in Foreign matters. 

We are the more disposed to bring this subject before our 
readers at the present time, because of the singularly absurd 
movement which has lately been witnessed both in London and 
in Paris upon some questions of Foreign Policy, We a)nceive 
that the gross errors into which multitudes of well-intentioned 
persons have fallen, require to be pointed out, in order to ward 
off the mischievous consequences of their agitation. We also 
regard it as important to point out the evils of some proceedings 
held at a late Peace-Congress, for the purpose of showing how 
that signal folly has not only brought ridicule upon a good cause, 
but tended to prevent the really useful exertions of those who 
preferred absurdly chasing chimeras and phantoms. 

First of all we have to note the gross, the almost Unparalleled 
inconsistency of those frequenters of a Congress for Peace — in 
having about a fortnight before they set out on their crusade 
against war been parties to as fanatical a crusade against peace. 
The insignificance of the individual leaders in this abortive 
movement must not blind us to the mischiefs which they at- 
tempted to work. Evil designs may fail by happy chance, and 
evil-doers may be as noted for their folly as for their wickedness, 
as contemptible for their impotence in executing as for their 
recklessness in forming their plans. But it becomes the watchful 
guardians of the general interest to unveil such men's bad inten- 
tions, and prevent others from becoming the thonghtleii instru- 
ments 
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ments of their pernicious designs. Nor can it be justly affirmed 
that any knot of agitators is to be disregarded, how silly and how 
feeble soever in their own persons, as long as they have thousands 
as ignorant and foolish as themselves to cheer them on or to follow 
at their heels. Now we refer to the scene enacted at a great 
Lioi^lon meeting late in the last session, and *apparently, how 
strange soever it may seem, in some kind of concert with the Whig 
(jovernment in Downing-street, even in the House of Commons. 

There flocked to this assembly at the London Tavern a vast 
concourse of persons profoundly uninformed upon every one par- 
ticular relating to the question which brought them together ; 
utterly unr-eflecting on the possible consequences of their move- 
ment : absolutely careless of the ruin their agitation might bring 
upon the country if unhappily it should be found general enough, 
and the Government prove wild enough, to produce a rupture with 
Austria and Russia, or which is the same thing, a general Euro- 
j)ean war. 'Jlie subject of declamation, which no courtesy can 
make any person term discussion, and which it would be the most 
unfeeling irony to call deliberation, was the late rebellion then 
raging, yet near its termination, in Hungary, and which it required 
not only our Austrian ally’s own forces, but also the aid of her 
Russian neighbour to suppress. The right or the e.vpedicncy of 
a London mob-meeting to declaim in favour of those rebels and 
against their lawful rulers, was about as manifest as would be 
the right of a mob-meeting at Vienna to denounce our Govern- 
ment for sending troops into Canada when the rebellion of Papi- 
neau raged llicrc, or for suspending the Habeas Corpus in Ireland 
when Smith O’Brien was doing the work of a traitor. The igno- 
ranc^c of the Austrian multitude on Canadian and Irish affairs 
could not easily surpass that of the London multitude on the 
affairs of Hungary and of Transylvania. 

This gathering was presided over by a very respectable chair- 
man, in the person of Mr. Lushington, member for Westminster, 
— of whom we shall take leave to say, without offence we trust we 
may say, that he is less conversant with the law of nations, or even 
with the municipal law of his own country, than bis brother 
the Judge of the High Court of Admiralty — and that he afforded 
a singular instance of the risk which a worthy man meanitig no 
harm always runs when he lends his name to ptbceedings which 
neither himself nor any one else can have the least power to 
control. This will presently be very remarkably seen as we go 
on to, mention who else figured on that occasion, and what was 
done ere the Ineeting closed ; namely, that when he had heard most 
warlike speeches and made one himself, he innocently wondered 
any man should speak of war ! Associated with this gentleman there 
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were others, not great luminaries of the Senate, not stars of the 
first magnitude in the parliamentary sphere, nor yet of the second, 
haply not even of the third; possibly taken from the Milky Way, 
(or Milk-and-Wator way,) ‘and of importance invisible to the 
naked eye. Lord Nugent and Mr. R. M. Milnes, both more 
famous as poets than orators, added their joint weight to the load 
imposed upon the hustinirs. There was a revolt — above all, a 
revolt against Austria ; nay, more, a battle for a mere name — 
and therefore the patron of Poland^ Lord Dudley Stuart, was sure 
of being found in the midst of the assembly, pouring forth the 
strains which are found to lull asleep even those who can listen 
to Mr. John O’Connell : — nay, there were actually present real 
Poles — their countrunen Bern and Dembinsky being in the 
field ; but still they, the said Poles, having just as much to do 
with what was going on in Hungary as the Huns have with 
what is passing at Quebec, or the Cape, or Ceylon, or indeed 
any other of those numerous settlements, all of which are under 
the dispensation that for inscrutable purposes, unless the de- 
priving us of all colonies be the design of Providence, has placed 
our colonial empire under Earl Grey’s administration. Resides 
these intrusive l^)les, Hungarians, true Magyars, were likewise 
present, and of their interference no one has the same right tf) 
complain : but they were there in the capacity of rebels to their 
lawful sovereign ; and however they may enjoy the patronage of 
the Foreign Olfice, we cannot but think that senators of this country 
would have acted more warily — shown more common sense, ns 
well as a more decent respect for the avowed policy of their 
country, at all limes knitting her with Austria — had they ab- 
stained from fraternizing with those men now in open re- 
bellion against the Austrian crown, and bent upon lowering 
and disgracing the most amiable and promising young prince 
whose brow it encircles. Rut we bad, in the abundance of fiftli- 
rate men, well nigh overlooked ' Richard Cobden.’ He too, 
though but lately engaged in agitation for reducing army, navy, 
and ordnance, must needs attend the convocation for encouraging 
Hungarian revolt and attacking Austria — and there he w’as not 
quite the man of ' unadorned eloquence.’ On the contrary, he 
far exceeded in his vagaries his predecessor of Rome, who once 
perorated holding an infant in his arms, and his more recent pre- 
decessors of England — Burke, who wielded a dagger in debate 
— Whitbread, who over-awed the House by the production of a 
pewter pot. These were poor feats compared with Mf. Cobden’s 
He denounced, solemnly denounced the Autocrat ; he declared bis 
resolution to annihilate him and his vast empire: be proceeded 
sytnbolually to do so; he grasped a dirty cover ofa letter in bis 
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hand, and crusliing it, pronounced with awful emphasis the sen- 
tence of annihilation on sixty millions of men — saying, ‘ Thus I 
crush them, as I would this sheet of paper.’ The mode of doing 
so proved to be by declaring every^apitalist a traitor to his, Mr. 
Cobden’s, principles (whatever they may be), who should dare to 
disobey his command, and lend Nicholas a shilling! 

The feelings of this meeting (though with omission of such 
action as had immortalized it) were speedily re-echoed in the 
House of Commons. On the following Saturday, a day when no 
one expects any contested business, and therefore none but the men 
in oflice think of attending, a conversation was got up by some re- 
tainers of the Government, as Mr. Bernal Osborne, Mr. K. Monck- 
ton Milncs (destined, by his own lively imagination, for a foreign 
mission), and others, which gave Lord Palmerston an opportunity 
to jiour forth his sighs in favour of Hungarian revolt, in the ab- 
sence of all real adversaries, and gave those who had so magnani’;^ 
mously hoisted the sham colours of opponents, an opportunity Or 
declaring how' gladly they withdrew their motion, more than satis- 
fied with the noble Viscount's explanation. But this had not 
been said before a still greater than the Viscount had amply com- 
mitted himself — not before the far calmer and more cautious Lord 
John Russell (now King or Queen, we hardly know which from 
the words of the Government ])apers*), anxious to preserve his 
colleague’s triumj)h and partake of the popular^gale, had risen to 
speak, and said little, it is true, to the })urpose, but apologised 
for having inadvertently called the war in Hungary an ‘insur- 
rection.’ What would these ministers of the British Crown have 
said if Prince Swarlzenberg (object of Lord Palmerston’s special 
dislike) had apologised for terming the movement of Smith 
O’Brien in Ireland, or that of Papineau and Lafontaine in Canada, 
a rebellion ? prateful to the agitators, however, was this self-cor- 
rection of Lord John; and the halls of the London Tavern and 
Hanover Square re-echoed with shouts of aj)j)lause towards the 
"noble declarations of Her Majesty’s Ministers,’ as well as vehe- 
ment invectives* against our allies, and frequent exhortations to 
Lord Palmerston to complete his good work by snapping the 
slender thread to which he had gradually reduced the bond of 
peace in Europe. Soon after he was desired by many of these 
loveira of revolt, enchanted with his avowed propensities, to sit 
for his portrait — in the costume of the god Mars, we presume, 
rather than of Cupid — as a present to the amiable and accom- 
plished person who shares his name, if not his opinions. 

• We refer to the Palmerston evening print (Globe) of Sept. 17 ; *In England ibe 
Prime Minister is both Minister and King. The Queen is but a sleeping partner.' 
This is unoxainplad. 
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That the noble Viscount entertained sanguine hopes of his 
favourite revolters in Sicily beating our Neapolitan ally, as well 
as of his pet king, Charles Albert, defeating our Austrian 
friends, no doubt whatever mfw remains. His Lordsliip had the 
power of selecting what papers should be laid before Parliament, 
and keeping back such as he chose to conceal — yet his heavy Blue 
Book* distinctly proves his breathless impatience to acknowledge 
the Duke of Genoa as King of Sicily, in case he might be pleased 
to accept the crown tendered by the rebels, and his equally fixed 
resolution to ward off’ by means of 5ur naval lbrc(*s the evil day 
which should crush the revolt and confirm King Ferdinand on his 
throne. We also know that by a slight ‘inadvertence,’ as he 
phrased it, this impartial minister gave the Sicilian rebels leave to 
obtain at the Tower a supply of arms, while he deliberately refused 
all support to a prosecution against them for gross infraction of our 
municipal laws by fitting out expeditions in our ports to aid their 
revolt. Of the hopes cherished in favour of the Hungarian 
rebellion, we have as }et less distinct evidence ; yet Ids whole lan- 
guage and that of his newspapers sufiiciently prove him to have 
been sanguine on this subject also. The language of these papers, 
indeed, was truly disgraceful — one daily and one weekly print 
notoriously under the patronage of llic Foreign Office, if indeed 
they be not in part the productions of the ministerial pen, openly 
espoused the Ilunj^arian cause — with unblushing effrontery trum- 
peted up every traitorous name, however vile — and pertinaciously 
inveighed against the Emperor of Austria as the ‘ inhuman but- 
cher of his subjects’ — thereby intending to designate that Prince 
in the exercise of his bounden duty — that of suppressing a rebellion. 
The hopes which inspired all these speeches, despatches, and para- 
graphs, were fated to suffer the disappointment to which Lord 
Palmerston ought now to be as well habituated ii^his foreign ad- 
ministration, as Lord Grey is in his colonial ; for wc doubt if in any 
age two more unlucky wights ever administered the affairs of any 
country — and it is the peculiar fortune of England to have the benefit 
of both their services at one and the same time. The Macaulay 
correspondence some years ago showed how the two rivals for the 
favour of the goddess Atychia (she who jiresidcs over 111 Luck) 
feel towards each other. That diverting historical Novelist, taking 
the Palmerston side when addressing the worthy dealer in snuff, 
showed that his Viscount did not care one pinch of his corre- 
spondent’s wares for the other party; and that to the Earl’s dis- 
like of meddling, aggressive, lecturing, impotent, but impertinent 
courses in the Foreign Office — courses whicK he naturally desires 

* Paper! on Sicily and Naplei, last Session. 
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to monopolize in his own department — the country had been in- 
debted for the cruel calamity which befel the Whigs some years 
ago, of being unable to form a ministry, and their much deplored 
postponement of the sweels of place without power for a few 
months. But now the lurid star of the Cyolonial Secretary seems 
almost to be eclipsed. Rebellion we have, it is true, more or less 
operdy raging in our most important colonics in the West, and 
governors, against whom all mankind exclaim, do their best to 
ruin our character and influence in the 1‘hist. But Atychia (half- 
sister to Nemesis) has seemeil e^%n to exceed this boon when an- 
swering th(i ])ra\ers of her faithful worshipper now suffering, with a 
patience that surprises the clerks in Don ning-sU’cct, the martyrdom 
of sitting for his picture. She not only l(‘ts him have his picture 
(which it is liojied the subscribers ma\ not forget to pay for) ; 
but nothing els(' can slie refuse him. Charles Albert, twice 
defeated and loi red to abdicate — the Reforming Pope tlriven from 
Rome— -Ins capital occupied by French Iroojis — Bologna in the 
oc(‘U])ation of iheAiistririii aims — Florence restored to the Grand- 
Duke, after the Palmerston insurgents iiad been expelled hy the 
yjcoyVc— all this seemed enough to gratify the strongest appetite 
for disaster. But the goddess was dispost'd to be yet more 
liberal. The ' spoiled child of misfortune * was fated to reap yet 
further wreaths of the cypress that we hope he delights in, for he 
gatliers no others. Tlie Sicilians were utterly defeated ; their 
revolt elltirel^ crushed; the leaders forced to leave the island, 
and he exiles for life to Carlton (jardens and Dow ning-street ; 
even vestige of hope against cither Ferdinand — (the Bourbon or 
the Hapsbuig) — extinguished; and ^et even that was not all. 
Hungary continued to figlit, and Viseounts to hope, and Pulskys 
to flatter, and papers to puff', while limners sat before their easel 
to hand down ‘among future ages the likeness of the ci-devant 
juvenile Whig. Sad reverse ! All these prospects are overcast, 
and the background of the canvas grows spontaneously sombre : 
the Russian, and still more the Austrian arms are triumphantly 
successful. Kossuth throws up the Dictatorship, and flies to 
escape the gallows ; Georgy, a man of courage and conduct, 
succeeds him — only to see that the cause is desperate, and to 
suricndcr; a complete consternation takes place, and the Hun- 
garian insurrection, to which Lord John Russell apologised for 
giving its right name, is finally crushed, like that of Sicily ; 
nothing remaining for the victors but to show that they are as 
merciful as they are politic and powerful. Nay, their magnanimity 
has been as rapidly as signally displayed, for the Emperor 
Nicolas, as if to confound all the maniacal abuse of the liberal 
press, is already withdrawing his troops. 
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But the bounty of the ungracious deity whom our Foreign Sec- 
retary worships with such assiduous devotion has no bounds. 
As her box, kept like those of Downing-strcet by her favourite 
minister Pandora, is bottomless, so inexhaustible are the streams 
that flow. Our great statesman would not have the emblems of 
his divine patroness inscribed on the portrait, however appro- 
priate they might be ; for one of them is a Cupid’s image reversed ; 
but his piety is as fervent as if he had submitted to that mark of 
his ceaseless homage to the bounteous Atychia. Hardly were 
his tears dry, shed over the fate»of our excellent allies Kossuth 
and Bern, when news arrived that the Queen of the Adriatic, too, 
had surrendered — surrendered at discretion, and set free an army 
and a fleet for the purposes of the Austrian Government. Indeed 
some there are, we suspect the Viscount among the number, who 
upon the whole regard the intervention of Ivussia — the grand 
achievement of his 'policy — the event to which all his Italian 
speculations inevitably led — as rather a more choice gift of the 
power he serves, than all the rest of the chaj)let she had entwined 
around his august temples. 

The Huttgarian and Venetian news came upon the London 
Meeting men with no greater effect of surprise and )>roduced no 
more consternation than upon the Government. The poor, igno- 
rant creatures who flocked to the alehouse and the playhouse to 
liowl out their sympathies and to vent their rage, seeiruMl to be no 
whit less prepared for the caUstruphe which had actually haj)- 
pened while they were thus promiscuously assembled, than the 
ministers who have the exclusive access to all authoritative official 
intelligence, and who read (if they choose — or when they 
choosey all the despatches of all the ambassadors. It is true 
that * these liigh lurictionaries may plead the absence from 
Vienna of our ambassador there — though, to be sure, that was 
entirely their own work — they having ordered him homo at the 
most critical emergency of his mission, in order to have the benefit 
of his (probably reluctant) vote upon the wild measure for de- 
stroying our naval supremacy by passing Mr. Ricardo’s bill to 
repeal the \avigation Laws. Still — even making all allowano: 
for the want of despatches from Lord Ponsonl>y— -tbeir utter 
ignorance of wliat all mankind, excepting only the agitators an<l 
their dupes, knew, that Hungary could not by possibdity prevail 
in the conflict, does seem extraordinary, and can only be accounted 
for on the supposition that their passions had blinded them and 
rocked their reason to sleep. As to the real original merits of 
the Hungarian question, we must own that on no supposition 
whatever can we well believe it possible that any men pretend- 
ing to call themselves ministers could have been, either flrst 
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or last, as ipfnorant as their partizans who bawled at meetings and 
subscribed for portraits. Surely they must have known that of 
all the absurd delusions which ever bewildered the popular bTain, 
the most absurd was the notion that the Hungarian constitution 
was a scheme of good government — that Austria wished to 
deprive the people of it, and that the independence of Hungary 
was the real bone of contention between the Hungarians and Ger- 
mans. Lord Dudley Stuart declared that the Hungarian Consti- 
tution closely resembled the linglish : — but the noble historian 
of Europe, Lord John Russell, must have known better. He could 
not be ignorant that, except perhaps the old elective monarchy of 
Poland, a more execrable government lhau the Hungarian neither 
does nor ever did exist — we will only say in Europe, though we 
doubt if there be a worse in Asia or even in Africa. An eighth of 
the people arc nobles, by far the greater number without fortune, 
but all of them, under this quasi-English constitution, were clothed 
with the privileges of alone possessing land, alone being exempt 
from every public burthen, alone being fr(‘e from arrast even for 
crimes, unless taken in the fact. The local revenues, to which 
they contributed nothing, were intrusted to their management ; 
so that they comjiclled the unhappy peasants and burghers to 
pay for the roads and the bridges w Inch they and their tenants 
used for their local convenience. Nay, not content with these 
privileges, each noble possessed in the villages the absolute 
monopoly of meal and of wine. The technical description of 
the jicople, as contradistinguished from the noble class, is 
sufficient to convey the idea of their condition in that land 
w hose liberty roused the admiration and claimed the protection of 
our agitators — glcbs miscra contrilmcns — ‘ the miserable lax-paying 
multitude.' It was within the last fifteen years an additional 
grievance, and of the most severe kind, that justice was ad- 
ministered in the Lord’s Court, between vassal and vassal, and 
between lord and vassal, by Judges uhom the lord himself named. 
Nay some, though few, enjoyed the power of inflicting capital 
punishment. This constitution, ‘the idol of Hungarians,’ as 
one of their own writers terms it, is charged by another with 
Laving for ‘ three hundred years caused the nation to be wretched, 
degenerate, and grovelling in the dust.’ And this is that system 
in which the learned Lord Dudley Stuart finds ‘ a close resem- 
blance to the British Constitution!’ In 1835 Prince Metternich 
introduced important reforms in it, especially by reducing the 
lord's. power of punishment and limiting the jurisdiction of his 
courts. He subjected the nobles to taxes in respect of all new- 
purchased lands, and restricted the vassals’ labour materially — 
conferring on the lords, in return for this invasion of their privi- 
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Jeges, the freedom to sell or devise their lands. The Hungarian 
reforms of that eminent statesman were all in the dircjction of 
liberty, and all levelled against the overgrown power of the nobles 
— a race numerous beyond all example of European monarchies, 
and wedded at once to the name of Hungary and to their own 
oppressive privileges. With this class of men Austria and lier 
veteran minister could not fail to be unpopular. Witli the body of 
the people it was far otherwise — exactly as in the Cracow insur- 
rection of 1816 we saw the peasantry and the burghers not only 
stand aloof from the Polish agitators, but rise against their feudal 
oppre.ssors, and exercise unjustifiable cruelties against the ])rivi- 
legcd class, whose attempt to shake off the fetters imposed upon 
them by the Austrian Government for the protection of the people, 
that people regarded with the abhorrence of self-interest, if not 
of loyalty. 

The Hungarian insurrection had not only many of these native 
nobles on its side; but also many Poles. I'licue were eigliteen 
Polish officers in high command ; and Pern, their best Gimeral, 
except perhaps Georgy, uas of that nation. Tliis is the constant 
result of insurrection wherever it breaks out. In ('very con- 
spiracy, in every riot, in every bloody assassination for pj>litical 
objects, Poles arc ever found to take a forwrird part. No one 
who reflects on the injustice of which their country had been 
made the victim could wonder at a high-spirited jieojile for 
cherishing the memory of their former day amidst fond dreams 
of revenge and resurrection. Every allowance must undoubtedly 
be made for them. Yet in the case of communities as of indi- 
viduals, it is absolutely necessary that the lapse of lime should be 
allowed to confer a title to (piiet possession. Fourscore years 
have well nigh elapsed since the ever-turbulenl independent' of 
Poland was struck at by irresistible power — and since the final 
consummation of her doom much above half a century has 
been spent in restless agitation on the one band and grappling 
with an uneasy dominion on the other. I low long is Europe to 
be kept in confusion and strife because the Poles are madly bent 
on regaining a name ? For it is a name, and nothing but a name, 
that they arc seeking — it is a mere name, to regain which they 
would plunge Europe in fire and blood. No regard for jiublic 
liberty — not a thought of the people’s happiness — not an idea of 
even national prosperity ever crosses the Polish mind. Give them 
the government of Turkey or Algiers — nay, the government esta- 
blished over any tribe in Central Africa— only call it the ‘ Govern- 
ment of PolancJ,’ and none of them, speaking as to the bulk of 
these restless men, care in what misery, in what slavery, their 
country is to exist. Nay, the worse the better — for the rights of 
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tho noble to tyrannize as heretofore over his wretched vassal are 
exactly the object for which they are bent upon fighting. No 
wonder that the congenial cause of the Hungarian nobles found 
willing supporters among such Poles. It had a triple title to their 
sympathy and co-operation ; it was a rebellion — it was a revolt 
against A ustria — and it was the cause of feudal* oppression against 
the interests of the people. 

Happily the insurrection has been completely put down ; hap- 
pily for Europe quite as much as for Austria — for assuredly had 
the struggle continued but a little while longer, nothing could have 
prevented (lie general peace of Europe from being broken, and 
the world once more plunged into interminable war. Such a 
consummation alone was wanting to instal our Foreign Secretary 
in the very highest ])lacc* within the fane of the goddess he 
adores — nay. to plant him as the High Priest in her adytum. 
All rivalry in her favours between the C’olonial and the Foreign 
Odicci would at once have ceased. Put hard the lot of the 
ingenious artist who ha<l hoped to rea]) immortality^ by his fine 
and bold device of placing the Viscount under an umbrageous 
cypress — muttering as he painted, partly in recollection of whom 
and partly in rernarkingybr whom he was painting — 

" J/uKjimida fritus, <t domits^ vf jitcfcms 
Uxor ; neque harum quas colis arhcriim 
7’c, prater iaristfs rifpresAOS, 

Lila hrevv))} dominum sequrtu^',* 

Hard his lot would have been, for he must have added a much 
more dismal foliage — the deadly nightshade (belladonna^ in 
honour of the one — the mandr agora (or mandrake) in honour of 
the other. Nay, we question if the upas itself must not have 
had a place on the memorable canvas. So that it might have 
resembled the great chef d' oeuvre of Titian — and the martyrdom 
of Peter the Hermit (or Palmer) been forgotten in the glories of 
Palmer$t()n the Hun. However, all this difficulty was spared 
to the artist as well as to Europe ; and the interesting picture 
retains its pristine outlines. 

On the eve of this news arriving to plunge Downing-street in 
despair, a notable act of practical wisdom was performed by certain 
of our great men. Mr. Cobden had not yet crushed the Russian 
empire ; but relying on his positive promises, and wise in their 
generation from much deep reflection and ample profound know- 
ledge, those we allude to, nothing doubting that ultimate success 
must crown the struggle for Hungarian liberty, and for Lord 
Dudley Stuart’s English form of government, that established 
on the Gneiss, deemed it exactly the moment for solemnly 
urging the Ministers 'to interfere actively in behalf of that 
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Constitution which/ they also assure Lord John Russelh * bears 
such a striking: resemblance to our own.’ They beseech him 
to help in ^preserving institutions which have had an un- 
broken series of existence (qy. as to the possible meaning 
of this?) since the foundation of the monarchy,’ that is to say, as 
we presume to sfliggest, just one thousand years — a thing the 
addressers arc certainly profoundly ignorant of ; because that 
aggregate of injustice and cruel oppression whi(;h we have already 
pointed out, as making the old government of the Magyars the 
very worst in the world, is thus proved to be precisely that in 
whose behalf these good men urged Lord John RuSsell and his 
colleagues to put forth all their bellicose energies. This sin- 
gularly edifying document lies now before us — sharing in the 
columns of the autumnal press the interest excited by the cholera 
and the Bermondsey murder. !t is signed first and foremost by 
the name — the honoured name — of Fitzvvilliam — borne by a most 
worthy man, endued with as great an alacrity of wandering out of 
the ordinary path frequented by men of sense — though always 
from amiable feelings — as any one we could mention. Of Lord 
Beaumont we need say little; of Lord Kinnaird less. Lord 
Nugent find Mr. Mdnes wc have mentioned already; Lord 
Dudley Stuart’s congenial name wc wonder not to find attached 
to so wise a document. Signed it was by several others of the 
same sagacious school — but ere they could present this paper, 
the news came which put an end to the whole question. Their 
wisdom,* however, was conspicuous to the end. Others, it is 
likely, would have been thankful that their sanguine expectations 
had not been published to the world on the Tuesday when the 
news was to arrive on the Wednesday. But far from it ! They 
must be understood to have regretted that they had not secured 
the opportunity of being laughed at, with due speed — for, incre- 
dible as it may seem, they actually published their performance*, 
names and all, in the papers of J’hursday — so determined were 
they not to be deprived for a day longer of that gratification 
which some men benevolently feel in being the cause of merri- 
ment to their neighbours. 

We have marked the narrow escape which we had, and all 
Europe with us, of a general war — the fruit of our foreign 
minister’s restless meddling — for to him more than all others 
must be ascribed that condition of the Austrian affairs in Italy 
which made her requiring the aid of Russia necessary for her safety ; 
and a Russian campaign continuing a few months in Germany 
must have led to a general war. But surely if ever war was 
waged by Nations without the shadow of a ground — without any 
one semblance of a rational object — this would that war have 
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been. Europe woufd have been visited with the extreme calamity 
of war without the possibility of any one pretending that a single 
national interest or point of national honour was involved. No- 
thing, no, absolutely nothing but a mere name would have been 
the whole matter in dispute. The world* would have suffered 
countless ills, because the Hungarian nobles* desired to have a 
nominal independence, under which they might find some means 
of renewing and prolonging their iron rule over unhappy peasants, 
and the Poles desired to have a revenge on those who had taken 
away the name of their country — the consequence of which, if 
they achieved it thoroughly, must be a similar re-establishment of 
an outworn system of feudal oppression. No one pretends that 
Austria ever dreamt of taking away a representative government 
from the Hungarians. No one ever denied that they w^ere 
to have a Diet and to be governed as a distinct kingdom, parcel 
of the great Austrian monarchy. But they insisted on having the 
name of a separate monarchy — and the nobles insisted on having 
the continued domination over their fellow-subjects. 

The general outline which we have given of the late agitation 
shows, in a striking manner, the utter ignorance of all who bore a 
part in it, respecting every one of the several matters which en- 
tered into the argument, and which necessarily, in the eye of 
sense and reason, were decisive of the questions at issue. But 
the most extraordinary part of their whole hallucination was the 
pyebald mixture of extravagant doctrines concerning Peace with 
the constant and prevailing itch for War. Strange to t^ll, those 
who led this movement for Hungary, had been the leaders also 
of the movement against armies, navies, and ordnance — the 
unbending supporters of peace, at all hazards — but a few weeks 
before they became intoxicated with the beverage of Polish 
growth, an<l panted and bellowed for a breach with no matter 
how many Kaisers and Czars in favour of the liberal and 
enlightened Magyars. 

We arc now to note the strange antics which a delegation 
of these men went over to play in Paris in less than a little 
month after they had been making the welkin ring in London 
with invectives against Austria, offering up prayers for Hunga- 
rian rebellion, and threatening to destroy the great empire of the 
North. 

It seems that out of America have come, among other offsets 
of that rank soil, among Monnonites and St. Simonians, and 
Repudiators, a body of Peace-preachers, headed by one 
Elihu Burritt, and their grand fundamental doctrine is, that 
war is an evil to be eschewed — peace a blessing to be cherished ; 
but^ as the novelty of this creed is less remarkable than its 

truth 
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truth is self-evidentj and as its practical usefulness seems more 
than questionable, they add another tenet — that meetings, what 
they term Congressesy ouglit to be holden of various nations to 
profess the principles — the very commendable, primary principles 
of tlieir faith — the* principles, to wit, that crime is wrong, 
consequently the hrealcst of all crimes most wrong; that inno- 
cence is right, consequently the avoiding the greatest of crimes is 
very, very proper. This addition to their simple and salutary 
nostrum is as if a doctor were to recommend water as a whole- 
some thing to use, and when no one was much impressed with 
the depth of his discovery, were also to add a recommendation 
that meetings be held — VN'ater Congresses — for the jiurpose of 
])rofessing loudly, anxiously, eloquently, the attachment of all 
present to that Pindaric beverage. 

The place chosen for the last Peace Congress was Paris, 
of whose inhabitants, whatever other virtues may adorn them, 
it cannot very justly be predicated that they are in a peculiar 
degree the worshippers of peace — at all times and in all circum- 
stances indifferent to military glory — altogether as a people care- 
less of renown, dead to ambition, self-denying as to the measure 
ill which it shall be gratified — ‘or overscrupulous in the choice of 
the path to such gratification. The locality selected being tlie 
capital of the most ambitious and warlike people in Europe ; 
the lime chosen for this disjilay of peace-preaching, was equally 
judicious — for it was soon after the whole French nation had 
electedifor their ruler a person only known to them as hearing 
the name of one wdioin they universally idolized for his military 
genius, his having conquered half the civilized world, and led to 
destruction some millions of his subjects to gratify liis inordinate 
lust of dominion. Nor was even this all — the time chosen coin- 
cided also with warlike proceedings — instituted with the unani- 
mous consent, amidst the loud applause of all parties in Paris — 
almost all in France — jiroeecdings instituted merely for the 
purpose of showing that I'rance could still fight — and that to do 
something warlike she was resolved, whatever might be the 
pretext, or how useless soever might be the object sought. In 
such a place and at such a time our great Peace- Congress mtJt, 
and, as Parliament was not sitting in England nor the National 
Assembly in France, all men’s eyes were of course to be fixed 
upon its operations. 

The first thing which struck, and forcibly struck, all who 
attended to this proceeding, was that, after all the parade about 
a Congress of all Nations — with all the charms which invest the 
sweet name of Peace — with the entire freedom from other occu- 
pations which enabled any one so minded to attend a meeting 
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in a most accossible spot, at a most favourable season, and in a 
town full of other attractions — nay, with all the love of display 
which predominates in the French nation — not a sing^le French- 
man of name, weight, or inHuencc in politics, except one very 
eminent journalist — nor a single man besides ever heard of in 
society, except an eminent poet, could be prevailed upon to join 
this Congress! Such is the fact ; and it speaks volumes on the 
folly of preachinjy peace in a Congress at Paris. From other 
countries there was the same meagre altendancc. No one had ever 
heard before f)f Elihu out of the Old Testament. From Belgium 
one respectable, but little-known, person attended. Pnigland sent 
one or two worthy Quakers and also some three Members of 
Parliament, of whom two were positively unknown, and the third, 
Mr. Cobden.moiaj l emarkable for the praise bestowed on his ability 
than for that ability itself, well enough known as an agitator, but 
a professional agitator, who had fallen lately into general derision 
from his overweening vanity, and into sonu'thing still worse from 
his having consented to receive a large sum of money in reward 
of his services in l^arl lament — no creditable proceeding in any 
case, but least so when it leads to a susjncion that a man’s own 
affairs were in disorder before he took u]) the more gainful trade 
of disordering the alTairs of the nation. Our recent party history 
affords a ineniorable example of the consequences produced on 
a man’s influence bv leading a mendicant life. How much better 
had it been for Mr. O Connell to proclaim at once his insolvency, 
and live in honest poverty, if ho would not return to an industrious 
life ! Yet he was a man of real power over his countrymen, and of 
incomparably greater talents, as well as more eminent in every way, 
than Mr. Cobden, or a dozen Mr. Cobdens. VYc have, however, 
sltqipcd asicle from our comments on the Peace Congress to note 
the insignificance of those who bore a jiart in its proceedings : 
and as we pc^rceivc the h’rcnch press falls into the error of 
imagining the person whom we have last mentioned to be still a 
person of real weight and consideration in England, it was neces- 
sary to explain how this is the very reverse of the truth. 

VVe believe it may safely be affirmed that no failure was ever 
more cxnnplete than the one we are describing. A set of as dull 
harangues as ever were sjioken could only boast of M. Victor 
Hugo’s and M. Emile de Girardm’s as an exception to this cha- 
racter. Speeches uttered by them, on whatever topic, could 
hardly fail to show some striking qualities — and these, however 
little of wisdom they might display, were at least lively, eloquent, 
and attractive. In all the others the accounts from Pans are 
unanimous in recording the total want of either eloquence or 
argument; and M. Girardin has since retracted every word that 
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he said as to the propriety of reducing the armed force of the 
only country he knows much about — France, But in fact, the 
very meritorious Vaudeville^ appropriately placed at the head of 
our paper, affords the best possible commentary on the whole 
of this affair — and it clearly proves, by its unbounded success, 
the universal feciing with which the sages and their whole pro- 
cedure were contemplated by high and low among the acute 
Parisians. 

The Congress sat three days to hear proposals of absolute 
impossibilities as practical plans — long and laboured invectives 
against human vice and folly — chimerical notions of public policy 
fit to furnish out a new chapter in Swift’s Laputa. In truth we 
doubt if the witty Dean would not have been startled at a serious 
proposition to prevent war by prejiching peace, and to settle all 
disputes between nations by arbitration, and rejected it as too 
strong for even his irony. 

Now we must once for all affirm that not any of the Klihus 
and Cobdens themselves are more averse to all war than we are 
— and we will add that every one statesman and every one j>riiice 
in the world will cheerfully join in the same sentiment. All 
speak against it, because all must speak against the greatest crime 
which any one can commit. But then, when the occasion arises, 
the same persons who had assented freely to the peace doctrine 
tell you it is no fault of theirs if they make an excej)tu)n in 
this case, the case in hand, on the ground of self-defence; theie 
being hardly a second example of Frederick II.’s extreme candour, 
in telling the world that he invaded Silesia because it lay conve- 
nient to his dominions, and he had a fine army, a large treasure, 
and the ambition of a young king. But we are more honest than 
the princes we refer to, and declare our sentiments to be very 
heartdy and sincerely those of the Congress. Furthermore, we 
hate robbery, despise swindling, ami abhor murder. But then 
we cannot pretend to say that sermons could be safely substi- 
tuted for prosecutions, or that we have the least hope of putting 
down crimes by a Virtue-congress assembled to inculcate hatred 
of vice. Such meeting and lecturing may do some little good, and 
if it do not interfere with the more effectual operation of the Cri- 
minal Code, no one can object to it. But, if we saw such things 
operating on the minds of prosecutors and juries to make them 
distrust penal infliction, and rest their whole hopes upon preach- 
ing, we should hold them as cheap as we now hold the Paris 
Congress. 

To sum up its absurdities in a single sentence — Who is to enforce 
the decrees of the arbitrators ? A dispute arises between Austria 
and Sardinia. Arbitrators are appointed, or the standing Council 

of 



469 


Peace Agitators, 

of Arbitrators decrees against Austria. Supposing all chance of 
bias, of the bias impressed by conflicting national interests, 
were out of the question — supposing the judgments of the 
Arbitrators unimpeachably just in every case — (and who can 
make such a supposition without taking for granted a restora- 
tion of the Golden Age?) — still we ask how is the award to 
be enforced? What is to make Austria submit? The only 
answer which the Peace- preachers can possibly make to this 
obvious question is that she must be compelled to submit. Then 
wlio is to compel her ? The other powers represented in the 
Congress — and how? By what is proverbially and justly called 
the ultima ratio — force of arms. But who is to secure unani- 
mity ? and what chance is there of the minority yielding to 
the majority? Now the minority will of course take part with 
Austria, for whom they had given their judgment ; and this must 
inevitably lead to a general war. So that the admirable con- 
trivance of the Congress to ])revent all war is the conversion of a 
quarrel between two powers into a general war among all powers 
— of a ((uarrel vvhicdj, without the Court of Arbitration, might have 
been settled between the disputants, into a quarrel in which each, 
finding himself supported by many others, is sure not to give way. 
We question if the wiUof man ever yet invented a plan more 
certain to produce and extend the evils of war than this refined 
notion of the Peace Makers. Observe, all nations must be j)re- 
pared for war just as much as they now are ; because, if they are 
not, the ])arty against whom the decision is pronounced will 
utterly disregard the Congress. And then the mere existence 
of a place where all grievances may be discussed is sure, by the 
constant progress of human passions, to create grievances and 
foment quarrels. We leave the reader to imagine the endless 
scope for endless intrigue which this Convention of Arbitrators 
would afford to all the courts in the world, and the thousand 
chances which would thus be given to raise disputes that never 
could have had an existence in the ordinary and ancient course of 
poUtic.al affairs. 

13 ut then of course our Peace-doctors answer us by saying that 
all nations arc to become moderate and dispassionate in viewing 
their own interests ; that no power will ever dream of attempting 
anything which the Arbitration Court would not sanction ; that 
none will so much as imagine the possibility of unduly gaining over 
a majority of the Congress to their own side ; and that, as for half 
a million being applied, or even a million, to gaining votes for an 
interest worth an hundred millions, such a thing is out of the 
question, because all the five hundred members of the Congress 
are to be perfectly honest and incorruptible. And, no doubt. 
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the whole of this notable folly does rest on the assumption that 
animosity, and selfishness, and sordid love of "ain, and cruel dis- 
regard to human suffering, in short, that \ice of all kinds has for 
ever quitted the world, and that the reign of peace and exalted 
virtue has begun upon earth. Surely no more needs be said to 
prove the unutterable folly of this scheme. As for the Quakers, 
we greatly rcsjiect that sober Iwotlu rhood, and can (|uitc under- 
stand their adopting this speculation. They deny the lawfulness 
of all war, even for self-d(‘fence. They maintain that no force 
whatever is to be einjrloved for any purpose whatever, "i hey con- 
sider it a crime, na^, a sin, to seize pirates and slave-traders on the 
high seas. They deem it contrary to ridigion as well as morals to 
protect life and properly except b\ entreaty and by preaching. 
These amiable enthusiasts would perhajrs be jmzzled ter show' how^ 
a nation of Quakers could protect its rights or enforce its laws ; 
but, waning that not urgent topic of dcdiate. we admit that they 
incur no special re})r(>ach by joining in the jrreserit agitation. 
Tiiey say. Disband all your army, and sell all your navy and your 
stores; trusting to Providence, or to an improv(‘d feeling of man- 
kind, for preserving you from any attack. But Mr. ('obden only 
contends for reducing our military and naval establishment to 
what It was ten years ago — that is, mom than doul)l(» what it was 
just before the great revolutionary war: and how ho should join 
this absurdity is not quite so easy to imagin<‘ ; for, assuredly, 
allow'ing of such an establishment at all assumes that war ( annot 
be put down by any preachment or any Congress. 

\Vc have said that one evil of the present movement is its ju*e- 
venting other more rational and practical reforms in the unereour.se 
of nations. Some have asked why the Con^'ress did not apjdv 
their great minds to framing resolutions and delivering orations 
ai:ainst murder, forgery, and highway-robbery — and no doubt 
the leaving these flagrant evils untouched is a great oversight, 
and affords grave mailer of charge against our men of Eurojieari 
name and nuiown — our men who can make nearly as good 
speec lies in French as in English. We arc sure, too, that their 
success in that other attempt would liave been quite as consider- 
able as in this — that their Morality -movement would have borne 
fruit quite as early as tlieir Peacc-inoveinent : but we are now 
regarding matters of foreign or international policy'. We view 
the Colidens, the I*lwarts, the Elilius, the Hindleys, not as the 
salt of the earth merely, but as the chosen representatives of na- 
tions — nay of all nations — the Solons of the species, the law- 
givers for mankind — the orators of the human race — as so many 
Anacharsis Clools’s assembled to settle the affairs of the whole 
earth — if« indeed^ the great man who can crush the Russian 
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empire with his voice, as he crumples a piece of paper, may not 
also project a threat to the moon to prevent that ‘ refulgent lamp 
of night ’ from ever withdrawing from us the benefit of her mild 
and useful beams. Therefore it is of the omission to deal with 
great obstructions in the intercourse of nations that we complain ; 
and we feel assured that this silly Peace-movement has been 
prejudicial in preventing such efforts as might really have tended 
to a practical and useful object. 

No one who has been accustomed to read the Quarterly Re- 
view will expect in the pages of this journal a panegyric on free 
trade ; but our own consistency leads us to look for a little of a like 
(piality among others, and we feel that something might have been 
anticipated from the sage Cobdens and llindleys, the eloquent 
liwarts, towards (djtalning that reci])rocily abroad which they so 
confidently told us woulil meet our Corn Law repeal; and to be 
sure, a fitting oec asicm was furnished for preaching their economical 
doctrines to h'ranci;. Especially as, doubtless, universal repeal of 
restraints u})on cMinmerce would have a tendency to make war less 
lik(*ly, we might have reasonably expected such dogmas to be 
ventdated at a grand Peace Congress. Put no such thing. Our 
sages in counc il absemhled — thc^se conscript fathers of the human 
race — seem to have dreaded the approaching near to any topic so 
liable to be (‘onsidered within the scope of practical minds. 
They kept to safe generalities, which could lead to no results, 
and were secure Irom all dispute; and thus, among other conse- 
quences, ran no risk of the hisses which we verily think Free- 
Trade lectures would have been greeted with at Paris, as they 
arc at all English meetings not convoked by ticket. 

But another iiiatlcr would really have been of some importance 
towards remedying a great practical evil which now' afflicts society ; 
and while men hew ildcr themselves in such vague generalities as 
alone filled the iiioulhs and the cars of the late assembly at Paris, 
we can expect no effort to be made for the purpose of removing 
that evil. We allude to the scandalous state of the international 
law respecting debts and crimes. While the Continent is open 
to us — while each European state is separated from its neighbour 
only by a strait, a river, a mountain, or an imaginary line — no 
Creditor can have the benefit of any judgment he may obtain 
against his debtor— no prosecutor can obtain the punishment of 
the criminal whom he has brought to trial and conviction. It 
was lately stated in Parliament that a sentence of the Court of 
Chancery, affirmed upon appeal by the House of Lords, and vesting 
in a respectable person the right to receive 50,000/. of which a 
knave had defrauded bis family, became utterly valueless because 
the party went abroad with all his funds, and, after eluding all 

pursuit, 



J72 


Peace Agitators. 


pursuit, died, leaving^ the property to his mistress. No law 
existed by which redress could be obtained in this grievous case. 
So, had the Bermondsey couple, who have just been arrested while 
attempting to escape, been fortunate enough to reach other shores 
than our own, it would have been wholly impossible to bring them 
to trial — if they '^nly avoided going to the one or two states with 
which we have treaties of mutual surrender. But these treaties 
are next tiling to inoperative, owing to the different laws of dif- 
ferent countries ; and they only are meant to embrace three 
offences — murder, forgery, and fraudulent bankrujitcy. 'I'he 
worthy bill-broker who favoured the wise men in congress assem- 
bled with his views of war, and who asserted of his own know- 
ledge that most of the great Slates are at this moment bankru])t, 
must surely have assented to a proposition for making it no 
longer possible that one debtor (say his own debtor), or one felon 
(say a forger upon Messrs. Gurney and Overend), should, by 
removing half a day’s journey from the scene of his extravagance 
or his fraud, escape all legal process, whether to compel rc'stitu- 
tion of borrowed money, or to inllict punishment for offenccjs. 
In truth the European nations can hardly pretend to be termed 
civilized, or be said to live under a regular system of law, as long 
as this crjing evil is suffered to deform society. It amounts to a 
repeal of all law ; and leaves to each party, whether in a civil or 
a criminal suit, the option of cither submitting to the laws of his 
country or defying them. How much more rational had it been 
for our delegates to enlighten the world by pointing out this 
grievous abuse — to disseminate useful information respecting its 
operation — and to seek by united remonstrances with all govern- 
ments the only effectual reincdjfcin a general treaty for surren- 
der of parties, with due provisions and guards against abuse. 
But then such a course would not have furnished due scope for 
tiresome, trashy, trumpery spcecdics on matters that all arc agreed 
about, and tlic effusion of commonplaces, repeated iweekly oaid 
daily ever since the great Deluge, and rcj)catc<l in vain. 

We conceive it to be a further practical evil resulting from the 
Congress, that if its labours have any effect beyond disturbing the 
gravity of such ns read their records, tlicy must operate injuriously 
in preventing the public opinion from being pointed, for praise or 
for blame, towards meritorious or mischievous conduct in tlie rulers 
of the world. If a great public crime is committed — like ihe in- 
vasion of Lombardy by Charles Albert, or the attacks on Spain or 
Germany by Napoleon, or on Mexico by the Americans, or the 
partition of Poland — (now become matter of history — as merely so, 
in fact, as the overthrow of the Byzantine empire by the Turks)— 
the reprobation wbicb» in a wholesome state of the public feelings, 
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should forthwith be lavished on the wrongdoer, is at once repressed 
by the men of Congress, and lavished upon human nature in 
general. ‘ Oh/ say they, ‘ all war is bad, and all equally bad/ 
Of course there can be no line drawn, no distinctions made, no 
exceptions allowed to the general and inflexible rule. Is a nation 
attacked in its territory, or in its honour — more to be kept invio- 
late than any territorial dominion? No sympathy for its gallant 
resistance, ^ because,’ says the bill-broker, " 1 abominate all war, 
and cannot allow any people to defend themselves by the sword/ 
Thus all distinctions of right and wrong arc confounded and lost 
in this senseless cry for settling every dispute by peaceable means. 
We dare venture to predict that if the American repudiators suc- 
cc?ed — in spite of the well-metant but impotent proclamation of 
their feeble Government — in fitting out a marauding expedition 
to take Cuba, we shall, as an answer to all complaints from other 
countries, re(*eive an immediate reference to the Elihus of the 
Paris Congress, and be told, that no doubt it was wrong, nay, very 
wrong, but that all war is equally wrong, and that such profligate 
proceedings are the inevitable consequence of nations entertaining 
armies and navies, and settling their disj)utes by the sword. 

We have little room left for stating what ought to be the general 
principles for governing the relations of civilized countries ; but 
their enunciation will occupy a small space, and we add it, care- 
less how much offence it may give to our wise and temperate 
Palmerstons, our ripely informed Dudley Stuarts, and our all- 
authoritative ^ Richard Cobdens/ 

We hold it to be clear, then, both in point of honesty and policy, 
that the only true course for England to take is to abide religiously 
by the faith of treaties ; thaC each succeeding ministry should 
consider itself as much a party to the solemn covenants entered 
into by its predecessors as if its own seals were affixed to the 
bond. — Next, we conceive it to be almost as much an act of 
justice, and quite as much a wise course of policy, to abide by the 
ancient and well -recognised relations of alliance which bind us to 
certain powers, with whom we have in a long course of ages 
shared the fortunes of peace and war ; not to court ephemeral 
popularity by paying our court to other powers — their avowed 
adversaries. — Again, and above all, wc regard it to be the very 
height of both injustice and impolicy, in any country, but most 
especially in one composed of above a dozen different dominions, 
and peopled by as many separate races, to scrutinize the titles of 
other powers to their various provinces ; seeking in their origin 
for flaws in these titles, and setting up a new-fangled doctrine of 
^ nationality’ to the utter disturbance not only of practical arrange- 
ments, but often also of the best historical associations. The in- 
voJL. Lxxxv. NO. CLxXf. 2 1 tercst 
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terest of all Europe is to prevent changes, to maintain peace. No 
other intelligible rule can by possibility be laid down, except that 
the state of actual possession must be regarded, and every one be 
treated as a wrong-doer who would attempt to shake it. Thus 
the Treaty of Viei\pa may have been well or ill framed ; the distri- 
bution of poww thereby made may have been a wise and a just 
one, or the reverse. It signifies not. — That is the law of Europe ; 
that is the system which all are bound to maintain who were 
parties to the treaty — bound in good faith as well as in policy ; 
but that is the system which even they who were no parties to its 
establishment in 1815 arc by every rule of policy bound to main- 
tain, because it is established ; because it has, for more than the 
third part of a century, been the rule uniformly follow’ed ; and 
because even a faulty system of territorial arrangement, once 
settled, and for a length of time acted upon, is infinitely more 
advantageous to the world at large than pulling the fabric to 
pieces and trying to construct a new one. As in civil society the 
existing state of property is alone to be regarded, and for the 
benefit of all is to be firmly upheld, with the severest penalties 
to those who would commit any aggression on any part of it ; to 
be upheld too merely because it exists, without regard to the 
violence or the fraud in which possibly at some remote date it 
had its origin ; — so is the established distribution of dominion to 
be hel.d sacred — and, for the benefit of each and of all, to be 
religiously guarded against all innovation, all attack. This is the 
true, the plain, the intelligible principle which alone can safely 
govern the conduct and guide the opinions of nations. It is 
the principle for which our Marlboroughs and our W ellingtons 
fought, for which our Chathams spoke, for which our Godolphins 
counselled, for which our Williams both counselled and fought. 
It is the true rule both of policy and of justice ; and as long as 
nations are resolved to uphold it, and prepared to punish all who 
rebel against it, so long will the dominion of states be secure from 
overthrow, and the best protection be afforded for the weak against 
the strong — ay, and the most effectual guarantee be established of 
the general peace, the strongest barrier be raised against war; 
while the impotent efforts of ridiculous Congresses fail to produce 
any one effect except that of making their members pitied or 
laughed at, according as any one Who reads their effusions may be 
more or less charitably inclined, more or less endued with patience 
for human folly. 
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pursuits of natural history possess a various and multi- 
form interest. When followed out in their strictly scientific 
character by such men as Cuvier, or our own Professor Owen, 
they present us with remarkable generalizations which not only 
exhibit the clearest marks of design and plan upon which the 
whole world of animated being has been constructed, but throw 
ever and anon remarkable light upon some of the greatest intri- 
cacies of our own organic construction. The discovery that the 
lower manifestations of animal life are forms through which the 
higher animals pass, throws a new light upon the conditions 
under which those higher animals exist in those preparatory 
stages in whicli it is often singularly difficult to explore the 
secrets of their being. But there are many other advantages 
which wait upon the study of natural history for those who cannot 
follow it to these scientific heights. No innocent pursuit which 
possesses sufficient interest to engage the attention, and so to 
sharpen the faculties and enlarge the mind, will ever be con- 
temned by the true philosopher. And this pursuit, specially, 
exercises some, and those very important faculties. A good 
practiral naturalist must be a good observer ; and how many 
qualities are required to make up a good observer ! Attention, 
patience, quickness to seize separate facts, discrimination to keep 
them unctinfused, readiness to combine them, and rapidity and 
yet slowness of induction; above all, perfect fidelity, which can be 
seduced neither by the enticements of a favourite theory, nor by 
the temptation to see a little more than actually happens in some 
passing drama. But besides these advantages which it shares 
with many other pursuits, natural history has some which are 
peculiarly its own. Whatever tends to attach man to the works 
and manifestations of God in the natural world around us, 
addresses itself to higher faculties than those which reside merely 
in the understanding. 

We are not indeed of those who have any very strong faith in 
mere rustic innocence — men’s passions are just as strong, and arc 
often even coarser in their manifestation amongst an ignorant 
rustic population than they are amongst those inhabitants of our 
towns whom mere sentiment would condemn to an almost hope- 
less degradation. But then these rustics are exactly those whose 
eyes arc most sealed to the beauties and the marvels amidst which 
they daily walk. ^ Amongst the Spitalfields weavers, many of 
whom are great bird-fanciers, and many more amongst our best 
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practical entomologists, there is probably far more apprecia- 
tion of the beauties of the country which they rarely visit, and 
of the wonders of animal life, with which they can only now and 
then come into actual contact in the ramble of a summer holiday, 
than is to be found amidst the rustic population of our ten thousand 
parishes. It is amongst these then, and not amongst those who 
neglect the riches in the midst of which they live, that the real 
effects of these pursuits are to be traced ; and no one we think 
can entertain a doubt as to what are their effects who has seen 
amongst these very weavers the softening, harmonizing, and ele- 
vating tendencies of such tastes amidst the many depressing acci- 
dents of their life of toil. And there are very many amongst 
ourselves for whom we should specially prescribe the cultivation 
of such pursuits as these. Tlierc are not a few causes in operation 
in the present day which tend to wean our gentry from a country 
life. "J^he personal importance which the possession of land 
formerly conferred is already much impaired, and probably will 
be still more lessened as estates arc divided and wealth dif- 
fused. Our modern improvements in agriculture, reducing as 
they must the business of cultivating the sod more and more to the 
ordinary laws which govern manufactures, tend to diminish the 
natural beauty of the country, and to break in upon some or 
other of the pleasures of its possessors. It is not merely that 
some of these are attacked directly, but even more, that many 
of them are rendered accidentally impossible. It is not only 
that at the prayer of tenant-farmers acts of Parliament are framed, 
which inexorably decree the extermination of fourfooted game, 
but that the march of improvement incidentally destroys or 
banishes other and harmless tribes of animal life, which have 
formed heretofore the instruments of country amusement. How 
imperceptibly and unintentionally this may be brought about, 
may be illustrated by the fact of the annual diminution — now 
stated without doubt by some of our most accurate ornithological 
observers — in the numbers of our swallows {Ilirundo rustiea) 
and martins {Hirundo urbica), and which seems to be caused 
by the great diminution already created in their favourite food of 
the Tipulidro and ephemeral flies by the draining of our wet 
and marshy lands. For it is evident thkt the same causes must 
be producing the same effects upon our snipes and all our tribes 
of wading and swimming birds; whilst other causes of a like kind 
must be reducing the number of our really wild Tetraonidce — 
causes which have already once exterminated (what the spirited 
efforts of Lord Breadalbano promise to restore) our indigenous 
Capercailzie {Tetrao uro-gallus), and our great bustard {Otis 
tarda). Such, we say, must be more or less the progress of events ; 
for by all, or almost all our leading men in the science of agricul- 
ture, 
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ture, the hedge limber of England is doomed : — very many of its 
woods are to be grubbed, its downs broken up, its marshes drained, 
and with some of these changes, however on the whole beneficial, 
must disappear much sylvan beauty and many sylvan sports. And 
all this must have an immediate effect upon the attractiveness of 
country life. There can scarcely be a wider difference than that 
which exists between the feelings towards his estate of the lord of 
the soil, whose pleasures, occupations and pursuits are all, in some 
way or other, connected with its possession, and his who sees in 
his highly cultivated acres nothing more than a productive invest- 
ment of a certain amount of capital. We are ourselves great 
admirers of the sweet sim})li< ity of the Three per Cents ; but it i$ 
impossible to feel any special affection to the Scrip which conveys 
or attests their ownership — and very little more can be felt towards 
landed proj)erty which has no other quality than that (first and 
greatest, as we freely admit it to be) of paying with a sweet sim- 
j)licity its annual rent. Such an owner may well say when he 
visits his estates, " Went to-day upon my own land — very much 
like every body else’s land.’ 

Now as we hold it to be a matter of great national concern to 
keep alive as far as possible that warm affection for ^country life 
which has from time immemorial distinguished our nobility and 
gentry, we should rejoice in the prevalence of any tastes or pursuits 
which tended in any way to add to and prolong its attractions. 
And amongst these we should give a high place to natural history. 
Nor is there any other branch of natural history for the study of 
which we in England have such facilities as for the peculiar branch 
of ornithology. With the exception of the insect tribes, which, 
from their diminutive size and from many associations connected 
with them, are little likely (even though Messrs. Kirby and Spence 
have written their history) to be general objects of interest, the 
list of the English fauna is remarkably scanty, except amongst the 
birds. Civilization has long since extirpated all our larger wild 
quadrupeds. Few indeed of any size are left to us. An occasional 
badger and otter, foxes, hares, rabbits, squirrels, stoats, weasels, 
mice, and rats (and even amongst them the great grey, or, as our 
friend Mr. Waterton insists on calling him, the Hanoverian rat, 
has all but eaten up the old black rat of England*) — these nearly 
complete our catalogue ; so that the naturalist who was restricted 
to our fourfooted creatures would have to complain with Edgar, 

‘ That mice and rats, and such small deer, 

Have been Tom’s food for seven long year.’ 

But this is not the case with our birds. They in numerous 
families are still rejoicing in their liberty around us, whilst occa- 


* A few old Blacks (whom Squire Western would have stuck to, had be been 
living ill these degenerate Wliig days) still survive ; but they are a feeble folk. 
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slonal stragg^lers visit us from the British tribes of other and more 
richly furnished countries. . Our migratory birds come to us 
every year from Africa : our own familiar raven may be met with 
not only throughout Europe, i)Ut croaks as gravely as with our- 
selves on the shores of the Black and Caspian seas ; visits our 
Indian metropolis of Calcutta, forces its way over the guarded 
shores of Japan, dwells amongst our busy descendants in America, 
ranges from Mount /Etna to the Iceland cold of Hccla, and 
braves the rigour of the Arctic regions as far as Melville’s Island. 

The powers of motion, moreover, possessed by birds, causing 
them to circulate far more widely and freely over the earth than 
other animals, give us the additional interest of detecting from 
time to time the presence of rare sojourners who commonly 
haunt warmer climates or colder latitudes. Add to this that all 
the accidents of birds arc pleasing : their appearance ; their voice, 
from the rich melody of our warblers to the laughing taunt of the 
gull or the solemn hooting of the owl ; their habits, from the 
domestic familiarity of the robin to the wild soar of the Fal- 
conidse, — all tend to secure for birds an interest and regard 
which is shared with them by few of the quadrupeds. 

No branch, therefore, of natural history seems to us so likely 
to engage followers amongst ourselves as ornithology ; for its 
materials are everywhere present and always attractive in cha- 
racter. Nor is the possession of such tastes a small gain to their 
possessor. Objects of new interest surround on every side the 
opened eye of the naturalist, and give a fresh zest to his former 
pursuits. When once these tastes have been createtl, those who 
from not being sportsmen were almost without interest in our 
natural fauna, find every copse and down peopled with living 
objects of interest; whilst he who heretofore has been a mere 
sportsman finds new attractions which increase his love of Nature. 
Of old time, indeed, amongst the English lovers of field-sports have 
ever been found those who have been led on to love those tribes 
of creatures whose presence and whose song peoples and gladdens 
the brake and forest. It is a beautiful touch in the ballad of 
* Robin Hoed’ which represents the gentle outlaw as surrounded 
by these natural minstrels : — 

^ The woodwele sang and would not cease, 

Sitting upon the spray, 

So loud, he wakened Robin Hood 
In the greenwood where he lay.’* 


* There is stil] dispute what the woodwele was: some say a species of thrush, otlicrs 
the woodlark. The bird figures in a pretty verse of True Thomas : — 

* I heard the jay and the throstell, 

The mavis menyd in her song : 

The wodeweleber yd os a bell, 

1'hat the wode aboute me ronge.’ 


Even 



Knox’^ Ornithological Rambles in Sussex, 479 

Even as Spenser writes of one of his heroes : — 

‘ Now whenas Calepine was waxen strong-, 

Upon a day he cast abroad to wend, 

To take the air, and hear the thrush’s song.* 

But there are still too many sportsmen who need to have their 
slumbering senses aroused and to be taught the interest they 
might find in such a converse with Nature. 

Such an one is not Mr. Knox, lie is manifestly a sports- 
man^ and a keen one. He has followed the * eagle and the 
grouse on the dark^ misty mountains and rock-bound coast of 
Mayo ’ (p. 2) ; and on the flat shores of wesfern Sussex ' often 
during the Siberian winter of 1838, when a whole gale^ as 
the sailors have it, has been blowing from the north-east/ he 
might be found ^ sheltered behind a hillock of sea- weed with his 
long duck-gun and a trusty double, or half buried in a hole on 
the sand, watching the legions of waterfowl as they neared the 
shore and dropped distrustfully amongst the breakers’ — See. 
(p. 9); yet whilst others have longed with impatient fretfulness 
for the commencement of their sport, chiding at the long delays 
of reluctant reynard, or brooding sadly over the treachery of 
public men and the low price of corn, he has found a philosophic 
interest in ‘ carefully watching for a very scarce bird (the Meli- 
zopkilus Dartfordiensis) whilst the fox- hounds have been drawing 
the great gorse covers.’ 

Already our readers perceive that wc are introducing to them 
a genuine enthusiast. In truth, though written by a man whose 
profession and habits differ in many resj>ects from his, the volume 
continually reminds us of our old delight. White of Selborne. 
Like White, Mr. Kngx is a scholar bred at Oxford, and like 
White he is a close observer of nature, who jots down what he 
sees in his own neighbourhood or excursions from mere love to 
that of which he writes, and not to make a book. His volume 
has sprung from a set of letters written to a friend with tastes and 
occupations which were like his own. It is one great advantage 
of such local works that they are invested with a l^ing reality 
which mere general works of science cannot possess. We walk 
with White through his favourite woods, and listen with him in the 
dewy evening to the distant owls, ‘ all of which/ according to his 
friend, ‘ are hooting in B flat.’ Mr. Knox carries us in the same 
way with him through Sussex. The peculiarities and remarkable 
variations of this county, with all of which Mr. Knox is thoroughly 
familiar, make it an excellent district for ornithological ob- 
servation. Throughout its whole extent of 76 miles it stretches 
along the sea-coast, indented at its western extremity into deep 
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bays, which from their narrow and shallow months run almost 
into salt-water lakes, on the flat shores of which slumber 
rather aguish hamlets, looking in the distance like Dutch 
villages. These, throughout the winter especially, are visited 
by numerous tribes of wading and swimming birds, amongst 
which are not seldom to be found the rarer visitants of our 
island. Here, if he will be content to watch, and sometimes 
to wade for them, the patient duck-hunter or naturalist may 
see sights which shall at least faintly remind him of the 
grand lines in which are pictured what may to the letter be seen 
at this day in some of the great plains near Erzerum, where the 
traveller looks down upon a valley positively crimsoned in its 
whole extent by the millions of birds of the richest plumage which 
are congregated on its flats : — 

wQ opviOiJV TreTsyvioy tOrea TroXXa, 

XTji'uii' rj yepai'wy^ i) k'VKy(jjy ^o\i\o^Ftpcjy, 

'Afjitp ty XeifjLuiyL Kuvarrpov u/i^i phOpUy 

Ej'0a yai eyOa 7r£ru>yTai ayaWofieyai TrTepvyFtrat^ 

KXayyrfCov TrpoyaOi^oyrtjy^ anapayti it re Xtifxwy, 

Of the vast multitude in which even on our own shores birds 
of this family congregate together, our readers may form some 
idea when we mention that we heard recently of one discharge of 
a large duck-gun killing 140 dozen of the species called stints. 

To the east the coast rises into the high precipices of the 
range of Beachy Head, still the favourite haunt not only of 
guillemots, razor-bills, auks, gulls, and ravens, but even of that 
noble falcon the Peregrine, whose tutored instincts furnished so 
large a share of the amusements of our ancestors. Leaving the 
immediate sea-board, there succeeds a low tract of rich land 
between the sea and the South Downs, wlitch, before and after the 
annual migrations of various species, harbours vast flights of our 
different birds of passage. Mr. Knox maintains that these mi- 
grations are not confined to those birds which from their insec- 
tivorous habits are commonly reputed birds of passage, but extend 
very widely junongst the conirostral tribes also, including the gold- 
finches, linnets, and grosbeaks. The arrival of our vernal visitors 
is thus described : — 

‘ On fine dry days in March I have frequently seen pied wagtails 
approaching the coast, aided by a gentle breeze from the south, the 
well-known call-note being distinctly audible under such favourable 
circumstances from a considerable distance at sea, even long before 
the birds themselves could be perceived. The fields in the immediate 
neighbourhood, where but a short time before scarcely an individual 
was to be found, are soon tenanted by numbers of this species, and for 
several days they continue dropping on the beach in small parties/^ 

p. 81, 82. 


Of 
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Of the departure of these winged hordes Mr. Knox says — 

‘ About the beginning of September, an early riser ’ — 

We hope our readers will notice what we believe to be specially 
true, that all good observers must be early at their post — 

‘ visiting the fields in the neighbourhood of the coast may observe them 
flying invariably from west to e^t, parallel to the shore, and following 
caeli other in constant succession. These flights continue from day- 
light until about ten in the forenoon ; and it is a remarkable fact that 
so steadily do they pursue this course, and so pertinacious are they in 
adhering to it, that even a shot fired at an advancing party, and the 
death of more than one individual, have failed to induce the remainder 
to fly in a different direction ; for, after oj^ening to the right and left^ 
tlieir ranks liave again closed, and tlie progress towards the east has 
been resumed as before.* 

It is not difllcult to surmise the reason of this proceeding. To 
compare great things with small, long before the lines were laid 
for the direct conveyance of our countrymen by the shortest 
transit into France, this annual string of warblers, under the 
guidance of unerring instinct, and without any such long deflec- 
tions from the straight course as we groan under and pay for, was 
making for that s])ot upon our coasts whence the transit of the 
Channel could he accomplished with the shortest flight and least 
interruption from the cliffs of Dover. 

It is a singular fact, for which no solution is offered, that the 
course of the larks who frerjuent these same fields at the same 
period of migration is the exact opposite of the warblers. The 
larks fly uniformly from east to west, and in numbers sufficient 
to give rise to a so- named ‘sport/ tow^ards which a strange pecu- 
liarity of the birds themselves contributes. Mr. Knox thus de- 
scribes the custom : — 

^ A piece of w ood about a foot and a half long, four inches deep, and 
three inches wide, is planed off on tw'o sides .... in the sloping sides 
are set several bits of looking-glass. A long iron spindle, the lower 
end of which is sharp and fixed in the ground, passes freely through the 
centre ; on this the instrument turns, and even spins rapidly when a 
string is pulled by the performer, who generally stands at a distance of 
fifteen or twenty yards from the decoy. Tht reflection of the sun’s rays 
from these little revolving mirrors seems to possess a mysterious attrac- 
tion for the larks, for they descend in great numbers from a consider- 
able height in the air, hover over the spot, and suffer themselves to be 
shot at repeatedly without attempting to leave the field or to continue 
their course.’ 

It were well if creatures of a higher organization than larks 
would take warning by their example, and beware lest the charms 
of such sparkling gewgaws of the earth should draw them down 
from the higher flights appointed for them. What tragic voices 

might 
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might be heard hy the students of * Emblems ’ in such a narrative 
as this ! — 

‘ To any one witnessing it for the first time the spectacle is sufficiently 
curious. Perhaps at this moment the shooters, having all reloaded, are 
awaiting the approach of the next detachment ; presently a voice ex- 
claims, “ Here they are, look out !” and a cluster of dark specks be- 
comes visible at a great distance. In a few moments he perceives that this 
is a flock of larks.’ . . . . ‘ Four or five parties occupy one field, and 
as many shooters are attached to one lark -glass ; but notwithstanding 
the crowed and the noise of voices, mingled with the continued roar of 
guns, the infatuated birds advance stupidly to them, hover in numbers 
over the decoy, and present the easiest possible mark to the veriest tyro 
that ever pulled a trigger.’ — pp. 128, 129. 

Above this rich district rises the range of the South Downs, fre- 
quented by their peculiar winged inhabitants, among which abound 
the well-known wdieatear (Saxicola amanthc), and at certain seasons 
that most graceful of the English hawks, the kestrel {Falco 
timiunculus) . Few parts of England afford greater beauties than 
this tract of country. The softest aerial lights, ever changing from 
morning till evening, mellow the wide expanse of the open downs 
on which the sea breezes of the Channel seem to come forth to 
sun and dry themselves ; whilst at every turn hollow combes run 
gracefully up from the deep valleys, with the velvet lawns of their 
bottoms and sides tufted by the ash, the beech, or the feathery 
juniper, or sometimes shaded by the soft dark verdure of ancient 
yew-trees, whose venerable trunks confirm the tradition which 
assigns their planting to the age and religious rites of our Druid 
forefathers. Over these may be seen poised in the air belovv you 
the graceful form of the kestrel, or windhover hawk, as it prepares 
to dart upon tiie mice or larger insects which its keen eye detects 
amongst the herbage. The northern, and occasionally, as in the 
case of Charlton Forest, the southern side of these downs is often 
clothed with large woodland tracts, where the tapping blow and 
wild laugh of the woodpecker is never long unheard, and where 
the honey-buzzard and larger species of falconidae may be detected 
by the curious. To this succeeds a band of sandstone hills capped 
often (as at Parham with its heronry, for a graphical and highly 
entertaining account of which we must refer our readers to Mr. 
Knoxes pages) with woods of Scotch spruce and silver fir, all shel- 
tering their peculiar winged visitors. These sand-hills finally sub- 
side into the great valley, where, it seems, so long ago as in the 
days of Drayton, * the daughters of the mighty Weald — 

^ Foreseeing their decay each hour so fast come on, 

Under the axe’s stroke fetch’d many a grievous groan 
but where still happily the oak7tree flourishes in numbers and to 
an extent which, when viewed from any eminence, may well remind 

us 
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us of the ancient forests of ^ merry Eng^land.’ Nothing can exceed 
the sweetness and abundance of the song of the nightingales 
amidst the brakes of these oak-woods in the early summer. From 
every bush and every streamlet side are poured forth the bursts 
of their music, whilst the whole family of warblers complete the 
chorus. It is the absolute fulfilment of Spenser’s hardly less 
melodious description : — 

‘ But the small birds, in their wide boughs einbow’ring, 
Chaunted their sundry tones with sweet contejit ; 

And under them a silver stream, forth pouring 
Ilis trickling streams, a gentle inunnur sent.* 

In these various localities may be found specimens of almost all 
our remaining native birds. Of the indigenous species, it is true, 
as we have said above, that some have disapjieared, and others are 
disappearing; yet though we lack a multitude of species in which 
the richer fauna of other countries abounds, wc still have enough to 
trace the wonderful gradations of structure by which, ' in nature 
which has no gap,* family passes into family throughout the world 
of organized being. Perhaps one of the most beautiful instances of 
this transition may be found in the passage from the falconidae to 
the strigidaj, which may be observed amongst our own birds. From 
the proper falcons, which fly only by day, and obtain their food by 
the rapidity and boldness of their assaults, we are led imperceptibly 
to a class of birds organized, as at first sight it would seem, 
entirely like the true falcons, and actually classed heretofore with 
them, but which, when closely examined, are found to have a softer 
plumage and the traces of that peculiar arrangement of the feathers 
of the neck and head, which is so well known by all in its full 
development in the owl, and which gives to those birds the appear- 
ance of wearing a ruff- set around the face. The object of this 
arrangement of the feathers, which is called by naturalists ‘ the 
facial disk,’ is very difficult to determine. It may be connected 
with the auditory apparatus which is so essential to and so large in 
these noiselessly moving nocturnal birds. In the first divisions of 
the owl family this arrangement is still incomplete, reaching only 
half round the eye, till in the type of that genus, our ^n barn- 
owl, it becomes fully developed. The same arrangement is dis- 
tinctly traceable in the Circi, or harriers, four of which are found 
amongst the birds of England. A close observation of their habits 
reveals another difference between them and the true falcons. 
Instead of pursuing their quarry in the broadest daylight, they are 
seen to skim in the evening over the dewy fields, and to secure 
their prey by that stealthy nolselesspess of their flight which the 
exceeding softness of their plumage renders possible. A still 
closer examination shows us that in their anatomical proportions 
and atrangements^ as in their habits, the barriers have approached 

almost 
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almost as near to the neighbouring family of the owls as to that 
of the falcons, from which they arc departing. This transition of 
one family into another is made yet more remarkable by the exist- 
ence of an owl (the hawk-owl, Sumia funerca), which in manner 
and appearance closely resembles the j)rcceding family, having 
in shape and flight a distinctly falconinc character, and pursuing 
its prey almost entirely in the daytime. By such nice distinc- 
tions are the cognate families of nature at once approximated and 
divided. 

It is to the vulgar neglect of such niceties as these that much 
of the needless destruction of our indigenous fauna is due. For 
though we may hope (hat there arc not left many gamekeepers 
who, like one met \^ilh by Mr. Knox, kill that well-known and 
welcome harbinger of summer the insectivorous cuckoo, because 
in autumn he changes his bill and claws and becomes a hawk — 
(an error old enough to have been refuted by Aristotle) — yet 
there arc still many useful and many harmless members of our 
scanty list of bir<ls which are habitually doomed to an equally 
unmerited slaughter. Against these ignorant enemies of our 
feathered tribes Mr. Knox continually protests, giving up to un- 
pitied destruction the fierce and rapacious sparrow-hawk (whom 
Mr. Urquhart would consider the very Lord Palmerston of our 
woods), but fighting the battles of kestrels, honey-buzzards, 
ravens, and others with a zeal and an acuteness by which we 
hope he may, before more of our indigenous species arc abso- 
lutely rooted out, make many converts amongst the owners of 
our soil, with whose protectionist habits such a guardianship of 
our native birds would most a])tly harmonize. What is to be 
destroyed is now too often left to be settled by the tender mercies 
of the gamekeeper, whose first impression is that all strange 
birds ' destroy the game.’ W’^hen this error is supported by the 
undoubted fact that sonic birds closely allied to those for whom 
wc plead do destroy vast quantities of game, the escape of the 
innocent from such a tribunal is as impossible as it was for a 
suspected witch to avoid drowning when her innocence could 
only be fiscertained (and even then doubtfully, because her 
familiar might have forsaken her) by her actually dying. The 
case of the kestrel or windhover hawk, one of the most beau- 
tiful of our natives, is exactly in point. 'ITie food of this bird 
is grasshoppers, mice, and such other small game, and nothing 
but absolute want will lead it to feed upon birds. It is a 
highly usefuf and perfectly harmless member of winged society, 
but it bears tbe sins of the sparrowhawk, that unpitying slaugh- 
terer of its weaker brethren. What devastation the sparrowhawk 
will work in a game preserve, in the breeding season especially, 
may be learned from the experience of our author, whose 

keeper 
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keeper found in one nest fifteen young pheasants, four young 
partridges, five chickens, a bullfinch, two meadow pipits, and two 
larks, all in a fresh state. The well-known story of a man who, 
in a time of scarcity, maintained his family for weeks by robbing 
the larder of a hawk, the nest of which he had discovered, is 
quite consistent with this abundance of spoil. Mr. Knox does not 
mention, what we believe would have been found to be the case, 
that in every instance the legs of the victims are broken by their 
practised capturers. Now we think it would not be reasonable to 
expect any ordinary gamekeeper with such facts before his eyes to 
spare birds which, whilst their habits are altogether different, are 
yet so like the offending species that it requires some knowledge 
of natural history to distinguish between their respective female 
birds. How slowly such long- established prejudices yield, we 
may learn even froin^the great propounder of the sole value in 
natural history of induction from well-proved facts. For Lord 
Bacon himself spoke of ' the birds of paradise that they have in 
the Indies that have no feet, and therefore they never light upon 
any place but the wind carries them away.' * That great philo- 
sopher also found ^ the cause that birds arc of swifter motion 
than beasts,’ not in the strength of their muscles, the projecting 
processes of their bones, and the marvellous provisions for their 
specific lightness, .but in ^ the greater proportion of their spirits 
in comparison of the bulk of their bodies than in beasts.’ f And 
again, speaking slightingly of the true cause why birds alone can 
imitate the human voice, the strength, namely, and peculiar variety 
of the muscles of the throat, he accounts thus fancifully for 
the well-known fact: — ' I conceive that the aptness of birds is not 
so much in the conformity of the organs of speech as in their 
attention ; for speech must come by hearing and learning, and 
birds give more heed and mark sounds more than beasts, because 
naturally they are more delighted with them and practise them 
more, as appeareth in their singing. We see also that those that 
teach birds to sing do keep them waking to increase their 
attention. We see also that cock-birds amongst singing binls 
are ever better singers, which may be because • the^ are more i 
lively and listen more.’:^ It is the more curious that Lord 
Bacon should have attributed this power in birds to the greatness 
of their attention, because he himself prescribes the use of mathe- 
matics to give this special faculty to ‘ bird-witted children.’ 

With such an example before us, is it reasonable to leave it to 
be determined by wholly uninstructed and often strongly pre- 
judiced men what is and what is not mischievous amongst our 
native birds?, We earnestly entreat those of our readers who have 

* Spsech ooncernlav Undertaken, 
t Nat. Hilt., Cent. Vi I. { Nat. Hist., Cent. III. 
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the power, to prevent our being thus robbed of one of the great 
ornaments of our woods and fields. 

But, speaking on this subject, we must once more Introduce 
our readers to Mr. Knox in his capacity of guardian of a certain 
pair of ravens, the clientship of which he had undertaken. 

‘ During ten months out of the twelve you may now find a pair of ravens 
in Petworth Park : perchance if the sky be clear, you may perceive 
them soaring aloft at such a height as would almost ensure their escJipe 
from observation, were it not for their joyous and exulting barks, 
which, in spite of tlie distance, fall distinctly on the ear ; or if tlie 
weather be wet and gloomy, you may see them perched on the summit 
of one of the huge hollow oaks in the flat of the park, the crooked and 
withered branch on w Inch they sit projecting like the horn of some 
gigantic stag from the dense foliage ; or perhaps you may find them 
concealed in their snug retreat among the evergjfeeri boughs of a clump 
of Scotch firs near the Tower hill, their favourite haunt during the 
last five years, and where they now appear to be permanently esta- 
blished. But to return. Their expulsion from this neighbourhood, 
many years ago, was as follows : 

‘ A pair of these birds had built their nest on a lofty tree in the 
park, and as a matter of course were discovered by one of tlie keepers. 
Suffering them to remain unmolested during the* period of their nidi- 
fication, he waited until, deceived by his Machiavelian policy, the 
ravens treated his appearance, even when armed, with comparative 
disregard. Ill did he repay their misplaced confidence I One day, 
when the period had nearly grrived at which an addition to the family 
was to be expected, and the eggs were in his opinion got hard,*' a rifie- 
bullet, directed through the bottom of the nest, stretched the female 
bird lifeless within it; and shortly afterwards, her partner, who had 
been catering for her at a distance, was saluted on his return with a 
volley of shot, which laid him quivering at the root of the tree, and 
completed the success of the functionary, who in those days used to 
perfonn among the feathered tribe the triple duties of judge, jury, and 
executioner. 

^ Years passed away, and the raven continued unknown in this part 
of West Sussex, until one day, in March, 1843, wlien riding in the 
park, near a clump of tall old beech trees, whose trunks had been de- 
nuded by tftie of all their lower branches, my attention was suddenly 
arrested by the never-to-bc-mistaken croak of a raven, and the loud 
chattering of a flock of jackdaws. 

^ 1 soon perceived that these w^e^ the especial objects of his hatred 
and hostility ; for after dashing into the midst of them, and executing 
several rapid movements in the air, he succeeded in effectually driving 
them to a considerable distance from his nest. During this manoeuvre 
the superior size of the raven became more apparent tlian when viewed 
alone, and his power of flight was advantageously exhibited by com- 
parison with that of his smaller congener. The latter, indeed, seemed 
to bear about the same relation to him, in point of size, that starlings 
do to rooks when seen together. 


‘ The 
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‘ The raven’s nest was placed in a fork on the very summit of one 
of the highest of these trees, while their hollow trunks were tenanted 
by a numerous colony of jackdaws. Some of the holes through which 
these entered were so near the ground that I had no difficulty in reach- 
ing them when on horseback, while otliers were situated at a much 
greater Tieight. These conducted to the chambers in which the 
nests were placed, and which were generally far removed from the 
external aperture by which the birds entered their tower-like habi- 
tation. On thrusting my whip upwards into many of these passages, I 
found it impossible to touch the further extremity, while a few cavities 
of smaller dimensions were within reach of my hand, and contained 
nests constructed of short dry sticks, some of which were incomplete, 
while in others one or two eggs had been deposited. The next day I 
returned to the place on foot, provided with a spy-glass, for the pur- 
pose of observation. On my arrival I found that the ravens were 
absent, and that the jackdaws, availing themselves of this, had congre- 
gated in considerable numbers, and were as busily employed about their 
habitations as a swarm of bees ; some carrying materials for the com- 
pletion of their frail and yet unfinished nests, others conveying food to 
their mates, and all apparently making the most of their time during 
the absence of their tormentor. Tliere being no cover or brushwood 
at hand, and the branches being yet leafless, 1 was unable to conceal 
myself effoctnally ; but having sat down at the foot of tlie tree con- 
taining their ncs»t, I awaited the return of the ravens. 

‘ Nearly an hour ela[)sed before the arrival of the male bird, and I 
was first made aware of his approach by the consternation which it 
ai)peared to spread among the jackdaws. Like most animals under 
similar circumstances, when conscious of the approach of danger, they 
rapidly collected their forces on a single tree, keeping up all the time 
an incessant chattering, each bird shifting its position rapidly from 
bough to bough, while the raven, who lield some food in his beak, 
satisfied himself on this occasion with two or three swoops into the 
terrified crowd, and having routed tlie mob, he approaclied the tree in 
which his nest was placed. Before arriving there, however, he evi- 
dently became aware of my presence, and dropping his prey, which 
proved to be a rat, he ascended into the air to a great height in circular 
gyrations, after the manner of a falcon, where he was soon joined by 
Ins consort, and the two birds continued to soar over my head wliile 1 
remained there, uttering not only their usual hoarse croak/ but also an 
extraordinary sound resembling the exclamation “ Oh I ” loudly and 
clearly ejaculated. At first I could hardly persuade myself that it 
proceeded from the throat of either of the ravens, but my doubt was 
soon dispelletl, for there was no human being within sight, and after 
carefully examining one of the birds lor some time with my glass, I 
observed that each note was preceded by an opening of the beak, the 
distance of course preventing „ sight and sound from being exactly 
simultaneous.* 

We must interrupt Mr. Knox to remark that^from his surprise 
at the raven's * Oh he seems to be unacquainted with the extent 
and variety of Ralpho's vocabulary. It is said by one learned 

writer 
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writer that ^ the raven has a hundred different notes for this we 
do not vouch, but we can ?inswer for it tliat he has a great many, 
and several most remarkably Awmaw. To proceed : our agreeable 
narrator says — 

‘In the following year the beech grove was deserted foi; tJje fir- 
clump. I shall never forget my delight on discovering their new 
retreat near the Tower hill during the spring of 1844. In their new 
quarters the javens now reign unmolested, the nest itself being con- 
cealed from ordinary observation among the evergreen boughs ijcar the 
summit of one of the tallest trees, so as to escape the notice of the 
wayfarers who traverse Upperton Common or pass along the higli road 
which here skirts the ivy-covered park-wall. Nay, even within the 
precincts, where these birds and their establishments are now held 
sacred, those who occasionally visit the spot for the express purpose of 
“Jiaving a look at the ravens** are generally disappointed, as they 
mount the steep hill and approach the clump, at seeing nothing of 
either of the birds, and at the apparent desertion of tlie place ; but 
they are quickly undeceived. The short and angry barks of the male 
are just hoard as he eiiKTges from the dark boughs; then, if the young 
have been hatched, ho is soon joined by the female, and botli continue 
to soar round the heads of the strangers, gradually increasing their 
distance until they reach a considerable height, and occasionally 
varying their hoarse cry with the singular note to whicli I have al- 
ready alluded. Their retreat is therefore, as I have said, secure from 
ordinary observation ; but what nest can escape the scrutiny of an 
Argus-eyed school-boy, especially if his cranium should present a 
development of the true ornithological bump ? Soon after the ravens 
had taken up their quarters here, a truant youth, wandering over the 
Common with his empty satchel on hk shoulder, caught a glimpse of 
one of the old birds, marked him down into the clump, and having 
satisfied himself by an exceedingly raoid process of reasoning that its 
abode was there, and that the discovery and appropriation of its con- 
tents would repay him for the perils of the adventure, he scaled the wall, 
climbed the tree, robbed the nest, deposited four “ squabs ** — ^all that 
it contained — in his book-bag, and escaped undiscovered w^th his prize. 

‘ Imagine my feelings when, on visiting the fir-grove a few days 
after this occurrence, I could find no trace of cither of the old ravens 1 
At first curiosity was succeeded by suspicion, then suspicion by anxiety, 
and at last anxiety by conviction that something untoward had oc- 
curred ; but on entering the clump the whole truth flashed upon me at 
once: splinters «of short, brittle boughs, on which the climber had 
attempt^ to rest his feet as he ascended the tree, lay around, viningled 
with portions of the lining, which was composed of the hair of the 
fallow-deer. Could the robber have taken all the young birds? . 
to put an end *"to suspense, I mounted to the nest, clutched oqe ql' the 
branches immediately beneath it, raised mvself up^ and eagerly peeped 
into the interior. Empty I Not a bird, not a fhalher within itl 
Nothing but deer-fur and fledge-dust I What was to' be ddhe? If 
even one squab had been left, there would still have been room for hope 
that the attempt to protect the raven in his native haunts might pos- 
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sibly not have turned out, as now, an apparent failure. Another w,eek 
elapsed, during which all inquiries — and tliey were many and searching 
— after the lost ones were unattended with success. I now visited the 
clump every day, but my ears were no longer gladdened by the welcome 
bark of the parent birds. Ring-doves and starlings roosted in the 
branches of tlie trees, and even tlie spiteful jackdaw^, who had hitherto 
kept at such a respectful distance, now chattered among the boughs, 
as if he could not resist the temptation of liaving a look at the nest, 
with a view to appropriating a portion of it to his own use on a future 
occasion. 

‘ Well, at last the young birds were discovered, half-starved, in the 
possession of their original captor, who willingly delivered them up. 
It was proposed to rear them in a state of domestication, and the 
operation of clipping their wings had already been performed on three 
of them before tlie idea occurred to me that, even yet, “ at the eleventh 
hour,’* it was just possible that the restoration of the remaining perfect 
bird to the nest might have the effect of attracting the attention of 
either of the old ones if they should happen to revisit the neighbour- 
hood. Although but a forlorn hope,*' the attempt was worth the 
trial. It was late in the evening, I remember, when I put it in exe- 
cution, and tlie next morning found me again on my way to the fir 
clump. Impatient to learn the result of my experiment, yet enter- 
taining only a shadow^y belief in the possibility of its success, I hastened 
to the park. Scarcely venturing to raise my eyes as I ascended the 
slope, I listened attentively, but no sound indicated the return of my 
absent friends. However, the scene soon changed, and amply was I 
repaid for all my previous care and anxiety on perceiving, as I topped 
the hill, botli the old ravens issuing from the trees, and flying round 
my head just as if nothing had happened. I could hardly believe my 
eyes. It w^as true, nevertheless ; my experiment perfectly succeeded ; 
the young bird was safely reared ; the ravens liave since brought up 
several families in the same nest; and as this little episode in their 
biography has served to increase the interest taken in their welfare by 
those who have now', fortunately, the disposition as well as the power 
to protect them, I trust that they may long live in peace and security, 
and that if any lover of the picturesque or admirer of our native birds 
should hereafter visit the Tower hill during ‘‘ trysting time,” he may 
never find “ the raven's clump ” un tenanted.’ 

So Mr. Knox leaves the story. We can give our readers one 
more act in this aerial drama. In the spring of this year the 
ravens returned to their old nest, and repaired an4 occupied it 
according to their wont ; incubation was already begun, when a 
violent spring-storm actually beat* the mother from her nest and 
scattered the eggs upon the ground. After a few days the ravens 
began to repair the damage of the storm, and abandoning the 
unfortunate tree, they constructed upon another their new nest. 

' But/ alas ! as the poet sang : — 

‘ Ravens though, as birds of omen. 

They t^ch both conjurers and old women 
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To tell us what is to befall, 

Can’t prophesy themselves at all.* 

A second storm, almost as soon as the nest was completed, 
again marred their work, and actually tore the nest itself from 
the tree. For a few days the ravens were missing : after these 
.. they returned, but conjugal disagreement finished what the 
violence of the Avinds had begun. The Avork of nidificalion was 
re-commenced, but one bird Avas set upon repairing the original, 
the other upon building a new nest. For a day or two the 
divided work proceeded, Avhen, as if l)y mutual coiri]nomise, both 
abandoned their separate undertakings, and flcAV off together in 
search of a more favoured spot. 

The appearance at the same moment of a pair of ravens, Avho 
proceeded lortliAvilh to build and incubate at I^tarham Park, about 
eight miles distant, seems to mark out that place as the haven of 
their choice. — ^ Italiam la’ti Latiumque petamus.’ There they 
Avill have the cornjianyof a goodly settlement of herons, Avho, like 
themselves, Avere driven from afar to seek the shelter of its ancient 
woods and hospitable owner. 

VViih this narrative avc take our leave of our readers, only 
adding that Ave are sure that Mr. Knox Avill feel his labouis 
amply repaid if he has Avon by them one more votary to a loving 
observation of nature. In doing so he Avill have enlarged at once 
the onjoyinents and the powers of his pupil. ‘ The Avorld of 
sensible phenomena,’ says Humboldt, ‘ rellects itself into the 
depth of the Avorld ot ideas, and the rich variety of nature giadu- 
ally becomes subject to our intellectual domain.* Of no j)he- 
iioinena is this jirofound observation more true than of those 
Avliich concern the meclianism of life. Doubtless it Avas for our 
moral as well as our intellectual training that Ave were placed by 
the Creator in the midst of these tribes of animated beings, who, 
sharing so much of our living energy, but lacking the gifts of 
personality, arc around us ami faiiiiJiar Avilh us in the strangest 
of all acted masques and suggestive iiiAstcries. The very sight of 
them may awaken us to a sense of the unsolved riddles of being 
by which we are surrounded, and teach us the sjiirit of reverential 
inquiry, in Avhich alone it is profitable or safe to seek to find out 
the ways of the Inscrutable. The soul thus taught its proper 
lessons by the visible creation around it will be less apt to dog- 
matise and more ready to belieA^e when it is brought into contact 
witli the higiier worlds of moral and spiritual being which touch 
him on every side, Avhilst it will enter into the pregn^tUt climax 
of the Psalmist — ^ All thy Avorks praise Tliee, O Lord, atid thy 
saints give thanks unto Thee for it will discern the high privilege 
of collecting from the material creation their instinctive adoration 
and pouring it with conscious volition into the treasury of God. 

t Art. 
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A JIT. VI. — 1. Report of the Proceedings of the Royal Agricultural 
Imprdvement Society of Ireland vpou the Letter of His Excel- 
lency the Earl of Clarendon ^ recommending providing qf 
Practical Instruction in Husbandry in the South and Western 
Districts. Dublin. 1848--9. 

2. Returns of Stock and Agricultural Produce in Ireland in the 
years 1847, 1848. Presented to Parliament by command of 
Her Majesty. Folio. 1848-9. 

3. The Science and Practice of AgrJ^iuJtare in Ireland, By Tlios. 
Skilling, Botanical Lecturer at Glasnevin. Dublin. 1845. 

4. Essay on the Elements of British Industry y English^ Scotch^ and 
Irish. By W. Burness, late Land Steward to his Grace the 
Duke of Alanchester. 8vo. IS 18. 

5. Revelations of Ireland in the Past (Jeneration, By D. Owen 
Madden, Esfj. Dublin. 1818. 

G. Ireland.^ its Scenery, Character^ ^*r. By Mr. and Mrs. S. C. 
Hail. 3 vols. sup. -royal 8\o. London. 1841. 

7. The Irish Sketch- Book. By Mr. Michael Angelo Titmarsh. 
[VV^ M. 4 hackeray, Esn.l 2nd Edition, 3 vols. London. 
1815. 

8. Remarks on the State of Education in Ireland^ By Henry 
Ncwland, DD., Dean of Ferns. Dublin and London. 1849. 

W E have Irequenlly of late, and particularly in our last 
autumnal Number, brought to the notice of our readers 
the best inlorinatiou we could find and the most accurate opinions 
we could lorm on the political condition of Ireland — its evils — 
their causes and tlieir most probable remedies. We shall 
endeavour in this article to select Irom the works above enume- 
rated, as well as from the reports of some of the numerous tourists 
who have lately visited Ireland, sfleh evidence of its moral and 
social state as may complete the picture, and, if we are not mis* 
taken, reflect additional light on our former views of the general 
subject. We have seen with great pleasure that, even inde- 
pendently of the Queen’s visit, the season has produced in Ireland 
an extraordinary affluence of tourists from England and the Con- 
tinent. It cannot be otherwRe than conducive to the advantage 
of Ireland for the future, and to the justification of England as to 
the pa^b tljat as many impartial eyes as possible should see the 
tictUal condition of the Irish people, and should learn, even as 
far as such a cursory transit will permit, what the real grievances 
of that unhappy country arc. 

Ihe ihr^e massive volumes of Mr, and Mrs. Hall arc written 
professedly ' to induce the English to see Ireland and to judge for 
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themselves and both their verbal descriptions and their graphic 
illustrations are very likely, as far as they may reach, to have that 
effect, which we too are willing to assist by our commendation of 
the general spirit and execution of the work. The authors arc, we 
believe, both Irish — the lady certainly is, as we learn from some 
of her former publications — and their pages have no doubt some 
strong traces of that national partiality and that tendency to exag- 
geration which are so peculiarly Irish.* There is also loo much, 
at least for our taste, of Irish eloquence — ‘luxuriant lakes,’ 
^sparkling billows,’ ‘ tremendous cataracts,’ ‘gnomes oi the moun- 
tains,’ and the like — which tend to dim the beautiful realities ; and 
a great deal too much of Irish dialogue and story-telling, of 
which, like garlic in the Cuisine prorcngale, a sparing spice is 
very well, but any excess nauseous. Few have the delicate hand 
with which poor Miss Edgeworth interwove those homely threads 
into her finer texture. Even in Mrs. llaU's professed novels the 
eternal Paddies and Judies, howewer accurate the individual 
portraits may be, grow tedious, but in a topographical and 
itinerary work like that before us they are worse. For instance, 
just as the tourists are entering Klllarney tliey stop short, a projm’ 
de bottesj to expend eight of their great pages on the tragic wooing 
of Larry Coyne and Anty Casey, which has no more to do with 
Killarney than with St. Giles-^-thc-fields. We may, however, 
say on the whole, that the literary, legendary, and antiquarian 
portions of the work are compiled witli laudable diligence — the 
illustrations (though occasionally trifling) for the most pait clear 
and interesting — and the statements and opinions are in general 
as sensible, candid, and trustworthy as could be expected from 

* As, for instance, tliey say of the Victoiia Hotel iie.ir killainey, that it is ‘a ven/ 
apUddid estahlishment, wliicli may vie, lioth in eilvrnal appnimnce ami in the cosift/ 
character the interior, with any hotef in Brii^htori or Cheltenham ' (i. Kaw 

the Victoria is iiothintp at all like this. It is a building of twv) low stories of no archi- 
tectural pretciiaioiis at all, very moderately furnished. The bedchamber which a 
friend of ours was obliged to put iiji with a few weeks ago, though the house was Ity 
no means full, was a poor place with shelving ceilings and no chimney or ventilation, 
about 10 feet by 12, containiiig two beds without curtains, a single cliuir and no room 
for a second ; and the whole establishment is about what one might exi>ect at one of 
the rural hotels on the coast of Devonshire or tl|^> Isle of Wight, its real peculiarity is 
that it stands in a little pleasure-ground of its own, with a gate, a lodge, and an orna- 
mental drive, within a few hundred yards of the lake, over which it has a most charming 
prostiect, ami looks like what we believe it originally was — a small and very plain 
gentleman's cottage, enlarged by additions in the same style. But it is comfortable 
and well served. Mr. and Mrs. Finn (an Knglish woman, the tourists tell us) are 
attentive ami obliging, and reasonable in their charges ; and we are glad to rescue this 
pretty little place from Mr. and Mrs. Hall's awful comparison with (lie less coinfurlable 
and, in every sense, more * coBtly llotels of Cheltenham and Brighton.' Jt is sometimes 
so full ill tlie season that it would be prudent to write to engage beds. There is a public 
eoHee-rooin for gentlemen. 
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writers who fairly confess their ^unwillingness to say anything 
discreditable to the country and the majority of its people ’ (vol. i. 
p. 279). 

Mr. ThackeVay’s book we in a former number referred to as 
containing, under the light mask of merriment and pers^age, a 
great deal of sober, useful truth. With ouf present object it 
becomes necessary to notice it in more detail — for nowhere that 
we know of can an English reader find so just and so striking a 
picture of Ireland as she .actually is, or more judicious hints as to 
the real causes of her chronic and proverbial misery. The pseu- 
donyme and the pleasantry may detract in some respects and in 
some quarters from the effect that a more serious work might have 
had ; but when \\g consider how long Ireland has been flattered 
Jiumviericd by delusive apologies for whatever might be hinted 
at as faulty, and inflated panegyiics on whatever admitted of any 
degree of commendation, we almost doubt whether the author 
could have made himself so usefully heard in a graver form and 
in his own pro])er person ; — • 

< Eidiculum acri 

Fortius et melius inagnas plenniKpie secat res.' 

Mr. Thackeray is a quick yet deep observer of nature; and if the 
ludicrous side of objects be the first to strike him, it must be 
admitted that he is not slow in discovering and exhibiting their 
more serious imj)ort and consequences. In short, we earnestly 
advise those ^^ho wish to understand Ireland to read the ‘ Irish 
Sketcli-hof)k and any that wish to travel thither to take it as a 
hand-book, that may be, we think, as implicitly relied on for 
accuracy of observation as it will be admired for the striking 
fidelity of the author’s pencil, and — bating a few vulgarisms of 
the assumed character — the lively power of his pen. 

Steam-navigation has so nearly bridged St. (Jeorge’s Channel, 
that the jiassage from Holyhead to Dublin is usually made in 
four hours, and has been made in three. The railroads already 
enable a Londoner to reach Dublin in one day, and Cork or 
Ki Harney in another ; and the small cost at which the mere 
locomotion can be performed is additionally attractive. These 
circumstances, which have occasioned so great an increase of 
visitors this season, will probably continue to have a like or even 
a greater effect in future ; but wc must, on the other hand, recol- 
lect that this cheap and rapid mode of travelling tends very much 
lo lessen a tourist’s opportunity of acquiring solid information. 
Even now he may j)rocecd by railway, with a short interval 
of road-travelling, from Belfast or Londonderry to Dublin, and 
thence uninterruptedly to Cork — the opposite extremities of the 
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island — almost without secinp^, and in a still less degree, knowing, 
anything of the agricultural state of the country or th# habits 
of the people. It will, however, be long before the highlands 
of Donegal, Connemara, or Glengariff can be flown by on the 
wings of a railway ; and it is to be desired that the facility with 
which one may traverse great and comparatively uninteresting dis- 
tances should induce British visitors to explore the many collateral 
scenes where, with the gratification of picturesque curiosity, may 
be combined the higher — shall we not say — dnt}i of acquainting 
themselves with the actual condition of the peoj)le, for which the 
world considers England as culpably responsible — a respon- 
sibility to which it must be confessed that England has — until 
we might almost say the appearance of Air. Thackeray’s work — 
submitted in a kind of sullen and abashed silence. We do not 
know any writer who has so manfully as Mr. Thackeray ven- 
tured to put the saddle on the right horse, nor do we recollect 
to have ever heard in either house of Parliament any bold and 
uncompromising denial and refutation of the always exagge- 
rated, generally false, and frequently scilitious and treasonable 
imputations with which the British Government and policy in 
Ireland have been for the last forty years so unmeasuredly assailed. 
When Sir Robert Peel made his celebrated declaration that 
his great difficnltg in undertaking the government of the limpirc 
was to be Ireland, he confounded, we think, or at least by that 
vague expression led others to confound, two very distinct things. 
It W'as not Ireland, accurately speaking, tliat constituted the diffi- 
culty he apprehended — it was the strength and violence of the 
political faction which had so long made Ireland its ballle-field, 
and endeavoured to enlist the passions, as it had usurped the 
name, of the Irish people in its party conflicts. Powerful as this 
parliamentary Opposition undoubtedly was, and formidable as 
Mr. O’Conneirs out-of-doors agitation may have appeared, we 
stated at the time our conviction that tliey would have afforded 
no very. serious, much less an insuperable difficulty to an honest, 
firm, apd vigorous Government. And this the result sufficiently 
proved ; for after all the treasonable menaces of Conciliation 
Hall, and all the insurrectionary array of Tara and Mullaghmast, 
Sir Robert Peel found no jnorc difli cully in dissipating the 
still more menacing assemblage at Clontarf and in sending Mr. 
O’Connell and his associates to Newgate, than in dispersing an 
ordinary mob and committing its ringleaders to Bridewell. Nor 
did this exertion of courage and authority embarrass him even in 
Parliament ; on the contrary, it strengthened his parliamentary 
position and facilitated the general measures of his administration. 

And 
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And when at last that administration fell, it was not by Ireland 
(though an Irish Bill happened to be the nominal occasion), but 
by suicide. 

There was, however, and there is another, a different, and a greater 
dlfliculty, which, though Sir Robert Peel did not, perhaps, at that 
moment allude to it, better deserves the genetic designation of 
^ IrclamV — the moral and social condition of the people — the 
‘ Irish ulcer,’ as the Times calls it — which, though its depth and 
extent had not yet been exposed as they have since been by the 
terrible agency of pestilence and fainiiio, must have created in any 
man of ordinary foresight, and in any Government alive to its true 
responsibilities, a more painful anxiety than any political embar- 
rassment. The evil, indeed, is of so peculiar and complicated a 
character, that even now, when all are forced to admit the melan- 
choly s}iri])toiiis, fe w are agreed as to what may be considered as 
the real cause of the disease, and still fewer as to any specific re- 
medy. Nay, we are prepared to find that of the two sources to 
which ircy after long, paiidul, and, as we persuade ourselves, dis- 
passionate consideration, are inclined to attribute the greatest 
share of the misc hief — namely, first, some Celtic peculiarities of 
the national chanicter ; and, secondly, the inlluence of the Popish 
priesthood — we are prejiared, we say, to find that all Ireland will 
unanimously contradict the first, and three-fourths of Ireland the 
second. Dr, Johnson, with that double-edged wit wielded by 
that strong comiiion sense which he so eiiiincnlly possessed, once 
said, when contrasting the mutual adhesion of Scotchmen with the 
mutual repulsion ot the Irish, ‘No. Sir. the Irish are a fair 
people— lljey never praise one another.’ An opinion which they 
themselves exjiress by a strange jirovcrbial metaphor, which, like 
most Irish eloquence, is more remarkable for its force than for its 
precision or elegance — that, ‘ if you put one Irishman on a spit, 
you will easily find another to turn him but though thus well 
disposed to roasl one another, they are very sensitive as to any re- 
flections on their country ; and an Irishman — the most intelligent, 
and in his own personal relations the most civilized — will not 
licsitate to deny, or if they are too notorious to be denied, to en- 
deavour to palliate, and even defend, defects, errors — nay, barba7 
risms, of which he himself would not be guilty, and which he 
therefore patriotically resolves not to believe, and, if necessary, 
not to see. The first step, then, towards the regeneration — for 
that is the word — of Ireland is that nauseous but indispensable 
preparative to a course of alterative medicine — T ruth. We 
are, well aw^re of the difficulty of exhibiting so very unusual 
and unpalatable a draught — ^bow hard it is to find the main 
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ing^redicnt — how difficult to persuade the patient to swallow it— 
and what a universal concert of expostulation, disgust, and even 
rejection is likely to ensue ! But sooner or later, if the patient is 
to be saved, the truth must be told ; and, if so, the sooner the better. 

Not that the truth itself is new : — every authority from the dawn 
of Irish history Has testihed it — but all the authority of history, 
nay the evidence of our own senses, has been disregarded and 
stifled under national vanity and party-spirit. Mr. Moore and 
Mr. O'Connell, even while they arc describing their country as 
having been degraded and debased under the brutifying oppres- 
sion of a thousand years, still, with an inconsistency not unsuited 
to the subject, proclaim her 

‘ First flow^er of tlie earth and first gem of the sea,' 
and her people to be ' the finest peasantry in the world.’ We do 
not pretend to comprehend exactly what is meant by the praise 
of ‘first flower of the earth and first gem of the sea.’ We take 
it to be equivalent to the claim that every lady has to that of 
angel, and to be of even less intrinsic value. As to the finest 
peasantry in the world, we shall see, as we proceed, but too 
much cause to doubt whether, on the contrary, impartial justice 
would not bestow on them a superlative degree of the opposite 
quality. 

Let ts not be for a moment misunderstood : when we reject 
these mischievous exaggerations, we do not therefore deny an 
original and real substratum of good and even high qualities in 
the Irish character. The country itself is ricli and beautiful — she 
has tracts of exceedingly fertile soil and regions of enchanting 
scenery which nothing can surpass. Her people, too, are clever, 
witty, good-natured, good-humoured, and, let us add, distinguished 
for purity in some of the most important points of morals, beyond, 
we think, any other people in the world. These qualities may be 
largely conceded to both the country and its inhabitants, and are 
the lights of the picture. But there are deep shades which we 
shall exhibit presently on better authorities than our own. We 
read — what indeed the extant pictures attest — that Queen Elisa- 
beth in her old age forbade her portrait-painters to use any 
shadows; and 50 modern Irish patriotism endeaveurs to exhibit 
the face of their country. They will not admit that there is any 
speck on her glorious orb, though they cannot but confess, and 
indeed complain, that she has been somehow, and for a thousand 
years, under an eclipse. We believe that there is not one of 
these Quixotic admirers of an imaginary Dulcinea who loves the 
real Ireland better than we do; but the belter we love the real 
Ireland, the more strong is our conviction of the duty of endea- 
vouring 
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vourJng to rescue her from the deplorable extremity to which she 
has been reduced, not more, we are satisfied, by the unexpected 
inflictions of Providence than by the extravagant, the almost in- 
credible obstinacy, apathy, and perversity of her own people. 

And why should we hesitate to tell the truth ? The Irish 
patriots, as they call themselves, accuse Engtand of all the mis- 
fortunes and miseries of Ireland. Even the other day, when we 
sent them ten millions of alms, they told ns that it was only a 
paltry, ungracious, and forced restitution of a long scries of rob- 
bery ; and whenever they are driven to admit that there is any- 
thing wrong either in the habits or feelings of their countrymen, 
they compensate the reluctant avowal by charging it all on the 
selfish policy and jealous tyranny of England. Why therefore 
are wc not to retaliate on such wild misrepresentations by state- 
ments of the sober truth ? Why are we not to insist on a fact — 
notorious to all who are not blinded by national vanity or de- 
ceived by popular declamation and delusion — namely, that all of 
civilization, arts, comfort, wealth, that Ireland enjoys, she owes 
exclusively to England — all her absurdities, errors, misery, she 
owes to herself — and not accidentally, but by a dogged and un- 
accountable obstinacy in rejecting not merely the counsels, not 
merely the example of England, but in disputing, thwarting, and 
intentionally defeating all the attempts that England and Eng- 
lishmen have, with most patient and prodigal generosity, been for 
nearly a century, and especially for the last fifty years, making 
for her advantage ? This unfortunate result is mainly attributable 
to that confusion of ideas, that instability of purpose, and, above 
all, that reluctance to steady work, which are indubitable features 
of the national character ; but also, no doubt, in a most important 
degree to the adverse influence of the i^oman Catholic priests, 
who have always been jealous of any improvements or instruction, 
even in the ordinary arts of life, proffered by the Saxon, which 
they — ^not iliogically, we must own — have looked on with appre- 
hension as likely to diminish their own influence and as the pro- 
bable forerunners of light and education in other directions. 

The recent famine, however — like every infliction which comes 
from the chastening hand of Heaven — has brought with it some 
compensation in a most salutary lesson, which, if properly im- 
proved, seems destined to awake the conscience of Ireland herself, 
and to open the eyes of the rest of the world to the real state of 
the case. 'Fhe measures of agricultural instruction which Lord 
Clarendon has sagaciously conceived and benevolently promoted 
(and of which we shall speak more largely by-and-bye) afford 
us a strong hope of a lasting improvement. It is true that 
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attempts in the same direction have been made, for the last eighty 
or ninety years, in numerous localities all over the island by 
individual landlords, with no great immediate and very little 
permanent success ; these, however, were insulated efforts, not 
always judiciously planned nor perseveringly followed up on the 
part of tlie landlords^ and, for the reasons just staled, looked on 
with indifference — if not jealousy — by a priest-ridden peo])lc too 
well contented with their former slothful and squalid condition; 
but the famine and its accompanying scourge have, wo trust, 
subdued that obstinacy, and prepared their minds for the public 
system of instruction which Lord Clarendon offers, and to which 
his skilful management has obtained, as it would seem, tlie co- 
operation of the majority of the Romish priesthood. VVe have 
much to complain of in Lord Clarendon’s dealings, ns the organ 
of the Cabinet, with the Romish hierarchy ; hut in this special 
case, where he was acting in a more indixidnal capacity, and 
where the necessity of an early result was urgent, we arc satisfied 
that he acted wisely and fortunately in seeking and obtaining the 
concurrence of the priests — without which no immediate, and 
probably no eventual, good could be done, particularly in the 
remote districts which called for his Excellency's first attention. 

We are far from wishing our readers to accept without other 
authorities our estimate ol the national character, which fioin the 
earliest period seems to liave been a source of weakness to the 
empire and of wretchedness to the island itself. The exordium 
of Spenser’s famous dialogue on Ireland, tlK)ugh somewhat anti- 
quated in style, is unfortunately as true in substance to-day as it 
was 200 y cars ago ; — 

‘ Eudoxus. But if tJiat countrey of Ireland, w lienee you lately came, 
be of so goodly and commodious a soy I as you report, 1 wonder that no 
course is taken for tlie turning thereof to good uses, and reducing that 
nation to better government and civility. 

‘ ireneus. I^Iarrj', so there have bin divers good plottes devised, and 
wise councils cast already, about reformation of tliat realnic ; but they 
say, it is f/u? jaUdl destimj of that land that no purposes whatsoever 
which are meant for hertjood will prosper or take good effect; which, 
whether it proceed from the very genius of the soylc, or influence of 
the starres, or that Almighty God hath not yet appointed tlic time 
of her reformation, or that hee reserveth her in this unquiet state still 
for sofne secret scourge which shall by her come unto England^ it is 
hard to be knowne, yet much to be feared.’ 

Old Lithgow, the celebrated Scotch pilgrim, spent six months 
of 1619 in making general surveigh of the whole kingdom ;* 
and he reports : — 

‘I 
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^ I found the goodness of the soylc more than answerable to mine 
expectations ; tlie defect only reinayning (not speaking of our 
colonies) iu ihe people, and from them in the bosom of two graceless 
sisten's — i(jnor<tnrc and shtgyifthnossc. ^J'ruc it is, to make a fit com- 
parison, that the barbarian JMoor, the IMoorisli vSpaniard, the Turk, 
and the 'Irishman are the least industrious and in^st sluggish livers 
niider the sun/ — p. 425. 

And he proceeds to describe the miserable and brutish 
fashion ’ of their dwellings, which, howe\ er, seem hardly worse 
than a large number of iheni now are : — 

‘ Their fabricks are three or fourc yards higli, and erected in a sin- 
gular flame of smoake-toriic stiaw, green, long, prick’d tuiflt*, and rain- 
dropping watlcs. Idieir halls, parlours, kitclicns, barns, and stables 
all in one, and that one (perhaps) in the midst of a mire, where in 
foule weather ^e.ucely can they find a dr\(‘ j)art ; and their penurious 
food semblable to tlndr iieid condition.’ — }>. 429. 

Dean Swift, one of the keenest observers of mankind, and one 
of the most zealous friends of Ireland, in a sermon on her con- 
dition, diaws a picture that difl'ers very little from what he would 
now see ; — 

‘ In most parts of this kingdom the iiativi^s are from their infancy' 
so gire?i up to i/llencss and sloths that tlioy often choose to beg or 
steal rather than to supply tliemselves by their own labour. They 
marry witliout ttie least view or thought of being able to make any 
proMsioii for I heir families; ami wliereas in all indu‘<trious nations 
children are looked upon us a iielp to their parents, with us, for w'aut 
of being early trained to work, they are intolerable burdens at Iiome, 
and a grievous charge upon the public, as ap[)earetli from the vast 
number of ragged and naked cduldren led about by strolling women, 
and trained up in ignorance and all manner of vice, — The farmers and 
cottagers almost throughout tlie wliole kingdom are, to all intents and 
purposes, as real beggars as any to whom we give our charity in the 
streets. — Alas ! tlie whole nation is almost reduced to beggary by the 
disadvantages we lie under and the hardships we are forced to bear ; 
the baseness, ignorance, thoughtlessness, squandering temper, slavish 
nature, and uncleanly manner of living of the poor Popish natives, 
together with the cruel oppression of tiieir landlords — I say, that in 
such a nation how can we otherwise expect than to be overrun with 
objects of misery and want?’ — ScoiCs Swift, viii. 124. 

There are, however, two points in the Dean’s strictures on his 
countrymen here and elsewhere in his works, which we suspect to 
have been exaggerated — the personal immorality which lie attri- 
butes to the poor, and the ‘ cruel oppression ^ of the gentry. He 
wrote in the neighbourhood of a most wretched suburban popula- 
tion, always the most dissolute portion of any nation, and under 

the 
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the influence of a strong personal antipathy to Irish squires, of 
whom at that day a majority were particularly odious to him for 
some reasonable and for some unre«asonable motives. At least if 
the Dean did not overcharge these two pr)ints, they — as his friend 
Lord Orrery remarks in a note on the passage — very rapidly 
began to correct themselves ; for the personal morals of the poor 
(in many essential particulars) and also the paternal care of the 
higher order of gentry as to their tenants soon became very re- 
markable ; but as the natural philosophers demonstrate that no 
force of tension can overcome the intrinsic gravity of the catena] y 
curve, so it seems that no power that has, as yet, been tried in 
Ireland has been able to overcome the vis iucrticc — the insouciance, 
inconsequence, and idleness of the Irish character. It is noticeable 
that in endeavouring to convey to our readers the most ])romincnt 
features of the Irish character the Eivjlish language fails us. 

Arthur Young, the most pains-taking, candid, and judicious of 
agricultural inquirers, made what we may call a professional tour 
in Ireland in IZ/fi, and subsequently a more protracted visit. 
Above forty years after Swift's Sermon, his description, the result 
of extensive personal observation, has the same leading traits : — 

^ The manners, Jmbits, and customs of j)ersonsof considerable fortune 
are pretty nuieh the same everywhere — at least there is very little 
difference between England and Ireland. It is amongst the common 
people that we must look for those traits by which we discriminate a 
national character. The circumstances w hich struck me most in the 
common IrLsh were vivacity and a great and el()(|uent volubility of 
speech. Lazy to excess at work, but at play they show the greatest 
agility. Curiosity insatiable — liospitality to all coiners, lie their own 
poverty ever so pinching — warm friends, revengeful enemies, hard 
drinkers, and quarrelsome — great liars, but civil, subinis.sive, and 
obedient.’ — Young's Tour in Ireland^ part ii. p. 75. 

Besides Uiis general description, he complains in almost every 
district that he visits of the striking absence of industry ; and in 
some cases he observes that nothing but absolute hunger mil force 
them to work. In the county of Wexford, however, he fell in with 
what he calls Saxon colony,’ the descendants of the first Eng- 
lish settlers in Ireland ; and here he secs a sudden change. 

^ These people are uncommonly industrious, and a most quiet race. 
In fifteen or twenty years tliere is no such thing as a robbery. Tlie 
little fanners live very comfortably and happily, and many of them are 
worth several hundred pounds. TJiey all speak a broken Saxon lan- 
guage, and not one in a hundred know's any thing of Irish. They 
are evidently a distinct pcdple, and T could not but remark that 
tlieir features and cast of countenance varied v(*ry much from tlie 
native Irish, The girls and women are handsomer, having better 

features 
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features and complexions. Indeed the women amongst the lower 
classes in general in Ireland are as ugly as the women of fashion [the 
English race] are liandsoine. The industry of these [Saxon] people, as 
I have already mentioned in several particulars, is superior to their 
neighbours, and their better living and habitations are also distinctions 
not to be forgotten/ — /Z»., p. 82. ^ 

Mrs. Hall, visiting that same district In 1837, observes a pecu- 
liarity which we doubt whether she would have seen in any other 
part of Ireland : — 

‘ I journeyed from Bannow to Wexford, a'distance of sixteen miles, 
without eneountering a single beggar, or even one who appeared to 
need alms.’ — Lights and Shadows of Irish LifCy i. 43. 

Two or three gentlemen in Ireland introduced about the reign 
of George I. colonies of German Protestants {PalatineSy as they 
were callcil) to work model farms for the improvement of their 
estates and tlie instruction of their native tenants, with some 
temporary success in the first point, but little or none in the 
second ; and the isolated Germans, of whom Young saw some so 
late as I77fi, have been long since overpowered and lost in the 
general laziness and misery. 

‘ Tlieir impro\eineiits have been plougliiiig with the wheel plough, 
which, with two horses, works easily without a driver. They brought 
ill cars with wheels ; there were only sliding ones before. They also sow 
all their potatoes in drills with the plough, and also plough them out, 
and this witli great success — hut nohodg follows them I * — Young^ p. 303. 

Then follows (pp. 311-317) a detail of the superior industry, 
economy, agricultural produce, personal cleanliness, and comforts 
of these naturalized Germans, which afforded a marked contrast 
with the unhappy Irish who would not ‘follow them.’ Their 
hard-working women especially afforded a ‘ perfect contrast to the 
Irish ladies" One of these colonies was established by Air. Quin 
(ancestor of Lord I) unraven), on his estate of Adare, near 
Limerick. Mrs. Quin endeavoured to stimulate ‘ the Irish 
ladies ’ to imitate the industrious Germans : — 

‘ Ever attentive to introduce whatever can contribute to the 
welfare and happiness of her Irish tenants, Mrs. Quin offered premiums 
to induce the women to make hay, cloaks, stockings, &c., — but all 

tvould not doV — //>., p. 311. 

We need not make any special extracts from Mr. and Miss 
Edgeworth’s exquisite illustrations of Ireland prior to the Union 
— they are in every one’s memory, and have left impressions of 
the improvidence, thoughtlessness, and indolence of the Irish 
character, which, though exhibited in a Active shape, have always 

been 
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been recognised as exact copies from the life. Mr. Crolcer, in 
his ‘State of Ireland, Past and Present,’ published in 1807, when 
the only bias on his impartiality must have been in favour of his 
country, gives substantially the same picture that Young had done 
thirty years before. After sketching the general characteristics of 
the nation, he pi'oceeds : — 

‘ The condition of the peasantry was of late utterly and is still almost 
barbarous. In agrioultuml pxirsnits they are neither active nor ex- 
pert; hereditary indolencQ \wo\\\i\ incline tliein to eini)loy their lands 
in pastumge, and it is always more easy to induce them to take arms 
[in insurrections] than to cultivate the cfirtlj and wait on the seasons. 

When not driven by necessity to labour^ they willinyly consnyne whole 
days in sloth, or as willingly’^ employ them in riot : stra?iye diversity 
of nature^ to love indolence and hate quiet I Wlio will call this people 
civilised, or wonder that they are turbulent?’ — State of Ireland, xxv.- 
xxvii. 

In a lighter strain, but to the same serious and melancholy’^ 
conclusion, is the more recent evidence (1838) of the elegant and 
kind-hearted Lady Cliattcrton : — 

‘ It is the fashion to attribute to England all or most of Ireland’s 
sufferings; but I think a dispas>ionate and accurate view of Ireland 
would prove that a mistake, . . . and that from the strange character 
of its people tlie principal ini>eries and misfurtiines of Ireland arise*. 
"iVliaJ must stiike a stranger most in a visit to Ireland, if lie happen 
to preserve his own senses, is the utter deficiency of that useful 
quality, common sense. It seems as if there were something in 
the atmosphere of Ireland which is unfavonrable to the growth of 
common sense and moderation in its inliahitaiits, and vvliicli is not 
without an influence even on those who go flj(‘re with tlieir brains 
fairly stock(iil witli that most useful quality. Common sense, I repeat, 
is lamentably wanted ; and (his occasions all other wants. Want of 
sense peeps tlirongh the open door and stufled-up window of every 
hovel. It is plainly stamped on everything that is done or left undone. 
You may trace it in the dung-heap which obstructs the path to the 
cabin, in the smoke which finds an outlet through every opening but 
a chimney. You may see it in the warm cloaks wliicli arc worn in 
the hottest day in summer, in the manner a peasant girl carries her 
basket behind her back ; — this is generally done by folding her cloak 
— her only cloak— round it, and thus throwing the whole weight of 
the basket on this garment, of course to its no small detriment. Tliis 
same want of sense lurks, too, under the great lieavy coat which the men 
wear during violent exertion in hot weather. In short, it is obvious 
in a thousand ways.’— in the South of Ireland, i. 18, 19. 

And Mrs. Hall — Irish by birth, as Lady Chatterton is by 
adoption — is driven in the first pages of her ' Lights and Shadows 
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of Irish Life ’ to exclaim on the absurdity of one of the 
peasantry : — 

‘ Irish all over ! The people here are constantly reasoning — like 
madmen — right from wrong principles — or like fools, wrong from 
right ones ; and arc likely to remain so till a complete change is made 
in their inanaLjiii*? and management/ — i. 49. ' 

o o o 

Mr. Burness, a Scotch land-steward and practical agriculturist, 
who had managed the Duke of Manchester’s estates both in Hun- 
tingdonshire and Armagh, and is therefore practically intimate 
with the agriculture of the three countries, computes from the 
statistical returns that a million of Irish labourers are employed 
on about one-third or at most one-half the quantity of arable land 
that is tilled in a much higher style by a million of British 
labourers in Kiighind and the lowlands of Scotland. He found 
too from personal experience that one Ihiglishman did double the 
work of an Irislnnan ; and that on the whole any assigned quantity 
of labour was dearer in Ireland than in England — although the 
Irish rate of wages was barely half that of England : ^ and yet/ 
he adds — 

‘You will liiid this people stirring up one another by noisy decla- 
mations and elainorous complaint against the laws of the United King- 
dom — the whole toriiiinating in tumtdt and agrarian outrage/ — p. 13.* 

And finally, to bring down the evidence to the latest period, 
and from a (quarter the least susceptible of any Anglican bias, 
hear what Mr. 0>von Madden writes in 1818. After stating 
the great iinjirovemcnts elVocted in the south of Ireland towards 
the end of the last century by Mr. Anderson, a Srofchmariy lie 
sa) s : — 

‘ 1 cannot help reflecting w liat a va.‘<t deal of good would result from 
scattering a luiiulred vVndersons tlirougli Munster and Connaught — 
a hundred men self-reliant and entcrjirising. We are eternally told 
of the cruelties of Phigland at such a time ; of tli(%bigotry and tyranny 
of the Protestants in such a reign ; of the tumults and rebellions of 
the Catholics at another time. All these past evils are pleaded to stop 
the censure oi' prose fit apathy and of contemporary indolence' — jReve^ 
lutions of Ireland, p. 234. 

We have selected, from a cloud of witnesses to the same general 
effect, this series of testimonies, because they come in succession, 
at intervals long enough to have exhibited improvement had any 
occurred, and from writers all of whom (except Lithgow) were 
partial to the Irish. It cannot be denied that they establish the 

Mr. BuriieA’s. book ig small in bulk, but it coiituing uii extraoidiiiary condengatioii 
of details, all illustrative of the same general conclusions, and >v ill well repay the 
attentive reader. 
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fact that natural indolence and sloth, reluctance to labour, lazy 
contentment with a beggarly, or worse than beggarly, mode of life, 
have been for three hundred years the peculiar characteristics of 
the Irish peasantry ; and we take upon ourselves to assert that 
this natural disposition of the people, not corrected, but rather, 
we fear, encouraged by their priests, is the chief, and in itself an 
all-sufficient cause of the greater share of that wretchedness 
which has become a proverbial characteristic of the Irish nation. 

We do not mean to deny that there has been a mischievous 
system of land-letting in Ireland — that many Irish landlords 
have partaken of the national characteristics of being impatient, 
improvident, and unjust — that the class of pseudo-landlords 
called middlemen were and are a grievous anomaly — that up 
to 1780 the rivalry of adverse commercial interests, and up to 
the Union the antagonism of distinct parliaments, fettered the 
productive powers of Ireland ; but all these would have been 
insignificant and, at worst, temporary embarrassments if the 
people themselves had been by nature active and industrious. 
The Statute-book and the recorded debates of both Houses of 
both Parliaments are irrefragable evidences that there never has 
been any British minister who has not, apart from mere political 
questions, dealt frankly, and even kindly, with Ireland, and been 
earnestly desirous of raising her to a perfect equality with Scotland 
and England, If she has not attained that level — if Irish wretch- 
edness be still a proverb — it is attributable to herself, to her own 
people, to their want of energy, and to either the baneful influence 
or culpable apathy of their priests, and not to cither English 
Ministers or the English public. 

Let us examine the case practically. 

The recent failures of the potato-crops, which have given such an 
intensity to Irish distress, and created so great a curiosity and inte- 
rest as to the causes and extent of the calamity, were not altogether 
unprecedented, nor by intelligent persons unforeseen. There 
have been in the present century several failures of the potato, 
and one particularly in 1822, in which, in addition to large public 
grants, there* were private subscriptions from England amounting 
to 300,000/., a sum so ample that there was a laige residue above 
wbat was required. There was another alarm of the same kind, 
and similar demands, though to a smaller amount, on the public 
purse, in 1831 ; and in 1835, 1836, 1837 ; and again in 1839. 
But it was not by occasional alarms only, however frequent, that 
the Irish people, if they had bad common foresight and industry, 
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ouglit to have been warned of the precarious position in which 
a potato-fed population must always stand. Under the most 
favourable circumstances the potatoes could never be preserved 
for a whole year. They generally, and tliat only with care, lasted 
about nine months. For three months the peasantry have always 
been put to their shifts to supply their ])lace,* and oatmeal — an 
equally indigenous production — was the cheapest and readiest sub- 
stitute. This important fact, which every Irishman, gentle and 
simple, must know, which Arthur Young notices (passim), and 
which was the basis of his earnest recommendations of a better 
and more varied course of (culture, produced no efl’ect whatsoever 
on the general practice. No succession of cro])s — the same eter- 
nal reliance on the potato — the same miserable culture of a scanty 
oat — the land grow ing every \ ear more exhausted, left the alimen- 
tary condition of the j)oor in Ireland worse, we are satisfied, in 
the year ISdo than it had been in 174o — certainly worse than it 
was in 1770, when Arthur Young offered his unavailing ad- 
vice. Why, it may be asked, did not the gentry counteract and 
remedy this neglect? We might answer epigrammatically, that 
the gentry wen* Irish also : but the epigram would be in a vast 
number of cases unjust. In the first place, the peculiarity of 
the tenuie under which the greater jiart of Ireland is held 
deprived the nominal landlord of much, and generally indeed 
of all, that inti lienee and control which a real landlord might 
have over his tenants. Large tracts of foifeited lands were ori- 
ginally granted to a few great proprietors, who, unable to people 
or cultivate such extensive possessions, under-granted them at a 
fee- farm profit-rent to a more numerous class of undertakers — who 
again granted or sub-let for long leases to others — and so on till 
the land, burdened with so many profit-rents to various land- 
lords^ reached, through the hands of the last middleman or land- 
jobber, the real cultivator at an exorbitant rack-rent; and so 
rooted iiad this system become, that the poorest tenant who 
could obtain a lease became immediately a middleman in his 
turn, and hard as his own condition w^as, there were others 
always ready to find ‘ in the lowest depth a lower still.’ Many 
of the earlier grants of these series were perpetuities — many 
that may in law be considered as middlemen are in fact indepen- 
dent landlords, paying only a kind of (}uit-rent — and there are 
sometimes two or three successive grants of perpetuities; there 
were also long leases, for lives, for years, and for both ; and since 
the unfortunate grant of the elective franchise to the Roman Ca- 
tholics, and the still more unfortunate adoption of the legal quibble 
by which leases for lives were considered as electoral freeholds, 
the Irish landlord was induced, for political purposes, to cut up 
VOL. LXXXV. NO. CLXX. 2 L llis 
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his land into miserable forty- shilling fiecliolds, and to part with 
it for one, two, or three lives — generally his own, his son’s, and 
the tenant’s. He thus not only lost all direct power over his pro- 
perty, but was even obliged to manage the tenant (and the worse 
the tenant was the more management he required) in order to 
secure his vote — which, however, of late years he never got unless 
through the favour of the Priests, in whom it may be truly said 
the whole of this franchise was for all piaelical pur- 
poses vested. This is now avowed by the organ oi the ])riests ; — 

‘The priests were the real sinews of OTJonnelTs fifty years* war. 
They worked for him in e\eiy caj)aeity ; they were Ids fii ld-marslials 
and his tax-gatherers. 'J'he p/irsfs wtre the incu who cdrried the 
popular elrrtions in spite of bent brows and iwpnal'naj ej('ct)nenis : 
and more than all, tliey were the m(‘fi who wedded religion to agi~ 
tatio7iy thereby infused a c* harmed life into the latter.* — Nation^ 
\3th Sejd.y 1849. 

It is quite clear that in such a state of things the real power, 
and therefore the moral responsihdity of e\en the ])est landlords, 
were extremely limited ; but notwithstanding th(*sc diflicultlos, we 
find a great number of landlords making very strenuous and in 
most cases judicious efforts to improve their estates and instruct 
and civilise their tenantry. A large' proportion ot Young’s pages 
is occujiied with atleni]3ts of this kind; and we have already gi\en 
tw'o or three instances of their total failure, as far as regarded 
the improvement of the tenantry — ‘ nolwdg followed themr 'Fwo 
of these attempts, to which Young gave special attention and 
large commendation, arc worth remaiking. 

Among the afllieling accounts wliirh the daily papers present 
us from all parts of Ireland, from none (except perhaps from 
Skibbereen) have they lieen more distressing than from Westport. 
Now we find from Young, and wo know from other simrces, that 
nowhere in Ireland or England were IIhuc to be found more 
public-spirited, judii if)us, and liberal improvers than the landlords 
of Westport — the Earl of Altamont, in Young’s time, and his 
son the first Mar(|uis of Sligo, who succeeded in 17S1, and died 
in 1809. The latter was so zealous an improver, that he was 
about 1801 the founder and first president of a great agricultural 
institution called ‘ The Farming Society of Ireland,’ Nor have 
we any reason to suppose that the late lord, the second Marquis, 
was inattentive to bis csbites and tenantry. Those noblemen were 
habitually resident at their fine seat of Westport, and created, 
indeed, the pretty and as it seemed thriving town adjoining; they 
introduced manufactures into the neighbourhood, and gave the 
best examples of and encouragement to agriculture, both by cul- 
tivation and favQuring the export of corn, which they built ware- 
houses 
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houses to store and a jiier to ship — ^hut all would not do V The 
(fcnius loci has been too stron"* for the exotic industry they had 
piv>duce(l ; and Westport, even before she had become a locus of 
pauper wretchedness, was sneered at as a monument of the folly, 
as it is now termed, of improvements which the country is not 
prepared to imitate and support. In 1842 Thackeray found 
Westj)ort desolate, though it had not yet become a lazar-house. 

^ Tiierc was a long handsome pier, and one solitary cutter lying 
alo?igside it, w'hicli may or may not be there now. As for the ware- 
houses, they are enormous ; and might accommodate, J should think, 
not only the trade of AVcst[)ort, but of INbuicliester too. Tliere arc 
huge stre(‘ts of tlu‘se liouses, ten stories high, with eranes, owners’ 
names, &c., marked AVine Stores, Flour Store s, Ijoiidt'd Tobacco Ware- 
houses, and so forth. I'liese dismal mansolcuins, as vast as pyramids, 
arc the places w here the dead trade of Wt.'>t})ort lies buried — a trade 
that, in its lifetime, pro])al)ly was about ns big as a mouse. Nor is 
this tli(‘ first nor tlie hundredth plaeo to l)(» ‘^een in this country, wliich 
sanguine hnihlers have erected to aceommodate an imaginary com- 
merce. Millowners over-mill themselves, merchants over-warehouse 
tliemselves, s(|uires over-eastle themselves, little tradesmen about Dublin 
and the cities o\(‘r-villa and over-gig themselves, ami we hear sad 
tales about hereditary liondagc and the accursed tyranny of England.* 
— vol. ii. pp. 92, 93. 

Mr. Thackeray *s sarcasm is too generally just, but in this par- 
ticular instance we think ho magnifies the original disproportion — 
at least we have reason to believe that about the beginning of the 
century Westport was a busy place, with no more commercial 
accommodation than there was immediate or probable use for. 

The other instance to which we have alluded of calamitous 
failure on the part of improvers is the estate of Strokestown, re- 
cently infamous by the murder of Major Mahon, for the mortal 
offence of endeavouring to rescue his property from the hands of 
a pauper and mutinous tenantry, who would neither pay rent nor 
cultivate the land, nor permit others to do so. We find in Young 
that Mr. Mahon, the Major's ancestor, was an active and judicious 
improver. He occupies a large share of Young's favourable 
notice. Ho Imported a ploughman from Suffolk to instruct the 
boys not only of his own estate, but of his neighbours’, in the art 
of ploughing — a notable desideratum, it seems; for, wonderful to 
say, it was only the day before Y oung arrived at Strokestow n 
that he had found the farmers drawing their ploughs and harrows 
by their horses' tails / 

‘ Indignant reader !’ he exclaims, ‘ this is no jest of mine, but cruel, 
stubborn, barbarous truth. It is so all over Cavan.* — p. 170. 

and, ns he subsequently saw, in other parts of Ireland also. 

2 I. 2 ‘ Near 
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‘ Near Castlebar their husbandry is admirable ! They have three 
customs A>hicli I must begin with : — • 

‘ First, they harrow Inj the tad. 

‘ Itnn, tliey burn the corn in the straw without tlirashing it. 

‘ Itnn, the fellow who leads the horses of a ])h)ngh icaths hachirard 
before them the wliole da}' long; and in order to make them advance, 
strikes them in the face.’ — Youny, p. 209. 

He adds, (p. 174,) that even In Ferinana^li. close to the civi- 
lizing influeiKO of the b('ne\olcnt lords of Florence Court, the 
^doid/hinr/ In/ the tall had been abandon(‘(l only seven years before 
liis visit. To all which e\idences of liuinanit\ and coiimion 
sense among the ‘ finest peasanli) in the world’ may b(' added the 
practice of plucking the feathers of their live g(‘ese, and the 
tearing off, or rather tearing ant, th(‘ wool fiom the backs of 
their live sheej), to save the trouble of shearing. Most of these 
things \ oLing ri'peatedly witnessed in the }ear J77f), in a Christian 
countrv, where many who are still alive were then living — when 
Lord I^lunkett was twelve and the Duke of \\^‘lllnglon seven 
years old — when th(* young Ci rattan and the mature Flood were 
wasting in obscure ])arly sijuabbles the eloepumee and eneigies 
which would have been better employed in endea\ouring to vender 
unnecessary such a disgrace to their country as a statute Anc against 
])l()itf/]nnf/ Inj the tad, burning corn in the straw, and. tearint/ oat 
the loool of live sheep. 

It is true tliat those more gross and brutal barbarisms have now 
vanished; but have we essentially improved the moral (ondilioii of 
the pcojile? They no longer, indeed, excoriate sheep or plougli 
by the tail, but they murder landlords! 1 lear Air. Thackera> : — 

‘ Look yonder at those two Iminlred ragged fellow-.siihjecfs of yours; 
they are kind, good, jiions, brutal, starving. If the pric.-^t tells them, 
there is .scar(*eany penance they will not perform — there is scarcely any 
pitch of misery which they Jiave not been knowm to endure, nor any 
degree of generosity of whiidi they are not eapable : but if a man 
comes among these jieople, and can affliid to take land over their 
heads, or if he invents a machine which can work more economically 
than their labour, they will shoot the man dow'ii without mercy, murder 
him, or put him to liorrible tortures, and glory almost in wdiat they do. 
There stand tlie men ; they are oidy separated from us by a few [laces ; 
they are as fond of their mothers and children as w e are ; their grati- 
tude for small kindnesses shown to them is extraordinary ; they are 
Christians as we are; but, interfere with their interests, and they will 
murder you without pity.’ — Skeich-booky i. 160. 

It seems to be the fashion to say that the country is of late 
years wonderfully improved. The first greeting that any one who 
revisits Ireland after a few years’ interval receives, is the self- 
complacent question, uttered in a tone that challenges an affir- 
mative 
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mfitive answer, ‘ Do you not see a vast improvement in every- 
tliiijfr?’ Wc confess that, with the evidence before us, we could 
lianlly venture to irive the expected reply, though we suppose 
that Irish li lends would Ije scandalij^cd at our hesitation. 

'I'ake, Ibr instance, the main point of all — food. There is no 
hint, in all Young’s voluminous details, that "tlun e had been of 
late years any want of food. On the contrary, he repeatedly 
notices, witli a homely expression of satisl'action, that the poor, 
ignorant, and uncultivated people had ^ ahcaijs a hclhfJuV Now 
has that been tlie case in our day, even beiore the late positive 
famine? In 1S38 Lady (Jhatterton deplored the peasantry in 
the neighbourhood of Coik being reduced to gather nettles for 
food {R(nnh1vs, ii. I'il). In the month of August, 1S4’2 — three 
years befori! the potato-lillght of 1845- -Mr. Thackeray saw at 
Kilcullen, only twenty-two miles from the capital, on the great 
southern road — 

‘ hut few pe()[)l(‘, except a croud round a meal-shop, where meal is 
distributed oiiee ii-weekby the neighbouring gentry [cruel landlords!]. 
There must have bec'u .some hundreds of person.s waiting about the 
iloors. (Joiiig a littli* further, wo saw women pulling weeds and 
nettles in tlu* iK'dgi^j on wdiicli di^Illal sustenance the poor creatures 
liv^e.’ — vol. i. p. 44. 

As be proceeded, he found matters still worse : — 

‘ Idironglioui the south and west of Ireland llie traveller i.s haunted 
by the lai;e of the jtopular sfar ration. It is not the exception — it is 
tin' condition of the })oople. In this fairi'st and richest of countries, 
men are sntl’ering and fftarving Inj inilHonm* There are thousands of 
them at this minute stretched in the sun.>hine at their cabin doors with 
no work, .scareely any food, no liope seemingly. Strong eountrymeii 
are lying in bed the hunger'^^ been use a man lying on his hack 

(hx's not need so mneh food as a person a-foot. Many of them have 
toi'ii up tiie unripe potatoes from their little gardens, and to exist now 
must [(jn, neglect to?] look to winter, when they shall h.ive to sufier 
starvation and cold too.’ — vol. i. p. 146, 

Again : Young, in his extensive and accurate inquiries, found 
that almost every peasant, or, as he sometimes phrases it, ^ every 
cabin,’ had at least one cow, many Uco, some three — and this 
throughout the whole country. In one district in Cork he notices, 
as an exception to be regretted, lliat some cabins had not a cow. 
He even gives, from his own inquiry and inspection, numerical 
tables of the condition of the people on estates in three provinces. 

He examined 22 ^ haipnakcrs^ at Mr. Rushe’s, in the county 
of Kilkenny, and found each family, or ‘ cabin,’ to have on the 
average — 

‘ 64 souls ; 1 cow ; i a horse ; 2 hogs.’ — p. 72. 

Two only had no animal. 

On 
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On Sir Lucius O’llrien’s estate in Clare, he examined 4o 
‘ labourers,^ and found in c'ach cabin an avenge (ff — 

^ () souls; 3 cows; liorses ; 9^ sheep.’ — p. 239. 

Three only ol 43 had no anima]. 

On Sir James Oald well’s estate on the borders of l‘\*rnianagh 
and Donegal, he examined 31 ^ lahourerSy and found to cNieh 
cabin — 

‘ 6 souls ; 3-V cows; aiul each sowed 5 gallons of flax-seed.’ — j>. I (13. 
One only had no cow. 

\\ e should be glad to believe that anything lihe this could be 
now reported ol the labouring edasses throughout Ireland. 

Our readiTS may perhaps recollect the wishes we expressed 
three years ago in an article on French Agriculture R., 

vol. Ixxix. jx 232), that the Oovernment would set about pro- 
curing returns of agricultural produce and stock in these coun- 
tries, as had been done in hVance. Wo perceive with great 
satisfaction that Lord (darendon has already accomplished this 
great and valuable work in Ireland, and very detailed returns for 
the }ears 1847 and ISIS, obtained and ably classified, under his 
Excellency’s directions, by Captain Larcoin, one of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Ireland, have b«‘cn laid before Par- 
liament. In these returns we find an approximate account of the 
stock on the several denominations of farms in Ireland. These 
do not enable us to make a comparison with the particular estates 
mentioned by Arthur l^iung, nor do they distinguish roirs from 
other cattle, but they indicate a great d(;crease in the average of 
cows given by Arthur Young, as may be seen by the following 
table, in which Young’s staienients arc coinjiared with the oHicial 
averages ol the counties in which his accounts were taken : — 

Ar. Youiijj. Official Uetiirn. 

Average of cows to each cabin — 1776. 1847. 

Kilkenny 1 , . ^ 

Clare 3 . . iV 

Fermanagh 3^ .. 

In these counties we see that the average is reduced since 1776 
by above two-thirds ; and, deducing from both authorities an aver- 
age for the whole kingdom, the result appears to be, in round 
numbers, that in 1776 each cabin had two cows, and that in 1847 
two cabins have but one cow. It may be saia that in 1847 the 
progress of the famine had already diminished the number of 
cows; this is true; but we also find in these returns that the 
small holdings have been diminished in a greater proportion than 
the cattle ; that therefore the proportion of cows to holdings was 
greater in 1847 than before the famine — and consequently that a 

tMnparison 
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cornj)arison between the comforts of the poor in 1776 and 1845 
would have })eeu still more unfavourable to the latter.* 

We have also had the opportunity of obtaining the state of 
this case on an estate which has the general reputation of being 
th(^ very b(?st managed in the best part of Ulster, where there is 
not a middleman, and the farmers and labourers arc suj)posed to 
be amongst the most comfortable in Ireland : on that estate we 
are inforimul that 2S0 cottier tenants possess but 75 cows. 

Mr, and Mrs. Hall, indeed, seem to biing us better tidings; — 

‘ Of late yi^ars a decided hiiproveiiKait has taken place amongst all 
classes tlirougliout Ireland. Tii the year we made a tour in 

Ireland and another in 1840. The iinproveniont in these four years 
was so pjiraordinarj/ as almost to exceed belief: during our previous 
visit we noted rcnuniratirdtj Utile alteration in the. external aspect of 
the eountnf or in the condition of its people from what we had knotvii 
them t went if ifcars a<fO ; but of late tJie move forward has been 
Avouderful .’ — Ilidf i. d. 

We quite agree with the writers that this sudden advance within 
four years after a stagnation of ticentjf * almost exceeds belief 
and we could therefore have wished that they had furnished us 
with a few specific and corroborative facts of so marvellous a 
change, particularly as we find in otli(*r parts of their work a 
good deal that seems to us of a quite contrary tendency ; but 
tliere is one short phraser mixed up with this Utopian eulogy 
which teirqiers it very considerably, and brings it almost within 
the verge? of credibility ; — 

‘ 'idle very lower class, perhaps, has not yet felt the full benefit of 
this movement. * — ibid. i. 3. 

Now, this admission, from writers who hcmcstly confess their 
reluctance to relate anything ‘^discreditable to the majority of the 
people,’ may, we think, be fairly taken as a confession that this 
supposed improvement has not in any perceptible degree reached 
‘ tJie very lower class.’ Ilut it is that ‘ very lower class’ that con- 
stitutes the whole difficulty, and to which alone such inquiries 
as these apply. Everybody admits that the upper and middle 
classes have always been assimilated in some measure to the cor- 
responding ranks in England, It is towards the mass of the people, 
who are unfortunately too justly comprised in the designation of 
‘ the very low est class,’ that the public solicitude is, and ought to 
be, directed ; anfl we see that even the good-natured Mr. and Mrs. 

* It appears by these returns, that in the last two years there has been a ditniiiutioii 
of the smaller farmers in Ireland to the iiumher of 71,137, and an increase of the 
larger ones of 3670. 

Hall 
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Hall are obliged, after the bold and decisive statement of the im- 
provement oi all classes, to make the cautious, though somewhat 
Hibernian exception of the largest class of all — a class that cer- 
tainly includes eic^lit or nine-tenths of the })eo})le they profess to 
describe. 

VVe attach verV i^reat importance to this point ; because it is, 
as we before said, the fashion of the country — into which tourists 
are apt to fall — to belie\e, or at least to assert, that substantial 
improvements, agricultural and social, have been both rapidly 
and steadily pronrressinpf ; and it is of vital conse(|uence to know 
whether Ireland has really been pro^ressin*^ or deteriorating: under 
her present system. Since the failure of. the potato crop and the 
efforts made by many of the gfentry, and especially the impulse 
given by Lord Clarendon's instructors, there has been, we have 
every reason to think, a visible though slight and partial im- 
provement in agriculture. But of the general imjirovement, 
which we are told was so rapid jn'ior to this inlliction, wo 
entertain very stubborn doubts, in every respect hut one — a 
very important one, indeed, which we are glad to record — the 
increased temperance of the lower classes. In that resjiect there 
is, we are informed and believe, a manifest improvement, which, 
however, we can trace nowhere else; and, conceiving nothing to 
be so mischievous as the system of llattery and deception which 
cherishes the vanity and indolence of the people, we shall pr(*sent 
our readers with some specimens of civilization and industry chiefly 
from the — we wish we could also avail ourselves of the pencil 
—of Mr. Thackeray, who visited Ireland a year or two I.itia than 
that wonderful advance discovered by Mr. and Mrs. 1 1 all. 

We shall ofidcavour to classify a little our scattered materials; 
and first as to manners and habits. 

The feature that we believe first and most remarkably strikes 
every stranger on entering Ireland is the habitual untidiness, the 
slattern negligence, or the perverse absurdity with which every- 
thing is done, or half done, or left altogether undone. At the 
Shel bourne {sic) Hotel — which, though it cannot spell its own 
name, advertises itself as ‘ the largest, best situated, and cheapest 
hotel in Dublin,’ and which undoubtedly is in the most fashion- 
able part of the town — the fastidious Englishman found it neces- 
sary to suggest that the room allotted to him should be washed — 
an operation which it had visibly not undergone for six months ; 
and when the window, looking on the magnificent area of St. Ste- 
phen’s Green — ‘ the finest square in Europe,’ says the advertise- 
ment — was raised U> accelerate the drying of the floor, there was 
no way of keeping it open but by propping it with the hearth-- 

brush — 
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hrnsh — which of course in the month of July was not likely to 
1)0 required for its proper duty at the fireside, (i. 32.) If 
Ireland could produce another Swift, a new Sermon on a Broom- 
- stick mi<Tht be more practically useful than the old one, and the 
followins^ ex})lanalory passaj^e would afford a text : — 

‘ 'J'he hotel is majestically conducted by clerks'and other officers ; 
th(i landlonl himself does not appear after the honest ■ comfortable 
English lashion, but lives in a private mansion hard by, wliere his 
iiaine may be read inscribed on a brass-plate, like that of any other 
private gentleman.’ — Sketch-hook^ i. 10. 

In the whole town of llandon Mr. Thackeray did not see one 
window that had not a broken pane; and a traveller of 1819 
thought that even in civilised Belfast the broken windows of the 
upjier floors, in some of the streets, were rather too numerous, 
"i'he very railroads -whose essence it is to be punctual and per- 
fect, and uhich must of course, in all their arrangements, 
present a contrast to everything else in Ireland — are not al wavs 
exempt from the national influence. On the morning of J'uesday 
the 7th ot August, 1(S49, the first-class passengers of the Great 
Southern and Western Bailway, bound for Mallow, Cork, and 
Killarney, found, on emerging from the magnificent station in 
Dublin, that all the glass windows of all the first-class carriages 
had been removed. The morning was wet and stormy — the worst 
of the whole season — and the wind drove floods of rain through 
and through the carriages, so that the passengins were forced to 
stoj) the ivindoics with their oirn cloaks and greatcoats; nor could 
this strange blunder be remedied till the arrival ol the train at 
the Limerick junction — three fourths of the whole wav — wdiere 
another carriage with windows was, after some sliglit*deinur, sub- 
stituted by the superintendent; but this itself was, from standing 
by unused, in so dusty, not to say dirty, a state that some Jadv 
passengers declined the accommodation, and continued, as the 
day had grow fine, in their original damp seats. One of the 
travellers by this same train purchased at the book-shop of 
Messrs. Bradford and Co., in Patrick Street, Cork, a guide-book 
for that town, published by that respectable firm. By some acci- 
dent the binder had omitted the three or four last leaves of the 
index — from a to half of L being present, the rest absent. On the 
purchaser's remarking this circumstance, a dozen other copies of the 
work were obligingly produced, but they all had the same defect. 
Then followed the usual Irish expedient of a prolusion of incon- 
sistent excuses, and even defences of this deficiency, until at last the 
bookseller cut the matter short, Jind made the volume what he called 
perfect by — tearing out the two leaves, a to i. : thus getting rid of 

the 
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the defect by getting rid of the index altogether; and he seemed 
rather surprised at his customer’s being dissatisfied with the 
operation. We should hardly have ventured to repeat so strange 
an anecdote, if we were n6t able thus to specify the parties, the 
place, and the volume. 

At a lodging-house kept by the ‘pretty’ and ‘ladylike’ 
widow of a merchant in Cork, we have a small but not insig- 
nificant incident related in Mr. Thackeray's lighter style : — 

‘ One word more regarding the Widow Fagan’s house. When 
Peggy brought in coals for the drawing-room fire, she carried them — 
in what, do you think ? “ In a coal-scuttle, to be sure,” says the 

English reader, down on you as sharp as a needle. 

‘ No, you clever Englishman, it wasn’t a coal-scuttle. 

‘ “ AV^elJ, then, it was in a fire^Shovel,” says that brightest of wits, 
guessing again. 

‘ No, it wasyjbt a fire-shovel, you heaven-born genius : and you 
might guess from this until Mrs. Snooks called you up to coH’ee, and 
you would never find out. It was in something which I have already 
described in IMrs. Fagan’s pantry. 

‘ Oh, I have you now, it was the bucket wdiere the potatoes were ; 
the thlattenily wetch !” says Snooks. 

‘ Wrong again— Peggy brought up the coals — in a china plate ! ’ 
— vol. i. pp. i55, ld6. 

Mr. Thackeray accompanies Mr. Martin, at whose castle he 
was staying, and a stipendiary magistrate, to a court of petty ses- 
sions at Koundstown in Connemara. 'Fhe sessions room was 
furnished 

‘ with a deal table, a couple of chairs for the two magistrates, and a 
Testament rjolth a paper cross pasted on it, to be kissed by the wit- 
nesses and complainants frequenting the court.’ — vul. ii. p. GO. 

What a ‘ picture in little’ of untidiness and neglect is this un- 
seemly make-shift for the symbol so peculiarly reverenced by the 
}>eople ! — and that too when Testaments with a cross handsomely 
stamped on their cover are sold by numerous pedlers through- 
out the country for sixpence — nay, sometimes as low as three- 
pence. 

At Skibbereen, which has since obtained so deplorable a 
notoriety, Mr. Thackeray happens to take a peep into some of 
the ohscuvex pen^ralia of bis hotel. 

^ But of all the wonderful things to be seen in Skibberecn, Dan 
the waiter’s pantry is the most wonderful — every article within is a 
make-shift, and has been ingeniously perverted from its original desti- 
nation. Here lie bread, blacking, fresh butter, tallow-candles, dirty 
knives— -all in the same cigar-box, with snuff, milk, cold bacon, brovb 

sugar, 
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sugar, broken tea-cups, and bits of soap. No pen can describe that 
establishment, as no English imagination could have conceived it.’ — 
vol. i. p. 172. 

These may seein^ and indeed in Ithemselves are, very small 
jualtcrs; but are not all this dirt, negligence, aijd disorder in the 
domestic arrangements of an entire people, symptoms of the idle- 
ness and neglect in more important concerns which have pro- 
duced an accumulation of human misery ^such as no imagination 
can conceive V The disorganizing principle is the same, only that — 

‘ Now a bubble bursts, and now a world.’ 

The following topics and scenes arc of more serious import. 

To an English eye the most startling and painful sight must 
be the houses and the dress, if they can be so called, of the 
lower classes. We need not describe the dwellings: most of 
them are no better than they appear in Lithiiow’s picture, many 
are worse. Even in Ulster, by the side of that magnificent 
road which has been constructed from Glenarm and Cushendall 
to Bally castle, there are to be seen collections of hovels infinitely 
inferior to anything we can conceive of a Hottentot kraal. If 
here and there you detect something that makes a distant approach 
to comfort or to neatness, you will find on inquiry that they are 
under the iinm(‘diate influence of some neighbouring gentleman 
or lady, or that there is an Englishman or Englislvwoman in the 
neighbourhood, or that the owners arc Protestants, or connected 
with the Police,* or the Railroa<ls. Anything like tidiness or 
comfort on the part of the native Irish is exceedingly rare. 

Their dress requires a few more detailed observations. In 
the North, the men who xcork are tolerably well dressed, and all 
wear shoes. In the South and West the working men are 
poorly clad, yet still less ill than the women: but everywhere, 
throughout all parts, even in the best towns, and in Dublin 
itself, you will meet men and boys — not dressed, not covered — 
but hung round with a collection of rags of unimaginable variety, 
•squalidity, and filth — walking dung-hills. That old pleasantry, 
as it seemed to be, of the Irish peasants robbing the English 
scarecrows affords an imperfect idea of these frightful exhibitions. 
No one ever saw an English scarecrow with such rags ; no 
English farmer's servant would touch them; and boys of ten or 

* It ii impoiBible to say too much of that ailtnirable body the Police. Ita influence 
not merely in keeping the peace, but in correcting and civilizing the habits of the people^ 
if visible all around their establishments. The creation of this force is certainly the 
greatest boon that Sir Hobert Peel ever conferred upon Ireland ; and we trust due cove 
is taken by the superior authorities to prevent any deterioration of its com^ition. 
None but men of irreproachable character and fair abilities should be admitted into it. 

twelve 
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twelve years old are to be seen with a tippet of these loathsome 
shreds about their necks, and all below stark naked. No such 
sights as these are to be seen, we are confident, anywhere else 
on the face of the globe. 

In the South and West the greater number of the women are 
wretchedly clad ; sometimes they are almost as destitute of decent 
covering as the male apparitions we have just described: but 
throughout the whole country — even in the North — the vast 
majority of females are bare-footed. Nothing makes more effect 
on a stranger, or less, it seems, on the natives, than this, as the 
stranger thinks, humiliation of the gentler sex. We do not think 
it could have been so general in Young’s day, for he mentions, as 
attracting particular notice, a barefooted girl : one with shoes 
would be now the exception. The Reverend James Hall, who 
travelled in Ireland in 1807, says that ^ to be without shoes is 
not uncommon : ’ a phrase which evidently implies that bare feet 
were not then the majorit}^ as they now indisputably are ; and he 
notices, with some expression of surprise, a barefooted girl with 
a knot of red ribbons in a neat clean cap ( Traiu in Ireland, vol, i. 
p. 7y). Such incongruities are now nothing remarkable. A 
friend of ours this summer met an otherwise decently dressed 
girl bare-footed ; and on asking her why she did not wear shoes, 
she pleaded poverty — that she could not afford them : yet she had 
on a handsome red shawl, and a cap plentifully trimmed with 
lace. He also saw another damsel very smartly dressed^ with a 
gay gown, a mock Cashmere shawl, a neat straw bonnet, and lace? 
veil, a silk parasol, and bare feet! — but these instances were in 
the North. In the SouHi and West, half the female person is often 
as naked as the feet; but amidst all this squalid exposure it must 
be said of the poor creatures that an immodest word, look, or ges- 
ture is rarely to be detected, even among the most destitute. 1 1 
is true that this absence of chaussures is not always the result of 
poverty, though it may be of economy : long habit has made it 
easier to them, and they certainly often carry their shoes and stock- 
ings in their hands along the roads, and put them on when they 
approach the town. Lady Chatterton tells us that her maids pro- 
tested that they caught violent colds by wearing shoes; and an 
old woman at her Ladyship’s gate had well nigh got her death 
by a fever, brought on by a pair of shoes and stockings in which 
she was over-persuaded in one cold winter to incarcerate her 
lower extremities. 

This unseemly habit extends^' even into the best towns. In 
Belfast and Londonderry, for instance, half at least of the women 
that one sees in the streets are barefooted ; but so inattentive does 
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the mind become to what the ey e is accustomed to, that when a late 
traveller ha})pened to express his wonder at so general a defi- 
ciency of shoes and stockings in so civilized a town as London- 
, derry, a gcmtlemaii present, well accjjuaiiitcd with Londonderry, 
and quite incapable of any intentional inaccuracy, totally denied 
the fact, asserting that ^ such a thing might perhaps be seen in 
some country districts, but 7?ot in the cif)/ of Londonderry.'' On 
this downright contradiction l^etween two such respectable eye- 
witnesses, a poll was demanded, and taken by reckoning the women 
that should ])ass a given window, in one of the principal streets of 
the city, in a given time : — and the result turned out to be in the 
proportion of five women with shoes and stockings to fourteen 
without. 'I'his was in August, 1849. 

Nor is it, we regret to say, the ‘ poor Popish natives’ only that 
exhibit this untidiness. Many of the public edifices and monu- 
ments, for which the higher classes are responsible, are in a state 
of discreditable unfinish or neglect. Several of the architectural 
fa(;ades of principal churches in Dublin have stopped short at 
the lower story. A Palladiati fountain was erected in Merrion- 
square, aft(T the style of those in Paris and Rome — but it never 
was supplied with water ; and, says the Guide-book, ‘has been 
shamefully mutilated.’ By a singular coincidence this waterless 
fountain was dedicated to a deceased Lord Lieutenant, with this 
appropriate inscrij)tion : — 

‘ ITis salteni accumulem donis, ct fungar inani 
‘ Munere ! ’ 

The great Wellington trophy in the Phoenix Park has been, for 
thirty years, waiting for its statue. The celebrated statue of 
King William, ' of glorious and immortal memory,’ in College 
Green — the idol of the Orangemen and the abhorrence of the 
Papists, concerning the painting of which there is an annual 
squabble — is, the Guide-book tells us, of bronze^ but we suspect 
it must be of lead — not from their painting it, but because the 
material, whatever it be, of the limbs of both the hero and his 
horse has so given way as to require being shored up by a block 
of wood, though not so as to jirevent the whole group exhibiting a 
most ludicrous specimen of distortion. Another similar statue 
of King George II. on the Grand Parade of Cork is certainly 
lead, and still more portentously dislocated ; and the gay colours 
in which both these works of art are painted give additional effect 
to the paralytic deformity. Now that the Corporations have be- 
come Papist, we are not surprised that they should willingly 
mahitain such libels on the Protestant Kings ; but wc wonder that 
loyalty and common sense do not step in either to restore t^e 
figures to something like a shape, or to remove them altogether. 
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All through the country Mr. Thackeray noticed the florid archi- 
tecture and large dimensions of a crowd of Roman Catholic 
chapels, churches, and cathedrals, which are in different stages of 
erection — but he did not, vye thinks sec a single one in town or 
country completed, nor is there any likelihood that there will be 
either funds ox: perseverance enough to finish a tithe of what are 
commenced. 

Of the posting-stage, called the Royal Oah, on the most fre- 
quented thoroughfare in Ireland, and in the remarkably civilized 
county of Carlow, Mr. Thackeray relates — 

‘ As we stopped for a moment in the place, troops of slatternly, 
ruffianly-looking fellows assembled round the carriage, dirty lieads 
peeped out of all tlie dirty windows, beggars camci forward with a 
joke and a prayer, and troops of children raised their shouts and 
halloos. I confess, with regard to the beggars, that I never yet have had 
tlie slightest sentiment of compassion for the oldest or dirtiest of 
them, or been inclined to give them a penny; they come crawling 
round you with lying prayers and loathsome conniliments, that make 
the stomach turn; they do not even disguise that they are lies; for, 
refuse them, and the wretches turn off with a laugh and a joke — a 
miserable grinning cynicism that creates distrust and indifference, and 
must be, one would tliink, the very best way to close the purse, not to 
open it, for objects so unworthy.’— vol. i. p. 69. 

Similar specimens of what he calls the ‘ moral aspect ' of the 
people occur in all parts of the country ; for instance, at another 
posting-stage, in the county of Kilkenny : — 

* A dirty, old, contented, decrepit idler was lolling in the sun at a 
shop-door, and hundreds of the population of the dirty, oh I, decrepit, 
contented place were emj)loycd in tlie lihe way, A dozen of boys 
were playing at pitch and toss; oilier male and female beggars were 
sitting on a wall looking into a stream ; scores of ragamuffins, of 
course, round the carriage ; and beggars galore at the door of the little 
ale-house or hotel.’ — vol. i. p. 77. 

And again at Cork : — 

‘ As the carriage drove up, a magnificent mob was formetl round 
the vehicle, and we had a,|i opportunity of at once making acquaintance 
with some of the dirtiest rascally faces that all Ireland presents. Be- 
sides these professional rogues and beggars, who make a point to attend 
on all vehicles, everybody else seemed to stop too, to see that wonder, 
a coach and four horses. People issued from their shops, heads ap- 
peared at windows. I have seen the Queen pass in state in London, 
and not bring together a crowd near so great as that which assembled 
in the busiest street of the second city of the kingdom, just to look at 
a gpreen coach and four bay horses. Have they nothing else to do? — 
or is it that they will do nothing but stare, swagger, and be idle in the 
streeta?’— vol. i. p. 100. 
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This was in the best part of the town — but worse was behind — 
imperfectly seen, but significantly shadowed forth : — 

‘ I have mentioned the respectable quarter of the city — for there 
• are quarters in it swarming with life, but of such a frightful kind as 
no pen need care to describe ; alleys where the odours and rags and 
darkness arc so hideous, that one runs frightened away from tliem. In 
some of tliem, they say, not the policeman, only the priest^ can pene- 
trate. I asked a Roman Catholic clergyman of the city to take me 
into some of these haunts.^ hut he refused very justly ; and indeed a 
man may be quite satisfied with what he can see in the mere outskirts 
of the districts, witliout caring to penetrate further. Not far from the 
quays is an open space where the poor hold a market or bazaar. Here 
is liveliness and business enough ; ragged women chattering and crying 
their beggarly wares ; ragged boys gloating over dirty apple and pic- 
stalls ; fish frying, and raw and stinking ; clothes-booths, where you 
might buy a wardrobe for scarecrows ; old nails, hoops, bottles, and 
marine wares ; old battered furniture, that has been sold against starva- 
tion. In the streets round about this place, on a sunshiny day, all the 
black gaping windows and mouldy steps are covered with squatting 
lazy figures — women, with bare breasts, nursing babies, and leering a 
joke as you pass by — ragged chihlreii paddling everywhere.^ — vol. i. 
pp. 136, 137. 

The ‘ leer,* however, we believe, is less frequently immodest than 
the rest of the exhibition would lead one to expect. And a little 
further on, near that famous —is that the proper term ? — Skib- 
bereen, 

‘ There was only one wretched village along the road, but no lack 
of population ; ragged people who issued from their cabins as the 
coach passed, or were sitting by the way-side. Everybody seems 
sitting by the way-side here ; one never sees this general repose in 
England — a sort of ragged la^y contentment. All the children 
seemed to be on the watch for the coach; waited very knowingly 
and carefully their opportunity, and then hung on by scores behind.' 
— vol. i. p. 174. 

A later traveller — one of the present season — assures us that at 
Millstreet — the stage where the Killarney coaches change horses — 
there is so formidable an array of beggars of all ages, both sexes, 
and infinite varieties of filth and impudence, that it is necessary 
on the arrival of the coaches to have the armed Police drawn out 
to form a circle for the personal protection of the passengers. 
This takes place as often as the coaches pass^ and this process of 
attack and defence seems to constitute in fact the only business 
of the population and the regular duty of the police. 

And be it not forgotten, that Mr. Thackeray’s sketches — from 
which the later accounts do not at all vary — were made three 
years before the potato failure in 1845, to which is now altogether 
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attributed an extent of misery which, there is abundance of evi- 
dence to show, was before that visitation already at a height which 
appeared incapable of increase. Public patience has been wearied, 
though public charity has pot been exhausted, by special appeals 
from Skihhereen and its neighbourhood; but the pictures just 
copied incline ua to regret that some of the zeal no\V so impor- 
tunate in begging relief from strangers „was not at an earlier 
period more successfully directed to the improvement of the 
domestic economy and habits of the people. 

When such scenes as these are so flagrant as not to be denied, 
the Irish patriots turn round upon us, and lay all the blame, 
on the misrule of the English government ; secondly, on the want of 
Capital and encouragement to native industry ; and thirdly, on the 
neglect and tyranny of the Landlords. We have already answered, 
with more seriousness than such an imposture ought to have re- 
quired, the charge of English misrule. Let us now consider the 
two latter topics. 

Ireland, we are told, wants Capital ; but what generates capi- 
tal ? Capital does not grow s|K)ntaneously, and cannot be vio- 
lently transplanted. It is produced by industry — augmented by 
economy — consolidated and vivified by domestic tranquillity and 
legal security. If then Capital has not been more largely gene- 
rated and accumulated in Ireland, it is because Ir el ami has been 
deficient in the required conditions of industry, economy, and 
internal security. Again, we say it is her own fault that she does 
not create capital, and it is further her own heinous fault that 
capital does not flow in upon her from England, the greatest 
capitalist in the world, who, when she does occasionally venture 
her capital in Ireland, finds it rendered unproductive by the idle- 
ness, or unsafe by the turbulence, of the people. What sane man 
would venture to purchase the blood-siaincd lands of Lord ]^^or- 
bury or Major Mahon ? But even when capital is applied^ it 
seldom produces the results that might be expected. We have 
already noticed some remarkable failures in the outlay of capital 
-=-a .hundred more could be cited. In the populous and fertile 
neighbourhood of Carlow, 

^ Here and thefe was a country-house, Sr a tall mill by a stream- 
side : but the latter buildings were Ibr the most part ^mpty— ^tn0 gaunt 
windo\ys gaping without glass, and their great wheels idle. Leighlin* 
bridge, lying up and down a hill by the river, contains a considerable 
number of pompous-looking warehouses, that looked for the most part 
to be doing no more business than the mills on the Carlow roac|» but 
atood ..by the road-side staring at the coach, as it were, and basking in 
the sun, swaggering, idle, insolvent, and out at elbows.’ — Thack^aoi^ 
vol. i. p. 66. V 
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Yet in Arthur Young’s time these very mills were not thought 
too pompous^ and were then in busy work under an active and 
intelligent proprietor. Again : — 

’ ‘ A good number of large mills werb on tlie noble banks of the 

Bandon river ; and the chief part of them, as in Carlow, useless. One 
mill we saw was too small for the owner’s great speculations, so he 
built another and larger One ; the big mill cost 10,000/., but a lawsuit 
being given against the mill-owner, the two mills stopped,’ &c. — 
Ibid,^ vol. i. p. 162. 

At Waterford, not long since a place of considerable commerce, 

^ The view of the town, from the bridge and the heights above it, is 
very imposing; as is the river both ways. Very large vessels sail up 
almost to the doors of the houses, and the quays are flanked by tall red 
warehouses, that look at a little distance as if a world of business 
might be doing within them. But as you get into the place, not a 
soul is there to greet you except the usual society of beggars, and a 
sailor or two, or a green-coated policeman sauntering down the broad 
pavement. We drove up to the Coach Inn, a huge^ handsome^ dirty 
building, of which the discomforts have been pathetically described 
elsewhere. The landlord is a gentleman and considerable horse-pro- 
prietor, and though a perfectly well-bred, active, and intelligent man, 
far too much of a gentleman to play the host well, at least as an Eng- 
lishman understand that character.’ — Ihkl,^ vol. i. p. 81* 

Here we see capital has been at work, and built mills and ware- 
houses, and ‘ huge, handsome’ inns, which idleness and careless- 
ness fail to utilize. We have the picture of a shopkeeper in this 
same city of Waterford, which sufficiently explains why the capital 
sunk in the great warehouses has not fructified : — 

* The qu^ys stretch for a considerable distance along the river — ^poor 
patched- wind wed, mouldy-looking shops forming the basemen t-stoiy 
of most of the houses. We went into one, a jeweller’s, to make a* 
pureliase— it might have been of a gold watch for anything the owoeit 
knew ; but he was talking with a friend in his back-parlour, gave us a 
look as we entered, allowed us to stand some minutes in the empty 
shop, and at length to walk ofii without being served. In anotW 
shop a boy was lolling behind a counter, but could not say whether" the 
articles we wanted were to be had ; turned out a heap of drawers, and 
could not find them ; and finally went for the master, who could not 
come.' True commercial independence, and an easy way enough of 
life 1’ — iMd., vol. i. p. 82. 

Oan we wonder that the capital vested in that goldsmith’s shop 
did nm ac6utnulate7 In Cork Mr. Thackeray found the half-a* 
dozen, ;public buildings that he saw— commercial, literary, or 
religious— 
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^spacious and shabby beyond all Cockney belief; . . . and it is folly 
to talk of inward dissensions and political differences as causing the 
ruin of such institutions. Kings or laws don’t cause or cure dust and 
cobwebs ; but indolence leaves them to accumulate, and imprudence 
will not calculate its income, and vanity exaggerates its own powers, 
and the fault is laid upon that tyrant of a sister kingdom. Tlie whole 
country is filled with such failures ; swaggering beginnings that could 
not be carried through ; grand enterprises begun dashingly, and 
ending in shabby compromises or downright ruin.’ — Ibid.^ vol. i. 
p. 141. 

Why Is it that Irish Quakers thrive and make capital? Why 
is theTvillage of Bally tore an oasis in a desert ? Simply because 
the Quakers are thrifty, orderly, and industrious. Why, asks 
Mr. Thackeray, 

* Why should Quaker shops be neater than other shops ? They 
suffer to the full as much oppression as the rest of the hereditary 
bondsmen; and yet, in spite of their tyrants, they prosper.’ — Ibid.^ 
vol. ii. p. 165. 

Why have Fermoy in the south and Westport and Rutland in 
the West, and so many other extensive outlays of capita], utterly 
failed — in some instances without leaving a trace behind — while 
many similar undertakings in the North have been successful — at 
least comparatively successful ? The Celt — no very great pro- 
ducer of anything but hungry mouths — is worst of all at improving 
capital, and he craves after a thing which he does not know how to 
use when he happens to get it. But it is really ludicrous to hear 
the way in which the want of it is pleaded in excuse for the most 
incomprehensible negligence. When an observation was made by 
a very recent English visitor to an Irish gentleman of a certain 
farm s being overrun with weeds and its fences broken down in a 
wa^ that it would not be found in England: ^ Ah yes/ it was 
replied ; * you are rich enough to do those things in England — 
you , have capital ! ’ — though there were as many women apd 
children idling or begging in the streets of every neighbouring 
village as would have weeded such a farm in a week, and men 
loitering and gaping about with their Imnds in their pockets enough 
to have repaired the fences in a fortnight. 

We heartily wish that we could have faith in any of the 
schemes which have been propounded for forcing capital into 
Ireland, but that, as we shall have to repeat by and bye, being 
hopeless, the next best thing is to inculcate — as we are now en- 
deavouring to do — that tranquillity alone can attract and industry 
alone increase it. 

The complaints against, the Landlords are little better founds. 
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There can be no question but that there have been what are 
called bad landlords : though on the precise value of the terms 
^ good ’ or ‘ bad/ as applied to landlords, there may be sometimes 
a great difference of opinion. A gentleman who itiay unfortunately 
entertain a partiality for the observance of the almost obsolete fes- 
tival called Rent-day, or who objects to having Hal f-a- dozen other 
landlords on his estate; or who — being, vitio parentum perhaps, 
overrun with a swarm of paupers and squatters — w ishes to transform 
them into labourers, is often popularly stigmatized as a bad land- 
lord, and murdered accordingly ; while his neighbour, ‘Sir Condy 
Rackrent/ who lets everything go on in the old way, and by a lazy 
facility at first, generally followed by a blind greediness, ruins 
himself and his tenants, passes for a good one. There are, no doubt, 
many poor and some injudicious landlords, who, in an economical 
and statistical sense, may be justly called ‘ bad and, as we have 
before hinted, landlords are not altogether exempt from the fail- 
ings which are supposed to be characteristic of the country ; but we 
believe that, generally speaking, the Landlords of Ireland — who 
have their estates in their own power, and as far as they can be 
held responsible for the welfare of their people — are, in the true 
sense of the word, as good landlords as any in the empire. It is, 
indeed, not to be denied that over a great part of the country an 
erroneous system of management has, as we have shown, long — 
even from the earlier times — prevailed ; and principally as to the 
tenures by which both estates and farms have been held : but the 
mischiefs were rather in the system of middlemen and in the prac- 
tice of paying the labourer by potato-patches than in any personal 
exaction or severity on the part the head landlords. The only 
serious error that we think can J^e fairly charged on them as a 
body was the ambitious creation of the forty-shilling freeholds, 
which, though the reverse of oppressive to the occupying temnt, 
and, in fact, very popular, were exceedingly detrimental botn to 
agriculture and general good order, and cramped in a mischievous 
degree the landlord’s power of improving either his tenantry or 
his estate. 

Mr. Thackeray touches popular complaints against the land- 
lords, and the real neglect in another more influential body, with 
his usual intermixture of pleasantry and good sense : — 

^ You see people lolling at each door, women staring and combing 
their hair, men with their little pipes, children whose rags hang on by 
a mir^le^ idling in a gutter. Are we to set all this down to absentee- 
ism, and pity poor injured ^Ireland? Is the landlord’s absence the 
reason why the house is filthy, and Biddy lolls in the porch all day? 
Upon my word, I have heard people talk as if, when Pat’s thatch was 
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blown off, Ihe landlord ought to go fetch the straw and the ladder, and 
mend it himself. People need not be dirty if they are ever so idle ; if 
they are ever so poor, pigs and men need not live together. Half an 
hour’s work, and digging a tfeiich, might remove that filthy dunghill 
from that filthy windovv. The smoke might as well come out of the 
chimney as out of the door. Why should not Tim do that, instead of 
walking a hundred and sixty miles to a race ? The Triests might do 
much more to effect these reforms than even the Landlords thcfnselves.* 
— vol. i. pp. 237, 238. 

This last suggestion, which touches the most important topic 
of the whole case, we shall return to; but as to the landlords, 
the fact, we believe, is, that many of them possess neither 
the legal power nor pecuniary means of improving the domestic 
habits of reluctant and intractable tenants ; that some few per- 
haps may not be sufficiently persevering in that thankless duty ; 
but that others, who had the means and the will too, and who 
did accomplish momentary successes, have become dispirited 
by the little benefit, and sometimes by the absolute failure, 
of their benevolent endeavours. Those who have the means 
of comparing the present surface of Ireland with Arthur 
Young’s descriptions will discover very slight traces of the 
majority of those extensive and often costly improvements 
which he records. We could produce, in addition to a few 
that we have already incidentally mentioned, many melancholy 
instances of this relapse*; and even where particular estates, by 
the efforts of a succession of persevering landlords, have attained 
a more permanent improvement, it is strange to see how little 
effect their example has on thteir neighbours. There are to 
be seen close to a comparatively well-managed and prosperous 
estate, farms in the most deplorable condition, while the inhabit- 
ant|| of the latter seemed wholly unconscious of the difference. 
We are tempted to give a remarkable — if not instance, at least 
indication — of this spirit of indocility. No persons in Europe 
were more famed for the forcible lessons which they administered 
to their idle and careless countrymen than Mr. and Miss Edge- 
worth. Their joint ‘ Castle-Backrent,’ published just half a 
century since, and Miss Edgeworth’s subsequent novels, afforded, 
as we have before said, pictures of Irish habits and character 
which excited a strong sensation wherever the English language 
was read; and we thought that, for a time at least, the fine 
raillery and excellent sense of those works produced some amend- 
ment among the upper classes in Ireland itself ; — but it never 
reached the lower — nor did the writers’ constant residence at and 
assiduous attention to their own estate at Edgewortfastown produce 
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any visible effect on their neighbourhood. In 1845, Mr. Howitt — 
a fair witness, at least, in this case — made a reverential visit to 
Miss Edge worthy and was, no doubt, very well disposed to give 
all credit to the influence of his fimiable friend in her own 
peculiar sphere. His account of this v^sit acquaints us that the 
country and the peojde wore all along the road from Dublin to 
Edgeworthstown a very poor aspect ; but — 

^ The farther we went the more Irish it became. Rags and dirt 
became more plentiful at every step. Tltere was a most amusing 
display of trowsers without legs, waistcoats without buttons, and 
coats which were 7iot patched^ but a matting of patches, all loose at 
one end, like a rude imitation of feathers.* — Hotvitfs Journal^ vol. iii. 
p. 89. 

Then follows, at more length than we have room for, a de- 
scription of the squalid and mendicant propensities and ready wit 
of the natives, who crowded the roads to loiter, to stare, to beg, 
and to gibe. He proceeds : — 

‘ The country is little enclosed, and less cultivaterl ; very fertile, 
but farmed in a most slovenly manner. -It seemed to want every 
human assistance that land can draining, fencing, planting, 

ploughing, weeding, and often manuring. In general, however, there 
were abundant crops, but nobody seemed tiie better for it. Amidst 
occasional displays of corn harvests and potatoes there w ere abundance 
of what w^ould be capital pigsties, but were very wretched houses ; a 
land of rags and cabins — of weeds^ thistlcs,jragwort^ and rushes^ which 
prosper unmolested /* — Ibid, 

Such was the neighbourhood of that residence whence so much 
instruction had been poured out on, as it seems, an ungrateful 
soil ; and such, we arc sorry to be obliged to add, is a true 
picture, as far as our means of information extend, of the whole 
of what is called the cultivated surface of Ireland — that is, of all 
that is not either gentlemen’s demesnes or bog and mountaiii* 
Mr. Skilling, himself an Irishman and a professional and c^flicial 
a|;riculturist, whose little volume contains a great deal of striking 
fact and sound good sense, bears sad witness to this universal 
neglect : — 

‘ Suffering the land to be overrun with weeds is an egregious errori 
which, without argument or proof, will be admitted by every indivi- 
dual in the country, possessed of the sense of sight. It is confined to 
710 locality ; it prevails east, west, north, and south ; wherever the 
land is cultivated, and no matter what may be the description or quality 
of the crops, the weeds are found also in abundance, disputing the 
sovereignty, and often with complete success. It appears that the 
people have become so accustomed to weeds and dirt, that the idea of 
clean land hae never entered their mind ; indeed they seldom see.aii 
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example of such, and have learned to recognise the right of the weeds 
to a share of the soil and manure/ — Science and Practice of Agricul- 
ture^ p. 162.* 

Let us return to Edgeworthstown. Mr. Howltt proceeds to 
tell us that the family i^ansion itself is ^a large, fitting, squire’s 
house/ situated ih a small park, which makes you ‘forget all 
the dreary loastes around ’ — the dreary wastes beings as he had 
just said, a most fertile country. But — 

^ At the only inn in Edgewortlistown I desired them to let me have 
a beefsteak, but found there was no such tiling to be had ; a mutton- 
chop was the highest point to be reached. The waiter said there w^ere 
no cattle killed at Edgewortlistown, they get all their meat from 
Longford [between eight and nine miles], and that seldom more than 
mutton was w’anted. This would have astonislied a tiaveller in Eng- 
land, in any place dignifying itself with the name of a town, but in 
Ireland we soon cease to be astonished at anything but the general 
poverty.' — Howitt^ p. 91. 

Mr. Edgeworth, the then owner of the estate, was, Mr. Howitt 
adds, ‘a Liberal in politics.* Mr. Howitt himself is something 
more; and we are entitled to ask whether this mendicant popu- 
lation — this ill-tilled land — this impoverished inn on one of the 
great arterial highways of Ireland — is to be attributed to a Tory 
or an absentee. 

The, as wc think them, inapplicable theories about Capital, and 
the unfounded imputatioK on the Landlords, have received some 
countenance from the proposition made by Sir Robert Peel in 
the House of Commons on the 5th of March last, for ‘ the plan- 
tation of Connaught^ after the (supposed) model of the plantation 
of Ulster in the reigp of James I., which the Ministry greedily 
embraced, and have even, by the enacting of some of Sir Robert 
Peel’s preliminary suggestions, set about executing. Sir Robert 
Peel’s ability will never be called in question, and of all our 
statesmen he certainly ought to be the best acquainted with Ire- 
land ; but we confess that we have no faith in this scheme, and 
that we can scarcely even concede it the merit of being plausible. 

In the first place, the bases — literally the groundwork — of the 
two schemes are wholly and irreconcileably different. King 
James had to deal with a tract of country nearly depopulated 
in fact, enl\xe\y forfeited by law, of which the absolute and«ex- 
clusive property and possession were already in the Crown, and 
which the Crown might — as it did — dispose of how it pleased, 

. * Ws are glad to hear that Mr. Skilling kai lately been appointed to the Profenor* 
•hip of Agriculture in the Queen's College, Galway, 

without 
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without any kind of question, counter claim, or compensation. 
That was properly called the Plantation of Ulster. 

On the contrary, Connaught is in the legal possession, not 
merely of its landed proprietors, b«t, in many instances, of a 
series of sub-proprietors, each having valuable interests in the 
soil ; ov’-er which, also, jointured wives, portioned children, and 
more chronic encumbrancers, judgment creditors, trustees, and 
mortgagees, have present or reversionary interests. It is, more- 
over, covered with what wc may call, in number though not in 
industry, a swarm of occupiers, each of whom has, or fancies that 
he has, a ])ersonal interest in the land — of which he is — or at 
least used before the repeated potato failures to be — passionately, 
even madly, tenacious. In this state of affairs — in every point 
the direct, the notorious reverse of the former condition of Ulster 
— we do not understand how a new plantation of Connaught can 
be a remedy for its being already so thickly planted that the in- 
habitants are starving and stifling each other. To talk of planta- 
tion when eradication is rather meant, seems to us a strange 
misapplication of terms. But let us pass from words to facts. 
How is this plantation, eradication, or whatever it may be called, 
to be effected ? Sir Robert Peel would begin with the propri- 
etors. He tells us, in substance, that ‘their properties are so 
encumbered that they are all inextricably ruined, and of course 
have no capital to restore their property to a productive state ; 
added to which, the indefinite poor’s-rate would ruin them over 
again and for ever, even if they were not ruined already.* We 
might safely deny the universality of this picture. There are 
many unencumbered estates in Connaught ; many gentlemen with 
competent capital ; and many more very f^j* from being ruined^ 
or even otherwise distressed than by the recent pressure of the 
potato failure on their tenants — for we believe the distress ori 
unencumbered estates will be found much the same as on those 
of their mortgaged neighbours. But be it admitted that there has 
been amongst the country gentlemen of Ireland a great deal of im- 
providence, and that they lie under a formidable weight of encum- 
brances ; Jfiay — for the argument sake, let us go still further, and 
suppose that every estate in Connaught is a mere • Castle^ Rackrent,* 
How is all this to be remedied ? Sir Robert Peel answers : — 

‘ If you choose to leave the present proprietors in possession of their 
properties, entitled to a nominal rent, encumbered with debt, with 
every discouragement to exertion, and the land so encumbered with 
charges and arrears of rate that it is impossible to find either a pur- 
chaser or an occupant, then I see no hope for the salvation of Ireland ; 
but if, through Government or Parliament, you can establish some 
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intermediate agent to get temporary possession — on equitable terms — of 
property in a hopeless state of encumbrance, and then can arrange for 
the re-distribution of it, then I should see some hope of improvement/ 

— Hansard' s Debates^ Mar. 5, 1849. 

0 

This reads to us very like a • confiscation of the estates of all 
the landowners in Connaught ! Seize them into the temporary 
possession of a Government Commission, and then re-distribute 
them to new praprietors — all on equitable terms! The old Equity 
processes have a bad name, and indeed fire accused of having had 
a main hand in producing all this Irish misery — but this New 
Equity seems to us much more formidable. Let us see how, at 
the very best, it must work. The poor proprietor, treated as a 
culprit, would be easily dealt with on equitable considerations. 

^ Your estate,’ the Government Commissioners will tell him, ^ is 
nominally worth 1000/. a year ; but it is jointured, encumbered, and 
mortgaged to the extent of 900/. ; the rates already exceed 100/.; 
you are, therefore, already worse than nothing — future rates will 
make that depth deeper still, and of course you have no interest 
whatsoever in the land, nor any possible extrication but to get 
rid of it altogether. The Government, in their charity and bene- 
volence, will do you the favour of taking it off your hands ; in strict 
equity you should give us a bonus for relieving you we, as you 
have nothing to give, shall not urge that point — but, having proved 
that you suffer no loss, we must tell you that you are inequity entitled 
to no compensation.* So the squire will descend at once from 
the mansion to the poor-house. This may seem a monstrous 
supposition— and so indeed it is — but we know not how else the , 
scheme could be worked out, nor what else the proviso about 
equitable terms can m^n. But let us put aside all consideration 
of the landlord, and IR us suppose the Government Commission 
in ' temporary possession’ of the estate ; how is the matter mended 
in any respect, unless indeed it is alleged that the squire is more 
comfortable in the poor-house than he was at home? The en- 
cumbrances still survive — the mother’s jointure, the sister’s por- 
tion, and, above all, Jason Quirk's^ and Baron Rothschild’s 
mortgages cannot even in equity be confiscated ; the rates, too, 
must be still paid; in addition to these, there will be a new 
system of agency and superintendence (rather costly articles 
under such circumstances) to be provided for ; and as one of the 
great grievances is the exorbitant rent exacted by the landlords, the 
tenants, triumphant in the fall-of the old Saxon squire, will look, 
and perhaps more than look, for som^ reduction of rent — ^as well 

* The money-lender and mortgagee in 'Casile-Rackrent,' 

as 




Toutb in Ireland, 


529 


as for some advance of capital, absolutely indispensable, in Sir 
Robert Peel’s judgment, to the culture of the soil. Even if the 
old rents should — contrary to the hypothesis — be duly paid, it is 
clear that the Commission would soon be — however temporary 
their possession — in a rather worse state of insolvency than the 
ex-squire. • 

How long that temporary possession and its concomitant and 
accumulating insolvency might lastj^does not appear to have been 
calculated. We fear the Commission would not find very early 
purchasers ; and can any one imagine the confusion, the plunder, 
the dilapidation, the anarchy, the misery, the desolation that 
would follow the vicarious administration of any considerable 
extent of landed property in such circumstances? Look — if any 
illustration of this point be required — look at the Royal or rather 
the Government estates in Ireland, models, indeed, of mismanage- 
ment and misery. But as, according to the proposed plan, the 
estates are to be sold clear of all encumbrances and arrears, it 
is possible (though not very likely) that the Commission may be 
able, now and then and here and there, to find a purchaser. 
But at what rate — if, according to the hypothesis on which the 
whole project is built, the land is already encumbered for more 
than it is worth ? — Can 4t be hoped that a price will be obtained 
for it sufficient to pay off those encumbrances, already — without 
the interventional expenses of the Commission — exceeding its 
value ? Or does the new Equity contemplate an entire repudia* 
tion of the debts of the estate, or only a confiscation pro rata ? 
Or if not, from what new fund are the encumbrancers to be satis- 
fied? 

But supposing that the purchase-money should be enough to 
meet these demands, we have still the unfortunate landlord himself 
confiscated and his posterity disinherited, and for what offences? 
Perhaps for those of his father or grandfather — perhaps (and 
there are several such cases) for encumbrances created for the 
improvement of the estates ! And are there no English estates 
mortgaged — are the country -gentlemen of England universally 
clear of personal or ancestral improvidence ? Are they never in 
difficulties, and can they never get out of them without a bill of 
confiscation and the usurpation of a Government inquisition ? Is 
it not notorious that, if there are some English examples as bad 
as the most reckless Irish squire, there are happily others in 
which strict economy and self-denial have retrieved such errors, 
and restored estates that were looked upon as desperate, to a 
flourishing condition ? HaUrwe not seen also accidental increases 
of value — and, if Dr. Kane’s book be of any authorityMts not Ire- 
land full of * Industrial and Agricultural Resources r Why are 
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530 


Touts in Irelana. 


the Connaught gentleman and his posterity to be cut off at once 
from all the prospects of good management and all the chances 
of good fortune ^ 

Let us pass over all the^e ^ardships^ and, as we firmly believe, 
insurmountable difficulties, and suppose the new proprietor — 
the regenerating capitalist — installed at Castle-Rackrent : — what 
security have we that he may not have sunk all his capital in his 
purchase, and be therefore na»more a capitalist than his unfortu- 
nate predecessor ? But — however that may happen to be — for 
whatever capital he sinks in the purchase or employs in useful 
improvements, he will expect a fair return regularly paid. Is a 
stranger of the capitalist class likely to bo a judicious improver 
in Connaught, and what would be his prospect of having the 
interest of his capital regularly paid in the shape of rent? Is 
such a person likely to reside there, or if he did, could he venture 
to distrain for his rent ? And how in fact could this man of 
Manchester and Leeds — or even supposing the rare case of an 
agricultural capitalist — how could he hope to be more acceptable 
or more successful than those liberal and amiable landlords whose 
blood has already stained the soil and the n.amc of Ireland ? 

But there is another branch of the project, that is meant, wc 
suppose, to obviate this latter objection— the capitalists may, it 
s6ems, be absentees, and so, safe from assassination. What ! 
absentees ! This regenerating scheme to end in a fresh creation 
of absentees ! So it is — and absentees — safe indeed from the 
murderer’s bullet, which cannot injure a body corporate — but of 
the very worst class for any agricultural management or im- 
provement. The grand hope has been, it seems, that joint- 
stock companies, and especially that the Corporation of Lon- 
don, already great absentee proprietors under King James’s 
plantation of Derry, would commit themselves largely in this 
Connaught scheme. We very much doubt their doing so, and 
hope for the sake of Ireland and themselves that they may not. 
We believe the cases of the London Companies and their estates 
in Derry have been very much misunderstood or misrepresented. 
The truth is, that though their lands have been managed with a 
liberality on their parts which nobody purchasing an estate could 
afford, and on the part of their agents with singular ability and 
fidelity, they are yet reproached with being ' the worst of all ab~ 
sentees' (Hall’s Ireland, iii. 227) : and this not from any fault of 
theirs, but from the anomalous nature of such a system, which 
we are convinced it would be highly iimpolitic to introduce de novo, 
even if all Connaught were desolate clear for its reception. 

Sir RobVk't Peel adduced in support of his project the instance 
of the Martin-estate in Connemara. Now Connemara is the very 

case 



Tours in Ireland. 


531 


case that we should cite against this speculation. That estate is 
already on sale, and just as open to capitalists as if it had passed 
through the ‘ temporary possession ’ of the Government Commis- 
sion ; but, says Sir Robert Peel : — ^ 

‘ I doubt whether any person will purchase that property without 
the intervention of a third party.’ — Ibid. • 

We cannot conceive why the intervention of a third party — that is, 
the Government — should be required in such a case. We un- 
derstand (though we expect no advantage from) a Commission to 
clear titles and obviate legal difficulties; but we cannot see why 
they should take ^ temporary possession * of the estate, and we 
strongly suspect that, so far, this new office will be a sinecure. 

Not less curious, in our opinion, was Sir Robert Peel’s subse- 
quent proposal to guarantee properties so to be disposed of, from 
‘ the uncertainty of the amount of poor-rates.’ — Ibid. 

In enumerating the reasons which should force a landlord to part 
with his estate, he had dwelt strongly on the uncertain but probably 
increasing amount of an indefinite poor-rate ; but now, when he 
comes to urge on the capitalist reasons for buying the estate, he 
offers to guarantee him against that uncertain and indefinite increase. 
This seems to us not quite logical, and hardly fair play. The Ho^se 
of Lords, however, threw out the clause on the obvious ground 
that, unless you could limit the amount of distress, you could not 
with common sense pretend to limit the amount of relief. The 
question was well nigh making a rupture between the Houses — 
but by good luck the Ministers w^ere anxious to gel the session 
closed, and the Queen was anxious to get to Scotland for the 
grouse-season, and common sense was permitted to prevail — and 
so, we suspect, will have ended the Plantation of Connaught. 

To wind up this long, but surely not uninstr active episode, we 
must add one very singular fact, most curiously relevant to the 
principles and the locality that we have been discussing. We 
find in the invaluable treasury of Arthur Young that this very 
same estate of Connemara had been in his day the scene of an 
experimental agricultural improvement and colonization, with 
something of the same general object that Sir Robert Peel pro- 
posed, but on, as we think, much sounder principles. The land- 
lord of that great property was in 1776 Mr. Robert Martin, father 
of Mr. Richard Martin and grandfather of the late proprietor. 
Mr. Robert Martin, besides being in his own person an im- 
proving landlord, made an extensive and spirited effort to in- 
troduce knowledge and ^capital from more distant quarters. 
Young writes ; — 

^ Mr. Martin has let 14,000 Irish or 22,000 English acres to Mr. 
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Pophani for three lives at no rent at all, and then for three more lives 
at 150/. a-year, and after them for sixty-one years certain at the same 
rent of 150/. And Mr. Popham has some men from England and 
Leinster already at work at improving.* — p. 229. 

Here indeed was the experiment of a plantation in its best shape 
— a rational attempt to introduce ^ new blood' as it has been omi- 
nously phrased, into Ireland on more liberal terms than any 
purchaser could afford to give — rent free for three lives, and — 
reckoning the chances of three lives at forty years — at less than 
2d. an acre for one hundred more — and what has been the result? 
All that we can say is, that we have made local inquiries and 
looke<l through some statistical accounts of Connemara, and have 
not found a trace of Mr. Popham or his improvements, and Con- 
nemara is still the same or probably a more desolate and dange- 
rous field for those ' new-hlood ' experiments. 

The great weight that is naturally given to Sir Robert Peel’s 
opinion, and our own anxiety for the amelioration of Ireland, have 
induced us to pay more attention to this proposition than it is, we 
believe, intrinsically worth ; and we must add that in our unfavour- 
able opinion of it we conceive ourselves to be fortified by Sir Ro- 
bert Peel’s own authority, who, in the many and arduous years 
thSt lie conducted the government of Ireland so honestly and ably, 
never made the slightest approach to any remedy of this nature. 

Without wasting lime In endeavouring to analyse all the com- 
ponent jarts of the great and complicated Irish ^ difliculty,’ we 
think we may venture to assume that the intensity of the present 
distress, as well as the general, and we may say normal, state of 
destitution in which the poor have been for so long a space of 
time, arises, in the first and greatest degree, from their own 
indolence and ignorance in all agricultural pursuits — indolence 
under the strongest stimulus to exertion, and ignorance under the 
most urgent offers of instruction. Mr. Skilling, to the practical 
good sense and truthfulness of whose work we again appeal, 
gives us an epitome of the whole case of the Irish farmer in the 
following remarkable paragraph — the more remarkable as being 
from a practical, sound-headed Irishman : — 

‘ Without knowledge and discipline, man is an indolent animal, and 
his sagacity is perpetually on the rack to find out plausible excuses for 
his neglect. With our Irish farmer this is particularly the case ; pro- 
crastination is his great enemy ; he has always some difficulty to con- 
tend with, or insurmountable obstacle in his way, — these difficulties 
and obstacles, in a majority of cases, his own creation. He is rack- 
rented “ he wants capital “ his lantj is poor the “ seasons unpro- 
pitiddls;’’ ‘‘ his crops fail ‘‘ the laws are adverse, or not sufficiently 
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protective the Government is hostile to his interests he blames 
every body and every thing- hut himself^ and hk grievances are mag- 
nified and trumpeted forth on all occasions. ^ But it is our duty to pause, 
and, if possible, determine where tlie blame rests, and whether these 
complaints are well founded. His laiM is highly rented; yet he will 
take more of the same quality, and at the same pi’ice, if he can get it; 
and he will injure or persecute a neighbour should lie offer to take a 
portion of his trouble off’ his hands. He wants capital; yet he will not 
put in requisition the parents of all capital — his hands and his soil. His 
land is poor ; yet he will not take the proper means of swelling his 
dung-heap — increase the quantity and house-feed his cattle. 2'he 
seasons are adverse, and his crops fail ; yet he will not take the proper 
steps to counteract bad seasons — drain and deepen his land. He calls 
for, and ivaits on new laws ; like the waggoner in the fable, he lies in 
the slough and calls upon Jupiter. Thus, then, it will be found tiiat all 
this formidable list of grievances — these crying evils, with a host of 
auxiliaries which we have not mentioned, arise from two simple causes 
— the man’s own ignorance and indolence. These opinions and senti- 
ments may be unpalatable to the great majority of the farmers of Ireland, 
but we wish to state facts, not to flatter prejudices.’ — Science and 
Practice of Agriculture, pp. 46, 47. 

We do not believe that there is any other people in the 
world who, after so severe a trial from the hand of heaven and 
such ample help from the hand of man, would have permitted 
themselves to be again for the fifth season exposed to absolute ’ 
starvation, from which a moderate degree of industry and com- 
mon sense would have, in a considerable degree, if not wholly, 
guarded them. We admit on behalf of these poor people that 
the fault is not exclusively theirs. The interference of the Go- 
vernment, in the first two seasons of the famine, well meant we 
cannot doubt, was incomprehensibly injudicious and incalculably 
mischievous. The people were starving from a special agricultural 
failure — the obvious precaution for the next year was a better and 
safer agricultural process. But no — the remedial measures of two 
successive Governments were to discourage and paralyse agricul- 
ture altogether. The obvious salvation of Ireland depended on the 
production and habitual use of bread corn. Sir Robert Peel met 
that by an immediate and prospective, and, as he tells us, eternal 
discouragement of the culture of bread corn in Ireland ; and Sir 
Robert Peel’s Whig successors followed up the blow by a system— 
wo beg pardon — by a chaos of measures of which the only consistent 
or intelligible principle was the mischievous one of diverting the 
people from the only safe and permanent resource — the cultiva- 
tion of their land. They first began by that magnificent waste of 
money, destruction of publi^roperty and demoralization of the 
people — the road-mending imd road-making scheme, which ruined 
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every road and every neighbourhood to which it reached. They 
then threw away with disdain the opportunity which it seemed as 
if Providence had specially put into their hands to meet this 
peculiar emergency — that of assisting the railroad companies in 
local employment of the poor ; an opportunity, we say, that seemed 
specially providential — for the work could have been carried ad 
libitum into thi^'remotest districts — not as a job — not even as an 
expedient, but as a rational and profitable anticipation of work 
that sooner or later will and must be done ; but it was proposed 
by their political opponent Lord George Bentinck, and this greatest 
and most opportune of public benefits was sacrificed to a miserable 
party jealousy. The objection, or rather the pretence that Lord 
George’s proposition went to the excessive extent of sixteen 
millions, was at best a question not of principle, but of degree — 
and practically it was utterly futile; for though Lord George, in 
his high-minded frankness, thought it fair to state the whole 
amount that could possible/ be required for all the railways in 
Ireland, it was not necessary that any such sum should be 
voted at once; the sixteen millions might have been spread over 
sixteen years, and no more voted any year than should be abso- 
lutely necessary to keep the population in work ; and nearly as 
fast as the successive grants were employed they would begin to 
carry interest back into the Treasury. I’he expediency of this 
admirable idea the Government afterwards acknowledged by ad- 
vances to particular railroads, which have been of the greatest 
advantage to the adjacent counties, and no one can now witness 
the few railroads in progress in Ireland without being struck with 
the altogether different aspect of the labouring classes in their 
vicinities. A friend of ours who lately saw a good deal of Ireland 
assured us that neither in the North nor the South did he see 
anything resembling active and English-like industry and bona fide 
labour, except by the sides of the railroads in construction. 

Having thus rejected the railway proposition, the Government 
were driven, after some other futile palliatives, to the last fatal 
resource of out-of-door relief to able-bodied paupers — the very pa- 
bulum of the specific disease of apathy and indolence under which 
the country was languishing ; and the reports of Lord Clarendon’s 
missionaries — witnesses in this case above all suspicion — shall tell 
us both the prevailing disposition of the people, and what the 
result of this most unfortunate policy was, and, we are sorry to 
say, still is. 

The Report ♦ from the county of Galway states: — 


* By one of those strange errors for which Ireland is so leinarkable, the date of 
time is omitted from the first set of these Hepotl|| published by the Society, but they 
were all, we presume, in the autumn of 1847. 
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‘ In the neighbourhood of Clifden, I must say that the state of 
the farming classes was most afflicting ; and little or nothing could 
be done with them in the way of instruction. Tliey had just com- 
menced giving out-door relief, which appeared to distract them entirely, 
and brought tliem flocking into Clifdeh, day after day, in search of 
food ; neglecting their lands and duties. Many them are throw- 
ing up their land in despair, seeing that they can do nothing with it, 
and running wild after the food ; every thing is neglected. With few 
exceptions, no one is working his ted about here ; and I found it hope- 
less to think of making any impression on them.* — Report^ p. 80. 

‘ I spent near a week in that wild and desolate district west of Ough- 
terard, and the tillage-land and whole villages of roofless houses were 
everywhere deserted by those who weiit in search of the oul-door 
relief' — p. 81. 

From Donegal the Report runs : — 

‘ The poor want also to be roused from their long-continued habits 
of apathy and indolence.* — p. 82. 

‘ I have spent the last four days travelling from Glen Columbkill to 
G weedore, and throngli all that vast district 1 did not see a single spade, 
much less a plough^ at work, except at Lord George HiH’s and Mr. 
Forster’s, who are patterns to landlords in the way of improvement. 
Tiie farmers in this part of the country are hardly able to profit by my 
advice ; they are on the extreme verge of destitution ; they never think 
of lurning or digging their land before March; and last year they 
neglected it entirely^ hy running to the roads and public works, but 
they expressed themselves now sorry for having done so.* — p, 83. 

And again — 

‘ The arable land, if well treated, possesses most productive qu^i- 
ties; still, though the rent is only nominal, yet, from the defective state 
of husbandry, and the indolence and wa?it of industry of the inhabitants, 
the ground is overrun with weeds, and the occupiers in the lowest state 
of destitution. By having their attention turned so incessantly to the 
roads last winter, they treated their lands with more than usual neg- 
lect, and now they are suffering for it. Wiien reasoned with on the 
subject, they invariably said, “ Surely it is not our fault I When the 
potato failed us suddenly, we were so puzzled that we didn’t know what 
to do. We got no advice or encouragement but to go on the roads, and 
'tis now we are paying for it. If we had only been told how to dig 
the land, and grow turnips last season, instead of to break stones,* we 
would not now be so bad off as we are.” This was their constant 
story.* — p. 84. 

Here, even under a nominal rent, the indolence and want of in- 
dustry of the people reduced them to * the lowest state of destitu- 
tion' What will those who lay so much blame on hard landlords 
and high rents say to this decisive contradiction ? 

It was the same in Mayo : — 


* Three- 
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^ Three-fourths of the land from Ckremorris to Crossboy le and BaU 
lindine is sadly neglected. The people, I ,peed hardly say, are in a 
corresponding state of neglect and destitution. Much of this arises 
from want of mutual co-operation and exertion ; they all appear tP bP 
watching each other ; loo^mg out 'for Government or any other 
anything^ in fact, but turning their minds and their labour to the Icmd^ 
— p. 91. 

And in Galway ; — 

‘ The waste of labour everywhere is melancholy. I saw upwards of 
seventy able-bodied men breaking stones on the public roads. The 
overseer said they could just as easily have dug two acres a day of tlie 
neighbouring land which was lying idle and neglected j if their labour 
was only applied to it.’ — Ibid.^ p. 113. 

Nor was it better in Munster. ^The Report from Clare states : — - 

‘ Tlie tenantry of the late Francis Gore confessed that they had lost 
much time by looking for public works and assistance everywhere last 
year, instead of sticking to thein land^ but they saw their error now, 
though late.* — Ibid.^ p. 94. 

And so it %as everywhere ; all the measures of the Government 
favoured, and indeed would have created if it had not existed, the 
apathy, the indolence, and the desultory and desponding spirit of 
the people. 

We have often heard this indolence denied, and a triumphant 
appeal has been made to the industry of the Irish in England* 
The fact is in dome degree true, but the inference not at all. 
Inhere are, no doubt, exceptions, and large exceptions, to every 
national character — there are improvident Scotch, lazy English, 
and industrious Irish — and those industrious Irish find the best 
market for their industry in England, where, after all, their in- 
dustry is not very regular or persevering ; it often flags, and 
would flag still oftener, but that the habits of this country will not 
tolerate idleness, and the Irish must either work, or starve, and be 
sent back to their own penal settlement. But this is not all : we 
believe that money 'P<iyv0^ have a kind of galvanic effect on 
most men, and in a p#bhliar degree on the Irish labourer. Ja( 
Ireland the ^agricultural labourer is very rarely paid in* coin 
by his usual master or employer; he is usually furnished ^titb a 
potato patch and a cabin, for which he is bound to give so many 
(^ikys’ work : — 

‘ Labour is usually paid for with land. Working days of Roman 
Catholics may be reckoned 250 in the year, which are paid fof w{th 
as much land as amounts to about 6/., and the. good and ba^ master 
is distinguished by the land being Idt at a high or a low ' 

Ymnfs Toutj p* 240, ' 
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That is, as Young subsequently and frequently explains, a good 
master would estimate the value of the tenant’s labour at Gcf. or 8rf. 
a-day — a bad one, at only 5<i. or even Ad, We have no distinct 
information as to what modification of jihese rates the change of 
prices and times may have introduced, but wo believe that when 
work is done by independent labourers the scale is now from 8rf. to 
I 5 . a-day ; the princi])le, however, of this worst species of truck 
system — of paying for labour in land — is still, except as far as the 
potato-blight may have disturbed it, a common practice. It is 
obvious that such a mode of remuneration — always distant and 
problematical, never present and tangible — would act apathetically 
on minds even more naturally industrious than the Irish. Wo 
suspect that even the busy intellects of English Lawyers or Doctors 
would not long resist the lazy influence of such a system of set- offs 
against fees. 

The utter ignorance in which the Irish peasantry remain, even 
after the severe lessons of the las^ four years, of a money-value 
for their labour, is strikingly exhibited in some of the |^eports: — 

‘ AVlieti I explained to them how they could easily, by garden cul- 
ture alone, and a pro})er system of suceessional crops, make their ground 
yield as much vegetables as would feed tlieir families, and be worth 
ten shillings a perch yearly, they seemed astonished* — p. 82. 

‘Their Englisli employer, Mr. liusscll, of Dunlewhy, county of Do- 
negal, also confirmed what 1 said, and stated that he had not a man iu 
his employment upon whose labour, judiciously applied as it now was, 
lie had not nearly two shillings a day profit. Tliis plain statement, thus 
corroborated by their employer, though against his own interest, [cruel, 
sedfish Englishman !] appeared to make a great impression on them, and 
to give them an idea oi t\\Q value of their manual labour and exertions j 
which they never had before thought of* — pp. 83, 84. 

And that the money-payment is the most powerful antidote to 
their indolence appears in a variety of instances. Arthur Young 
says — as the still earlier authorities had said — that ^nothing 
but absolute hunger would make thel%||^'k;' and we find in the 
Reports from North to South such statSlbnts as these of alter- 
nate indolence and industry, and their causes : — 

In Donegal — 

* the people are liiost backward and indolent in working for themselves 
and on their own lands, but willing enough to work for strangers for 
any sort of payment * — p, 85. 

In Cork — 

‘ I regret to say, that the fanners here show the greatest unwillingness 
to exert themselves ; they require to be roused and excited, and are all 
shirking the labour on their own lands. One gentleman told me he 
had a 1^*mer working with him as a labourer j wJio owaech forty acres 
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of land. He had done nothing with it last year, and less this year. 
Anything in fact but exertion on their own holdings. The consequence 
is, that all the country between this and Dunmanvvay looks poor and 
neglected in the extreme : spu see two houses in ruins for one that you 
see standing or inhabited.’*®p. 111. 

We therefore coi^clude that one of the first things to be done 
for overcoming the natural indolence of these pe()j)le is a system 
of money -payments for labour. It is, as we know even by our 
experience in England, the only safe security for agricultural or 
indeed any other industry ; and we are glad to find in the Reports 
a remarkable instance of what we hope may turn out to be a suc- 
cessful adoption of this principle : — 

‘ I found a large collection of people Iiard at work on the Earl of 
Lucan’s estate, who had been obliged to give up their small farms, 
and were now fully employed by him as labourers in levelling, clearing, 
draining, and preparing the land for sowing, in the most approved 
manner.’ — p. 92 . 

Wheth^the potato is to continue-the staple food of the people 
or not — we consider the introduction of a system of money- wages 
as of the most vital importance. Nothing else, we are satisfied, 
can create habits of regular industry, or place them beyond the 
frequent inflictions of famine. They must be taught to go to 
market with their produce — and their food. If produce be 

cheap, so in general will food be — if food grows dear, it is 
because produce has risen and wages will rise ; and thus, by a 
grand sliding scale, work and sustenance will eventually, after 
some short oscillations, compensate and counterbalance each 
other. Whereas the man who lives upon his own produce 
must die, as the Irish have been doing these three years past, 
if that produce happen accidentally to fail. It is now therefore 
that a great and general effort should be made to introduce 
money-wages into Ireland, and eradicate the lazy reliance on 
the domestic potato-culture. The recurrence of the blight this 
year, which now seeijs';^ beyond doubt, should, and we hope 
will, afford an additional stimulus to a more varied and safer 
system of agriculture and aliment. We are not of thoso who 
fear, and still less of those whp hope, that the potato may 
never thrive again. We cannot despair to that extreme of either 
vegetable of human nature. Providence will not extirpate one 
of its most valuable gifts, and Ireland, it is to be hoped, may be 
taught so to use that gift as to derive from it plenty and comfort, 
mstead of famine and ruin. The. result of all this is, that the 
salvation of Ireland — its regeneration — its very existence, depend 
not on political, nor legal, nor even on adqiinistrative Experiments, 
misc^led reforms, bat on the first and most urgent, and we had 
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almost said exclusive, duty, the agricultural improvement of both 
the people and the land. They are inseparable ; either will pro- 
duce the other, and the same processes will put both the land 
and the people into what the EngliSh^armers emphatically call 
better heart, , 

This is no new doctrine : it has been inculcated by every writer 
from the earliest days down to our own, but hitherto almost in 
vain. Spenser’s first statement on this point is remarkable : — 

^ The first thing, therefore, that we arc to draw these [the Irish pea- 
santry] into ought to be husbandry^ — husbandry being the nurse of 
thrift and the daughter of industry and labour. To which end there 
is a statute in Ireland (25 Jlen. VI.) already well provided, which 
conimaiideth that all the soniies of husbandmen shall be trained up in 
their fatlier’s trade : hut it God wot, ver?/ slenderly executed ,^ — 
State of Ireland^ p. 247. 

We have already alluded to the efforts which have been made 
for a century back by individual gentlemen at agricultural im- 
provement, and we have had to deplore the little permanent ad- 
vantage of so many benevolent and at first promising attempts. 
We should therefore have very small confidence in a better result 
nowadays — if the circumstances continued the same. But the cir- 
cumstances of the people are essentially changed for the better — 
and for the worse — but both in favour of amendment : — the first 
is, that there is certainly a greater spread of information on such 
subjects, which is attributed, not without reason, to the increased 
intercourse of the lower orders with England and the English ; 
and the latter is that successive failure of four — we fear we may 
say five — potato crops, which has completed the ruin of the 
poor, broken down their confidence and reliance on the lazy root, 
and disposed them to take an entirely new view of their con- 
dition and prospects.. We have received, on the authority of one 
of the most distinguished, intelligent, and influential friends of 
Ireland, the following statement, ^vhich will, we believe, very 
much surprise any one who remembers Ireland only five years 
ago 

^ The expulsion of landlords and the appropriation of the land by 
the occupiers used to be a fiivourite topic with all agitators ; but very 
little of that has been heard of late, and no one who has not made 
extensive and accurate inquiry can be aware of the change that has 
taken place in the last three years on this point. With the loss (f the 
potato has disappeared the intense desire for landy which no longet 
with them the first necessary of lifes ond everywhere the peasants^ and 
even^ sqme who call themselves farmers, woidd thankfully relinquish 
theif^ three or four acres in return for regular money-epuges, and be^ 
€orne, vfhcd^ thep Qughi to lahourers with aUolmmts qf a 
an acre! 
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This is the best news we have heard out of Ireland for half a 
century, and every effort should undoubtedly be made to encour- 
age and extend so liapjiy a revolution of o])inion. The most — if 
not the only — effective ens^hte of encourag;emcnt to this feeling is 
such apfricultural instruction as shall teach the peasantry that 
the substitution of a variety and rotation of crops, in lieu of the 
old and worn-out potato-system, will not only lar^^ely increase 
the j)roduce of the soil, but assure to th(unselvesiri reufular money- 
wages a degree of comfort that they never have had — nen* could 
have, even if the potato were never to be blighted. 

A regular svstein of agrieultuial instruction should be esta- 
blished in Ireland ; and, under the circumstances of that country, 
this can only be effect uallv done by the intervention of the 
Cjoverninciit. A few gentlemen have had for some time past 
jn'ofessed agriculturists attached to their (‘states, but Lord 
Clarendon has the merit oj having first thought of a gcmeral 
s^stem of itinerant ofli('ial instructors. d'he urgency of the 
case he had to deal witli, the (‘xiguitv of the means in his 
hands, and, we may add, the absence of anything like coercive 
authority, obliged him to make Ins experimoiit on a narrow and 
liunporary scale. Its success and practical utility, however, ns 
far as it has gone, will, wc trust, induce the (iovenimciit and the 
Legislatuie to give ])(uiiianencc and exUmsion to whal Loid 
Clarendon has begun almost, as it seems, in bis individual 
character. But befoie we (‘liter into anv further details on that 
subject, wo are desirous of calling our reader’s attention to some 
iiistitutiijiis for agricultural instrugliim which j)rocedcd the j^otalo 
failure, and, of courses. Lord Clarendon’s inteiveiilion, but which 
liave been or may bo made auxiliary to it. 

"i'iie earliest agricultural school that W(j remeinljer to liave 
heard of in these countries is that of TempleirH)}le, about six 
miles from the city of Londonderry; and as this school has been, 
we believe, made the (example of some, and may be, w^c hope, of 
many others, we shall say a few words on its advantages, and shall 
also notice some errois which, we think, ought to be amended 
there, and avoided elsewhere. 

It was founded in the year 18*27 by some public-spirited gen- 
tlemen, who, after a short and favourable experiment on a small 
scale, removed the establishment to its present more extended site, 
where they hired from the Grocers^ Company in London, the pro- 
prietors of the surrounding estate, 172 aen^s of indiflerent land at 
about 10s. an acre. Here they erected buildings for the residence 
and accommodation of jnasters, pupils, and attendants, with suit- 
able offices for the farm ; and here tliey professed to educate? 
seventy young men in a complete succession of agricultural work 

and 
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and knowlod^o, from the lowest manual labour to the nicer prac- 
tices and higher considerations of the art; and, at the same time, in 
arithmetic, algebra, elementary mathematics, and the theory and 
practi(ie of surveying — in short, in all that would fit their pupils 
for the ultimate object proposed, of making tl:em su])erior agricul- 
tural servants — bailiffs, and land-stewards, by wliose acquirements 
individual estates might be benefited, and a general system of good 
cultivation and management diffused through the country at large. 
4'he necessary capital was raised by donations from the Cirocers’ 
and another of the l^ondon Companies and some Agricultural Asso- 
ciations, and by 130 shares of 23/. each from private subscribers ; 
and the current expenses arc defrayed by a few private subscrip- 
tions — 10/. a year from each pupil — and tliereu ith, u:c presume^ the 
produce of the farm. The idea was admirable, and the interior 
management seems to lie excellent ; but the r(‘sult, though consi- 
dered bill handy succc'ssful in It eland, where even half successes 
are very rare, seems to us, as plain men of husmess, not quite so 
salisfaetory, 

ddic following is the Return of the ultimate disposal of 427 
youths who passed throng li this ApncnUnral Seminar i/ from its 
foundation to 1843 : — 


Kiiijiloyrd .i< linmo In ngilcullnial | forwaid . . . 2‘20 

173 ! 13 

Tiaiul-stewanls «.•••• o(i I 11 

J.iiinl sun cyoM «... i ] Srhouliua'tpi s 4 

AssisKint )aM(l-.n;nits • . lOmpkn lui'nt niilviiown . . . . 

Assl^tniif count \-survf '3 ora • ^ ! Kmiei.itcdio Anieni a or tlir rolonics 03 

(•aidf'Ufis 3 j J)c( 3 

Ar^MCMiItijiist I ; 

Master of au a'^ricultural srliool . 1 I Total 427 


Cairiud furwaid • . • 220 ^ 

It appears by this table, that out of 427 pupils, only 220 — little 
more than one-half — have in any degi*e(‘ fulfilled tlie original 
object, of the institution; and that, of these, the number that have 
attained anything bke the superior agricultural position for which 
they were all designed has been but 4G; while, on the other hand, 
we find the alarming numbers and designation of ‘78 — cmploij- 
ments not kmnni ’ and ‘ 03 — emigrated to America or the colonics; 
making a total of 171 — or tico*Jifths of the whole number — lost 
to the purposes for which they were educated. And here we have 
a remarkable instance of that unfortunate peculiarity of the 
Irish chaiacter wdiicli we have so often had to regret — and which 
it seems the most intelligent and sober-minded men (even in 
grave and cautious Ulster) cannot escape — of palliating and de- 
fending mistakes and failures, instead of endeavouring by an honest 
confession and vigorous resistance to clicck and coircct them. 

This 
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This large diversion of so many of the pupils from the professed 
objects of the institution is held out in the Report of the Com- 
mittee as a most auspicious circumstance. 

^ The distribution of the pupils after the termination of their school- 
ing is deserving of particular attention, as affording evidence of the ex- 
tent of its utility and here there will be found a more varied applicor- 
tion of their acquired knowledge than might have been anticipated; for 
— although the seminary was originally designed for the education of 
young men destined for agricultural pursuits — several individuals have 
availed themselves of the advantages derived from the course of instruc- 
tion there pursued to qual’.fy thmselves for other avocations .’ — lleporty 
p. 11. 

Thus, by a legerdemain at which Ireland is so conspicuously 
dexterous, the abuse of an institution becomes its prominent title to 
support and approbation. What would be thought, in England, 
of a marine society for the education of youths for the superior 
duties of the mercantile navy, which should boast that, out of 427 
boys, they had produced but 46 masters and mates and 176 
common seamen — while 28 had enlisted in dragoon regiments, 78 
had gone the Lord knows where, and 93 had entered the American 
service? Yet this would be a parallel case. Would it not have 
been better if the Committee had candidly stated its regret — not 
its satisfaction — at so extensive a departure from the professed 
purposes of the establishment? It is obvious that they cannot pre- 
vent occasional deviations, nor exercise any direct control over the 
ulterior pursuits of their pupils ;• but, instead of applauding, as 
' evidence of the extended utility of the school what, if persisted in, 
will destroy its special utility, they should rather have recom- 
mended to the subscribers a more scrupulous selection of nomi- 
nees, and have inculcated in the future management of the school 
itself a more vigilant endeavour to cultivate an agricultural dis- 
position among the pupils, and to release, in good time, from the 
instilution those who may be visibly disinclined or unfitted for 
that walk of life. 

We are very far from undervaluing the addition of even 46 
intelligent superintendents, or of 173 practical agriculturalists 
of secondary qualifications, in a country so much in need of in- 
struction — but we think that it is but a scanty harvest housed 
compared with what was grown. Nor are we quite satisfied 
with the financial results as given in the Committee’s Report. 
The expense of the establishment (exclusive of any allowance 
for interj^st on capital) is about 940X a-year, while the produce 
of th^ farm sold is stated at less than 170/. The capital ex- 
pended seeins to have been about 6000/., Which, at the moderate 
interest of 4 per cent., must be charged at 240/. per annum, 
so that, on the face of the account, it would appear thst this 
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model farm costs 1200/. a-year, and produces only 170/. This, 
we conclude, can only mean that 170/. worth of produce was 
sold over and above what was consumed in the establishment. But 
if this be so, is it not a more than Hibernian mode of exhibiting 
an account to omit so important an item? And it seems the 
stranger when we find on the debtor side of* the account 150/. 
charged for beef and potatoes bought^ and no credit taken on the 
other for any beef or potatoes, or indeed any other aliment, supplied 
from the farm. These may seem to some readers small criticisms, 
or at best uninteresting details, but we think them very curious 
exemplifications of the mode in wBich business is done even in 
the best parts of Ireland — and they lead us to regret that, of the 
eleven clerks which the seminary has turned out, it had not re- 
tained one or two to exhibit its own accounts in a more intelli- 
gible shape, and to show to its patrons and the public whether 
there is any and what degree of farming profit to be made by the 
improved processes of Templemoyle. We have heard privately, as 
well as from ]^r. Thackeray {Sketch Book^ ii. 292), that the insti- 
tution is thriving and very popular, and we heartily wish it in its 
strict agricultural^character still greater success, and that so laud- 
able a design may find proselytes and imitators in every county 
in Ireland. To which good ends we hope and believe we are con- 
tributing not more by applauding the design than by warning the 
benevolent managers of Templemoyle of the danger of its dege- 
nerating from itsofiginal object, and of the expediehfcy of showing, 
as distinctly as the case will admit of, the practical results, in point 
of produce, of the system they teach ; and above all we would 
warn them against the error so common on the other side of the 
Channel, of mistaking — as the passage we have quoted seems to 
do — failure for success and loss for profit.* 

But Templemoyle and such institutions could at best have but a 
limited and gradual effect ; there is need for a more extensiv^ and 
more powerful impulse and influence — something of a wider school 
for both landlords and tenants. These have been heretofore at- 
tempted with no remarkable success. There is an old institution 
called the ‘ Dublin Society,’ which has been long employed in 
developing the industrial resources of Ireland, but neither its sphere 
nor its means have been sufficiently large, nor, as it would seem, 
the organization sufficiently active, to wrestle with such extensive 
and inveterate agricultural mismanagement. There was also, as 
we before mentioned, a general ^ Farming Society of Ireland,’ 
promoted chiefly by the first Marquis of Sligo, whose well-meant 

- ; — ^ 

* Our alarih for tbe aaficulturai character of Templemoyle ii not allayed by 
finding that at (lie last Annual Kxamination (6th Sept.) 160 prizes were awarded in 
the literary clasaee of the aohodl, and 6 wdy in agriculture I 
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find ^Vell-jlulp:pd. nnd for ri tliiio surrMsful nfiorts at linprovomont 
are now onlv reproach fill Iv reincinhered hv their ruins (ant(\ 
p. 517). Of this Society wc read in a ‘ Picture of Dublin’ 
(1821):— 

' nio happy results of this exeolleiit in<titufion arc the best proofs of 
the wisdom, zeal, and i^erscvcranee with which tlie ('ommiltee Ijave 
hiana^cMi the bu'iiriess of the institiitimi. A parliaincntaiy cfrant of 
50(K>/. n-yrar, with scMM-al sulwriptioiis and don:itir)ns, coiivtitnU* the 
funds of this Society, and the sf/!arir.\ of i/s fif/ifrrs (tnd sonants 
amount to 1000/. — Pirt. of JJuhlin^ p. 

What has Iiecoinc of this 'cxccllcnit Institution’? — ^\ c kiKiw 
not. Perhaps tlie last item sul'jort<*d it to the sevthe of pnhli(' 

econoinv, and doomed it to tin' fate of so many other (ruirless 

ntteir.]>ts at the inijirovement of Irish farniinj;. Put in 1 11 

there ajipeared a new Association — destined, hope, for a Ion:; 
and hajipv existence. The readers of ‘ 41)0 lush Sketeh-lbrnk ’ 

will recollect with pleasure and respect a ('crtain Wl//'. P .* 

dwellin" at a place (ailed ‘ II whost' house, l^rm. and esla- 

Idifihtnrnt aftbrded so .strihiuir a contrast with all tliat .Mr. 
llinrkrniy sow ohowficrr in hrlntiif oiid iri whano anvpnnv 
and cirnai^e, diicen hy the ^'ood-hnmoui (‘d owner fonr-in-band, 
was arrom}disli(vl the joniney from l)ni)Iin to Toik, the details 
of which are so aniusini; and, as we tlnnk. so instnirlive. This 
C:enlleman was J7/-. Pnrr^U of I f/lrt in the roimtv (d 

Kddare, an eminent m:ul-('oarh contra< t<»r and a farmin' on a 
larrje scale : and Inland his place well deserved tlie minute and 
lively portraiture liv Mr. 1 luifKerav, winch we aie sorr\ not to 
be aide to fpiotc in r.rtr)iso. Mr. Pnrrfdl was, wo are informcMl, 
a self-educated man. of a clear bead and e-ood nnderstandrni;, 
with Great industr \ and persc\ eranre, If(» carlv saw in th(»orv, 
nnrl soon reduced into practice, the means bv which alone intli - 
vidnals and nations can prosper; and alter havinj; ifivcm in Ins 
own ease an example (»f pros|wrou.s fatmlnjr, he, towanhs th^ 
close of set on loot ' 4 he Hoyal A j;rieullnr:d Improve- 

ment Society of Ireland in the prospectus of wliirli the most 
important ohjeet was tlie c.stablisliinent of Sr/iooh of prarhrnl 
nfjrirulture. How far that was carried out we know net — 
%ve fear not far — though tlie parent society had in 1815 one 
hundred and ten provincial offsets. Mr. Purcell died in 1840; 
and we are informed that the Society seemed likely to sulfer hy 
his loss, when — fortunately wc hope for the eventual improvement 
of Irish agriculture — Lord Clarendon became, as Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Vice-Patron of the Society. ISever, we snppo.se, was any 
man called so suddenly to such arduous duties as the stale of 
Ireland at that moment imposed on the new I.x)rd Lieutenant; 
imd the at once absurd and mischievous legislation which he had 

to 
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to rarr^y into cxocution n^jjravated all the difficulties it was metint 
to allovi;ite. We arc p;lad — however w'e may differ from his 
Lordshi]) s political views — to concur in the approbation, so 
• «^oncral both in ll,n<;land .and Ireland, of the .ability, discretion, 
and conciliatory tem])er with which, in .all that fell within his owni 
personal responsibility, he h.as conducted hinls^lf throughout this 
terrible and jirolr.acted crisis. I3ut llie most important, as we 
think, of his proceedings, was the simple, yet, we may almost 
say, ffrand nb^a of meeting the nGrricultural danger by the iin- 
imaliate application of agrieultural mbtrnetlon. Such institutions 
as Teinplenunle, had tiieie been one in every county, and the 
‘Schools’ conleiii])lated by the Agricultural Society, if in full 
operation, could not have helped the ]>resent emergency ; but just 
at tlie c1os(' o( the harvest of 1817 — tbe critical time when 
b.nglish lainu'is Ix'gin to jircpare ito* the next year’s crops and 
Irish laimers do nothing at all — Lord Clarendon had the lucky 
tliouglit ol bi nding out to some of the most distressed districts 
ngm ultural nstructors to exhort tli(‘ poor people and give them 
])racti('al lessons in prejiaring such sjiccies and modes of culture 
:is Jtiifrht lend to relieve tJjom from their exclusive dependence on 
the pi ecarious potato. J^ord Clarendon very judiciously deter- 
inniefi on iiMking the Agricultural I mjiroveincnt Society the 
medium ol this experiment, and on the 2oid of September, 1847, 
he addressi'd a letter to the Duke of Leinster, its President, in 
wlilcli, alter dialing his gcmeral object, lie enters into a short hut 
cinnprehen.si\e view of tlie means of communicaling this in- 
struction in the first instance throughout Munster and Connaught, 
wheie it was most uigcntly necessary, by itinerant practical lec- 
turers in eoinniunicalion with the local Agricultural Societies and 
the neigh houriiig landed ju'oprietors. 

Our leaders wlio recollect tlie millions so injudiciously squan- 
dered ill Irel.md in that year, will wonder at the difficulty that 
Lord Clarendon had in pro\iding the very modest sum necessary 
for his first experiment. 

* l or oarrving out tiuwe objert*^, there w ill, of course, he funds re- 
quired; and i helieve that for so iiincli as may safely be undertaken on 
the present occasion, the sum of 300/. Avill be required. I am aw^are 
that the Agricultural Society possesses no funds applic.al)lc to this pur- 
pose; and unforhinately, in the present ooiiHilioii of the public revenue, 
it would he in rain to looh to the Government for any grant, I 
cannot, however, lielievi* that for carrying out so important and so 
beneficial an ohjeef, as diirnsing that agricultunal knowledge upoii 
w hrch the very safety of the coimf ry now' depends, the noblemen arid 
gentlemen, wdio, under your Grace’s presidency, have already done so 
much, would hesitate to" give their pecuniary assistance. 1 shall with 
pleasure myself* cotitribute the sum of 50/., wdiich 1 sliall place in yout 

hawJs, . 
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hands, provided the residue be made up by your Grace and others, and 
applied to the purposes that I have suggested in this communication/ 
— Transactions^ p. 65. 

^ Li vain to look for 3001, t/) the Government ’ — that Government 
which was wasting hundreds of thousands on public mischiefs, mis- 
called public works, and which was, that very season, worse than 
wasting ten times 300Z. in plans for disfiguring one House of 
Parliament with the monstrosities of what they call art. and for 
poisoning the other witli farcical quackeries of ventilation. The 
pecuniary difficulty, however, was got over bv the subscription 
suggested by Lord Clarendon, and by a sum of .‘550/., the balance 
of 500/. which had been advanced to the Agricultural Society by 
Lord Heytesbury, who, during his Vicerovalty, had already seen 
the value of that Institution, and now w illingly phu’ed that sum 
at its disposal for this new object. Thirty noblemen and gentle- 
men followed Lord Clarendon's subscription of 50/. with various 
sums amounting to about 1000/.; and when Lord Clarendon 
found that the subscription — including Lord Hevtesbiiry's — only 
amounted to something short of LjOO/., he at once guaranteed 
1000/. more. With these means twenty-nine or thirty ])raclical 
Instructors were immediately despatched into as many of the most 
distressed districts of the West and South — and with, as far as we 
can at present judge, the happiest effect, and at no greater ex])ense 
than in 1817, of 3401; and in ISIS^ of lOS/. Never, we can 
venture to assert, was so great a prospect opened at so small an 
expense. Our readers have already seen, by our former extracts, 
the slate of apathy and despair in wdiich the Instructors found 
some of their districts. We must now, in order to give them any 
adequate idea of the real state of Ireland, exhibit a f(‘W instances, 
from different localities, of their agricultural condition. I'iie people 
did not even know how' to dig their ground. 

SSaw them only digging the furrows and shovelling the clay on the 
ridges; but J made them go to the brow of the riilge and dig it info 
the furrow, and cut it all through, and give the entire soil the benefit of 
the exposure; and when they miw I was right, they took it kindly, luid 
promised to eommenee [ — in the year 1847 ! — ] a proper system of 
cultivatiou.’ — ib, p. 73. 

‘ I saw one man digging liis stubbles about four inches deep ; asked 
him “ why lie didn’t go deeper ?” and he said, “ tliere wasn’t a man 
in the townland was giving his land such a digging.” I then dug 
some for him, and turned up some new soil, six inches under that he 
was scribbling at, rich loamy earthy that he never had disturbed 
before,* — p. 74. 

‘ I also instructed the labourers how to hold their spades or forks^ and 
to dig the land deeply and properly ; . . . . and I took the spade in my 
hand and showed them hoto to use and to turn up acres of fine new 

virgin 
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virgin soil^ which never saw the light before. They appeared civil 
and thankful for my advice, and took it kindly/ — p. 75. 

And so every where; one of the Instructors adding, *that the 
very construction of their implements is calculated to prevent 
such labour/ (p. 109.) Could it have been imagined that in the 
district of Lismorc, on the fertile banks of 

‘ Sweet Avondiift', which of tlie Englishman 
Is called Black water/ 

studded with the residences of noblemen and gentlemen in a pro- 
fusion unequalled, w’e believe, in any other similar space in the 
empire — could it, we say, bebedieved that in this vale, which may 
be almost called the garden of Ireland, the people did not even 
know how to plant ca])bages ! 

^ They listened ei' illy ami aitCMitively, and \\Iien some of them com- 
jdained of want of lood, J hlio\^«‘d them that if each of them only 
plant(‘d a few e.d)l)ages in tinu*, tiny Avould he turning np for them in 
a few veeks, and afford them and their families immediate relief, until 
the other things c(»me in; and it \^as gratifying to see 4;hem in the 
evernng, returiiing I'mhu tiie fair of Ballyduff, with large bundles of 
eabhage ])lafifs on their backs, and stop})ing me all along the road to 
give (hem <t<lria‘ resjHrttng fhettf,* — p. 104. 

As to agricultural processes, the foregoing extracts sufficiently 
d(‘scril)e their lazy and superficial preparation for the eternal 
liarvest of jiotatoes and oats. And then, when harvest is gathered 
in, weeds and all, in a most slovenly way, the whole country 
seems to go to sleej) for the winter, and nothing whatever is 
done with the land till March or April following, when the same 
wretched system of ^ scribbling ’ the surface for scanty crops is 
renewed, (p. <S4 ct passim,) 

Politicians, partizans, and littcrateiii's write tirades on what they 
call the monster evils and monster miseries of Ireland. Here are 
— as we are forccnl to say at every step — here are the real monster 
evil and misery : — indolence and ignorance — and now starvation. 
Every Ciindid writer and thinking man had seen this, though in 
most instances as through a glass darkly ; Englishmen, suspecting 
their own imperfect acquaintance with the country, hesitated to 
exhibit the whole truth — the Irish, blinded by their nationality, 
would not see it — or, when it forced itself upon them, either 
intrepidly defended the error or threw the blame on Tenterden 
steeple or any other scapegoat. It was reserved for Lord Claren- 
don to make an ^lutboritative exposure of the evil, and to apply 
something of an autliorilative remedy to the disease. 

Is it also reserved for him alone to be successful ? The failure of 
so many attempts in so many quarters and on so many scales — some 
of the most promising of which have hardly left a wreck behind-^ 

is 
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is a ^roat discourn^femcnt ; but when we recollect that this is the 
first time that the failure of the potato itself~the root of inost of 
the evil — has left an opening* for improvement that this is the 
first time in which instruction has been brought into actual 
contact with the actual lalxmrer— carried into the field to him, 
like his food, and* more invigorating than his food-^and when wo 
fiml that the reports, which we have seen up to the Ist of Sep- 
tember, all concur in stating a considerable advance in oulti- 
vation, and an extent of turnip, bean, mangel, and swede crop that 
will be sensibly felt in any circumstances, and most valuably 
if there should be, as we fear, any extent of potato failure :•* — 
w*ben, we say, we consider all these facts, we cannot but indulge a 
hope that a happier day has dawned upon Ireland, and that a 
larger (but not otherwise more expensive) system of agricultural 
instruction may be permanently established and diffused, not 
through a few southern and western districts alone, but over tho 
whole country — for though the cultivation of Connaught and 
Munster is pre-eminently bad, parts of Ulster and Leinster are 
little better, and, in truth, there is no part of the island, of which 
we have any knowledge, that is not open to incalculable improve- 
ment. 

Very much, however — more than we are willing to think of-*- 
will depend on a circumstance already slightly alluded to, but 
deserving of the gravest and most anxious consideration— tho 
operation of the Roman-Catholic Clergy. Lord Clarcndon^s mfisi- 
sionarics seem to have been, as we have already intimated, so I eotod 
and instructed with the object of conciliating the priesthood; anil, 
generally speaking, they appear to have been well and in many 
cases cordially received by them ; but we think we see indicatioi^ 
that this feeling was not universal, and we confess our opprehon* 
sions that the project is too tranquillizing, too civilizing, too likely 
to improve the self-reliance and personal independence of tho 
peasantry, to be really grateful to the large body of clericol inocn-* 
diaries who have hitherto exercised and do still exercise so vaot 
an influence in Ireland. . 

We very reluctantly admit such apprehensions, andi sUrrnig^ ns 
they' must be in every mind that knows anything of Ireland;] wie 
should on this occasion have suppressed them— but for a neir and 
remarkable feature which has now been added to the Case, and 
to which these reverend gentlemen must, we think, accept a large 
share of responsibility— we mean the dishonest and outrageous re- 
moval of the crops in order to avoid the payment of rent and rates.] 
This practice, revived from the bid Whiteboy time, has witbinithe' 
last few weeks prevailed to a di^raccful and— wkb regaitd to> 
the Spirit that prompts ov permits it— we may say alanniag 
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It seems that, by a strange defect in the law, this robbery, fot 
such It really is, cannot be legally stopped on a Sunday^ and, it 
is on the Sabbath therefore that these outrages are coiiunitted 
• with impunity; but will any man bel^ve that the Priests, who oO 
other occasions are so ready to proclaim their undoubted influence 
over their flocks {see the extracts we shall give hereafter from the 
Nation), could not, if they chose it, prevent this audacious prCH 
fanation of the Sabbath? If they tell us that the people will not 
obey them in this matter, they will force us to conclude that their 
boasted power is only for mischief, and that they are impotent for 
good. 

We have expressed our unwillingness to attenuate in any degree 
the ])raise that Lord Clarendon's civil adininistration eminently 
deserves by any criticism on the political errors which his party 
imposes on him ; but in reference to this important subject we 
cannot refrain from stating that the various steps taken by the 
Government to wliicli he belongs to affront tlie listablished Church 
and U) flatter and cajole the Roman-Catholic clergy, are signs and 
tokens of a miserable jiolicy, the result of which will be a miserable 
failure. We have already expressed on every occasion our ap- 
probation of paying a due respect to that priesthood, and we have 
urged, with whatever power of reasoning or ]>eisuaslon we may 
possess, that no measure of improvement — not even agricultural 
instruction — will or can be successful until that body is made in- 
de})endent in pecuniary circumstances and bi ought into harmony 
inc) closer cxmtact with the state ; but that is not to be done by un- 
worthy truckling to their bigotry or their vanity — by insulting the 
Protestant Coiisiilutionof the country — and by, as happened on liie 
Queen's visit, giving undue countenance and illegal rank, style, 
and precedency to the Roman Catholic prelacy, who, J^owev^,' 
so little valued* the ostentatious condescension which the Sove^ 
reign w^as thus advised to lavish on them, that they declinetl 
to acknowledge it as a body, and that a bare majority of onei 
consented to present, as individuals only, an address to. the 
Queen. ■ 

It rwaa for about three weeks the fashion in Ireland to dcchiim 
cm llio vast* benefit that the Queen’s visit was to do there.* Wet 
believe whatever effect it may have had is the very reverse ofgood. 
We have already lamoniablc< indications that it has not reclaimed 
the turbulent and treasonable spirit which had been 
smoolderk^t und blazing for full fifty years. The English coik 
nej£ioniandr€onstitutioii have n6t gained one friend, ^wbile the.qonrs 
duitft that hereditary snd officfiul Whigs prescribed toher.M/ij^Kty 
eiluld creette «aome>alarm and more dissat jsfaction ampng^A 

the old aiidlmid fricadsiaf/lieriamily and cwwn-rrr^Up 
* f of 
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of all denominations — the English* garrison of Ireland — in whose 
ejes a series of trifles that were called accidents — though all those 
accidents tended, unluckily, the same way — gave a kind of addi- 
tional sharpness to the hostile countenance of her Ministers. But 
exclusive of these considerations, we remember the delusive hopes 
that the visit of ‘George IV. excited. For the benefit of our 
younger readers, we shall transcribe from that grave authority, the 
Ammal Register for 1821, part of the account of that visit, which 
seems to have been adopted as a mould in which the Ministerial 
j ubilations*on the late occasion have boon cast. 

‘ On the 17th of July Ills Majesty made his public entry into Dublin 
amidst the most extraordinary and rapturous demonstrations of ]>ublic 
enthusiasm that ever a sovereign received from his subjects. 

‘ The \ory first annonnocment of tiie King’s intention to come to 
Ireland had been received in that country with symptoms of the utmost 
exultation. All classes, and, what is more, all parties, participated in 
tlie feeling, and secme<l anxious to bury their political and religi(nis 
differences in the exjjresdion of their common attaeliment to the King. 
Party and sect, the two fatal words that in\olve all that is most per- 
plexing in the political distemper of Ireland, ^^ere for the moment 
wholly forgotteti ; Protesta^it and Catholic met for the first time in 
amity, animated by a common feeling and aconinnni purpose. There 
can be no doubt tliat a better ord<*r of things \sas then prepared/ 
i^'C. &c. — Annual Register ^ 1821, p. 210. 

This was the statement of the sober historian of the Annual 
Register ; but he gives the following more glowing prophecy from 
the Dublin Evening Post — a print which, writing in tlie days 
of Liverpool and Londonderry, he describes as the ‘ organ of the 
Anti-3Iinisterial — we might almost say the Anti-English — party 
in*Ireland.’ After some slight allusion to the advantage to trade 
from th * visit of George IV., that Post of 1821 proceeded : — 

‘ But this visit Mill have a wider and deeper of)eration. Its bene- 
ficial effects are felt already. It has been the harbinger of conciliation. 
In the course of tliree short weeks greater strides liave been made to 
allay faction — to remove prejudices — to diminish feuds — to decrease the 
ill blood generated by a collision of opposite sentiments — in slmit, to 
conciliate and unite in the bonds of one interest and one loyalty, than 
all the exertions of good and wise men liad been able to accomplish in 
thirty years. Ah J^ing that ever reigned has rendered such a service 
as this to Ireland; if our ffictiona, losing all their asperities, shall ulti- 
mately be melted into one feeling of devotion to the sovereign, and of 
rational attachment to the country, posterity will attribute this blessed 
w&rk to the Fourth King of the Brunswick line — to the First King 
that ever visited Ireland in the pride, popp, and circumstance of glo- 
rious peace — 

with inucb more in the same style which the Evenhig Post of 

to-day 
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to-day has in substance repeated in honour of Queen Victoria. 
But with what result in either case? In the very next page of the 
Annual Register that contains those halcyon prognostics we find — 

‘ It is matter of regret that we cannot liere close our account of Irish 
affairs for the present year, but tlio King had liardly reached England 
on liis return, when with him came intelligence thjft in several coun- 
ties acte of violence liad been committed wliich, from tlieir nature and 
frequency, too clearly indicated the renewal of a system of outrage 
whicli had so often disgraced the peasantry of that kingdom.’ — Atmual 
Register^ 1821, p. 222. 

The (Juoen is not yet come back to England — (we are writing 
on the 26th of September) — but in every other point the tragic 
ejiilogue to the melo-dramatic farce is the same to-day as it was 
then. 

Sir George Grey, who aceom])anied the ()ueen to Ireland, and 
whom we cannot congratulate cither on what he did prcpenselv, or 
on the arcidents whlcli he permitted to happen, has been more un- 
lucky than tlie ministers of George IV., who were too ])rudent to 
pledge themselves lor the Royal visit’s tranquillising Ireland. On 
his w\ay home Sir George Grey stopped at Newcastle to dine wdth 
his constituents, and on that (xcasion he made a speech, in which 
he enlarged on the conciliatory and tranquillising elfccts of Her 
Majesty’s visit, and on his own proud privilege of w itnessing them. 

‘ All luckless speech and bootless boast !’ — 

for the verv next mail ])rought from Ireland accounts of ex- 
tensive conspiracies and rebellious outbreaks of the same kind 
as those that followed equally close upon the visit of George IV. 

And why should it not be so ? The triumphant tone in 
which Sir George Grey and all the numerous organs of the 
Ministers affect to cry up this Royal Visit and its consequences, 
obliges us to say that the visit had nothing in its character that 
w as calculated to produce any better effect than that of George IV. 
— nay, that no one could have rationally anticipated even so much 
from it — and that, in point of fact, its feu de paille has already 
burned out. 

The Irish, whatever other defects may be imputed to them* 
have no deficiency of shrewdness ; they are, if not the most pene- 
trating, at least the sharpest people in the world ; and it required 
less tiian their sagacity to draw comparisons between the two 
royal visits, not altogether favourable tp the latter. George IV.'s 
visit to Ireland was early, gracious, and official — he was crowned 
at Westminster on the l^th of July, 1821, and — feeling it to 
be his next sovereign duty to extend to his Irish subjects the 
grace of his royal presence — he^set out for Dublin within a 
, fortnigH 
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fortnight after llie coronation. Queen Victoria was crowned in 
June, 1838. She has in successive years visited her husband's 
relations in Germany — the King* of the Belgians at Brussels — 
and the King of the French at his country seat in Normandy. 
She has visited her ancient kingdom of Scotland — once in state, 
and twice with fess ceremony ; and now — after eleven years — 
liappening to have to pass the coast of Ireland on her way to 
a sporting box in Scotland, She is advised that it will be hardly 
decent to pass the very door ol so touchy a neighbour without 
just ^looking in,^ Is it Irom a visit so lardy, so casual, so hurried, 
and in all (except her Majesty’s own j)ersonal deportment) so 
ungracious, that we are to expect the regeneration of Ireland ? 
Those who think so must have, indeed, a very low opinion of 
cither the taste or intellect of the whole Irish })eople. 

But we know that all this has not escaped the quick-sighted 
and sensitive Irish. They were amused by the novelty of what 
they already call * a tawdry pageant’ in their deserted and sickly 
streets — they were struck, perhaps, with something of instinctive 
reverence to the Sovereign, and more of national gallantry towards 
an august Lady. The female crowd — the ragged one in the 
backgiound as well as the gay one in front — weie charmed 
with the manly figure of the Wince. Indeed, the whole peojde 
could not fail to be attracted and conciliated by the personal 
advantages and giacious deportment of her Majesty and her royal 
Consort. The Irish are naturally apt to boil over — they boiled 
over for George IV., and they have boded over for Queen Victoria ; 
but the froth and bubbles were in the latter case rather lighter, and 
have been, we believe, even mo»e evanescent than in the former. 
In estimating popular impressions, trifles otherwise inconsiderable 
are worth notice— even the poetry of ranch is a straw which 
indicates how^ the wmd blows, and the following stanzas of an 
address from ^ Ihbernia to Victoria^ are but a parajihrase of what 
may be read in treasonable prose in some Irish papers : — 

‘ They talk mighty big of the good that will come 
From your kindly look-in on p(X)r Fat in his home 
So li.st w Idle I tell, wliat ’s less pleasant than true, 

What sights you necr satv — what your visit canU do. 

You saw me, Asthore* in my moment of mirth — 

Not crouched in rny dwellin’ of darkness and dearth ; 

You heard the loud cheers of rny young and my old — 

Not their moans fur the hunger — tlieir cry fof the cold. 

You walked in rny palaces, Cushla-ma~creej* 

But divil a cabin, at all, did ye see ; 

♦ Irigh lertns of eiulearmciit : ‘ Precious ‘ Joy ofrn^ hcatt: w7bave Anglic >ted 
the Irish S|)elliiig of the originul. 
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You took bite and sup from my aldermen’s dish, 
ilut not the black roots from my cottager’s kish* 

You could toss the poor beggar a morsel of mate, 

J3ut you can’t lift the pauper to man’s true estate ; 

You could smile on my sons, hut not teach them to know 
Tlte sins that they do^ and the duties they mve. 

Sure, it ’s sorry I ’d be. Dear, for aught upon earth, 

To dash Avith a sorrow the light of your niirtli ; 

’Tis love true and loyal, that thus brings to view 
What sights you ne'er saw — what your visit cant do 1 ’ 

These comments are indeed Mess pleasant than true,’ and Minis- 
ters would have acted more discreetly in not provoking them by 
their silly glorifications. 

Let us jiive a less painful example of the value of the ideas 
of Ireland Avhicli her Majesty was likely to carry away. Inhere 
is no crop in that fertile land from north to south so plentiful as 
the weed Ragwort — in Ireland called Benweed and Ragweed 
(Senccio Jacohaui ) — too often to be seen even in England in 
some neglected pastures and in all hedges. In Arthur Young’s 
time it could hardly have been so general a plague in Ireland 
as it now is, for he mentions it as the peculiar deformity of two 
or three localities. If ho were at this day to travel from Lough 
Foyle to Bantry Day, he would, we believe, scarcely find a grass- 
field, be>ond a gentleman’s demesne, that is not — as Mr. Howitt 
tells us of the neighhourliood of hAlgeworihsiown (see antCj p. 525) 
—overrun with it, or Avith rushes, or with both. If a traveller should 
venture to notice this miraculous crop to an Irish farmer, his first 
impulse vA'uuld be to deny its c^lence ; but if, on this denial, }^ou 
take him into one of his own fields and show it to him up to his 
knees., he then defends it as a useful vegetable, and tells you ^ the 
cattle like it.’ When }ou venture to observe, in reply, that if the 
cattle liked it they would hardly suffer it to groAV so hard and tall, 
Avhile all the other vegetation of the field Avas eaten bare, he has 
another excuse, that ' it is very conduci\'e to the growth of the other 
herbage by spreading its roots along the surface and levigating the 
mould.’ To which — if you could bring yourself to give a grave an- 
swer — yoi^ might say that it was in fact the very reverse, and not 
only a sad eyesore, but a great exhauster ol the soil. Well ; this 
universal ragweed was, of course, to be found in its usual yellow 
abundance in her Majesty’s own park, the Phoenix — and we 
wonder what stranger eye it was — we suspect the Lord Lieu- 
tenant’s, or some othpr dainty Englishman’s — that thought a crop 
of ragweed an unseemly harvest to exhibit to her Majesty in her 

■ ' • The |)otato basket. 
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own ornamental park. Somebody, ^vhoever it was^ pive orders 
("which must have made the Irish park-keepers stare) to mow and 
remove the ragweed from the j)robablc reach of the Royal eye. 
So it was mowed ; and if her Mjijebty should happen to detect 
ragwort in some corner of 'Windsor Park, she may say, ^ 1 saw 
nothing like that ii? tidy, Avell-eultivated Ireland.’ 

Another more significant mark of the inefficacy of the royal 
visit is, that it was immediately followed by the reaj)pearance of 
the m^ation newspaper, the organ of the Young- Ireland rebels, 
suppressed ^^hen they were put down, and now within ten da>s 
of the Queen’s visit revived with a spirit of sedition deeper and 
bolder, and expressed with not less \igonr and ability than in its 
former state. Its editor, Mr. Duffy, has been twice tried for his 
share in the Smith O’llrien rebellion ; but the juries A\ere twice 
discharged — one or two jurors, said to be Roman (’atholics, 
having in both cases held out against a conviction. The Habeas 
Corpus Susjiension Act havinfj hem permitted hy the JMiiiistera to 
expire — (we should like to hear icht/ — Mr. Duffy has been 
released from Newgate, and has lost not an liour in recommenc- 
ing a still more formidable career of agitation. In his second 
number iho Queen’s visit is openly ridiculed and denounced, and 
particularly in a passage which, as wc shall have to quote it pre- 
sently for another purpose, we omit liere. 

But, in short, all the accounts that reach us from every jiartof Ire- 
land impress us with the melancholy conviction that, except perhaps 
some Radical corporators who have been knighted, or liaioneted, 
or in some such way soft-soldej'ed l)y Government favours, there is 
not one heart in Ireland more loy^l to the (Jueen, the Constitution, 
and British connexion, than there would have b(*cn if Jier Maj(‘sty 
had travelled to Scotland by the Midland Railway. 

It is not by opening our ears to the shouts of the crowd, while 
we shut our eyes to the condition and spirit of the people, that 
Ireland can be saved; she must be first taught to obey the law, 
and next to feed lierself — or rather, indeed, these results would be 
simultaneous. If life and prrqierty could be secured, there is no 
country in Europe more likely to attach its native landlords or 
to attract new ones — but life and projicrty cannot be secure in 
such a state of habitual defiance of the law — no prudeflt man will 
venture his life fir his capital in a country vvhere his residence 
must be a fortification — his daily walk or ride an armed reconnais- 
sance, and his attempt to collect his rents a regular campaign. 

How is this miserable state of things — this anarchy to be 
mended? Must we despair ? No. We persuade ourselves that 
we see, as clearly, as certainly as any such problem admits of — 
three remedies, anyone of which will do mucky and a combination 

of 



wine was seized, or wan ioiily wasted ; tlieir domestics were beaten 
and j)rieked wjtli bayonets and sword-points to induce them to 
betray dej)osits. Horses and provender were demanded — pro- 
\iisl()iis of e\ery sort lor the valorous defenders of the breach — 
h(‘ds and linen for the wounded patrrots. Several hospitals were 
(onvciled into places of diversion, where women even of the 
heller ranks, under pretence of attending’ the sick, gave a vent 
to those loose jiassioiis whicli in a njorc orderly state, of society 
tlioy had been forced to repress — and the confessor was driven from 
the coucli of the dying for fear of having to witness scenes of 
nnlji’idied dc'bauchery. 

A irudancholy picture of human depravity was presented on 
every sid(\ 'J'rcaehery and cowardice combined to exhibit the 
^.()rst I’ealuies of our e\il nature. Servants long cherished by 
their masters, and pampered with every indulgence, now turned 
tiaitors, and denonnecd the secret hoard to the rapacious agents 
of confiscation. With lieinhiing anxiety and emulous baseness 
they brought foith such articles as might tempt the cupidity and 
secure the favour of the licensed robber. These domiciliary 
visits had at first been conducted with an air of decency and an 
assumption of gravity. A catalogue was made, and a receipt 
oll’cred ; tluj forms of business were observed. We think we 
have read that the Arab in the desert strips his victim w'ith a 
soil of aj)()logy : — " Rrolher, give thy cloak ; thy aunt is cold, and 
has need of it.’ 'I’lie wants of a Kcpublic in danger afforded a 
more j)lausible pretext. But by degrees these forms were aban- 
donc*d, and pillage assumed a more downright character ; the 
<leiii;uids were still made in the name of the Committee, but the 
warrant exhibited was the j)istol of the soldier, like that which 
luisigii Jo^ec presented to his King. 

It is not the least singular feature of this singular period, that 
while the attack and defence were conducted with every show of 
animosity, the belligerent parties were all the time in corre- 
spondence. The notes and dispatches will be found in the 
‘ Bolleltino delle J.eggi,’ and will furnish the best materials for 
the future historian. The hollowness of the whole transaction is 
evident ; but both parties felt themselves secure in their knovv- 
Icilge of the perfidy of the other, and in the means that each 
j)ossessed to expose their antagonists. France had protected the 
political crimes of every country in Europe: killing uas no 
inuider, robbery no theft. Mazzini and his acannplices did not 
share the danger they compelled others to brave: — even with- 
out the protection of an English passport, they deemed them- 
selves certain of the forbearance, if not of the favour, of a 
victorious enemy ; the people feared the cannon of the 
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for the spiritual welfare of their fellow Christians; hut it seems 
to us, in the present state of things* more charitable, as well as 
more reasonable, to leave each flock to the g^uidance and respon- 
sibilities of its own shepherds. What can be the Protestant 
motive but the expectation that the free use of the Scriptures will 
wean the Roman Catholic children from the faith of their 
fathers? — a very probable and very desirable result in the minds 
of us and of all who think that faith erroinfous — but one that is 
obviously incompatible with a system that professes to abstain 
from proselytism ; and the very insistance of the ProU'stant clerg:y 
seems to us a practical justification of the resistance of the Prii^sts. 
Action and reaction will be al\\a\s found equal and contrary in 
morals as well as ])lnsics. 

There are two other reasons against the Protestant claim — one 
from analogy and one of expediency — which, though we by no 
means rely on them as conclusive authority, seem worthy of con- 
sideration in a practical point of view. The first is that, in none? 
of the great schools or colleges in hhigland, nor even in the l^ro- 
testant University of Dublin itself, is the vernacular Bible a class- 
book ; why then attempt to force it on these inferior sc hools ? Idie 
second suggestion is that the National Schools aie supjiorted out of 
the public revenues levied from all sects; and though we cannot 
question the abstract right of the State to dispose of the national 
funds irrespectivcdy of indis idual opinions or pretensions, we think 
that those who object to a particular grant on a ])lea of conscience, 
should recollect that a counter-plea of conscience might also be 
raised on the part of the Roman Catliolic tax-])ayers. Such pleas 
arc double-edged tools which wife men do not willingly h.mdle. 

These reasons, however, did not prevail, and tlie result has 
been most unfortunate. Mr. Thackertay says : — 

‘The Protestant clergy have always treated the plan with bitter 
hostility; and I do believe, in witlidrawing from it, have struck the 
greatest blow to themselves as a body, and to their ow n influence in the 
country^, wliich has been dealt to lliern for many a year. J^icli, 
charitable, pious, well-educated, to be found in every parish in Ireland, 
had They chosen^to fraternize with tin* people and the plan, they inight 
have directed the educational movement ; they might have attained the 
influence which is now given over entirely to the jiriest; and when the 
present generation, educated in the National Schools, were grown up 
to manhood, They might have had an interest in almost every man in 
Ireland. Are They as pious, and more polished, and better educated, 
than their neighbours, the Prie.sts? There is no doubt of it; and by 
constant communion with the j)eople they would have gained all the 
benefits of the comparison, and advanced the interests oftlieir religion 
far more than now they can hope to do. Look at the National 
School : throuqhout the country it is commonly by the Chapel side — it 
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is a Catholic scliool^^ directed and fostered by the Priest; tyid as no 
])(‘o|)J(* are more eager for learning', more tQpt to receive it, or more 
grateful for kindjiess, tlian tlie Jribli, lie gets all tlie gratitude of the 
seliolars who flock to the school, and all the future influence over 
th(*in, wjiich naturally and justly conies*to him.’ — Irish Sketch-Pook, 
vol. i., pp. 101, \(y2. 

This is but too true. Here is a great National system supported 
by National funds wliicli has Ix'on thrown intf) a state of separation 
from, and ev(Mi hostility to, our National (’hureh ; and, as Mr. 
Thackeray sa}s, the National Scho(d-h(nis(*s — next to the Poor- 
houses the most remaikable class of buildings throughout Ireland 
— are almost every wIkuc jilaeed by the side of the Cliajiel, as if 
adjuncts to each other. The consequences of this juxtaposition 
are obvious. 

[t must not, howevc'r, be supposed that the Established Clergy 
were, and still less that tiny are, unanimous in this resistance. 
At first a great majority, ]U‘rhaps three- fourths, took that line, 
from a strong, though we think misajqilied, sense of duty, and 
in ihi? hope, we dare say, that so vigoH)Us a demonstration 
would force the Government to adopt their vic^ws. But in that 
they were, as might liav(' been foreseen, mistaken ; and we arc 
coininced that their own scheme, if accepted, would have been 
found imjiracticable. 'inhere were, wq apjirelicnd, but two pos- 
sible courses: either the coinmon S} stein, with a Fund, 

-which was adopted, — or a separate s\ stern of two sets of 
schools, with scjiarate appropriations of the Fund. Such appro- 
priations mu^t, of couise, have been in proportion to the re- 
spective nuiiibeis of jiupils; and what then wHiuld the Protestant 
clergy have said, if of every 5000/. exjionded on Education the 
("at holies should have dOOO/., and all classes of Protestants but 
1000/.; while the main jioint in dispute — the prohibition of the 
Ibble — would be thus directly sanctioned in principle and ex- 
tended in practice ? These obvious truths have not failed to make 
their way amongst the clergy. The number of the opponents 
of the National system is certainly — and as we are informed, 
rapidly — diminishing; some of their most influential leaders 
have retracted their opposition; and there arc few, we believe, 
who do not see — and, of course, regret — the practical result of 
their well-meant resistance. Much mischief, no doubt, has been 
done ; but nothing, wc hope — except the position of the school- 
houses — that may not be in time remedied by the general adoption 
and prudent management of the National system. 

Wc highly disapprove of the proceedings of the Government 
in all the earlier stages of the affair, and we repeat tha,l their 
mismanagement and ijl-disguiscd hostility to the Establishment 
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incrrase^l the inherent difficulties of the subject ; but on a calm 
revision of the whole case, we entirely a^ree with Dean New- 
Jaiid, (whose well-reasoned and temperate work we recommend to 
those of our readers who wish to follow uj) this discussion,) and 
with the minority — soon, we hope, to become the majority — if 
not so already- of die Irish clerjjy, that somethin;i: like the neutral 
piinciple of the National Board was the only practicable solution 
of the question, if there was to be a system of public education 
at all. And let us add the important fact that this system was 
voluntarily adopted by the Prot^'staut lounders of the Temple- 
moyle School, and has been now twenty >cars in ojicration there 
with complete success, and without any comjdainl or scruple that 
we have heard of on any part. {Sketch Booky vol. ii. p. 

An adverse system, even if possible, would only extend the al- 
leged evil by throwing th(‘ whole of the existing schools into the 
unbalanced management of the Romanist body. Being therefori* 
more than ever convinced that the surest ho])e of the i(*dem])tion 
of Ii eland from a state so close on barbarism is luliication, wi; 
respectfully but most earm'Stly entreat those of tlie l^stablished 
Clergy wdio still hold out against the National Boaid, to re- 
consider their position — to weigh all its conseijuences both as to 
their country and thnnselccs — to recollect that imperfect educa- 
tion is belter than none at all — that it is an essential pro])erty of 
education to grow and extend itself bcMind any liniits that jealousy 
or bigotry irniy attempt to impose ujion it — that a single grain of 
truth will soon Iruetify a thousand-fold ; and that if — as lh(‘y 
and we think — the Roman Catholic form of Chrislianit\ is 
unsound in itsell, the contiguity of the Scliool-house to the ^Iass- 
housc will not jircvent, and may even accelerate, the downlall 
of error. We iinjilore them, therefore, to liaslen to extend 
to their flocks the full benefit of the educational grants, and 
to set thcinsidves manfully about the only duty rcmiaining to 
them in tlie present state of affairs, — tlie maintenance in tlir? 
schools of a sound svslem of geneial instruction, and a bond 
fide neutrality as to religious tenets. If they will ado])t and 
pursue this course, we venture to predict that a very short time 
will prove that the effects of the National systi'in will be the very 
reverse of what they at first apprehended ; and that by and bye, 
the anxiety of the Cioverninent Board may be — not, as now, to 
invite our clergy to bring in Protestant children, but — to induci? 
the Roman Catholic priests to permit theirs to remain. 

We wish indeed that we could persuade ourselvi's that there 
were amongst the Roman-Catholic clergy a geneial and active 
zeal in the great cause of education — even on the National system 
— or that they really desire that their people should learn any- 
thing 
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thing beyond what they themselves clioose to teach them. We 
tear it is not so. Considerin<>^ tljc unbounded influence they 
undeniably possess over their flocks — the close intimacy in which 
they live with them — and the comparative leisure which a life of 
celibacy in retired districts affords, we should have expected a 
2 )riori that they might have raised their people above the abject 
state of filth and ignoiance in which we find them — and whcm to 
tliis stale of filth and ignorance we add the monstrous propensity 
to outrage and criines of blood which marks in so peculiar a 
degree and indeed ea'clusirch/ the Itoinan-Catliolie population, 
we are forced to disbelieve that the priests fulfil the ordinary 
duties of instruction to their jic'Ojile, and to suspect that it is, at 
th(‘same time, one of their most assiduous c.ircs that no instruction 
should penetrate their parishes but tlnough their own channel. 
In fact, slarviiiiT as tlie.S(‘ ])oor jK'oph^ ma\ be. tii(‘y nre still, we 
fear. ‘ belter led tlian tauglU.’ 

\V(? find in the* second innnhrr of the revived Nation a letter, 
to which we hav<‘ alieady alluded, signed ‘ icholas C’oghlan, 
C.(J.' [Catholic Ciiiale?J of Waterford, which ('oncludes with 
a jiassagc that — c'onsideiing the cinarter whence it comes — em- 
jihatically con oboi ales all that wc^ have been sa\ ing both of the 
c'ondilion of the people and of its c'auses : — 

‘111 fl)i‘ (?anton'^ of S\vit/(‘rlaii(l you see a marked contrast between 
the Catliolie and l^rotestant villages — the one cleanly and comfortable, 
the oihc'r too often with a <*e>s|)(M)l at the door. Ask the cause, and 
many will at onn* jioint to flie redigion. The priests, they say, keep 
never inindiug, so long as they are, tlioinselv (\s, trim and respected; 
and M) nmiorselessly do they levy in this item — so much respect do 
tiny arrogat<' to tlieni>elv<‘s — as to leave the jit'ople bankrupt — without 
one particle to spare for themseivc's or their ehildren. "i'iie same will 
bo sometimes told you by the Irish Protestant. Need I tell you how 
gross i> the? ealumuy in each case? No. Tli(» priests look for no re- 
flect lieyoml what thedr pure and devoted lives exact from the [leople ; 
and the} feel every liommr done them the greater in propeution as the 
people honour themselves, ddiey liold that Jdth and sin are found 
(fcnrralhj wallnirhaj in the same sfi/r, and that a wan*s house and 
\)erson are lanjch/ tjfpical (f his sont. Eviny jiriest, and most of all 
the Irish priest, is, and should hc^ an advocate j or this virtue [cleanli- 
ness]. And }jft how little of it is among us I Had we even a small 
share, how many a dismal fairc should we have been saved from enact- 
ing btdbrc^ Europe ! But for us — hawking our sores and hugging 
our rags — we are irady on dn‘ spur of a moment to sally forth, and 
like mere animals of impulse, dance to any tune, at the bidding 
of the juggler. Nay, did lie but grant us a holiday, to run 
and stare, and crow, and clap our hands at the tail of some tawdry 
pageant, I doubt me if we should not fall into such ec.^^tasies as to 
forgive or forget all our grievances, past and present, in the tumult of 
the hour. So it is witif the Irishman nowadays; and so too is it, 
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560 


Tours in Ireland. 


though the comparison may l(Tok queer, with the Irisli turkey-cock. 
Under a like agency, lie acts very much in a like fashion ; for at tJie 
unfurling of a red rag you throw him lihcwisc into fits! 1 may again 
return to this subject. Meanwhile, I am yours, 

‘ NiCJIOLAS CoGlILAN, C.C. 

‘ Waterford, September 5, 1849.’ 

— Nation^ Sept. 8, 1849. 

Our readers will observe in this obscurely-worded but in sub- 
stance very candid paragraph that the ^calumny ’ which this bold 
and zealous vindicator of himself and his reverend brethren 
tlenies is not the existence of the evil — nor the assertion that 
cleanliness is the Protestant and filth the Romish characteristic. 
No; that be admits: what he denies is that his fellow-priests 
'remorselessly levy’ the pecuniary means of keeping themselves 
‘ trim,’ while lhe_) leave their unregarded flocks in filthy misery. 
This greediness imputed to the Priests is, he says, 'a calumny,’ 
but he admits the main fact, that ‘ though the priests should he 
advocates for cleanliness — how little of it is amonyst their people ! ’ 
Mr. Coglilan does not condescend to say how it happens that 
these respected and honoured priests fail to accomplish what 
even he, one of their body, considers as a primary duty: if ‘filth 
and sin wallow in the same stye,' why do not these pastors 
endeavour, the first social reform, to get rid of the filth ? 
These admissions, strange from the mouth of a Romish priest, 
are evidently the eliullitions of his indignation at the ‘juggling* 
loyalty — the ‘ tumult of the hour ’ — displayed at the Queen’s 
visit; but he might liavc spared some of his indignation — the loy- 
alty was, we fear, as short and as shallow as Mr. (’oghlan 
could desire — half minus one, as we before said, of the Romish 
hierarchy stood aloof — the ‘tawdry jiageant ’ vanished in an 
hour, and all that remains of the various topics of this extra- 
ordinary letter is the awkward 'but indubitable confession that 
cleanliness is the virtue of the Protestant, — that the squalid dress 
and residences of the Roman-Catholic peasantry ‘ arc typical of 
their souls,’ and that they ‘hawk about their sores and hug their 
rags ’ with a scandalous and shameless levity. Mr. Thackeray 
docs not say more — nor more strongly. We should not have 
ventured, on our own responsibility, to have said so much. 

But on the im])ortant question which Mr. Coglilan has, 
judiciously for his purpose, blinked — namely, the influence of 
the priests in these matters — we feel ourselves justified in con- 
cluding both from what he says and what he omits to say that 
our original impressions were correct ; that the priests have little 
active anxiety about the civilization of their flocks ; that, if they had, 
their power would have been long since victorious over sluggishness 
and filth, and their child — starvation. In the very next number of 
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llic Nation, Mr. Duffy endeavours to enlist the priesthood in his 
new anritatlon by confessing their omnipotence over their flocks : — 

‘ The Irisli priestliood have long- held in (heir hands the soul of 
Celtic Ireland. For a period of at least sixty years they have, as a 
body, been in a position to feel every tllroh of the inmost heart of the 
country.' — Natio?i, Sept. 15, 1849. • 

bVoin this extraordinary but we believe perfectly accurate state- 
ment, coupled with the preceding admissions of Mr. Coghlan, are 
we not entitled to charge upon the Romish priesthood all the 
social misery of Ireland? A giievous charge! But let us on 
the other hand, in justice or at least in extenuation, admit that it 
would be unnatural, and contrary to all the better and the worse 
instincts of liurnan nature, to expect that they will help }ou to 
clevfite their people while they themselves remain in so anomalous 
and humiliating a condition. 

The importance which all the Reports of Lord Clarendon’s 
Instructors attach to the co-operation of the priests is very sig- 
nificant. I'lieir countenance is ever^nvhercj acknowledged as the 
first element of any ajiproach to the success of even a lesson in 
digging, and he who oilers to lecture the people on hoeing tur- 
nips or ])lanting cabbages only obtains their car by the recom- 
mendation of the priest. 

VV^e have already .said that by a prudent choice of the Instruc- 
tors and this deference on their jiarts the goodwill of most of the 
])riests seems to have been conciliated to Lord Clarendon’s mea- 
sures, and we earnesily hojic that this ^ood understanding may 
continue and increase. And we must take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing our pleasure and sui prise that the Agricultural Society 
should have been able to furnish at such short notice and at 
such ])oor remuneration so many Instructors of so much ability, 
good temper, and good sense as their rejiorts evidence. Those 
lliat can speak Irish seem to have a peculiar influence, and 
in any case in which it might be suspected that the priest w^as 
adverse or indifferent, a person speaking Irish should if possible 
be employed. We are not indeed quite satisfied that all these 
reverend gentlemen liave entered into the Instructors’ views so 
cordijilly as could be wished. Of this we have nothing but slight 
indications — for, of course, neither would any Priest venture to 
show, nor any Instructor to report, a downright indifference to this 
work of charity — but such passages as the following are not pro- 
mising. One of the Instructors — after visiting a parish through 
which he was accompanied not by the priest but by his clerk — 

‘ complained bitterly [to the priest] of the misery and wretchedness 
existing in that locality ; and the reverend gentleman in reply said that, 
in his opinion, if 6f/. would sow an acre of turnips or any other green 
crop, they could not afford paying for the seed.’— iJcywr/, 1 May, IM9, 
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Now, this discouraging observation was made in a district in whicli, 
however, the people found means to procure seed enough for follow- 
ing their own ‘defective and dcjdorable’ system — though the very 
next page of the Reports informs us that GcZ. worth of turnip-seed 
would j)laiit as much land as 3 a‘. 6r/. worth of })otato-seed — ^ making 
a saving on seed alone of 3Z. 4s. per acre.’ ‘ The reverend g(Mitle- 
man’ was clearly either no calculator or very lukewarjn in the cause. 

And this case sugirests one practical observation, with which 
we shall conclude. It appears that this question of seed is one 
of paramount importance. In all the rec ent l^eports the wantof 
is the most urgent complaint, and marked advantage liad ensued 
from the Societies' sending jnemiunis of seeds to the farmers who 
had show'll the best dispo;>ition to improvement ; but there has 
been a great disappointment in many neighbourhoods from the 
bad quality of the seeds Many bought from local dealers — even 
some benevolently contributed by the Society of jZ'VZc;///.'? and other 
charitable persons — turned out to l)e bad, and even fraudulent. 
7’he Instructors when pressed, as they frt(|uenlly were, for seeds 
by those who were willing to use l)ut unable to olitam them even 
by purchase, had to answer reluctantly that they had none to 
give. trust that Lord (Marendon will not have ovei looked 

so striking a feature in these Rejiorts, and that he will not 
have hesitated to demand from the Treasury one or two, or if 
necessary Jive or even ten thousand potinds for this vital object. 
Nor would the supply of seed be liable to the same objection 
as a suj)})ly of money. • Seed could hardly be wasted or mis« 
applied or joljbi'd, if distributed by the Instructors at a low 
price, or at no price, in the way of premium to those iiioi>t deserv- 
ing of it. It is an expense which, wc think, the most rigid 
economist in the House of (Commons could not ('omplain of. 
We trust also that, this being the season in which Irish laziness 
is most remarkable as well as most injurious, I.ord Clarendon will 
be enabled to make a large* addition to the number of his thirty 
Instructors, whose timely and littlc-cosily intervention may save 
in the next year thousands of lives and millions of money. Tlie 
ancient apologue was never more true — was never so true as to- 
day in Ireland : — there is a pot of gold in every field if the labourer 
will only dig for it — and not gold only, but a still richer treasure 
of industry, of comfort, of order, of independence — of intelligence 
— of true liberty and of rational ]>iely — they are ail there if you 
will dig for them. J3ut whether this incomprehensible fieoplecan 
be jiersuaded to work for their livelihood or no, we trust that wc 
shall hear no more of the vile cant about ‘ hereditary bondage and 
the accursed tyranny of Kiigland.’ The bondage was and is no 
other than the bondage of obstinate ignorance^ and the tyranny, 
the* tyranny of inveterate sloth. 


Art. 



5G3 ) 


Art. VII. — 1. Coirespondence respecting the Affairs of Italy, 
I S IT), 1847 (folio, pp. 299). Presontod to l)oth Houses of 
Parli, *11110111 by order of Her Majo.^ty, July, 1849. 

2. Rcpuhlica HoiiKina : BolkUino delh Lcyyi, Edizione ufficiale. 

Roma, 1819. # 

3. Reyno totnporalc di Rio Nona. Compilata da R. Grandoni. 
Anno primo (* secondo. Roma, 1848. 

4. GU nltiuii Scssanta-nocn Giorni della Rejmblica Romana. 
(\)m])ilata suj^li Atti ufli(‘iali, publirrui ]>er eomando del 
Governo, e per la massima parte inserti nel Monitore Romano. 
Roma, 1819. 

T he contest uliicli for two years disturbed the peace and 
destroyed the prosperity of the Italian jieniiisula has at 
lenijth be(‘ii lirouirhl to aclob(\ Piedmont, ]n(>strate at the foot of 
her out rascal allv. havlii" exhausted every art of petty chicane, 
and indiiced, \\t‘ fear, less by a sense of lionour and e:ratitude than 
by llic terror winch lier own new ly-clecled parlMimnit justly 
insjiires. has acce])led the peace which a jifenerous conqueror 
accordi'd. Austria r(‘tains h(‘r leyolted jiroyinces in the stron«^ 
j^rasj) of inililary possession. 4'uscany, reduced to obedience, is 
maintained in traiKjUillity by Austrian i»arrisons, and the Roman 
Slates are in tlie occupation of French and Ausliian armies. 
All this was iiieyilable, and those w'ho induiired exjieclations of 
a diflertml coinjilexion understood neilhef th(‘ nature ot the struggle 
nor that of the parties einragcd. 

An act of the portentous drama, then, is closed It would be 
premature to offer conjectures as to its final * denoiK'inent — 
in the mean time, howe\er, the characters have been brought out, 
their true objects disclosed, the secret sjnings of action re- 
vealed. 

7"he official folio which we have? placeil at the head of our 
list, carefull\ as its materials have been arrangeil for public in- 
spection — failing altogether where explanation was most needed 
— contains neveriheless much curious mailer; and by its help, 
together with such historical documents and inlhrmaiion as we 
have been able to collect fioin other quarters, we purpose to trace 
the gradual development of revolution in the Roman state up to 
its present disastrous and inconel usi^c stage. 

Our readens, we doubt not, are sufficiently acquainted with 
the general outline of ewents to render a minute recapitu- 
lation of them unnecessary. On the 1st of June, 1846, Gre- 
gory XVI. breathed liis last, and on the IGllfCardinal Mastai 
was proclaimed in the shortest conclave that had sat since the 

election 
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elrrtion of G rectory XIII. in 1572. The discontents which had 
long’ been smothered during the life of the late sovereign, burst 
out even in the first moments of the turbulent and indecent popu- 
larity of which his successor beciiiiie the ol)ject. His first acts 
were popular : he promised reforms and railroads, and in the 
mean time published an ^nnesty to political offenders, embracing 
all except those, only jT) in number, \\ ho had added breach of 
trust to the crime of reiiellion. 

These vague promises, but especially this sweejilng amnesty, 
rapturously applauded by the multitude in all (piartcis, excited 
the gravest ajiprehension among those who had been compelled 
to make the state of Home and ol Italy a main subject of study and 
reflection ; audit was not long certainl> before the voice of warn- 
ing reached Downing Street. As eail\ as July 17, 184(i, Lord 
Cowley writes from Pans—; Prince Melternii li dlsap})ro\es of the 
measuie of a general amnesty, and w ishes that the ju-oposed reforms 
in the Papal States should be confined to those recommended to 
tlie late Pope by the congress of ministers who assembled at Pome 
on the appearance of those discontents with which his reign com- 
menced. J he Pope ( he adds) has shown no disjiosition to 
acijuiesf'c in the Prince’s views, though the majoiitv ol influential 
persons at Rome are favourable to bis Highness's })ollc\.’ The 
very rejoicings to which the mnv measures g.iv(^ rise were con- 
ducted in a manner disrespectful to tlie sovereign and insulting 
to his order, and solved as a pret(‘xt lor assemhling crowds and 
for uttering sentiments dangerous to public tranquillity. We need 
not dwell on the rancour with which the memory of Gregory was 
held up to execration, or the ferocity with which his scr\ants were 
denounced for public vengeance : already a far wider scope was 
taken. On the 1 ith of August, xMr. Moore, the Ibitish consul at 
Ancona, reports lliat the Austrian and Russian consuls had been 
personally insulted by the people, and still more deliheratcly out- 
raged by offensive inscriptions on banners ( arned in the j)rocessions. 
Similar demonstrations occurred in the capital itself. A feeble 
prohibition was attempted by the ]\i]r,\\ functionaries, but the 
language of adulation and cajolery in which the ])eoplc were 
addressed was ^calculated to have any effect rather than that of 
repression. The few Swiss troops, on wiiom alone the Pope could 
depend, were pointed out as the fit objects of pojiular haired, and 
were loaded with insults, from which Government did not ])rotect 
them, and from which they were not allowed to protect themselves. 
It was not pretended that their conduct was censurable, or that 
their number could fairly give umbrage; but this was jiart of a 
plan deliberately formed to deprive authority of its arms, and to 
transfer them to the hands of its ojiponenis 
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The Secretary of State, Cardinal Cizzi, who had been ap- 
pointed in the ho])fi of conciliating the democratic faction,* was 
unequal to his place and to the crisis. The Pope, divided 
Ijetween the old and the new counsellors of the throne, alter- 
nately swayed by the love of his order and by his passion for 
popularity, steady to no purpose, and faithful to no party, com- 
mitted tlie unpardonable error of giving ‘ his countenance against 
Ins name,’ by permitting himseli to be made the object of 
vulgar idolatry at the expense of his government. Thus the 
republicans found their most ellicient auxilinry in the sovereign 
himself, who accepted his ministers fr(>m what he took for the 
])ul)lic voice, and seemed eager to anticipate every demand. 
The mask nas not yc^t thrown off: the emaneijmted press still 
llattered, and Purojie still resounded with ‘highly satisfactory’ 
accounts of the ‘ maicli f)f reform,’ the ‘liberal policy of the Pon- 
tiff,’ and ‘ popular giatitudc' and aflection.’ Put every step was in 
the downw'ard dir(‘ction oi revolution. The jieople were confirmed 
in their idb: and disorderly habits, the finances became more and 
more involved, and crime increased daily. The few attcmj)ts 
wliich the I\)p(‘ made to restore order onls ser\cd to show that 
his authority could be braved with impunity. Every hour added 
to the boldness of the leaders of the movement. Among those 
wliom the amru'sty had assembled in Rome, we will venture to say 
not one relumed a ‘ wiser and a better man none had merited 
indulgence for llu* past, none gave hopes of amendment for the 
luture. C'los(dy united and st(*ady in pursuit of their object, 
unscrupulous as to means, with absolute command of the press, 
llicsc ])raetised outlaws placed at fearful odds against the weak 
and v.aeillaling f lovernmeiit. 

It is no wonder that Pius began to tremble. His popularity 
and the vanity wliieh led him to trust in it eoiild no lopger 
deceive him as to the dangers of his position. He cast.a wistful 
eye towards Austria, and seriously thought of calling in her pro- 
tection to prevent his reforms being turned against himself in 
aid of revolution. 

As early as Jul) 14, IS 17, Lord Ponsonby wrote to our Govern- 
ment from Vienna, to prepare them for such an ev^t. What might 
liavc been the r(‘sult of such an application it is now diflicult to 
say ; but the republican party were greatly alarmed — they resolved 
to avert the danger by a resolute stroke — and they readily found 
those tools with which knaves are said to work. It was industriously 
circulated that a counter- revolution was planned; mysterious 

* This cardinal, wIjuii nuncio at Turin, had interchanged compliments and civilities 
with the Marquis Azeglio, and hence was at lirst excluded I’rom [lie sweeping con- 
demnation pronounced against his order liy tliat champion of liberality. 
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hints of hidden dangers were thrown out; the popular timidity 
and love of excitement were alternately played upon. The 
projjress of the scheme is detailed in a letter (July 5) from 
Mr. Freeborn, our vice-consular assent at Rome, who corresponded 
directh/ with Lord Palmersioii, while the communications of Mr. 
Petre, the diplomatic accent, were transmitted throu”:h tlie loGfation 
at Florence. Mr. Freehorn.it seems, Miad alwa\s entertained 
fears for the tranquillity of the town, unless the Pojn* pursued 
his liberal policy, and "ratified the jieople with still larger con- 
cessions.’ This was precisely the opinion which the conspirators 
desired to spread abroad, liiotous mobs, he savs, were sent to 
parade the streets, with cries of ‘ Death to the C^ardinals! ' — ‘ to 
M. Corboli,’ the Ihider Secretary of State, and ‘all the I^ipal evil 
counsellors ! ’ 

‘ The hi"licr cla^^ses and people of property,’ iMr. Frei'born pro- 
ceeds, ‘could not look on such proceedings without alMvin ; and it 
was resolv(‘d that Prince l>orL»hese, Count Pianciani, and others, 
slioiild wait upon llic* Pope, and state ft) his nolin(‘ss tlu' causes r)f 
discontent of the peo[)le ; and farther to jiray Ids Holiness to take' such 
measures as init^ht prot(‘ct the lives and property of the irdiahitants 
from the possible violenije of irritated nioiis, as thv inUitarji (tad polive 
(lid not think it prudent to interfere^ 7V\u\ therefore this prot(‘ction could 
onI\ be afforded by a jioweifnl Xational (inard, and by the fnlfilnient of 
the hopes raid'd and jiroiniscs "iven of reform and inijirovement.’ 

'I’he Pope, it should seem, acfjuiesced in this conclusive rea- 
soning:, and demand(Ml the advice of his intelligent monitors: 

‘ It was tlien sug^e-'ted in ch^ar and energetic lang’ua^e by the 
Prince that the first step to he taken was the formation of a aathmal 
(jaard; the next to ortranize the vonsultive, body from tin* provinces, to 
organize the municipality of Rome, and to dismiss those persons from 
his presence who had deceiv(*d him by not re])n‘.senting to his Holiness 
the leal state of affairs. Jlis Holiness, after a few minntis’ conside- 
ration, assured the Prince tliat his sngg(‘.stions should be adopted 
without delay. If the promises made by his Ilolimss to Ihinee 
Rorgln^sc are fulfilled witliont delay, the cmintry will be placed in 
tranquillity ; but if not, the present state of anarehy wdll increase, and 
violent ineasure.s will be adopted by the malcontents, which will fidl 
heavily upon the fJardinals, desnits, and Anti-Progressists, long before 
the Austrian intervention can save them.* 

In other words, the advice of the Prince and his colleagues 
amounted to this — Because you have paralyzed all the springs of 
legitimate authority liy your weakness and timidity, you must now 
place arms in the hands of the anarchists ihemsfdvcs. since no one 
will oppose them ; and having transferred the weapons from your 
owm hands to those of your enemies, you must trust to their gene- 
rosity not to use them against yourself. Such were the views in 
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which Mr. Vice-Consul F^rceborn agreed ; and it was from him 
that Lord Palmerston had his direct Roman intelligence ! 

Cardinal Ciizzi, whose ^moderate and liberal’ views had been 
so vaunted, and who h;id hitherto shown himself sufficiently sub- 
missive to mob dictation, plucked upcwurage to oppose these fatal 
concessions. Ilis consent to the establishment of a National 
Tiuaid in the ca])ital was wrung from him; but when he found 
this institution was to be extended to the provinces, he protested, 
and resigned. 

Fiom this period, July f), 1817, tlie Roman revolution dates. 
All ])Ower was then transferred to the mob, and the direction 
of affairs to the clubs, who alternately coaxed the populace or 
were coerced by it. Mr. Petre had previously described the 
authorities as acting under moh-terroi- — the Pope himself com- 
})elled to prostitute* his dignity by appearing at the call of ‘ base 
and abject routs countenanced by bo\s and beggary.’ After the 
Ibimation of the National Ciuaid all hopes from foreign powers 
were annihilated. Fo have imploied assistance would have been 
a declaration of civil war; and there soon followed the quarrel 
Avitli Austria, which more than any other event liurried on the 
calamities of Italy and the ruin of the P(>p(\ As the circum- 
stances which l(‘d to this quarrel liave lieeii much misrepresented, 
and as the Knghsli I'ahmet thought ])roper to take part in the dis- 
pute, we shall I)riefl\ notice some of the documents relating to it 
wdiicli are now at last placed before the public. 

Our readers are aware that Ferraia, to^mher with the cillier 
three norlhtnn L(*gatlons which composed the largest and most 
productive portion of the Papal dominions, had been ceded by 
treaty after the first conquests of Buonaparte — had formed a 
part of the kingdom of Italy — and were afterwards occupied by die 
troops of Murat when he joined the coalition against his brother- 
in-law and benefactor. It was from him then tliat they Avere 
reconquered, Avh(‘u he again changed his policy and deserted bis 
new allies on the return of Buonaparte from Elba. Though it 
Avas by Austrian troops that the Neapolitan army was defeated, 
it was in the name of the Allies that the conquest Avas made, 
and to them belonged according to agreement tlie right of dis- 
posing of the conquered provinces. When at the general peace 
the Legations wore made over to the Pope, it AAas stipulated that 
Mes places' — the fortresses — of Ferrara and Comacchio should 
be garrisoned by Austrian troops. Pius VI L, it is true, appended 
his protest to this article of the treaty; but this protest was 
understood to signify a mere reservation of right— a formality in 
compliance with the old rule of the Tiara never to record the 
surrender of any claim — in short, just such a protest as Avas uttered 
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on the same occasion against the detention of the county of Avig- 
non and against the non-restoration of the Holy Roman Einj)ire. 
So far from the occupation having been really offensive to tlic 
Pope, in subsequent }ears the garrison was more than once in- 
creased at his urgent entreaty, and the city gates guarded and the 
streets patrolled by imperial soldiers. In quiet times these pre- 
cautions were avoided, and the military commandant was recom- 
mended on every occasion to testify his respect for the legate, 
with whose duty as governor he was instructed not to interfere. 
This good understanding was interrupted on^the present occasion 
by the weakness of the Papal authorities, who lent their influence 
with emulous zeal to forward the schemes of the Republican sect. 
What these schemes were may be learnt from a letter written 
on the 4th October, 1847, by Mazzini, a copy of which was trans- 
mitted on the '2nd of November following by. Prince Mettcrnich 
to Downing Street. The plans of Signor Mazzini and his party 
are here developed with a clearness that we must now be 
astonished did not open the eyes of the British minister: — 

‘ The affairs of the Pontifical States, as you say, go ill, but the 
uncertain or retrograde steps of him w ho governs w ill not cliange th(‘ 
law’ which regulates events. The impulse is given, and, well or ill, it 
must make progress. The Italians are mere (‘hildren. but with good 
instincts. 44iey have not a shadow of intellect or po]iti(*al experience. 
I speak of the innltitude, and not of the few IvftdcrSy w hose sin is the 
want of resolution. If, how'e\er, the.se few’ will act with prudence 
and Vitliout preci])itation, the ilhmon will pass away. Pius IX. i.s 
what Ije appeared to me fix)m the first, a goodn.atured man, w ho wishes 
his subjects to be a little better otf than they were before — voUa tout. 
All the rest is but an khofandaye that the so-called JVfoderates have 
built around him, as they have built another round Charles- Albert. 
The illusion w ill disiippear slowly, hut surely ; tlio mom(‘nt will arrive 
in which the people will discover (hat, if they wish to become a nation, 
it must be by their own exertions, and will break forth into such 
measures as must compel the Austrians to attack them with or without 
consent [that is, the consent of these j)rinces]. Then the struggle 
will commence, if indeed the Italians have one .spark of courage or 
of honour. 4'he yood should prepare themselves cautiously for that 
moment, accumulate means, acquire for themselves influence with 
the people, let illusions wear out, without directly assailing them, 
and limit thcin.selvcs to instructing the people, particularly the peasants 
—educating the youth to arms — increasing more and more the abhor- 
rence for the Austrians — and irritatin|; Austria by every po.ssib]c 
means.’ — Corresp.y p. 223.* 

* Wc do not in all coses adopt the KnglUh translations in tlie Blue Book. They 
are often done hy persons alike without knowledge and rent'ction. One, for example, 
when the Grand Duke of Tuscany in a proclamation speaks of himself os the nipote of 
his avoy adroitly translates * the nephew of my yrantlfather,^^ CorretyKy pp. 66, 67. 
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What Signor M azzinl means In his closing sentence by illusions, 
need not be explained to any one at all acquainted with his Phi« 
losophy. Meantime his Ferrarese disciples, in admirable obe- 
dience to his rescript, proceeded to try the patience of their 
unwelcome guests with every invention of ingenious malice. 
It is needless to ask at what point the forbearance of the 
Austrian cabinet and the endurance of Austrian soldiers would 
have failed under this treatment ; soon such acts of open hostility 
were committed as could not be overlooked. ^One night in 
August, 1847, an Austrian officer was waylaid and surrounded 
by about eighty men, variously armed with bludgeons, swords, 
and muskets; seeing he could not regain his quarters in safety, 
he returned to the main guard, and having procured a couple 
of rank and file, put his enemies to flight. It is to be re- 
marked, that previously to this the streets had nearly every night 
been the scene of ‘ demonstrations ’ in which ‘ Death to the 
Austrians T had been cried in the face of the main guard and in 
front of the citadel. The consequence of the danger in which 
Capt. Sankovich had been placed was the immediate establish- 
ment of patrols, to preserve the peace of the city ; and against 
this reasonable precaution Cardinal Ciacchi, the legate, was 
weak enough to protest. The relative position of the civil and 
military authorities was still more materially changed by the 
establishment of the National Guard : for no sooner was it known 
at Ferrara that this measure had been conceded at Rome, than 
a petition was presented to the Cardinal Legate for a similar 
institution within his government; and although he agreed to 
refer the decision to Rome, the idle and dissolute youth of the 
city, without waiting the permission of the Pope, proceeded to arm 
themselves and to exhibit every symptom of the most extravagant 
joy in their newly acquired privilege. 

Neither the newspapers, still under the nominal censorship 
of government, nor the pamphlets with which the presses 
teemed, nor the harangues which were daily poured forth, 
attempted to conceal that this menacing attitude was assumed 
against the imputed designs of Austria — while at every tipsy 
banquet in the neighbouring cities of Romagna, the assembled 
youths were accustomed to vow they would never sheath their 
swords till the Tedeschi were expelled from Ferrara. Under 
these circumstances, the Austrian commander-in-chief judged it 
prudent to reinforce the garrison and to avail himself of the un- 
doubted right of guarding the gates of the city. It is not to be 
supposed that Marshal Ridetsky, who knew Italy so well, could 
entertain any serious apprehensions from the attacks of the 
National Guard; but it was his duty to establish order and to 
VOL. Lxxxv. NO. CLXX. 2 p show 
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show that his military authority could not be braved with im- 
punity: moreover, thoufl:h he might defy open hostility, his 
troops were not exempt from the sort of danger to which Cap- 
tain Sankovich had been exposed. Indeed, Mr. Petre, in a letter 
from Rome (August, 1 847 states that the immediate cause of 
the Marshal’s resolution was ‘stones having been thrown from 
a window on one patrol, and another having been fired on/ 
Against this measure the Cardinal Legate renewed his pro- 
testation — in language and in form the most unusual and intem- 
perate. His conduct was approved at Rome. Tlie Pope himself 
protested ; and willing to regain at any price a small jK)rtion 
of his popularity, he gratified the public animosity by pretend- 
ing to believe his states and even his person in danger, and 
suffering it to be supposed that he had applied to the King of 
Sardinia for a vessel of war to conduct him to a place of safety.* 
In every part of the Papal States, and indeed throughout Italy, 
the measure was made the excuse for fresh ^ demonstrations,’ and 
more extensive armaments. The tone the Pope had assumed 
excused the violence of his subjects, and Ma^ziiii and his sect 
must have smiled as they saw their schemes thus forwarded. 
Their feelings, no doubt, lesembled those of a gang of burglars, 
who, embarrassed how to effect an entrance, are suddenly 
relieved by hearing the master of the house reproach the police 
for lounging about before his door. But if Mazzini rejoiced in 
the Pope and his Legate for colleagues, he could hardly be less 
obliged for the assistance fifforded him by the English Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and the subaltern instruments 
of Lis subversive policy. Lord Palmerston has recorded his 
opposition to Austria in every shape, and has registered remon- 
strances in every variety. 4’he information that reached him was 
vague, contradictory, and mostly incorrect; but he himself was 
strangely ignorant of circumstances with which he should have 
been familiar : he docs not seem cither to have consulted a map 
or the terms of the Treaty of Vienna; nor does any one appear 
to have supplied him with the real details of the topogra^icial 
position of Ferrara. Mr. Abercromby, our minister at Sar- 
dinian Court, is prominent, as usual, for the inaccuracy of hia re- 
ports and the obstinacy of his prejudices. While Cardinal Ciacchi 

* Our minister at Turin, who by a sort of fatality seems to be incapable of convey- 
ing apiece of correct information, writes to assure bis government that this application 
was actually made. Our ambassador at Vienna, however, corrects the error into wliicli 
the Foreign Secretary had been led, and ex^dains the truth. The vessel was placed 
at the orders of the Pope, not to facilitate Ins own flight, but to conduct a nuncio to 
the Sublime Porte ; one of the many errors and mistakes of liiis |K)iititr, who was 
equally anxious, os it would feem, to extend the authority of the church abroad and 
ip curtail it at home, 
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had violated all diplomatic decency in the tone and manner of 
his protest, and while banquets and ^ den]f>nstrations ’ took place 
in every town in Italy, and while Ferrara, when it recovered from 
its first panic, was renewing* every former excess, this functionary 
writes from Turin, Aug. 24, 1847 

‘ The moderation and firmness of Cardinal Ci&cchi, under circum-' 
stances so trying^ joined to the calmness of the populace, have alone 
saved the town of Ferrara from becoming the theatre of disorder, if 
not of bloodshed ; tlie greatest merit is due to the Papal subjects of 
Ferrara for the icise and politic course they have followed.* 

A word or two will clear up the question thus begged by 
JVIr. Abercromby. In the 103rd article of the Treaty of Vienna 
it was, as our reader has already seen, stipulated that garrisons 
should be kept by Austria — ‘ dans les places de Comacchio et de 
Ferrare.’ Ferrara is surrounded by walls, and protected by all 
the means of defence understood and practised in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, at which period it was regarded as 
one of the strongholds of Italy. The citadel is a small internal 
fortress connected with the other works, utterly useless unless in 
connexion with them, and itself incapable of containing the 
garrison necessary for the defence of the town : this citadel had, 
moreover, been destroyed by the French, and did not exist at all 
when the Treaty of Vienna was signed; it has subsequently been 
rebuilt at the expense of the Imperial Government. The small 
garrison maintained in the city according to the treaty of 1815 
had all along been accommodated in two adjacent buildings, 
desecrated convents, for which the Austrian Government paid a 
rent to the town of Ferrara. At Comacchio there is no citadel 
ivhatcvcr. No stipulation was made as to the amount of either 
garrison, and their strengths had ever varied during the last 
thirty-two years according to the exigence of the times. No 
formality had been neglected in forwarding the recent reinforce- 
ment. All these facts are explained by Prince Metternich with 
the forbearance and the lucidity for which his dispatches are so 
remarkable. Assurances poured in from every quarter of the 
pacific dispositions of Austria. Lord Ponsonby, the ambassador 
at Vienna, whose share in the Correspondence affords a striking 
contrast to most of the English materials of our Blue Book, 
appears to have done all in his power to open the eyes of his 
political superior : — 

* Non-intervention (he writes, 30th September, 1847) is the policy of 
the Austrian government. I take the liberty now of again making that 
assertion, and to observe that Austria has not, up to this time, interfered 
by arms or threats with any country in Italy. Prince Metternich has 
formally declared his adhesion to the principle that every^ independent 
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country has a right to regulate its internal ailairs according to its own 

will. That principle ha^been acted on • • Prince Metter- 

nich Ijas strong reasons for maintaining his principle of non-inter- 
vention, and, unless forced to do so, will not have recourse to any other 
mode of action. Before concluding this dispatch I wish to say a word 
on what took place q^t Ferram. Your Lordship’s desire has been to 
prevent Austrian interference in the affairs of Italy. May it not 
be, that if the Austrian government in that place had not been rein- 
forced, so as to render it efficient against all attacks, some enthusiastic 
partisans might have ventured upon aggressive acts, which would 
have made an intervention by force on the part of Austria almost in- 
evitable ? ' * 

It will probably seem strange enough that such explanations pro- 
duced no effect, and still more so that a statesman of Lord Pal- 
merston's experience should not have taken the trouble to secure 
correct information before he committed himself with groundless 
complaints. One should have thought moreover that he must have 
been aware that, in the language of strategy and diplomacy, the 
word 'place ’ no more means a citadel than, in common parlance, 
a castle means a guard-room. This incident of Ferrara is the 
fertile subject of many a grandiloquent epistle and many a sage 
reflection ; it was discussed at Paris, London, and Vienna, and 
at Turin the zeal of Mr. Abercromby elicited an expression of 
disapprobation from the Count Solar de la Marguerite, then 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to King Charles Albert. The 
grounds of the Sardinian Minister’s dissatisfaction are curious, as 
giving the first indication of the ambition which tempted his 
master to his ruin. In a dispatch, dated 25th of August, 1847, 
Mr. Abercromby writes ; — 

‘ Count Solar de la Marguerite proceeded to state that, in the 
opinion of his Sardinian Majesty and of his Government, tlie only 
two national Italian sovereigns of Italy were his Holiness the Pope 
and his Sardinian Majesty ; — the Grand Duke of Tuscany and the 
Ducal Families of Modena and Panna being branches of the House of 

* It would occupy many pages to show on how many important matters Lord 
Palmi-rstoii might liave saved himself vast trouble and ullimatc confusion, nad he 
listened to the ambassador at Vienna, instead of confining his trust to those coun- 
sellors who habitually flattered his own bias. For example — Lord Pontonby writes 
from Vienna, September 25, 1847, that tlie Duke of Lucca had applied to Vi- 
enna for counsel, * which Prince Metternich refused to give.* Again, the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany had equally applied to Vienna for advice, and Prince Metternich 
had refused it in the like manner. * His Highness,* Lord Ponsouby writes October 26, 
1817, 'replied that he was unable to give bim any advice aa to the measures lie should 
take ; that the Grand Duke alone could judge of what was required in his own states ; 
and that he, Prince Metteniich, could only give the Grand Duke the full assurance, 
that whatever the Grand Duke might think fit to do, the Austrian Government would 
throw no obstacle in (be Grand Duke • way/ It is now most curious to contrast these 
faithful reports with those which won and long retained our Foreign Secretary's 
confidence. 
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Austria; the King of the Two Sicilies and the Duke of Lucca members 
of the House of Bourbon : — that proceeding on thishasisy liis Sardinian 
Majesty would consider any attempt by a foreign Power to attack the 
independence of the Pope as equally directed against his own and tlie 
national independence of Italy.’ — Cornesp.^ p. 99. 

The Count de la Marguerite must have •carefully measured 
the diplomatist on whom he bestowed this historical inform- 
ation. He could not be ignorant that the Duke of Modena repre- 
sented, and Avas endowed with all the^rights of, the ancient and 
illustrious house of Este, whose heiress married his grandfather ; 
neither could he have forgotten that the Duke of Parma was 
equally the representative of a reigning Italian family, the 
heiress of which, the celebrated Elizabeth Farnese, having 
married Philij) V. of Spain, the duchy was settled upon his 
descendants, entirely independent of the Spanish crown. We 
know not whence the Count had drawn his legal or his political 
notions ; neither can we understand the prudence or the courtesy 
of his enlarging on the nullity of claims conveyed by female 
descent to tlic minister of a Queen whose crown has come to her 
through a succession of such descents. The great-grandfather of 
the late King of Naples, it is true, recovered his kingdom by con- 
quest from the Austrians, to whom it had been assigned on the 
great partition of the Spanish inheritance ; this branch of the 
Bourbons holds it, however, as the descendant in the female line 
of the elder branch of the house of Austria ; nor did any of the 
princes who have ever reigned in Naples belong to families of 
Italian origin. The Grand-Duke of Tuscany, it is also true, holds 
his duch} on no better tenure than that by which the provinces of 
Novara and V^ercelli, and the duchy of Genoa, were added to the 
territory of the King of Sardinia — namely, the decision of a con- 
gress of European potentates and the faith of a treaty. His 
family, however, had reigned in happiness and alTection for 
upwards of a hundred years ; nor did we ever hear of wrongs to 
be redressed or aLuses to be amended, till the English Govern- 
ment joined a crusade to provoke revolution and propagate 
anarchy. 

Meanwhile, in pursuance of the preconcerted plan, the agents 
of the Republican party used every means of irritating the popu- 
lar mind everywhere against the Court of Vienna, There was, 
for example, a confident report at Turin that the Austrian Envoy 
there, Count Boul, had addressed to the Court of Sardinia some 
offensive remonstrances — nay, had made demands grossly dero- 
gatory to the dignity of an independent state. This story 
Mr. Abercromby forthwith communicates as a fact, of which 
he gives all the details ; and on the receipt of the information 
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Lord Palmerston instantly addresses to the Ambassador at Vienna 
a dispatch, subsequently laid on the table of the House of 
Commons, in which he intimates the intention of Great Britain 
to oppose the hostile designs thus allejjcd and credited. This 
dispatch is dated September 1 1, 1847. Prince Metternich’s reply 
to Count Dietrichslein is dated September 23, and contains these 
words : — 

‘ Le Principal Secretaire d’Etat a bien voiihi informer votre Excel- 
lence du contenu des nonvellf^ mandees de Turin par M. Abercroniby. 
Je regarde comme iin devoir de donner a ces nouvelles /g/i dementi 
formel. Jamais le Cabinet Imperial n’a fait a la Cour de Sartlaigne 
une ouverture pareille ii celle que cet Envoye a nicntionnec, et qiii 
se trouverait utre en contradiction ouverte avec noire inarclie politique.’ 

In the same w’cek Count Revel, Sardinian Minister in London, 
transmitted to our Foreign Office a dispatch from Count Solar de 
la Marguerite — dated Turin, September 13 — which concludes in 
these terms : — 

‘ La pretendue note du Comte do Boul, dont il ost question dans vos 
dcrniercs dq)eches, ne nous a point ete adressoe : il est vrai que le bruit 
en a couru ici, ct que plusieurs poiNonnes haut placecs y out ajoutd foi, 
dans la persuasion que, si la note n’avait pas etc adressee, elle le serait 
incessammerit ; mais le fait n’en est pas inoins entiererneiit siqipose, et 
aucune communication de la nature de cette note, ni relative a notre 
attitude politique, ne nous a etc faito de la part du Cabinet de Vienne. 
Je crois superflu d’ajouter que la nou\elle qu’on a repandue de la 
demande de la forteresse d’Alexandrie est aussi fausse que Tautre. 

‘ Vous voudrez bien, M. le Comte, ii la premiere occasion (pie vous 
aurez de voir Lord Palmerston, lui donner cette explication, ct r/e- 
menixr egalement la chose aupres dcs autres personnages qui vous en 
ont aussi entretenu.' 

Here at least are denials which no one could dream that even 
Lord Palmerston would refuse to credit; yet in the month of 
February, 1848, he communicates to both Houses of Parliament 
his own note to Lord Ponsonby in which be made the accusation, 
and withholds the double contradiction which he had received, 
five months before. The foregoing formal contradictions by 
Prince Metternich and by Count de la Marguerite are withheld, 
we say, until the session of 1849 is about to close ! 

In a debate which took place in the House of Commons 
on tbb affairs of Hungary on the 21st of July in the present 
year. Lord Palmerston denies having ever been influenced by 
any feelings of hostility towards Austria^ coupled with the broad 
assertion ' that it is impossible for any man charged with the 
foreign relations of this country to be influenced by other feel- 
ings than those which, according to his political views, he deems 
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for the interest of the country and the civilized world. Such 
imputations, let them come from what quarter they may — 
whether they arc written or spoken — if they be sincere, are 
the result of ignorance or folly ; if they are insincere, I leave 
others to qualify them as they may.^ We are sorry to hear this, 
for we are reduced to accept the alternative’ of folly or malice 
which his Lordship offers us, since, so far from retracting our 
former opinion, or in any degree consenting to modify it, we are 
enabled to re-assert it on evidence which was before known to 
ourselves, and which is now equally at the command of the whole 
world. Our readers will judge for themselves; we have simply 
stated the facts, and, imitating the forbearance of Lord Palmerston, 
we will ‘leave it to others to qualify them as they may.’ 

As yet there had been made against A ustria no accusation of 
greater gravity than that of tyranny and arrogance. We are now 
to notice one for which not a shadow of evidence existed, but 
wliich, if substantiated, would deprive that government of all 
title to resj)cct or consideration. Our readers must oblige us 
by bearing in mind the letter of Mazzini, which contains the 
key to all that now occurred in Italy. The National Guard 
was established throughout the Papal dominions; and a camp 
of observation had Ijeen decreed in the provinces of Romagna, 
to which all the military suspected of fidelity might be dis* 
patched. Still, much was to be done. The altitude of Austria 
was perversely pacific, and the Pope himself was not yet de- 
])rived of the couns(d of all those whose honesty and intelligence 
might have assisted him to recover freedom of action. It was 
judged expedient to call into play the supposed plot which 
had already done the republicans such good service, and wdiich 
was still the subject of conversation in the clubs and coffee- 
houses. It was now enlarged and developed : the National 
Guard had been its first result ; that measure was to be justified, 
and its necessary consequences to be followed out. To increase 
the abhorrence with which Austria was regarded, plans the 
most desperate and atrocious were attributed to her, and being 
circulated among the people with all the ingenuity of malice, 
were swallowed with all the credulity of ignorance. A letter 
addressed by Mr. Petre to Sir George Hamilton, dated July 
16, 1847, details the rumours with which Rome was filled, 
and the alarms of the people on the discovery of a de^daid 
plot, ^ the ^bject of which was to effect a counter-revolution, to 
secure the person of the Pope, to put a stop to all further reform^ 
and to make a general attack on the people during a festival by a 
portion of troops gained over for the purpose* Cardinal Lam* 
bruschini, Monsiguor Grassellini (Governor of Rome), the King 
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of Naples and his minister of police, the Emperor of Austria and 
the Jcbuits, the Duke of Modena and the Archduchess of Parma 
were announced as the instigators of the scheme — ‘ to corroborate,' 
says Mr. Petre, ‘the talk of the clubs and the assertions of the 
Bilancia newspaper that qutintities of foreign coin have of late 
been in circulation, brought by emissaries from the provinces.’ 
Besides these illustrious conspirators, whose names were placarded 
in capitals at the corner of each street, there were associated with 
them many persons, some x)f the lowest class and the worst cha- 
racters — others who had been employed by the late government, 
and were obnoxious to the people generally, or to individuals — 
all held up as participators in the scheme, and openly denounced 
as the worst of criminals. The timidity and duplicity with which 
each step of this revolution was accompanied were signally mani- 
fested on the present occasion. The government seemed by its 
measures to believe in the conspiracy — while the police made a 
feeble attempt (soon abandoned) to tear down the proclamations 
which named the conspirators, and pointed out so many indivi- 
duals to popular vengeance. The consternation was general — 
the governor of Rome was dismissed from his office — or he re- 
signed it — many persons were frightened into exile — while others, 
proclaiming their innocence, demanded a trial, and petitioned to 
be placed meantime beyond the risk of violence in a prison.* 

For the conspiracy — a story so absurd could only have been 
credited, we should have thought, by a people such as Mazzint 
describes the Italians, ‘ without a shadow of sagacity or political 
intelligence.’ He calculated largely on public credulity, and was 
not mistaken ; but he could hardly have hoped to deceive a 
minister of undoubted talents, long versed in affairs of state, 
and in active correspondence with numerous political agents. 
We ourselves are perfectly astonished that it could ever have 
been hoped to found on such nonsense an accusation against 
a government highly honourable in its general dealings, con- 
ducted by men of unimpeached integrity, and to whom their 
worst enemies had always attributed prudence at least and dex- 
terity. We should be very glad to hear that Lord Palmer- 
ston possessed information which he has judged it prudent to 
suppress. That several of the British diplomatic agents were not 

* The procedure againit certain obecure individual!, accused as the accomplices 
of waHt illustrious delinquents, was published in Rome in the course of last year. 
We recommend the volume to Lord Palmerston, and to Mr. Aliercromby, if he can 
understand the language in wliich it is written ; — the^ both merit the pentnee of wading 
through its pages — (we have suffered the penalty without having shared the crime)«— 
and we think even they will regret liaving lent their ears to such improbable accusa- 
tions, and supported by such a farrago of irrelevant absurdities. The work is entitled 
< Supremo Tribtinale della Sagra Consulta Romans pei Cospirazione per la Curia e 
Fifco contra Individui nominati,* &c. 
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on this occasion guilty of nourishing his illusions, we have ample 
proof from these documents. Sir George Hamilton, in a dispatch 
dated from Florence, July 26, 1847, informs Lord Palmerston that 
the Roman police has been unable to discover any trace of the con- 
spiracy wliich had been so much spolfen of, and that it was certain 
the Austrians had not proposed an intervention* which was to have 
been part of the scheme for the accomplishment of the counter- 
revolution. Mr. Petre, whose authority Sir George quotes, ‘ could 
not be mistaken,’ he adds, ‘ as he is on the spot, and draws his 
information from the Cardinal Secretary himself.* Prince Metter- 
nich, in a letter, in which a sense of dignity and self-respect can 
hardly conceal the surprise and indignation with which he finds his 
nation and his sovereign involved in so foul an imputation, had 
already disclaimed all knowledge of a plot and all belief in its ex- 
istence. His patient coulJlesy could not be ruffled, but it w as with 
something like w'armth that he announced the steps he had taken to 
unravel this unintelligible business. The Austrian Ambassador 
at Rome had been instructed to ask this simple question — ‘Was 
there or was there not a conspiracy ? If there was, we demand 
to be made acquainted with the discoveries your police has 
elicited. If there w jis not, why is the delusion still kept up by 
the silence of the Government V The allegations are in them- 
selves so childish, and at the same time so atrocious, that we are 
reminded of nothing so much as the evidence of Titus Oates and 
his accomplices on the imaginary Popish plot, where popes and 
sovereigns, princes and bishops, are represented as conspiring with 
discharged convicts and drunken tapsters to debauch the royal 
guard and to assassin.ate the king, and exporting large quantities 
of Spanish pistoles and butcher’s sheep-knives to forward ‘ the 
purpose.* We did not expect to see similar romances revived in 
our own enlightened days, still less that they should be sanctioned 
by such high authority. However — Prince Metternich’s indig- 
nant dispatch to Count Lutzow, dated 15 August, 1847, was 
communicated to Lord Palmerston on the 18lh of September 
{Correspondence, p. 122) ; and nine days later Lord Palmerston 
writes thus to Lord Ponsonby {ibid., p. 145) : — 

‘ Foreign Office, September 27, 1847. 

‘ My Lord, — With reference to your Excellency’s dLspatch of the 
9th instant, enclosing the copy of a note which has been addressed by 
Prince Metternich to the Austrian Ambassador at Rome, upon tb% sub- 
ject of a conspiracy recently discovered in that capital, and attributed 
by the Pontifical Government to the instigations of Austrian agents, I 
have to state to your Excellency, thai I learn from undovJbted sources 
of information, thai eU Rome 'it is the general opinion that Austrian 
agents were concerned in the plot^ and thai the plot was connecied with 
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the military movements of the garrison of Ferrara ; and I believe that 
this is the opinion shared by persons of high station at Rome. 

‘ I am, &c., Palmerston.* 

We never traced lines \yith greater regret. We are equally 
astonished that they should have been written — and that, having 
been written, the writer should wish to disclaim the strongest 
feelings of aversion to the government which he believed could 
be guilty of such enormities. The noble Lord, out of regard to 
common consistency, should have pleaded a well-grounded horror 
of the ministers who contrived such crimes and the country that 
tolerated them. 

In a very few days the report of the conspiracy was suffered to 
die away : it had served its turn of ‘ increasing the hatred to Austria 
and of irritating that power;’ and before Lord Palmerston made 
it the subject of serious diplomacy, it was discarded in Rome, and 
treated even as a joke — as a clumsy fiction which, with more luck 
than merit, liad answered the purpose of the contrivers, and which 
they were now willing to forget. 

In the mean time nothing could provoke Austria to abandon 
her prudent and conciliatory policy. She refused assistance to 
Lucca and Modena, and restored Ferrara to the Pope— a con- 
cession, in. our opinion, which should never have been made, as 
none was more calculated to raise the hopes of the Italians, who 
will never believe that moderation proceeds from any other cause 
than fear. 

It would appear almost inexplicable that this moment, when 
every circumstance combined to recommend caution and reserve 
— when any other minister, not exactly in the hottest period of 
youth, would have rejoiced in the possibility of suspending his 
judgment and of assuming an attitude of simple obsifrvation — 
should have been the precise time selected by Lord Palmerston 
for sending an ambassador to Italy with extraordinary powers, 
not so much to the princes as to their insurgent subjects, w ith 
instructions to support the cause of reform, and encourage still 
further concession to popular exigence. One solution only has 
been offered, and that solution these documents favour. It has 
often been asserted that the politics of the English Cabinet were 
guided by pique and resentment towards Austria, who had not 
joined in opposing the late Government of France with reference 
to the Spanish marriages. It was believed, most erroneously, 
that the consent of Austria to those marriages had been pur- 
chased by the promise of French neutrality in the affairs of Italy. 
We say erroneously — for the reluctance of Austria to all such 
interference, which these papers amply prove, discountenances 
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this supposition ; nor has any fact or document whatever been 
adduced in support of it. Louis- Philippe and his ministers haVe 
paid dearly for the Spanish marriages — but all that they did or 
did not do as to Pius IX. and Italy is quite intelligilDle without 
reference to those matters, and was incleed in accordance through- 
out with the usual policy of that ever anxitius Government. 

Mr. Abcrcromby writes from Turin, July 24, 1847 : — 

^ To succeed in the objects which liis Holiness has proposed to him- 
self, it is evident that lie stands in need of the moral support of the 
liberal and constitutional Powers of Europe ; and since that of France 
appears no longer to be so cordially aflbrded as heretofore, that of 
England not unnaturally offers itself to tlie imagination to supply her 
place. . . . By encouraging tlic Papal Court to persevere steadily 

and honestly in the course of liberal ameliorations wliich it has com- 
menced, England would not only be affording a real and efficient 
support to his Holiness as a liberal and temporal sovereign, but she 
would be justly acquiring for herself a claim to the lasting gratitude 
of the Liberals of lUthjJ 

If this last object was ardently desired by the noble Lord, we 
cannot congratulale him on his success. The name of the Em- 
peror of Russia or of Prince Mettcrnich is pronounced with not 
inor(' dislike, and with somewhat less contempt. 

With the season in which travelling in Italy is thought to be 
agreeable. Lord Minto was ready to start on his crusade. On the 
18th of September, 1847, Lord Palmerston furnishes him with 
his instructions — such instructions as, we will venture to say, 
were never before furnished to an English diplomatist : — 

‘ When your Lordship has communicated with sucli persons in 
Switzerland as you may be able readily to meet with, who, on the 
one hand, may be competent to inform yon what are the real views 
of the leading men on botli sides — and to wlioni, on the other hand, 
you may think it would be useful tliat the sentiments of Her Majesty's 
Government should be known — you will proceed,' &c. 

We had heard it asserted that Lord Minto was accredited to 
Cicerovaccbio ; but we had no idea that wc should see it under 
the hand of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of Stale for 
Foreign Affairs that a Cabinet Minister and Extraordinary Am- 
bassador w^as to communicate with, and take counsel from, those 
desperate outlaws, whom even the amnesty of Pio Nono (prac- 
tically much farther extended than the proclamation authorized) 
had not recalled to their country, or those exiles of other na- 
tions who had not ventured to avail themselves of the suspen- 
sion of all authority to accomplish a similar purpose — and that to 
them he was to be the interpreter of the British Cabinet ! 

We are very glad to learn from Lord Minto himself that he 

neither 
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neither followed the letter nor the spirit of these instructions— 
that he did not accord his society to the sort of persons with whom 
he was recommended to take counsel — that he avoided the contact 
of the Ii&lian republicans, and never encouraged them in their 
subversive schemes. We 'rejoice in having this contradiction of 
the common reports from his own lips, and we consider it as an ad- 
ditional proof of the inveterate falsehood of the party which the Cliief 
Secretary patronises, that they still persist in boasting of the favour 
of the noble ambassador, and in asserting that their purposes were 
understood and approved by him. We are bound, however, 
in candour to admit that — (however prudent his personal con- 
duct may have been) — his mission was as injurious in effect as 
it was in origin and design hostile to the cabinet of Austria 
and the authorit}^ of the princes generally. Taking merely the 
Blue Book for our guidance, every circumstance that accom- 
panied it marks the signification the Italians gave it, and their 
increased audacity in consequence. His dispatches are full of 
the confidence he was treated with, and the flattery he received. 
He could not be acquainted with the country — lie must neces- 
sarily be ignorant of the feelings of its inhabitants; he could 
only believe what he desired, and 'report for fact what he wished 
to be true. His stay in Italy was long enough, however, to wit'- 
ness the ruin he had, no doubt unconsciously, forwarded; to dis- 
cover the hollowness of the cause he was sent, as the devoted 
colleague and representative of the Cabinet, to support, and the 
fallacy of the advice he had been instructed to obtrude. 

We cannot here dwell upon that miserable series of intrigues, 
of which we noticed the first indication in Count Solar’s historical 
lecture to Mr. Abercromby. While — every advantage being 
taken of princely cupidity and short-sighted dishonesty, no less 
than of the want of ^intellect or political experience* among 
Mazzini’s 'mere children’ — the quarrel was pushed on between 
the sovereigns of Piedmont and Lombardy, and between this 
last province and its Government — the affairs of central Italy 
were becoming each day more involved, and both the Pope and 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany found themselves under the 
humiliating necessity of seeming to rejoice in their perilous 
position, and of confiding in the very men who were not less 
diligently working their ruin. All power had passed from the 
cabinet of Pius, and even the last shadow of popularity was fast 
deserting himself. The rude crowds that nightly assembled, dis- 
turbing the peace and menacing the safety of the capital, were 
kept in a temporary subjection by a sort of popular ribune, 
whose authority was more dangerous than the worst licence of the 
mob. This person has already been alluded to : — Angelo Brunetti 

by 
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by name^ but better known as Cicerovacchio — a man already ad^ 
vanced in life, and possessed of considerable fortune, which 
he had acquired as a timber-merchant and seller of corn, oats, 
and hay, both in wholesale and retail — what is called a mercante 
di campagna. Whether or not he Vas originally enrolled as 
a member of the political sects, we are unable to state positively 
— we rather believe he was ; at any rate he soon became a 
promising disciple, and finally an active leader. Gross and 
coarse in person, manners, and habits, and utterly without 
education, his blunt and rough demeanour could not deceive 
his own countrymen, who quickly discovered the restless am- 
bition and perfidy lurking beneath an exterior that did not seem 
to announce the vices of refinement. This man, in the dress of 
a peasant and with shirt-sleeves turned over his elbow, was 
admitted to the conciliabuluin of the clerical and political 
conspirator, and even to the table of the luxurious noble. Ilis 
entire command over the populace gave him a powerful voice in 
every discussion, and made him an able coadjutor of the clubs, 
to whom all the powers of government had now been transferred. 
The ^ Circolo Romano ’ contained amongst its members the 
greater part of the noble as well as of the learned and scientific 
society of Rome : originally assembled under the pretence of 
literary and scientific discussion, it had now become an exclu- 
sively political body, and by its influence the first lay ministry 
was imposed on the Sovereign Pontiff. The feeble ministries of 
the Cardinals Gizzi, Ferretti, and Antonelli had successively 
given way — and this last-named prelate, to retain his place at the 
council board, was obliged to admit the colleagues assigned him 
by the clubs, and to secure for them moreover the approbation of 
the Pope. Amongst names of less importance, the club placed 
at the head of the list that of its president, the Prince of Teano — 
a man of illustrious birth and possessing the highest talents and 
accomplishments— one whom perhaps the voice of all Rome 
would have united in recommending for the foremost station. He 
soon found, however, that it w^as neither the intention of those who 
had thrust him into office, nor of those who had unwillingly 
admitted him, that he should exercise any independent authority, 
or attempt those wholesome and reasonable reforms which under 
happier auspices he would in all probability have achieved. He 
felt the degrading perplexity of his situation, and ere long took 
that resolution which perhaps alone was open to him — he resigned 
his trust into the hands of the Pope, having first solemnly urged 
him to recover if possible the independence he had lost. * Your 
Holiness,’ he is understood to have said, ‘ has but one choice ; you 
may place yourself at the head of reform, or you will be dragged 
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in thfe rear of revolution.’ The Pope admitted the self-evident 
proposition, sighed over his embarrassing position, and suffered 
himself to be led unresisting* to the shambles : it was only at the 
threshold, and when he smelt the flavour of blood, that he started 
back in horror and dread. ' 

While concession followed concession, till nothing remained to 
grant, and while all power and influence were descending lower 
and lower in the social scale, it is worthy of remark that no at- 
tempt was made towards administrative reform. Mr. Petre had 
long before lamented that the Romans were more occupied in their 
schemes of driving the Austrians from Italy, and in attending 
meetings to promote the unity of the peninsula, than in correcting 
the abuses of their own administration. The simple truth is, that 
revolution, and not reform, had from the first been the object — 
the abuses, in fact, were little felt and still less disliked. The 
Italians have less than any people in the world an abstract love of 
justice; and we have before expressed our conviction that even 
the dislike to the Austrians arose much more from their order, 
method, and strict impartiality, than from any of the defects of 
their government. 

One of the first promises made by the Pope, and that which 
gave the greatest pleasure, was the assurance that railroads should 
be established throughout his dominions. ‘ Soyez tranquille, M. 
I’Ambassadeur,’ said Cardinal Fcrretti to the unfortunate Rossi, 
' nous aurons les chemins de fer et Tamnistie.* The sweeping 
amnesty of Pius could never have been regarded by any impartial 
eye as less than a sign of the blindest fatuity. The establish- 
ment of railways in Italy, so far as accomplished, has been con- 
verted into mischief by the bad spirit of the people : but for the 
facilities which the railroad afforded, the revolution at Florence 
could hardly have occurred. A mob by this means was ever at 
the disposal of Guerrazzi. When defeated at Florence by the 
good conduct of the people, he used to send for a reinforcement 
from Leghorn, and on one occasion no less than six thousand. Sir 
George Hamilton asserts, came thence to assist at a political de- 
monstration. 

The desire for railways sprang from no necessity in the com- 
mercial or social state of Italy. With the best roads in Europe, 
the public conveyances have long been the worst, the slowest, and 
the dearest. The mode in which an Italian loves to travel is not 
unlike that which we may suppose was common in England in 
the days of the Stuarts. A party desirous of travelling the same 
jroad is tardily formed by a coachman or his agent standing at the 
corner of the streets, and inviting passengers to take places in his 
huge conveyance. When the party is complete, and every excuse 
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for delay is exhausted, the caravan sets forth ; and, with repeated 
stoppages, at length arrives at its destination, having proceeded, 
like ' the pampered hollow jades of Asia, at most but thirty miles 
a-day.* The railroad between Florence and Leghorn was con- 
structed by foreign engineers, and with foreign capital. About 
one hundred miles of the projected line between Lilian and Venice 
have been slowly accomplished in little less than ten years ; and, 
as in the case of the Tuscan project, with small assistance of 
native skill or native capital. The Italians severely resented that 
Jews and bankers from Trieste and Vienna should have the 
right of deciding on matters of purely Italian interest, which 
nevertheless they themselves had .abandoned. At Rome, the 
refusal of Gregory and the permission of Pius are equally 
nugatory. The enterprise is not one that will captivate the 
foreign speculator, and the Romans themselves have not the 
requisite skill, industry, or capital. 

No person who has figured in these days of folly and madness 
has been more misrepresented than Pius IX. — none, we believe, 
who ever played so conspicuous a part, was less remarkable for 
eminent qualities of any sort. Hardly raised above the lowest 
grade of mediocrity in talent or acquirement, he was utterly 
unprepared to meet the difficulties of his position. \V ith a mys- 
tical devotion, with a minute and scrupulous observance of forms, 
and with irreproachable moral conduct, he has no elevatioiT of 
sentiment, nor any lofty conception of the duties of man. Obsti- 
nate in trifles and immovable to reason, he readily gives way 
before intimidation. Soft and well-meaning, he possesses neither 
sensibility nor active benevolence. Selfish from want of ima- 
gination rather than from calculation, he is indifleient to evils he 
docs not witness, though incapable of resisting an importunate 
appeal. His good-nature concurred with his vanity to give him 
a keen delight in the applauses of the mob. Yet it was rather 
from his timidity that the greater part of his popular concessions 
were extorted. Loving trifling conversation, talking of himself 
and his early history with an undignified prolixity, ignorant of 
business, indolent and immethodical, he can with difficulty be 
induced to form a resolution ; and infirm of purpose in all that 
does not regard himself, he revokes in the evening the irrevocable 
decision of the same morning. Like all feeble persons, he is 
frequently false, not because falsehood is congenial to his dispo- 
sition, but because his temperament shrinks from the avowal of 
conviction. His weakness is gratified by cowardly and time- 
serving counsels. Uneasy in the presence of superior men, he 
naturally prefers mediocrity. Incapable of friendship, he falls 
easily under the dominion of low favourites, and is fond of being 
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entertained with tales of gossip and the childish buffooneries that 
delight the vulgar. Without being attached to the pleasures of 
the table^ he is whimsically particular in the observance of all 
his tastes and habits : such is his devotion to them that neither 
business nor distress of mind could wean him from them. In 
the midst of the dangers and difficulties that pressed round him 
during the last few weeks of his stay in Roine^ neither sleep nor 
appetite deserted him ; and so deficient is he in sensibility that 
he actually grew fat in his humiliating retreat at Gacta. A prince 
of such a character could hardly fail at any time of exercising a 
sinister influence on the destinies of his country. Under the 
present circumstances of difficulty, be has been the ruin of Rome 
and the papacy, and a scourge to Europe. 

The revolution in France, so destructive by its example to other 
countries, hardly served to give a spur to the rapid pace at which 
Rome was advancing to perdition. The lay minister that suc- 
ceeded to the Prince of Teano was one Gallctti — a man who had 
been doomed to death for open rebellion about two years previ- 
ously, but whose punishment had been commuted by Gregory into 
imprisonment, and who now, by the recent amnesty, had been 
liberated and turned loose upon society to plot new mischief, and 
to merit a fresh condemnation. Trusted, consulted, and bene- 
fited by the Pope, for several months he haunted him like an evil 
spirit ; be first betrayed and then deserted him ; and it was by liis 
lips that the dethronement of his confiding master was pronounced 
in the Constituent Assembly. 

Daring this time. Cardinal Antonelli, a man of moderation and 
ability, still* retained his place at the head of the council-board, 
powerless it is true, but obnoxious to the republicans as recalling 
thc^ ancient form of government, and reminding them of a possible 
return to it. The Pope, amidst his numberless yieldings, had 
positively refused to declare war on Austria. An enc}clical 
letter containing his reasons was pronounced reactionary, and 
was attributed to the influence of the Cardinals. The Pope/ 
fearing an invasion of his palace, bad ordered the doors to be 
closed. The people were very indignant; Cicerovacehio in- 
structed them that the Cardinals had poisoned bis miad against 
them; and the appearance of Pius in the streets the following 
day, without his usual attendance, was understood a/i an act of 
humble apology. It was not accepted however ; CUcerovacchio 
foi^bade all applause. ^The Pope must be taught,’ he observed, 

* that he should depend on the people alone.’ The removal of 
Cardinal Antonelli was determined on, and tho plot framedTor 
iti accomplishment bad perfect euecess. ^ 

> The Cireolo Popolmf^ the new democratic club, invlted^^the 
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members of the Circolo Romano to join It for the discussion of 
important matters. It held its meetinsrs in the Palazzo Fian’o> aod 
adjourned to the neighbouring Cafle delle Relic Arti to concert 
• its plans. On the present occasion the club-room was guarded by 
civic soldiers, and sentries were place3 at the door. The galleries 
were filled with partisans of the movement, inaFiy of whom bran- 
dished their weapons in ostentatious defiance. Orioli opened the 
debate in a studied harangue, in the course of which the country 
was pronounced in imminent peril ; the fearful dangers of reaction 
were eloquently pointed out; and some measure, worthy at once 
of the Italian name and of modern civilization, was warmly recom- 
mended for immediate adoption. Cicerovacchio sat beside the 
orator in the coarsest dross in which the lowest people pursue their 
daily avocations ; and in their grossest dialect he claimed theriirht 
to be heard. ^ I'hese are very fine woids,’ he said, ^ but of what 
use are they while we are enslaved liy priests and old women? I 
am for wasliing out this stain in a little blood. Let the Cardinals 
be brought to their trial before ihe triliunal of the people, and let 
them pay the jienalty deserved by those who betray their country.* 
He sat down amidst a thunder of applause. The Duke of 
Kignano, wlien he heard the proposal, fainted away, and was car- 
ried from the h^iuse. Another member rose in his place, and 
replied, ‘ I approve of the motion of the honourable citizen, but 
it is difficult perhaps to execute. Tiie public is hhrdly advanced 
enough in political liherahtv to approve. I propose, as a pre- 
liminary step, that the Cardinals he impeached by this assembly, 
and confined and guarded in their own apartments.* This reso- 
lution was adopted without a dissenting \oicc. The next morning 
eacli Cardinal foun<l the door of his palace and that of his bedr 
chamber guarded by civic soldiers — that force on which Mr. 
FVeeborn had calculated for the preservation of peace in the city, 
Cicerovacchio — (a subtle jurist) — proclaimed that, as the people 
were supreme, the choice of their ministers lay with them ; and, 
approaching the window, he asked the crowd assembled in the 
Corso if they chose Cardinal Antonclli to be their minister? 
Startled and alarmed, they made no reply. ‘ I say,’ reiterated 
the eorn-chandler, ^are you willing that any priest, red or black, 
should remain with the jiowcr to betray you Y I he voices of a 
few accomplices shouted a negative. * Whom, then, do you 
choose?' The names of Mamiani and Iiis still more obscu^re 
colleagues were proposed, declared to be accsfepled, and forced 
on the Pope. 

Fnim this time the person of Pius was nh^ tonjger 'safe; he 
was but a prisoner and a hostage. The galea of the; city wtHns 
guarded^ by the cemspiratoYs. The cardmals had bitb^to tieeti 
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a shield around him, or rather, we should say, a target against 
which were aimed those popular attacks which henceforth would 
be directed immediately against tlie Pope. The arrest of the 
cardinals he heard with much alarm an^ with real regret. The 
liberation of some he found means to procure immediately ; others, 
more obnoxious, Jie sent to invite to the Quirinal Palace, pro- 
mising them protection beneath his own roof. The instinct of 
respect in some cases prevailed, and the civic guards suffered the 
princes of the church, before whom they were wont to kneel, to 
escape from their custody. Some, among whom was the honest 
and high-minded Lambruschini, rejected the Pope’s invitation with 
disdain. Caidiiial IBernctti repheil with characteristic liveliness 
that he was obliged for his kind intentions, but that lie felt as safe 
in his own house as in that of liis Holiness. Prince llospigliosi, 
the colonel of the National Guard, was sent to the Cardinal by 
the Pope to urge the invitation, and to afford the support of his 
presence and authority. He presented himself in full regimentals, 
but the sentry at the palace door opposed his entrance by j)ointing 
his bayonet against the hi east of Ins general. Prince Rospigliosi 
resigned his command. Ihe new ministry soon gave way to 
another, who only plunged deeper and deeper into the abyss of 
anarchy. At length the e\es of the most determined reformers 
— of all such as were not at heart anarchists — were opened to the 
magnitude of riie danger, and an attempt was made to rc-cstahlish 
order. 

Count llossl, the late ambassador from France, had rcmaiuetl 
at Koine since the revolution in his adopted country, and the I'Min 
of the government by which he had been favoured. Intanatijly 
acquainted with the different parties that disturbed the peace of 
the Roman States, moderate and cautious, as well as resolute, he 
inspired great hopes in the well-disposed by his promotion to 
office; and for a time those hopes were not deceived. The new 
constitution had been promulgated, and the assembly was about 
to meet; he had restored tranquillity to the streets — he iuijwsecP 
decency on the clubs, he repressed the licence of the press-^nd 
bad appealed, it was hoped effectually, to the honour aouA fuMity 
q£ a portion at least of the troops. The most riotous pa,rt of t^c 
population had been dispatched on the crtisade against Ati^stria, 
but the Swiss unfortunately bad been suffered to depart on the 
flame errand. On this measure the demagogues had insisted, and 
the government had weakly yielded in the hopes of preventing 
a collision between the people and those faithful mercenaries. 
The appearance of returning tranquillity and recovered confidence 
inspired the Republicans with serious fea^s that the establii^hnt^nt 
of the constitution which they professed to desire might not be so 
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impossible as they had supposed it: they knew a vast majority of 
the people to be favourable to the Pope ; they believed in the 
fidelity of the carbineers ; and in the firmness of Rossi they had 
an ever present cause for apjirehension. The death of this minis- 
ter had, soon after his nomination, bten decreed in the clubs and 
secret societies — the moment of consummatiofi approached. It 
was not at Rome, however, that the ])lan was matured ; at least 
it is the general belief that the ultimate decision was taken when 
some of tlie leading Liberals, one of them on his way'back from 
exile, met in a steam- boat in the port of Leghorn. A man of 
princely title, and many others of inferior note, are accused by 
public opinion at Rome of having been early acquainted with the 
scheme. Mystery still hangs over the transaction ; the newspa- 
pers of the day, all in the hands of the demagogues or in terror 
of ihtfm, either nevtM' mentioned the crime at all, or spoke of it 
only with jiraise. It is <‘ertaiii, however, that many were in the 
secret of the plot, and that some of them incautiously revealed 
their knowledge: one, in a coffee-house at Bologna, drew forth 
his watch, and observed that it had sliuck 12 o’clock, and that by 
this time the minister Rossi hail been assassinated. Bets were 
laid, in as well as out of Rome, that he would not seethe opening 
of the chambers ; and the unfortunate man himself had warnings 
of his doom. Belore pro(*eediiig to the Chamber, he attended at 
the Quirinal Palace to take the Pope’s commands. In mount- 
ing the stairs he had received a note from a lady acquainting him 
with his danger ; and he showed the paper to the Pope, who en- 
treated him not to brave a fate whicli seemed but too probable. 
He replied with spirit that when he accejmd office he accepted 
with it its risks and dangers. He jmiceeded to the Cancel laria, 
accompanied by his colleague Riglietli. It is believed that three 
poniards were ready, and jilaced in successive ambush — at the 
foot of the stairs, at the top of them, and at the entrance of the 
chamber : but the mob had closed round him before he began 
the ascent, and the first of the assassins did the deed. The three 
ruffians are publicly named in Rome : nay, one of them accepted 
the honours of a triumph ; he was carried on the shoulders of his 
partizans, preceded by the bloody knife, while ‘ young-eyed mas- 
sacres '* sung patriotic hymns around him. 

The first act of the bloody drama was closed ; the following 
morning opened with the second. A petition was to be presented 

• The *Speran»a ilell* Italia' was composeil ot‘ boys under fifteen yesars of age. 
Perhaps the establishment of such u regiment was the very worst act of revolutki^ary 
Rome. The depravity and ferocity which these unhappy children learnt may be 
iihaalhad— they obuld not bear to be expressed. The effects of this horrible oorlb^iou 
will not speedily disapiieor, ^ '‘I by 
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tq t}ac Pope?, entrealing, or, roihqr. (J.c^infinqhjjg, 
of q. ^e;T)ocratical ministry, together >vi.t,\| .c)t}ifiV 
government had hitherto resisted. The flpprs 
^yfff^/tflpsed on the importunate petitioners, .apd^ tjb,Ci S>Yjiss.tbvd» 
gppi^j^O^^pc^ed itself resolutely to their violence. , The n^Mvie 
trpop^jbetrfiyod their trust, and joined the mob in^ th^ir alUicl^pU 
MIF j^oobly. consecrated person of their sovereign, A person; pf 
hig);L,tid^r and enjoung some reputation in the pacific lealms of 
scieppe, volunteered to go. and bring up two pieces of ordnJj^ncew 
'fj'hp gfttes were assailed with fire and with cannon, and the bujlef 
t^^t^vyas destined for the Pope himself reached the breast of ,.hii 
SpCfptqry. . He escaped the successive volleys that were fir/ed.pu 
^i^dietlpbamber, and disap])ointed part of the plot by liis subm^s* 
sion to popular dictation. He prohibited all resistance; but ihp 
Swiss on duty, with that obstinate fidelity which forms so striking 
a part of their national character, and redeems so many, ol its 
deiccts, refused to obey the order, and ranging themselves (they 
were but sixteen in number) in order of battle, prepared to die 
at, their post. Several of tliein fell before the orders of the Popp 
were obeyed. It was an affecting spectacle to sec the chaplainis 
and the household attendants of the palace placing themsejves 
befoiTC these self- devoted soldiers, and tearing from their hands 
the weapons with which they were struggling to peiform.,thpif 
lasf, earthly duty.* The Pope, deserted and alone, roceive^d,},b<(t 

i :ommands of the mob. TIis murder had been deternrinefl^rno 
i,apd, perhaps, had been deputed to strike — perhaps np tQ^^ggp 
lintJfMttcred the fatal woid — 

‘ But they understood by signs, 

And did in signs again parley with sin.’ 

' The Republican sect, who now exercised unlimited authoVily, 
resolved on a fresh stroke of audacity — the Pope must at least be 
deprived of his temporal power — and the convocation of a C6n- 
Stiiuetit Assenihly was tlie means by which this object w‘as to bd 
accomplished. The Quirinal w'as again assailed on the 24th bf 
NovemheT — the mob broke into the Pope’s bedchamber, wliiilld# 
he had already retired to ’rest, and extorted his consenft tV) 'Ibts 
fatal measure. The next day the ccmsternaiion was gdnetad b’rl 
liearning the flight of Pius; it was some time before his Jilttfcd 
refuge was ascertained, and there is to this hour sdme dbubf 
a‘8'tb the manner in which his escape was accomplished. 

■ vv fr^ f ■■■ ■ ■ ...fa.. 1 . 

* -Wliile the Hepubl ic lasted, these fdilhfiil soldiers refused every oiler that 
made ' ti‘®y lived iii aliject ])uvcrty and in f»er|ietual danger. \\ e have pleasure 
W lettmiirft tljat they have now resumed fheh- charj^e (if the papal puttied, 
lri!>eii>pieturest]iie uiiifoniis, new Aud hriUjAiit,* reoali the reinernhrante of thoiAbdUMi 
jpf a^fid days of Uouie. 
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Vhat the' liiost desperate of the oi'i^inh.!' 
to '|;^oV<f6r_, and none of these exercised a gi‘eatc<' or ‘a* ihoVA 
fatill knflnfence tliatl Ste?ibini, on whom a peer of England (Ldrd 
fieiitnntmt} has pronounced an culogium in his place in PatTJci- 
tnent. A native of life Roman Stales, a lawyer and a p'odC,‘ biit 
equally unsuccessful in both callings, he first* became a cdh^ipl- 
rator and then an exile. This man was long th6 director' of 
revolutionary committee at Marseilles. Restored by the amnesty 
to Rome, he became the editor of the ‘ Contemporaneo,’ a' neiVi^- 
paper remarkable even in Italy for its hypocrisy and profligate 
disregard of truth. TJnrestrained by moral scruples, or by any 
tiheck excepting that of fear, he became the soul and centre of 
sedition, the moving principle of evil, and held the place of first 
conspirator, till Mazzini' himself appeared upon the stage. 

The llight of the Pope was the signal for the departure of 
those cardinals and nobhis who had lingered on in Rome; some 
few indeed of these last, unable or unwilling to move, purchased 
their security by a mean compliance with the exigencies of th6 
democrats, by the bribes which they paid into ultra-patriotic hands, 
and by the sacrifice of all principle and independence. 

Till the Constituent Assembly could be elected, the govern- 
ment was carried on in the name of the Legislative Chambers, 
and was conducted by the ministers, all members of the revolu- 
tionary list — Maminni, Sterbini, Sturbinetli, Galletti, with others 
hrtrdly less unworthy, and even more obscure. All werc^m'cq 
rtf literature ' — poets, pamplilcteci s, journalists ; — like those wor- 
thies who published liberty and fraternity at the Luxembourg, 
they added the jielulant vanity and the mean malignity of petty 
authorship to the rapacity and violence of a more masculine 
ambition. Socialists in piinciple, and the (uiemies of all religjon, 
tJUey found it convcuieiil to cover their purposes with a mask of 
tlpvotipn. The doctrines of the Communists are in direct opposL 
ti,ou to those of ChiibLiauity, upon uhich they profess to be 
gfoupded. Cliristiauity inculcated subordination, and pever 

p^-^pii^ed upon earth. The Socialist demands for; idl 

|i^ep , iipumdiate equality of ease to which the immulabjf} 
jf^WSsol -Providence are opposed, and in the pursuit of which 
wUoip social frame is broken. So specious, however, are 

that religion only can combat them; and in propovfiqw 
as religion diminishes, their baneful influence must iacreas^^ 
In they have long been inculcated in every "Yarted 

frtfm at riepcljtion — ill essays, speeches, iiocins — in novels, iri hfs- 
AUd nVspnuons: to a certain degree also they had,,bgei?t 
iiainiliar in ev^n before the revolution gave curronqy'idr 

the wildest speculations, and placed their propoufitl^Ji^ih rflHiftticfetf 

of 
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of power and responsibility. Socialism is a delusion sing^ularly 
agreeable to the vanity of obscure and half-educated scribblers. 
In Italy there had now started up a host of these, to propagate the 
most extravagant doctrines, and to abuse to the uttermost the newly 
acquired liberty of the press. The language of moderation was 
rejected as cold — even that of mitigated hostility as tame ; and 
both were soon stigmatized as treasonous. In the hands of the 
new government the press became the most formidable engine of 
tyranny, the most effective instrument of private revenge. It did 
not supersede the use of the dagger, but was its ablest assistant 
and boldest apologist. The ‘ freedom of the press/ it is hardly 
needful to add, meant the most unbounded licence in one direc- 
tion — in all others the most abject thraldom. A lawyer, a man 
of retired and studious habits, was preparing a volume of original 
documents illustrative of the history of noble families — he re- 
ceived an intimation to discontinue his aristocratic labours if he 
placed any value on his life. The Padre Ximenes, editor of the 
' Cassandrino,’ a newspaper which supported the Papal cause, was 
murdered as he returned to his dwelling, and his body was 
found near the Church of the Jesu. He had previously con- 
ducted the ‘ Labaro,’ but had resigned it to the care of another 
priest, i\ho met with a .similar fate. It uas the fatal influenee of 
the press that had hurried on the war with Austria, that doomed 
Rossi to death and the Pope to deposition, and which now ])ro- 
moted the open confiscation and the secret murders with wliich 
Rome was filled. 

The British public is still, we believe, in utter darkness with 
regard to wiiat liappeiied during that melancholy j)eri{)d. Those 
who abetted this revolution, or who constituted themselves its 
champions, would .shrink with horror from the cause they esjioused, 
could they know one half of the crimes hy which it was supported. 
It is not in the nature of Englishmen of docent conduct and re- 
gular habits to conceive the iniquity of men long exiled from 
social ties and domestic affection, and relieved from all the restraints 
of public opinion. The unanimity of which the demagogues 
boasted — impossible, under similar circumstances, in a really free 
state — should have opened tlie eyes of the intelligent to the true 
condition of the people, which was simply the submission of fear. 
If they look up arms, it w as in the dreail of violence from their own 
defenders. The Romans, accustomed to obedience and now drilled 
into slavery, dared not raise a voice against the oppressor — nay, 
to such an excess did terror influence, that the injury itself was 
denied : as the patient wife of some brutal husband conceals her 
tiruises and stifles her cries. In proof of this unanimity the 
press cited the sums extorted from the timidity of wealth and 

from 
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from the helplessness of poverty, and vaunted them as the spon^^ 
taneous offerings of patriotism. The assassinations were con- 
cealed or denied, and those who complained, or who mounted^ 
the dead, saw their names posted up at the Caffe delle Bell^, 
Arti (Palazzo Tiano) as doomed to a like fate. Two youths 
(brothers) who, united by an instinct of humanity, rushed forwatd 
to staunch the blood of the dying Rossi, were denounced for thi^ 
crime ; and the firemen who repaired to the Quirinal Palace to 
extinguish the flames by means of which the mob had accom- 
plished their entrance, wore warned that their lives were forfeited 
to the just indignation of the people. 

Bribes poured in on the demagogues, and money disappeared 
in jiroportion as silver was c.arricd to the mint. The quantity of 
precious metal robbed from the churches and extorted from the 
people was enormous, [n Italy, though few families even of the 
highest distinction can display the quantity of plate that will be 
found in l^nglish houses of much less consequence, the possession of 
a few^ articles of silver is far more generally diffused. The hotels 
and coffee-houses all ha\ c ai tides of value ; the humblest families — 
raised above actual want — arc provided with a few silver forks and 
s])oons: when we consider that all these were seized, and that jewels 
and gold-plate were also confiscated largely, the computation that 
this usurping violence gathered in to the value of a million of ounces 
is probably not an exa<»gerated one. It is certain that under these 
ciia umslances the jirecaous metal in currency should have been 
incomparably greater than it had ever been in the most prosperou3 
periods of the j)apacy : ne\ erthcless, not one dollar was seen to 
circulate, "inhere was coining enough — but not for any of the 
usual purposes. The government had taken the precaution of 
using the die of Gregory XVI., — consequently, wherever it might 
go, the new coinage could not be traced nor the possessors chal- 
lenged. C()pj)er disaj)})eared no less than silver, and saucepans 
and coffee-pots followed spoons and salvers, yet copper money 
became equally scarce, nor has it yet returned into circulation. 
Tlie issue of paper by the democratic government far exceeded 
the amount of specie which was usually in circulation — and to 
this paper they gave a forced currency. If the patriots wish 
to clear themselves of tlic imputation that rests on them, let 
them explain all this inyslery. Much money (paper money, we 
mean) was spent in corrupting the people; the government spared 
some cash to salary sedition at Florence and at Venice — though 
it also levied a forced contribution under the name of fraternal 
assistance to the Venetian rebels ;~l he Parisian agitators ha^ 
their share of the gold ; it is understood that every moliori 
Italian affairs in the legislative chamber was a severe drain bii 
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the exchequer of the Romait republic. every aldowdnce 

for thes*^ pHymcnts^ however, and admitting that larp^e sums' aie 
stH4 seet^ted in Rome and in the provinces, we cannot think thp 
publio v^ice has greatly erred in assigning 100,090 dollciivas the 
of‘ each of the principal demagogues, or in supposing that 
^h^i^^c^ive subordinates were hardly less successful. Garibaldi, 
bU native instinct added the experience of South America, 
4a embiiinnly said to hare appropriated half a million of dollars; 

'as he did not appear till the eleventh hour, it inu'Sl be 
^allotted' that' his gleanings denote the richness of the previous 
^bairYest.— ^We arc glad to mitigate our censure where we Can, and 
‘tte admit that the regenerators of Roman trlory showed 

dUci^etion and judgment in their method ol c<dlecting contri- 
botionsj * Practical and utilitarian in their views, they laid Jiands 
on n^bing that did not possess intrinsic value, or that could 
readily^ be claimed or easily traced. I'lie sale of })iclurcs and 
Statues would have been difficult, perhaps impossible, and the 
possession of such articles would have been worse than useless. 
There is, we admit, a veiy general impression that the Vatican 
library has been plundered of some of its most portable treasures ; 
but die terror which tlie late government still inspires imposes 
silence on the guardians of that cslablishinent. and there has as 
y^libeen no distinct proof from remoter (juarters. 

^ The mere rapacity of the demagogues, however, was their most 
venial fault. 'I he revenue officers, or jp/zmi/cif*/*?, the woisl and 
lowest description of government officials, men accustomed to 
smuggling, extortion, and robbery, were now organized uilo a 
€or^>s in the immediate service of the 'J’riumvirs — their ranks 
having been recruited with the robbers, pirates, and sicrtirii who 
had been brought from the Marches of Ancona and from Ro- 
magna, where the race has ever ilourislied. U'he extent of crime 
committed in these districts ha<l alarmed the conscience of many 
patriots fvery far advanced in liberality^ — to boi n)w an expression 
of Lmd Minto’s — and they rcinonblniled uilh one of the Trium- 
virs upon^ llie iinjiolicy of emploung such agency in the capital. 
He was reminded that one hundred and seven persons were sup^ 
posed toffiave fallen liy the assassin’s knife at Ancona aloney while 
Bologna, llaverina, Pesaro, and other cities of lloiimgnli each pre- 
sented lists of slain and missing hardly less numerous. 'J'hc 
Triumvir affected to pay attention to these obser\ aiions. A member 
of die Constituent Assembly, one Orsini, was sent to Ancona vviiii 
aathority to seize the murderers of that district, and to cxinvey 
them as jirisoners to the Castle of Spoleio. When tlujy arrived 
at Fotign^, bowei'er, they were all ’SOl at liberty by f>rder of Wte 
(iii^olo^Popoloffo of that tity, and were rocoimncndcd to pivA^ded 
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‘to . Rome, where largo pay and employment awaited 
Triumvir, when reproached with his breach of proiii^^^ #0- 
plftcd that ho had reflected on the case — that such men^ 
necessary to preserve the vigour of the sect, and that as fai^hf^l 
members of it he was not at liberty to punish them, 
Triumvir was a man eminently fitted for the task wliicb JiiQ had 
assumed; every quality he possessed excepting courage, apd;t in 
that particular he resembled some of the most admired heroes 
ol the French revolution. In explaining his principlei? of govern- 
ment to a trusted confidant, he observed that he must adapt Jtia 
policy to the country and the times in which he lived : — 'wfuilt 
Robespierre could do in open day, he must accomplish in 
secret: while the former could command the service of, the 
executioner, he must deal the blow by the hand of the assassin/ 
TJie man he spoke with was as far advanced in liberality as himr 
self; he spoke without witnesses and at midnight, the light of a 
single lamp casting a hue }ct more cadaverous over his sallow 
ieatures — but liis confidence was betrayed — the confidants 0|f 
such counsel can rarely be iaithful. . [ 

A great part of the wickedness now perpetrated from motived 
of puvale vengeance, and falsely attributed to public principle, 
must for ever remain unrevealed. No search was made for 
the criminal ; no one dared to denounce the crime. Tim 
sword of Damocles was suspended over every man’s n^ck, 
and by a submissive endurance of every injury each hoped 
to escape the fate of his less prudent neighbour; patient a$ 
sheep they awaited the preliminary operation of sheaving, and 
were Jed with dumb submission to tlie slaughter-house. The 
weight of republican persecution fell principally on the priest- 
hood — they were the most cxjioscd to suspicion, and, to th^lt 
eU*rnal honour be it S]K>keii, they exliibiled throughout a 
courage and a resolution of wdiich no other class gav^ an 
example, and in which they had no imitators. l"he principal 
scene of these cruelties uas S. Calisto in Trastever^, a Bene- 
dictine convent, from whence the inmates had been ejected. 
It was here that Zainbianchi, the captain of the Financier^ 
established his head-quarters, lie was a native of Bolugna;| 
and had been released from prison, where he lay Under th^ 
charge of seven homicides : grateful to the great men whom 
he regarded as his benefactors, and largely trusted and supported 
by iliem, he became the most useful inslrumertt of their tlesigns. 
Terror was to be si ruck into the * retrograde party,’ now stigma.^ 
tisfid as the Neri or Oscuraidisti (Blacks, or Lovers of Darkness) 15 
and those on whom the children of Light aflixed this reproflwJll^, 
not less fatal than, the incioisnieoi the I^Vench RevolujUoiiTThwerd 
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desj)oi]ed of iheir property and inveiijlcd to the p^ardensof S. Ca^: 
Jisto, which they never left alive. Between forty and fifty bodies^ in 
different states of decomposition, were discovered in one pit dupf in 
those premises; and more recently, in turning the earth beneath a 
figftree near the same spot, the? remains of seven others were brought 
to light. The desocaated convent of 8ta. Sabina on Monte Celio^ 
where a detachment of the Doganieri was quartered, was the 
shene of similar outrages, of which similar j)roofs have been 
found. To give a list of all the crimes committed during this 
period would be as difficult as it would be revolting ; we select 
a few instances from among those most generally known, or which 
Avere perpetrated with the greatest publicity. "J"he Ahbate 
Maccioli, a canon of 8. Jolin Lateran. being seen by four Finaii- 
cieri, who were driving by in an open carriage, was capture<l 
and conveyed to S. Calisto, where he was stri})}K'd and robbed of 
a large sum wbich belonged to a public office ; his life, however, 
was saved by the opportune intercession of pow(‘rful friends. A 
priest, driven by anxiety, or some im])ulse of irresistible curiosity, 
repaired to the walls during tlie siege, and was carried before 
one high in militarv command, who, w hile alTeeting to treat him 
with contempt, e.\c:han<red significant looks with the guard : 
the poor man left his presence full of hojie, and was the next 
minute shot for a I’reiieli spy. 'J'he curate ol Monte Maiio was 
inurdeied by the mobilized guard lor having received in his par- 
sonage the French soldieis, whom he jiosse.Ksed no means of 
keeping out of it. A jiriost, wlio was attending the sick and 
dying at the hospital of the Trinit'a dei Pclh'grini, being ibuinl 
with a passport lor Gaeta (whither he was obliged to proceed 
on account of a cause he was pleading before the J^ipal council), 
was shot oil the spot. The curate of Sta. Maria sopra Minerva, 
in company with four other priests, was shot at 8. Calisto, 
Zambianchi amusing himself by forcing tliein to walk in the 
cloisters of the convent while he fired on them with his riHe. 
The minister Cbdlelti, in the course of a military promeimde 
round the walls, seized three peasants, who he asserted were dis- 
guised Jesuits, and, carrying them with him into the town, he 
abandoned them to the fury of the mob, who murdered them 
on the bridge of 8. Angelo; an eye-witness asserts he saw the 
assassins lick the bloody weapons with their tongues. We arc 
sorry to shock the sensibility — perhaps to provoke the incicdiility 
— of English readers with this disgusting recital. We wish we 
could hold out any hopes that the accounts w hich we have given 
are exaggerated. Truth cannot long be stifled ; and when the 
minute history of this melancholy period is known, it u;ill be seen 
how much the picture we have given falls below the fearful reality. 

But 
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But wu have been drawn somewhat out of the order of events. 
It was not till after the Republic was proclaimed that these 
enormities were perpetrated. 

The Legislative Chambers, in whose name the government was 
conducted after the flight of Pius, J)ossesscd neither power nor* 
influence. The upper chamber had virtually abdicated, and the 
lower was subject to the mob that shouted at its doors, and to 
the spectators in the tribunes, who for ever brandished naked 
daggers in the eyes of refractory members. The rear power lay 
with the demagogues who had conspired the death of Rossi, and 
were masters of the clubs and the crowds. The election of a 
('onstitucnt Assembly by universal suffrage was now announced, 
but the people took little interest in the farce that was played 
before them, and no election would probably have taken place 
but for the efforts that ^^erc made to secure returns. The names 
of the candidates to be* ch eted were written on a card and given 
to the voters with a sum in paper-money varying from a dollar to 
one-half of that amount : few of those not actually belonging to 
the sect, and who uere raised above the acceptance of such a bribe, 
gave any vote al all — wliilc. on the other hand, many individuals 
voted at every polling-plac e in (‘ach town ; but notwithstanding all 
the urgency of the chiets, and all the iaUifications of the returning 
oflicors, the number of voters uas very small. In Rome the 
National Guard amounted to above 12,000 men, of whom not 300 
could be brought to tlie poll. 

On the 4tli of February, 1819, the Constituent Assembly was 
convened. On the 9th of the same mcmlli its President pro- 
nounced the temporal pow er of the Pope to have ceased in fact 
and !)y right, and a Republic, purely democratic, was announced 
as the future government of the state ; an executive committee 
of three persons was named, as well as the ministers by whom 
the public service w\as to be conducted. 

In spite of the varied and incessant efforts of the Trium- 
virate, there can he- lilllo doubt that their rule, originally un- 
popular, soon became intcderable, and that, if Rome had been 
left to lierself, a fewv weeks, or possibly days, would have brought 
it to a close. RIazzini had arrived at Rome to take the prominent 
place hitherto reserved for liim ; he had repaired to S. PetePs> 
and seated himself in the chair of the Pope to hear the Te Deum 
that was sung by a cowled apostate in honour of the proclamation 
of the Republic. But the priests, outraged, disgusted, and scan- 
dalized, were labouring slowly and dexterously in the cause of order ; 
and persecution could hardly check their zeal, nor terrorism con^* 
real its efficacy. Neither Mazzini nor any of his colleagues had 
faith in the cluration of their power, or in the possible existeliee^ 
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ofiliie Koitian'Ridpbblic; Italian vanityidid irk)t ad bKftdVhettl^ 
to» ibcvffstiiiiation in wbidi they tvere' lield to Jnda^ef^tb^itt tof 
they were to remain in permanent pf))^edti(>n‘i)f 
( ’Urider these circumstances the attack of ! the 'French ’ 
A AiD i unexpected stroke Of g:ood fortune. They wer<^ ' snb-^ 
i^nently^ ileleated, however, in their Ireacheiioue schemes of 
nggmndiKeiiient planned with the French ag'ent Len^seps ; 
course was left open to them but a loud appeal to; 
tl^Mp^triotisint of the Italians, and, as they ])rofanely boas^ted, ii 
fuvm jjoliacioeionjLhe favour of the God of battles. It was ndt thnt 
they deemed a successful resistance possible — but the weiglit of 
Wf>uld not- fall on them — the defence of the walls tnnild 
devolve on other hands, and they were doubly safe in their reliance 
o|i> foreign jurotection, and in the moderation imposed on Genertil 
t)udinot'by the peculiarity of his position. It was in the midst 
of thesis cunning and cowardly intrigues — it was while making 
the arrangements for tAis defence — that Masraini represented 
him^Sulf and his colleagues as seated on their curulc chairs in 
tbn palace of the Consulta in an apartment mined with gun- 
ppW^er< holding the match in their hands with which they 
\Mould'iire the train should the modern Brennus presume t(> 
invade this last sanctuary of liberty. 

■ .It is very generally admitted that the French invasion was a 
political error, and has had the effect of injuring the inilrtaiiy 
raputation of the country. It will stand recorded in '^’iitUre ' 
ayfiaaLs that for two months the crumbling walls of Rome with* 
sto^^i the siege of thirty-five thousand French meh, ' conducted" 
by, itho skill of the best engineers and backed by the well-known " 
gf^Uantry of that nation; and the pompous bulletins I>y whiclvtlf’e 
general strove to throw dust in the e\es of bis country- 
men will but serve to attest the strength of the resistance he 
eacouttterod. All this tends to inflate the national vanity of the 
lUtliqiia, and the siege is appealed to in proof of the awakened 
v^our >of. the Roman people* The truth, hou^evefi is behind^; 
the length lOf Uie siege is to bcttUributed even to’ 
cfisnpetenoe! of Oudinot than to his political ' 

wcakni^ss. of the government that employed liiin. His effc/rtS * 
palia^edjby the attacks of the Farisiah press, and tht^ 

demagogues, who held k secret coiyespiMd^ht^^ 
tb^se o£ Rome, and encouraged their resistance In a Preheih army. ' 
tie 1 could feel no certainty thdt the new Assembly at Pai^W’ 
nfiglif) not 'Order him to*<sDpportfUie usibrpe^s he had been cOi^- 
inissioibed tO’Ov«rthrot\^--H[tnd ■uhdetJ‘eueh*cfrclimslrtnces 

tempmisi^^ ^nncF spin while ^ 

thal^itfSiwasted diminished his own strength and added to that of 

his 





ho) TVfts negotiating^ beybnd'fhy \nill»,»«indi^KI» 
L?^WP/?>w^^|j;intn3uin3: , within .thein^ and whiles bii^.:troops^»d^Kd' 
^fvn^P<shji||gl4inia |>e^Ulontial climate, defenders poured 
f|XW, /every* ;qv»artjcjr-^Polcs, Germans, Lombards^ 'Piedmon<^6!^^ 
Xe^can^— rin.a)^Mf>^d, Garibaldi. The Romans, instead^ of «baviwg^ 
J<> lx)ast of their long defence, should r<Lther >bluskillt'^jal^^ 
the, last bf tlteir degradations. They suffered theins6b'!eB 
pijlagetj. and Blaughlered by hordes of foreign Edvenlurei*s^'Wh^' 
etitfrf^d, the city without their consent, and forced them l^yilh^eartls^ 
a^d bh^ws to help in manning their own walls against tan ^enbi^yl 
fca* >vhose success they were secretly panting. - ^ t. ,;m »b v 

i.iQaribjddij whose first appearance with his Urttouletit 
outlaws, the sweepings of all nations, excited the rilarm’ of tbd^ 
cipj^cns.and the jealousy of the national guard, had been ‘to' get ' 
rid .of him for a tune at least, sent to the Abruzzi- — ^with* thte ordeP^ 
to guard that frontier against the expected invasion from Naplhs^.'* 
I;Ic bad since lived in this district at free quarters, permitting* every ^ 
excess to his followers and recruiting his forces by the promise^ 
of unrestrained licence. The dread of him had not diminislh^^ 
auiorig those who bad an V thing to lose at Rome— but' ho 'C^ldl 
]V> longer be dispensed with. The indisposition of the nhtidrtat' 
guard was p(M redly well known to llie Triumvirs. Besidbis 
avo>»'cd .dislike to fighting, they were generally inimical tn the 
republic^ and it was necessary to collect some force to overavVe^i 
tUvmi Piid at the same lime give them an example. The trobpd^ 
of ;tlv^ lino nerc totally disorganised, and were, perhaps; 
mo^e fiveise than the national guard to the idea of an arm^d re^*^ 
si,stawb. ,,^Garii}aldl therefore was recalled to Rome, wheniihb^l 
iuvasitm was first threatened, but with a force whose noniitihl< 
amount was not to exceed six hundred, though its 
strength was not less than two thousand. The day on wliich'hts^* 
re-entered the capital was warm for the season, bnd the 
who flocked to the gale were stiuck with new terror an ihbyl 
gazdi on him and his now augmented banditti — a savagie crowd ' 
dr|Ft$sed jn gvery variety of costume, the raggednessof theik^gi^neral^ 
apptirqVprQi^^ting ^ grotesque contrast with some rich Drn*ittMt'> 
or, avticle nf dfess— armed with every description of 
wjpnaeP'djsguUed in male attire-^boarded cut-throats ma^qt|||^adb*l 
ingas wpmen; some mounted on horses they bad stolenyothmcm'^ 
a^e^r^bey bad picked up on commons; some seated on bhrsi Mlpd; 
ri^esi aqd vvbatever conveyance they could press iiito the serving 1 
— OPWh: of the bislvop. of Rieti bringing up the reaiv flUeAif 
wi|4d^u^kenyplntUW'.$>*t'paringat.tbe tup of theirfvoices^ Aivdmdiu 
logfi .F^9^f^,^ded .from wtpdfQW?^. j Wo order wat attemfrteditil 

* ' ^'')i^-maroh44nli 
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march — an air of studied confusion and of aflectcd ruffianism was 
purposely contrived to add to their naturally wild and forbiddin|JC 
aspect. Many w^ere intoxicated ; muskets and pistols were fired 
in the streets without any regard to the risks incurred, and menaces 
and curses mingled with songs of ribaltlry and blasphemy. 

The managers pf this hideous melodraine had ordered every- 
thing with the view of inspiring terror. These desperadoes were 
intended to overawe the inhabitants of Traste\ere, who, in spite 
of what had been done to corrupt them (and far too successfully), 
still it was feared entertained that partiality to the cause of the 
Pope which the priests might excite into actual resistance. It 
was not judged .^prudent to niaicli the bandits at once to their 
destined quarters, and in the mean time the convent of S. Silves- 
tro in Capite was appointed for their barrack. S. Sdvestio is a 
♦convent of leinale Benedictines, and as the volunteers entered the 
gates, the nuns were forcibly ejected. Xo place of as}lurn was 
assigned to them ; no preparations had been made for their r(‘Cep- 
tion; and military billets on the public houses were tauntingly 
offered to them, when they intreated to be informed whither they 
were to go. It is not the least disgraceful chapter of this dis- 
graceful hislorj that the cruelly to whi( h these recluses were ex- 
posed excited the derision of the ( rowd that pressed on their sad 
procession. Without jirotection and without a determined desti- 
nation^ the timid troop were driv(*n along — the youthful novice 
about to jironounce her vows, the aged votaress who for fifty years 
had never slra}ed beyond the convent garden; tottering, stagger- 
ing, they looked bewildered around, in ho])es of seeing some 
symptom of pity, some touch of manly feeling ; but hard e>es 
watched, and ribald jeerings mocked, their jirolonged humilia- 
tion. Their situation at length became known to some other 
religionists not yet exposed to persecution, and a temjiorary 
asylum was found for them amongst the various convents still 
remaining in Rome. 

It was not till after nightfall and in perfect silence that 
the removal of Garibaldi’s head- quarters to Trastevere was 
accomplished. On the very evening of bis arrival there occurred 
an act of severity that was destined to strike terror into the retro- 
gra^ party. While sitting with a few followers in a neighbouring 
a priest of the parish church of Sta. Maria in Trastevere 
was brought before him, charged with having abused the Republic. 
Garibaldi listened to his defence with attention : the poor man 
alleged that it was true be was a faithful subject of the Pojie, 
but that though he did not love the Republic, he liad expressed 
no opioioii on the subject. Garibaldh with an air of aalemnity 
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and prravity that never deserted him, remarked that in a repuWic 
all oj)inions were freely permitted, and ordered the liberation of 
the prisoner. Two rank and file escorted liiin, and when they 
arrived at a convenient spot he was stabbed to the heart. The 
next inorniiig^ the altar was prepnred and the congregation 
assembled for the mass he should have sung. The nt3ws was 
whispered that his dead body had been found in a neighbouring 
street, but no one ventured to inquire after the murderer. 

Thougli the diicction of publu! afiairs was no longer in the 
hands of the "J'numvirs, they did not the less eontinue their 
nogociations with the French, their intrigues with the chiefs of 
every party. Maz/ini is now accused liy tin? Romans of having 
been all along in the pay of Austria; this we do not believe — but 
we quote the ojunion as illustrative of the Italian character, and 
of the sort of rejnitalion this noted deinagogin* lias left behind him? 
The terror that the Jbqiublirans still nisjuri', the impunity that 
lias l)e(*n seeuved to their crimes, and tiie diead of ilie knives of the 
sicarii, all consjure to conceal the truth and to suppress evidence. 
Enough, how ever, has come out to Ciinviiice us that a inoie eoin- 
pliccited wcl) of treachery it never fell to the lot of an historian to 
unravel. Meantime tlie luimans saw their liopes of deliverance 
vanish. A little spirit on the part of the Roman people, a little 
vigour on tliat of the French general, and a capitulation must 
certainly hu\e been signe<l which would have saved the city from 
the rum of a siege and the French Irom tlu' disgrace of such a 
victory. 1 1 was oihcrw ise ordained ; and the people, under the 
inilucnce of tenor, were compelled to resist, Avhile the leaders, hav- 
ing secured their ow^n ultimate retreat, were content to accept the 
reputation of heroes, which was thrust upon them, (.'oinmitlees 
were formed for the inanageincnt of the yaidous departments- — 
a committee of defence, another of barriendos, a third for enforced 
loans, and a fourth for voluntary contributions. The devastation 
of the suburbs and of tbeir beautiful villas belonged to the first. 
This measure originated, doubtless, in the desire to occupy the 
populace, to excite their enthusiasm, and to furnish an excuse for 
keeping them in the pay of Government, but it would be in- 
justice to the contrivers to suppose they had no other motive; 
whoever ha<l a cherished grudge against a wealthy or auggakit 
neighbour had now but to denounce his possessions os an Tlhpe- 
diment to the national defence, and his woods were inSUirtdy 
levelled and his house thrown down. That belt of cuhiviKticm 
which surrounded the city like a fence against the desolation that 
lios b^’ond it, is now encumbered with a mass of crumbling 
'The Mtlvian Bridge, its parapets overthrown and its arches' 

1 presents a spectacle of destruction such as eighteen centuries 
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and countless invasions could not achieve. The road, cut up hy 
barricades, leads to a suburb in which fire has been employed as 
the quickest means of effecting a wide-spreading demolition. The 
Villa Borghese, the haunt of the gay and the place of " common 
recreation for the Roman people,’ decorated l)y the taste of suc- 
cessive generations, abounding in grateful shade, in lakes, and 
sparkling fountains, diversified with meadows, woods, and lawns, 
and decorated with temples, statues, and casinos, the realization 
of ail that the fancy can suggest for refined and luxurious en- 
joyment, has been consigned to utter desolation. Tlie villa to 
which Raffaelle retired, and which his genius lind adorned with a 
fresco-painting in which it has been affirmed M. Angelo himself 
was surpassed — this sacred spot, which, with a tvell-considered 
taste, had been left in its venerable simplicity, was involved in 
the common ruin to which w^ere doomed the possessions of the 
w'eallhy owner who l^d first espoused and then deserted the 
cause of the revolution.* The w'holc circuit of the walls presents 
similar scenes, nor has the W'ayside chapel or humble dwelling 
of the peasant fared better than the ensino of the noble. This 
havoc is the more lamentable, inasmuch as it was wholly use- 
less; no attack was expected from that side of the city, nor, if it 
had, could the defence of the city have been facilitated by this 
devastation. f In Rome itself, besides the injury done to its 
antique walls, and that which barricades and fortifications ac- 
complished in the streets, much has been inflicted in the mere 
wautonness of malice. Convents have been pulled down in 
hatred to the occupants, and round the Castcl S. Angelo whole 
streets are levelled. A subaltern officer in the Papal army, a 
fellow of loose and dissolute habits, having been refused assist- 
ance by Torlonia, ww saw his opportunity of revenge ; pro- 
moted to a high rank, implying lull right of demolition, the 
Tordinona theatre, the property of that banker, fixed his aim : 
he made considerable progress in levelling the adjoining street — 

♦ This noble villa, though adorned by the munificence of the Dorgiiesi, was held hy 
them on condition that it should t)e o|)en to the public ; a vast sum was yearly 
expeiideil in preserving it in repair, and it is said that the revenues of the prince wilt 
be m^^ally henefitetl by this public loss, since he will now bring those grounds 
into fWuctive cultivation, by which he will realise more money than he before 
exjyended in preserving them in splendid inutility. 

f The lovers of the picturesque have no greater misfortune to deplore than the loss 
of tlie row of trees that e<lged the path between the arches of Severus and that of Titus. 
Yet the few avenues of erms that lined the roads beyond the Porta Angelica and the 
Porta Penrtese are losses nearly as great: trees of any siae are rare in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Rome, and the loss is irreparable. The last piece of deslrucliori 
was accomplished untler the pretext of the' defence of the town ; but in truth no 
better reason can be assigned than the five dollars a piece for which the trees were 
a^d. 
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l>ut Qs to the theatre itself, the surrender of the eity 
him-i— as it did many other's in similar projects of patriotisn^V 

Meanwhile the foreign consuls protested against the injtirierf^ 
which the French General wti^ inflicting — injuries for which h‘e^ 
was in no degree responsible, unless* by his inactivity he maybi^* 
said to have given time for their perpetratioin It was by the ^ 
Aureliaii Way that he had advaneerl upon Horne, and here tMos'd - 
skirmishes took place which PVench exaggeraiion and Italittn 
vanity have swelled into important battles. What can hardly 
be exaggerated, however, is the amount of damage done. Bridges 
broken down, crops destroyed, walls levelled, and tenantlesis’' 
houses perforated v. ith bullets and totUTing to ihoir fall, pre- 
pare the traveller for the more extended ruin which tlive city 
]>resents. '^I'hc Villa Pampliili-Doria, and the cluster of fiire 
casinos that surround it, wore allornatidy ocenpied I>y tlie French 
and the miscellaneous hordes of Italian allies; and while Oudi- 
not’s troops observed the exactost discipline, and abstained from 
all unnecessary miscliief, the other partv seemed to take a mali- 
cious ])leasure in wanton destruction. The pi incipal casino in the 
Villa Parnphili has been sacked, the gardens trodden down, and 
the marbles and fountains broken and choked up. Less extensive 
than the Villa Borghese, but more beautiful in position and more 
elaborately decorated, it was sometimes ])vcferved to that delight-' 
fill spot — the rivalry in future iniiht be confiiu'd to the extent of 
their ruin, 'iV) catalogue the outrages perforiyied would fatigue 
the ixtader, and would perhaps add little of reality to the picture' 
his imagination will supply — the appearance of this part of tlie 
(dty and environs may furnish no imperha^t idea of Lisbon 
the great oarthfpiakc. 

The conduct of the defence was committf^d to Garibaldi, who^ 
took up his quarters in tlic Vdia Savorelli, and afterwards irt th<i' 
Villa Spada, both within the walls. During the armistice Wifh^ 
the French, he made a sortie from the town, and occasionally’ 
annoyed the rear of the retreating Neapolitans; he generally 
avoided their encounter however — and was better pleased t() gpin 
those shadowy victories which were celebrated in Koine, and per* ' 
Imps credited in Paris, than to seek the reality in the battle-fieldv 
But however small the harm he did to the NeapolitaiiSj||^hc 
misery his progresses created in the Roman States is no flctioivv. 
The convent of S. Silvester, on the Alban Mount, was sacked-^, 
those of the monks who were discovered were murdered — and the/ 
building was saved from destruction only by the influence ofjon^v 
of tire pttTty somewhat better disposed, who persuaded the soldfei^^ 
druflk in the refectory in preference to burning the 
winch had been their first project. Their buccaneer clnifef 
JT#)L. Lxxxv. NO. CLXX. 2 R rctumcd 
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returnocl from these expeditions loaded with spoil, and, the 
newspapers assured us, with glory. 

This adv'enturer is in nothing, if we except his costume, the 
inelo'dramatic hero that the newspapers hav'c represented him. 
He is between forty and fifty years of age, of the middle size, 
with an active figure and well-knit limbs. His countenance, 
which cypresses resolution without ferocity, gives character to 
features rather striking than handsome. His hair Is of a light 
reddish Ci)lour, and, descending on his shoulders, is triinineci in 
conformity with a thick and bushy board of a shade or two 
lighter. In his dress he consults the picturesejue ; his ea]) was 
of scarlet cloth, ornanKuitcd with gold lace and a ])lume of 
black feathers ; he wore a tunic, or blouse, of tlie beautiful scarlet 
cloth which the Sultan ]^resented to the P()j)e ; and besides his 
sword he carried a dagg(‘r in his belt. His personal and favoured 
troops wcie dressed in most respects like himself. Willi a cer- 
tain ease and natural grace in his motions he mingled that, air 
of sober and stately dignity which is essential to thos(J who desire 
to exercise authority over Spaniards or their desrendants, Jn 
South America he liad acquired the Spanisli manner as well as 
tongue, almobt to the exclusion of his own. Adored by his 
own band, he found the art of making the miscellaneous swarm 
of licentious Italians obey liirn. Scrujiulously polite in his lan- 
guage, he was inexorable in his deeds; he w'ould older flu» (‘xc- 
cution of a dozen deserters with the same breath that he asked 
fiir a cup of wine. A sort of ( laverhouse among the brigands, Ik' 
affected the same devotion to what ho called his duty; and w)iiJ<' 
hating the Republic and despising the Hepublicans, and intc iuling 
to establish himself on the ruins of both, lie blazoned an unflincii- 
ing zeal in their cause*, for which he w’as ready to sacrifice e\ery 
tiling. hile taking the greatest care of his own person, he did not 
expose his proper followers to unnecessary danger, lie forced the 
convicts to w'ork in the tr(*nches, an<l the \olunteers he seemed to 
take a malicious jileasure in exposing. Well acquainted with the 
national character, he an*e(‘t(*d to doubt the courage of those who 
presented th(‘mselves befoie him, and w hen they protested their 
anxiety to fight, ho used calmly to jioint to llic breach, where he 
dir|^*ted his own Myrmidons to yield them the precedence, with 
secret instructions that no retreat should be permitted. We dr) 
not mean that this man, robber by land and a jiirate by sea,’ 
was deficient in the common courage rif a common soldier, but 
that he was not animated by a cliivalric love of glory or by the 
romantic daring which seeks excitement in danger, i^^)r do wc 
l)clieve that, though utterly indifferent to human lifc^.hc had a 
positive plcytsure in shedding blood. 


He 
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He turned out to have no military skill beyond that which 
g’uerilla practice teaches. The fortifications raised on the side of 
tlie besiejjed were all constructed by French or Polisli officers. 
In the absence of science he entertained extravagant fancies and 
wild schemes for the destruction of the enemy; it was not till 
after repeated experiments and much injury of property and 
waste of time, that lie was induced to renounce his project of 
suffocating the Frencli army with the water of the Pauline aque- 
duct!* Had he possessed llie tact or (iiiterprise that had been 
attributed to him, there is little doubt that he could have de- 
stroyed the FriMich armv in its consternation after the hist re- 
pulse, or forced it lo capitulate, (icneral Oudinot had exhil^iled 
such signs of weakness as seemed to invite an attack; but the 
moment of victory was lost, and the reinforcements dispatched 
from I'Vance made ultimate success certain and resistance hope- 
less. 

While, however, ^Nlazzini was aware all along that the future 
liopes of lh(* repuhlii ans depended solely on the events in Paris, 
and close ohs(‘iv<‘rs detected this, Garibaldi showed no want 
of confidence in his lesources. Mis operations were conducted 
\Nith an air of authoritv that imposed on his troops, and with 
a rigour that insunHl submission from all others. The Papal 
soldiery, who had to a man deserted the Papal cause, were 
among the most noisy, at least, of the r(*])ublican army ; their 
pay was raised to the extravagant sum of seven pauls a-day — 
nay, some favoured ('orps received three times that sum. We 
can hardly think they earned their wage^ however, since their 
prmci])al o(’(‘upati()n consisted in driving about the town in 
strings of thirty or forty carriagcs.t their muskets garnished 
with red pocket-handkerchiefs, and their faces glowing with 
h(’at and into.xicalion, hellovving obscene and democratic songs; 
upon these heroes the rhetoric of Garibaldi was ineffectual ; they 
would teslify their devotion in any manner hut fighting — and it 
was to supply their place that the ‘ Coniinittee of Defence ’ was 
obliged to press volunteers into the service. Those whom this 
Committee could persuade were dispatched with a light escort 
t<) the walls — those who resisted were urged on with blows, 
accompanied by shouts of derision from the mob, if they had at 
all the appearance or the dress of gentlemen. One iiistSince 
will suffice lo illustrate this method of recruiting. A quiet 

* He repeatedly summoned tijc colonel of the Pompieri to his presence to discuss 
tliis ingenious project. 

t Fi‘W suffered more by the revolution than the livery si able-keepers. They, 
their carriages, horses, and servants, were at all limes at the ilisposal of patriots, civil 
and military, without the slightest payment either for work or damage. 

2r 2 civilian, 



G04 


Home. 


rivilian, in the service of a noble family, was denounced by a 
secret enemy as a lukewarm patriot: he was summoned to the 
Avails, and havings pleaded sic'kness in addition to his jAcacefid 
habits oflifc, a mounted band clattered into the court of the ])alace, 
and driving him before them, forced him to proceed at a running 
pace to the breach. If suchlike reluctant warriors endeavoured 
to escape, or if their nerves gave way when exposed to fire, they 
were mercilessly condemned; and if, deceived by tin* calmness of 
manner wllh which their execution was commanded, they burst forth 
into entreaties for mercy, they but afforded the incxc'rablo condot- 
tieri the opportunity they desiied of exhibiting an impartial jusUc(». 

The ' Committee of Oblations’ was ac tive meanwhile in se- 
curing the gleanings that the ' Coniinittce of Forced Loans ’ had 
left. The nobles in general bad fled, and acted wisclv in so 
doing: their lives w’crc not secure, and th(‘ir persons would liaAO 
served as hostages ; the moment for resistance had passed ; the 
most influenlird of their number had exhibited a timid baste in 
complying with the demands of the Committee at the moment 
when a manly resistance could have been made.*' Others had 
joined the movement in the ho|JCS of obtaining populaiity; 
others again in the abject spirit of submission. None had stood 
forth to resist the oppression of the dejnociats, or to assert the 
rights of their sovereign. We would not, however, bo too harsh 
in our judgment of their conduct, since there was not one gentle- 
man to be found in either of the Legislative Chambers of I'rancc, 
in February, 1848, to give a better example in withstanding 
anarchy than that n«w exhibited by ihcjse lncx})crienccd and 
unwarlikc nobles. The Triumvirs, and ihcur tii]):irtitc Com- 
jniltces — (for they were all composed of three jncinbors) — wore 
anxious to infuse an air of bustle and energy into tliclr jArocccd- 
ings, as well .as to keep the spirits of the pcjoplc ali\e with peu*- 
pclual excitement. The requisitions w^crc reiterated with a super- 
human activity. The churches and convents wdiich had been 
plundered of their plate were again visited, to discover hidden 
treasures. t In the search gre.at violence and brut.ality were exer- 
cised on the priests — their cellars were burst open, and their 

• A decree of tlie Comtifneiil Aftsembly, dated ‘2nd March. 1819, faxt^ every 
income from two-tliiriU to oiie^fiClhor its amount — from an annual income of upwards 
of 12,000 crowns a year, down to one of 2000. Prince ilor^liesc is much hlaiiied for 
liaviiig set the example of siihmittiii)^ to this extravap;ant demand. It is believed tiiat 
had he not shown so much promptitude in paying the first instalment of this fine, it 
would altogether have been resisted. 

t The Paliice of the Quirinal had been plundered; (hose of tlio cardinals were 
deprived of their most valuable articles — their pictures, libraries, nufl niiiseiims were 
pillaged, while the similar properly of scciilarg was us yet S|rared. 1 lie Palazzo Doria 
jiad i)m) presented to Garibaldi as n testimony of the aO'ection of a grateful ]>cople : 
he had not time, however, to 2 >rofit by the donation. 
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wine was seized, or wanioiily wasted ; tlieir domestics were beaten 
and ])rieked with bayonets «'ind sword-points to induce them to 
betray dej)osits. Horses and provender were demanded — pro- 
^ isioiis of e\ cry sort for the valorous defenders of the breach — 
beds and linen for the wounded palrmts. Several hospitals were 
(onveited into places of diversion, wdjere women even of the 
better ranks, under pretence of attending the sick, gave a vent 
to those loose ]iassions which in a iQorc orderly state, of society 
they had been forced to repress — and the confessor was driven from 
the couch (jf the dying for fear of having to witness scenes of 
unljridled dc'bauchery. 

A irudancholy picture of human depravity was presented on 
every sid(\ Uheachery and cowardice combined to exhibit the 
^.()rst fialures of our e\il nature. Servants long cherished by 
their masters, and pampered with every indulgence, now turned 
tiailors, and denounced the secret hoard to the ra])acious agents 
of confiscation. With ticmbling anxiety and emulous baseness 
they brouii^ht foith such articles as might tempt the cupidity and 
secure the favour of the licensed robber. These domiciliary 
visits had at first been conducted with an air of decency and an 
assumption of gravity. A catalogue was made, and a receipt 
olfcred ; tluj forms of business were observed. We think we 
have r(‘ad that the Arab in the desert strips bis victim with a 
soil of aj)ology : — " Brother, give thy cloak ; thy aunt is cold, and 
has need of it.’ 'hlie wants of a Kcpublic in danger afforded a 
more plausible pretext. l?ut by degrees these forms were aban- 
doned, and pillage assumed a more downright character; the 
<leiiiaiids were still made in the name of the Committee, but the 
warrant exhibited was the jnstol of the soldier, like that which 
luisign Jo}cc presented to his King. 

It is not the least singular feature of this singular period, that 
while the attack and defence w^ere conducted with every show of 
animosity, the belligerent parties were all the time in corre- 
spondence. The notes and dispatches will be found in the 
‘ Bolleltino dello Leggi,’ and will furnish the best materials for 
the future bistorian. The hollowness of the whole transaction is 
evident ; but both parties felt themselves secure in their knovv- 
Icilge of the perfidy of the other, and in the means that each 
])ossessed to expose their antagonists. France had protected the 
political ciiines of every country in Europe: killing was no 
inuidcr, rolihcry no thcfi. Mazzmi and his acannplices did not 
share the danger they compelled others to brave: — even with- 
out the protection of an English passport, they deemed them- 
selves certain of the forbearance, if not of the favour, of a 
victorious enemy ; the people feared the cannon of the besiegers 
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Joss tlian the knife of their defenders : hence the resolution of the 
one and the patriotism of the other. 

It was while General Oudinot was feebly protracting: the siege, 
— Vrliile Home and her suburbs were thus given up to the vindictive 
malice of the wor^t and most depraved of her own citizens — and 
w hile the hope! ess defence wasproIongecHby the foreign adventurers 
'who had usurped the Government — it was then that the Fori'ign 
Consuls, art the instigation of Mazzini, made the protest to which 
we have before alluded aijainstan imacrinarv bombardment and the 
ronse(|uent destruction ol the great monuments of Rome. It might, 
perhaps, have been thought that the voice of the Consuls, like 
that of the (lomesllc birds in the Cajhtol on a former occasion, 
would awake the vigilance of the garrison ; but it (‘ould hardly be 
seriously siipjiosed that the mo(l(‘rn Attila would be scared from 
the walls of ]b)meby the a]»})ariti()n of the consular body. Some 
of the resident Consuls refused to sign this senseless protest ; 
others have since declared that tlieir compliance was compelled ; 
and all, we believe, have ex})rehsed their regret that they were 
ever induced to put their signatures to it. IMie Portuguese 
withheld Ills adhesion till he was told that the propeu'ty and the 
lives of his countrunen were menaced, and that their national 
church w’ould be pillaged by the mob.* 

The 

If it i'J lh.it Consuls ami Virt* Consuls an* esacnti.il to the public 

.scrv i(.e, W(; ciuild earnestly (Usire tluit the nature of their functions, as well ;w then 
extent, vveio accoratcl v detined. We are averse to 5n^:)'estIn{J refonns, which we 
would wdliriLfly leave to the ]»roper uulhorilies; !)ut (he n‘Cent events in Europe, 
p.irticularly those in Italy and Sunlv, have exlnhited the abuses in tins branch of 
th'* })ohlic seivicc as utterly intuleiahle. flow, wn would ask. Is the Ihitish 
fjaveller to driive i)rote(:fion in future from a Hritlsh |t<LSMj)oit, when it Is no longer 
a guarantee that lie not a foieign emissny ofaiiareliyV In the piejM'iit instance 
we would further ask, had Mr. Freeborn orders to give passports to the repuhlican 
leaders, or di<l be act on Ins own authority? Those who do not know our country, feel 
certain that without authority no Deputy-Vice-Consul would have ventured on such a 
step. l/nal)Ie to assign any other adeqtiafe motive, tliey ]iay Lord Palmerston the 
compliment of siipposin.; he desiies to revoliitioni/p Kuro|;e for the pur^) )8e of obtain- 
ing some ailvantageons commercial tieaties fir Kn^daiul; and to tins object they 
believe him to he saciificing the legitimate innueriee of his country andtlie uritaniislied 
honour it had hitherto pic^erved. It is helieveil in Uorna that Mazzini carried on a 
jicrsonal correspondence with I^rd Palmeistoii, and the passport of Mr. Freeborn is 
conveited, by popular crfilulity, into a safe conduct fiorn lier Majesty lierself, trans- 
mitted tlirough the hands of lier Chief .Secretary of State. We liave heard, that 
shoidd Mr. Freeliorn not he recalled by his own Citovernmeiit, that of Home woidd 
be seriously inclined to withdiaw the exequatur, whicli was firmly refused by Cardinal 
IJernetti when Secretary of State, and finally granted with reluctance. We must add, 
that however honourable Mr. Freeborn may be m an individual — arnl wc believe him 
to merit tiiat character — his position m a banker could not well fail of giving rise, in 
such a society and at such a time, to disparaging surmises. 

Other inconveniences have arisen from this abuse of jiassportjt. The governor of 
Malta, Mr. More O'Ferrall, most profierly refused to admit a cargo of persons fur- 
nidied with sucli documents, while their chief, Avezzana, was only allowed to disem- 
bark with tiie express understanding that he would leave the island within five days. 

The 
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The? protest of the consuls Avas attended (as tliey themselves 
]U()l)a!>ly anticipated ) Avith little effect. General Oudinot, Avhen 
rid of the treacherous assistance of M. Lesseps, ])ursued his 
attacks with more vigour, and fortunately Avith a better icsult. 
Wilde the patriots AAcre eiideavourihj^ to fix the reputation of a 
" barbarian’ on this coiiq^ander, they did tlie^r utmost to force 
liiin to coniinit the ravages he sedulously avoidc'd. Ily mounting 
batteries close to *St. lector's and the Vatican jialace they endea- 
A^iurcd to diaAV his fire upon those Avonders of the world ; yet, 
thanks to his forliearance, neither of thcni has sufferc'd. It is true 
the intm'csting churcli of 8. Pietro in Montorio has lieen seriously 
injurcid, and the anmwed convent deslroAC'd; but the fault li(*s 
Avilh tin? defenders, aaIio planted one of their jirincipal batteries 
on this eminence, and avIio, alter sacking the church and turning 
it into a stable, broke; its finest monuments, and even rolibed the 
vaults of the leaden collins. It is also liu(‘ that some palaces 
have been struck A\illi balls, and the cbmeh belonging to the 
Priorato di AlaUa is sadly deface d ; but avc re[)eat that the Romans 
tliomsolvi's, or rather their self-eoiistituted didenders, are respon- 
sihb' for tlu; far gr(\'it(;r jiart of the mischief that has been accom- 
jilished. 

After a si(*ge of si\ty-iiine days the French can scarcely be 
said to liave emtered Jlome as coiicjiierors. 'j'lie honour of their 
arms has been tarnished, and the besieged deriyed more credit 
from their dehNil than the besiegers fnim their success. The 
subsecjuent ])ollcy ol Geneial Oudinot Avas timid in the extreme, 
and denoted a total ignorance of the people Avilh whom he 
had to deal. He did not exact the immediate departure of all 
those foreigners by Avlioin he bad been o]>posed — he exercised 
no Avholesoine rigour — he enforced no unf|ualified submission, 
— he (dfected no general disarinainent ; the consequence wjis, 
his troops Avere murdered by the dozen. After the exit of 
Garibaldi and his liaiid, aaIio should instantly have been pursued 
and taken, above five thousand of the Legion still remained in 
Rome, consisting of the very Avorst of the bravoes and«ut-throats 
who had belonged the company of the ‘ Finaucieri.' It was 
several days before the most noted of the demagogues left the town, 
and Slazzmi himself, having taken sanctuary in the counting- 
house or the Avinc-vaults of Mr. Freeborn, proposed residiijg at 
Rome under the a'gis of llrilish protection. It is needless to say 

The rejected iwUriots, we i)erceive, now loudly complain that a fraud lias been prac- 
tised upon them, since tlu'y were not allowed to avail themselves of the ]\rotectioii 
for which they liad paid the Kn^lish Consulate at Uuine. 

♦ The lovers of art will rejoice to hear that the Hue fresco by Fra Sebastian del 
Piombo has escaped injury. 

that 
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th:it Lliis exteri:sion of consular privileges was not admitted, and 
]\I:ix/ini was fojced to retire from Koine; lie has retreated to 
h]nirland, wheie, as he writes to his admirers in Italy, lie has 
found suiijiathy, afTection, and succour, lie will now have the 
advantae:c of a jiersoiial coihmunication with Lord Palmerston, 
nlio will lia^e thebest opjiortuiiity ‘of ascertaining the views of 
iho leading ri‘publi( ans ’ from the foffhtain-liead, lyid ()f com- 
iiiunicatiiio to tlieiii in return ‘the intentions of lie» Majesty’s 
C-.ib’iiet.’*' 

I'Lc assassinations were not coiilined to Oiulinot’s soldiers; all 
tlaibi? who showed any satisfaction in their jnesence were exposed 
to insult or worse. Several nimders weic coininilted llu! very day 
the Fieiu'h edecled their entrance. A labourer was massacred 
b\ fne ‘ I’liiancieri * in the Piazza di Monte (hlorio and his body 
cut to })ieies, liccause lie was seen eridea\oiiring to understand 
what a <'oiij)le ol Prench soldicis were ashing linn ; and from tlic 
s])ot tlic* inuidereis went into the Corso, hiandishing their bloody 
we.ipons and boasting of llieir deed, wliieb was rajiluronsly aj)- 
jdauded. A Prench priest, who had the misfortune to meet a 
band ol these rufbans, was ])ut to death simply on account ol his 
naticui and his piolcasioii. IJis remains were iiiulilaled and ex- 
])osrd In a manner which we cannot jiai ticularize, but the shocking 
(le:ails of which had been learned in llie pages of M. I.amarliiie. 
Another priest, who was iinpruderil enough to exclaim aloud, on 
seeing the entiaiice of the Picncli, ‘ Koine is free ! * was instantly 
111 111 tiered. All these ciimes were perpetrated with impunity. 
A slop has at length been ])ut to this open s^slem of assas- 
siiiaUun ; hut the men of blood \ct remain to threaten ^cngcanc(^ 
and to ])aral\ze the cfloits of justice, 

Notu jihstaiiding all that has now been stated, it is ceilain that 
tJie Koiuans [jcncralhf saw the entrance of the Pieiich with satis- 
l.ictioij : it ga\e iliem jnesiait lelief, and promised a return of 
nanquillily ; hut still it is ecjualiy true liial neither the nation nor 

.Sii,<c' Ijlsi ti Ik rii Ikihc*, Signor Ma/^ini tias wiilUti a IfltiM— w lii( li, 

ll Kiigli Mr. ^irf L(,hi’m it is s>akl, lias liectano j.ul.lit — in wliich lie ufliiins 

ilic liepiililic is not ovciiliioun, and tliat the seat of its government is only 
fiiiovtci. lie pioii.t.'-as to rc-tnin in gloi},uiid in povtr, Iff^^tiinibli Ins (litinies, and lu 
lewurd faielity. Oin Hiidii*; uiil Hii.iinl.ti that it was to tin* plottings of lliis jilnlo- 
wlifii I'oinsul} an exile in Kiigland, tlial onr late (joveinineiit opposed il>f‘lfj 
liiey (annot iia\c foigiittdi llie odintn Sir Junii’s Ciruliiini iiirutrcd for iiitercepting 
iii.s iitai>onalilf coins] (aidcnee— the Liiweajit d \iitilei(t> that itiade Sir James's name 
a ] r(.\ ( 1 i. — or his (lignifad comIih t in seoiiiing to exjiluin, until the ufl'air was ullmU-d 
to ill ] arliameiit, liait in point of fact ho was not the minister to whoso department the 
int( ret ]<tioii tell, and ti.ut he )»er8ona)Jy liud had no more to do with the mutter than 
any one of the wn>e and iansighled stutesnicii who called iii qiiebtioii the light oiid duty 
of the (iov( lument to lliwait noxious ad\eiituicis in confliiciing, on our soil, conspiru- 
cits against foieign states and the peace of Europe. At jiuseiit iio Secretary of State 
will intcrfeie with his letter-bug. 


the 
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the mission were popular. The Papal party dreadctl and disliked 
llic lorincr, and the republicans were justly incensed at the latter, 
'riie I’rench, inoreovcu', had exhibited those defects which most 
serve to destroy confidence, and, we may add, some of those 
\irLues also which with the base inuhitude seldom insjiirc respect. 
Such was their moderation that it was found they might be insulted 
with iiiipuiiitv, and botff oHicers and men were exposed to that 
descrij)ti()ii (d' ill-lrealiiient which the (Tcrmans had long endured 
with such adiiurahlc^ patience in the noi ili of Italy. There can 
he hut one opinion of the conduct of the army since its occupa- 
tion of the town. Tlie officers have uniformly conducted them- 
selves witli o\ciii])lary delicacy, and the men bear the various 
])riNalions and insults to which they are exjiosed with patience and 
good-humour. VVlide w e bear this willing testimony to the charac- 
ter of the armv, we must again reiterate our condi'imialion of the 
policy tlial has btuni all along pursued hy h'rance, and which is still 
continued. Tlial jiolicv has neither been u]iright, nor rational, 
nor clcarlv d(‘nncil. Sliuflling and trimming have marked it in 
every stage — most conspicuously in the last. I hc tyranny of the 
usurpers having been abolished, llie iinincdiatc restoration of the 
rightful government should have followed ; no other course could 
jiislil} the inter vonlion. Tin* recognition of the Pope, neverthe- 
less, was long delated, and, when jirofessedly acknowledged, his 
authority was })aral}xed in every act. The French leaders, refusing 
to lake on llK'niselves the res]i()nsihility of government, yet ])crli- 
iMciously interfering in it, speedily reduced the administration of 
affairs, which before was difficult enough, to an absolute impos- 
sibility. The relations between them and the Cardinal- Com- 
missioncis hecaiiu* Irom day to day more uneasy. Very few, if 
any, of the nobles have even yet rctuined; — their continued 
absence is considcicd as a proof of obscurantism — it certainly is 
of cowardice and of extreme folly, and lakes away the only 
chaiKo of authiuitative and ellectual support for the cause of their 
sovereign, and the cause also of their own ulliiiiale safely. It is 
iindei stood that so far from withdrawing the whole or any part of 
their troops, tlic French are about to slrengllieii their Homan 
garrison — and the impression is universal that, on whatever jne- 
text, they will he in no hurry to drop their hold of Italy. 'I'heir 
diplomacy, alike inconslblcnt and unexplicit, continues to increase 
and prolong susjiicion ; and wo believe if the Homans were 
polled lo-jnoiTow, ihev would vote by an immense majority for 
the instant departure of llie French, and the substitution of an 
Austrian army, whose diicfs should content ihenisolvcs (as at 
Ferrara) with the military guardianship, and leave the natives 
undisturbed in the civil government. 

It 
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It is said, and we can well believe, that the eyes of the Pope 
are fully opened to the folly of the course he had so long trodden, 
lie has had fatal proof of the hollowness of the popularity 
on which he built, and he innsL now be aware that his early 
measures only alienated the Tneiids of order, and rendered his 
enemies more power] ul. Ihose enemies used their time to the 
best advantage. To men so depraved all means of corruption were 
familiar, an^l the mornl state of the city is more dangerous to it than 
the material ruin with which it is threatened. Up to the month 
of May, in the \car tSdS,ihe influence of the Pope in the regums 
of the Monti and the Trastevere was unabated — in neither of 
those could Cicerovacchio show his face with impunity, nor could 
he ever have fixed his authority in those important quarters luit for 
the weakness of Pius, who contributed to give him credit l)y 
appearing to trust and caress him, while in fact he was perfectly 
aware of liis true character. We much fear that all the loyalty 
and ardent devotion which redeemed many of the delects of this 
primitive race have totally disappeared before the influences to 
W'hich they have* been exposed. 

The measures of the restored government, it is true, liavc neither 
been VL*ry prudent nor very consistent; but the censures uj)on it 
are premature and unfair, nor till absolute freedom be restored 
to its action do wc see how it can ])roj)orly be held responsible. 
The reduction of X) per cent, on the value of the Kepuhhean 
paper-money gave serious dissatisfaction ; but it must ))C allowed, 
on the other hand, that the discount on those notes liad exceeded 
this sum before the Governineut ordounance limit <•(! it. The 
measure itself, moreover, is said to havt* been of French sug- 
gestion. Whatever the faults of the reslorcMl Cilovernment may he, 
they certainly aie not those of over-harshness. Few iiiijirisonments 
have taken place, and no pumshments have been inflicted ; we 
must add that the influence of the French has been invariably 
exercised in protecting the guilty and throwing discredit on the 
Government tliey came to restore, A decree has been j)roinul- 
gated cancelling all the appointments made by the Republic — a 
measure of indisjieiisable necessity, since no government can leave 
power in the hands of its avowed enemies, and the Republican 
party had shown itself equally treacherous and implacable. The 
army has been disb;md(?(l ; but those men who bear the best cha- 
racters, who wi.sh to continue in the service, and will promi.se 
amendment, are to he rc- enlisted. This reduction also was a 
measure of prime necessity, since that army had exhibited every 
quality that could make it dangerous to the country and contempt- 
ible to the enemy : it was disaffected to the core, without disci- 
pline, and without even courage. We wish we could add that 

these 
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these measures had been followed up by any vigorous effort 
.towards the reconstruetion of society. If this be possible, it 
must be the result of a series of endeavours accoiri])lishcd by 
the will of a resolute authority, el^iining hereditary respect : — 
not, most assuredly, of the restoration of tliat hastily-devised 
Constitution which was overset, as soon as installed, by an act of 
deliberate murder. 

Early in August it was confidently reported that tho authorities 
of the French Republic, existing in habit u;d dread of all true Re- 
puWicans, and willing at any cost to a^(>id liic additional odium 
which a new flock of Roman exiles might excite against them, 
would ere long proclaim a line of policy, as to Roman affairs, cal- 
culated to repair in some measure at least tin; damage which their 
military ex])edillon had dcine them in th(‘ eyes of the Liberals 
throughout the world. It was asserted that an universal amnesty 
would be e\act<‘d from the Pope, with the restoration of the 
National Guaid, the adoption of the Code Napoleon, and the 
secularization of every office of Government. Such conditions, how- 
(*vcr, wc conci‘iv<’d it impossible that even Fremdi audacity could 
jiroposc — no matter with what alternativi^ — to the sovereign in 
w hose cause they had so lately erected their l)anners. To assume 
in the first place that tho Code Napolihm is the best of possible 
codes, and in the next that it is suited to the Roman people — 
above all to impose* any code at all on an independent slate, and 
that loo in the name of non-intervention — seemed extravagances 
unworthy to he .seriously discussed. The Constitution, whatever 
might have been its merits, bad been overthrown by the Roman 
people themselves, and another form ol government substituted; 
nor could we c<mceive on what jwelence it was now to be forced 
back on a prince and people who Imd botli repudiated it. As the 
former unlimit(*d amnesty granted by the Pope was the original 
cause of all the disturbances in his states, a re])ctltion of the same 
measure — at the dictation, loo, of a foreign power — could only, 
as wc thought, be proposed in order to raise an insurmountable 
barrier to his return, and with the purpose of advancing some 
ulterior project of the French Cabinet. The National Guard had 
already proved itself w'orso than useless ; and the secularization of 
tlie wliolc machinery of an ecclesiastical government was practically 
as absurd as would be the proposal to select the ministers of France 
from amongst the corporals of the mobilized guard. — When Eng- 
land and her allies interfered to prop the falling monarchy of 
Turkey, do our readers think iheir object would have been ac- 
complished liad the Sultan been compelled to name a divan of 
Greeks, presided over by an Armenian or Catholic vizier — to 
appoint a kislar-aga from the Jewish quarter — and to select the 

chief 
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dju‘f innfii from amonprst the infidel Christians of the Fanar? — 
And could it bo denied that throup^hout the recent convulsions in 
the Papal Stales, the priests were the class that cxljibilcd most 
principle, honour, and courage ? — Finally, even were all these 
inensures ado])ted, uhat cfTect could they hrive in conciliating tbe 
inoveiiient party in Italy? If any one still believes that any 
constitutional monarchy, whether headed or administered by 
priests or by la>men. could satisfy their aspirations, we decline ar- 
guing with persons whom experience can teach nothing. 

l^lie w'oild had never, indeed, been told distinctly by.tlie 
French Governincnt upon what conditions the Pope originally 
accepted the assistance of their arms — no, nor even that he had 
accepted it at all before their troops sailed. It had indeed been 
asserted witli an air of authority in oiir own Pailiaincnt, that 
France had moved in concert w*ilh Spain and Austiia. and that 
she would continue to act on jninciphs adopted hy those Powers. 
To this declaration we sliould have attached very litllc weight; be- 
cause we could well suppose of any in\ stifle ataui being hazarded 
by the French Republicans, and proving successful w ith the Kng- 
lish \V bigs ; but we thought that there were belter reasons for 
believing that there had been a real conceit between the three 
Powers — fand such indexed we still bclic\c to have been llic fact). 
We therefore considered the rumours above slated as mere ru- 
mours, until there appeared in the newspapers a \ery remaikable 
document — viz., a letter of the Frcucli President, addressed to a 
personal friend of his, ser\ing on the staff at Rome, and fully 
setting forth the writer’s adhesion to llie programme of the Li- 
beral pi ess. '^J’his production is in all its circumstances too 
curious not to be cpiotcd critiie : — 

‘ A M. ia: CoLonhi. Edgar Ki:v. 

‘ Pai lo 18 Aout. 

‘ ]\ron clier New, — La Rc'imbliciiie Franc;iiise n’a juis envoye line 
aniu'c ii Jhinie piair y etoiifrer la libeite Jtalieniie, iiiais au contraire 
j)onr ]a rcgler en la jneservaiit de ses propres exces, et pour Jui doiiner 
line base soliile eii leiiiettant sur le tiuiie pontifical ie })riiice (]ui le 
jireinicr sVtait jdacu liaidinieiit a la tete de toutes Ics rOfornies utiles. 

‘ J’appreiids a\te peiiie (|ue riiilention bicnveilJaiitc.* du Saint-Pere, 
conniie iiotie jirojne acliou, icstc sterile eii ])ivseiice de passions ct 
d’influences liostiles cjui \ou(lraient doiiiicr pour base ala rentruMln 
Pape la iiioscriptioii et la lyraniiie. Dites liicn de ina part an (n'neial 
que dan.s auenn eras il ne doit perniettre qu’a I’onihre tin diajieau Iri- 
colore se conirnette aiieun acte qui jiuisse deiinturcr le Caiactore do 
iiotre intervention. Je iffunie ainsi le pouvoir teinpoiel du l^ope : 
aiuiiLstie gtnerale, .‘-ecnlarisation de radmiiiistralion^ code Kapolcoii, ct 
gouvcnieiiient liberal. 


‘ J’ai 
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‘ J’ai etc* persoiiiiellemeiit hles^c cii liisaiit Li proclamation <Ies trois 
Canlinaiiv, ou il ii’(*tait pas fait nicntioa <lii noiii de la France et (Ics 
soiiirniiices (le scs braves sohlats. Toiitc insultc a notre drapeau ou a 
notre uiiiforinc mo va droit a earur. llocoiinnaiidoz an General tie bien 
fairo savoir tpio si la France no vend pas ses services, elle exige au 
moins tpi’on lui saclie gre tie ses sacrifices et do son intjrveiilion. 

‘ Lorsqiio nos arnn'es firent le tour do rFurope, elJes lais^t rent par- 
lout comme trace de Ic'iir passage la destnietion ties abiis et la feodalite 
(it les gerincs de la liberte. II no sera pas dit qu’en 1849 uno armee 
Franoaisc ait ]m agir dans un autre sens et ainonor d’autre* resultats. 

‘ Frie/ le ( Jeiu'ral de remercier on mon nom rarnu-o de sa nolde 
condiiite. J’ai appris avec peine quo iiliysitjiienient nieine elle n’etait 
])as trail i'o comme elle meritait de IVtre. J\*<;pcre qu’il fora sur-lc- 
('lianip censer cot clat de diodes. Rien no doit etre meiiagi* pour 
ctablir convenablcmenl nos tronp(*s. 

‘ Rcccvcz, mon eher Ncy, Tassurance de ma sincere amifie. 

‘ LoLTis-iS.x eoj^Eox UoxArAKTj:/ 

Never, ue believe, Avere matters of such moment treated in 
such a manner, and by sut h agents. Tiio Emperor Najioleon 
would have dictated his will to an ojipressed sovereign in his 
eabinet, and through an acknowledged minister. The Turkish 
Sultan, in the jileiiitude of oriental insolence, announced his 
pleasure to the Divan, and communicated it by means of a firman ; 
it was reserved for M. l>oius lluonaparte, the temporary and 
(‘lective President of a Republic, to prescribe the conditions upon 
A\hich an Independent sovereign should exercise the authority 
which it had been dt'clarcd the welfare of Christendom requires 
him to possess — in a familiar letter addressed to a friend, who 
hap])ens to hold an apjiointment on the staff of a General of 
Divisicm. Rut the substance is as remarkable as the manner of 
the communlealioii. This irregular missive makes no reference 
to the jiolicy of allies, or to the interests of the Pope, or even to 
the opinion of the French cabinet — the sentiments only of the 
President arc given. It must be allow (h 1 that the air of the 
IClysec seems as autocratic as that of the Tuilcries was ever 
sujiposed to be! Furlhcrniore, in the grandiloquent taste in 
which all Frenchmen delight, the President informs us that French 
armies have made the tour of Europe : — that this is not strictly 
the case, wc need neither remind that inagislratc nor our readers — 
nor can either have forgotten that the armies of Europe in their 
turn have made the tour of France, and even prolonged their visit 
into a military occupation. This fact, however, is infinitely less 
humiliating to that nation than their recent "successes ’ at Rome, 
and was incomparably less calculated to injure their military 
reputation in the eyes of Europe. 
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On the appearance of this lofty effusion, it was classed very 
generally with certain freaks of the writer’s earlier days, which 
the general decorum of his conduct since his election to the Pre- 
sidency had been disposing us all to forget. Others, however, 
suspected something not quite so visionary ; that the letter was a 
cunning device, at once to prepare the world for the Pope’s own 
announcement of his intended procedure, and to persuade the 
Liberals that, if that announcement should not come up to their 
wishes, its .shortcomings had not been occasioned bv any luke- 
warmness in the cause of reform on the part of the h'rcmf li 
President, or of the Ministers whose submission to his irregu- 
larity formed so notable a feature in the novel case. And we 
think the latter opinion has been justified by the IMotu I'roprio 
i>f Pius IX. — ^ (hitiun A'capoJi , Snhnrhtuio J^ortid, die dnodeciino 
Sejdemhris^ ISIU, J^outt/iadus nosfri anno IV/ — in which his 
Holiness explains to his anutfisdnii suddifi the concessions he is 
W’llling to make. 

Art. I. announces a Council of Stale to examine and de- 
liberate on projects of law before tli(*v are submitted for the 
sovereign’s approval : the numlx'r of tin* couiu illors, their quality, 
and their prerogatives to be subseipiently defined. Art. 11. — A 
Council of Finance to determine tin* amount of revenue aiul the 
method of collecting it. Art. HI. — (.’omiiiunal Councils to 
treat of matters of local interest: and l^rovincial (Councils, the 
members of which are to be selected by the siivereigii from lists 
presented by the Communal Councils, but whose powers and 
jirlvileges are to be decided on hereafter. Art. IV. — Munnipal 
Councils — elective bodies, the right of election dejumding on 
propertv, but the anunnit of property not vet fixed. Art. V . — 
Reform in the Courts ot Law both civil and criminal. 
Art. \'I. — ;\n amnesty for all jiolitical ofIenc(‘s — with certain 
exceptions. — '^I'he exceptions arc* considerable — they include* the 
members of the I^rovisi<7nal Cov eminent — those members of 
the Constituent Assembly who look part in its del)ales — the 
Prlumvirs and the riovernment of the Republic — tlie heads of 
the military departments under the usurjiation — all those wdio 
took the l)enefit of the former amnesty and have since rebelled 
again — lastly, all who in the course of the late rebellion com- 
mitted offences against the ordinary laws of the land. 

However inadequate to the ‘ idees Napoleoniennes,’ these con- 
cessions certainly go as far as the Pope could in reason be expected 
to do — and are such as, under circumstances less unfavourable, 
might W'cll extinguish all schemes of revolution. ILjI, even if no 
foreign influences should interfere with the experiment, we fear 
they would avail little in quieting the general (lisaflcction. The 
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country is divided between apatlietical indilTerence to anything* 
but material comfort, and the bubversive energy of Communism. 
The nobles, the middle classes, and the prolelarii, have all 
manifested their character and disposition. If Pius IX. can 
work the new scheme to a satisfactory result, it must be by 
firmness in liis own conduct sucli as he has not hitherto ex- 
emplified, and by a continued reliance on the only class of his 
subjects who have shown qualities at all deserving of his respect 
and confidence. 7'hc curtain has been drawn up for .another Act 
— we shall watch the s(*enes withanxiet^. 

Whether an ecclesiastical governiiient is, or can be made, a 
good OIK', is a cjuestion on which we have not time now to enter. 
To such a government in the abstract we feel the dislike which 
is doubtless shared hv the majority of our readers, and which 
confuses not a little at this moment IIk' reasonings of our coun- 
trvnu'n on tlie ])ros])eets of Koine. Put communities, like in- 
divitluals, cannot possess conlradictoiy advantages; tliey must 
make their (‘ledion ; and a state of things which would be in- 
tolerable in OIK* lonntvv mav be the sine tjud iio)i of another. 
This mneh is el(*ar. [l Rome d(‘sires to ri'l.un her prosperity, we 
might almost say Ikt c.ristr/tco, it can only be as the residence of 
the I\apal C’ourt. Works of art and the moiiiiinents of antiquity 
will not infuse life into a state where the usual conditions of vitality 
are wanting. Wlnm Home ceases to be the spiritual capital of 
ChristiMulom, she will soon be what Agrigontuin and liavenna are 
— or what slie lunsidf was forty ^ears ago, when a department of 
the 1^’reneli Kiiipire. 

The siege of Veniei* is also brought to a ( lose, and the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of that city will now be relii'ved from the injuries 
and privations tlu'ir intrusive garrison inflicted upon them. d"he 
story of V enic(^ is that of Rome : holli werr delimdi’d against the au- 
tliorilv to which i\\Q people desired to submit, hv Ibreign freebooters 
who inspired more terror than the (‘iieiny. Genoa alone has made 
anything like a national resistance. Jn ]>roof, no doubt, of the 
fraternal affection of the Italians, that city was bombarded by 
tli(» Piedmontese, taki'ii, and a portion of it sacked — in revenge 
for the obstinate defence which it had dared to exhibit. The 
Lombard troojis, on the other hand, which had so recently formed 
a portion of the Piedmontese army, and in the cause of whose 
own rebcdlious province the King of Sardinia incurred defeat 
and exile, had marcluHl to ChiaNari with the intention of assisting 
the Genoese insurrection against their late General; the ci- 
dexHint Spai>a d’ Italia — but the capitulation was signed before 
these tardy warriors could draw the sword against their brothers 
in arms. 
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Tt IS to be hoped that the last spark of resistance havini^ been 
oveiToine, a moment of broalhinij time will be accorded to this 
iinfortimate country to heal its din’eronces and to cultivate peace. 
The two powerful nations on its frontiers must dispose of its 
destinies. As yet, it must by owned, the horizon of Italy conti- 
nues sufficiently murky. We descry thereon, however, one bright 
spot. In future, we can hardly anticipate that Lord Palmerston 
will discover an excuse to interfere with advice, cucourag(*iiient, 
or protectuxi. 
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and monuments, 517 — moral aspects 
of the jieople, 5 1S — (>n the v.ant of 
capital in, oJO - tlnift of Quakers in, 
5*22 -- complaints a^.mi^t laiulloiils, 
ib . — ncgligtMice of tenants, 525 — Sir 
R. Reel s plan foi the plantation of Con- 
naught, 520 — indolence and ex< nses of 
farmeis, 552 — injudicious inlciftiience 
of Governineiit, 5J3 — Refiort on Agn- 
cultui.il Improvements, 5.35— lemune- j 
ration for l.iliour, 5.‘30 — rnonev-p.i)- 
nieiif s leeomniciMlcil, 5 3''’ -- igncultural 
instruct ion, 5 10 — iostitiition at Tcmple- 
moyle, tb. - Mr Rurcell, 511 laud 
Clarendons letters, 515 — suliscn ptums 
enteied into by, ib. — micc^^s of, 
517 — Ho\al visits to, .511) — of George 
IV., 550 - of Queen \ ictona, >51 — 
value of tlie ideas of Iielaiid burned 
by her, 55*3 — ragvvoit, ib . — the Nation 
newspaper, 551 — lemedies for Ircdaiol, 

555 — education, ib. — the priesthood, 

556 — Mr. Coghlan’s letlei, 5>1)— the 
supply of .seed, 56 I . 

iron, cast and wiougdit, ex{KTimeiifs on 
the resisting power of, 107. 

Italy — see Rome and Austria, 

J. 

Jenner, Sir 11. , Judgment of, in Ray i’. 
Sherwood, 170. 

Jew Bdl, the, produced hy Lord J. Rus- 
eell fl election for the City, 21M). 

Jones, G:irtit i, efforts of, to promote edu- 
cation in Wales, 3*22. 

Jones, Ro})ert — Drych yr Amscroedd by, 
313 — and see Wales. 

K. 

Kelso, Clitirch of, 121. 

A5/OJ-, E.y Ornithological Rambler in 


Sussex by, 475— interest of pursuits in 
natural bistoiy, ib. — effect of rnodein 
agricultural improvements upon, 470 
— facilities for study of ornithology in 
England, 477 — migialory birds, 478- 
4b0 —tlie woodwele, //>. — Mr. Kiio.x, 
479 - tlie coast of Sussex, ih . — llight of 
migiatorv buds, l8l — huh .sliootmg, tb. 
— the Soulli Downs, 18'2 — the tal- 
conidiL* and sliigida', IS.'l — vii%ar 
cirors respecting. ISl- lavcns m IVl- 
woilli l*aik, 18l). 


L. 

• 

Lamartine, M., last .ircounfs of, 281. 
Li*'sell, Ml. W., a-jtmnomlcal di^co\ erics 
of, 28. 

Txiids, the House of, 301. 
ljungs, tbe, fimctions of, 350 
jLgcIl. Sii ( \, risU to the l iiitcd States 
bjj, 183 — mteresl of tlie pie^ciit woik, 
\h . — on the stability of politnal msfi- 
tutioii", — de}).ulme ot, fiom Kiig- 
laml, 18(3 — a t* le.uapluc di'>patch, i/y. 
— iceiieig*', 187 — Rosfoii, i/>. — advan- 
l.iges ol\cIciiti(ic, tuwelbr.s, 1.S8— com- 
jiirisoiicf England aiul Ameiica, 187 
-America’s pa.st and liilurc, 10 1 — 
hci (owiiN, 102 — Ma^ '.irhusPlts, ih . — 
state of New \’oik, 103 — niutnal to- 
leration, xt>. — roem of ‘the Day of 
Douin,* 101 — (’alvinism, 197- tlie 
Mdleiitc movoiieiit, 190 represfuita- 
tives of the jicojile, 203 e\ilsof um- 
%ersal sulTiage, 201 -tlie mm siTpent, 
‘2( 6 - ilehute m Coiigies^, lA. -Macon, 
‘207 — piejmhce against m i v.mt'<, i/>. — 
life .'iiimni^st settlers, 208 slaveiy, 209 
— negio nii^sKiu.ii les, 2 I 1 — the delta of 
the Mmsissifipi, 21 I .steam and lailway 
( cornrnumcatiotis, 2 I fi— Coal tields, 

I Califuiuia. 217— (he.i]) lileiatuie, \b. 
public buildings of old and new 
wiirld, 218--i'llect of tbe climate on 
bealtii, 221. 


I M. 

> Macrcady, Mr., beliavioiir of dining the 
j riot at New York Tbeutie, 224 /i. 
j Madden, I). O. — sec Ireland. 

I Magiins Erlendson, account of, 122. 
j Marriafje^ the law of ; report of IheC^om- 
j inissiom rs appoinlcd to Iniinire into, 
156 -tliP marriage relation in England 
and abroad, 157— the table of pro- 
hibited clegrees, 158 — the views of 
those requiring its alteration, i5.— -pro- 
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liibition ill Scripture, 150 — on mar- 
riiiffc with a di'ccascd wife’s sister, 101 
— jiiolilbitiou existed since the oilence 
was Known, 105 — unity of the Chuicli 
Ciitliolic on the 8ut)jcct, ih . — the first 
(lis])eiisarion by the Church of Uorne, 
100 — prohibition by the Scottish 
Church, i/j. — judgnient of Sir II. 
Jetincr in ‘ Kay S)iei wood,’ 170 — on 
family relations, 171 — Dr. Pum'v’s 
evidence, 175 — Mr. lJo[ie’,s letter, 174 
— statistical accounts, 17.')- iins- 
cliievousiiess of tlie juinciple, 170 — 
ni.inia;,^c with a niece, /7y. — e\am])les of 
iinjiioper alliances, 177 — on tiie coni- 
])o.silion of the (lomniission, 570 — pio- 
ceedings of the Conimi^sioneis, 180. 

Ma//ini, account of, 237 — and sre 
‘ Home.' 

M(*lii)se Abbey, 130. 

Men ai Ilinlgt, tlie constant sticss on the 
cliains of, 112. 

Minto, land, mission of, 570. 

Montaigne, sjiccnlalions on <lcath, 310. 


N. 

Najiier, Loid, 2)0. 

Napb s, alTaiis of, 214 — .iml see Aiistiia. | 
Niipoleoii, his foinlness foi < he,S'^, «>>. | 

, Louis, Icttci of, to Colonel : 

Ncn.OIL ^ i 

N.ilm.il histoi > --sc< Knov. ' 

Niece, on maiiiage with a deceased ’ 

witc‘s, 170. 


O. 

Oinitholog) -- see Iviiox. 


V. 

Paix, le CongiO.s di; la, \audeville, 452- 
408— anil see IVaie .4(//7u/i7,s. 

Palnicrstnn, Loid, foieigii policy of, 220- 
210 — symjiathy of, for rchcKs, 157 — 
]U)licy of, 458 — conduct of, towaiils 
Austria and l^ipal States, 575. 

Paris, Peace Congiess at, 400 -ami see 
Peace Ayitntoi s. 

Passports of Kiiglisli consul to Komisli 
insurgents, OUO 

reaceAffitators, 452 — dilfereiice between 
quest ions of d omest ic ai id fore i gti pol i cy , 
ib . — meeting on llie Hiiugaiiaii rebel- 
lion, 455 — miiiisterinl symjsithy, 457 


— termination of the rebellion, 459 — 
merits of the question, 460 — Polish par- 
ticipation in rebellions, 462 — general 
peace of Europe at stake, 403 — requi- 
sition to ministers to interfere, ib . — 
peace agitatnis the prime movers in fa- 
vour of interference, 465 — peace con- 
gresses, 400 -Ml I aiis,?'/). — composition 
amUailnre, 407 — Mi. Cobdeii as Agita- 
tor, ih. — Popular Eiench vaudeville on, 
408 — the abstiact question con^ideied, 
ib. — other matters of rnwe international 
impuitance, 471. 

Peel, 81 1 U., ■'iciifice of lauded interest 
I by, 2‘)2 his gicatest lioon to Ireland, 
515)2. — liis scheme for the plantation 
• of (’oiiiiaiiglil, 520. 
j Penn, R., Maxims and Hints of, 82. 
j JVmiant, liis woik on the Antiquities of 
I Scollaiul, 105, 155. 

a f.ivoiiiable specimen of Welsh 

gently, 317 

Pill I idol a's a chess-player, 94. 

Phillips, Sii 7 homas — see Wales. 

Pius IX., l^ipe, chaiacter and fall of, 
230 — and Rome. 

Polos, foiwiird part biken by, in rebel- 
lions, Kc.y 402. 

Policy, doiiu'stic ami foieign ; ditference 
between ipiestioiis 011, 452— the peace 
and war qui-slion, 153. 

Piess, the, puwi-i of, on democracy, 308 
— mcriMse i f iminoial and seditious 
pajins. 309. 

Pniiie Minister of England, new descrij)- 
tion of the, 457 n. 

Jhopcity tlie b.i&is of all governments, 
293. 

Pusoy, l)r., on marriage with a deceased 
wife's sister, 150, 173. 


Q. 

Quakeis, nnift of, in lieland, 522. 


R. 

Rail ways, parliamentary interference with, 
1 19 — asse.ssment of, 451. 

Ravens, anecdote of, 486. 

Ray r. Stierwood, judgment of Sir H. 
Jeiiner m, 170. 

Reform Rill, llie Tones blameable for, 
289 — its eflect on independence of 
members, ib . — and see Democracy. 
Reformation, tlie, in Scotland, 147. 
Roman Republic, the, 260. 

Rossi, Count, assassination of, 587. 
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Boivlii'idg, Daniel, Life of, by Rev. J. 
Owen, 313 — account of, 3'25. 

Russell, Lord J., on further Reform, 303. 

HomCj on the affairs qfy 563 — death of 
Gregory XVI., and election of Mastai, 
tb. — early policy of Pius IX., 564 — 
growth of ie})ul)lu‘anisni, 566 — garn^ni 
strengthened at Ferrary, 507 — schemes 
of Mazzini, 56^ — condncl of tlie Pope, 
570 — Italian princes, 573 — Mr. Ahei- 
eromhy’s desjjatclies, tb. — Loid Pal- 
merston’s cAndnet, 575 -acensations 
against Anstiia, ib. — Loid Mintos mis- 
sion, 579 — his instructions, ih, — autiio- 
rity of Ciceiovacclno, — Italian 

railroads, 5S2 — degradalmns of the 
Pope, 5S3 — iinpi isonnitMit of the c.ii- 
dinals, 5S5--eh‘ction of a inini-%tei by 
themoh, ift. — Count Rosm^ 586 — ad.ick 
on the ])alace. 5S8 — lllght of the Pope, 
589 — composition of the rei oluf loi.ai y 
government, f/j. — atioMlies of, 593 — 
want of jiouer .ind jrillnence in, 595 — 
Fiencli inten ention, 59t) — (iaiibaldrs 
troops, 597 — tlf\astation of fhesuhuihs, 
599 — desciiption of Gaiihahli, 60j 
committee of oblations, CO 1 — treaclieiy 
and cowartlice, 605 — piotcst of consuls, 
606 — Knglish |kissports, -fall of 
Koine, C07 — ISIazzmi’s letieat to Eng- 
land. 60S — assas.'^inations, th. — the 
Fieiirh in Horne, 6tl9 — measuies of the 
restored government. 610 -- letter of 
Louis Napoleon to Colonel Ney, 612 
— and see also Austria. 




death, 357-371, 380-383, SOO. 
394 n. 

Sin-eaters, description of, 318. ‘ 

Skilling, Thus., Agriculture in Ireland 
by, 491-53‘i. 

Slavery ill the United States, 209. 

Staunton — Sir Chess. 

Stephenson, H., Esq., 400 — and see Bii- 
tannia and Conway Biidges. 

Sussex, Ornithological Rambles m — see 
Knox. 

Symonds — see Death. 


T. 

'renteiden, Loid, the last words of, 3oS. 
That keray — see lieland. 


U. 

United Stales, democratic government nf, 
206. 

, \ isit of Sn* (^. L\ ell to, I 

— and ser Ljell, 


V. 

\’etiire, lehellious resistance at, 213 n . — 
sni lender of, 160. 

Vesaliiis the anatoini'5t, table respecting, 

ot)8. 


8. 

Schlegel, Camphell’s opinion nf, 76. 

Schlezer, J. A , his Theafnim .Scotia*, 105. 

Scotlandf Abbess and {/atfiednifs *j\ 103 
— antiquities of, -- (lie woik of 
Sclilezer, 101 — of Peiinaiit, 105 — Mi. 
Billing'S woik, 107 — eaily Scolti.'sh 
churches, 109 — crosses, 112 — hiiths, ih 
— caves, 113 — tlie church of 8t. Co- 
lurnha, 116 — 8eotti«*h eslahlishments 
founded on English models, 117 — an- 
cient names of districts, 1 19 — church 
and legend of St, Margaret, 120— flie 
church of St. Rule, ih. — Kelso and 
Jedburgh, 121 — theOikneys, 122 — the 
Romanesque, l'i4 — 8t. Andrew’s, 1*26 
— Elgin, 129 — (■hisgow,130 — Melrose, 
139 — Aberdeen, 141 — iJunkeld, ib.- - 
the Reformation, M7 — the puritans, 
152— l^lls. 154. 

Sea Serpent, the, 206 . 

Shakespeare, knowledge of, resj>ecting 


W. 

Wales, Afeihotlism in, 313 — woika 
ii])iin, ib. — foriiM'i state of. 31 1 — 
Welsh f.iinilies. 31) — uiniKsements, 
316 — religion, 317 — sin eaters, .318 — 
legends, 31 fan it*'., ib. —tlie cleigy, 
320 — Dr. Hoivles’s c.ise, 321 — prmnn- 
tion of education in, 322-— (iriflilli 
Jones, ib.- -Howell Harris, 323 — pro- 
giess of Methodism, ib . — Daniel Rou- 
lauds, 325 — excitement occasioned by 
his readings, 3*27 — jirogre&s of tlie 
movement, ib . — revival ui iniiucles, 
328 — Rowlands’ popnihirity and death, 
3.‘10 — org.inisatioii of Methodism, ib. 
— character of Williams of Pant y- 
celyn, 331 — Peter Wiltiains of Car- 
marthen, 332— Sir T. Phillips’s woik, 
333 — Charles of Jlula, ib . — flihle .So- 
ciety, *6.— John K!i.is, tTi. — extent of 
Methodism, 335— its etlects, 336— in- 
crease of trade ami population, ?5.— 
the Church in Wales, 338— Sunday- 
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scliuols, 339— educational commission, 
340— tlie Welsh ]aii{»iia«;e, 341— im- 
]j(;itiiiice of Sir T. Phillips's woik, ib, 
— slathlics of, 31*2 — considerations on 
the present slate of leli^doii. 313. 

Weill, A., Uepiililique et Monarchie par, 
2G0~oii the power of the press, 309 — 
and M Demon aey. 

Williams of Paiit-y-eeljM), character and 
' .iccoiijit of, 331*-of C.umarthen, 332 ’ 


Wortley, Right Hon. J.S., 
the new Marriage Act, 1£*' 
Marriage. 


Y. 

Young, Arthur, agiicultural in^tt 
Ireluiul. ' ! 


i:n d of the eighty-fifth \olume. 
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